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Preface 


This dictionary provides the user with a comprehensive range of the vocabulary 
used in the field of computing. It covers all aspects of computing, including 
hardware, software, peripherals, networks and programming, as well as many 
applications in which computers are used, such as the Internet or desktop 
publishing. It also describes the latest developments in networks, the Internet, 
communications, programming, multimedia, processor design and storage 
technology. 


Each headword is explained in clear, straightforward English. Examples are given 
to show how the words and phrases can be used in context. General comments 
about particular items of interest, complex ideas or hardware or software 
applications are given in separate boxes. Quotations from magazines and journals 
are given to show how the words are used in real text. 


The dictionary includes a number of product names and company names. The 
trademarked names that are included are those that are judged to be of de facto 
importance to users or important in the development of computer technology. 


Pronunciation 


The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main 


words in the dictionary. 


Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark ( ' ) and a secondary stress mark 
(,). Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to 


its position in the sentence. 


Vowels 

æ back 
ar harm 
D stop 
al type 
au how 
alo hire 
auo hour 
or course 
oI annoy 
e head 
eo fair 
el make 
eu go 

3i word 
i keep 

1 happy 
e] about 
I fit 

19 near 
u annual 
ur pool 
U book 
(oe) tour 

A shut 


Consonants 
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buck 
dead 
other 
jump 
fare 
gold 
head 
yellow 
cab 
leave 
mix 
nil 
sing 
print 
rest 
save 
shop 
take 
change 
theft 
value 
work 
loch 
measure 
zone 


A 


A! /e1/ symbol the hexadecimal equivalent 
of the decimal number 10 

A? /e1/ abbr ampere 

A: used in some operating systems to de- 
note the first disk drive on the system 

A abbr angstrom 

abandon /ə'bændən/ verb to clear a 
document, file or work from a computer’s 
memory without saving it O Once you 
have abandoned your spreadsheet, you 
cannot retrieve it again. 

abb. add. abbr abbreviated addressing 
abbreviated address /ə,bri:viertid ə 
‘dres/ noun (in a network) a user name 
that has fewer characters than the full 
name, making it easier to remember or 
type in or faster to decode 

abbreviated addressing h 
,bri:viertid ə'dresıy/ noun the use of ab- 
breviated addresses. Abbr abb. add. 
abbreviated installation h 
,brirviertid ,msto'lerf(a)n/ noun the in- 
stalling of new hardware or software with- 
out restoring the previous backup settings 
of the operating system 

abbreviation /ə,bri:vi'erf(ə)n/ noun a 
short form of a word, command or instruc- 
tion O Within the text, the abbreviation 
proc is used instead of processor. 

ABD abbr Apple Desktop Bus 

abend /'æbend/ noun an unexpected 
stoppage of a program that is being run, 
caused by a fault, error or power failure O 
An interrupt from a faulty printer caused 
an abend. Also called abnormal end, ab- 
normal termination 

abend code /'æbend kaud/ noun a spe- 
cial number, generated by the operating 
system, that identifies the type of error that 
has caused a particular problem 

abend recovery program /,æbend rı 
'kav(ə)ri ,praugrem/ noun a piece of 
software that will reload a program or sys- 
tem software and restart it at the point at 
which an abend occurred 


aberration /,æbə'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1. dis- 
tortion of a light beam or image caused by 
defects in the optical system 2. distortion 
of a television picture caused by a corrupt 
signal or incorrect adjustment 

ablation /o'bler1f(ə)n/ noun a method of 
writing data to an optical storage device in 
which a laser burns a hole or pit, represent- 
ing digital bits of data, into the thin metal 
surface of the storage device 


COMMENT: A laser burns a hole or pit (which 
represents digital bits of data) into the thin 
metal surface of the storage device. 


abnormal end /æb no:m(ọ)l 'end/ 
noun same as abend 

abnormal termination /æb,no:m(ə)l 
,ts:mi'nerf(9)n/ noun same as abend 
abort /a'bo:t/ verb to end a process in the 
event of a malfunction occurs by switching 
the computer off manually or by an inter- 
nal feature O The program was aborted by 
pressing the red button. 

aborted connection /a,bo:tid ko 
'nekf(a)n/ noun a connection to a net- 
work or online service that has not been 
shut down correctly 

abort sequence /s'bo:t ,si:kwons/ 
noun a unique sequence of bits that indi- 
cates that the transmission will be termi- 
nated because of a fault, error or power 
failure 


About... /a'baut/a menu selection in the 
SAA CUA front end that tells you who de- 
veloped the program and gives copyright 
information 

above-the-fold /a,bav 60 'fauld/ ad- 
jective referring to the part of a webpage 
that is seen by all users who call up the 
page, because they do not have to scroll 
down to read it. Compare below-the-fold 
ABR / e1 bi: 'a:/ noun a service provided 
by an ATM network that tries to provide 
the bandwidth requested by a customer, 
though it cannot guarantee to do so. Full 
form available bit rate 


AB roll 





AB roll /,e1 'bi: ,raul/ noun (in a multi- 
media application) a sequence of two vid- 
eo or music segments that are synchro- 
nised so that one fades as the second starts 
ABS / e1 bi: 'es/ noun a programming in- 
struction that returns the magnitude of a 
number without the number’s sign O The 
command ABS(-13) will return the answer 
13. Full form absolute function 
absolute address /,zbsolu:t 9'dres/ 
noun 1. a computer storage address that 
directly, without any modification, access- 
es a location or device O Program execu- 
tion is slightly faster if you code only with 
absolute addresses. Compare indexed 
address 2. a computer storage address 
that can only access one location » also 
called actual address, machine ad- 
dress 

absolute addressing /,ebsalu:t ə 
‘dresin/ noun the locating of a data word 
stored in memory by the use of its absolute 
address 

absolute assembler /,ebsolu:t ə 
‘semblo/ noun a type of assembly lan- 
guage program designed to produce code 
that uses only absolute addresses and val- 
ues 

absolute cell reference /,zbsolu:t 
sel 'ref(ə)rəns/ noun a spreadsheet refer- 
ence that always refers to the same cell, 
even when copied to another location 
absolute code /‘zbsalu:t kaud/ noun 
binary code that directly operates the cen- 
tral processing unit, using only absolute 
addresses and values. Also called actual 
code, basic code 

absolute coordinates /,zbsolu:t 
kau'o:dinatz/ plural noun coordinates 
that describe the distance of a point from 
the intersection of axes 

absolute device /,bsolu:t di'vats/ 
noun an input device such as a tablet or 
mouse that returns the coordinates of a 
pointer within specified axes 

absolute error /,ebsoalu:t 'erə/ noun 
the value or magnitude of an error, ignor- 
ing its sign 

absolute expression /,ebsolu:t 1k 
'spref(a)n/ noun (in assembly language) 
the value of an expression that is not af- 
fected by program relocation 

absolute function =/,ebsolu:t 
'fankfon/ noun full form of ABS 
absolute instruction /,ebsolu:t im 
'strakfon/ noun an instruction that com- 


pletely describes the operation to be per- 
formed, requiring no other data 
absolute loader /'æbsəlu:t loudo/ 
noun a program that loads a section of 
code into main memory 

absolute maximum rating 
/,ebsolu:t 'mæksıməm ,reitin/ noun a 
statement of the maximum values or limits 
of a system 

absolute positioning /,bsolu:t pə 
'z1f(a)n1n/ noun the position of an object 
in relation to a point of origin 

absolute priority /,ebsolu:t prar 
‘priti/ noun (in the OS/2 operating sys- 
tem) the priority of a process that cannot 
be changed by the operating system 
absolute program /,æbsəlu:t 
‘prougrem/ noun a computer program 
written in absolute code 

absolute time /‘zbsolu:t tarm/ noun 
(in CD-audio) the length of time that an 
audio disc has been playing 

absolute value /,ebsolu:t 'velju:/ 
noun the size or value of a number, regard- 
less of its sign O The absolute value of — 
62.34 is 62.34. 

absorb /ab'zo:b/ verb to take in light, 
liquid or a signal 

absorptance /oab'zo:ptons/ noun a 
measure of how completely an object or 
substance absorbs radiant energy. Oppo- 
site reflectance 

absorption /əb'zə:pfən/ noun the pow- 
er loss of a signal when travelling through 
a medium, due to its absorptance 
abstract data type /,bstrekt 'dertə 
,tarp/ noun a general data type that can 
store any kind of information 

A-bus /er bas/ noun the main internal 
bus in a microprocessor 

ac abbr academic organisation (NOTE: 
used in email and website addresses) 
AC abbr alternating current 

ACAP /e1 si: e1 'pi:/ noun an email sys- 
tem developed to work with the IMAP4 
email protocol to provide extra features 
such as management of an address book. 
Full form application configuration ac- 
cess protocol (NOTE: It was originally 
termed IMSP (Interactive Mail Support 
Protocol).) 

ACC / e1 si: 'si:/ noun the most important 
internal CPU storage register, containing 
the data word that is to be processed O 
Store the two bytes of data in registers A 
and B and execute the add instruction — 


accession number 





the answer will be in the ACC. Full form 
accumulator 


accelerated graphics port /ok 
\seloreitid 'græfıks ,po:t/ noun full 
form of AGP 


acceleration time /ək,selə'rerf(ə)n 
tarm/ noun 1. the time taken for a disk 
drive to spin a disk at the correct speed, 
from rest O Allow for acceleration time in 
the access time. 2. the total time between 
an access instruction’s issue to a peripheral 
and the transfer of the data 


accelerator board /ək'selə,rertə 
bo:d/, accelerator card /ok'sels,reits 
kard/ noun a circuit board that carries a 
faster or more advanced version of the 
same processor that runs your computer. 
Adding an accelerator board to your com- 
puter makes it run faster. 


accelerator key /ək'selə,rertə ki:/ 
noun a key that, when pressed together 
with another, carries out a function that 
would otherwise have to be selected from 
a menu using a mouse O Instead of select- 
ing the File menu then the Save option, use 
the accelerator keys Alt and S to do the 
same thing and save the file. 

accept /ak'sept/ verb to establish a ses- 
sion or connection with another comput- 
ing device 

acceptable use policy /ak 
septab(a)l juiz 'polisi/ noun a set of 
rules that describe what a user can write or 
do on the Internet without offending other 
users. Abbr AUP 

acceptance sampling /ok'septons 
sarmplin/ noun the testing of a small ran- 
dom part of a batch to see if the whole 
batch is up to standard 

acceptance test /ok'septons test/ 
noun a test to check that a piece of equip- 
ment will perform as required or will reach 
required standards 

acceptance testing /sk,septons 
'test1n/ noun the performing of an accept- 
ance test 


access /'ækses/ noun 1. the fact of be- 
ing able to reach or use something O to 
have access to the computer room 2. the 
fact of being allowed to use a computer 
and read or alter files stored in it. This is 
usually controlled by a security device 
such as a password. o to deny access to 
refuse access to a circuit or system for rea- 
sons of workload or security W verb to call 
up data which is stored in a computer O 














She accessed the employee’s file stored on 
the computer. 

access arm /'ekses a:m/ noun a me- 
chanical device in a disk drive used to po- 
sition the read/write head over the correct 
track on a disk O The access arm moves to 
the parking region during transport. 
access authority /‘zkses ə:,ðprəti/ 
noun permission to carry out a particular 
operation on data 

access-barred /,kses 'ba:d/ adjec- 
tive prevented from accessing particular 
data 

access category /‘zkses ,ketag(a)ri/ 
noun a category that defines which files or 
data a user can access and which he or she 
cannot 

access channel control /,«kses 
itfeen(a)l kon'traul/ noun (in a Token- 
Ring network) the set of protocols that 
manage the data transfer between a station 
and a medium access control 

access charge /'ækses tfa:d3/ nouna 
cost due when logging onto a system or 
viewing special pages on a bulletin board 
access code /'ækses koud/ noun a se- 
ries of characters or symbols that must be 
entered to identify a user before access to 
a computer is permitted 

access control /'ækses kən,trəvl/ 
noun a security device such as a password 
that only allows selected users to use a 
computer system or read files 

access control byte /,ækses kən 
'trəul bart/ noun (in a Token-Ring net- 
work) a byte following a start marker in the 
token that indicates if the station can ac- 
cess the network 

access controller /‘zkses kən 
,trəulə/ noun (in CD-i) an electronic de- 
vice that transfers image data to the video 
controller 

access control list /,ekses kon'troul 
list/ noun full form of ACL 
access counter /'ækses 
noun» counter 

access head /'ækses hed/ noun the 
part of a disk drive that moves to the cor- 
rect part of the disk’s surface and reads in- 
formation stored on the disk 

access hole /‘zkses houl/ noun an 
opening in both sides of a floppy disk’s 
casing allowing the read-write head to be 
positioned over the disk’s surface 
accession number /ək'sef(ə)n 
wnamb2/ noun a number in a record that 


ikaunto/ 


access level 





shows in which order each record was en- 
tered 

access level /'ækses ,lev(o)l/ noun a 
predefined access category (NOTE: The 
lowest access level might allow the user 
to only view data, the highest access lev- 
el allows a user to do anything.) 
access line /‘zkses latn/ noun a per- 
manently connected communications line 
between a terminal and a computer 
access log /'ækses lpg/ noun a file on 
a website server computer that contains a 
record of every visitor to the website, 
showing when a person visited and which 
pages he or she viewed O The access log is 
invaluable — we produce graphs of the 
pages that are most popular using an ac- 
cess log analyser program. 

access mechanism /'ækses 
smekoniz(9)m/ noun a mechanical device 
that moves an access arm over the surface 
of a disk 

access method /‘zkses ,meĝðəd/ 
noun 1. a means used for the internal 
transfer of data between memory and dis- 
play or peripheral devices. Differences in 
the methods used are often the cause of 
compatibility problems. 2. a set of rules 
that allows a device to send data onto a net- 
work. Token passing and CSMA/CD are 
two methods commonly used in a local 
area network. 

access method routines /'ækses 
sme@od ru:,ti:nz/ plural noun software 
routines that move data between main 
storage and an output device 

access name /'ekses neim/ noun a 
unique name that identifies an object in a 
database 

access number /'ækses ,nambo/ 
noun the telephone number that a compu- 
ter dials up in order to be connected to an 
Internet service provider or other network 
provider 

accessor /'æksesə/ noun a person who 
accesses data 

accessory /ak'sesari/ noun an extra, 
add-on device, e.g. a mouse or printer, that 
is attached to or used with a computer O 
The printer comes with several accesso- 
ries including a soundproof hood. (NOTE: 
The plural is accessories.) 

access path /'ækses pa:0/ noun a de- 
scription of the location of a stored file 
within the directory structure of a disk 
access path journalling /,kses 
,pa:8 'd33:nalin/ noun the process of re- 


cording changes to an access path in case 
of malfunction 

access period /'ækses ,proriod/ noun 
a period of time during which a user can 
access data 

access permission /'ækses pə 
sm1f(a)n/ noun a description of all the ac- 
cess rights for a particular user 

access point /‘xkses pomt/ noun a 
test point on a circuit board or in software, 
allowing an engineer to check signals or 
data 

access privilege /‘ekses_privilid3/ 
noun the status granted to a user that al- 
lows him or her to see, read or alter files 
access provider /'ækses pra,vaido/ 
noun same as ISP 

access rights /‘zkses raits/ plural 
noun the rights of a particular user to ac- 
cess a particular file or data object 
access time /‘zkses taım/ noun 1. the 
total time that a storage device takes be- 
tween the moment the data is requested 
and the return of the data O The access 
time of this dynamic RAM chip is around 
200nS — we have faster versions if your 
system clock is running faster. 2. the length 
of time required to find a file or program, 
either in main memory or a secondary 
memory source 

access unit /'ækses ,ju:nit/ noun (ina 
Token-Ring network) a wiring concentra- 
tor 

accidental /,«ksi'dent(a)l/ adjective 
which happens by accident O Always keep 
backup copies in case of accidental dam- 
age to the master file. 

accordion fold /a'ko:dian fauld/, ac- 
cordion fanfold noun method of folding 
continuous paper, one sheet in one direc- 
tion, the next sheet in the opposite direc- 
tion, allowing the paper to be fed into a 
printer continuously with no action on the 
part of the user. Also called fanfold 
account /s'kaunt/ noun (in a network 
or online system) a record of a user’s 
name, password and rights to access a net- 
work or online system O /f you are a new 
user, you will have to ask the supervisor to 
create an account for you. @ verb to keep 
track of how much time and resources 
each user of a network or online system 
uses 

accounting package noun a piece of 
software that automates a business’s ac- 
counting functions O We now type in each 
transaction into the new accounting pack- 


acoustic delay line 





age rather than write it into a ledger. Also 
called accounts package 

account name /o'kaunt ne1m/ noun 
the unique name of a user on a network or 
online system O John Smith’s account 
name is JSMITH. 

accounts package = /o'kaunts 
peekid3/ noun same as accounting 
package 

accumulate /o'kju:mjuleit/ verb to 
gather several things together over a peri- 
od of time O We have gradually accumu- 
lated a large databank of names and ad- 
dresses. (NOTE: accumulates — accumu- 
lating — accumulated) 

accumulator /s'kju:mjuleita/, accu- 
mulator register noun full form of ACC 
accumulator address h 
'kju:mjulertə ə,dres/ noun an address 
accessed by an instruction held in the ACC 
accumulator shift instruction /ə 
ikju:mjulerto 'fift in,strakfon/ noun a 
command to shift the contents of an ACC 
left or right by one bit 

accuracy /'ækjurəsi/ noun 1. the extent 
to which something is correct or true 2. the 
extent to which a person avoids errors 3. 
the total number of bits used to define a 
number in a computer (NOTE: The more 
bits allocated the greater the accuracy of 
the definition.) 

accuracy control character 
/,ekjorosi kon'troul ,kærıktə/ noun a 
code that indicates whether data is accu- 
rate or whether the data should be disre- 
garded by a particular device 

ACD /,e1 si: 'di:/ noun a specialised tele- 
phone system that can handle lots of in- 
coming calls and direct them to a particu- 
lar operator according to programmed in- 
structions in a database. Full form 
automatic call distribution 

ACDI abbr asynchronous communica- 
tions device interface 

ACF abbr advanced communications 
function 

ACH /,er si: 'ertf/ noun an automated 
network that links banks together and ena- 
bles them to handle payments made from 
one bank to another through electronic 
points of sale and withdrawals from cash- 
points. Full form automated clearing 
house 

achromatic colour /,erkroumetik 
'kalo/ noun a grey colour within the range 
between black and white displayed by a 
graphics adapter 


ACIA /,e1 si: ar 'e1/ noun a circuit that al- 
lows a computer to transmit and receive 
serial data using asynchronous access. Full 
form asynchronous communications 
interface adapter 


ACK /er si: 'ket/ noun a signal that is 
sent from a receiver to indicate that a trans- 
mitted message has been received and that 
it is ready for the next one O The printer 
generates an ACK signal when it has re- 
ceived data. Full form acknowledge 


Ackerman’s_ function /'ækəmənz 
fankfan/ noun a recursive function used 
to test the ability of a compiler to cope 
with recursion 


acknowledge /sak'nvlid3/ noun full 
form of ACK E verb 1. to tell a sender that 
a message or letter has been received 2. to 
send a signal from a receiver to show that 
a transmitted message has been received 
(NOTE: acknowledges — acknowledging — 
acknowledged) 


acknowledge character /sk,nvlid3 
'kærıktə/ noun a special code sent by a re- 
ceiver to indicate to the transmitter that the 
message has been correctly received 


acknowledged mail /ak,nvlid3zd 
‘metl/ noun a function that signals to the 
sender when an electronic mail message 
has been read by the recipient 


ACL /,e1 si: 'el/ noun a security system 
that has a list of user names and passwords 
that is checked by the operating system to 
find out if a particular user is allowed to 
access or use a resource or feature of the 
shared computer or network. Full form ac- 
cess control list 


acoustic /a'ku:stik/ adjective referring 
to sound 


acoustic coupler /s,ku:stik 'kaplo/ 
noun a device that connects to a telephone 
handset, converting binary computer data 
into sound signals to allow it to be trans- 
mitted down a telephone line 


COMMENT: The acoustic coupler also converts 
back from sound signals to digital signals 
when receiving messages. It is basically the 
same as a modem but uses a handset on 
which a loudspeaker is placed to send the sig- 
nals rather than direct connection to the 
phone line. It is portable and clips over both 
ends of a normal telephone handset. It can be 
used even in a public phone booth. The 
acoustic coupler has generally been replaced 
by a direct cable link from the computer’s mo- 
dem to the standard telephone socket. 


acoustic delay line /a,ku:stik dr'ler 
lain/ noun an outdated data storage meth- 


acoustic feedback 





od that delays data in the form of sound 
pulses as they travel across a medium 
acoustic feedback = //a,ku:stik 
'firdbek/ noun p feedback 

acoustic hood /s'ku:stik hud/ noun a 
soundproof cover put over a line printer to 
cut down its noise 

acoustic memory = /a,kurstik 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun same as acoustic store 
acoustic panel /a,ku:stik 'pæn(ə)l/ 
noun a soundproof panel placed behind a 
device to reduce noise 

acoustic store /o'kuistik sto:/ noun 
an outdated form of regenerative memory 
that uses an acoustic delay line. Also 
called acoustic memory 

ACPI /,e1 si: pi: 'a1/ noun a software sys- 
tem that allows the operating system to 
configure compatible hardware automati- 
cally. Full form advanced configuration 
and power interface 

acquisition /,ekwi'z1f(9)n/ noun the 
accepting, capturing or collecting of infor- 
mation 

Acrobat » Adobe Acrobat 

ACS /,e1 si: 'es/ noun a computer linked 
to a network that controls several dial-up 
modems and allows remote users to con- 
nect to the server using a modem link and 
gain access to the network. Full form 
asynchronous communication server 
action /'ækfən/ noun (in a SAA CUA 
front end) a user event, e.g. pressing a spe- 
cial key, that moves the cursor to the action 
bar at the top of the screen 

action bar /'æk fən ba:/ noun a top line 
of the screen that displays the menu names 
action bar pull-down /'ækfən ba: 
pul/ noun (in a SAA CUA front end) a fea- 
ture whereby the full menu is displayed 
below the menu name when a user moves 
the cursor to a particular menu name on 
the action bar 

action code /'ækfən kəud/ noun (in a 
SAA CUA front end) a single letter associ- 
ated with a particular menu option to 
speed up selection. When the letter action 
code is pressed, the menu option is select- 
ed. 

action cycle /,zkJon 'sark(ə)l/ noun 
the series of steps required to carry out a 
process or operation on data, e.g. reading, 
processing, output and storage 

action list /‘ekJoan l1st/ noun (in a SAA 
CUA front end) a list of choices 


ActionMedia /,zkJon'mi:dio/ a trade 
name for a digital video system developed 
by Intel that uses its i750 video processor 
chip to allow a computer to record, play 
back and manipulate digital video 

action message /,xkfon 'mesid3/ 
noun a message displayed to inform the 
user that an action or input is required 
action-object /,2k fon ob'd3ekt/ noun 
(in a SAA CUA front end) an object to 
which a user specifies an action should be 
applied 

activate /'ekti,vert/ verb 1. to start a 
process or to make a device start working 
O Pressing CR activates the printer. 2. (in 
an authoring tool or programming lan- 
guage) to make a button or menu option or 
field on a screen layout available to a user 
O If the button or field is not activated, it is 
normally displayed greyed out and does 
not respond if a user selects it. (NOTE: ac- 
tivates — activating — activated) 

active /'æktıv/ adjective busy, working 
or being used 

active application /,ektiv ,epli 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun (in a multitasking operat- 
ing system) an application currently being 
used by a user 

active area /,ektrv 'eəriə/ noun 1. (in 
a spreadsheet program) the area that con- 
tains data bounded by the top left hand 
corner and the bottom right hand cell 2. (in 
a graphical window) an area that will start 
or select a function if the user moves the 
pointer into it with a mouse 

active cell /‘zektrv sel/ noun the spread- 
sheet cell that is currently selected with a 
cursor or pointer 

active code page /,«ktiv 'kəud 
,pe1d3/ noun a code page currently in use 
by the system 

active database /,xktiv 'dertəbers/ 
noun a database file currently being ac- 
cessed by a database management pro- 
gram 

active device /,ktrv di'vats/ noun an 
electronic component that requires electri- 
cal power to operate and provides gain or 
a logical function 

Active Document /ektiv 
'dpkjumont/ noun a standard Windows 
application that is accessed from within a 
web browser and controlled by special 
commands in the webpage 

active file /,ektiv 'fatl/ noun a file that 
is currently being worked on 
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active gateway /,ektiv 'gertwer/ 
noun (in a network) a gateway that ex- 
changes routing information 

active high /‘zktrv hat/ noun an elec- 
tronic signal that is valid when it is high or 
logical one or at five volts 

active hub /,ektiv 'hab/ noun a hub 
that selectively directs packets of data ac- 
cording to their address or content 
active line /,zktrv 'ların/ noun a line in 
a communications link or port that is being 
used to transfer data or carry control sig- 
nals 

active link /,ektrv 'lmk/ noun a link 
currently being used to transfer informa- 
tion 

active low /,zktrv 'ləu/ noun an elec- 
tronic signal that is valid when it is low or 
logical zero or at zero volts 

active menu /,z2ktrv 'menju:/ noun a 
menu selection currently displayed below 
a menu bar 

active node /,ektiv 'nəud/ noun a 
node on a network connected to or availa- 
ble to connect to another node 

active pixel region /,æktıv 'prks(a)l 
ri:id3ən/ noun an area of a computer 
screen that can display graphic image in- 
formation 

active printer /,ektrv 'prıntə/ noun a 
printer that is currently connected to the 
computer’s printer port 

active program /,ktiv 'prougrem/ 
noun (in a multitasking system) a pro- 
gram that is currently in control of the 
processor 

active record /,ektrv 'reko:d/ noun a 
record that is being updated or accessed 
active region /,ktrv 'ri:d3(a)n/ noun 
an area on a screen that will start an action 
or has been defined as a hotspot 

Active Server Page /,ktrv 'ssivə 
peid3/ noun a webpage that is created 
only when accessed by a visitor, allowing 
the website to display up-to-date informa- 
tion or information from a database O The 
database search results page is imple- 
mented as an Active Server Page. Abbr 
ASP 

active star /'æktıv sta:/ noun a net- 
work consisting of a central point with 
nodes branching out, in which a central 
processor controls and routes all messages 
between devices 

active state /,ektiv 'stert/ noun an 
electronic state in which an action occurs 


active storage /,ektrv 'sto:r1d3/ noun 
a main storage, fast access RAM whose lo- 
cations can be directly and immediately 
addressed by the CPU 

active streaming format /,ektiv 
'striimıp ,formeet/ noun full form of ASF 
active video /,ktiv 'vidiou ,sign(o)l/, 
active video signal noun a part of a vid- 
eo signal that contains picture information 
ActiveVRML /,ektiv vi: a: em 'el/ 
noun» VRML 

active window /,z2ktrv 'windou/ noun 
1. an area of the display screen where the 
operator is currently working 2. (in a GUI 
or SAA CUA front end) the window that is 
currently the focus of cursor movements 
and screen displays. ù window 

ActiveX /,ktrv 'eks/ a trade name for a 
programming language and program defi- 
nition used to create small applications de- 
signed to enhance the functionality of a 
webpage. ù Java, VBScript 


COMMENT: ActiveX applications, called ap- 
plets, are often used to add database or mul- 
timedia effects to a website that cannot be 
supported with basic HTML commands. 
When auser visits the web page that uses the 
ActiveX applet, the program is automatically 
downloaded by the user’s browser and run on 
the user’s computer. 


activities /ek'tivitiz/ plural noun jobs 
or tasks which are being performed on a 
computer 

activity level /zk,tivati 'lev(a)l/ noun 
the maximum number of jobs that can run 
in a multitasking system 

activity light /ek'trviti lart/ noun 
small light or LED on the front of a disk 
drive or computer that indicates when the 
disk drive is reading or writing data to disk 
activity loading /zk,tiviti ‘loudim/ 
nouna method of organising disk contents 
so that the most often accessed files or pro- 
grams can be loaded quickly 

activity ratio /ek,trviti 'rerfiou/ noun 
the number of files currently in use com- 
pared to the total stored 

activity trail /ek'trviti tretl/ noun a 
record of activities carried out 

actual address /,xktJuol 9'dres/ 
noun same as absolute address 

actual code /'æktfuəl koud/ noun 
same as absolute code 

actual data transfer rate /,«ktJuol 
\deito 'treensf3: ,rert/ noun the average 
number of data bits transferred in a period 
of time 


actual instruction 





actual instruction /ektfuol im 
‘strakfon/ noun the resulting instruction 
executed after the modification of an orig- 
inal instruction 

actuator /'æktfuertə/ noun a mechani- 
cal device that can be controlled by an ex- 
ternal signal, e.g. the read/write head in a 
disk drive 

ACU /e1 si: 'ju:/ noun a device that al- 
lows a computer to call stations or dial tel- 
ephone numbers automatically. Full form 
automatic calling unit 

ad abbr Andorra (NOTE: used in email 
and website addresses) 

A/D abbr analog to digital 

ADA /,e1 di: 'e1/ noun a high-level pro- 
gramming language that is used mainly in 
military, industrial and scientific fields of 
computing 

adapt /a'dzpt/ verb to change, adjust or 
modify something so that it fits O Can this 
computer be adapted to take 5.25 inch 
disks? 

adaptation /,dzp'terf(9)n/ noun the 
ability of a device to adjust its sensitivity 
range according to various situations 
adapter /o'depto/, adaptornoun a de- 
vice that allows two or more incompatible 
devices to be connected together 
adapter card /ə'dæptə ka:d/ noun a 
card that plugs into an expansion bus in a 
PC and adds a new function to the compu- 
ter or allows it to communicate with anoth- 
er device (NOTE: A sound card is a type of 
adapter card that plugs into an expan- 
sion connector and allows sound to be 
played back or recorded.) 

adapter plug /o'depto plag/ noun a 
plug that allows plugs with different num- 
bers or shapes of pins to be fitted into the 
same socket 

adaptive channel allocation /ə 
deptiv 'tfen(a)l ælə,kerf(ə)n/ noun 
provision of communications channels ac- 
cording to demand rather than a fixed allo- 
cation 

adaptive compression /o,dzptiv 
kom'pref(a)n/ noun a data compression 
system that continuously monitors the data 
it is compressing and adjusts its own algo- 
rithm to provide the most efficient com- 
pression 

adaptive differential pulse code 
modulation /o,deptiv difo,renf(o)l 
‘pals kəud modju,letf(e)n/ noun full 
form of ADPCM 


adaptive packet assembly /s 
deeptiv 'pekit o,sembli/ noun a method 
used by the MNP error correcting protocol 
to adjust the size of data packets according 
to the quality of the telephone line. The 
better the line, the bigger the packet size. 
adaptive routing /o,deptiv 'ru:try/ 
noun the ability of a system to change its 
communications routes in response to var- 
ious events or situations such as line fail- 
ure (NOTE: The messages are normally 
sent along the most cost-effective path 
unless there is a problem with that route, 
in which case they are automatically re- 
routed.) 

adaptive system /o,dzptiv 'sıstəm/ 
noun a system that is able to alter its re- 
sponses and processes according to inputs 
or situations 

adaptor /s'depto/ noun another spell- 
ing of adapter 

ADB abbr Apple Desktop Bus 

ADC /,e1 di: 'si:/ noun an electronic de- 
vice that converts an analog input signal to 
a digital form, which can be processed by 
a computer. Full form analog to digital 
converter 

add /zed/ verb 1. to put figures together to 
make a total 2. to put things together to 
form a larger group O The software house 
has added a new management package to 
its range of products. 

addend /'ædend/ noun the number add- 
ed to the augend in an addition 

adder /'ædə/ noun a device or routine 
that provides the sum of two or more in- 
puts, either digital or analog 


COMMENT: A parallel adder takes one clock cy- 
cle to add two words, a serial adder takes a 
time equal to the number of bits in a word to 
add. 


adder-subtractor /,edo sob'trekto/ 
noun a device that can either add or sub- 
tract 

add file /'æd fatl/ noun a file in which 
new records are stored prior to updating 
the main database 

add-in /'æd 1n/ noun, adjective some- 
thing that is added to something else E ad- 
jective that is added to something else 
addition /a'dif(a)n/ noun an arithmetic 
operation that produces the sum of an ad- 
dend and augend 

additional /a'dif(a)nal/ adjective which 
is added or extra O Can we link three addi- 
tional workstations to the network? 


addressing method 





addition record /ə,dıf(ə)n 'reko:d/ 
noun a record with changes used to update 
a master record or file 

addition time /s'dif(a)n tarm/ noun 
the time an adder takes to carry out an ad- 
dition operation 

addition without carry /ə,dıf(è)n 
wi0,aut 'keri/ noun an addition opera- 
tion without any carry bits or words 
additive colour /,datrv 'kalo/ nouna 
colour produced by mixing two or three 
colours from red, green and blue 

add-on /'æd pn/ adjective added to a 
computer system to improve its perform- 
ance O The add-on hard disk will boost the 
computer’s storage capabilities. Opposite 
built-in E noun a piece of software or 
hardware that is added to a computer sys- 
tem to improve its performance 

add on board /‘zd pn bo:d/ noun same 
as expansion board 

add register /æd 'red31sta/ noun a reg- 
ister that is an adder 

address /ə'dres/ noun 1. a number al- 
lowing a central processing unit to refer- 
ence a physical location in a storage medi- 
um in a computer system O Each separate 
memory word has its own unique address. 
2. a unique number that identifies a device 
on a network O This is the address at 
which the data starts. ™@ verb to put the lo- 
cation data onto an address bus to identify 
which word in memory or storage device 
is to be accessed O A larger address word 
increases the amount of memory a compu- 
ter can address. 

addressability /ə,dresə'bılıti/ noun 
the control available over pixels on screen 
addressable /ə'dresəb(ə)l/ adjective 
which can be addressed O With the new 
operating system, all of the 5MB of in- 
stalled RAM is addressable. 
addressable cursor /ə,dresəb(ə)l 
'k31so/ noun a cursor which can be pro- 
grammed to be placed in a certain position 
addressable point /ə,dresəb(ə)l 
'pornt/ noun a point or pixel in a graphics 
system that can be directly addressed 
addressable terminal /ə,dresəb(ə)l 
'tsımın(ə)l/ noun a terminal that will only 
accept data if it has the correct address and 
identification number in the message 
header 

address access time /ə,dres 'ækses 
tarm/ noun the total time which a storage 
device takes between the moment the data 
is requested and the return of the data 


address base /ə'dres bers/ noun the 
part of an address that defines the origin to 
which the logical address is added 
address book /ə'dres buk/ noun 1. (in 
a network) a list of node addresses 2. (in 
electronic mail) a list of the network ad- 
dresses of other users to which electronic 
mail can be sent 

address bus /a'dres bas/ noun a phys- 
ical connection that carries the address 
data in parallel form from the central 
processing unit to external devices 
address code /ə'dres kəud/ noun a 
special code that identifies the part of a 
document that is an address 

address computation /ə,dres 
ikompju'terf(9)n/ noun an operation on 
address data in an instruction 

address decoder /ə'dres di: ,kəudə/ 
noun a logical circuit that will produce a 
signal when a certain address or range is 
placed on the address bus 

address field /a'dres fi:ld/ noun 1. (in 
a network) the part of a packet that con- 
tains the address of the destination node 2. 
(in programming) the part of a computer 
instruction that contains the location of the 
operand 

address format /s'dres ,fo:mzt/ noun 
the set of rules defining the way the oper- 
ands, data and addresses are arranged in an 
instruction 

address harvester /a'dres ,ha:vista/ 
noun a computer program that collects 
email addresses from the Internet 
address highway /o'dres ,harwer/ 
noun the set of physical connections that 
carry the address data in a parallel form 
between the central processing unit and 
memory or external devices 
addressing /a'dresi/ noun the process 
of accessing a location in memory 
addressing capacity /o'dresin ko 
\pesiti/ noun the largest location that a 
certain program or CPU can directly ad- 
dress, without special features, e.g. virtual 
memory or memory banks 

addressing level /a'dresin_,lev(o)l/ 
noun zero-level: operand is the address 
part of the instruction; first-level: operand 
stored at the address of the instruction; 
second-level: operand stored at the address 
given in the instruction 

addressing method = /a'dresin 
;meQad/ noun the manner in which a sec- 
tion of memory is located 
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addressing mode /s'dresm moud/ 
noun a way in which a location is ad- 
dressed, e.g. sequential, indexed or direct 
address mapping /o'dres mepin/ 
noun the translation of a virtual address to 
an absolute real address 


address mark /a'dres ma:k/ noun a 
special code on a disk that indicates the 
start of sector location data 


address mask /o'dres ma:sk/ noun a 
pattern of binary data bits that is used to 
block out parts of an address data word. It 
is normally used to separate the network 
and subnet parts of an address within a 
long Internet or IP address. O The address 
mask ‘111000’ will block off the last three 
bits of any address data. 


address modification  /o,dres 
imodifi'ke1f(a)n/ noun the changing of 
the address field, so that it can refer to a 
different location 


address register /o'dres ,red3isto/ 
noun register in a computer that is able to 
store all the bits that make up an address 
,which can then be processed as a single 
unit 

address resolution /a'dres 
irezolu:f(9)n/ noun the converting pf an 
Internet address into the correct physical 
network address that corresponds to the 
distant computer or resource 


address resolution protocol /ə 
idres reza'lu:f(a)n ,proutəkol/ noun 
full form of ARP 


address space /a'dres spets/ noun the 
total number of possible locations that can 
be directly addressed by the program or 
CPU 


address strobe /a'dres straub/ nouna 
signal in the form of a pulse that indicates 
that a valid address is on the address bus 


address track /o'dres trek/ noun 
track on a magnetic disk containing the ad- 
dresses of files or other data stored on oth- 
er tracks 


address translation /o,dres trens 
'lerf(ə)n/ noun an address produced by 
calculating an expression 


address word /a'dres wa:d/ noun a 
computer word that contains the address 
data. In a small micro it is usually made up 
of two data words. 


add time /'æd tarm/ noun a period of 
time taken either by a CPU or adder to per- 
form one addition operation 


adjacent domains /9,d3e1s(9)nt dou 
'meinz/ plural noun two domains linked 
by two adjacent nodes 

adjacent nodes /ə'dzers(ə)nt noudz/ 
plural noun two nodes connected by a path 
that does not connect any other node 
adjunct register /,zd3ankt 'red31sto/ 
noun a 32-bit register in which the top 16 
bits are used for control information and 
only the bottom 16 bits are available for 
use by a program 

adjustment /o9'd3astmont/ noun the 
making of a slight change made to some- 
thing so that it works better, or a change 
made O The brightness needs adjustment. 
AdLib /æd'lrb/ noun a type of sound card 
for a PC with basic sound playback and 
MIDI functions 

administrator /ad'ministreita/ noun a 
person who is responsible for looking after 
a network, including installing, configur- 
ing and maintaining it 

Adobe Acrobat /s,doubi 'ækrəbæt/ a 
trade name for a piece of software that 
converts documents and formatted pages 
into a file format that can be viewed on al- 
most any computer platform or using a 
web browser on the Internet (NOTE: For 
example, if you publish a newsletter, you 
could lay out the pages using a desktop 
publish system, print the pages for a pa- 
per version and convert the files to Acro- 
bat format allowing you to distribute the 
same formatted pages on CD-ROM or 
over the Internet.) 

Adobe Systems /9,daubi 'ststomz/ a 
software company that developed products 
including Acrobat, ATM, and PostScript 
Adobe Type Manager /9,daubi tarp 
'mænıd3ə/ a trade name for a standard for 
describing scalable fonts, used with Apple 
System 7 and Microsoft Windows to pro- 
vide fonts that can be scaled to almost any 
point size, and printed on almost any print- 
er. Abbr ATM 

ADP /,er di: 'pi:/ noun data processing 
done by a computer. Full form automatic 
data processing 

ADPCM /,e1 di: pi: si: 'em/ noun a 
CCITT standard that defines a method of 
converting a voice or analog signal into a 
compressed digital signal. Full form 
adaptive differential pulse code mod- 
ulation 

ADSL /,e1 di: es 'el/ noun high-speed 
transmission standard that uses the same 
copper telephone wires as a normal tele- 
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phone service, but is much faster than a 
standard modem or a digital system such 
as ISDN. Full form Asymmetric Digital 
Subscriber Line (NOTE: As well as the 
speed, ADSL provides a user with an ‘al- 
ways on’ connection to the Internet — 
there is no need to dial an access 
number and no delay. Typically, compa- 
nies provide ADSL for a fixed monthly 
rental; data is usually transferred from 
the Internet to the users computer at 
2Mbps but transferred from the users 
computer to the Internet at a slower rate 
of 256Kbps.) 

advanced configuration and pow- 
er interface /od,va:nst kon,figjo 
reif(a)n on ,pavə 'Intofers/ noun full 
form of ACPI 

Advanced Micro Devices /əd 
varnst 'maikrou di,vatsiz/ full form of 
AMD 

advanced peer-to-peer network- 
ing /od,varnst ,pro tə ,pro 'netwarkin/ 
noun full form of APPN 

advanced power management /ad 
vanst pave 'mænıdzmənt/ noun full 
form of APM 

advanced program to program 
communications /ad,vainst 
prougrem tə ,prougrem kə mjuini 
'kerf(ə)nz/ noun full form of APPC 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency Network /əd,va:nst ,ri:ss:tf 
iprodzekts ,e1d3(9)nsi 'netws:k/ noun 
full form of ARPANET 

advanced run-length limited /od 
vainst 'ran len@ ,ltmitid/ noun a meth- 
od of storing data onto a hard disk that is 
faster and more efficient than RLL. Abbr 
ARLL 

advanced technology attachment 
/od,vainst tek nplədzi ə'tætfmənt/ 
noun full form of ATA 

advanced technology attachment 
packet interface /əd,va:nst tek 
;nolodzi ə, tætfmənt ,pekit 'ıntəfers/ 
noun a type of standard interface that is 
used for CD-ROMs. Abbr ATAPI. Also 
called ATA packet interface 
Advanced Television Systems 
Committee /əd,va:nst 'telrvı3(ə)n 
stistomz ko,miti/ noun full form of 
ATSC 

advanced version = /ad,va:nst 
'‘v31f(a)n/ noun a program with more 
complex features for use by an experi- 
enced user 


advanced wave modulation /od 
ivarnst 'welv ,mpdjulerf(9)n/ noun full 
form of AWM 

advisory lock /əd'varz(ə)ri lok/ noun 
(in a multitasking system) a lock placed 
on a region of a file by one process to pre- 
vent any other process accessing the same 
data 

advisory system /əd,varz(ə)ri 
'sıstəm/ noun an expert system that pro- 
vides advice to a user 

aerial perspective /eorial pə 
'spektiv/ noun a view of a three-dimen- 
sional landscape as if the viewer is above 
the scene 

AFAIK abbr as far as I know (NOTE: used 
in emails and text messages) 

affiliate marketing /a'filiat 
imarkitin/ noun a type of marketing that 
uses a central website to advertise and sell 
products and services from other sites 
affirmative /a'fs:motiv/ adjective 
meaning ‘yes’ o the answer was in the 
affirmative the answer was ‘yes’ 
affirmative acknowledgement /ə 
ifsimotrv ok'nvlid3mont/ noun an ACK 
from the receiver that it has accepted the 
message and is ready for the next one 
AFIPS abbr American Federation of In- 
formation Processing Societies 

AFP /,e1 ef 'pi:/ noun a protocol used to 
communicate between workstations and 
servers in a network of Apple Macintosh 
computers. Full form Appletalk Filing 
Protocol 

afterglow /‘a:ftaglou/ noun » persist- 
ence 

after-image /,a:fto 'ımıd3/ noun a 
copy of a block of data that has been mod- 
ified 

AGC /,e1 d3i: 'si:/ noun an electronic cir- 
cuit that adjusts the level of an incoming 
signal so that it is suitable for the next part 
of the circuit. Full form automatic gain 
control 

agent /‘e1d3ant/ noun 1. a program or 
piece of software that runs on a worksta- 
tion in a network and sends performance 
and statistical information about the work- 
station to a central network management 
console 2. a series of commands or actions 
that are carried out automatically on a par- 
ticular file or data 

aggregate /‘zgrigat/ noun a collection 
of data objects 

aggregate bandwidth /,«grigot 
‘beendwid@/ noun the total bandwidth of a 
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channel carrying a multiplexed data 
stream 
aggregate function = /,xgrigot 


'fankfan/ noun a mathematical database 
function performed on a selected field in 
every record in a selected database 
aggregate line speed /,zgrigoat ‘lain 
,Spi:d/ noun the maximum speed at which 
data can be transmitted through a particu- 
lar channel 


aggregate operator  /,xgrigot 
'pporertə/ noun a command in a database 
management program that starts an aggre- 
gate function 

AGP /,e1 d3i: 'pi:/ noun a dedicated bus 
between a graphics controller and main 
memory that allows data to be transferred 
very quickly without using the main proc- 
essor. Full form accelerated graphics 
port (NOTE: It is used with the Intel Pen- 
tium Il processor to provide very high- 
speed three-dimensional graphics and 
video processing. This port does not re- 
place a PCI bus but works with it.) 

Al /,e1 'at/ noun the design and develop- 
ment of computer programs that attempt to 
imitate human intelligence and decision- 
making functions, providing basic reason- 
ing and other human characteristics. Full 
form artificial intelligence. ò IKBS 
aiming symbol /'eimıy ,stmb(a)I/, 
aiming field noun a symbol displayed on 
screen which defines the area in which a 
light-pen can be detected 

airbrush /'eə,braf/ noun (in graphics 
software) a painting tool that creates a dif- 
fuse pattern of dots, like an mechanical 
airbrush O We used the airbrush to create 
the cloud effects in this image. 

air gap /'eə gzep/ noun a narrow gap be- 
tween a recording or playback head and 
the magnetic medium 

AIX /,e1 ar 'eks/ a trade name for a version 
of UNIX produced by IBM to run on its 
range of PCs, minicomputers and main- 
frames. Full form advanced interactive 
executive 

A law /'ə lo:/ noun a method of encoding 
digital audio data so that an 8-bit data 
word can contain a 13-bit audio sample 
alert /a'ls:t/ noun a warning message 
sent from software to warn a person or ap- 
plication that an error or problem has oc- 
curred 

alert box /a'ls:t boks/ noun a warning 
panel displayed on screen to warn a user 


about something O The alert box warned 
me that I was about to delete all my files. 
alert condition /s,ls:t kən'dıf(ə)n/ 
noun a status of a particular object or de- 
vice that triggers an alarm 

algebra /'zld31bra/ noun the use of let- 
ters in certain mathematical operations to 
represent unknown numbers or a range of 
possible numbers 

algebraic language /,zld31bremk 
‘lengwid3/ noun a context-free language 
ALGOL /'zlgpl/ noun a high-level pro- 
gramming language using algorithmic 
methods for mathematical and technical 
applications. Full form algorithmic lan- 
guage 

algorithm /‘zlgar16(9)m/ noun a set of 
rules used to define or perform a specific 
task or to solve a specific problem 


‘...image processing algorithms are step by step pro- 
cedures for performing image processing opera- 
tions’ [Byte] 

“,..the steps are: acquiring a digitized image, devel- 
oping an algorithm to process it, processing the im- 
age, modifying the algorithm until you are satisfied 
with the result’ [Byte] 


algorithmic /,zlgo'r1dmik/ adjective 
expressed using algorithms 

algorithmic language /,zlgori6mik 
‘lengwid3/ noun full form of ALGOL 
alias /‘etlias/ noun a representative name 
given to a file, port, device or spreadsheet 
cell or range of cells O The operating sys- 
tem uses the alias COM] to represent the 
serial port address 3F Ch. 

aliasing /‘etliastn/ noun jagged edges 
that appear along diagonal or curved lines 
displayed on a computer screen caused by 
the size of each pixel 

alias name /‘etlias netm/ noun another 
name that is used on a network instead of 
the user name 

alien /‘etlian/ adjective not fitting the 
usual system 

alien disk /‘e1lian disk/ noun a disk for- 
matted on another system or containing 
data in a format that cannot be read or un- 
derstood O When you have an alien disk 
select the multi-disk option to allow you to 
turn the disk drive into an alien disk read- 
er. 

alien disk reader /,etlion ‘disk ,ri:do/ 
noun an add-on device that allows a com- 
puter to access data on disks from other 
computers or systems 

align /ə'laın/ verb 1. to make sure that 
the characters to be printed are spaced and 
levelled correctly, either vertically or hori- 
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zontally 2. to arrange numbers into a col- 
umn with all figured lines up against the 
right hand side (right-aligned) or the left- 
hand side (left-aligned) 3. to ensure that a 
read/write head is correctly positioned 
over the recording medium 

aligner /a'latna/ noun a device used to 
make sure that the paper is straight in a 
printer 

aligning edge /s'lamr ed3/ noun an 
edge of an optical character recognition 
system used to position a document 
alignment /s'larnmont/ noun the cor- 
rect spacing and levelling of printed char- 
acters D in alignment correctly aligned 
alignment pin /a'lamnmont pin/ noun a 
peg that fits in a hole to ensure that two de- 
vices are correctly aligned 

allocate /'zlo,kert/ verb to divide a pe- 
riod of time or a piece of work in various 
ways and share it out between users O The 
operating system allocated most of main 
memory to the spreadsheet program. 
(NOTE: allocates — allocating — allocated) 
allocation /,zlo'ke1f(9)n/ noun the di- 
viding of something such as memory, disk 
space, printer use, operating system time, 
or a program or device in various ways 
allocation routine /ælə'kerf(ə)n ru: 
,ti:n/ noun a short program that divides 
the memory resources of a system between 
the software and peripherals that use it 
allocation unit /,zlo'kerf(o)n ,jumnit/ 
noun a sector or set of sectors on a hard 
disk that is used to store a file or part of a 
file 

all points addressable mode /,9:1 
points oa'dresab(a)l ;maud/ noun a 
graphics mode in which each pixel can be 
individually addressed and its colour and 
attributes defined. Also called APA mode 
alpha /‘zlfa/ noun 1. same as alpha test 
O The new software is still in an alpha 
product stage. 2. an item of data that de- 
fines the properties of a pixel or part of an 
image 

ALPHA /‘zlfa/ noun a 64-bit RISC proc- 
essor chip developed by Digital Equip- 
ment Corporation 

alpha beta technique /,zlfo 'bi:tə 
tek,nitk/ noun a free structure technique 
used in artificial intelligence for solving 
game and strategy problems 

alphabetic character set 
/ elfabetik 'keerikta ,set/ noun the set of 
characters, both capitals and small letters, 
that make up the alphabet 














alphabetic string /,lfobetrk 'stri/ 
nouna string that only contains alphabetic 
characters 

alphabetise /‘zlfobetaiz/, alphabet- 
ize verb to put items into alphabetical or- 
der O Enter the bibliographical informa- 
tion and alphabetise it. (NOTE: alphabet- 
ises — alphabetising — alphabetised) 
alpha blending /'ælfə ,blendim/ noun 
control over the transparency of a graphi- 
cal object, normally used to display com- 
plex graphical objects such as glass and 
water 

alpha channel /‘zlfo ,tfan(o)l/ noun 
(in 32-bit graphics systems) the top eight 
bits that define the properties of a pixel 
(NOTE: The lower 24 bits define the pixel’s 
colour.) 

alphageometric /,lfod3i:ou'metrik/ 
adjective referring to a set of codes that in- 
struct a teletext terminal to display various 
graphics patterns or characters 
alphameric /,zlfa'mertk/ adjective US 
same as alphanumeric 

alphamosaic /,zlfamoau'zeitk/ adjec- 
tive (character set) used in teletext to pro- 
vide alphanumeric and graphics characters 
alphanumeric /,zlfonju'merrk/ ad- 
jective using the letters of the alphabet, the 
Arabic numerals and punctuation marks 
(NOTE: The US term is alphameric.) 
alphanumeric array /,lfonjumertk 
ə'rer/ noun an array whose elements are 
letters and numbers 

alphanumeric characters 
/,elfonjumerik 'kærıktəz/ plural noun 
Roman letters and Arabic numerals and 
other signs such as punctuation marks. 
Also called alphanumerics 
alphanumeric data /,zlfonjumerik 
'dertə/ noun data that represents the let- 
ters of the alphabet and the Arabic numer- 
als 

alphanumeric display 
/,elfonjumerik di'splet/ noun a display 
device able to show characters as well as 
numbers 

alphanumeric key /,zlfonjumerik 
'ki:/ noun a keyboard key which produces 
a letter, symbol or figure 
alphanumeric keyboard 
/,elfonjumerik 'kitbo:d/ noun a key- 
board containing character keys as well as 
numerical keys 

alphanumeric operand 
/,eelfonjumerik 'pporeend/ noun an oper- 
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and which can contain alphanumeric char- 
acters, e.g. a string 

alphanumerics /,ælfənju'merıks/ 
plural noun same as alphanumeric char- 
acters 

alphanumeric string /,lfonjumerik 
‘strin/ noun a series of alphanumeric 
characters that are manipulated and treated 
as a single unit 

alpha-particle /‘zlfa ,pa:trk(a)l/ noun 
an emitted alpha radiation particle 
alpha-particle sensitivity /lfo 
pa:tik(9)l ,sensa'tivati/ noun a problem 
experienced by certain MOS memory de- 
vices exposed to alpha radiation, causing 
loss of stored charge and so of data 
alphaphotographic / ,elfafautou 
'græfık/ adjective which represents pic- 
tures using predefined graphics characters, 
for teletext services 

alphasort /,lfo'so:t/ verb to sort data 
into alphabetical order 

alpha test /'ælfə test/ noun the first 
working attempt of a computer product. 
Also called alpha. ò beta test 

alt /o:It/ noun a type of newsgroup on the 
Internet that contains discussions about al- 
ternative subjects. ù newsgroup (NOTE: 
These are not official newsgroups and 
are not supported or monitored by any 
company, and any user can write just 
about anything that he or she wants to 
say. Some online service providers do 
not allow their subscribers to view all of 
the alt newsgroups because they may 
contain offensive and pornographic ma- 
terial.) 

alternate /'s:ltanert/ verb to change 
from one state to another and back, over 
and over again (NOTE: alternates — alter- 
nating — alternated) 

alternate character set /o:1,ts:not 
'kærıktə ,set/ noun a second set of spe- 
cial characters that can be accessed from a 
keyboard O We can print Greek characters 
by selecting the alternate character set. 
alternate key /o:l'ts:not ki:/ noun a 
key in a database file that is not the prima- 
ry key 

alternate mode /o:l'ts:not moud/ 
noun an application for multi-user use, in 
which two operators can access and share 
a single file at the same time 

alternate route /o:1'tsinot ru:t/ nouna 
backup path in a communications system, 
used in case of a fault or breakdown 


alternating current’ /,s:ltoneitin 
‘karont/ noun an electrical current whose 
value varies with time in a regular sinusoi- 
dal way, changing direction of flow each 
half cycle. Abbr AC 


COMMENT: The mains electricity supply uses 
alternating current to minimise transmission 
power loss, with a frequency of 50 Hz in the 
UK, 60 Hz in the USA. 


alternating current? /,o:ltoneitin 
‘karont/ noun full form of AC 
alternation /,o:Ito'nerf(9)n/ noun a 
logical function that produces a true output 
if any input is true 

alternative denial /o:l,ta:notiv dı 
‘natol/ noun a logical function whose out- 
put is false if all inputs are true and true if 
any input is false 

Alt key /‘o:lt ki:/ noun a special key on a 
PC’s keyboard used to activate special 
functions in an application O Press Alt and 
P at the same time to print your document. 


COMMENT: The Alt key has become the stand- 
ard method of activating a menu bar in any 
software running on a PC. For example, Alt-F 
normally displays the File menu of a program, 
Alt-X normally exits the program. 


ALU /,e1 el 'ju:/ noun a section of the 
CPU that performs all arithmetic and logi- 
cal functions. Full form arithmetic logic 
unit. Also called arithmetic unit. ) CPU 
always on /'o:lweiz pn/ adjective refer- 
ring to a feature of high-speed broadband 
communications devices such as cable 
modems and ADSL that link your compu- 
ter to the Internet whereby your computer 
appears to be permanently connected to 
the net and you do not need to dial up a 
special number 

AM abbr amplitude modulation 
ambience /'zmbians/ noun the sum of 
acoustic properties of a room that gives the 
listener a sense of space, creating echoes 
due to the size of the room 

ambient /'æmbiənt/ adjective referring 
to normal background conditions 
ambient noise /,zmbiant 'no1z/ noun 
normal background noise that is present all 
the time, usually given a reference pres- 
sure level of 0.00002 pascal in SI units 
ambient temperature /,embiont 
'tempritfa/ noun the normal average 
temperature of the air around a device 
ambiguity /,zembr'gju:ti/ noun some- 
thing which is not clearly defined 
ambiguity error /,embr'gjurtti ,ero/ 
noun an error due to incorrect selection of 
ambiguous data 
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ambiguous /zem'bigjuos/ adjective 
which has two or more possible meanings 
ambiguous filename /zem,bigjuos 
‘failnerm/ noun a filename which is not 
unique to a single file, making it difficult 
to locate the file 

AMD a company that develops and pro- 
duces processor components including a 
range of processors that are compatible 
with Intel processors and are used in many 
PCs. Full form Advanced Micro Devic- 
es 

amendment record /s,men(d)mont 
'reko:d/ noun a record containing new in- 
formation used to update a master record 
or file 

American National Standards In- 
stitute /a,meriken nef(a)noal 
‘steendodz ,mstitju:t/ noun full form of 
ANSI 

American Standard Code for In- 
formation Interchange /s,mertken 
stended koud for ,mfomerf(s)n 
'ıntət fernd3/ noun full form of ASCII 
America Online /s,mertks 'pnlatn/ a 
company that is the largest Internet service 
provider in the world. Abbr AOL 
amount /a'maunt/ verb o to amount to 
to make a total of O The total keyboarded 
characters amount to ten million. 

amp /emp/ noun same as ampere 
(NOTE: used with figures: a 13-amp fuse) 
ampere /'zemped/ noun the base SI unit 
of electrical current, defined as the current 
flowing through an impedance of one ohm 
which has a voltage of one volt across it. 
Abbr A 

amplification /,eemplifi'kerf(a)n/ 
noun the output-to-input signal strength 
ratio O Increase the amplification of the 
input signal. 

amplifier /‘empli,faro/ noun an elec- 
tronic circuit that magnifies the power of a 
signal 

amplify /‘zmpli,fat/ verb to magnify a 
signal power or amplitude O The received 
signal needs to be amplified before it can 
be processed. (NOTE: amplifies — amplify- 
ing — amplified) 

amplitude /'empli,tju:d/ noun the 
strength or size of a signal 

amplitude modulation /‘emplitju:d 
modju,lerf(ə)n/ noun a method of carry- 
ing data by varying the size of a carrier sig- 
nal of fixed frequency according to the 
data 














amplitude quantisation 
/emplitju:id ,kwontar'ze1f(9)n/ noun 
conversion of an analog signal to a numer- 
ical representation 


analog /l'ænəlog/, analogue 
/'æn(ə)log/ noun the representation and 
measurement of numerical data by contin- 
uously variable physical quantities, as for 
the size of electrical voltages. Compare 
digital 

analog channel /,enolpg 'tfæn(ə)l/ 
noun a communications line that carries 
analog signals such as speech 

analog computer /enolng kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a computer which processes 
data in analog form, represented by a con- 
tinuously varying signal 

analog data /,enolng 'dertə/ noun 
data that is represented as a continuously 
variable signal. Speech is a form of analog 
data. 

analog display /,enolvg di'splet/ 
nouna display or monitor that can display 
an infinite range of colours or shades of 
grey, unlike a digital display that can only 
display a finite range of colours. VGA 
monitors are a form of analog display. 


analog gate /‘znoalpg geit/ noun a log- 
ic gate whose output is proportional to an 
input signal 

analog input card /,enolng 'mput 
ikard/ noun all circuitry on one PCB re- 
quired for amplifying and converting ana- 
log input signals to a digital form 
analog line /,enolng 'laın/ noun a 
communications line that carries analog 
signals, e.g. a telephone line 


analog loopback /,znalpg 'lu:pbæk/ 
noun a test mode on a modem used to test 
the serial port of the local computer or ter- 
minal o analog loopback with selftest a 
test mode on a modem used to test the se- 
rial port of the modem 

analog monitor /,enolvog ‘monito/ 
noun a display screen that uses a continu- 
ously variable input signal to control the 
colours display so that it can display a near 
infinite range of colours 


analog output card /,enoalpg avut 
‘put ,kard/ noun all circuitry on one PCB 
required to convert digital output data 
from a computer to an analog form 


analog recording /,noalpg ri'ko:di/ 
noun the storing of signals in their natural 
form without conversion to digital form 
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analog representation /,ænəlog 
reprızen'terf(ə)n/ noun a value or varia- 
ble in analog form 

analog signal /ænəlog 'sıgn(ə)l/ 
noun a continuously varying signal 
analog to digital /ænəlog tə 
‘didzit(a)l/ adjective referring to chang- 
ing a signal from an analog form to a dig- 
itally coded form. Abbr A/D, A to D 
analog to digital converter 
/,enalog ta ,did3it(a)l kən'vs:tə/ noun 
full form of ADC 

analog transmission = /,znalvg 
traenz'm1f(9)n/ noun data transmission in 
which the data is sent as a series of chang- 
es in a continuously varying signal 
analyser /'znolaiza/ noun a piece of 
electronic test equipment that displays var- 
ious features of a signal (NOTE: The US 
spelling is analyzer.) 

analyst /‘znolist/ noun a person who 
carries out an analysis of a problem 
analytical engine = /,enolitrik(a)l 
‘end3in/ noun a mechanical calculating 
machine developed by Charles Babbage in 
1833 that is generally considered the first 
general-purpose digital computer 
anamorphic /,eno'mo:fik/ adjective 
referring to an image that has unequal ver- 
tical and horizontal scaling, making it ap- 
pear squashed or taller than the original 
ancestral file /en,sestral 'fatl/ noun a 
system of backing up files based on a son 
to father to grandfather file, where the son 
is the current working file 

anchor cell /‘znko sel/ noun a cell in a 
spreadsheet program that defines the start 
of a range of cells 

ancillary equipment /en,silori 1 
‘kwipmont/ noun equipment which is 
used to make a task easier but which is not 
absolutely necessary 

AND /end/ noun an operator, often used 
in searches, that matches text that contains 
both search words. Compare OR (NOTE: 
For example, searching for ‘cat AND dog’ 
finds all entries that contain both the 
words ‘cat’ and ‘dog’) 

AND circuit, AND element noun same 
as AND gate 

AND function /‘end fankfan/ noun a 
logical function whose output is true if 
both its inputs are true. Also called coin- 
cidence function 


COMMENT: If both inputs are 1, results of the 
AND will be 1. If one of the input digits is 0, 
then AND will produce a 0. 


AND gate /'ænd geit/ noun electronic 
gate that performs a logical AND function 
on electrical signals. Also called AND cir- 
cuit, AND element. Compare coinci- 
dence gate 

AND operation /'ænd ,ppərerf(ə)n/ 
noun the processing of two or more input 
signals, outputting their AND function 


anechoic chamber §/,enekourk 
'tfermbo/ noun a perfectly quiet room in 
which sound or radio waves do not reflect 
off the walls 

angle /'æņgəl/ noun a measure of the 
change in direction, usually as the distance 
turned from a reference line 

angled line /,znglad 'larn/ noun a line 
with three or more points, e.g. a zig-zag 
angstrom /'znstrom/ noun a unit of 
measurement equal to one thousand mil- 
lionth of a metre. Abbr A 

ANI /,e1 en 'ar/ noun a telephone system 
which displays the telephone number of 
the caller. Full form automatic number 
identification 

animated GIF /,ent,mertid ,d3i: ar 
'ef/ noun a simple animation effect creat- 
ed by saving several small graphic images 
within one file so that they can be repeat- 
edly displayed in sequence giving an im- 
pression of animation. It is often used to 
create animated buttons or other effects on 
a webpage. ù transparent GIF 
animation /,ni'metf(9)n/ noun the 
creation of the illusion of movement by 
displaying a series of slightly different im- 
ages on screen very rapidly to give the ef- 
fect of smooth movement. Also called 
computer animation 

animation software /,æni'merf(ə)n 
SDftwed/ noun software that allows you 
to draw several separate frames, each 
slightly different, and then display them 
one after another in rapid succession to 
give the impression of movement. Each 
frame is called a cel and the objects that 
move are normally called actors. 
animatronics /,ntmo'troniks/ noun 
a technology that uses computers and a 
form of radio control to make puppets or 
other models appear to move in a lifelike 
way, e.g. in films 

annotation /,zno'terf(9)n/ noun a 
comment or note in a program which ex- 
plains how the program is to be used 
annotation symbol /,znou'terf(a)n 
,simb(9)I/ noun a symbol used when mak- 
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ing flowcharts, to allow comments to be 
added 


announce /s'nauns/ verb to publicise a 
new or updated website by registering the 
domain name with the main search en- 
gines; (NOTE: announces — announcing — 
announced) 


COMMENT: Each search engine allows a per- 

son to add a new website and enter a descrip- 

tion and category. Because there are now 

several hundred search engines, special soft- 

ware utilities are available to automatically 

register the website with each engine. 
annunciator /a'nansietta/ noun a sig- 
nal which can be heard or seen in order to 
attract attention 


anode /'zenaud/ noun a positive electri- 
cal terminal of a device 


anonymiser  /o'nonimaizo/, ano- 
nymizer noun a website that allows a per- 
son to browse the World Wide Web with- 
out leaving any traces of his or her identity 


anonymous FTP /o,nonimos ef ti: 
'pi:/ noun a method commonly used on 
the Internet that allows a user to connect to 
a remote computer using the FTP protocol 
and log in as a guest to download publicly 
accessible files. ò FTP (NOTE: If you are 
using the FTP protocol to connect to a re- 
mote computer and you are asked for a 
login name and password, you can nor- 
mally gain access to the remote compu- 
ters public areas by entering ‘anony- 
mous’ as the login user name and your 
full email address as the password.) 
ANSI /‘znsi/ a US organisation which 
specifies computer and software stand- 
ards, including those of high-level pro- 
gramming languages (US) Full form 
American National Standards Institute 
ANSI C /,zensi 'si:/ noun a standard ver- 
sion of the C programming language 
ANSI driver /‘ensi ,dratvo/ noun a 
small resident software program in a PC 
that interprets ANSI screen control codes 
and controls the screen appropriately 
ANSI escape sequence /,xnsi | 
'skerp ,sitkwoans/ noun a sequence of 
ANSI screen control characters that con- 
trols the colours and attributes of text on 
screen (NOTE: The sequence must begin 
with the ASCII character Esc (ASCII 27) 
and the character [ (ASCII 91).) 

ANSI keyboard /,zensi 'ki:bo:d/ noun 
a standard for a keyboard that provides ei- 
ther uppercase or upper and lowercase 
characters on a typewriter-style keyboard 


ANSI screen control /,ensi 'skri:n 
kon,traul/ noun a set of standard codes 
developed by ANSI that control how col- 
ours and simple graphics are displayed on 
a computer screen 

answer /‘a:ns9/ verb to reply to a signal 
and set up a communications link O The 


first modem originates the call and the 


second answers it. 

answer back /'a:nsə bek/ noun a sig- 
nal sent by a receiving computer to identi- 
fy itself 

answering machine /‘a:ns(a)r1n mo 
Jitn/ noun an application software that 
runs on a PC and controls a modem that 
has voice-mail functionality 

answer mode /‘a:nso maud/ noun the 
state of a modem that is waiting to receive 
a telephone call and establish a connection 
answer modem /‘a:nsa_ ,moudem/ 
noun the state of a modem that emits an 
answertone before establishing a connec- 
tion with an originate modem 
answer/originate, answer/originate 
device noun a communications device, 
e.g. a modem, that can receive or send data 
answer time /‘a:nso taim/ noun the 
time taken for a receiving device to re- 
spond to a signal 

answertone /‘a:nsotoun/ noun a tone 
an answering modem emits before the car- 
rier is exchanged 

anthropomorphic software 
/,en@Orapomo:fik 'softwes/ noun artifi- 
cial intelligence software that appears to 
react to what a user says 

anti-aliasing / enti ‘etliostn/ noun 1. a 
method of reducing the effects of jagged 
edges in graphics by using shades of grey 
to blend in along edges. Also called de- 
jagging 2. a method of adding sound sig- 
nals between the sound samples to create a 
smoother sound 

anticoincidence circuit /,entikou 
‘msidons__,saikit/, anticoincidence 
function noun a logical function whose 
output is true if either of two inputs is true, 
and false if both inputs are the same 
anti-static mat /,enti ,stetik 'met/ 
nouna special rubberised mat which dissi- 
pates static electricity charge through an 
electrical earth connection (NOTE: An op- 
erator touches the mat before handling 
sensitive electronic components that 
could be damaged by static electricity.) 
anti-tinkle suppression  /,enti 
'tink(a)l sa,pref(a)n/ noun a switch that 
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prevents other telephones on a line ringing 
when a modem dials out 

anti-virus program /,enti 'varrəs 
,prougrem/ noun a software program that 
looks for virus software on a computer and 
destroys it before it can damage data or 
files 

anti-virus software /,enti 'varrəs 
spftwea/ noun software that removes a 
virus from a file 

anycast /‘enika:st/ noun a type of com- 
munication in which a single computer 
user sends data across a network to the 
nearest of a group of receivers 

AOL abbr America Online 

APA abbr all points addressable 
Apache HTTPD /s,petfi etf ti: ti: 
pi: 'di:/ noun a popular piece of web serv- 
er software that provides the basic func- 
tions required to operate a web server on a 
computer 

aperture /'æpət fə/ noun an opening ina 
device that allows a certain amount of light 
or a signal to pass through it 

aperture mask /'æpətfə ma:sk/ noun 
a mask used in colour monitors to keep the 
red, green and blue beams separate 

API /,e1 pi: 'at/ noun a set of standard 
program functions and commands that al- 
low any programmer to interface a pro- 
gram with another application O Jf I follow 
the published API for this system, my pro- 
gram will work properly. Full form appli- 
cation programming interface 

APL /,e1 pi: 'el/ noun a high-level pro- 
gramming language used in scientific and 
mathematical work. Full form A pro- 
gramming language 

APM /,er pi: 'em/ noun a specification 
that allows an operating system such as 
older Windows to control the power man- 
agement features of a computer. Full form 
advanced power management. ò ACPI 
(NOTE: This standard has been replaced 
by the ACPI standard in Windows 98 and 
Windows NT 5.0.) 

APPC / e1 pi: pi: 'si:/ noun a set of pro- 
tocols developed by IBM that allows peer- 
to-peer communication between worksta- 
tions connected to an SNA network. Full 
form advanced program to program 
communication. Also called LU 6.2 pro- 
tocols 

append /s'pend/ verb 1. to add data to 
an existing file or record O If you enter the 
DOS command COPY A+B, the file B will 


be appended to the end of file A. 2. to add 
a file or data to the end of an existing file 
Apple Computer Corporation 
/,ep(e)l kom'pju:ta ,korporeif(a)n/ a 
company, formed in 1975, that has devel- 
oped a range of personal computers in- 
cluding the Apple II, Apple Lisa and, more 
recently, the Apple Mac 


“Apple Computer has fleshed out details of a migra- 
tion path to the PowerPC RISC architecture for its 7 
million Apple Macintosh users. Developments in the 
pipeline include PowerPC versions of the AppleTalk 
Remote Access networking protocol.’ [Computing] 


Apple Desktop Bus /,zp(o)l 
desktop 'bas/ a trade name for a serial 
bus built into Apple Macs that allows low- 
speed devices, e.g. the keyboard and 
mouse, to communicate with the proces- 
sor. Abbr ADB 

Apple file exchange /,æp(ə)l ‘fail rks 
it fernd3/ a trade name for a software pro- 
gram that runs on an Apple Mac allowing 
it to read disks from a PC 

Apple filing protocol /,p(o)! 'farlıy 
\proutoknl/ a trade name for a method of 
storing files on a network server so that 
they can be accessed from an Apple Mac. 
Abbr AFP 

Apple Key /'æp(ə)l ki:/ a trade name for 
a special key on the keyboard of an Apple 
Mac that, when pressed with another key, 
provides a short-cut to a menu selection 
Apple Mac /‘zp(o)l mek/, Apple Mac- 
intosh computer a trade name for any of 
a range of personal computers developed 
by Apple Computer Corporation that has a 
graphical user interface and uses the 
68000 family of processors 
AppleScript /‘zp(o)lskript/ a trade 
name for a script language built into the 
operation system of an Apple Mac that al- 
lows a user to automate simple tasks 
Appleshare /'zp(o)lfeo/ a trade name 
for software that allows Apple Macs to 
share files and printers using a file server 
Apple System /p(o)l 'ststom/ a 
trade name for a version of the operating 
system for the Apple Mac that introduces 
multitasking, virtual memory and peer-to- 
peer file sharing 

applet /‘zplot/ noun 1. a small utility 
within Microsoft Windows, originally any 
of the icons in the Control Panel window, 
but now any piece of software that is used 
to configure the computer O There are ap- 
plets to help format your disk and config- 
ure your keyboard. 2. a small applications 
on the Internet designed to enhance the 
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functionality of a webpage. ù ActiveX, 
Java, VBScript (NOTE: For example, if 
you want to add multimedia effects to 
your webpage, you cannot carry out 
these functions with standard HTML 
commands, but you could write a small 
ActiveX program, called an applet, that is 
automatically downloaded by the user’s 
browser and run on the users computer.) 


AppleTalk /'æp(ə)lta:k/ a trade name 
for a communications protocol developed 
by the Apple Computer Corporation that 
carries data over network hardware be- 
tween two or more Apple Macs and pe- 
ripherals (NOTE: AppleTalk is similar to 
the seven-layer OSI protocol model. It 
can link up to 32 devices, uses a CS- 
MA/CA design and transmits data at 230 
Kbps.) 

AppleTalk Filing Protocol /,æp(ə)l 
tork 'farlıy ,proutokol/ full form of AFP 
appliance computer /s,plarons kom 
‘pjuite/ noun a ready-to-run computer 
system that can be bought in a shop, taken 
home and used immediately for a particu- 
lar purpose. ù turnkey system 
application /,pli'kerf(o)n/ noun a 
task which a computer performs or a prob- 
lem which a computer solves 
application configuration access 
protocol /,eplikerf(a)n kon,figju 
reif(a)n 'ekses ,provtokol/ full form of 
ACAP 

application developer 
/ eplikerf(a)n di'velopa/ noun a pro- 
grammer who designs the look of an appli- 
cation and defines its functions 
application file /,pli'kerf(o)n farl/ 
noun a binary file stored on disk that con- 
tains the machine code instructions of a 
program 

application form /epli'kerf(o)n fo:m/ 
noun a form to be filled in when applying 
for something O to fill in an application 
form for an account on the system 
application generator = =/,epli 
‘kerf(a)n ,dzenoreita/ noun a piece of 
special software that allows a programmer 
to define the main functions and look of an 
application. The generator then automati- 
cally creates the instructions to carry out 
the defined application. 

application icon /,epli'kerf(a)n 
,aikpn/ noun a small image or graphical 
symbol that represents an application pro- 
gram in a graphical user interface 


application layer /,epli'kerf(o)n 
,le1a/ noun the seventh and top layer in an 
ISO/OSI network, which allows a user to 
requests functions such as transfer files, 
send mail and use resources. The other 
layers are not normally accessed by users. 
application orientated language 
/,eplikerf(o)n ,orriontertid 'langwid3/ 
noun a programming language that pro- 
vides functions which allow the user to 
solve certain application problems 
application package /,æpli'kerf(ə)n 
peekid3/ noun a set of computer pro- 
grams and manuals that cover all aspects 
of a particular task, e.g. payroll, stock con- 
trol or tax. Also called applications 
package 

application program /,zpli'ke1f(o)n 
|prougrem/ noun a piece of application 
software O The multi-window editor is 
used to create and edit applications pro- 
grams. 

application programming inter- 
face /zplikeif(o)n 'prougræmıņ 
Antofers/ noun full form of API 
application service element 
/,eplikerf(o)n 'ssıvıs ,elimənt/ noun a 
part of a program in the application layer 
of an OSI environment that interacts with 
the layers beneath it 

application service provider 
/,eplikerf(a)n 's3rvis prə,vardə/ noun a 
specialist company that installs, config- 
ures and manages software on its own 
server and then allows any business to use 
the software via the Internet or a private 
network. Abbr ASP (NOTE: The user does 
not realise that the software is located on 
a distant server, and the business does 
not need to buy or support the software, 
just rent it.) 

application software /,æplıkerf(ə)n 
'softweə/ noun software designed to 
make the computer do what is required and 
perform particular tasks. Also called ap- 
plications software 

applications package = /,epli 
'kerf(a)nz ,pækıd3/ noun same as appli- 
cation package 

application specific integrated 
circuits /,eplikerf(a)n spə,sıfık 
Antigreitid 'ssikıts/ noun full form of 
ASIC 

applications programmer /,zplr 
'kerf(a)nz ,prougræmə/ noun a pro- 
grammer who writes application software 
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applications software = /,epli 
'kerf(ə)nz ,softwea/ noun same as ap- 
plication software 
application terminal /,æpli'ke1f(ə)n 
tsrmin(a)l/, applications terminal 
/,epli'kerf(9)nz ,ts:min(9)I/ noun a ter- 
minal, e.g. at a sales desk, which is spe- 
cially configured to carry out certain tasks 
application window /,æpli'kerf(ə)n 
;windau/ noun an application program 
running in a window displayed in a graph- 
ical user interface such as Microsoft’s 
Windows 
APPN / e1 pi: pi: 'en/ noun an extension 
to the IBM SNA protocol that allows 
workstations to share information on a 
peer-to-peer basis without the need for a 
central mainframe. Full form advanced 
peer-to-peer networking (NOTE: It is of- 
ten used to route information around a 
network and dynamically adjusts the 
route if part of the network is damaged.) 
approximation error = /a,proks1 
‘meif(a)n ,era/ noun an error caused by 
rounding off a real number 
A programming language /,e1 
‘prougremin ,lengwid3/ noun full form 
of APL 
APT /,e1 pi: 'ti:/ noun a programming 
language used to control numerically con- 
trolled machines. Full form automatical- 
ly programmed tools 
Arabic figures /,zrobik 'fıgəz/ noun 
same as Arabic numbers 
Arabic numbers /,zrobik 'namboz/, 
Arabic figures /,zrabik 'fıgəz/, Arabic 
numerals /,zrobik 'nju:moral/ noun 
figures such as 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. (as opposed 
to the Roman numerals I, II, HI. IV, etc.) O 
The page numbers are written in Arabic 
figures. 
arbitration software /,a:br'trerf(o)n 
\spftweo/ noun software that is responsi- 
ble for allocating resources to devices, of- 
ten used to manage the way Plug and Play 
adapters use other resources in a computer 
Archie /‘a:tfi:/ noun a system of servers 
on the Internet that catalogue the public 
files available on the Internet 
architecture /‘a:kitektfo/ noun the 
layout and interconnection of a computer’s 
internal hardware and the logical relation- 
ships between CPU, memory and I/O de- 
vices 

‘Software giant Microsoft is also interested in using 

Xerox’ Glyph technology as part of its Microsoft At 


Work architecture that seeks to unite office comput- 
ers with fax machines and copiers.’ [Computing] 


archival quality /‘a:karv(o)l ,kwoloti/ 
noun the length of time that a copy can be 
stored before it becomes illegible 
archive /‘a:karv/ noun storage of data 
over a long period ™ verb to put data in 
storage (NOTE: archives — archiving — ar- 
chived) 

archive attribute /,a:karv o'tribju:t/, 
archive bit noun a special attribute at- 
tached to a file that indicates if the file has 
been archived since it was last changed. 
Also called archive flag 

archived copy /,a:katvd 'kppi/ noun a 
copy kept in storage 

archive file /‘a:karv farl/ noun a file 
containing data which is out of date but 
which is kept for future reference 
archive flag /‘a:karv flaeg/ noun same 
as archive attribute 

archive site /‘a:kartv sart/ noun one 
computer on the Internet that provides a 
vast collection of public-domain files and 
programs, copied from other computers 
around the Internet, that a user can down- 
load 

archive storage /,a:karv 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun storage of data for a long period of 
time 

area /'eəriə/ noun a section of memory or 
code that is reserved for a certain purpose 
area fill /'eəriə f1l/ noun (in graphics) an 
instruction to fill an area of the screen or 
an enclosed pattern with a colour or pat- 
tern 

area graph /'eəriə gra:f/ noun a line 
graph in which the area below the line is 
filled with a pattern or colour 

area search /'eəriə s3:tf/ noun a 
search for specific data within a certain 
section of memory or files 

arg /a:g/ noun same as argument 
argument /‘a:gjumont/ noun a variable 
acted upon by an operator or function O If 
you enter the words ‘MULTIPLY A, B’, the 
processor will recognise the operator, 
MULTIPLY, and use it with the two argu- 
ments, A and B. ù operand. Abbr arg 
argument separator /‘a:gjumont 
Seporeita/ noun a punctuation mark or 
symbol that separates several arguments 
on one line O The command ‘MULTIPLY 
A, B’ uses a comma as the argument sepa- 
rator. 

arithmetic capability /,eri@metrk 
iKerpa'biliti/ noun the ability of a device 
to perform mathematical functions 
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arithmetic check /s'r1i6motik tfek/ 
noun a further arithmetic operation carried 
out to ensure that a result is correct 


arithmetic functions /s,ri@motik 
'fankJonz/ plural noun calculations car- 
ried out on numbers, e.g. addition, subtrac- 
tion, multiplication and division 
arithmetic instruction /,r1imetik 
in'strakfon/ noun an instruction to per- 
form an arithmetic operation on data rather 
than a logical function 

arithmetic logic unit /eriOmetik 
'lod3ık ,jurnit/ noun full form of ALU 
arithmetic operation /,ri0metik 
,Dpa're1f(a)n/ noun a mathematical func- 
tion carried out on data 

arithmetic operator /,ri0metik 
‘pporeita/ noun a symbol which indicates 
an arithmetic function, e.g. + for addition, 
x for multiplication 

arithmetic register /,eri@metik 
'red3z1sto/ noun a memory location which 
stores operands 

arithmetic shift /,eriOmetik 'Jift/ 
noun a word or data moved one bit to the 
left or right inside a register, losing the bit 
shifted off the end 

arithmetic unit /,eriOmetik 'ju:nıt/ 
noun same as ALU 

arm /a:m/ verb 1. to prepare a device or 
machine or routine for action or inputs 2. 
to define which interrupt lines are active 
armed interrupt /a:md 'ıntərapt/ 
noun an interrupt line which has been 
made active, using an interrupt mask 
ARP /,e1 a: 'pi:/ noun a protocol within 
the TCP/IP standard that is used to deter- 
mine whether the source and destination 
address in a packet are in the data-link 
control or Internet protocol format. Full 
form address resolution protocol 
(NOTE: Once the format of the address is 
known, the packet can be correctly rout- 
ed over a network.) 

ARPANET /‘a:ponet/ noun the original 
network of interconnected computers, 
linked by leased lines, that formed the first 
prototype for the current Internet. It was 
developed by the US Department of De- 
fense. Full form advanced research 
projects agency network 

ARQ /,e1 a: 'kju:/ noun an error correc- 
tion system, used in some modems, which 
asks for data to be re-transmitted if it con- 
tains errors. Full form automatic repeat 
request 


array /o're1/ noun an ordered structure 
containing individually accessible ele- 
ments referenced by numbers, used to 
store tables or sets of related data 

array bounds /s're1 baundz/ plural 
noun limits to the number of elements 
which can be given in an array 

array dimension /s're1 dat,men/J(9)n/ 
noun the number of elements in an array, 
given as rows and columns 

array element /o'rer ,elimont/ noun 
one individual piece of data within an ar- 
ray 

array processor /ə'rer ,prauseso/ 
noun a computer that can act upon several 
arrays of data simultaneously, for very fast 
mathematical applications O The array 
processor allows the array that contains 
the screen image to be rotated with one 
simple command. 

arrow key /'zrau ki:/ noun each of a set 
of four keys on a keyboard that move the 
cursor or pointer around the screen, con- 
trolling movement up, down, left and right 
arrow pointer /,rau 'pomts/ noun a 
small arrow on-screen that you can move 
using the mouse 

artefact /‘a:tifekt/, artifact noun 1. a 
very small error in a video signal 2. a very 
small error in a digital version of an analog 
signal 

article /'a:tık(ə)l/ noun one message ina 
newsgroup 

artifact /‘a:trfeekt/ noun another spell- 
ing of artefact 

artificial intelligence /,a:tif1f(o)l ın 
'tel1d3(9)ns/ noun full form of Al 
artificial life /,a:trf1f(9)I 'larf/ noun the 
use of computer systems to imitate aspects 
of natural human behaviour such as learn- 
ing and reproduction 

artificial neural network /,a:trif1f(o0)1 
'njuərəl »netw3:k/ noun a system for 
processing information that is made up of 
interconnected elements that behave in a 
similar way to the neurons in the human 
nervous system and have the ability to 
learn through experience 

artwork /‘a:t,wa:k/ noun graphical 
work or images 

ascend /s'send/ verb to increase 
ascender /a'senda/ noun a part of a 
character that rises above the main line of 
printed characters, e.g. the upward line of 
a ‘b’ or ‘d’ 
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ascending order /s,sendin 'o:do/ 
noun an arrangement of data with the 
smallest value or date first in the list 
ASCII /‘zski:/ noun a code which repre- 
sents alphanumeric characters in binary 
code. Full form American Standard 
Code for Information Interchange 
ASCII character /'æski ,kertkto/ 
noun a character which is in the ASCII list 
of codes 

ASCII file /‘zeski fatl/ noun a stored file 
containing only ASCII coded character 
data O Use a word processor or other pro- 
gram that generates a standard ASCII file. 
ASCII keyboard / ski 'ki:bo:d/ noun 
a keyboard that provides a key for every 
ASCII code 

ASCII text /‘zski tekst/ noun the set of 
letter and number characters with an AS- 
CII code between 0 and 127 

ASCIIZ string /,zski: 'zed ,strin/ noun 
a sequence of ASCII characters followed 
by the ASCII code zero that indicates the 
end of the sequence in programming 
ASF /,e1 es 'ef/ noun a multimedia deliv- 
ery format developed by Microsoft for de- 
livery over the Internet and used in its Net- 
Show product. Full form active stream- 
ing format 

ASIC /,e1 es at 'si:/ plural noun specially 
designed ICs for one particular function or 
to special specifications. Full form appli- 
cation specific integrated circuits 
ASP abbr 1. Active Server Page 2. appli- 
cation service provider 

aspect ratio /,espekt 'retfiou/ noun 
the ratio of the width to the height of pixel 
shapes 

aspect system /,zspekt 'sistom/ 
noun a method of storing and indexing 
documents in a retrieval system 

ASR /,eres 'a:/ noun a device or terminal 
that can transmit and receive information. 
Full form automatic send/receive. 
Compare KSR 


COMMENT: An ASR terminal can input informa- 
tion via a keyboard or via a tape cassette or 
paper tape. It can receive information and 
store it in internal memory or on tape. 


ASR keyboard /,e1 es a: 'kirbo:d/ 
noun a communications console keyboard 
that has all the characters and punctuation 
keys and special control, send and receive 
keys 

assemble /s'semb(a)I/ verb 1. to put a 
hardware or software product together 
from various smaller parts O The parts for 


the disk drive are made in Japan and as- 
sembled in France. (NOTE: assembles — 
assembling — assembled) 2. to translate 
assembly code into machine code O There 
is a short wait during which time the pro- 
gram is assembled into object code. 3. to 
insert specific library routines or macros 
or parameters into a program 


assembler /a'sembla/ noun a program 
which converts a program written in as- 
sembly language into machine code. Also 
called assembler program 


assembler error messages /ə 
ssembla 'era ,mesid3/ plural noun mes- 
sages produced by an assembler that indi- 
cate that errors have been found in the 
source code 


assembler language /ə'semblə 
jlangwid3/ noun same as assembly lan- 
guage 

assembler mnemonic /ə,semblə nı 
‘monik/ noun a standard word abbrevia- 
tion used when writing a program for a 
particular CPU in assembly language, e.g. 
LDA for load register A 

assembler program /ə'semblə 
|praugrem/ noun same as assembler 


assembly /a'sembli/ noun the process 
of putting an item together from various 
parts O There are no assembly instructions 
to show you how to put the computer to- 
gether. 


assembly code /a'sembli kaud/ noun 
a set of mnemonics which are used to rep- 
resent machine code instructions in an as- 
sembler program 


assembly language /ə'sembli 
jlangwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage using mnemonics to code instruc- 
tions which will then be converted to ma- 
chine code. Also called assembler lam- 
guage, base language 

assembly listing /ə'sembli lıstı9/ 
noun a display of an assembler ordered ac- 
cording to memory location 

assembly plant /s'sembli pla:nt/ 
nouna factory where units are put together 
from parts made in other factories 
assembly routine /o'sembli ru:,ti:n/, 
assembly system /s'sembli ,ststom/ 
noun a part of a computer program that 
translates assembly code into machine 
code 

assembly system /ə'semblı ,ststam/ 
noun same as assembly routine 
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assembly time /s'sembli tarm/ noun 
the time taken by an assembler to translate 
a program 

assertion /9's3:f(a)n/ noun a program 
statement of a fact or rule 


assets /'æsets/ plural noun separate 
data elements such as video, audio and im- 
age that are used in a multimedia applica- 
tion 

assign /a'sain/ verb 1. to give a compu- 
ter or person something to do O He was as- 
signed the job of checking the sales fig- 
ures. 2. to set a variable equal to a string of 
characters or numbers 3. to keep part of a 
computer system for use while a program 
is running 

assigned numbers Ja saind 
'nambəz/ plural noun unique numbers 
that are each assigned to an Internet or net- 
work manufacturer’s device, protocol or 
other resource (NOTE: Manufacturers ap- 
ply for a unique ID number from the IANA 
organisation.) 


assignment /ə'saınmənt/ noun the 
process of setting a variable equal to a val- 
ue or string or character 


assignment compatible la 
ssainmont kəm'pætəb(ə)l/ adjective (in 
the Pascal programming language) refer- 
ring to a value whose type is established by 
a check to be allowed 


assignment conversion lə 
samnmont kon'v3:f(a)n/ noun (in the C 
and Fortran programming languages) an 
operation to change the type of a value 


assignment statement /ə,saınmənt 
'stertmənt/ noun a basic programming 
command that sets a variable equal to a 
value or string or character 


associated document /fail/, associ- 
ated file noun a document or file that is 
linked to its originating application (NOTE: 
When you select the file, the operating 
system automatically starts the originat- 
ing application.) 

associative addressing /ə,səusiətıv 
a'dresin/ noun the identification of a lo- 
cation by its contents rather than its ad- 
dress. Also called content-addressable 
addressing 


associative memory /2,sousiativ 
'mem(a)ri/ noun a method of data retriev- 
al that uses part of the data rather than an 
address to locate the data. Also called as- 
sociative storage 


associative processor /9,sousiotiv 
‘prousesd/ noun a processor that uses as- 
sociative memory 

associative storage /ə,səusiətıv 
'storrid3/ noun same as associative 
memory 

associative storage register /ə 
Sousistiv 'stoirid3 ,red3ista/ noun a 
register that is located by its contents rath- 
er than a name or address 

asterisk /‘zstortsk/ noun 1. a graphical 
symbol (*) used in programming as a sign 
for multiplication 2. a graphical symbol 
(*) used as a wildcard in many operating 
systems, including DOS, to mean any 
characters 

asterisk fill /‘ast(o)risk f1l/ noun the 
filling of unused decimal places with the 
asterisk symbol 

asymmetric compression /,zs1 
metrik kam'pref(a)n/ noun a method of 
reducing the space taken by data 
Asymmetric Digital Subscriber 
Line /,es1,metrik  ,did3it(a)l_ səb 
'skrarbə ,lamn/ noun full form of ADSL 
asymmetric transmission /ersı 
metrik trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun a method 
of data transmission which has two differ- 
ent speeds for data received by the compu- 
ter and data transmitted by the computer 
asymmetric video compression 
/etst,metrik 'vıdiou kom,preS(a)n/ 
noun the use of a powerful computer to 
compress video, allowing it to be played 
back on a less powerful computer 

async /e1's1nk/ adjective same as asyn- 
chronous (informa!) 

asynchronous /s'sinkronas/ adjec- 
tive referring to serial data or equipment 
which does not depend on being synchro- 
nised with another piece of equipment 
asynchronous access /e1,sijkranoas 
'ækses/ noun communication using hand- 
shaking to synchronise data transmission 
asynchronous cache /e1,sijkronos 
'keef/ noun a type of cache memory that 
provides the slowest performance and uses 
a type of SDRAM that is cheap but slow 
asynchronous communication /e1 
sigkranos ka,mjurni'kerf(a)n/ noun 
data transmission between devices that is 
not synchronized to a clock, but is trans- 
mitted when ready 

asynchronous communication 
server /e1,sinkranas ko,mjurni 
'kerf(ə)n ,s3:va/ noun full form of ACS 


asynchronous communications 





asynchronous communications 
interface adapter /s,stykronos ko 
mjumikerf(9)nz ‘mntofers ə, ,dæptə/ 
noun full form of ACIA 
asynchronous computer ler 
sinkronos kəm'pju:tə/ noun 1. a com- 
puter that changes from one operation to 
the next according to signals received 
when the process is finished 2. a computer 
in which a process starts on the arrival of 
signals or data rather than on a clock pulse 
asynchronous data transfer /er 
sInkronos ,dertə 'treensf3:/ noun trans- 
fer of data between two devices that takes 
place without any regular or predictable 
timing signal 

asynchronous mode /er'sinkronos 
moud/ noun the state of a terminal linked 
to another piece of equipment in a way in 
which the two need not be synchronised 
asynchronous port /e1,sinkronos 
'poit/ noun a connection to a computer al- 
lowing asynchronous data access O Since 
asynchronous ports are used no special 
hardware is required. 

asynchronous procedure call /er 
sinkronas pra'si:d3a ,ko:l/ noun a pro- 
gram function that runs separately from 
the main program and will execute when a 
particular set of conditions exist. Abbr 
APC 

asynchronous transfer mode /e1 
sinkronos 'treensf3: ,maud/ noun full 
form of ATM 

asynchronous transmission /er 
sinkronos trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun data 
transmission that uses handshaking sig- 
nals rather than clock signals to synchro- 
nize data pulses 

AT /,e1 'ti:/ noun a trade name for a stand- 
ard of PC originally developed by IBM 
that uses a 16-bit 80286 processor 


COMMENT: AT originally meant IBM’s Ad- 
vanced Technology personal computer, but is 
now used to describe any IBM PC compatible 
that uses a 16-bit processor. 


ATA / e1 ti: 'e1/ noun hard disk drive tech- 
nology in which the controller is part of 
the disk drive rather than being part of the 
main computer or located on the mother- 
board. Full form advanced technology 
attachment. Also called AT attachment 
ATA Fast /,e1 ti: ,e1 'fa:st/ noun a pro- 
prietary standard interface developed by 
Seagate and based on ATA that improves 
the transfer rate and has three modes of op- 
eration that provide either 11.1 MBps, 
13.3 MBps or 16.6 MBps transfer rates 


ATA packet interface /,cr ti: er 
‘pekit ,intofers/ noun same as ad- 
vanced technology attachment packet 
interface 

ATAPI abbr advanced technology attach- 
ment packet interface 

AT attachment /er 'ti: 9,tetfmont/ 
noun same as ATA 

ATA Ultra /,e1 ti: ,er 'altrə/ noun a pro- 
prietary extension to ATA-2, developed by 
Quantum Corp., that provides a high- 
speed standard interface that provides data 
transfer at up to 33 MBps. 

AT-bus /at bas/ noun an expansion bus 
standard developed by IBM that uses an 
edge connector to carry 16-bits of data and 
address information 

ATC /,e1 ti: 'si:/ noun permission granted 
by the software publisher to the user to 
make a certain number of copies of a pro- 
gram. Full form authorization to copy 
(NOTE: Some companies have intro- 
duced ATC schemes that allow users of 
certain software to make duplicates of 
the companies’ programs for a fee.) 

AT command set /,e1 ti: ko'ma:nd 
set/ noun a standard set of commands to 
control a modem, developed by Hayes 
Corporation 

ATD /e1 ti: 'di:/ noun a standard com- 
mand for compatible modems used to dial 
a telephone number; defined by Hayes 
Corporation. Full form attention, dial 
ATE /,e1 ti: 'i:/ noun computer controlled 
testing facilities that can check a complex 
circuit or PCB for faults or problems. Full 
form automatic test equipment 
Athlon XP /‘z@lon eks ,pi:/ a trade 
name for a 32-bit processor, developed by 
AMD, that can run the same software as an 
Intel Pentium processor 

AT-keyboard /at 'ki:,bo:d/ noun a 
standard keyboard layout for IBM AT per- 
sonal computers, with 102 keys with a row 
of 12 function keys along the top 

ATM! /,e1 ti: 'em/ abbr Adobe Type 
Manager 

ATM* /,e1 ti: 'em/ noun 1. method of 
transferring data very rapidly, at up to 155 
Mbps, across an ISDN link or network 2. a 
CCITT and ANSI standard defining cell 
relay transmission > full form asynchro- 
nous transfer mode 

ATM adaptation layer /,er ti: ,em 
jedeep'terf(a)n ,leto/ noun part of the 
ATM system that translates a user’s data to 
the standard ATM cell format. Abbr AAL 
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ATM cell format /,er ti: 'em sel/ noun 
data sent over an ATM network in a 53-oc- 
tet packet that includes a header and ad- 
dress information 

ATM layers /,e1 ti: ,em 'lerəs/ noun a 
method of dividing the functions of an 
ATM network system into hierarchical 
layers 

AT mode /,e1 'ti: ,məud/ noun a state of 
a modem that is ready to accept commands 
using the Hayes AT command set 

ATM payload /e1 ti: em ,per'loud/ 
noun a section of an ATM cell that con- 
tains the data. It contains 48 octets of data 
within the 53-octet cell. 

A to D adjective same as analog to dig- 
ital 

A to D converter /'ə ta, tu di:/ noun 
same as ADC O The speech signal was 
first passed through an A to D converter 
before being analysed. 

atom /‘ztom/ noun 1. the smallest parti- 
cle of an element that has the same proper- 
ties as the element 2. a value or string that 
cannot be reduced to a simpler form 
atomic /a'tomik/ adjective an referring 
to an operation that returns data to its orig- 
inal state if it is stopped during processing 
ATSC /,e1 ti: es 'sit/ noun a committee 
that defines the SDTV and HDTV stand- 
ards for use in the USA. Full form Ad- 
vanced Television Systems Commit- 
tee 

attach /o'tetf/ verb to connect a node or 
login to a server on a network 

attached processor /o,tet/t 
'prousesə/ noun a separate microproces- 
sor in a system that performs certain func- 
tions under the control of a central proces- 
sor 

attachment /ə'tætfmənt/ noun a 
named file which is transferred together 
with an electronic mail message O There is 
an attachment with my last mail message — 
it contains the sales report. 

attack /a'tek/ noun the shape of the start 
of a sound signal over time 

attended operation /s,tendid ,ppo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun a process which has an op- 
erator standing by in case of problems 
attention, dial /a,tenfan 'darəl/ noun 
full form of ATD 

attention code /a'tenfan kaud/ noun 
the two characters ‘AT’ that are used to 
preface a command to a Hayes-compatible 
modem (NOTE: For example, ‘ATD123’ 
tells the modem to dial the number ‘123’) 


attention interruption /ə,tenf(ə)n 
Anto'rapfon/ noun an interrupt signal 
that requests the attention of the processor 
attention key /ə'tenf(ə)n ki:/ noun a 
key on a terminal that sends an interrupt 
signal to the processor 

attenuation /s,tenju'erf(a)n/ noun 1. 
reduction or loss of signal strength 2. the 
difference between transmitted and re- 
ceived power measured in decibels O Zf the 
cable is too long, the signal attenuation 
will start to cause data errors. Opposite 
gain 

attribute /‘ztribju:t/ noun 1. a field en- 
try in a file O This attribute controls the 
colour of the screen. 2. a piece of informa- 
tion concerning the display or presentation 
of information 3. a set of control data 
stored with and controlling particular 
functions or aspects of the file in some op- 
erating systems such as DOS and OS/2 
auctioneering device /,o:kfa'niarin 
di,vais/ noun a device that will select the 
maximum or minimum signal from a 
number of input signals 

audible /'s:dib(a)l/ adjective which can 
be heard O The printer makes an audible 
signal when it runs out of paper. 

audio /'o:diau/ adjective referring to 
sound or to things which can be heard 
audio board /‘s:diau bo:d/ noun same 
as sound card 

audio file /'s:diau fail/ noun a digital 
sound sample stored on disk 

audio range /'s:disu remnd3/ noun the 
frequency range between 50—20,000 Hz 
that can be detected by a human ear 
audio response unit /,o:diou ri 
‘sppns ,jurnit/ noun a speech synthesiser 
that allows a computer to speak responses 
to requests 

audiotex /'o:diauteks/ noun an interac- 
tive voice response over the telephone in 
which a computer asks the caller questions 
and the caller responds by pressing num- 
bers on his telephone 

audio/video interleaved /,o:diou 
vıdiəu ,Inta'lirvd/ noun full form of AVI 
audio-video support system 
/,o:diau._ ,vidiau sa'po:t/ noun full form 
of AVSS 

audit /'o:dit/ noun the process of noting 
tasks carried out by a computer WE verb to 
examine the state of a system and check 
that it is still secure or working properly 
audit trail /‘o:dit tretl/ noun a record of 
details of the use made of a system by not- 


augend 





ing transactions carried out, used for 
checking on illegal use or malfunction 


augend /'o:gend/ noun the number to 
which another number, the addend, is add- 
ed to produce the sum 


augmented addressing /9:g,mentid 
a'dresin/ noun the producing of a usable 
address word from two shorter words 


augmenter /,o:g'menta/ noun a value 
added to another 


AUI connector /,e1 ju: ‘ar ko,nekto/ 
noun a D-connector used to connect thick 
Ethernet cable to a network adapter 


AUP abbr acceptable use policy 


authentication of messages /s: 
Sentikerf(a)n ov 'mesid31z/ noun the 
use of special codes to identify the sender 
of messages, so that the messages can be 
recognised as being genuine 
authenticator /o:'6entikerto/ noun a 
trustworthy company that provides au- 
thentication for digital signatures on the 
Internet (NOTE: This process is used by 
secure websites (shopping or payment 
sites) to prove to a visitor that the website 
has been created by the authorised pub- 
lisher.) 
author /'9:03/ noun the person who 
wrote a program m™ verb to create a multi- 
media application by combining sound, 
video and images 
‘The authoring system is a software product that in- 
tegrates text and fractally compressed images, using 
any wordprocessor line editor, to create an electronic 
book with hypertext links between different pages.’ 
[Computing] 
authoring language = /,9:0ar1n 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage used to write CAL and training pro- 
grams 


authoring software —=_/,0:0ar1m 
‘sistom/, authoring system noun 1. a 
special application that allows you to cre- 
ate multimedia titles. Authoring software 
lets you design the pages of the multime- 
dia book and place video clips, images, 
text and sound on a page. (NOTE: Almost 
all multimedia developers use some type 
of authoring software rather than a tradi- 
tional programming language because 
its a much faster and easier way to cre- 
ate multimedia programs.) 2. same as 
webpage design software 
authorisation /,9:0arar'ze1f(9)n/, au- 
thorization noun 1. permission or power 
to do something 2. the process of giving a 
user permission to access a system 


authorisation code = /,9:0arar 
'ze1f(a)n kaud/ noun a code used to re- 
strict access to a computer system to au- 
thorised users only 


authorisation to copy 
/,o:8eraizerf(a)n tə 'kopi/ noun full 
form of ATC 


authorised user /,5:00,raizd 'ju:za/, 
authorized user noun person who is al- 
lowed to access a system 


authority file, authority list noun a list 
of special terms used by people compiling 
a database and also by the users of the da- 
tabase 


author level /,5:00 'lev(ə)l/ noun the 
mode of an authoring software package 
that is used by the author to design the ap- 
plication (NOTE: The user uses the fin- 
ished application at user level.) 


auto advance /,9:tou əd'va:ns/ nouna 
system by which the paper in a printer is 
automatically moved forward to the next 
line at the end of a line 


auto-answer /,o:tou 'ainsə/ noun a 
feature of a modem that will automatically 
answer a telephone when called 


auto-baud scanning /'s:tau_ bo:d/, 
auto-baud sensing /'d:tau bo:d/ noun a 
feature of a modem that can automatically 
sense and select the correct baud rate for a 
line 

auto-boot /'s:tau bu:t/ noun a feature 
of a computer system that will initiate a 
boot-up procedure when it is switched on 


auto-dial /,o:tau 'darəl/ noun feature of 
a modem that dials a number automatical- 
ly using stored data 

AUTOEXEC.BAT /,s:tou1g'zek bet/ 
noun (in an IBM PC running the MS-DOS 
operating system) a batch file that con- 
tains commands that are executed when 
the computer is first switched on or reset 


autoflow /'s:touflau/ noun a feature of 
DTP or wordprocessing software that au- 
tomatically flows text around a graphic 
image or from one page to the next 
auto-login /,9:tou 'Ingin/, auto-logon 
/,o:tau 'logon/ noun a phone number, 
password and user’s number transmitted 
when requested by a remote system to au- 
tomate logon. Also called automatic log- 
on 


automated teller machine 
/,ortameitid ‘tela ma,firn/ noun full 
form of ATM 


automatic speed matching 





automatically programmed tools 
/ortomeetikli ,prougreemd 'tu:lz/ plural 
noun full form of APT 

automatic backup  /,o:tometik 
'bækap/ noun same as auto save 
automatic call distribution 
/ ortomeetik 'ko:l ,distribju:f(a)n/ noun 
full form of ACD 

automatic calling unit /,o:tometik 
'koilıy ,jurnit/ noun full form of ACU 
automatic carriage return 
/ ortomeetik 'keer1d3 ri,t3:n/ noun a sys- 
tem in which the cursor automatically re- 
turns to the beginning of a new line when 
it reaches the end of the previous one 
automatic checking /,o:tometik 
'tfekiy/ noun error detection and valida- 
tion check carried out automatically on re- 
ceived data 

automatic data capture /,o:tometik 
'dertə ,\keeptfa/ noun a system in which 
data is automatically recorded in a compu- 
ter system, as it is input 

automatic data processing 
/ ortomeetik 'dertə ,prausesin/ noun full 
form of ADP 

automatic decimal adjustment 
/ortometik 'desim(a)l 9o,d3z3astmont/ 
noun the process of lining up all the deci- 
mal points in a column of figures 
automatic error correction 
/,ortomeetik 'era ka,rekf(a)n/ noun cor- 
rection of received data, using error detec- 
tion and correction codes 

automatic error detection 
/,ortomeetik ‘era di,tekf(a)n/ noun use 
of an alphanumeric code, e.g. a grey code, 
that will allow any errors to be detected 
automatic font downloading 
/ ortomeetik 'font doun,laudin/ noun the 
process in which special font information 
is sent to a printer by the application 
automatic frequency switching 
/ortomeetik 'frizkwonsi ,switfin/ noun 
same as automatic mode 

automatic gain /,s:tometik 'gern/ 
noun an electronic circuit which automat- 
ically increases the volume when someone 
is speaking quietly and drops it when 
someone is speaking loudly 

automatic gain control /,o:tometik 
gen kon'traul/ noun full form of AGC 
automatic hyphenation /,o:tometik 
sharfa'narf(a)n/ noun a feature of a soft- 
ware program that looks up in an electron- 
ic dictionary how to correctly split and hy- 
phenate words 


automatic letter writing /,o:tometik 
'letə ,raitin/ noun the writing of form let- 
ters using a word-processor 

automatic loader /,o:tometik 'ləudə/ 
noun a short program, usually in ROM, 
that will boot up a system and load a pro- 
gram 

automatic log on /,o:tometrk ‘Ing 
,Dn/ noun same as auto-login 
automatic mailing list /,o:tometik 
‘merlin ,list/ noun » listserv 
automatic mode /,9:to'mztrk moud/ 
nouna feature of a monitor that can adjust 
its internal circuits to the different fre- 
quencies used by different video stand- 
ards. Also called automatic frequency 
switching 

automatic number identification 
/,ortomeetik 'nambo a1,dentifike1f(o)n/ 
noun full form of ANI 

automatic power off /,s:tometik 
ipaua 'pf/ noun a feature of equipment 
that will switch itself off if it has not been 
used for a certain time 

automatic programming 
/,ortometik 'prougræmıy/ noun the 
process of producing an optimum operat- 
ing system for a particular process 
automatic recalculation 
/,ortomeetik rit,kelkju'letf(a)n/ noun a 
spreadsheet mode in which the answers to 
new formula are calculated every time any 
value or cell changes 

automatic recovery program 
/ortometik = ri'kav(a)ri ,praugreem/ 
noun a piece of software that is automati- 
cally run when a piece of equipment fails, 
to ensure that the system continues to op- 
erate 

automatic repeat /,o:tometrk r1'pi:t/ 
noun a facility whereby a character is au- 
tomatically repeated if the key is kept 
pressed down. Also called auto repeat 
automatic repeat request 
/,ortomeetik ri'pi:t r1,kwest/ noun full 
form of ARQ 

automatic send/receive 
/,ortomeetik ,send ri'sitv/ noun full form 
of ASR 

automatic sequencing /,9:tometik 
'siikwonsin/ noun the ability of a compu- 
ter to execute a number of programs or 
tasks without extra commands 
automatic speed matching 
/ortomeetik 'spird ,meetfin/ noun the 
ability of a modem to adjust its data rate to 
the speed of the remote modem 


automatic test equipment 





automatic test equipment 
/,ortomeetik 'test 1,kwipmont/ noun full 
form of ATE 


automatic volume control 
/ortomeetik 'voljurm kon,traul/ noun 
full form of AVC 


auto-redial /,o:tou 'ri:xdarəl/ noun a 
feature of a modem that dials a telephone 
number again if engaged, until it replies 
auto-reliable mode /,o:tou ri 
‘larab(a)l ,məud/ noun a feature of a mo- 
dem in which the modem will try and es- 
tablish a reliable connection with another 
modem using error correction 


auto repeat /,9:tau ri'pi:t/ noun same 
as automatic repeat 

autoresponder /,ortauri'sppndo/ 
noun a software application that automat- 
ically indicates that a person is unavailable 
to respond to incoming email 

auto restart /,o:tou 'ritstart/ noun a 
feature of a computer that can initialise 
and reload its operating system if there is a 
fault or power failure or at switch on 


auto save /'s:tau seiv/ noun a feature 
of some application programs, e.g. word- 
processor or database software, that auto- 
matically saves the file being used every 
few minutes in case of a power failure or 
system crash. Also called automatic 
backup 


auto scan /'s:tou sken/ noun the abili- 
ty of a monitor to maintain the same rec- 
tangular image size when changing from 
one resolution to another 


auto start /'o:təv sta:t/ noun a facility 
to load a program automatically when the 
computer is switched on 


auto stop /'o:tou stpp/ noun a feature 
of a tape player which stops when it has 
reached the end of a tape 


autosync /'s:tausink/ noun a feature of 
a modem that allows it to transfer synchro- 
nous data signals to and from a computer 
that can only transfer asynchronous sig- 
nals 

auto trace /'s:tou treis/ noun a feature 
of some graphics programs that will trans- 
form a bit-mapped image into a vector im- 
age by automatically locating the edges of 
the shapes in the image and drawing lines 
around them 


auto verify /,o:tau 'verrfat/ noun a ver- 
ification procedure carried out automati- 
cally, as soon as the data has been saved 


AUX /,e1 ju: 'eks/ noun a serial commu- 
nications port under the DOS operating 
system. Full form auxiliary 

A/UX a trade name for a version of the 
Unix operating system for the Apple Mac 
range of computers 

auxiliary /o:g'ziliari/ noun full form of 
AUX 

auxiliary device /s:g,z1liori di'vats/ 
noun a piece of computer hardware that is 
not part of the central processing unit but 
is controlled by it, e.g. a printer or scanner. 
Also called peripheral 

auxiliary equipment /s:g,ziliari 1 
'kwipmont/ noun backup or secondary 
equipment in case of a breakdown 
auxiliary memory = _/o:g,z1liari 
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as auxiliary stor- 
age 

auxiliary processor  /9:g,z1liori 
'prəusesə/ noun an extra, specialised 
processor, e.g. an array or numerical proc- 
essor, that can work with a main processor 
to improve performance 

auxiliary storage /oxg,ziliori 
'storrid3/, auxiliary store noun any data 
storage medium that is not the main high 
speed computer storage (RAM) O Disk 
drives are auxiliary storage on this ma- 
chine. Also called auxiliary memory 
auxilliary audio device /5:g,z1liori 
'ordiəu di,vais/ noun an audio device 
whose output is mixed with other wave- 
forms 

available bit rate /ə,verləb(ə)l ‘bit 
reit/ noun full form of ABR 

available list /a'verlab(a)l list/ noun a 
list of unallocated memory and resources 
in a system 

available point /ə'verləb(ə)l pornt/ 
noun the smallest single unit or point of a 
display whose colour and brightness can 
be controlled 

available power /ə,verləb(ə)l 'pauə/ 
noun the maximum electrical or process- 
ing power that a system can deliver 
available time /o'veilob(o)l tarm/ 
noun the time during which a system may 
be used 

avalanche /‘evola:ntf/ noun a se- 
quence of actions in which each action 
starts another O There was an avalanche of 
errors after I pressed the wrong key. 
avatar /'zvota:/ noun 1. the graphical 
image that is used to represent a real per- 
son in a cyberspace or three-dimensional 
system, e.g. the image of a person in a 
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three-dimensional adventure game 2. the 
name for the superuser account on a UNIX 
system. Also called root 

AVC! /.e1 vi: 'six/ noun an electronic cir- 
cuit that maintains a constant sound level 
despite undesired differences in strength 
of the incoming signal. Full form auto- 
matic volume control 

AVC? / e1 vi: 'si:/a trade name for multi- 
media software developed by IBM that 
works with its Audio Capture and Video 
Capture boards 

average access time /,v(s)rid3 
'ækses ,tarm/ noun the average time tak- 
en between a request being sent and data 
being returned from a memory device 
average delay /,ev(a)rid3  dr'let/ 
noun the average time that a user must 
wait when trying to access a communica- 
tion network O The average delay increas- 
es at nine-thirty when everyone tries to 
log-in. 

AVI /,e1 vi: 'al/ noun a Windows multi- 
media video format developed by Micro- 
soft. Full form audio/video interleaved 
AVSS /,e1 vi: es 'es/ noun a digital video 
system, originally for MS-DOS, used to 


play back video and audio files on a com- 
puter. Full form audio-video support 
system 

AWM /,e1 ,dab(o)l ju: 'em/ noun a sys- 
tem developed by Yamaha to sample natu- 
ral sounds and convert them to digital 
form. Full form advanced wave modu- 
lation 


axis /'æksıs/ noun 1. a line around which 
something turns O The CAD package al- 
lows an axis to be placed anywhere. 
(NOTE: The plural is axes.) 2. a reference 
line which is the basis for coordinates on a 
graph 

azerty keyboard /9,z3:ti '‘kirbo:d/ 
noun a method of arranging the keys on a 
keyboard where the first line begins AZ- 
ERTY, used mainly in Continental Europe. 
Compare QWERTY keyboard 


azimuth /'zz1moa0/ noun the angle of a 
tape head to a reference, e.g. a tape plane 


azimuth alignment /,ezims0 ə 
‘lainmont/ noun the correct horizontal an- 
gle of a tape head to the magnetic tape O 
Azimuth alignment is adjusted with this 
small screw 


b abbr bit 
B1 abbr byte 


B? symbol the hexadecimal equivalent of 
the decimal number 11 


B: used in personal computers to indicate 
the second disk drive, normally a floppy 
disk drive O Copy the files from the hard 
drive, C:, to the floppy drive, B:. 

B2B /bi: tə 'bi:/ adjective referring to 
advertising or marketing that is aimed at 
other businesses rather than at consumers. 
Full form business-to-business 

B2C / bi: tə 'sit/ adjective referring to 
advertising or marketing that is aimed at 


consumers rather than at other businesses. 
Full form business-to-consumer 
babble /'bæb(ə)l/ noun crosstalk or 
noise from other sources which interferes 
with a signal 

BABT / bi: et bi: 'ti:/ noun an independ- 
ent organisation that tests and certifies tel- 
ecommunications equipment O If you de- 
sign a new modem, you must have BABT 
approval before you can sell it. Full form 
British Approvals Board for Telecom- 
munications 

BABT approval /,bi: er bi: tir ə 
‘prurval/ noun official approval required 
before a new modem can be sold and be 
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connected to the UK telephone network 
(NOTE: The approval does not provide 
any quality assurance about the modem, 
but ensures that it is manufactured in 
such a way that it does not damage the 
telephone network. A green label is visi- 
ble on modem equipment that has re- 
ceived BABT approval.) 

backbone /'bek,baun/ noun a high- 
speed, high-capacity connection path that 
links smaller sub-networks, usually used 
to connect servers on a network O We have 
linked the servers in each office using a 
high-speed backbone. (NOTE: Smaller 
workgroups or networks are connected 
to the backbone as segments or ribs.) 
backbone ring /‘bek,baun rin/ nouna 
high-speed ring network that connects a 
number of smaller ring networks 

back buffer /bzek 'bafa/ noun a section 
of memory used as a temporary storage for 
graphics before they are displayed on 
screen (NOTE: The image is built up in the 
back buffer memory area then trans- 
ferred to the main video memory area for 
display.) 

backdoor /'bek,do:/ noun same as 
trapdoor 

backdrop /'bækdrop/ noun a static 
background image in front of which are 
displayed actors or scenes 

back-end network /bek end 
'netw3:k/ noun a connection between a 
mainframe computer and a high-speed 
mass storage device or file server 
back-end processor /,bek end 
‘prousesd/ noun a special purpose auxil- 
iary processor 

back-end server /,bek end 's3:vo/ 
noun a computer connected to a network 
that carries out tasks requested by client 
workstations 

background /'bekgraund/ noun 1. the 
part of a picture which is behind the main 
object of interest O The new graphics 
processor chip can handle background, 
foreground and sprite movement inde- 
pendently. 2. a system in a computer where 
low-priority work can be done in the inter- 
vals when very important work is not be- 
ing done 

background colour /,bekgraund 
‘kalo/ noun the colour of a computer 
screen display, different from that of char- 
acters and graphics O White background 
colour with black characters is less stress- 
ful for the eyes. 


background communication 
/,bekgraund ko,mjurni'kerf(a)n/ noun 
data communication activity, e.g. down- 
loading a file, carried out as a low-priority 
task in the background 

background image /,bekgraund 
'ımıd3/ noun an image displayed as a 
backdrop behind a program or windows of 
a GUI (NOTE: The background image 
does not move and does not interfere 
with any programs.) 

background job /'bekgraund d3pb/ 
noun a low-priority task 

background mode /'bekgraund 
imoud/ noun in a computer system in 
which two modes for program execution 
are possible, the mode that is for house- 
keeping and other necessary system pro- 
grams. Compare foreground mode 
background noise /,bekgraund 
‘no1z/ noun noise which is present along 
with the required signal O The other ma- 
chines around this device will produce a 
lot of background noise. 

background operation /,bekgraund 
\Dpo'rerf(9)n/ noun a low-priority proc- 
ess that works as and when resources be- 
come available from high-priority fore- 
ground tasks 

background printing /,bekgraund 
‘printin/ noun printing from a computer 
while it is processing another task O Back- 
ground printing can be carried out whilst 
you are editing another document. 
background processing 
/,bekgraund 'prausesin/ noun the exe- 
cution of a low-priority job when there are 
no higher priority activities for the compu- 
ter to attend to 

background program /,bekgraund 
‘prougrem/ noun a computer program 
with a very low priority 

background recalculation 
/ bekgraund ri: ,kelkju'le1f(a)n/ noun a 
facility in a spreadsheet program that al- 
lows a user to enter new numbers or equa- 
tions while the program recalculates the 
solutions in the background 
background reflectance 
/,bekgraund ri'flektons/ noun light re- 
flected from a sheet of paper that is being 
scanned or read by an optical character 
reader 

background task /'bekgraund ta:sk/ 
noun a process executed at any time by the 
computer system, not normally noticed by 
the user 
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backing memory /,bekin 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun same as backing store 

backing storage /'bekin ,sto:rid3/ 
noun same as backing store 

backing store /'bekin sto:/, backing 
storage /'bekin ,sto:rid3/, backing 
memory /,bekin 'mem(ə)ri/ noun a per- 
manent storage medium onto which data 
can be recorded before being processed by 
the computer or after processing for later 
retrieval O By adding another disk drive, I 
will increase the backing store capabili- 
ties. 

back-level /bzek 'lev(ə)l/ noun the ear- 
lier release of a product which may not 
support a current function 

backlight /‘beklart/ noun light behind a 
liquid crystal display unit that improves 
the contrast of characters on the screen and 
allows it to be read in dim light 

backlit display /,beklit di'sple1/ noun 
a liquid crystal display unit that has a 
backlight fitted to improve the contrast of 
the display 

backlog /'bek,lng/ noun work or tasks 
that have yet to be processed O The pro- 
grammers can’t deal with the backlog of 
programming work. 

back office /,bzk 'pfis/ noun a secure 
area of e-commerce software containing 
details of a company’s store properties and 
products and tax tables 

backout /,bek'aut/ verb to restore a file 
to its original condition before any chang- 
es were made 

back panel /bek 'pæn(ə)l/ noun a pan- 
el at the rear of a computer which normally 
holds the connectors to peripherals such as 
keyboard, printer, video display unit and 
mouse 

backplane /'bekplem/ noun part of the 
body of a computer which holds the circuit 
boards, buses and expansion connectors 
(the backplane does not provide any 
processing functions) (NOTE: The back- 
plane does not provide any processing 
functions.) 

back pointer /bek 'pərntə/ noun a 
pointer in a tree structure that holds the po- 
sition of the parent node relative to the cur- 
rent node, used in programming to search 
backwards through a file 

back projection /bæk pro'd3ekJ(a)n/ 
noun the projection of an image from be- 
hind a screen (NOTE: It is often used in an- 
imation where the static scene is dis- 
played with back projection, then the 


foreground characters are displayed and 
the composite scene photographed.) 
backslash /'beksleJ/ noun ASCII 
character 92, , the sign which is used in 
MS-DOS to represent the root directory of 
a disk, such as C: or to separate subdirec- 
tories in a path, such as C: 

backspace /'bek,speis/ noun a move- 
ment of a cursor or printhead left or back 
by one character 

backspace character /'bekspeis 
,kærıktə/ noun a code that causes a back- 
space action in a display device. Abbr BS 
backspace key /'bæk sperts ki:/ noun 
the key which moves the cursor left on the 
screen or back by one character O If you 
make a mistake entering data, use the 
backspace key to correct it. 

backtab /'bektzb/ verb (in an SAA 
CUA front end) to move the cursor back to 
the previous field (NOTE: backtabbing — 
backtabbed) 

backtrack /'bektrek/ verb to carry out 
list processing in reverse, starting with the 
goal and working towards the proofs 
back up /'bek ap/ verb 1. to support 
something or help someone O He brought 
along a file of documents to back up his 
claim. 2. to make a copy of a file or data or 
disk O The company accounts were backed 
up on disk as a protection against fire 
damage. 

backup /'bekap/ noun 1. the providing 
of help O We offer a free backup service to 
customers. 2. the process of making a copy 
of a file or data or disk as a security pre- 
caution 3. a copy of a file or data or disk 
made as a security precaution. Also called 
backup copy, backup version 


“,..the previous version is retained, but its extension 
is changed to .BAK indicating that it’s a back-up’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


backup agent /'bekap ,e1d3ont/ noun 
a software program that will carry out an 
automatic backup of a set of files or fold- 
ers for you at a regular time and date each 
week 

backup copy /'bekap ,kopi/ noun 
same as backup 3 

backup disk /'bekap disk/ noun a disk 
which contains a copy of the information 
from other disks, as a security precaution 
backup domain controller /,bekap 
dou'mein kon,traula/ noun a server in a 
network that keeps a copy of database of 
user accounts to validate login requests in 
case of a fault with the main server 
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backup file /‘bekap fatl/ noun a copy 
of a file, made as a security precaution 
backup path /'bekap pa:0/ noun (in a 
Token-Ring network) an alternative path 
for a signal around a network avoiding a 
malfunctioning device 

backup plan /'bekap plen/ noun a set 
of rules that take effect when normal oper- 
ation has gone wrong O The normal UPS 
has gone wrong, so we will have to use our 
backup plan to try and restore power. 
backup procedure /,bekap pro 
'siid30/ noun a method of making backup 
copies of files 

backup server /,bekap 'ss:vo/ noun a 
second computer on a network that con- 
tains duplicate files and up-to-date data in 
case of a problem with the main server 
backup utility /,bekap ju:'tiliti/ noun 
a piece of software that simplifies the 
process of backing up data (NOTE: Backup 
utilities often allow a user to back up files 
automatically at a particular time.) 
backup version /,bekap 'v3:f(ə)n/ 
noun same as backup 3 


Backus-Naur-Form /,bekas 'navə 
,form/ noun full form of BNF 
backward chaining /'bækwəd 


tfernıy/ noun a method used in artificial 
intelligence systems to calculate a goal 
from a set of results 

backward channel /bækwəd 
'tfæn(ə)l/ noun a channel from the receiv- 
er to transmitter allowing the receiver to 
send control and handshaking signals 
backward error correction 
/ bækwəd 'erə kə, rek f(ə)n/ noun correc- 
tion of errors which are detected by the re- 
ceiver and a signal is sent to the transmitter 
to request a re-transmission of the data 
backward LAN channel /,bekwod 
'læn tfæn(ə)l/ noun (in a broadband 
network) a channel from receiver to sender 
used to carry control signals 

backward mode /'bækwəd məud/ 
noun negative displacement from an ori- 
gin 

backward recovery /bækwəd rı 
'kav(ə)ri/ noun data retrieval from a sys- 
tem that has crashed 

backwards compatible /,bekwoadz 
kom'pzetab(a)l/ adjective 1. able to work 
with older versions or systems 2. referring 
to a new piece of software that provides 
the same functions as the previous version 
and can read the files created in the previ- 
ous version 


backwards search /,bekwadz 'ss:t f/ 
noun a search for data in a word-processor 
or database that begins at the position of 
the cursor or end of the file and searches to 
the beginning of the file 

backwards supervision /,bekwadz 
SurIpa'v13(9)n/ noun data transmission 
controlled by the receiver 

BACS /bæks/ noun a system to transfer 
money between banks using computer 
linked via a secure network. Full form 
Bankers Automated Clearing Services 
bad break /,bzed 'bretk/ noun a hyphen 
inserted in the wrong place within a word, 
a problem sometimes caused by the auto- 
matic hyphenation feature of word- 
processing software 

badge reader /beed3 'ri:da/ noun a ma- 
chine that reads data from an identification 
badge O A badge reader makes sure that 
only authorised personnel can gain access 
to a computer room. 

bad sector /bed 'sekta/ noun a disk 
sector that has been wrongly formatted or 
which contains an error or fault and is un- 
able to be correctly written to or read from 
O You will probably receive error messag- 
es when you copy files that are stored on 
bad sectors on a disk. 

baffle /'bæf(ə)l/ noun a loudspeaker 
which is built into a unit 

bag /beg/ noun a number of elements in 
no particular order 

BAK file extension /bæk farl 1g 
'stenf(a)n/ noun a standard three-letter 
file extension used in MS-DOS systems to 
signify a backup or copy of another file 
balance /'bæləns/ noun the placing of 
text and graphics on a page in an attractive 
way O The dtp package allows the user to 
see if the overall page balance is correct. 
balanced circuit /,belonst 'sa:kit/ 
noun an electronic circuit that presents a 
correct load to a communications line 
(NOTE: The correct load is usually equal 
to the impedance of a line element.) 
balanced error /,bzlonst 'era/ noun 
the probability of any error occurring from 
a number of errors when it is the same for 
all errors 

balanced line /'bælənst lain/ noun a 
communications line that is terminated at 
each end with a balanced circuit, prevent- 
ing signal reflections 

balanced routing /‘belonst rautin/ 
noun a method of using all possible routes 
through a network equally 


33 


base 





balun /'belon/ noun a transformer that 
matches two circuits which have different 
impedances O We have used a balun to 
connect the coaxial cable to the twisted- 
pair circuit. 


band /bend/ noun 1. a range of frequen- 
cies between two limits 2. a group of 
tracks on a magnetic disk 


bandpass filter /'bændpa:s fıltə/ 
noun an electronic filter that allows a 
range of frequencies to pass but attenuates 
all frequencies outside the specified range 


bandwidth /‘bendwid@/ noun 1. a 
range of frequencies 2. a measure of the 
amount of data that can be transmitted 
along a cable or channel or other medium 
O This fibre-optic cable has a greater 
bandwidth than the old copper cable and 
so it can carry data at higher speeds. 3. a 
measure of the range of frequencies that a 
monitor or CRT will accept and display 
(NOTE: High resolution monitors display 
more pixels per area so need high speed 
data input and so a higher bandwidth.) 


bandwidth on demand /,beend,wid0 
pn di'marnd/ noun a system used with a 
switching service, e.g. ISDN, in a wide 
area network that allows a user to send as 
much information as he or she wants be- 
cause the network will adjust to transmit 
this amount of information 


bank /bæņk/ noun a collection of similar 
devices O A bank of minicomputers proc- 
ess all the raw data. 
COMMENT: Memory banks are used to expand 
the main memory of a CPU (often above the 
addressing range of the CPU) by having a 
number of memory chips arranged into banks. 
Each bank operates over the same address 
range but is selected independently by a spe- 
cial code. 
Bankers Automated Clearing 
Services /bæņkəz ,o:tomeitid 
'kliorıy ,s3ivısız/ noun full form of 
BACS 


bank Internet payment system 
/ bæpk ıntənet 'permənt ,sıstəm/ noun 
a protocol that enables bank payments to 
be made over the Internet and gives each 
financial institution a unique identification 
number for the purposes of Internet trans- 
actions. Abbr BIPS 

bank switching /'bæņk ,swıtf1g/ 
noun selection of a particular memory 
bank from a group 


banner /'bænə/, banner advertise- 
ment, banner ad noun an image that car- 


ries an advertising slogan, logo or message 

and is displayed on a web page 
COMMENT: A long, narrow strip is now the un- 
official standard format for advertisements 
that appear on almost every commercial web- 
site on the Internet. Some banner ads are im- 
ages, others include animation to attract the 
viewer's attention. If you click on a banner ad, 
you will usually jump to the advertiser's own 
site. If you would rather not see banner adver- 
tisements when you surf, you can install spe- 
cial software that blocks them. Websites nor- 
mally charge advertisers according either to 
the number of times the banner ad is dis- 
played (called the number of impressions) or 
the number of times that a user clicks on the 
ad (called the click-through rate). 

banner page /'bænə perdz/ noun a 

page that is printed out first with the time, 

date, name of the document and the name 

of the person who has printed it 


bar /ba:/ noun a thick line or block of col- 
our 


bar chart /'ba: tfa:t/ noun a graph on 
which values are represented as vertical or 
horizontal bars. Also called bar graph 


bar code /'ba: kaud/ noun data repre- 
sented as a series of printed stripes of var- 
ying widths (NOTE: The US term is bar 
graphics.) 
COMMENT: Bar codes are found on most 
goods and their packages; the width and po- 
sition of the stripes is sensed by a light pen or 
optical wand and provides information about 
the goods such as price and stock quantities. 


bar code reader /'ba: kəud _,ri:do/ 
noun same as optical bar reader 

bare board /'beə bo:d/ noun a circuit 
board with no components on it, especially 
a memory expansion board that does not 
yet have any memory chips mounted on it 
bar graph /'ba: gra:f/ noun same as 
bar chart 

bar graphics /ba: 'grefiks/ noun US 
same as bar code 

barrel /'bærəl/ noun a conducting post in 
a terminal 

base /bets/ noun 1. the lowest or first po- 
sition 2. a collection of files used as a ref- 
erence. » database 3. an initial or original 
position 4. notation referring to a number 
system 5. (in C++ programming lan- 
guage) a class from which other classes 
can be derived by inheritance WE verb 1. to 
start to calculate something from a posi- 
tion O We based our calculations on the 
basic keyboarding rate. 2. to set up a com- 
pany or a person in a place O The Europe- 
an manager is based in our London office. 
(NOTE: bases — basing — based) 
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base 2 /'bers tu:/ noun the binary 
number system, using the two digits 0 and 
1 

base 8 /'bets e1t/ noun the octal number 
system, using the eight digits 0 — 7 

base 10 /,beis 'ten/ noun the decimal 
number system, using the ten digits 0 — 9 
base 16 /,beis siks'titn/ noun the hexa- 
decimal number system, using the ten dig- 
its 0 — 9 and the six letters A — F 

base address /beis a'dres/ noun an in- 
itial address in a program used as a refer- 
ence for others 

base address register /,bets a'dres 
\red3isto/ noun a register in a CPU that is 
used to store the base address 
baseband /'beisbend/, base band 
noun 1. the frequency range of a signal be- 
fore it is processed or transmitted O Voice 
baseband ranges from 20 Hz to 15 KHz. 2. 
digital signals transmitted without modu- 
lation 3. information modulated with a 
single carrier frequency 

base band local area network 
/ bers bend ləuk(ə)l ,earia 'netws:k/ 
noun a transmission method in which the 
whole bandwidth of the cable is used and 
the data signal is not modulated O Base 
band local area networks can support a 
maximum cable length of around 300m. 
(NOTE: Ethernet is a baseband local area 
network.) 

base band modem /pbers bend 
'məudem/ noun a communications circuit 
that transmits an unmodulated, baseband 
signal over a short distance O Do not use a 
base band modem with a normal phone 
line. 

baseband signalling /,bersbænd 
‘signalin/ noun transmission of data as 
varying voltage levels across a link 

base font /'bers font/ noun a default 
font and point size used by a word- 
processing program 

base hardware /bets 'ha:d,weə/ noun 
the minimum hardware requirements that 
a particular software package needs in or- 
der to run 

base language /bers ‘lengwid3/ 
noun same as assembly language 
base level synthesizer / bers ,lev(o)l 
'sıyðesarzə/ noun (on a sound card) a 
synthesiser that supports three melodic in- 
struments and can play six notes simulta- 
neously 

base line /'bets larn/ noun 1. any of the 
lines, only displayed during the design 


stage or author level of an application, 
which define the size and layout of a page 
in an application 2. a horizontal line along 
which characters are printed or displayed 
and below which the descenders of a char- 
acter drop 

base memory /beis 'mem(a)ri/, base 
RAM noun the first 640Kb of random ac- 
cess memory fitted to an IBM-compatible 
PC 

base register /bets 'red31sto/ noun a 
register in a CPU, though not usually in a 
small computer, that contains the address 
of the start of a program. Also called B 
box 

base station /beis 'ste1f(a)n/ noun a 
fixed radio transmitter/receiver that relays 
radio signals to and from data terminals or 
radios 

BASIC /'bersık/ noun a high-level pro- 
gramming language for developing pro- 
grams in a conversational way, providing 
an easy introduction to computer program- 
ming. Full form beginner’s all-purpose 
symbolic instruction code 

basic code /'bersık kaud/ noun same 
as absolute code 

basic controller /,betstk kon'traulo/ 
noun a part of a communications control- 
ler that carries out arithmetic and logic 
functions 

basic control system satellite 
/,beisik kon,traul ,ststom 'sætəlaırt/ 
noun a system that runs dedicated pro- 
grams or tasks for a central computer. It is 
controlled by using interrupt signals. Abbr 
BCS 

basic direct access method 
/,beisik ,dairekt 'eekses ,meðəd/ noun a 
method of directly updating or retrieving a 
particular block of data stored on a direct 
access device. Abbr BDAM 

basic encoding rules /,betstk in 
‘koudi ,ru:lz/ plural noun full form of 
BER 

basic exchange format /,bersık 1ks 
'tfernd3 ,formeet/ noun a standard meth- 
od of storing data on a disk so that it may 
be accessed by another type of computer 
basic input/output operating sys- 
tem /,beisik Input ,autput 'pporeitin 
,sistoam/ noun full form of BIOS 

basic instruction § /,betstk in 
'strakfən/ noun an unmodified program 
instruction which is processed to obtain 
the instruction to be executed 
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basic mode link control /,bersik 
moud ‘link kon,traul/ noun a standard- 
ised control of transmission links using 
special codes 


basic product /,berstk 'prodakt/ 
noun the main product made from a raw 
material 


basic rate access /,bersik rert 
'ækses/ noun full form of BRA 


basic rate interface /,berstk rert 
'intofers/ noun full form of BRI 


basic sequential access method 
/,berstk si,kwenf(a)l ,ekses 'meOad/ 
noun a method of storing or retrieving 
blocks of data in a continuous sequence. 
Abbr BSAM 


basic telecommunications ac- 
cess method /,betstk 
telikomju:nikeif(o)nz 'ekses ,meðəd/ 
noun full form of BTAM 


BAT /bet/ noun a three-letter file exten- 
sion used in MS-DOS systems to signify a 
batch file 

batch /betf/ noun 1. a group of docu- 
ments which are processed at the same 
time O today’s batch of orders 2. a group 
of tasks or amount of data to be processed 
as a single unit O We deal with the orders 
in batches of fifty. @ verb to put data or 
tasks together in groups 

batched communication /,bet/ ko 
»mjurni'kerf(9)n/ noun high-speed trans- 
mission of large blocks of data without re- 
quiring an acknowledgement from the re- 
ceiver for each data item 


batch file /'bætf farl/ noun a file stored 
on disk that contains a sequence of system 
commands. When the batch file is run, the 
commands are executed, saving a user typ- 
ing them in. O This batch file is used to 
save time and effort when carrying out a 
routine task. 


batch processing /'bætf ,prausesin/ 
noun 1. computer system able to process 
groups of tasks 2. a system of data 
processing where information is collected 
into batches before being processed by the 
computer in one machine run 


COMMENT: Batch processing is the opposite of 
interactive processing, where the user gives 
instructions and receives an immediate re- 
sponse. 
batch processor /'bætf ,prouseso/ 
noun a computer system able to process 
groups of tasks 


batch region /betf 'ri:d3(9)n/ noun a 
memory area where the operating system 
executes batch programs 

batch system /bætf 'ststom/ noun a 
system that executes batch files 

batch total /betf 'təut(ə)l/ noun the 
sum of a number of batches of data, used 
for error checking, validation or to provide 
useful information 


BAT file extension /bet farl 1k 
‘stenfon/ noun a standard three-letter file 
extension used in MS-DOS systems to sig- 
nify a batch file 
battery-backed /'bæt(ə)ri bakd/ 
noun referring to a volatile storage device 
that has a battery backup 
battery backup /,bet(o)ri 'bekap/ 
nouna battery to provide power to volatile 
storage devices to retain data after a com- 
puter has been switched off 
battery charging /'bet(a)ri ,tfa:d31m/ 
noun the replenishing of the charge stored 
in a re-chargeable battery 
battery meter /,bet(a)ri 'mi:tə/ noun a 
utility in a laptop computer that tells you 
how much life or working time you have 
left in your batteries (NOTE: In Windows 
95, a tiny icon appears in the bottom 
right-hand corner of the screen and this 
shows you when you are about to run out 
of battery power and need to recharge.) 
baud /bs:d/ noun a unit of data compres- 
sion speed equal to one unit element per 
second 
baud rate /'bo:d reit/ noun a measure 
of the number of signal changes transmit- 
ted per second O The baud rate of the bi- 
nary signal was 300 bits per second. 
COMMENT: Baud rate is often considered the 
same as bits per second, but in fact it depends 
on the protocol used and the error checking 
(300 baud is roughly equivalent to 30 charac- 
ing} per second using standard error check- 
ing). 
baud rate generator /,bo:d_,reit 
‘dgenoreito/ noun a device that produces 
various timing signals to synchronise data 
at different baud rates 
bay /be1/ noun a space within a compu- 
ter’s casing where a disk drive is fitted. 
Also called drive bay 
B box /bi: boks/ noun same as base 
register 
BBS / bi: bi: 'es/ noun an information 
and message database accessible by mo- 
dem and computer link. Full form bulletin 
board system 
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BCC / bi: si: 'si:/ noun an error detection 
method for blocks of transmitted data. Full 
form block character check 

BCD / bi: si: 'di:/ noun a representation 
of single decimal digits as a pattern of four 
binary digits O The BCD representation of 
decimal 8 is 1000. Full form binary cod- 
ed decimal 

BCD adder /,bi: si: ,di: 'ædə/ noun a 
full adder able to add two four-bit BCD 
words 

BCH code / bi: ,si:'e1t f kaud/ noun an 
error correcting code. Full form Bose- 
Chandhuri-Hocquenghem code 
BCNF / bi: si: en 'ef/ noun » normal 
form 

BCPL /,bi: si: pi: 'el/ noun a high level 
programming language 

BCS abbr 1. British Computer Society 2. 
basic control system satellite 

beacon /'bi:kon/ verb a signal transmit- 
ted repeatedly by a device that is malfunc- 
tioning on a network 

beacon frame /'bi:kon frerm/ noun a 
special frame within the FDDI protocol 
that is sent after a network break has oc- 
curred 

bead /bi:d/ nouna small section of a pro- 
gram that is used for a single task 

beam /bi:m/ nouna narrow set of light or 
electron rays O A beam of laser light is 
used in this printer to produce high-reso- 
lution graphics. 

beam deflection /bi:m di'flekf(o)n/ 
noun to move a CRT’s electron beam with 
the CRT across the screen 

BEC abbr bus extension card 
beginner’s all-purpose symbolic 
instruction code /bi,gmnoz vjl 
ip3ipes sim,bolik m'strakfon ,koud/ 
noun full form of BASIC 

beginning of file /b1,gintn ov 'farl/ 
noun a character or symbol that shows the 
start of a valid section of data. Abbr bof 
beginning of information mark /b1 
ginin ov ,info'merf(9)n ,;mark/ noun 
full form of BIM 

beginning of tape marker /b1,gin1n 
av 'terp ,ma:kə/ noun a section of mate- 
rial that marks the start of the recording 
area of a reel of magnetic tape. Also called 
bot marker 

bell character /bel ‘kerikto/, BEL 
noun a control code that causes a machine 
to produce an audible signal, equivalent to 
ASCII code 7 


Bell-compatible modem /,bel kəm 
,petib(a)l 'maudem/ noun a modem that 
operates according to standards set down 
by AT&T 

bells and whistles /belz ond 
‘wis(a)lz/ plural noun advanced features 
or added extras to an application or periph- 
eral O This word-processor has all the 
bells and whistles you would expect — in- 
cluding page preview. 

below-the-fold /b1,lou 60 'fould/ ad- 
jective referring to the lower part of a web- 
page that is seen only by a user who scrolls 
down the page and that is therefore less 
commercially valuable. Compare above- 
the-fold 

benchmark /'bentfma:k/ noun 1. a 
point in an index which is important, and 
can be used to compare with other figures 
2. a program used to test the performance 
of software or hardware or a system O The 
magazine gave the new program’s bench- 
mark test results. 

benchmarking /'bentfma:kin/ noun 
the testing of a system or program with a 
benchmark 

benchmark problem /,bentfma:k 
‘problom/ noun a task or problem used to 
test and evaluate the performance of hard- 
ware or software 


COMMENT: The same task or program is given 
to different systems and their results and 
speeds of working are compared. 


BER / bi: i: 'a:/ noun a standard method 
of encoding data that is stored in the ASN 
language, often used in libraries and other 
Internet data sites. Full form basic en- 
coding rules 

Berkeley UNIX /,ba:kli 'ju:nıks/ noun 
a version of the UNIX operating system 
developed by the University of California, 
Berkeley 

bespoke software = /b1,spouk 
'spftweo/ noun software that has been 
written especially for a customer’s partic- 
ular requirements 

best fit /best 'fıt/ noun a function that 
selects the smallest free space in main 
memory for a requested virtual page 
beta site /'bi:to sart/ noun a company 
or person that tests new software before it 
is released in a real environment to make 
sure it works correctly 

beta software /'bi:to ,spf(t)weo/ noun 
software that has not finished all its testing 
before release and so may still contain 
bugs 
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beta test /'bi:to ,test/ noun a second 
stage of tests performed on new software 
just before it is due to be released O The 
application has passed the alpha tests and 
is just entering the beta test phase. 


‘The client was so eager to get his hands on the prod- 
uct that the managing director bypassed internal test- 
ing and decided to let it go straight out to beta test.” 
[Computing] 


beta version /'bi:tə ,v3:3n/ noun a ver- 
sion of a software application that is al- 
most ready to be released O We’ll try out 
the beta test software on as many different 
PCs as possible to try and find all the bugs. 
betaware /'bi:tawea/ noun of computer 
software in a version that is given to a few 
customers before the final version is put on 
sale 

bezel /'bez(ə)l/ noun the front cover of a 
computer’s casing or disk drive unit 
Bézier curve /'bezie1 ks:v/ noun a ge- 
ometric curve with the overall shape de- 
fined by two midpoints, called control 
handles 


COMMENT: Bézier curves are a feature of 
many high-end design software packages. 
They allow a designer to create smooth 
curves by defining a number of points. The 
PostScript page description language uses 
Bézier curves to define the shapes of charac- 
ters during printing. 


BGP / bi: dzi: 'pi:/ noun a protocol that 
allows routers to share routing information 
to allow each router to calculate the most 
efficient path for information. Full form 
border gateway protocol (NOTE: This 
protocol is most often used between 
routers installed at Internet Service Pro- 
viders (ISPs).) 

biased exponent /barəst 1k 
'spəunənt/ noun the value of the expo- 
nent in a floating point number 

bid /bid/ verb (of a computer) to gain 
control of a network in order to transmit 
data O The terminal had to bid three times 
before there was a gap in transmissions on 
the network. 

bi-directional bus /bar dar 
rekf(9)n(a)l 'bas/ noun data or control 
lines that can carry signals travelling in 
two directions 

bi-directional printer /bar dar 
rekf(9)n(9)l 'printa/ noun a printer that 
is able to print characters from left to right 
and from right to left as the head is moving 
forwards or backwards across the paper, 
speeding up the printing operation 
bi-directional transmission /,bar 
dai,rekf(a)n(a)l_ treenz'mif(9)n/ noun 


data transfer that can occur to and from a 
device along a particular channel 

Big Blue /big 'blu:/ noun same as IBM 
(informal) 

bilinear filtering /bar,lmia 'fıltərıy/ 
nouna method of removing unwanted im- 
age defects, particularly on a texture- 
mapped object, by looking at the four ad- 
jacent pixels that surround each pixel to 
check that there is no sudden change in 
colour 

billion /‘biljan/ noun a number equal to 
one thousand million. Abbr bn 

BIM /,bi: ar 'em/ noun a symbol indicat- 
ing the start of a data stream stored on a 
disk drive. Full form beginning of infor- 
mation mark 

bin /bın/ noun a tray used to hold a supply 
of paper ready to be fed into a printer 
binary /'barnəri/ adjective referring to 
the number notation system which uses 
only the digits 0 and 1 

binary adder /,bamori 'ædə/ noun a 
device that provides the sum of two or 
more binary digits 

binary arithmetic /bamori ə 
'ri@motik/ noun the rules and functions 
governing arithmetic operations in the bi- 
nary system 

binary bit /'barnəri bıt/ noun same as 
binary digit 

binary cell /'barnəri sel/ noun a storage 
element for one bit 

binary chop /'bamori t fop/ noun same 
as binary search 

binary code /'barnəri kaud/ noun code 
using different patterns of binary digits to 
represent various symbols and elements 
binary coded characters /,bamori 
iKkoudid 'kærıktəz/ plural noun alphanu- 
meric characters represented as patterns of 
binary digits 

binary coded decimal /,barori 
ikoudid 'desim(a)l/ noun full form of 
BCD 

binary counter /bamori 'kauntə/ 
noun a circuit that will divide a binary in- 
put signal by two, producing one output 
pulse for two input pulses 

binary digit /,bamnoari 'dıd3ıt/ noun 
smallest single unit in binary notation, ei- 
ther a 0 ora 1. Also called binary, binary 
bit, binary number, bit 

binary dump /'barnəri damp/ noun a 
section of memory dumped onto another 
medium or printed out in binary form 
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binary encoding /,bainori in'koudin/ 
noun representation of each character or 
element with a unique combination or pat- 
tern of bits in a word 

binary exponent /,bamnori tk 
'spounont/ noun one word that contains 
the sign and exponent of a binary digit, ex- 
pressed in exponent and mantissa form 
binary field /‘batnari fi:ld/ noun a field 
in a database record that contains binary 
digits, often one capable of holding any in- 
formation, including data, text, graphics 
images, voice and video 

binary file /‘bamori fatl/ noun a file that 
contains data rather than alphanumeric 
characters. A binary file can include any 
character code and cannot always be dis- 
played or edited. O The program instruc- 
tions are stored in the binary file. 

binary fraction /,bamori 'frækfən/ 
noun a representation of a decimal frac- 
tion in binary form O The binary fraction 
0.011 is equal to one quarter plus one 
eighth (i.e. three eighths). 

binary half adder /,bamori 'ha:f 
,eda/ noun a binary adder that can pro- 
duce the sum of two inputs, producing a 
carry output if necessary, but cannot ac- 
cept a carry input 

binary large object /,bamori la:d3 
‘pbdzekt/ noun a field in a database 
record that can contain a large quantity of 
binary data, normally a bitmap image. 
Abbr blob 

binary loader /,batnori 'ləudə/ noun a 
short section of program code that allows 
programs in binary form, e.g. object code 
from a linker or assembler, to be loaded 
into memory 

binary look-up /'barnəri luk/ noun 
same as binary search 

binary mantissa /,bamnori mæn'tısə/ 
nouna fractional part of a number, in bina- 
ry form 

binary notation /,bamori nou 
'terf(ə)n/ noun the numerical system us- 
ing only the digits 0 and 1. Also called 
base 2, binary representation 

binary operation /bamori ,vpo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun 1. an operation on two op- 
erands 2. an operation on an operand in bi- 
nary form 

binary point /'barnəri pornt/ noun a 
dot that indicates the division between the 
bits for the numbers’ whole units and the 
fractional part of the binary number 


binary representation /,bamori 
reprizen'terf(a)n/ noun same as binary 
notation 

binary scale /‘bamori skerl/ noun a 
power of two associated with each bit po- 
sition in a word O In a four bit word, the 
binary scale is 1,2,4,8. 

binary search /'bamnori s3:tf/ noun a 
search method for use on ordered lists of 
data. Also called binary chop, binary 
look-up (NOTE: The search key is com- 
pared with the data in the middle of the 
list and one half is discarded. This is re- 
peated with the remaining half until only 
the required data item is left.) 

binary sequence /,barnəri 'si:xkwəns/ 
noun a series of binary digits 

binary signalling /,bamori 'stgnalrn/ 
noun transmission using positive and zero 
voltage levels to represent binary data 
binary split /‘batnori split/ noun a 
method of iteration in which the existing 
number is compared to a new value calcu- 
lated as the mid-point between the high 
and low limits 

binary synchronous communica- 
tions /bamnori ,stykronos ko,mjurnti 
'kerf(ə)nz/ noun full form of BSC 
binary system /bainori ,sıstəm/ 
noun the use of binary digits, or the data 
system that operates with binary digits 
binary-to-decimal conversion 
/bamori tə, tu 'desrm(a)l/ noun the 
process to convert a binary digit into its 
equivalent decimal value 

binary tree /'barnori tri:/ noun a data 
system where each item of data or node 
has only two branches. Also called btree 
binary variable /,bamori 'veəriəb(ə)l/ 
noun a variable that can contain either a 
one or zero 

binaural sound /bain's:rl saund/ 
noun a method of recording sound so that 
it gives the impression of stereophony 
when played back. ù Dolby Digital 

bind /batnd/ verb to link and convert one 
or more object code programs into a form 
that can be executed 

BIND / bi: ar en 'di:/ noun software that 
provides the functions of a Domain Name 
Server for server computers running BSD 
UNIX 

binder /'barındə/ noun a program that 
converts object code into a form that can 
be executed 

Bindery /'barndəri/ noun a special data- 
base used in a Novell NetWare network 
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operating system to store user account, ac- 
cess and security details 


binding offset /,bamndiy 'pfset/ noun 
an extra wide margin on the inside of a 
printed page to prevent text being hidden 
during binding (NOTE: It is the left margin 
on a right hand page, the right margin on 
a left hand page.) 


binding time /‘baindin tarm/ noun the 
time taken to produce actual addresses 
from an object code program 


BinHex /bin'heks/ noun a method en- 

coding binary data into ASCII characters. 

ù Uuencoding 
COMMENT: Software programs and data files 
are stored as binary data (using all eight bits 
of information within one byte of storage 
space), whereas ASCII characters can be 
stored in just the first seven of the eight bits of 
storage space within one byte. Email and 
many communication systems originally only 
supported the transfer of text (ASCII charac- 
ters), so if you wanted to attach a data file to 
your email message, the data had to be en- 
coded before it could be transferred. Now al- 
most all email software and links between 
computers support full eight-bit transfer, so 
data does not have to be encoded. 

biochip /‘batsutJip/ noun a computer 

chip that uses organic molecules to store 

and process information 


biocomputer /'barsukom ,pju:tə/ 
noun a very fast computer that operates 
using biological processes instead of sem- 
iconductor technology 


BIOS /'barvs/ noun a set of system rou- 
tines that interface between high-level pro- 
gram instructions and the system peripher- 
als to control the input and output to vari- 
ous standard devices. Full form basic 
input/output system (NOTE: This often 
includes controlling the screen, keyboard 
and disk drives.) 

bipolar /bar'pavlo/ adjective with two 
levels 


bipolar coding /,barpsulo 'kodıy/ 
noun a transmission method that uses al- 
ternate positive and negative voltage levels 
to represent a binary one, with binary zero 
represented by zero level 

bipolar signal /,bartpoulo 'sign(o)l/ 
noun the use of positive and negative volt- 
age levels to represent the binary digits 
bipolar transistor /,barpoulo tren 
'zīıstə/ noun a transistor constructed of 
three layers of alternating types of doped 
semiconductor, p-n-p or n-p-n 

BIPS abbr bank Internet payment system 


biquinary code /bar,kwmori 'koud/ 
noun code in which decimal digits are rep- 
resented as two digits added together 
(NOTE: Decimal digits smaller than 5 are 
represented as 0 + the digit; decimal dig- 
its greater than 4 are represented as 5 + 
the digit minus 5.) 

B-ISDN /bi: ,ar es di: 'en/ abbr broad- 
band ISDN 

bistable /bai'sterb(a)l/ adjective refer- 
ring to a device or circuit that has two pos- 
sible states, on and off 

bit /bit/ noun 1. same as binary digit 2. 
the smallest unit of data that a system can 
handle 

bit addressing /bit a'drestn/ noun se- 
lection of a register or word and examining 
one bit of it 

bit blit /‘bit blit/ noun same as blit 

bit block /‘bit blok/ noun (in computer 
graphics) a group of bits treated as one 
unit 

bit block transfer /,bit 
‘treensf3:/ noun full form of blit 
bit bucket /bit 'bakit/ noun an area of 
memory into which data can be discarded 
BITC abbr burned-in time code 

bit density /bit 'densəti/ noun the 
number of bits that can be recorded per 
unit of storage medium 

bit depth /'bıt dep6/ noun the number 
of bits used to represent the number of col- 
ours that can be displayed on a screen or 
printer at one time (NOTE: The bit depth of 
each pixel is represented by a number of 
bits associated with the pixel that de- 
scribe the number of colours that can be 
displayed.) 

bit error rate /,bit ‘era ,rert/ noun the 
ratio of the number of bits received com- 
pared to the number of errors in a trans- 
mission, especially in fibre optics. Abbr 
BER 

bit flipping /bıt 'flıpıy/ noun inversion 
of the state of bits from 0 to 1 and 1 to 0 
bitFTP /,bit ef ti: 'pi:/ noun a type of 
server that allows a user to retrieve a file 
using only an email link (NOTE: The user 
sends an email to the bitFTP server, con- 
taining a series of FTP commands that 
ask it to fetch the file from a remote serv- 
er. When it has done this, the bitFTP 
server sends an email back to the user 
as an email attachment or encoded mail 
message. If you want to retrieve a file, 
send a message that contains just ’help’ 


blok 
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to ’ftpmail @doc.ic.ac.uk’ to find out how 
the system works.) 
bit handling /bit 'hændlıy/ noun the 
use of CPU commands and processes that 
allow bit manipulation and changing 
bit image /bit 'ımıd3/ noun a collection 
of bits that represent the pixels that make 
up an image on screen or on a printer 
bit interleaving /‘bit nto, li:vin/ noun 
a form of time domain multiplexing used 
in some synchronous transmission proto- 
cols such as HDLC and X.25. 
bit manipulation /bit mo,nipju 
"lerf(a)n/ noun the use of various instruc- 
tions that provide functions such as exam- 
ine a bit, change or set or move a bit within 
a word 
bit-map /'bitmzp/, bitmap verb to de- 
fine events or data using an array of single 
bits, which can be, e.g., an image or graph- 
ics or a table of devices in us (NOTE: bit- 
mapping — bitmapped) 
‘...the expansion cards fit into the PC’s expansion 
slot and convert bit-mapped screen images to video 
signals’ [Publish] 
bit-mapped font /,bit mzpt 'font/ 
noun a font whose characters are made up 
of patterns of pixels 
bit-mapped graphics /,bit mæpt 
'greefiks/ plural noun images whose indi- 
vidual pixels can be controlled by chang- 
ing the value of stored bits (NOTE: One is 
on, zero is off. In colour displays, more 
than one bit is used to provide control for 
the three colours red, green and blue.) 
bit-mapped register /bit mæpt 
‘red3isto/ noun a memory location that 
holds configuration information in a proc- 
essor in which each separate bit within the 
location has a different use or meaning 
(NOTE: For example, a register that refers 
to a mouse might be one byte (eight bits) 
wide and each bit could indicate whether 
a mouse button is up or down.) 
bitmp /'bitmzp/ abbr bit-map 
BitNet /‘bitnet/ noun a network used to 
connect mostly academic sites and com- 
puters and allows transfer of electronic 
mail and listserver application (NOTE: Bit- 
Net is similar to the Internet and is con- 
nected to allow the transfer of electronic 
mail to and from academic users to other 
users on the Internet.) 
bit parallel /bit 'pærəlel/ noun the 
transmission of a collection of bits simul- 
taneously over a number of lines. The par- 
allel printer port uses bit parallel transmis- 


sion to transfer eight bits at a time to a 
printer. 

bit pattern /bit 'pæt(ə)n»/ noun an ar- 
rangement of bits within a word, that rep- 
resents a particular character or action 

bit plane /'bit pletn/ noun (in computer 
graphics) one layer of a multiple-layer im- 
age in which each layer defines one colour 
of each pixel 

bit position /bit pə'zıf(ə)n/ noun the 
place of a bit of data in a computer word 
bit rate /‘bit rert/ noun a measure of the 
number of bits transmitted per second 

bit rotation /bit rou'terf(a)n/ noun a 
shifting a pattern of bits in a word to the 
left or right, the old last bit moving to the 
new first bit position 

bit-significant /,bit sig'nifikont/ ad- 
jective using the bits within a byte to de- 
scribe something O Testing bit six of a byte 
containing an ASCII character is bit sig- 
nificant and determines if the ASCII char- 
acter is upper or lower case. 

bit-slice architecture /,bit slats 
‘arkitektfa/, bit-slice design /,bit slats 
di'zain/ noun the construction of a large 
word size CPU by joining a number of 
smaller word size blocks O The bit-slice 
design uses four four-bit word processors 
to make a sixteen-bit processor. 

bit-slice microprocessor /,bit slats 
‘markrauprausesd/, bit-slice processor 
/,bit slats 'prausesa/ noun a large word 
size CPU constructed by joining a number 
of smaller word size blocks O The bit-slice 
microprocessor uses four 4-bit processors 
to make a 16-bit word processor. 

bits per inch /,bits ps: 'mntJ/ noun full 
form of BPI 

bits per pixel /,bits ps: 'prks(a)I/ noun 
full form of BPP 

bits per second /,bits ps: 'sekand/ 
noun a measure of the number of binary 
digits transmitted every second. Abbr bps 
bit stream /‘bit stri:m/ noun a binary 
data sequence that does not consist of sep- 
arate, distinct character codes or groups 
bit stuffing /bit 'stafıy/ noun the addi- 
tion of extra bits to a group of data to make 
up the length required for transmission 
bit track /'bit trek/ noun a track on a 
magnetic disk along which bits can be re- 
corded or read back 

bitwise /‘bitwatz/ adverb carried out on 
each bit in a byte, one bit at a time 
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BIX /,bi: at 'eks/ noun a commercial on- 
line system founded by Byte magazine 
biz /b1z/ noun a type of newsgroup that 
contains business discussions and oppor- 
tunities (NOTE: For example, ‘biz.opportu- 
nities’ contains messages from users 
that are offering ways of making money. 
Only the biz series of newsgroups are 
supposed to discuss commercial as- 
pects: the rest of the newsgroups are for 
technical or academic discussion.) 
black and white /,blæk ən 'wart/ noun 
1. the use of shades of grey to represent 
colours on a monitor or display 2. an im- 
age in which each pixel is either black or 
white with no shades of grey 

black box /blæk 'boks/ noun a device 
that performs a function without the user 
knowing how 

black level /blek 'lev(a)I/ noun a level 
of a video signal that represents absolutely 
no light: total blackness 

black matrix /blæk 'mertriks/ noun a 
CRT monitor tube in which the colour 
phosphor dots are surrounded by black for 
increased contrast 

black writer /blek 'rartə/ noun a print- 
er in which toner sticks to the points hit by 
the laser beam when the image drum is 
scanned O A black writer produces sharp 
edges and graphics, but large areas of 
black are muddy. 

blank cell /blæņk 'sel/ noun an empty 
cell in a spreadsheet 

blank character /blenk ‘keertkto/ 
noun a character code that prints a space 
blank disk /blæņk 'dısk/ noun a disk 
that does not have data stored on it 
blanking interval /‘blankiy ,mntoval/ 
noun the period during which a screen dis- 
plays nothing, in between two images or 
during the picture beam flyback 

blank instruction /blenk in 
'strakfən/ noun an instruction in a pro- 
gram that is only there to satisfy language 
syntax or to make up a block length 
blank string /blæņk 'strıy/ noun same 
as null string 

blank tape /blæņk 'terp/ noun a tape 
that does not have data stored on it 

blast /bla:st/ verb 1. to write data into a 
programmable ROM device 2. to free sec- 
tions of previously allocated memory or 
resources 

blast-through alphanumerics 
/blarst Oru: ,zlfenju:'merrks/ plural 
noun characters that can be displayed on a 


videotext terminal when it is in graphics 
mode 

bleed /bli:d/ noun 1. a line of printing 
that runs off the edge of the paper 2. a bad- 
ly adjusted colour monitor in which col- 
ours of adjoining pixels blend 

bleeding edge / bli:dry 'ed3/ adjective 
referring to technology that is very new 
and has not yet fully tested to see whether 
it works correctly 

blessed folder /,blesid 'fəuldə/ noun 
the Apple Mac System Folder that con- 
tains files loaded automatically when the 
Mac is switched on 

blind /blaind/ adjective which will not 
respond to certain codes 

blind certificate /,blaind so'tiftkot/ 
noun a means of tracking visitors to web- 
sites that identifies the user’s system but 
not his or her name 

blind dialling /,blaind 'darəlıy/ noun 
the ability of a modem to dial out even if 
the line appears dead, used on certain pri- 
vate lines 

blind keyboard /,blaind 'ki:bo:d/ 
noun a keyboard whose output is not dis- 
played but is stored directly on disk 
B-line counter /,bi: lam 'kaunto/ 
noun an address register that is added to a 
reference address to provide the location 
to be accessed 

blinking /‘blinkin/ noun a flashing ef- 
fect caused by varying the intensity of a 
displayed character 

blit /blit/ noun (in computer graphics) 
the act of moving a block of bits from one 
memory location to another. Full form bit 
block transfer. Also called bit blit 
blitter /‘blita/ noun an electronic compo- 
nent designed to process or move a bit- 
mapped image from one area of memory 
to another O The new blitter chip speeds 
up the graphics display. 

bloatware /'bləutweə/ noun a compu- 
ter program that has many, often unneces- 
sary features, which take up so much 
memory that the computer does not work 
as well as it should 

blob /blob/ noun a field in a database 
record that can contain a large quantity of 
binary data, usually a bitmap image. Full 
form binary large object 

block /blok/ noun 1. a number of stored 
records treated as a single unit 2. a wide 
printed bar 

block capitals /,blok 'kæpīt(ə)lz/ plu- 
ral noun capital letters, e.g. A,B,C O Write 
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your name and address in block letters. 
Also called block letter 

block character check /,blok 
'kærıktə tfek/ noun full form of BCC 
block code /blok 'kaud/ noun an error 
detection and correction code for block 
data transmission 

block-copy /,blok 'kppi/ verb 1. to du- 
plicate a block of data to another section of 
memory 2. to copy a selected area of 
word-processed text from one part of a 
document to another 

block cursor /blok 'ks:sə/ noun a cur- 
sor in the shape of a solid rectangle that 
fills a character position 

block-delete /,blpk dr'li:t/ verb to de- 
lete a selected area of word-processed text 
block device /blpk di'vats/ noun a de- 
vice that manipulates many bytes of data at 
once O The disk drive is a block device that 
can transfer 256bytes of data at a time. 
block diagram /blok 'darə,græm/ 
noun a graphical representation of a sys- 
tem or program operation 

block error rate /blok 'era rert/ noun 
the number of blocks of data that contain 
errors compared with the total number 
transmitted 

block gap /blok 'gzep/ noun a stretch of 
blank magnetic tape between the end of 
one block of data and the start of the next 
in backing store 

block header /blok 'hedə/ noun a sec- 
tion of information at the start of a file de- 
scribing content organisation or character- 
istics 

block ignore character /,blok 1g'no: 
ikeerikta/ noun a symbol at the start of a 
block indicating that it contains corrupt 
data 

blocking factor /blokıņ 'fæktə/ noun 
the number of records in a block 

block input processing /,blok 
‘Input ,prousesin/ noun an input system 
that requires a whole error-free block to be 
received before it is processed 

block length /blok 'len®/ noun the 
number of records or fields or characters in 
a block of data 

block letters /,blpk 'letəz/ plural noun 
same as block capitals 

block list /‘blok lıst/ noun a list of the 
blocks and records as they are organised in 
a file 

block mark /'blok mark/ noun a code 
that indicates the end of a block 


block marker /'blok ,ma:kə/ plural 
noun each of two markers inserted at the 
start and finish of a section of data or text 
to indicate a special block which can then 
be moved or deleted or copied as a single 
unit 

block move /'blok mu:v/ verb 1. to 
move selected word-processed text from 
one area of a document to another 2. to 
move the contents of an area of memory to 
another area of memory 

block operation /blok ,vpa'rerf(a)n/ 
noun a process carried out on a block of 
data 

block parity /blok 'pzrati/ noun a par- 
ity error check on a block of data 

block protection /blok pra'tekfon/ 
noun prevention of the splitting of a se- 
lected block of word-processed text by an 
automatic page break 

block retrieval /blpk ri'tri:v(9)l/ noun 
the accessing of blocks of data stored in 
memory 

block synchronisation /,blok 
stnkronar'ze1f(a)n/ noun the correct 
timing of start, stop and message bits ac- 
cording to a predefined protocol 

block transfer /blok 'treensf3:/ noun 
the moving of large numbers of records 
around in memory 

blog /blog/ verb to create or run a weblog 
(NOTE: blogging — blogged) 
blogosphere /'blogə,sfrə/ noun the 
area of the World Wide Web in which 
bloggers communicate with each other 
(informal) 

blogware /'blogweə/ noun computer 
software tools for creating a weblog 
bloop /blu:p/ verb to pass a magnet over 
a tape to erase signals which are not need- 
ed 

blow /blau/ verb to program a PROM de- 
vice with data. Also called burn (NOTE: 
blew — blown) 

Blue Book Ethernet /,blu: buk 
'i;@anet/ noun a version of Ethernet de- 
veloped by DEC, Intel and Xerox 
blueprint /‘blu:,print/ noun a copy of 
an original set of specifications or design 
in graphical form 

blue-ribbon program /,blu: 'ribon 
\prougrem/ noun a perfect program that 
runs first time, with no errors or bugs 
Bluetooth /‘blu:tu:6/ a trade name for a 
short-range radio communications system 
that is designed to provide a simple way 
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for computer, Internet and input devices to 
communicate (NOTE: For example, a 
palm-top computer could transfer infor- 
mation to a mobile phone using a Blue- 
tooth link. The technology was devel- 
oped by a group of computer and tele- 
communications companies that 
included Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Nokia and 
Toshiba.) 

blur /bls:/ noun an image in which the 
edges or colours are not clear W verb to 
make the edges or colours of an image 
fuzzy O The image becomes blurred when 
you turn the focus knob. (NOTE: blurring — 
blurred) 

BMP / bi: em 'pi:/ noun a three-letter ex- 
tension to a filename that indicates that the 
file contains a bitmapped graphics image 
O This paint package lets you import BMP 
files. ý GIF, JPEG, TIFF 

bn abbr billion 

BNC connector / bi: en 'si: ko,nekto/ 
noun a cylindrical metal connector with a 
copper core that is at the end of coaxial ca- 
ble and is used to connect cables together 
(NOTE: It attaches by pushing and twist- 
ing the outer cylinder onto two locking 
pins.) 

BNC T-piece connector /,bi: en si: 
'tir pirs ko nekto/ noun a T-shaped metal 
connector used to connect an adapter card 
to the ends of two sections of RG-58 ‘thin’ 
coaxial cable, used in many Ethernet net- 
work installations 

BNF / bi: en 'ef/ noun a system of writ- 
ing and expressing the syntax of a pro- 
gramming language. Full form Backus- 
Naur-Form 

board /bo:d/ noun a flat insulation mate- 
rial on which electronic components are 
mounted and connected 

body /'bodi/ noun 1. the main section of 
text in a document 2. the main part of a 
program 

body type /'bndi tarp/ noun a default 
font and point size that is used for the main 
section of text in a document 

bof, BOF abbr beginning of file 
boilerplate /'borlopleit/ noun a final 
document that has been put together using 
standard sections of text held in a word- 
processor 

boilerplating /‘borloplertiy/ noun the 
putting together of a final document out of 
various standard sections of text 

bold face /'bauld fers/ noun a thicker 
and darker form of a typeface 


bomb /bpm/ noun a routine in a program 
designed to crash the system or destroy 
data at a particular time m@ verb (of soft- 
ware) to fail (informal) O The program 
bombed, and we lost all the data. 


book /buk/ nouna multimedia title. ù eb- 
ook (NOTE: The name comes from the 
fact that most multimedia titles are ar- 
ranged as a series of different pages, 
which together form a book.) 
bookmark /'bukma:k/ noun a code in- 
serted at a particular point in a document 
that allows the user to move straight to that 
point at a later date 


book palette /‘buk ,pzlot/ noun a set 
of colours that is used in a particular mul- 
timedia application (NOTE: Two different 
applications could use different palettes, 
and each must load its own palette other- 
wise the colours will appear corrupted.) 


Boolean algebra /,bu:lion 'eld31bra/ 
noun a set of rules that define, simplify 
and manipulate logical functions, based on 
statements which are true or false. » AND, 
NOT function, OR. Also called Boolean 
logic 

Boolean connective /,bu:lion ko 
'nektıv/ noun a symbol or character in a 
Boolean operation that describes the ac- 
tion to be performed on the operands 
Boolean data type /,bu:lion ‘derto 
,tarp/ noun same as Boolean variable 
Boolean logic /,bu:lian 'lnd31k/ noun 
same as Boolean algebra 

Boolean operation /,bu:lion ,ppo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun a logical operation on a 
number of operands, conforming to 
Boolean algebra rules 

Boolean operation table /,bu:lion 
iDpa'rerf(a)n_ ,terb(a)l/ noun a table 
showing two binary words, or operands, 
the operation and the result 

Boolean operator /,bu:lion 
‘pporeita/ noun a logical operator such as 
AND, NOT and OR 

Boolean search /,bu:lion 'ss:tf/ noun 
a search that uses the AND and OR func- 
tions 

Boolean value /,bu:lion 'velju:/ noun 
each of two values, either true or false 
Boolean variable /,burlion 
'veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a binary word in which 
each bit represents true or false, using the 
digits 1 or 0. Also called Boolean data 
type 
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boot /bu:t/ verb to execute a set of in- 
structions automatically in order to reach a 
required state 

bootable /'bu:tab(a)l/ adjective refer- 
ring to a storage device that holds the com- 
mands to boot up a computer and load the 
operating system (NOTE: The main hard 
disk normally is a bootable device as is 
the floppy disk drive A:.) 

boot block /'bu:t blok/ noun the first 
track, track 0, on a boot disk of an IBM- 
compatible floppy disk. Also called boot 
record 

boot disk /‘bu:t disk/ noun a special 
disk that contains a bootstrap program and 
the operating system software O After you 
switch on the computer, insert the boot 
disk. 

booting /'bu:t1m/ noun same as boot up 
bootleg /'bu:t ,leg/ noun an illegal copy 
of recorded material 

BOOTP /bi: əv əv ti: 'pi:/ noun an In- 
ternet protocol used by a diskless worksta- 
tion to find out its IP address, then load its 
operating system from a central server. 
Full form bootstrap protocol. ù IP 
(NOTE: This protocol allows a workstation 
to start up and load all its software over 
the network: a normal workstation would 
load its operating system software stored 
on an internal floppy or hard disk drive.) 
boot partition /bu:t pa:'trf(a)n/ noun 
a partition on a hard disk that contains the 
bootstrap and operating system 

boot record /'bu:t ,reko:d/ noun same 
as boot block 

boot sector /bu:t 'sekta/ noun a part of 
a disk that contains instructions that are 
read by the computer when it is first 
switched on or reset (NOTE: The instruc- 
tions tell the computer how to load the 
operating system from the disk.) 
bootstrap, bootstrap loader noun a 
set of instructions that are executed by the 
computer before a program is loaded, usu- 
ally to load the operating system once the 
computer is switched on. Compare loader 
bootstrap memory /'buitstræp 
imem(a)ri/ noun permanent memory 
within a terminal or microcomputer, that 
allows a user to customise the attributes, 
booting the system and loading programs 
bootstrap protocol /,bu:tstrep 
‘prouvtokpl/ noun full form of BOOTP 
boot up /bu:t 'ap/ noun automatic exe- 
cution of a set of instructions usually held 


in ROM when a computer is switched on. 
Also called booting 

border /'bo:da/ noun 1. an area around 
printed or displayed text 2. a thin bounda- 
ry line around a button or field or a graphic 
image 

border style /'bo:do ,starl/ noun an at- 
tribute that determines the type of border 
around a button or field, e.g. a single line, 
a shadow or a double line 

borrow /'borau/ noun an operation in 
certain arithmetic processes such as sub- 
traction from a smaller number 
Bose-Chandhuri-Hocquenghem 
code noun full form of BCH code 

bot! /bvt/, BOT abbr beginning of tape 
bot? /bpt/ noun a robot utility program 
that helps a user or another application 
carry out a particular task — e.g. a search 
bot will help a user search the Internet by 
submitting the query to several engines at 
once; a link bot will check that all the hy- 
perlinks on a website are correct 

BOT marker /'bot ,ma:kə/ noun a sec- 
tion of material that marks the start of the 
recording area of magnetic tape 

bottom up method /'prougremin/, 
bottom up programming noun a meth- 
od in which low-level instructions are 
combined to form a high-level instruction, 
which can then be further combined 
bounce /bauns/ noun 1. a multiple key 
contact caused by a faulty switch 2. an 
electronic mail message that could not be 
correctly delivered and is returned to the 
sender 

boundary /'baund(9)ri/ noun a line or 
marker that indicates the limits of some- 
thing 

boundary protection /,baund(a)ri 
pra'tekfan/ noun a function designed to 
prevent any program writing into a re- 
served area of memory 

boundary punctuation /,baund(s)ri 
ipanktsu'erf(a)n/ noun punctuation that 
marks the beginning or end of a file 
boundary register /,baund(a)ri 
'red3zisto/ noun a register in a multi-user 
system that contains the addresses for the 
limits of one user’s memory allocation 
bounding box /‘baundin boks/ noun a 
rectangle that determines the shape and 
position of an image that has been placed 
in a document or on screen 
Boyce-Codd normal form /,bots 
kod 'normol ,form/ noun» normal form. 
Abbr BCNF 


breakpoint symbol 





bozo bit /'bouzau bit/ noun (in an Ap- 
ple Macintosh system) an attribute bit that 
prevents a file being copied or moved 
BPI, bpi noun the number of bits that can 
be recorded per inch of recording medium. 
Full form bits per inch 

BPP / bi: pi: 'pi:/ noun the number of 
bits assigned to store the colour of each 
pixel. One bit provides black or white, four 
bits give 16 colour combinations, eight 
bits give 256 colour combinations. Full 
form bits per pixel 

bps /,bi: pi: 'es/ noun the number of bits 
that can be transmitted per second O Their 
transmission rate is 60,000 bits per second 
(bps) through a parallel connection. Full 
form bits per second 

Bps /,bi: pi: 'es/ noun the number of 
bytes that can be transmitted per second. 
Full form bytes per second 

bps rate /,bi: pi: 'es rert/ noun the rate 
at which information is sent, equal to the 
number of bits transmitted or received per 
second 

bps rate adjust /,bi: pi: ,es rert ə 
'‘d3ast/ noun the ability of a modem to ad- 
just the speed of its serial port automatical- 
ly so as to match the communications 
speed 

BRA / bi: a: 'e1/ noun a basic ISDN serv- 
ice that provides two data channels capa- 
ble of carrying data at a rate of 64Kbps to- 
gether with a signalling channel used to 
carry control signals at 16Kbps. Full form 
basic rate access 

braces /'brersız/ plural noun curly 
bracket characters ( {} ) used in some pro- 
gramming languages to enclose a routine 
bracket /‘brekit/ noun a printing sign to 
show that an instruction or operation is to 
be processed separately Mm verb to 
bracket together to print brackets round 
several items to show that they are treated 
in the same way and separated from the 
rest of the text 

branch /bra:ntf/ noun 1. a possible path 
or jump from one instruction to another 2. 
a line linking one or more devices to the 
main network O The faulty station is on 
this branch. @ verb to jump from one sec- 
tion of a program to another, often using a 
test or decision with two or more possible 
results that lead to two different points in 
the program 


COMMENT: In BASIC, the instruction GOTO 
makes the system jump to the line indicated; 
this is an unconditional branch. The instruc- 
tion IF...THEN is a conditional branch, be- 














cause the jump will only take place if the con- 
dition is met. 


branch cable /bra:ntJ 'kerb(9)l/ noun 
a cable that runs from a main cable to a 
node 

branch instruction /braintf im 
'strakfən/ noun a conditional program 
instruction that provides the location of the 
next instruction in the program, if a condi- 
tion is met 

branchpoint /'bra:ntfpornt/ noun a 
point in a program where a branch can take 
place 

branch table /'bra:ntf ,terb(o)l/ noun 
a table that defines where to jump to in a 
program depending on the result of a test 
breach /bri:tJ/ noun a failure to carry 
out the terms of an agreement o breach of 
warranty the supplying of goods which 
do not meet the standards of the warranty 
applied to them 

breadboard /'bredbo:d/ noun a device 
that allows prototype electronic circuits to 
be constructed easily without permanent 
connections or soldering 

break /bretk/ noun an action performed, 
or a key pressed, to stop the execution of a 
program 

Break key /'brerk ki:/ noun a special 
key on an IBM-compatible keyboard that 
halts the execution of a program when it is 
pressed at the same time as the Control key 
O I stopped the problem by pressing Ctrl- 
Break. 

breakout box /'bretkaut boks/ noun a 
device that displays the status of lines 
within an interface, cable or connector O 
The serial interface doesn’t seem to be 
working — use the breakout box to see 
which signals are present. 

breakpoint /‘bretkpomt/ noun a sym- 
bol inserted into a program which stops its 
execution at that point to allow registers, 
variables and memory locations to be ex- 
amined (NOTE: Breakpoints are often 
used when debugging a program.) 
breakpoint halt /'brerkpoint_,ho:lt/ 
noun same as breakpoint instruction 
breakpoint instruction /'brerkpornt 
m,strakfon/ noun a halt command insert- 
ed in a program to stop its execution tem- 
porarily. This allows the programmer to 
examine data and registers while debug- 
ging a program. 

breakpoint symbol /'brerkpornt 
stmb(a)l/ noun a special character used 
to provide a breakpoint in a debugging 














breakup 





program. The program allows breakpoint 
symbols to be inserted, then executes the 
program until it reaches one, then halts. 


breakup /'brerkap/ noun (in video) loss 
or distortion of a signal 


B register /bi: 'red31sta/ noun 1. an ad- 
dress register that is added to a reference 
address to provide the location to be ac- 
cessed 2. a register used to extend the ac- 
cumulator in multiplication and division 
operations 


BRI /,bi: a: 'aı/ noun one part of the 
ISDN service that provides two data trans- 
fer channels, also called bearer channels, 
that can transmit data at 64Kbit/second 
and one control channel that can transfer 
extra control information at 16Kbit/sec- 
ond. Full form basic rate interface 


bricks-and-mortar /,briks on 'mo:to/ 
adjective referring to businesses that oper- 
ate using buildings such as shops and 
warehouses, as opposed to operating only 
or mainly via the Internet. Compare 
clicks-and-mortar 


bridge /brid3/ verb to use bridgeware to 
help transfer programs and data files to an- 
other system (NOTE: A bridging product is 
available for companies with both gener- 
ations of machines.) E noun 1. a device 
that connects two networks together and 
allow information to flow between them. ù 
router, brouter (NOTE: Bridges function 
at the data link layer of the OSI network 
model.) 2. a process of ensuring that piec- 
es of computer equipment match, so that 
power losses between them are kept to a 
minimum 3. hardware or software that al- 
lows parts of an old system to be used on a 
new system 

‘Lotus Development and IMRS are jointly develop- 

ing a bridge linking their respective spreadsheet and 

client server reporting tools. It will allow users of 


IMRS’ Hyperion reporting tool to manipulate live 
data from Lotus Improv.’ [Computing] 


bridgeware /'brid3weo/ noun hard- 
ware or software used to make the transfer 
from one computer system to another eas- 
ier, by changing e.g. file format and trans- 
lation 

bridging /‘brid3m/ noun the use of 
bridgeware to help transfer programs and 
data files to another system 


COMMENT: A bridge connects two similar net- 
works: a gateway connects two different net- 
works. To connect two Ethernet networks, use 
a bridge. 
bridging product /‘brid31m ,prodakt/ 
noun same as bridge 


Briefcase utility /'bri:fkers ju:,tiliti/ 
noun (in Windows) a special utility that al- 
lows you to keep files stored on a laptop 
and a desktop PC up to date 

brightness /‘brattnas/ noun the inten- 
sity of the light emitted by an image on a 
screen O A control knob allows you to ad- 


just brightness and contrast. 


brightness range /'brartnəs remnd3/ 
noun the variation in the intensity of the 
light emitted by something 
brilliant /‘briljont/ adjective (of light or 
colour) very bright and shining 
bring up /,brin 'ap/ verb to start a com- 
puter system 
British Approvals Board for Tele- 
communications /,britif 9,pru:valz 
boid fo: ,telikomkju:mi'kerf(9)nz/ noun 
full form of BABT 
British Standards Institute /,britif 
'stændədz ,institju:t/ noun full form of 
BSI (UK) 
broadband /'bro:dbzend/ noun (in local 
area networks or communications) a 
transmission method that combines sever- 
al channels of data onto a carrier signal 
and can carry the data over long distances. 
Compare baseband. Also called wide- 
band 
COMMENT: The three most popular broadband 
communication devices are ISDN, cable mo- 
dems and ADSL, which is part of the wider 
DSL standard. Each country has different 
prevalent standards and pricing models. For 
example, ISDN provides a digital link that can 
transfer data at the rate of 64Kbps; it dials an 
access number and provides a link when re- 
quired. ADSL, in contrast, provides a direct 
connection that appears to be ‘always on’ us- 
ing a network adapter to link the computer to 
the Internet provider. ADSL normally supports 
a transfer speed of up to 2Mbps. 
broadband communication de- 
vice /bro:dbend kə ,mju:ni'kerf(ə)n 
di,vais/ noun a communication channel 
and device that allow a computer to con- 
nect to the Internet at a very high speed, 
often several thousand times faster than a 
dial-up modem connected to a telephone 
line 
broadband ISDN /,bro:dbend ar es 
di: 'en/ noun a high-speed data transfer 
service that allows data and voice to be 
transmitted over a wide area network. 
Abbr B-ISDN 
broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ noun (in a net- 
work) a message or data sent to a group of 
users W verb to distribute information over 
a wide area or to a large audience O He 


buffer 





broadcast the latest news over the WAN. 
(NOTE: broadcasts — broadcasting — 
broadcast) 

broadcast message /,bro:dka:st 
'mesid3/ noun a message sent to everyone 
on a network O Five minutes before we 
shut down the LAN, we send a broadcast 
message to all users. 

broadcast network /,bro:dka:st 
‘netws:k/ noun a network for sending 
data to a number of receivers 


broadcast quality §  /,bro:dka:st 
‘kwoliti/ noun a quality of video image or 
signal that is the same as that used by pro- 
fessional television stations O We can use 
your multimedia presentation as the ad- 
vert on TV if it’s of broadcast quality. 
brochure site /'brəufə sait/ noun a 
simple, often one-page, website that ad- 
vertises a company’s products and gives its 
contact details 
brouter /'bru:tə/ noun a device that 
combines the functions of a router and 
bridge to connect networks together O The 
brouter provides dynamic routing and can 
bridge two local area networks. ù bridge, 
router 
brown-out /'braun avt/ noun a power 
failure caused by a low voltage level rather 
than no voltage level 
browse /brauz/ verb 1. to view data in a 
database or online system 2. to search 
through and access database material 
without permission 
browser /'brauzə/ noun a software pro- 
gram that is used to navigate through web- 
pages stored on the Internet. A browser 
program asks the Internet server to send it 
a page of information, stores, decodes and 
displays the page, and will jump to other 
pages if you click on hyperlinks. ù HTML, 
NetScape, IE 
COMMENT: A browser program asks the Inter- 
net server (called the HTTP server) to send it 
a page of information; this page is stored in 
the HTML layout language that is decoded by 
the browser and displayed on screen. The 
browser displays any hotspots and will jump 
to another page if the user clicks on a hyper- 
link. 
browsing /'brauzin/ noun the activity 
of moving through sites on the Internet, a 
list of files or a multimedia title in no par- 
ticular order. You control which page you 
move to next and what you view. 
brush /braJ/ noun a tool in paint pack- 
age software that draws pixels on screen O 
The paint package lets you vary the width 


of the brush (in pixels) and the colour it 
produces. 

brush style /'bra f starl/ noun the width 
and shape of the brush tool in a paint pack- 
age O To fill in a big area, I select a wide, 
square brush style. 

brute force method /,bru:t fo:s 
'meĝðəd/ noun a problem-solving method 
which depends on computer power rather 
than elegant programming techniques 

BS abbr backspace 

BSAM abbr basic sequential access 
method 

BSC / bi: es 'si:/ noun an old standard 
for medium/high speed data communica- 
tion links. Full form binary synchro- 
nous communications 

BSI /,bi: es 'a1/ noun an organisation that 
monitors design and safety standards in 
the UK. Full form British Standards In- 
stitute 

BTAM / bi: ti: er 'em/ noun a method of 
providing access for read or write opera- 
tions to a remote device. Full form basic 
telecommunications access method 
btree /'bi: tri:/ noun same as binary tree 
bubble-help /'bab(a)I help/ noun a sin- 
gle line that appears on screen to describe 
what you are pointing at 

bubble jet printer /,bab(o)l d3et 
‘printo/ noun » ink-jet printer 

bubble memory /,bab(a)l 'mem(a)ri/ 
nouna method of storing binary data using 
the magnetic properties of certain materi- 
als, allowing very large amounts of data to 
be stored in primary memory 

bubble memory cassette /,bab(o)l 
'mem(ə)ri ka,set/ noun a bubble memory 
device on a removable cartridge similar to 
an audio cassette that can be inserted into 
a controller card to provide removable 
memory 

bubble sort /‘bab(9)l so:t/ noun a sort- 
ing method which repeatedly exchanges 
various pairs of data items until they are in 
order 

bucket /‘bakit/ noun a storage area con- 
taining data for an application 

buffer /‘bafa/ noun 1. a circuit that iso- 
lates and protects a system from damaging 
inputs from driven circuits or peripherals. 
ò driver 2. a temporary storage area for 
data waiting to be processed W verb to use 
a temporary storage area to hold data until 
the processor or device is ready to deal 
with it 


buffered input/output 





COMMENT: Buffers allow two parts of a compu- 
ter system to work at different speeds, e.g. a 
high-speed central processing unit and a 
slower line printer. 


buffered input/output /,bafod ,mput 
‘autput/ noun the use of a temporary stor- 
age area on input or output ports to allow 
slow peripherals to operate with a fast 
CPU 

buffered memory /,bafad 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun a type of memory that allows in- 
structions or data to be entered before the 
processor has finished processing the ones 
it is currently dealing with 

buffering /‘bafariy/ noun using buffers 
to provide a link between slow and fast de- 
vices 

buffer length /‘bafa len®/ noun the 
number of data item that can be stored in a 
buffer while waiting for the processor to 
attend to them 

buffer register /,bafo 'red31sta/ noun 
temporary storage for data read from or 
being written to main memory 

buffer size /'bafə satz/ noun the total 
number of characters that can be held in a 
buffer 

bug /bag/ noun an error in a computer 
program which makes it run incorrectly 
(informal) 

buggy /'bagi/ noun a small computer- 
controlled vehicle (NOTE: The plural is 
buggies.) 

bug patch /'bag pet J/ noun 1. a tempo- 
rary correction made to a program 2. a 
small correction made to software by a 
user on the instructions of the software 
publisher 

build /bild/ noun a particular version of a 
program O This is the latest build of the 
new software. 

building block /‘bildm blok/ noun a 
self-contained unit that can be joined to 
others to form a system 

built-in /'bılt ın/ adjective already in- 
cluded in a system O The built-in adapter 
card makes it fully IBM compatible. Oppo- 
site add-on 

built-in check /,bilt in 'tfek/ noun an 
error detection and validation check car- 
ried out automatically on received data 
built-in font /,bilt m 'font/ noun a font 
stored permanently within a peripheral, 
normally a printer 

built-in function /,bilt in 'fankJ(a)n/ 
noun a special function already imple- 
mented in a program 


built-in message /,bilt ın 'mesid3/ 
noun a message generated by a system or 
authoring language in response to an ac- 
tion such as a mouse click 

bulk erase /balk t're1z/ verb to erase a 
complete disk in one action 

bulk storage medium /balk 
‘stoirid3 ,mi:diom/ noun a medium that 
is able to store large amounts of data in a 
convenient size and form 

bulk update terminal /,balk 'apdert 
,t3rmin(a)l/ noun a device used by an in- 
formation provider to prepare videotext 
pages off-line, then transmit them rapidly 
to the main computer 

bullet /‘bulit/ noun a symbol, often a 
filled circle @ or square m, placed in front 
of a line of text and used to draw attention 
to a particular line in a list 


‘For a bullet chart use four to six bullet points and no 
more than six to eight words each’ [Computing] 


bulleted adjective marked with a bullet 
in front of the line of text O a bulleted list 
bulletin board /‘bulitn bo:d/, bulletin 
board system noun an online forum used 
to exchange e-mails, chat and access soft- 
ware. Abbr BBS 
bundle /'band(a)I/ noun 1. a number of 
optic fibres gathered together 2. a package 
containing a computer together with soft- 
ware or accessories offered at a special 
price O The bundle now includes a PC 
with CD-rewriter, digital camera and 
scanner for just £599. m verb to market at 
a special price a package that contains a 
computer together with a range of soft- 
ware or accessories 
bundled software = _/,band(a)ld 
‘spftweo/ noun software included in the 
price of a computer system 
bureau /'bjusrau/ noun an office that 
specialises in keyboarding data or process- 
ing batches of data for other small compa- 
nies O The company offers a number of bu- 
reau services, such as printing and data 
collection. 

‘IMC has a colour output bureau that puts images 

onto the uncommon CD-ROM XA format.’ [Com- 

puting] 
burn /bs:n/ verb 1. same as blow 2. to 
copy data onto a CD-ROM or DVD-ROM 
burned-in time code /,ba:nd In 'tarm 
|kaud/ noun time code information in- 
cluded in the video signal as an image that 
is visible on any TV or monitor. Abbr 
BITC 
burner /‘bs:na/ noun a device which 
burns in programs onto PROM chips 


bus unit 





burn in /bs:in '1n/ verb 1. to mark a tele- 
vision or monitor screen after displaying a 
high-brightness image for too long 2. to 
write data into a PROM chip 

burn-in /'b3in m/ noun a heat test for 
electronic components 

burn out /,b3:n 'aut/ noun excess heat 
or incorrect use that causes an electronic 
circuit or device to fail 

burst /bs:st/ noun a short isolated se- 
quence of transmitted signals 

burster /'bs:stə/ noun a machine used to 
separate the sheets of continuous fanfold 
paper 

burst mode /'bs:st məud/ noun data 
transmission using intermittent bursts of 
data 

bursty /'ba:sti/ adjective transmitted in 
short uneven bursts, rather than a smooth 
continuous stream 

bus /bas/ noun 1. a communication link 
consisting of a set of leads or wires which 
connects different parts of a computer 
hardware system, and over which data is 
transmitted and received by various cir- 
cuits in the system. Also called highway 
2. a central source of information that sup- 
plies several devices 

bus address lines /,bas ə'dres ,lamz/ 
plural noun wires, each of which carries 
one bit of an address word 

bus arbitration /bas ,a:br'trerf(o)n/ 
noun the protocol and control of transmis- 
sion over a bus that ensures fair usage by 
several users 


‘The slot controller detects when a new board is in- 
serted, it activates power up and assigns a bus arbi- 
tration and card slot ID to the board.’ [Computing] 


bus bar /'bas ba:/ noun an electrical 
conductor or group of electrical conduc- 
tors used as a connector in a circuit, espe- 
cially as a bus in a computer system 

bus board /'bas bo:d/ noun a PCB con- 
taining conducting paths for all the com- 
puter signals for the address, data and con- 
trol buses 

bus clock /'bas klok/ noun the speed at 
which data is transferred along the main 
bus in a computer (NOTE: This is not al- 
ways the same speed as the processor 
speed.) 

bus clock speed /,bas klok 'spi:d/ 
noun the frequency of the clock that gov- 
erns the main bus in a computer 

bus control lines /,bas_ kon'troul 
jlainz/ plural noun wires, each of which 
carries one bit of a control word 


bus data lines /,bas 'dertə ,lamz/ plu- 
ral noun wires, each of which carries one 
bit of a data word 


bus driver /bas 'drarvə/ noun high 
power transistors or an amplifier that can 
provide enough power to transmit signals 
to a number of devices 


bus extender / bas iks'tendo/, bus 
extension card /bas 1k'stenfan ka:d/ 
noun 1. device that extends an 8-bit bus to 
accommodate 16-bit add-in cards 2. spe- 
cial board (used by repair engineers) that 
moves an add-in board up to a position that 
is easier to work on 


business computer /‘biznis kom 
\pjuita/ noun a powerful small computer 
which is programmed for special business 
tasks 


business package /'biznis ,pekid3/ 
noun same as business system 
business system /'biznis ,sistom/ 
noun a set of programs adapted for busi- 
ness use, comprising e.g. payroll, invoic- 
ing and customers file 

bus master /bas 'maista/ noun a de- 
vice that controls the bus whilst transmit- 
ting (NOTE: Bus master status can move 
between sending stations.) 

bus master adapter /,bas ,mai:sto ə 
'dæptə/ noun an adapter card that fits in a 
EISA or MCA expansion slot in a PC, and 
that can take control of the main bus and 
transfer data to the computer’s main mem- 
ory independently of the main processor O 
The bus master network adapter provides 
much faster data throughput than the old 
adapter. 


bus network /bas 'netws:k/ noun a 
network of computers where the machines 
are connected to a central bus unit which 
transmits the messages it receives 


bus slave /'bas sletv/ noun a data sink 
that receives data from a bus master 


bus structure /bas 'straktfo/ noun the 
way in which buses are organised, i.e. 
whether serial, parallel or bidirectional 


bus topology /,bas ta'pplod3i/ noun a 
network topology in which all devices are 
connected to a single cable which has ter- 
minators at each end O Ethernet is a net- 
work that uses the bus topology. 

bus unit /bas 'ju:nit/ noun (within a 
microprocessor) the place where instruc- 
tions flow between the main memory and 
the processor 


busy 





busy /'bizi/ adjective (of a signal) indi- 
cating that a device is not ready to receive 
data 

button /'bat(9)n/ noun 1. a switch on a 
mouse or joystick that carries out an action 
O Use the mouse to move the cursor to the 
icon and start the application by pressing 
the mouse button. 2. a square shape dis- 
played that will carry out a particular ac- 
tion if selected with a pointer or keyboard 
O There are two buttons at the bottom of 
the status window, select the left button to 
cancel the operation or the right to contin- 
ue. 

button bar /‘bat(a)n ba:/ noun a line of 
small buttons along the top of the screen, 
just below the menu bar, in many applica- 
tions such as Microsoft Word, Works and 
Excel. Each button on the bar contains an 
icon that helps describe its function and is 
equipped with bubble-help. 

BYAM abbr between you and me 

BYKT abbr but you know/knew that 
bypass /'bar,pa:s/ noun an alternative 
route around a component or device, usu- 
ally a faulty one, so that it is not used O 
There is an automatic bypass around any 
faulty equipment. 

byte /bait/ noun a group of usually eight 
bits or binary digits that a computer oper- 
ates on as a single unit 

byte address /'bait 9,dres/ plural noun 
the location of data bytes in memory 


bytecode /'bartkəud/ noun a form of 
Java instructions that can be executed in a 
Java Virtual Machine. When a program- 
mer develops a program written in Java, 
the Java compiler converts the instructions 
into a bytecode form that can then be run 
on any computer that supports the Virtual 
Machine software. ù Java, virtual ma- 
chine 

byte machine /bait mə'fi:n/ noun a 
variable word length computer 

byte manipulation /bart mo,nipju 
‘le1f(a)n/ noun the process of moving, ed- 
iting and changing the contents of a byte 
byte mode /'bart maud/ noun a way of 
transmitting data one byte at a time 
byte-orientated protocol /,bait 
orriontertid 'proutəkol/ noun a commu- 
nications protocol that transmits data as 
characters rather than as a bit-stream 
byte serial mode /,bait 'srəriəl 
smaud/ noun same as byte serial trans- 
mission 

byte serial transmission /,bait 
\Storial trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun the trans- 
mission of bytes of data sequentially, dur- 
ing which individual bits can be sent in a 
serial or parallel way 

bytes-per-inch /baitz po/ noun a 
measure of the data storage capacity of 
magnetic tape 

bytes per second /baits ps: 
'sekənd/ noun full form of Bps 


C 


C! symbol the hexadecimal number 
equivalent to decimal 12 

C? noun a high level programming lan- 
guage developed mainly for writing struc- 
tured systems programs (NOTE: The C lan- 
guage was originally developed for and 
with the UNIX operating system.) 

C++ / si: plas 'plas/ noun a high-level 
programming language based on its prede- 
cessor, C, but providing object-oriented 
programming functions 

CA abbr certificate authority 


CAAT abbr certificate authority adminis- 
tration tool 

cable /'kerb(ə)l/ noun a flexible con- 
ducting electrical or optical link O The ca- 
ble has the wrong connector for this print- 
er. 

cable connector /,kerb(ə)l ko'nekta/ 
noun a connector at either end of a cable 
cable matcher /'kerb(ə)| ,metso/ 
noun an impedance matching device that 
allows non-standard cable to be used with 
a particular device 

cable modem /,kerb(a)l_ 'məudem/ 
noun a device that links a computer to the 
Internet via an existing cable television 
line. This system provides high speed ac- 
cess to the Internet by sharing the coaxial 
cable that is used to distribute cable televi- 
sion signals. 

cable plant /‘kerb(a)I pla:nt/ noun all 
the cables, connectors and patch panels 
within a building or office 

cable tester /,kerb(9)l 'testa/ noun test 
equipment used to find breaks or faults or 
cracks in cabling 

cabling /'kerblıy/ noun cable as a mate- 
rial O Using high-quality cabling will al- 
low the user to achieve very high data 
transfer rates. 


‘It has won a £500,000 contract to supply a struc- 
tured voice and data cabling system to the bank and 
its stockbrocking subsidiary.’ [Computing] 


cabling diagram /'kerb(a)lin 
\darogrem/ noun a drawing showing 
where the main cable runs through an of- 
fice, and where the connection points to it 
are 


cache /kæf/ noun a section of memory 
used to store a temporary copy of selected 
data for faster access. Also called cache 
memory @ verb to file or store in a cache 
O This CPU caches instructions so im- 
proves performance by 15 percent. 


cache controller /kæf kon'troulo/ 
nouna set of logic circuits that determines 
when to store data in the high-speed cache 
memory, when to access data in the cache 
and when to access data stored in the slow- 
er storage device 
cache hit /'kæf hit/ noun data retrieved 
from cache memory rather than from the 
storage device 
cache memory /'kæf ,mem(o)ri/ noun 
same as cache 
CAD /kzed/ noun the use of a computer 
and graphics terminal to help a designer in 
his work O All our engineers design on 
CAD workstations. Full form computer- 
aided design, computer-assisted de- 
sign 
‘John Smith of CAD supplier CAD/CAM Limited 
has moved into sales with responsibilities for the 


North of England. He was previously a technical 
support specialist.’ [Computing] 


CAD/CAM noun interaction between 
computers used for designing and those 
for manufacturing a product 

caddy /'kædi/ noun» CD caddy 

CAE / si: e1 'ix/ noun the use of a compu- 
ter to help an engineer solve problems or 
calculate design or product specifications. 
Full form computer-aided engineering, 
computer-assisted engineering 

CAI /,si: et 'ar/ noun the use of a compu- 
ter to assist in teaching a subject. Full form 
computer-aided instruction, compu- 
ter-assisted instruction 


CAL 





CAL / si: et 'el/ noun the use of a compu- 
ter to assist pupils to learn a subject. Full 
form computer-aided learning, com- 
puter-assisted learning 

calculated field /‘kzlkju,lertid fi:lsd/ 
noun a field within a database record that 
contains the results of calculations per- 
formed on other fields 


Calculator /‘kelkju,letto/ a software 
utility that is supplied with Windows, 
works just like a normal calculator and is 
started by double-clicking on the Calcula- 
tor icon in the Accessories group 


calendar program /,keelinda 
‘prougrem/ noun a software diary utility 
that allows a user to enter and keep track of 
appointments 


calibrate /‘kelibreit/ verb to adjust a 
monitor or joystick so that it is responding 
correctly and accurately to the signals or 
movements 


calibration /,kzlo'bretf(a)n/ noun the 
process of comparing the signal from an 
input with a known scale to provide a 
standardised reading 


call /ko:]/ verb to transfer control from a 
main program to a separate program or 
routine 


call accepted signal /ko:1 ok'septid/, 
call accept signal /ko:1 ok'sept/ noun a 
signal sent by a device showing that it is 
willing to accept a caller’s data 
callback /‘ko:lbek/ noun a security sys- 
tem that is used to reduce the risk of any 
unauthorised user connecting to your com- 
puter if you have installed dial-in network- 
ing . With callback, you use your commu- 
nications software and modem to dial the 
remote computer and enter your name and 
password. The remote computer then 
hangs up the telephone line and calls you 
back on a preset telephone number. 

call back modem /'ko:l bæk 
smoudem/ noun a modem that, on an- 
swering a call, immediately hangs up and 
calls the user back to establish a connec- 
tion. It is used to provide better security 
than a normal dial-up modem. 

call control signal /'ko:l kon,traul 
,Stgn(a)l/ noun the signal necessary to es- 
tablish and end a call 

call discrimination /ko:1 di,skrimr1 
'nerf(ə)n/ noun a feature of a modem that 
allows it to check if an incoming telephone 
call is from a fax machine, another compu- 
ter with a modem or from a person 


call duration /ko:1 dju'rerf(a)n/ noun 
the length of time spent between starting 
and ending a call O Call duration depends 
on the complexity of the transaction. 
called party /ko:ld 'pa:ti/ noun the per- 
son or station to which a call is made 
caller /‘ko:la/ noun a person who tele- 
phones or requests a call 

call handler /ko:l 'hændlə/ noun » 
handler 

calling /‘ko:l1n/ noun a signal to request 
attention, sent from a terminal or device to 
the main computer 

calling sequence /,ko:11n 'si:kwons/ 
noun a series of program commands re- 
quired to direct execution to or back from 
a subroutine 

call instruction /ko:l im'strakfoan/ 
noun a programming instruction that di- 
rects control to a routine (NOTE: Before the 
call, the program counter contents are 
saved to show the return instruction 
where to return to in the main program, 
and control is passed back once the rou- 
tine has finished.) 

call logger /ko:1 'Inga/ noun a device 
which keeps a record of telephone calls 
call scheduling /'ko:l fedju:lim/ 
noun (in a fax server) the process of ar- 
ranging calls so that long-distance calls are 
made at off-peak times 

call up /,ko:1 'ap/ verb to ask for infor- 
mation from a backing store to be dis- 
played O All the customers addresses were 
called up. 

CAM /,si: e1 'em/ noun the use of a com- 
puter to control machinery or assist in a 
manufacturing process. Full form compu- 
ter-aided manufacture, computer-as- 
sisted manufacturing m abbr content 
addressable memory 

Cambridge ring /,kermbrid3 'ri/ 
noun a local area networking standard 
used for connecting several devices and 
computers together in a ring with simple 
cable links 

campus environment /,kemposs in 
'vaironmont/ noun a large area or loca- 
tion that has lots of users connected by 
several networks, such as a university or 
hospital 

campus network /,keempas 
‘netwstk/ noun a network that connects 
together the smaller local area networks in 
each department within a building or uni- 
versity site 


cardinal number 





cancel /'kznsol/ verb to stop a process 
or instruction before it has been fully exe- 
cuted 

cancelbot /‘kens(a)lbpt/ noun a com- 
puter program that cancels unwanted arti- 
cles sent to an Internet newsgroup by a 
particular user 

cancel character / kæns(ə)l 
'kærıktə/ noun a control code used to in- 
dicate that the last data transmitted was in- 
correct 

cancellation /,kznso'letf(a)n/ noun 
the action of stopping a process which has 
been started 

canonical schema /kə,npnıkl 
'skirmə/ noun a model of a database that 
is independent of hardware or software 
available 

capability list /,kerpa'biloti lıst/ noun 
a list of operations that can be carried out 
capacitance /kz'pesitons/ noun the 
ability of a component to store electrical 
charge 

capacitative /ko'pesitotiv/, capaciti- 
tive adjective that has capacitance 
capacitor /ka'pzsito/ noun an elec- 
tronic component that can store charge 
capacitor storage  /ko,pesito 
'stoirid3/ noun a device that uses the ca- 
pacitative properties of a material to store 
data 

capacity /ko'pesiti/ noun the amount 
of storage space available in a system or on 
a disk 

capitalisation /,kzprt(o)lat'ze1f(a)n/, 
capitalization noun function of a word- 
processor to convert a line or block of text 
into capitals 

capitals /‘kzepit(9)lz/, caps plural noun 
letters in their large form, A,B,C,D, etc., as 
opposed to lower-case letters, a,b,c,d, etc. 
O The word BASIC is always written in 
caps. 

caps lock /'kzps lok/ noun a key on a 
keyboard that allows all characters to be 
entered as capitals O The LED lights up 
when caps lock is pressed. 

capstan /'kzpston/ noun a spindle of a 
tape player or tape backup unit that keeps 
the tape pressed against the magnetic 
read/write head or pinch roller 

caption /'kæpfən/ noun a descriptive 
text that appears at the top of a window, in 
white text on a blue background 

caption generator l'kæpfən 
,dzenoreito/ noun a computer or elec- 


tronic device that allows a user to add titles 
or captions to a video sequence 

capture /'kæptfə/ verb 1. to take data 
into a computer system O The software al- 
lows captured images to be edited. 0 cap- 
ture a printer port to redirect data intend- 
ed for a local printer port over a network to 
a shared printer Oo capture a screen to 
store the image that is currently displayed 
on the screen in a file O In Windows, you 
can capture the current screen as a graph- 
ics image by pressing the PrintScreen key 
on the keyboard. 2. (in a Token-Ring net- 
work) to remove a token from the network 
in order to transmit data across the net- 
work 

carbon copy /,ka:bon 'kppi/ noun full 
form of cc 

carbon ribbon /,ka:bon 'ribon/ nouna 
thin plastic ribbon, coated with black ink, 
used in printers. Compare fibre ribbon 
card /ka:d/ noun a sheet of insulating 
material on which electronic components 
can be mounted 


‘A smart card carries an encryption chip, which cod- 
ifies your ID and password prior to their being trans- 
mitted across a network.’ [Computing] 


CardBus /'ka:dbas/ a high-speed, up to 
33MHz, version of the original PCMCIA 
PC Card standard that allows 32-bits of 
data to be transferred in one operation 
compared to the 16-bit capability of the 
original PC Card standard 

card cage /‘ka:d kerd3/ noun a metal 
supporting frame for circuit boards 

card chassis /ka:d 'fæsi/ noun same 
as card frame 

card edge connector /,ka:d ed3 ko 
'nektə/ noun a series of metal tracks end- 
ing at the edge and on the surface of a cir- 
cuit board, allowing it to be plugged into 
an edge connector to provide an electrical 
path for data transmission 

card extender /'ka:d ik,stenda/ noun 
a card containing only conducting tracks, 
inserted between a motherboard connector 
and an expansion board, allowing the ex- 
pansion board to be worked on and exam- 
ined easily, outside the card cage 

card frame /‘ka:d fretm/ noun a frame 
containing a motherboard into which 
printed circuit boards can be plugged to 
provide a flexible system 

cardinal number / ka:dın(ə)l 
'nambv/ noun a positive whole number O 
13, 19 and 27 are cardinal numbers, —2.3 
and 7.45 are not. 


























cardioid microphone 





cardioid microphone /,ka:disid 
'matkrofaun/ noun a highly sensitive mi- 
crophone that is used to pick up sound in a 
specific area, not used for general noise re- 
cording 

cardioid response /,ka:disid ri 
‘sppns/ noun the heart-shaped response 
curve of an antenna or microphone when a 
signal source is moved around it 

card reader /ka:d 'ri:da/ noun a device 
which reads data from the magnetic strip 
on the back of a identity or credit card 
caret /'kærət/ noun symbol “~ that is of- 
ten used to mean the Control key 

carpal tunnel syndrome /,ka:p(a)l 
'tan(a)l ,sindraum/ noun same as repet- 
itive strain injury 

carriage /‘kzr1d3/ noun the mechanical 
section of a printer that correctly feeds or 
moves the paper that is being printed 
carriage control /'kerid3 kon,troul/ 
noun a set of codes that control the move- 
ments of a printer carriage O Carriage 
control codes can be used to move the pa- 
per forward two lines between each line of 
text. 

carriage return /,kerid3 ri'ts:n/ noun 
a code or key to indicate the end of an in- 
put line and to move the cursor to the start 
of the next line. Abbr CR 

carriage return key /,kerid3 ri'ta:n 
ikis/ noun a key that moves a cursor or 
printhead to the beginning of the next line 
on screen or in printing 

carrier /'kæriə/ noun a continuous high- 
frequency waveform that can be modulat- 
ed by a signal 

carrier detect /,keria di'tekt/ noun a 
signal generated by a modem to inform the 
local computer that it has detected a carrier 
from a remote modem. Abbr CD 

carrier frequency / kæriə 
'friikwənsi/ noun the frequency of the 
carrier signal before it is modulated 
carrier sense multiple access-col- 
lision avoidance /,kerio sens 
maltip(e)! ,ækses ko'l13(a)n 9, vordons/ 
noun full form of CSMA-CA 

carrier sense multiple access-col- 
lision detection /kerio sens 
maltip(e)l jekses kə'lız(ə)jn dı 
tek f(a)n/ noun full form of CSMA-CD 
carrier signal /,kzria 'sıgn(ə)l/ noun a 
continuous high-frequency waveform that 
can be modulated by a signal O He’s not 
using a modem — there’s no carrier signal 
on the line. 


carrier signalling /'kæriə ,stgnoliy/ 
noun a simple form of data transmission in 
which a carrier signal is switched on and 
off according to binary data 

carrier system /,kzris 'ststom/ noun 
a method of transmitting several different 
signals on one channel by using different 
carrier frequencies 

carrier wave /'kerio weiv/ noun a 
waveform used as a carrier 

carry /'keri/ noun an extra digit due to 
an addition result being greater than the 
number base used O When 5 and 7 are 
added, there is an answer of 2 and a carry 
which is put in the next column, giving 12. 
carry bit /‘keri bit/ noun an indicator 
that a carry has occurred 

carry complete signal /,kzri kom 
‘plirt ,stgn(a)l/ noun a signal from an 
adder circuit indicating that all carry oper- 
ations have been completed 

carry flag /‘keri flag/ noun same as 
carry bit 

carry look ahead / kæri luk o'hed/ 
noun a high-speed adder that can predict if 
a carry will be generated by a sum and add 
it in, removing the delay found in an adder 
with ripple-through carry 

carry time /'kæri taım/ noun the period 
of time taken to transfer a carry digit to the 
next higher digit position 

cartesian coordinates /ka:,ti:zion 
kou'ordinats/ plural noun a positional 
system that uses two axes at right angles 
and represents a point within these axes by 
means of two numbers that give the point’s 
position on each axis. Compare axis, po- 
lar coordinates 

cartesian structure = /ka:,ti:zion 
'straktfa/ noun a data structure whose 
size is fixed and the elements are in a line- 
ar order 

cartridge /‘ka:tri1d3/ noun a removable 
cassette, containing a disk or tape or pro- 
gram or data, usually stored in ROM 
cartridge drive /‘ka:trid3 drarv/ noun 
a drive which uses a disk or tape in a car- 
tridge 

cartridge fonts /‘ka:trid3 fontz/ plu- 
ral noun fonts contained in a ROM car- 
tridge which can be plugged into a printer, 
providing a choice of new typefaces 
cartridge ribbon /,ka:trid3 'ribon/ 
noun a printer ribbon in a closed cartridge 
CAS /\si: e1 'es/ noun a standard devel- 
oped by Intel and DCA to allow communi- 
cation software to control a fax modems. 


catastrophic error 





Full form communicating applications 
specification 

cascade carry /kz,skerd 'kæri/ noun 
acarry generated in an adder from an input 
carry signal 

cascade connection /kz,skeid ko 
'nekf(a)n/ noun a number of devices or 
circuits arranged in series, the output of 
one driving the input of the next 
cascade control /kæ skerd kon'traul/ 
noun a set of several control units, each 
controlling the next 

cascaded star /kz'skeidd sta:/ noun 
a setup in which the nodes in a star topol- 
ogy network are connected to more than 
one hub to provide a backup in case of a 
problem 

cascading menu /kæ,skerdıņ 
'menju:/ noun a secondary menu that is 
displayed to the side of the main pull- 
down menu 

cascading style sheet /kz,skeidin 
'starl ,firt/ noun a method of describing 
the font, spacing and colour of text within 
a webpage and storing this information in 
a style sheet that can be applied to any text 
within the page. Abbr CSS 

cascading windows /kz,skerdin 
‘windouz/ plural noun (in a GUN multiple 
windows that are displayed overlapping so 
that only the title bar at the top of each 
window is showing 

case /keis/ noun 1. o upper case capital 
letters O He corrected the word ‘coMpu- 
ter’, replacing the upper case M with a 
lower case letter. 2. a programming com- 
mand that jumps to various points in a pro- 
gram depending on the result of a test 
case branch /'kers bra:ntf/ noun a 
branch to a part of a program that is de- 
pendent upon the result of a test 

case change /'kers tfemd3/ noun a 
key used to change from upper to lower 
case on a keyboard 

case sensitive /kers 'sensətıv/ adjec- 
tive referring to a command or operation 
that will only work when the characters are 
entered in a particular case O The pass- 
word is case sensitive. 

case sensitive search / kers 
sensətıv 's3itf/ noun a search function 
that succeeds only if both the search word 
and the case of the characters in the search 
word match 

cassette /ko'set/ noun a hard container 
used to store and protect magnetic tape 














cassette recorder /kə'set ri,ko:do/ 
noun a machine to transfer audio signals 
onto magnetic tape 


cassette tape /ko'set terp/ noun nar- 
row reel of magnetic tape housed in a solid 
case for protection (NOTE: Using cassette 
tape allows data to be stored for future 
retrieval. It is used instead of a disk sys- 
tem on small computers or as a slow, se- 
rial access, high-capacity back-up medi- 
um for large systems.) 

cast /ka:st/ noun 1. (in a programming 
language) an instruction that converts data 
from one type to another O To convert the 
variable from an integer to a character 
type, use the cast command. 2. (in a multi- 
media presentation or animation) each 
individual part of a multimedia presenta- 
tion or animation. The members of a cast 
can be individual images, sound clips or 
text. 


cast-based animation /,ka:st bers 
eni'metf(a)n/ noun a type of animation 
in which everything is an object and has its 
defined movement, colour and shape, and 
the actions of each object are controlled by 
a script 

cast member /ka:st 'membo/ noun a 
single object, e.g. text, an image or an ani- 
mated object, within a cast used in a pres- 
entation 


CAT /kzet/ noun 1. the use of a computer 
to demonstrate to and assist pupils in 
learning a skill. Full form computer-aid- 
ed training, computer-assisted train- 
ing 2. the use of a computer to test equip- 
ment or programs to find any faults. Full 
form computer-aided testing, compu- 
ter-assisted testing 


catalogue /'kæt(ə)log/ noun a list of 
contents or items in order O disk cata- 
logue, directory list of files stored on a 
magnetic disk O The entry in the disk cat- 
alogue is removed when the file is deleted. 
E verb to make a catalogue of items stored 
O All the terminals were catalogued, with 
their location, call sign and attribute ta- 
ble. 


catastrophe /ko'testrofi/ noun a seri- 
ous fault, error or breakdown of equip- 
ment, usually leading to serious damage 
and shutdown of a system 


catastrophic error /,keztostrpfik 
‘ero/ noun an error that causes a program 
to crash or files to be accidentally erased 
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catastrophic failure /kzetostrpfik 
'ferljə/ noun a complete system failure or 
crash 

Category 1 /,ketog(a)ri 'wan/ noun 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a 
standard that defines an older-style un- 
shielded twisted-pair cable, unsuitable for 
data transmission, that is formed by loose- 
ly twisting two insulated wires together to 
reduce noise and interference 

Category 2 /ketog(o)ri 'tu:/ noun 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a 
standard that defines a type of unshielded 
twisted-pair cable that can be used to 
transmit data at rates up to 4MHz 
Category 3 /,kztog(a)ri ‘Ori:/ noun 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a 
standard that defines a type of unshielded 
twisted-pair cable that can be used to 
transmit data at rates up to 1OMHz. This 
type of cable is the minimum standard of 
cable required for a 10BaseT network 
(NOTE: The standard suggests that the ca- 
ble should have three twists per foot of ca- 
ble.). 

Category 4 /,ketog(a)ri 'fo:/ noun 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a 
standard that defines a type of unshielded 
twisted-pair cable that is the minimum 
standard of cable required for data trans- 
mission rates up to 16Mbit/second on a 
Token Ring network 

Category 5 /,ketog(a)ri 'farv/ noun 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) a 
standard that defines a type of cable that 
can carry data transmitted at up to 
100MHz and is suitable for FDDI over 
copper wire, 100BaseT or other high- 
speed networks 

category wiring / kætəg(ə)ri 
'walorip/ noun one of five levels of stand- 
ards defined by the Electronics Industry 
Association/Telecommunications Industry 
Association (EIA/TIA) that defines the 
type of cable or wire used in a network 
catena /ka'titna/ noun 1. a chained list 
consisting of a number of items 2. a series 
of characters in a word 

catenate /‘ketoneit/ verb to join to- 
gether two or more sets of data 

cathode ray tube /,kx@oaud 'rei tjurb/ 
noun full form of CRT 


COMMENT: Cathode ray tubes are used in tra- 
ditional-style television sets, computer moni- 
tors and VDUs. A CRT consists of a vacuum 
tube, one end of which is flat and coated with 
phosphor, while the other end contains an 
electron beam source. Characters or graphics 


are visible when the controllable electron 
beam strikes the phosphor, causing it to glow. 


cathode ray tube storage /,kx0oud 
rer ,tjurb 'storr1d3/ noun a cathode ray 
tube with a long-persistence phosphor 
screen coating that retains an image for a 
long time 

CAV / si: e1 'vi:/ noun a CD-ROM that 
spins at a constant speed. The size of each 
data frame on the disc varies so as to main- 
tain a regular data throughput of one frame 
per second. Full form constant angular 
velocity 

CB abbr call back 

CBI /*/ abbr computer-based instruction 
CBL / si: bi: 'el/ noun education or learn- 
ing using special programs running on a 
computer. Full form computer-based 
learning 

CBMS / si: bi: em 'es/ noun the use of a 
computer system to allow users to send 
and receive messages from other users, 
usually in-house. Full form computer- 
based message system. ù BBS 

CBT / si: bi: 'ti:/ noun the use of a com- 
puter system to train students. Full form 
computer-based training 

cc /,si: 'si:/ noun a feature of electronic 
mail software that allows you to send a 
copy of a message to another user (see) 
Full form carbon copy 

CCA abbrcardholder certificate authority 
CCD abbr charge-coupled device 

CCD memory /si: si: di: 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun capacitors used with MOS transis- 
tors to store data, allowing either serial or 
random access 

CCIR 601 / si: si: ar a: ‚sīks ou 'wan/ 
noun a recommended standard for defin- 
ing digital video 

CCITT / si: si: ar ti: 'ti:/ noun an interna- 
tional committee that defines communica- 
tions protocols and standards. Full form 
Comité Consultatif International Télé- 
phonique et Télégraphique 

CCP / si: si: 'pi:/ noun software which 
interfaces between a user’s terminal and 
system BIOS. Full form command con- 
sole processor 

CD! /si:'di:/ noun a system instruction in 
MS-DOS and UNIX that moves you 
around a directory structure O Type in CD 
DOCS to move into the DOCS subdirecto- 
ry. Also called CHDIR. Full form change 
directory 

CD? /si:'di:s/ abbr compact disc 
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CD32 /\si: di: ,Os:ti 'tu:/ noun a unit 
with a processor and CD-ROM drive de- 
veloped by Commodore that uses its Ami- 
ga computer 

CD-audio /\si: ,di: ‘o:diav/ noun a 
standard that defines how music can be 
stored in digital form, i.e. as a series of 
numbers, on a compact disc 

CD-bridge /,si: ‘di: brid3/ noun an ex- 
tension to the CD-ROM XA standard that 
allows extra data to be added so that the 
disc can be read on a CD-i player 

CD caddy /\si: 'di: ,kadi/ noun a flat 
plastic container that is used to hold a 
compact disc 

CD-DA abbr compact disc digital audio 
(NOTE: also called Red Book audio) 
CD-E / si: 'di: i:/ noun a format that al- 
lows data to be saved to and erased from a 
compact disc 

CD+G /,si: di: plas 'd3i:/, CD+Graph- 
ics /,si: di: plas 'greefiks/ noun CD for- 
mat that adds a text track to an audio disc 
— used to store song title information 
CD-i /,si: di: 'at/ noun hardware and soft- 
ware standards that combine sound, data, 
video and text onto a compact disc and al- 
low a user to interact with the software 
stored on a CD-ROM. The standard de- 
fines encoding, compression and display 
functions. 

CD-I /,si: ‘di: at/ noun set of enhance- 
ments to the normal CD-ROM standard, 
developed by Philips, and aimed for home 
use. The system uses its own special hard- 
ware console with speakers, joystick and a 
connection to a television screen to display 
the images. The special feature of CD-I is 
that it allows you to interact with what you 
see on the television screen and choose op- 
tions or respond to questions or a game. 
CD-i digital audio /si: di: ar 
,did3it(a)l 'o:diau/ noun a format that en- 
ables a CD-i disc to record audio in digital 
format in one of four ways, either mono or 
stereo and at two different sample rates 
CD-i digital imaging /\si: di: ar 
did3it(a)l_ 'ımıd3ıy/ plural noun the 
compression method used to store images 
and video frames on a CD-i disc 

CD-i sector /\si: di: 'at ,sektə/ noun a 
unit of storage on a CD-i disc that can store 
2352 bytes 

CD Player / si: ‘di: ,plera/ noun a utility 
supplied with Windows that allows a user 
to play back audio CDs in the PC’s CD- 
ROM drive 


CD quality /,si: 'di: ,|kwoliti/ adjective 
able to provide recording quality similar to 
a compact disc. The term normally refers 
to equipment that can store 16-bit samples 
at a sample rate of over 44,000 samples per 
second. O A sound card in a computer 
might have several modes of operation: 
low-quality for general use that does not 
use up too much memory and CD quality 
recording mode for final recordings. 
CD-R / si: di: 'a:/ noun technology that 
allows a user to write data to and read from 
a CD-R disc O A CD-R disc can be played 
in any standard CD-ROM drive but needs 
a special CD-R drive to write data to the 
disc. Full form recordable CD 

C: drive /'si: drarv/ noun the main hard 
disk drive, denoted by the letter C in many 
operating systems, including DOS, Win- 
dows and OS/2. ù floppy disk, hard disk 


COMMENT: Normally, a PC has two or three 
disk drives within its casing. The convention is 
to provide one floppy disk, called ‘A:’ and one 
hard disk called ‘C:’. If you have a second 
floppy disk, this is called ‘B: and a CD-ROM 
drive is normally ‘D:’. When talking about the 
different disk drives, you say ‘Drive A’ for the 
floppy drive, but normally write ‘A:’. If you are 
using DOS, when your PC starts up it will nor- 
mally show what's called the C-prompt (which 
looks like ‘C:\ your screen); this means you 
are currently looking at the hard disk. If you 
want to change to drive A to read data from a 
floppy disk, enter ’A:’ and press return. 


CD-ROM /si: di: 'rom/ noun a small 
plastic disc that is used as a high capacity 
ROM storage device that can store 6550Mb 
of data; data is stored in binary form as 
holes etched on the surface which are then 
read by a laser 


“Customers” images will be captured, digitised, and 
stored on optical disk or CD-ROM, and produced if 
queries arise about responsibility for ATM transac- 
tions.” [Computing] 


CD-ROM drive / si: 'di: rom/ noun a 
mechanical device that spins a compact 
disc and reads data stored on the surface of 
the disc using a tiny laser beam 
CD-ROM Extended Architecture 
/six_,dir rom 1k,stendid ‘arkitektfa/ 
noun an extended CD-ROM format that 
defines how audio, images and data are 
stored on a CD-ROM disc. Abbr CD- 
ROM/XA 

CD-ROM Extensions /\si: ‘di: rom/ 
plural noun the software required to allow 
an operating system to access a CD-ROM 
drive 

CD-ROM mode 1 /,si: ‘di: rom maud/ 
noun the standard, original method of stor- 
ing data in the High Sierra file format 


CD-ROM mode 2 





CD-ROM mode 2 /\si: ‘di: rom maud/ 
noun the higher-capacity storage format 
that stores data in the space used in mode 
1 for error correction (NOTE: Neither 
mode 1 nor mode 2 can play audio and 
simultaneously read data, hence the XA 
extension.) 

CD-ROM player /,si: ‘di: rom/ noun a 
disc drive that allows a computer to read 
data stored on a CD-ROM; the player uses 
a laser beam to read etched patterns on the 
surface of the CD-ROM that represent data 
bits 

CD-ROM Re-Writable /,si: 'di: rom 
rer/ noun a disc technology that can read a 
standard CD-ROM, write to a CD-R or 
write data many times to the same CD-R 
CD-ROM/XA abbr CD-ROM Extended 
Architecture 

CDRTOS /si: di: a: ti: aU 'es/ noun an 
operating system used to run a CD-i hard- 
ware platform 

CD-RW / si: di: a: 'dab(a)lju:/ noun a 
compact disc that can have its contents 
erased and something else recorded onto it 
many times 

CDTV / si: di: ti: 'vi:/ noun a CD-ROM 
standard developed by Commodore that 
combines audio, graphics and text. This 
standard is mainly intended as an interac- 
tive system for home use, with the player 
connected to a television and also able to 
play music CDs. 

CD-V / si: ‘di: vi:/ noun a format, now no 
longer used, for storing 5 minutes of video 
data on a 3-inch disc in analog form 
CD-video /,si: di: 'vidiau/ noun a com- 
pact disc used to store and play back video 
images 

CD-WO /,si: ,dab(oa)l ju: 'au/ noun a 
CD-ROM disc and drive technology that 
allows a user to write data to the disc once 
only. It is useful for storing archived docu- 
ments or for testing a CD-ROM before it is 
duplicated. 

cel /sel/ nouna single frame in an anima- 
tion sequence 

cell /sel/ noun 1. a single function or 
number in a spreadsheet program 2. a sin- 
gle memory location, capable of storing a 
data word, accessed by an individual ad- 
dress 3. (in a transmission system such 
as ATM) a fixed-length packet of data, e.g. 
a cell in the ATM system contains 53 

cell address /sel ə'dres/ noun (in a 
spreadsheet) a code that identifies the po- 
sition of a cell by row and column. The 


rows are normally numbered and the col- 
umns use the letters of the alphabet. 
cellar /'selə/ noun a temporary storage 
for data or registers or tasks, in which 
items are added and retrieved from the 
same end of the list in a LIFO order 

cell definition /sel ,defa'n1f(9)n/ noun 
(in a spreadsheet) a formula that is con- 
tained in a cell 

cell format /sel 'fo:met/ noun (in a 
spreadsheet) the way in which the result 
or data in a cell is displayed O The cell for- 
mat is right-aligned and emboldened. 
Cello /'tfelau/ noun a web browser ap- 
plication. ù browser 

cell protection /sel pra'tekJan/ noun 
a function that prevents the contents of a 
particular cell or range of cells from being 
changed 

cell reference variable  /,sel 
ref(ə)rəns 'veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a register 
that contains the reference locating a cer- 
tain cell that is being operated on 

cell relay /sel 'ri:,let/ noun a way of 
transmitting packets of information over a 
broadband network, such as Broadband 
ISDN. The ATM system, e.g., transfers 
data by moving cells of data between 
nodes in a wide area network. 

cellular phone /,seljulo 'faun/ noun 
same as mobile phone 

central computer /,sentral kəm 
'‘pju:to/ noun same as host computer 
centralised computer network 
/,sentra,laizd kom'pju:to/, centralized 
computer network noun a network with 
processing power provided by a central 
computer 

centralised data processing 
/,sentra,laizd 'deita/, centralized data 
processing noun data processing facili- 
ties located in a centralised place that can 
be accessed by other users 

central memory /,sentral 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun full form of CM 

central processing element 
/,sentral 'prausesin ,elimont/ noun a 
short, i.e. 2, 4 or 8 bit, word length module 
that can be used to produce large word 
CPU’s using bit slice techniques. Abbr 
CPE 

central processing unit, central 
processor noun full form of CPU 
central terminal /,sentroal 'ts:min(o)I/ 
noun a terminal which controls communi- 
cations between a central or host computer 
and remote terminals 
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centre /'sento/ verb 1. to align the 
read/write head correctly on a magnetic 
disk or tape 2. to place a piece of text in the 
centre of the paper or display screen O 
Which key do you press to centre the head- 
ing? 
centre channel /sento 'tfæn(ə)l/ 
noun (in a multichannel sound system) 
the audio channel that carries sound infor- 
mation that will be played back by a loud- 
speaker placed in the centre of a room, in 
front of the listener 
centre operator /sento 'ppərertə/ 
noun a person who looks after central 
computer operations 
centre text / sentə 'tekst/ noun an op- 
tion in a word-processing or DTP package 
that changes the formatting of a line of text 
so that is in the centre of the page or frame 
Centronics interface /sen'troniks 
Intofers/ noun a parallel printer interface 
devised by Centronics Inc 
Centronics port /sen'troniks ,po:t/ 
noun a standard that defines the way in 
which a parallel printer port on a PC oper- 
ates 
CERN /ss:n/ noun the research laborato- 
ry in Switzerland where the world wide 
web was originally invented. Full form 
Conseil Européen pour la Recherche 
Nucléaire 
CERT /ss:t/ abbr computer emergency 
response team 
certificate /so'tifikot/ noun a unique 
set of numbers that identifies a person or 
company and is used to prove the person’s 
identity 
COMMENT: A certificate is normally used to 
provide security over the Internet for secure e- 
mail or secure website transactions. A trusted 
company, such as VeriSign (www.veri- 
sign.com) or Thawte (www.thawte.com) is- 
sues the certificate once it is satisfied that the 
person or company is legitimate, authentic 
and who they claim to be. The company can 
now use this certificate to prove its identity, 


create secure messages or setup a secure 
website to accept payments online. 


certificate authority /sa'tiftkat o: 
,Opriti/ noun an independent server or 
company on the Internet that supplies or 
validates a special digital certificate to 
prove that another company is genuine 
(NOTE: The certificate authority issues a 
special encrypted number that complies 
with the X.509 standard and is encrypted 
with a public-key encryption system.) 

certificate database /sə'tıfıkət 
,deitabers/ noun a database in which all 


the certificates issued and used by a certif- 
icate authority are stored 

certificate of approval /sa,trftkat əv 
a'prurv(a)l/ noun a document showing 
that an item has been approved officially 


certificate walker /so'trftkat ,wo:ko/ 
nouna software program that reads digital 
certificates and displays their contents 
CGI /,si: d3i: 'at/ noun a standard that de- 
fines how a webpage can call programs or 
scripts stored on an Internet server to carry 
out functions and exchange information 
with the program, e.g., to provide a search 
function. Full form common gateway 
interface. ù Perl 

CGM / si: d3i: 'em/ noun a device-inde- 
pendent file format that provides one 
method of storing an image as objects. Full 
form computer graphics metafile 
chain /t fern/ noun 1. a series of files or 
data items linked sequentially 2. a series of 
instructions to be executed sequentially W 
verb to link files or data items in series by 
storing a pointer to the next file or item at 
each entry O More than 1,000 articles or 
chapters can be chained together when 
printing. ù catena 

chain code /'t fern koud/ noun a series 
of words, each word being derived from 
the previous word, usually by being shift- 
ed one bit 

chained file /,t fend 'fail/ noun a file 
in which an entry will contain data and an 
address to the next entry that has the same 
data content . It allows rapid retrieval of all 
identical data records. 

chained list /'t fernd lıst/ noun a list in 
which each element contains data and an 
address to the next element in the list 
chained record /t fernd 'reks:d/ noun 
a data record in a chained file 

chaining /'tfernıy/ noun the execution 
of a very large program by executing small 
segments of it at a time. This allows pro- 
grams larger than memory capacity to be 
run. 

chaining search /'t ferry ss:tf/ noun 
a search of a file of elements arranged in a 
chained list 

chain list /'t fern l1st/ noun a list of data 
with each piece of information providing 
an address for the next consecutive item in 
the list 

chain printer /tfem 'printo/ noun a 
printer whose characters are located on a 
continuous belt 
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change directory /'tfemnd3z dar 
irekt(9)ri/ noun full form of CD, CHDIR 
change dump /'tfemnd3 damp/ noun a 
printout of all the locations whose contents 
have been changed during a program run 
change file /‘tfernd3 farl/ noun a file 
containing records that are to be used to 
update a master file 

change over /,tfemnd3 'əuvə/ verb to 
switch from one computer system to an- 
other 

changer /'tfemd3a/ noun a device 
which changes one thing for another 
change record /t feind3 'reko:d/ noun 
a record containing new data which is to 
be used to update a master record 
change tape /,tfemnd3 'terp/ noun a 
magnetic tape containing recent changes 
or transactions to records which is used to 
update a master file 

channel /'tfæn(ə)l/ noun a physical 
connection between two points that allows 
data to be transmitted, e.g. a link between 
a CPU and a peripheral W verb to send sig- 
nals or data via a particular path 
channel adapter /'tfæn(ə)l ə,dæptə/ 
noun an interfacing device allowing dif- 
ferent channels to be interconnected 
channel bank /'t fæn(ə)l benk/ noun a 
collection of a number of channels, and 
circuits to switch between them 

channel capacity /'tfæn(ə) kə 
\pesiti/ noun the maximum rate for data 
transmission over a channel 

channel command /'tfæn(ə)l ko 
smarnd/ noun an instruction to a channel 
or control unit, providing control informa- 
tion such as data selection or routes 
channel isolation /,tfen(o)l ,arsə 
'lerf(ə)n/ noun the separation of channels 
measured as the amount of crosstalk be- 
tween two channels (NOTE: Low crosstalk 
is due to good channel isolation.) 
channelling /'tfznaltn/ noun a protec- 
tive pipe containing cables or wires 
channel map /'tfan(a)l mzep/ noun (in 
the Windows MIDI Mapper utility) a list 
that shows if a MIDI channel is being redi- 
rected to another channel 

channel overload /'tfen(o)l 
,aU0voalaud/ noun the transmission of data 
at a rate greater than the channel capacity 
channel queue /'tfæn(ə)l kju:/ noun 
1. a queue of requests to use a channel 2. a 
queue of data that has yet to be sent over a 
channel 


channel synchroniser /'tfæn(ə)l 
sinkranaizo/, channel synchronizer 
noun an interface between a central com- 
puter and peripherals, providing a channel, 
channel command interpretation and sta- 
tus signals from the peripherals 
channel-to-channel connection 
/tfen(a)l tə tfæn@)l kə'nekf(ə)n/ 
noun a direct link between the main I/O 
channels of two computers, allowing high 
speed data transfer 

chapter /'tfæptə/ noun a section of a 
main program that can be executed in its 
own right, without the rest of the main pro- 
gram being required 

char /t fa:/ noun (in programming) a data 
type which defines a variable as containing 
data that represents a character using the 
ASCII code 

character /'kærıktə/ noun a graphical 
symbol which appears as a printed or dis- 
played mark such as one of the letters of 
the alphabet, a number or a punctuation 
mark 

character assembly /‘kerikto ə 
ssembli/ noun a method of designing 
characters with pixels on a computer 
screen 

character-based /‘kzrikta ,beist/ ad- 
jective referring to a screen design that is 
drawn using ASCII characters rather than 
graphical windows 

character blink /'kærrktə blink/ noun 
a character whose intensity is switched on 
and off as an indicator 

character block /'kærrktə blok/ noun 
the pattern of dots that will make up a 
character on a screen or printer 
character byte /'kærıktə bart/ noun a 
byte of data containing the character code 
and any error check bits 

character check /‘kerrktoa tfek/ noun 
a check to ensure that a character code pro- 
tocol and format are correct 

character code /‘kerikta kaud/ noun 
a system where each character is repre- 
sented by a unique number O The ASCII 
code is the most frequently used character 
coding system. 

character density /‘ker1kta ,densiti/ 
noun the number of characters that can be 
stored or displayed per unit area 
character display /‘kerikta d1,sple1/ 
noun a device that displays data in alpha- 
numeric form 

character fill /'kærıktə f1l/ noun the 
writing of one character to every location 
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within an area of memory, a process used 
for clearing and resetting the memory 
character generator /‘kerikto 
,dzenoreita/ noun a ROM that provides 
the display circuits with a pattern of dots 
which represent the character block O The 
ROM used as a character generator can be 
changed to provide different fonts. 
character interleaving /,kertkto 
nta'lirvin/ noun a form of time division 
multiplexing for asynchronous protocols 
characteristic /,kerikto'ristik/ noun 
1. the value of exponent in a floating point 
number O The floating point number 1.345 
x 10°, has a characteristic of 3. 2. a meas- 
urement or property of a component 
characteristic overflow 
/ keertktoristik 'suvaflau/ noun an ex- 
ponent value of a floating point number 
that is greater than the maximum allowa- 
ble 

character key /'kertkto ki:/ noun 
same as alphanumeric key 

character machine /‘kerikta mo 
fizn/ noun a computer in which the 
number of bits which make up a word is 
variable, and varies according to the type 
of data 

Character Map /'kærıkto mzp/ noun 
a utility that is provided with Windows to 
allow you access the full range of 256 
characters that make up every font rather 
than the limited range that you can access 
from the keyboard 

character matrix /‘kertkto ,meitriks/ 
noun the pattern of dots that makes up a 
displayed character 

character mode /'kerikto məud/ 
noun (of a display adapter) a mode that 
can only display the characters defined in 
the built-in character set 
character-orientated /'keerikto 
orrionteitid/ adjective referring to a 
computer that addresses character loca- 
tions rather than words 

character printer /‘kerikto ,prmto/ 
noun a device, e.g. a daisy wheel printer, 
that prints characters one at a time 
character recognition /,kertkto 
rekog'n1f(a)n/ noun a system that opti- 
cally reads written or printed characters 
into a computer, using various algorithms 
to ensure that characters are correctly rec- 
ognised 

character repertoire /,kzrikto ,repo 
'twa;/ noun a list of all the characters that 
can be displayed or printed 


character representation /,kzrikto 
\reprizen'te1f(a)n/ noun the combination 
of bits used for each character code 
character rounding /'kærıktə 
\raundin/ noun the process of making a 
displayed character more pleasant to look 
at, within the limits of pixel size, by mak- 
ing sharp corners and edges smooth 
character set /‘kzrikto set/ noun a list 
of all the characters that can be displayed 
or printed 

characters per inch /,kzrtktoz ps:r 
‘int J/ plural noun the number of printed 
characters that fit within the space of one 
inch O You can select 10 or 12 cpi with the 
green button. Abbr cpi 

characters per second /,kertktoz 
po 'sekond/ noun the number of charac- 
ters that are transmitted or printed per sec- 
ond 

character string /‘kertkto  strin/ 
noun same as alphanumeric string 


‘This explains a multitude of the database’s prob- 
lems — three-letter months are treated like character 
strings instead of as dates.’ [Computing] 


character stuffing /‘kerikto ,stafm/ 
noun the addition of blank characters to a 
file to increase its length to a preset size 
charge /tfa:d3/ noun 1. a quantity of 
electricity 2. the number of, excess of or 
lack of electrons in a material or compo- 
nent mM verb to supply a device with an 
electric charge 

charge-coupled device /tfa:d3 
ikap(o)ld di'vais/ noun an electronic de- 
vice operated by charge. Abbr CCD 
charge-coupled device memory 
/tfa:d3 ,kap(a)ld di'vats/ noun a set of 
capacitors used, with MOS transistors, to 
store data, allowing serial and random ac- 
cess 

chart /tfa:t/ noun a diagram showing in- 
formation as a series of lines or blocks 
chassis /'Jzsi/ noun a metal frame that 
houses the circuit boards together with the 
wiring and sockets required in a computer 
system or other equipment. ù rack 

chat /t fæt/ verb to send and receive mes- 
sages, in real time, with other users on the 
Internet 

chat group /'tfæt gru:p/ noun a group 
of people, often with a common interest, 
who exchange messages online 

chat room /'tfæt ru:m/ noun an area of 
a website where visitors can exchange 
messages with other visitors in real time. 
Special software displays the name of the 
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visitor as he or she types in a message to 
all the other visitors, allowing them to 
‘talk’ to each other. 

CHCP / si: art si: 'pi:/ noun (in MS- 
DOS and OS/2 operating systems) a sys- 
tem command that selects which code 
page to use 

CHDIR /,si: art f di: ar 'a:/ abbr change 
directory. » CD 

cheapernet /'tJizponet/ noun same as 
thin-Ethernet (informal) 

check bit /‘tfek bit/ noun one bit of a 
binary word that is used to provide a parity 
check 

check box /'tfek boks/ noun a small 
box displayed with a cross inside it if the 
option has been selected, or empty if the 
option is not selected O Select the option 
by moving the cursor to the check box and 
pressing the mouse button. 

check character /t fek 'kærrktə/ noun 
an additional character inserted into trans- 
mitted data to serve as an error detection 
check, its value being dependent on the 
text 

check digit /t fek 'did31t/ noun an addi- 
tional digit inserted into transmitted text to 
monitor and correct errors 
checkerboarding /'tfeko,bo:din/ 
noun (on a virtual page) a form of memo- 
ry organisation that results in only odd 
pages, spread-out pages or segments of 
memory being filled, leaving unusable 
gaps in between and wasting memory 
check indicator /tfek 'tmd1,kerto/ 
noun a hardware or software device that 
shows that received text is not correct and 
a check has failed 

checking program /t fek 
'prougræm/ noun software that finds er- 
rors in program or data syntax, format and 
coding 

check key /'tfek ki:/ noun a series of 
characters derived from a text used to 
check for and correct errors 

check mark /'t fek ma:k/ noun an indi- 
cator in a check box that shows if the 
check box has been selected; often a cross 
or tick 

check number /tfek 'nambə/ noun 
same as check digit 

check point /'tfek pornt/ noun a point 
in a program where data and program sta- 
tus can be recorded or displayed 

check point dump /tfek pomt 
'damp/ noun a printout of data and pro- 
gram status at a check point 


check register /t fek 'red31sto/ noun a 
temporary storage for received data before 
it is checked against the same data re- 
ceived via another path or method 


checksum /t fek 'təvt(ə)l/, check total 
noun a program that checks that data re- 
trieved from memory is correct, summing 
it and comparing the sum with a stored 
value O The data must be corrupted if the 
checksum is different. 


child process, child program noun a 
routine or program called by another pro- 
gram which remains active while the sec- 
ond program runs 


child window /tfarld 'windau/ noun a 
window within a main window. The small- 
er window cannot be moved outside the 
boundary of the main window and is 
closed when the main window is closed. 


chip /tftp/ noun a device consisting of a 
small piece of a crystal of a semiconductor 
onto which are etched or manufactured a 
number of components such as transistors, 
resistors and capacitors, which together 
perform a function 


chip architecture /tfıp 'a:kı,tektfə/ 
noun the design and layout of components 
on a chip 


chip card /tfıp 'ka:d/ noun a plastic 
card with a memory and microprocessor 
device embedded in it, so that it can be 
used for electronic funds transfer or iden- 
tification of a user 


chip count /,tJrp 'kaunt/ noun number 
of chips on a PCB or in a device 
“Where the display is provided by an LCD system, 
high levels of performance must be achieved with 
the lowest cost, smallest chip count and lowest pow- 
er consumption.’ [Computing] 
chip select /,t {1p s1'lekt/ noun a single 
line on a chip that will enable it to function 
when a signal is present. Abbr CS (NOTE: 
ICs often do not function, even when 
power is applied, until a CS signal is pro- 
vided.) 
chip select line /,tftp sr'lekt larn/ 
noun a connection to a chip that will ena- 
ble it to function when a signal is present 
O The data strobe line is connected to the 
latch chip select line. 
chip set /,t {tp 'set/ noun a set of chips 
that together will carry out a function 
CHKDSK /'tfekdisk/ noun (in MS- 
DOS) a system command that runs a check 
on the status of a disk drive and installed 
RAM 
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choiceboard /'tforsbo:d/ noun a pro- 
gram used on the Internet that allows con- 
sumers and online companies to commu- 
nicate in real time 
choke /t fauk/ noun» inductor 
Chooser /'tfu:zo/ an operating system 
utility supplied with the Apple Macintosh 
that allows a user to select the type of 
printer, network and other peripherals that 
are connected 
chop /tSop/» binary search 
chord keying /'ko:d ki:19/ noun the ac- 
tion of pressing two or more keys at the 
same time to perform a function 
COMMENT: As an example, to access a second 
window, you may need to press control and 
F2; pressing shift and character delete keys at 
the same time will delete a line of text. 
chroma /'krəumə/ noun a measure of 
colour hue and saturation. Also called 
chrominance 
chroma key /'krauma ki:/ noun (in vid- 
eo) a special effect in which an object is 
photographed against a normally blue 
background, which is then replaced with 
another image to give the impression that 
the object appears against the image. To 
give the appearance of flying, e.g., record 
a video sequence of a person against a blue 
background, then electronically replace 
this blue colour, the chroma key with foot- 
age of sky. ù colour key 
chrominance /'krəumınons/ noun 
same as chroma 
chrominance signal /'krəumınəns 
Sīgn(ə)l/ noun the section of a colour 
monitor signal containing colour hue and 
saturation information 
chunk /tfank/ noun a basic part of a 
RIFF file that consists of an identifier 
(chunk ID) and data 
CIDR /,si: at di: 'a:/ noun a system of or- 
ganising IP addresses that is more compact 
and efficient than the older system, adding 
a slash and a new IP Prefix number that 
represents a number of individual address- 
es. For example, the old system used an IP 
address such as ‘194.124.0.0’ whereas 
CIDR would replace this with 
*194.124.0.0/12’. The IP Prefix number 12 
represents 4,096 unique addresses, and the 
lower the number the more addresses are 
represented. 
CIE /,si: ar 'i:/ noun the international 
group that defines colour and illumination 
standards. Full form Commission Inter- 
national de I’Eclairage 


CIF /,si: ar 'ef/ abbr common intermedi- 
ate format 

CIF videophone /si: ar ef 
'‘vidioufoun/ noun an ISDN standard for 
video image transmission over a telephone 
link which displays colour images at a res- 
olution of 352x288 pixels. This standard 
uses two ISDN B channels. 

CIM /,si: ar 'em/ noun 1. the coordinated 
use of microfilm for computer data storage 
and the method of reading the data. Full 
form computer input microfilm 2. the 
coordinated use of computers in every as- 
pect of design and manufacturing. Full 
form computer-integrated manufac- 
turing 

cine-oriented /‘sini ,o:rientid/ adjec- 
tive (in a film or video clip) referring to an 
image that is oriented parallel to the out- 
side edge of the medium 

cipher /'sarfa/ noun a system that trans- 
forms a message into an unreadable form 
with a secret key O Always use a secure ci- 
pher when sending data over a telephone 
line. (NOTE: The message can be read 
normally after it has passed through the 
cipher a second time to decrypt it.) 
cipher key /'sarfə ki:/ noun a secret se- 
quence of characters used with a cipher 
system to provide a unique ciphertext 
cipher system /'sarfo ,ststom/ noun a 
formula used to transform text into a secret 
form 

ciphertext /'sarfatekst/ noun data out- 
put from a cipher. Opposite plaintext 
CIR /,si: at 'a:/ noun a CPU register that 
stores the instruction that is currently be- 
ing executed. Full form current instruc- 
tion register 

circuit /'ss:k1t/ noun a connection be- 
tween the electronic components that per- 
form a function 

circuit analyser /'ssikıt ,ænəlarzə/ 
noun a device that measures voltage or 
current or impedance or signal in a circuit 
circuit board /'s3:kit bo:d/ noun an in- 
sulating board used to hold components 
which are then connected together electri- 
cally to form a circuit 


‘The biggest shock was to open up the PC and find 
the motherboard smothered in patch wires (usually a 
sign that a design fault in the printed circuit board 
was rectified at the last minute).’ [Computing] 


circuit breaker /'sa:kit ,brerko/ noun 
a device which protects equipment by cut- 
ting off the electrical supply when condi- 
tions are abnormal 


circuit capacity 





circuit capacity /'ssikıt ko,pesiti/ 
noun the information-carrying capacity of 
a particular circuit 

circuit card /'sa:kit ka:d/ noun same 
as circuit board 

circuit design /‘ss:kit di,zamn/ noun 
the layout of components and interconnec- 
tions in a circuit 

circuit diagram /'ss:kit ,datogrem/ 
noun a graphical description of a circuit O 
The CAD program will plot the circuit di- 
agram rapidly. 

circuit switching /‘ssa:kit ,switJim/ 
noun a method of describing a type of 
communication system in which a path 
from sender to receiver is created when re- 
quired rather than using a permanent, fixed 
line. The normal telephone system is an 
example of a circuit switching network. 
circular buffer /,\ss:kjulo 'bafa/ noun 
a computer-based queue that uses two 
markers, for top and bottom of the line of 
stored items. The markers move as items 
are read from or written to the stack. 
circular file /'ss:kjulə farl/ noun a data 
file that has no visible beginning or end, 
each item points to the location of the next 
item with the last pointing back to the first 
circularity /,sa:kju'leriti/ noun a fault 
that makes reasoning illogical, because the 
arguments that are supposed to lead to a 
conclusion are only valid if the conclusion 
itself is true 

circular list /'ss:kjulə list/ noun a list 
in which each element contains data and 
an address to the next element in the list 
with the last item pointing back to the first 
circular reference /,ssikjulə 
'ref(9)rans/ noun (in a spreadsheet) an 
error condition that occurs when two equa- 
tions in two cells reference each other 
circular shift /‘ss:kjulo frft/ noun the 
rotation of bits in a word with the previous 
last bit inserted in the first bit position 
circulate /'ss:kju,lert/ verb to go round 
in a circle, and return to the first point 
circulating register /,sa:kjulertm 
'red3isto/ noun a shift register whose out- 
put is fed back into its input to form a 
closed loop 

circulating storage /,s3:kjulertm 
‘storrid3/ noun a storage device that 
maintains stored data as a series of pulses 
that move along the length of the medium, 
being regenerated and re-input when they 
reach the end 


CIS /,si: ar 'es/ noun a scanner in which 
the detectors, a flat bar of light-sensitive 
diodes, touch the original, without any 
lens that might distort the image. Full form 
contact image sensor 

CISC /,si: ar es 'sit/ noun a type of CPU 
design whose instruction set contains a 
number of long, complex instructions that 
make program writing easier, but reduce 
execution speed. Full form complex in- 
struction set computer. Compare RISC 
CIT abbr computer-integrated telephony 
CIX abbr commercial Internet exchange 
cladding /'klædr9/ noun protective ma- 
terial surrounding a conducting core O If 
the cladding is chipped, the fibre-optic ca- 
ble will not function well. 

claim frame /‘klerm frerm/ noun (in an 
FDDI protocol network) a special frame 
that is used to determine which station will 
initialise the network 

clamper /'klæmpə/ noun a circuit which 
limits the level of a signal from a scanning 
head or other input device to a maximum 
before this is converted to a digital value. 
Clampers are used to cut out noise and 
spikes. 

clapper /'klæpə/ noun the mechanical 
part of a dot matrix printer that drives the 
printing needles onto the ribbon to print a 
character on the paper 

class /kla:s/ noun (in programming lan- 
guage) a definition of what a particular 
software routine will do or what sort of 
data a variable can hold 

Class 1 /,kla:s 'wan/, Class 2 /,kla:s 
'tu:/ noun a set of standards that define 
how a to control a fax modem using soft- 
ware, using extensions to the Hayes AT 
command set used for data modems. Class 
2 expects the modem to carry out more 
work in managing fax communications. 
Class 1 units can often be upgraded 
through software. 

class interval /kla:s 'intov(9)l/ noun 
the range of values that can be contained in 
a class 

clean /kli:n/ adjective containing no er- 
rors O I’ll have to start again — I just 
erased the only clean copy. 

clean copy /kli:n 'kopi/ noun a copy 
which is ready for keyboarding and does 
not have many changes to it 

clean machine /kli:n mo'fi:n/ noun a 
computer that contains only the minimum 
of ROM-based code to boot its system 
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from disk, any languages required must be 
loaded separately 

clean page /'kli:n petd3/ noun a page 
of memory that has not been changed 
since it was read 

clean room /'klizn ru:m/ noun an area 
where hard disks, wafers and chips are 
manufactured. The air inside a clean room 
has been filtered to ensure that no dust or 
particles are present that could damage a 
chip. 

clear /kl1a/ verb 1. to wipe out or erase or 
set to zero a computer file or variable or 
section of memory O Type CLS to clear the 
screen. 2. to release a communications 
link when transmissions have finished 
clearance /‘klrarans/ noun authority to 
access a file O You do not have the re- 
quired clearance for this processor. 
Clearing House Interbank Pay- 
ment System = /klioriy haus 
ntabenk 'permonts ,sistam/ noun an 
electronic system for international dollar 
payments and currency exchanges 

clear to send /,klia ta 'send/ noun full 
form of CTS 

click /klik/ noun the act of pressing a 
mouse button or a key on a keyboard O You 
move through text and graphics with a 
click of the button. ™@ verb to press and re- 
lease a key or a button on a keyboard or the 
mouse O Use the mouse to enlarge a frame 
by clicking inside its border. 

click rate /'klık rert/ noun a figure rep- 
resenting the number of times that a partic- 
ular site in an Internet advertisement is vis- 
ited, and calculated as a percentage of the 
number of times that the advertisement is 
viewed 

clicks-and-mortar /,kliks on 'mo:to/ 
noun referring to businesses that use both 
the Internet and physical shops to sell their 
products. Compare bricks-and-mortar 
clickstream /‘klikstri:m/ noun a record 
of how often and for what purpose a user 
clicks on something with the mouse while 
navigating the Internet 


‘...the only way of achieving it would be to monitor 
the clickstreams of every single UK user of the net.” 
[The Guardian] 


click through /'klık Oru:/ noun the act 
of clicking on a banner advertisement and 
jumping to the advertiser’s website 

click through rate /'klık Oru: ,rert/ 
noun full form of CTR 

client /‘klaront/ noun (in a network) a 
workstation or PC or terminal connected 


to a network that can send instructions to a 
server and display results 

client application /klaront ,epli 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun an application that can ac- 
cept linked or embedded objects from a 
server application or an application that is 
used in a client-server system 

client area /‘klaront ,esria/ noun (in a 
GU) an area inside a window that can be 
used to display graphics or text 
client-server architecture /,klaront 
s3iva 'arkitektfa/ noun a distribution of 
processing power in which a central server 
computer carries out the main tasks in re- 
sponse to instructions from terminals or 
workstations, the results being sent back 
across the network to be displayed on the 
terminal that sent the instruction. The cli- 
ent, i.e. the terminal or workstation, does 
not need to be able to directly access the 
data stored on the server. nor does it need 
to carry out a lot of processing. 
client-server network  /,klaront 
's31və ynetw3rk/ noun a method of organ- 
ising a network in which one central dedi- 
cated computer, the server, looks after 
tasks such as security, user accounts, print- 
ing and file sharing, while clients, the ter- 
minals or workstations connected to the 
server, run standard applications 
client-side /'klarənt sard/ adjective re- 
ferring to data or a program that runs on 
the client’s computer rather than on the 
server, e.g. a JavaScript program runs on 
the user’s web browser and is a client side 
application 

clip /klıp/ verb to select an area of an im- 
age that is smaller than the original 
clip-art /klıp a:t/ noun a set of pre- 
drawn images or drawings that a user can 
incorporate into a presentation or graphic 
O We have used some clip-art to enhance 
our presentation. 

clipboard /'klıp,bo:d/ noun a tempo- 
rary storage area for data O Copy the text 
to the clipboard, then paste it back into a 
new document. 

Clipper chip /'klıpə t f1p/ noun an elec- 
tronic component, e.g. an integrated cir- 
cuit, or chip, that was designed in accord- 
ance with the instructions of the US Gov- 
ernment to provide a data encryption 
feature for computers, Internet traffic, tel- 
ephones, and television programmes. In 
the original scheme the US Government 
held the master key to the chip and so 
could decrypt and read any encrypted mes- 
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sages. This angered many groups con- 
cerned with freedom of speech and the US 
Government has since redesigned the orig- 
inal scheme and suggested an alternative. 
clock /klok/ noun a circuit that generates 
pulses used to synchronise equipment W 
verb to synchronise signals or circuits with 
a clock pulse 
clock cycle /klpk 'sark(9)l/ noun the 
period of time between two consecutive 
clock pulses 
clock doubler /'klok ,dab(9)la/ noun a 
component that doubles the speed of the 
main system clock O The new CPU from 
Intel has an optional clock doubler that 
will double performance. 
clocked signals /klokd 'sıgn(ə)lz/ 
plural noun signals that are synchronised 
with a clock pulse 
clock frequency /klok '‘fri:kwansi/ 
noun the frequency of the main clock that 
synchronises a computer system O The 
main clock frequency is 1OMHz. 
clock pulse /'klok pals/ noun a regular 
pulse used for timing or synchronising 
purposes 
clock rate /'klok rert/ noun the number 
of pulses that a clock generates every sec- 
ond 
clock speed /'klok spi:d/ noun same as 
clock rate 
clock track /'klok trek/ noun a line of 
marks on a disk or tape, which provides 
data about the read head location 
clone /klaun/ noun a computer or circuit 
that behaves in the same way as the origi- 
nal it was copied from O They have copied 
our new personal computer and brought 
out a cheaper clone. 
‘On the desktop, the IBM/Motorola/Apple triumvi- 
rate is planning to energise a worldwide clone indus- 
try based on the PowerPC chip.’ [Computing] 
close /klauz/ verb to shut down access to 
a file or disk drive 
CLOSE /klauz/ noun (in a programming 
language) a command that means the pro- 
gram has finished accessing a particular 
file or device 
closed bus system /,klouzd ‘bas 
,sistom/ noun a computer with no expan- 
sion bus, which makes it very difficult for 
a user to upgrade 
closed captioning /,klauzd 
'keepfonin/ noun a system that transfers 
text information with a video signal, so 
that the text data can be decoded and dis- 


played at the bottom of the television 
screen 

closed loop /,klouzd 'lu:p/ noun a 
computer control operation in which data 
is fed back from the output of the control- 
led device to the controlling loop 

closed routine /klouzd ru:'titn/ noun 
one section of code at a location, that is 
used by all calls to the routine 

closed subroutine /klouzd 'sabru: 
,timn/ noun same as closed routine 
closed user group /,klouzd ,ju:zo 
‘gru:p/ noun full form of CUG 

close file /‘klaus fatl/ noun to execute a 
computer instruction to shut down access 
to a stored file 

close menu option /,klouz 'menju: 
\Dps(a)n/ noun a menu option, normally 
under the File menu, that will shut the doc- 
ument that is currently open, but will not 
exit the application. If you have not saved 
the document, the application will warn 
you before it closes the document and give 
you the chance to save any changes. 
cloud /klaud/ noun a part of a computer 
network, which data passes through, that is 
either unknown or behaves unpredictably 
CLS / si: el 'es/ noun (in MS-DOS) a sys- 
tem command to clear the screen, leaving 
the system prompt and cursor at the top, 
left-hand corner of the screen 

cluster /‘klasta/ noun 1. one or more 
sectors on a hard disk that are used to store 
a file or part of a file 2. a number of termi- 
nals, stations, devices or memory loca- 
tions, grouped together in one place and 
controlled by a cluster controller 

cluster controller /‘klasto kon 
itraulo/ noun a central computer that con- 
trols communications to a cluster of devic- 
es or memory locations 

clustering /‘klastort/ noun a series of 
elements, occurring in a sequential line 
within a hash table 


“,..these include IBM networking and clustering 
hardware and software’ [Personal Computer World] 


CLUT /si: el ju: 'ti:/ noun a table of 
numbers used in Windows and graphics 
programs to store the range of colours 
used in an image. Full form colour look- 
up table. ù palette 

CLV /\si: el 'vi:/ noun a disk technology 
in which the disk spins at different speeds 
according to the track that is being ac- 
cessed. Full form constant linear veloc- 
ity 
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CM /\si: 'em/ noun an area of memory 
whose locations can be directly and imme- 
diately addressed by the CPU. Full form 
central memory 

CMI abbr computer-managed instruction 
CMIP / si: em at 'pi:/ noun a protocol of- 
ficially adopted by the ISO that is used to 
carry network management information 
across a network. Full form common 
management information protocol 
CMIP over TCP, CMIS over TCP full 
form of CMOT 

CMIS /,si: em ar 'es/ noun a powerful 
network management system. Full form 
common management information 
specification 

CML abbr computer-managed learning 
CMOS / si: em 9u 'pi:/ noun an integrat- 
ed circuit design and construction method 
that uses a pair of complementary p- and 
n-type transistors. Full form complemen- 
tary metal oxide semiconductor 


‘Similarly, customers who do not rush to acquire 
CMOS companion processors for their mainframes 
will be rewarded with lower prices when they finally 
do migrate.’ [Computergram] 

COMMENT: The CMOS package uses very low 
power but is relatively slow and sensitive to 
static electricity as compared to TTL integrat- 
ed circuits. Its main use is in portable comput- 
ers where battery power is being used. 


CMOT /si: em au 'ti:/ noun the use of 
CMIP and CMIS network management 
protocols to manage gateways in a TCP/IP 
network. Full form CMIP over TCP, 
CMIS over TCP 

CMYK / si: em wat 'ke1/ noun (in graph- 
ics or DTP) a method of describing a col- 
our by its four component colours. Full 
form cyan-magenta-yellow-black 
CNC /,si: en 'si:/ noun automatic opera- 
tion of a machine by computer. Full form 
computer numeric control. ù numeri- 
cal control 

coalesce /,kaua'les/ verb to merge two 
or more files 

co-axial cable /kouks/, coax noun a 
cable made up of a central core, surround- 
ed by an insulating layer then a second 
shielding conductor. Compare twisted- 
pair cable (NOTE: Co-axial cable is used 
for high frequency, low loss applications 
including thin Ethernet network cabling 
and Arcnet network cabling.) 

COBOL /'kəubvl/ noun a programming 
language mainly used in business applica- 
tions. Full form common ordinary busi- 
ness-oriented language 


cobweb site /'kobweb sart/ noun a 
website that has not been updated for a 
long time 

code /kaud/ noun a sequence of compu- 
ter instructions ll verb to write a program 
in a programming language 

code area /kaud 'eəriə/ noun a section 
of main memory in which program in- 
structions are stored 

code bit /‘kaud bit/ noun the smallest 
signalling element used by the physical 
layer of an OSI model network for trans- 
mission 

CODEC /'kaudek/ noun a device which 
encodes a signal being sent or decodes a 
signal received. Full form coder/decoder 
code conversion /ksud kon'v3:f(a)n/ 
noun rules used to change characters cod- 
ed in one form to another 

code element /koud 'elimoant/ noun a 
voltage or signal used to represent binary 
digits 

code group /'koud gru:p/ noun a spe- 
cial sequence of five code bits that repre- 
sent an FDDI symbol 

code line /'kəud latn/ noun one written 
or displayed computer program instruc- 
tion 

code page /'ksud perd3/ noun (in MS- 
DOS) a table that defines the characters 
that are produced from each key O In order 
to enter Swedish characters from an Eng- 
lish keyboard, you have to change the sys- 
tem code page. 

coder /'kəudə/ noun a device which en- 
codes a signal 

coder/decoder /,ksudo_ di:'kaudo/ 
noun full form of CODEC 

code segment /koud 'segmant/ noun 
(in an IBM-compatible PC) an area of 
memory assigned to hold the instructions 
that form a program 

coding /‘kaudin/ noun the act of putting 
a code on something 

coding form /‘kpodin fo:m/ noun same 
as coding sheet 

coding sheet /‘kpdin fi:t/ noun a spe- 
cial printed sheet used by programmers to 
write instructions for coding a certain type 
of program 

coincidence circuit /‘elimont/, coin- 
cidence element noun same as coinci- 
dence gate 

coincidence function /kou 
'insid(a)ns ,fankfon/ noun same as AND 
function 
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coincidence gate /ksu'msid(s)ns 
geit/, coincidence circuit, coincidence 
element noun a gate that produces a logi- 
cal output depending on various input co- 
incidences. An AND gate requires the co- 
incidence in time of all logically true in- 
puts. ) AND 

coincidence operation = /kau 
‘msid(a)ns ,pporeif(a)n/ noun same as 
AND operation 

COL abbr computer-oriented language 
cold boot /,kould 'bu:t/ noun the act of 
switching on a computer, or the act of re- 
starting a computer by switching it off and 
then on again. Compare warm boot 
cold fault /‘kauld fo:lt/ noun a compu- 
ter fault or error that occurs as soon as it is 
switched on 

cold standby /kauld 'stzendbat/ noun 
a backup system that will allow the equip- 
ment to continue running but with the loss 
of any volatile data. Compare hot stand- 
by, warm standby 

cold start /kould 'sta:t/ noun the act of 
switching on a computer or to run a pro- 
gram from its original start point 
collating sequence = /ko'lertin 
\siszkwons/ noun a sequence of characters 
ordered according to their codes 
collator /ka'letta/ noun 1. a piece of 
software that collates data 2. a device that 
collates punched cards 

collect /ka'lekt/ verb to receive or cap- 
ture data 

collect transfer /ko,lekt treens'fs:/ 
verb to load a register with bits from a 
number of different locations 

collision /ka'l13(9)n/ noun an event that 
occurs when two electrical signals meet 
and interfere with each other over a net- 
work, normally causing an error 
collision detection /ka'liz(9)n dı 
,tekf(a)n/ noun the detecting and report- 
ing of the coincidence of two actions or 
events 

co-location /kau lau'ke1f(9)n/ noun an 
arrangement whereby a computer used as 
an Internet server is located at a specialist 
site that is designed to support and main- 
tain servers on behalf of their customers 


COMMENT: If you want to set up a website, you 
might start by renting web space from your 
ISP or web hosting provider. If your website 
grows in popularity or requires complex or se- 
cure e-commerce facilities, you might find it 
effective to rent or purchase a server compu- 
ter dedicated to serving your website — you 
could locate this server computer anywhere, 


for example, in your office, but you would 
need to install a high-speed link to the Internet 
and maintain the computer and its software. A 
more cost-effective solution is co-location: 
moving the server to a specialist site, often 
provided by an ISP, who takes on the job of 
supporting the high-speed link and the com- 
puter. 
colour balance /'kalo ,belans/ noun 
the adjustment of the red, green and blue 
primary colours to produce a pure white 
colour. When a colour monitor is config- 
ured, a colour sensor is placed on the 
screen and the red, green and blue electron 
gun settings are adjusted to produce a pure 
white colour. 


colour bits /‘kalo bits/ plural noun the 
number of data bits assigned to a pixel to 
describe its colour. One bit provides two 
colours, two bits give four colours and 
eight bits allow 256 colour combinations. 


colour cell /'kalə sel/ noun the smallest 
area on a CRT screen that can display col- 
our information 


colour cycling /‘kalo ,satklm/ noun a 
process that changes the colours in a pal- 
ette over a period of time, normally used to 
create a special effect or animation 


colour depth /'kalə dep6/ noun the 
number of different colours that can be 
displayed by any single pixel in a display, 
which is determined by the number of col- 
our bits in each pixel 


colour display /,kalo di'splet/ noun a 
display device able to represent characters 
or graphics in colour 

colour key /'kalo ki:/ noun an image 
manipulation technique used to superim- 
pose one image on another. It is often used 
with two video sources to create special ef- 
fects. One image is photographed against a 
coloured background, the matte, when 
then has another image superimposed on it 
to produce a combined picture. ù chroma 
key 

colour look-up table /,kalo ‘luk ap 
,terb(9)I/ noun full form of CLUT 
colour monitor /,kalo 'mpnita/ nouna 
screen that has a demodulator that shows 
information in colour O The colour moni- 
tor is great for games. 

colour palette /,kals 'pælət/ noun the 
selection of colours that are currently be- 
ing used in an image 

colour printer /,kalo 'printa/ noun a 
printer that can produce hard copy in col- 
our 
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colour saturation /kalo ,sætfə 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun the purity of a colour sig- 
nal 

colour separation /kalo sepa 
'rerf(o)n/ noun the process of separating a 
colour image into its constituent colours in 
order to produce printing plates for colour 
printing. Full colour printing needs four- 
colour separation to produce four printing 
plates for the cyan, magenta, yellow and 
black inks that together create a colour im- 
age. 

colour standard /'kalo ,stændəd/ 
noun one of three international standards, 
NTSC, PAL and SECAM, used to describe 
how colour TV and video images are dis- 
played and transmitted 

colour temperature I'kalo 
,tempritfa/ noun the hue or shade of the 
colour white seen if pure carbon is heated 
to a particular temperature measured in 
Kelvin. The standard for many TV and 
video systems is a colour temperature of 
6500K, known as Illuminant D65. 
colour tool /‘kala tu:l/ noun a utility or 
icon in a graphics or DTP application that 
allows the user to create custom colours by 
specifying the CMYK or RGB values and 
then draw or fill an area with this colour 
column /'kplom/ noun a series of char- 
acters, numbers or lines of text printed one 
under the other O to add up a column of 
figures 

columnar graph /ks,lamno 'gra:f/ 
noun a graph on which values are shown 
as vertical or horizontal bars 

columnar working /kə,lamnə 
'wsikıg/ noun a method of working that 
shows information in columns 

column balance /'koləm ,bæləns/ 
noun (in a word-processor or DTP sys- 
tem) a method of making sure that the 
ends of two columns of text are level 
column guide /'koləm gard/ noun (in 
a DTP application) a vertical line that in- 
dicates the position and width of a column 
column indicator /'koləm ,indikeito/ 
noun (in word-processing software) the 
status bar at the bottom of the screen that 
displays in which column the cursor is po- 
sitioned 

column parity /,kvlom 'pærıti/ noun a 
parity check on every punched card or tape 
column 

column report /‘kplom r1,po:t/ noun a 
method of viewing data in columns, in 


which each column is one field of a record 
and each row a separate record 

com /kom/ suffix a suffix that means that 
the Internet domain name is a company, 
usually one based in the USA O www.am- 
azon.com is the website address of the US 
version of the Amazon Internet bookshop. 
COM / si: au 'em/ noun 1. a standard de- 
fined by Microsoft to standardise the way 
an application can access an object. Full 
form component object model (NOTE: 
This is a rival standard to CORBA.) 2. the 
process of recording the output from a 
computer directly onto microfilm. Full 
form computer output on microfilm 
COM1 /,kom 'wan/ noun a name used in 
PCs to represent the first serial port on the 
computer. There are normally two serial 
ports, COM1 and COM2, in a PC, al- 
though it can support four. Some PCs have 
a mouse plugged into the first serial port 
and the modem plugged into the second 
port. p AUX. Also called COM port, COM 
device 

COMAL /'kəubæl/ noun a structured 
programming language similar to BASIC. 
Full form common algorithmic lan- 
guage 

comb filter /kaum 'filta/ noun an elec- 
tronic device used to separate the luma, Y, 
and chroma, C, signals from a composite 
video signal. ù S-Video, Y/C 
combinational circuit 
/,kombinerfon(9)l 's3:kit/ noun an elec- 
tronic circuit consisting of a number of 
connected components 

combinational logic 
/,kombinerfon(a)l 'Ind3rk/ noun a logic 
function made up from a number of sepa- 
rate logic gates 

combined head /kom'baind hed/ 
noun a transducer that can read or write 
data from the surface of a magnetic storage 
medium such as a floppy disk 
combined station /kom,bamd 
'sterf(a)n/ noun a high-level data link 
control station that processes commands 
and responses 

combined symbol matching /kəm 
,barnd 'sımbəl ,mezet f19/ noun full form 
of CSM 

combi player /'kombi ,pleta/ noun a 
hardware drive that can read two or more 
different CD-ROM formats 

combo box /'kombəu boks/ noun a 
box that displays a number of different in- 
put and output objects 
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COM device /'kom di,vats/ noun same 
as COM1 


COM file /'kom farl/ noun (in operating 
systems for the PC) a file with the three- 
letter extension .com to its name that indi- 
cates that the file contains a machine code 
in binary format and so can be executed by 
the operating system. 

comic-strip oriented /,komik strip 
‘girientid/ adjective referring to a film 
image that is oriented at right angles to the 
outer edge of the film. Compare cine-ori- 
ented 


Comité Consultatif Internationale 
de Télégraphie et Téléphonie noun 
full form of CCITT 


comma /'kpm2/ noun a symbol (,) that is 
often used to separate data or variables or 
arguments 


comma-delimited file /,komo di: 
ilimitd 'farl/ noun data file in which each 
data item is separated by a comma O All 
databases can import and export to a com- 
ma-delimited file format. 


command /ka'maind/ noun 1. an elec- 
trical pulse or signal that will start or stop 
a process 2. a word or phrase which is rec- 
ognised by a computer system and starts or 
terminates an action O interrupt command 


command chain /ko'ma:nd tfern/ 
noun list of commands (in a file) executed 
sequentially by a batch mode system 


command code /ksa'ma:nd koaud/ 
noun a binary code that starts or stops an 
instruction or action in a CPU 


COMMAND.COM /ksa'ma:nd kom/ 
noun (in MS-DOS) a program file that 
contains the command interpreter for the 
operating system. This program is always 
resident in memory and recognises and 
translates system commands into actions. 
O MS-DOS will not work because you de- 
leted the COMMAND.COM file by mis- 
take. 


command console processor /kə 
‘maind ,konsoul ,prausesa/ noun full 
form of CCP 


command control language /kə 
maind kon'troul ,langwid3/ noun a 
programming language that allows equip- 
ment to be easily controlled 
command-driven program /kə 
marind ,driv(a)n 'praugrem/ noun a 
program which requires the user to enter 
instructions at every stage 


command file /kə'ma:nd farl/ noun a 
sequence of frequently used commands 
stored in a file 

command file processor /ka'ma:nd 
fail ,prousesə/ noun a device that exe- 
cutes a user’s command file, allowing the 
user to create a customised simple operat- 
ing environment or to carry out a series of 
frequently used commands 

command interface /kə'ma:nd 
\Intofers/ noun the cue and prompts used 
by a program to inform and accept from 
user-required inputs. This can be user- 
friendly, like a WIMP environment, or not 
so friendly, like a question mark. 
command interpreter /kə'ma:nd mn 
,tsrprito/ noun a program within an oper- 
ating system that recognises a set of sys- 
tem commands and controls the processor, 
screen and storage devices accordingly O 
When you type in the command ‘DIR’, the 
command interpreter asks the disk drive 


for a list of files and instructs the monitor 


to display the list. 

command key /kə'ma:nd ki:/ noun 
(on an Apple Macintosh) a special key 
that gives access to various special func- 
tions, similar in effect to the Control key 
on an IBM PC 

command language /ka'ma:nd 
langwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage made up of procedures for various 
tasks, that can be called up by a series of 
commands 

command line /ka'maind larn/ noun 
1. a program line that contains a command 
instruction 2. a command prompt and sys- 
tem command 


‘This gives Unix a friendly face instead of the terri- 
fyingly complex command-line prompts that make 
most users reach for their manuals.’ [Computing] 


command line argument /ka,ma:nd 
lain 'a:gjumont/ noun additional items 
entered following a command O Use the 
command ‘DIR’ to view the files on disk, 
add the command line argument ‘A:’ to 
view the files on drive A:. 

command line interface /ks,ma:nd 
lain 'Intofers/ noun a user interface in 
which the user controls the operating sys- 
tem or program by typing in commands; 
e.g., DOS is a command line interface 
command line operating system 
/ko,maind lain 'ppoereitin ,sistam/ noun 
a computer system software that is con- 
trolled by a user typing in commands, as in 
MS-DOS, rather than allowing a user to 
control the system through images 
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command message /ko'ma:nd 
»mesid3/ noun (in MCh a character or 
symbol that represents an MCI command 
command mode /ka'ma:nd maud/ 
noun the operating mode of a modem in 
which the user or communications soft- 
ware can send instructions to the modem 
that it will then try and execute. The stand- 
ard method of switching a modem to com- 
mand mode is to type or send it the three 
characters ‘+++’. The modem will reply 
with an ‘OK’ message and is ready to exe- 
cute configuration or other commands. 
command prompt /kə'ma:nd 
prpmpt/ noun a symbol displayed by the 
operating system to indicate that a com- 
mand is expected 

command register /kə'ma:nd 
red3rstə/ noun a register that stores the 
instruction that is to be carried out or that 
is being processed 

command state /ko'maind stert/ 
noun the state of a modem in which it is 
ready to accept commands 

command string /ko'maind strin/ 
noun (in MCh a character string that con- 
tains all the information to carry out an 
MCI command. The string ends with a null 
character and is split by MCI into the com- 
mand message and data structure. 
command window /kə'ma:nd 
,windou/ noun an area of the screen that 
always displays the range of commands 
available O The command window is a sin- 
gle line at the bottom of the screen. 
command window history /kə 
smarnd ,windou 'hist(9)ri/ noun a list of 
previous commands entered in the com- 
mand window O The user can define the 
size of the command window. 

comment /'koment/ noun a helpful 
note in a program to guide the user O The 
lack of comments is annoying. 

comment field /‘koment fi:ld/ noun a 
section of a command line in an assembly 
language program that is not executed, but 
provides notes and comments 

comment out /‘kpment aut/ noun a 
method of temporarily disabling a com- 
mand by enclosing it in a comment field 
commerce /'koms:s/ » e-commerce 
commerce server /‘komsa:s_,s3:vo/ 
noun web software that supports the main 
functions of an online shop including man- 
aging the shopping cart and dealing with 
the credit card payment processing 


commercial Internet exchange /kə 
imsrf(a)l 'Intonet 1ks,tfernd3/ noun a 
connection point for commercial Internet 
service providers 

Commission International de 
lEclairage full form of CIE 

common algorithmic language 
/,komon ,zelgoridmik 'lengwid3/ noun 
full form of COMAL 

common business orientated lan- 
guage /kpomon biznis ,o:riontertid 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage mainly used in business applica- 
tions. Abbr COBOL 

common carrier /,komon_ 'kæriə/ 
noun a private company that supplies data 
and voice communications services for a 
fee to anybody 

common channel signalling 
/ komon 'tfæn(ə)l ,stgn(a)liy/ noun the 
use of one channel as a communications 
link to a number of devices or circuits 
common gateway interface 
/komon 'gertwer ,mntofeis/ noun full 
form of CGI 

common hardware / komon 
'ha:dweə/ noun hardware items that can 
be used for a variety of tasks 

common intermediate format 
/komon ,intomi:dist 'formzt/ noun a 
standard for video images that displays an 
image 352 pixels wide and 288 pixels 
high. Abbr CIF 

common language /,kpmon 
‘len gwid3/ noun a set of data or program 
instructions in a standardised form that can 
be understood by other processors or com- 
pilers/interpreters 

common management informa- 
tion protocol /,komon ,mænıdzmənt 
Infa'merf(9)n ,prautakol/ noun full 
form of CMIP 

common management informa- 
tion specification / komen 
smenid3zmont Info'meif(a)n 
\spesifike1f(a)n/ full form of CMIS 
common object request broker ar- 
chitecture /,komon 9b,d3ekt r1,kwest 
ibrauko 'arkitektfa/ noun a standard de- 
fined by the Object Management Group to 
standardise the way an application can ac- 
cess an object. Abbr CORBA. Compare 
COM 

common ordinary business-ori- 
ented language /,komon ,9:d(a)n(a)ri 
biznis ,o:rientid 'langwid3/ noun full 
form of COBOL 
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common real-time applications 
language /,komon ,riol tam ,epli 
'kerf(a)nz ,lengwid3/ noun full form of 
CORAL 

common software /,komon 
'spftweə/ noun useful routines that can be 
used by any program 

common storage area /komon 
'stoirid3 ,eəriə/ noun a memory or stor- 
age area used by more than one program O 
The file server memory is mainly common 
storage area, with a section reserved for 
the operating system. 

communicating applications 
specification /ko,mjurntkeitin 
eplikerf(a)n spə'sıfık/ noun full form 
of CAS 

communicating word processor 
/ko,mju:nikeitiy 'w3:d ,prausesa/ noun 
a word processor workstation which is 
able to transmit and receive data 
communications buffer /ko,mju:nt 
'kerf(a)nz ,bafa/ noun a terminal or mo- 
dem that is able to store transmitted data 
communications channel /kə 
mjumi'kerf(a)ynz_ ,tfan(o)l/ noun a 
physical link over which data can be trans- 
mitted 

communications computer /kə 
mjumi'kerf(9)nz kom,pju:ta/ noun a 
computer used to control data transmis- 
sion in a network 

communications control unit /ko 
mjumikerf(9)nz_  kon'trovl  ,jurnit/ 
noun an electronic device that controls 
data transmission and routes in a network 
communications executive /ko 
»mjurni'kerf(a)nz 1g,zekjutiv/ noun the 
main set of programs that ensure that pro- 
tocol, format and device and line handlers 
are correct for the type of device or line in 
use 

communications interface adapt- 
er /ka,mjuinikerf(a)nz 'ıntəfers ə 
,deepta/ noun an electronic circuit that al- 
lows a computer to communicate with a 
modem 

communications link /kə,mju:nı 
'ke1f(a)nz link/ noun the physical path 
that joins a transmitter to a receiver 
communications link control /ko 
myjumikerf(9)nz link kan'traul/ noun a 
processor that provides various handshak- 
ing and error detection functions for a 
number of links between devices 
communications network /ko 
mjumi'kerf(9)nz ,netwa:k/ noun a 


group of devices such as terminals and 
printers that are interconnected with a cen- 
tral computer, allowing the rapid and sim- 
ple transfer of data 

communications network proces- 
sor /ka,mjuinitkerf(a)nz ,netwsik 
'proəusesə/ noun a processor that provides 
various types of interfacing and manage- 
ment, e.g. buffering or code conversion, 
between a computer and communications 
link control 

communications package /kə 
mjumi'kerf(o)nz ,pekid3/ noun a 
package of software that allows a user to 
control a modem and use an online service 
communications port /ko,mju:nt 
'ketf(9)nz po:t/ noun a socket or physical 
connection allowing a device to communi- 
cate 

communications protocol /kə 
mjurni'kerf(a)nz_ ,proutəukpol/ noun 
the parameters that define how the transfer 
of information will be controlled O The 
communications protocol for most dial-up 
online services is eight-bit words, no stop 
bit and even parity. 

communications scanner /ko 
imjurni'kerf(a)nz ,skænə/ noun a piece 
of line-monitoring equipment that checks 
for data request signals 
communications server /ko,mju:nt 
'kerf(ə)nz ,s31və/ noun a computer with 
a modem or fax card attached that allows 
users on a network to share the use of the 
modem 

communications software /kə 
mjumi'kerf(9)nz ,softweə/ noun soft- 
ware that allows a user to control a modem 
and use an online service 

community /ka'mjurniti/ noun same 
as virtual community 

comp /kpmp/ noun a type of newsgroup 
that provides discussion about computers 
and computer programming 

compact code /'kompækt kaud/ noun 
the minimum number of program instruc- 
tions required for a task 

compact disc /,kompekt 'disk/ noun 
a small plastic disc that contains audio sig- 
nals in digital form etched onto the sur- 
face. Abbr CD 

compact disc-digital audio 
/kompekt disk ,did3it(a)l 'ordiau/ 
noun a standard that defines how music 
can be stored in digital form, i.e. as a series 
of numbers, on a compact disc. Abbr CD- 
DA. Also called CD-audio 
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compact disc erasable /,kompzkt 
disk r'rerzab(a)l/ noun a format that al- 
lows data to be saved to and erased from a 
compact disc. Abbr CD-E 

compact disc-interactive 
/kompeekt disk ,intor'ektrv/ noun full 
form of CD-I 

compact disc player /,kompzkt 
‘disk ,plera/ noun a machine that reads 
the digital data from a CD and converts it 
back to its original form 

compact disc ROM /,kompekt ,disk 
'rom/ noun same as CD-ROM O The com- 
pact disc ROM can store as much data as 
a dozen hard disks. 

compact disc write once 
/kompeekt disk ‚rart 'wans/ noun CD- 
ROM disc and drive technology that al- 
lows a user to write data to the disc once 
only. Full form CD-WO 

compact Flash /kom,pekt 'flæf/ 
noun a tiny memory expansion device that 
uses Flash-ROM to store up to 512Mb of 
data, often used in MP3 music players and 
digital cameras. Abbr CF 

compacting algorithm /, kompzktin 
'ælgə,rıð(ə)m/ noun a formula for reduc- 
ing the amount of space required by text 
compact model /'kompækt ,mod(ə)l/ 
noun a memory model in the Intel 80x86 
family of CPUs that allows only 64Kb of 
space for the code of a program, but 1Mb 
of space for the program’s data 
companding /kpm'pendim/ noun two 
processes which reduce or compact data 
before transmission or storage then restore 
packed data to its original form. Full form 
compressing and expanding 
COMPAQ /'kompæk/ a US personal 
computer company, founded in 1983, that 
was the first manufacturer to produce a 
clone to the IBM PC 

comparator /kəm'pærətə/ noun a log- 
ical device whose output is true if there is 
a difference between two inputs 
compatibility /kom,petr'biliti/ noun 
the ability of two hardware or software de- 
vices to function together (NOTE: Compat- 
ibility of hardware and software, which 
means that those of one manufacturer or 
organisation conform to the standards of 
another, allows programs and hardware 
to be interchanged without modification.) 


‘The manufacturer claims that this card does not re- 
quire special drivers on the host machine... and 
therefore has fewer compatibility problems.’ [Com- 
puting] 


compatibility box /kom,peto'biliti 
boks/ noun caret mark, caret sign a 
window or session in an operating system 
that can execute programs written for a 
different, but related, operating system O 
OS/2 has a compatibility box to allow it to 
run DOS applications. 


compatible /kom'pztib(a)I/ adjective 
used to describe two hardware or software 
devices that function correctly together W 
noun a hardware or software device that 
functions correctly with other equipment 
O Buy an IBM PC or a compatible. 
“,..this was the only piece of software I found that 
wouldn’t work, but it does show that there is no such 
thing as a totally compatible PC clone’ 
[Personal Computer World] 
compilation /,kompt'lerf(9)n/ noun 
the translation of an encoded source pro- 
gram into machine readable code 


‘This utility divides the compilation of software into 
pieces and performs the compile in parallel across 
available machines on the network.’ [Computer- 
gram] 


compilation error /,kompr'le1f(s)n 
,ero/ noun an error occurring during pro- 
gram compilation time 

compilation time /,kompr'lerf(s)n 
taim/ noun the length of time it takes for 
a computer to compile a program 


compile /kom'pail/ verb to convert a 
high-level language program into a ma- 
chine code program that can be executed 
by itself 

compile and go /kom,pail on 'gou/ 
noun a computer program not requiring 
operator interaction that will load, compile 
and execute a high-level language pro- 
gram 


compile phase /kom'pail fe1z/ noun 
the time during a program run, when the 
instructions are compiled 

compiler, compiler program noun a 
piece of software that converts an encoded 
program into a machine code program O 
The new compiler has an in-built editor. 
Compare interpreter 

compiler diagnostics /kom,pails 
,datog'npstiks/ plural noun a function in 
a compiler that helps a programmer find 
faults in the program code O Thorough 
compiler diagnostics make debugging 
easy. 

compiler language  /kom'pails 
jlangwid3/ noun a high-level language 
such as C or pascal that will convert a 
source program that follows the language 
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syntax into a machine code version, then 
run it 

complement /‘knompliment/ noun 1. 
an inversion of a binary digit O The com- 
plement is found by changing the Is to Os 
and Os to 1s. 2. the result after subtracting 
a number from one less than the radix W 
verb to invert a binary digit 
complementary metal oxide semi- 
conductor /,kompliment(a)ri ,met(a)l 
,Dksard 'semikon,dakto/ noun full form 
of CMOS 

complementary operation 
/,kompliment(a)ri ,ppa'rerf(9)n/ noun a 
logical operation that results in the logical 
NOT of a function 

complementation /,komplimon 
'terf(ə)n/ noun a number system used to 
represent positive and negative numbers 
complemented /‘komplimantid/ ad- 
jective referring to a binary digit that has 
had a complement performed 

complete operation /kom,pli:t ,opo 
'rerf(9)n/ noun an operation that retrieves 
the necessary operands from memory, per- 
forms the operation and returns the results 
and operands to memory, then reads the 
next instruction to be processed 
completion /kəm'pli:f(ə)n/ noun the 
point at which something is complete O 
Completion date for the new software 
package is November 15th. 

complex instruction set computer 
/ kompleks in,strakfon „set kom 
'pju:tə/ noun full form of CISC 
complexity measure /kom'pleksiti 
,me3o/ noun a measure of the system re- 
sources used in an operation or job 
compliant /kom'plaront/ adjective that 
conforms to a particular set of standards O 
If you want to read PhotoCD compact 
discs in your computer you must be sure 
that the CD-ROM drive is PhotoCD or 
CD-ROM XA compliant. 

component density /kəm,pəunənt 
‘densiti/ noun number of electronic com- 
ponents per unit area on a PCB O Compo- 
nent density increases with production ex- 
pertise. 

component error /kəm'pəunənt ,era/ 
noun error introduced by a malfunctioning 
device or component rather than by incor- 
rect programming 

Component Object Model /kom 
\pounont 'pbdzekt ,mpd(a)l/ noun full 
form of COM 


component video /ksm'pounont 
vidiau/ noun a method of transmitting 
video information, used in professional 
video systems, that has separate signals for 
the luminance and two chrominance chan- 
nels to avoid interference 


COM port /'kom po:t/ noun same as 
COM1 

composite circuit /,kompozit 
's3ikıt/ noun an electronic circuit made 
up of a number of smaller circuits and 
components 


composite display /knmpozit dı 
‘splei/ noun a video display unit that ac- 
cepts a single composite video signal and 
can display an infinite number of colours 
or shades of grey 

composite monitor /,kompozit 
'mpnıtə/ noun a colour monitor that re- 
ceives one video signal from a graphics 
display adapter, which must then be elec- 
tronically separated inside the monitor 
into the red, green and blue colour signals 
composite video /,kompəzıt 'vidisu/ 
noun a video signal that combines the col- 
our signals and the monochrome signal 
into one single signal O Most TV set and 
video players expect a composite video 


feed. 


compound device /,kompaund dı 
'vais/ noun a Windows MCI multimedia 
device that requires a data file 
compound document /'kompaund 
,dpokjumont/ noun a document that con- 
tains information created by several other 
applications 

compound file /‘knmpaund fatl/ noun 
a number of individual files grouped to- 
gether in one file 

compound logical element 
/ kompaund ,lod31k(9)1 'elimant/ noun 
a logical circuit or function that produces 
an output from a number of inputs 
compound statement /,kompaund 
'stertmont/ noun a number of program 
instructions in one line of program O The 
debugger cannot handle compound state- 
ments. 

compressed video  /,komprest 
‘vidiau/ noun video signals that have been 
compressed to reduce the data rate re- 
quired to transmit the information. Where- 
as a normal television picture is transmit- 
ted at around 5090Mbits/second, a com- 
pressed video signal can be transmitted at 
around one tenth of the data rate. 
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compression /kəm'pref(ə)n/ noun the 
process of reducing the size of a file by en- 
coding the data in a more efficient form. 
For example, if the file contains five letter 
’A’s in line, which take up five bytes of 
space, the compression software could en- 
code this to 5A which takes two byes of 
space. 

compression ratio /kəm'pref(ə)n 
rerfiou/ noun a ratio of the size of an 
original, uncompressed file to the final, 
compressed file that has been more effi- 
ciently encoded 

CompuServe /'knmpju:ss:v/ an on- 
line service provider and information serv- 
ice 

computer /kom'pju:to/ noun a ma- 
chine that receives or stores or processes 
data very quickly using a program kept in 
its memory 

computer-aided /kom,pju:to ‘erdid/ 
adjective that uses a computer to make the 
work easier. Also called computer-as- 
sisted 

computer-aided design /kom 
\pju:tor ,erdid di'zarn/ noun full form of 
CAD 

computer-aided engineering /kom 
\pju:tor ,etdid ,end31'nrarim/ noun full 
form of CAE 

computer-aided instruction /kom 
\pju:tor ,erdid in'strakfan/ noun full 
form of CAI 

computer-aided learning /kom 
\pju:tor ,erdid 'Is:nty/ noun full form of 
CAL 

computer-aided manufacture /kəm 
\pju:tor ,eidid ,menju'fektfa/ noun 
full form of CAM 

computer-aided testing /kom 
\pju:tor ,erdid 'test1n/ noun full form of 
CAT 

computer-aided training /kom 
\pju:tor ,erdid 'tremin/ noun full form 
of CAT 

computer animation /kom,pju:to 
jeni'merf(a)n/ noun same as animation 
computer applications /kom,pju:ts 
epli'kerf(a)nz/ plural noun the tasks and 
uses that a computer can carry out in a par- 
ticular field or job 

computer architecture /kom,pju:to 
‘arkitektfa/ noun 1. the layout and inter- 
connection of a computer’s internal hard- 
ware and the logical relationships between 
CPU, memory and I/O devices 2. the way 


in which the CPU, terminals, printers and 
network connections are arranged 
computer-assisted /kom,pju:tor ə 
'ststid/ adjective same as computer-aid- 
ed 

computer-assisted design /kom 
\pju:tor o,sistid di'zain/ noun full form 
of CAD 
computer-assisted 
/kom,pjuitor 9,sistid 
noun full form of CAE 
computer-assisted instruction 
/kəm,pju:tər ə, sıstıd m'strakfan/ noun 
full form of CAI 

computer-assisted learning /kəm 
\pju:tor ə,sıstıd 'lsinıy/ noun full form 
of CAL 

computer-assisted manufacture 
/kom,pju:tor ə,sıstırd ,mænju'fækt fə/ 
noun full form of CAM 
computer-assisted testing /kəm 
\pju:tor ə,sıstıd 'testin/ noun full form 
of CAT 

computer-assisted training /kəm 
\pjuitor o,sistid 'trernıy/ noun full form 
of CAT 

computer-based learning /kəm 
\pjuita berst 'lsinıy/ noun full form of 
CBL 


computer-based message system 


engineering 
end3i'niorin/ 


/kom,pju:to berst 'mesıd3 ,sistom/ 
noun full form of CBMS 
computer-based training /kəm 


,pju:tə berst 'trernıy/ noun full form of 
CBT 

computer bureau /kəm'pju:tə 
,bjuərəv/ noun an office that offers to do 
work on its computers for companies 
which do not have their own 

computer code /kom'pju:ta koud/ 
noun a programming language that con- 
sists of commands in binary code that can 
be directly understood by the central 
processing unit, without the need for trans- 
lation 

computer conferencing /kom 
\pju:to 'konf(a)ronsiy/ noun the use of a 
number of computers or terminals con- 
nected together to allow a group of users to 
communicate 

computer crime /kom'pju:to krarm/ 
noun theft, fraud or other crimes involving 
computers 

computer dating = /kom,pju:to 
‘dertin/ noun the use of a computer to 
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match single people who may want to get 
married 


computer department /kom'pju:to 
di,pa:tmont/ noun a department in a 
company that manages the company’s 
computers 


computer engineer /kom,pju:to 
end31'nta/ noun a person who maintains, 
programs or designs computer equipment 


computer error /kom,pju:tor 'erə/ 
noun a mistake made by a computer 


computer file /kam'pju:ta farl/ nouna 
section of information on a computer, e.g. 
the payroll, list of addresses or customer 
accounts 


computer fraud /kəm'pju:tə fro:d/ 
noun the theft of data, dishonest use of 
data or other crimes involving computers 


computer game /kom'pju:ta germ/ 
noun a game played on a computer, using 
special software 


computer-generated /kom,pju:to 
'‘dzenoreitid/ adjective produced using a 
computer O They analysed the computer- 
generated image. 


computer generation /kom,pju:to 
,d3zena'rerf(9)n/ noun any one in a series 
of classifications used to define the ad- 
vances in the field of computing 


COMMENT: The development of computers has 
been divided into a series of ‘generations’. 
The first generation consisted of computers 
constructed using valves and having limited 
storage. The second generation of computers 
were constricted using transistors. The third 
generation used integrated circuits. The 
fourth generation, which includes the comput- 
ers most often used at present, uses low-cost 
memory and IC packages. The fifth genera- 
tion comprises future computers using very 
fast processors, large memory and allowing 
human input/output. 
computer graphics /kom,pju:to 
‘grefiks/ plural noun information repre- 
sented graphically on a computer display 
computer graphics metafile /kom 
\pju:ta ,grefiks 'metofarl/ noun full 
form of CGM 
computer illiterate /kom,pju:to 1 
'lıtərət/ adjective unable to understand 
computer-related expressions or opera- 
tions 
computer image processing /kom 
,pju:tə 'tmid3 ,prausesiy/ noun the 
analysis of information in an image, usual- 
ly by electronic means or using a compu- 
ter, also used for recognition of objects in 
an image 


computer-independent language 
/kom,pju:to ,indipendont 'lengwid3/ 
noun a programming language that will 
operate on any computer that has a correct 
compiler or interpreter 

computer indexing /kom,pju:to 
‘indeks1n/ noun the use of a computer to 
compile an index for a book by selecting 
relevant words or items from the text 
computer input microfilm /kom 
\pju:ta ,mput 'markrovfilm/ noun full 
form of CIM 

computer-integrated manufactur- 
ing /kom,pju:to ,mtigreitid menju 
'feektfarin/ noun full form of CIM 
computer-integrated system /kom 
\pju:ta ,intigreitid 'sıstəm/ plural noun 
a system designed to allow the coordinated 
use of computers and other related equip- 
ment in a process O This firm is a very 
well-known supplier of computer-integrat- 
ed systems which allow both batch pagina- 
tion of very long documents with altera- 
tion of individual pages. 
computer-integrated telephony 
/kom ,pju:to ,mtigreitid to'lefani/ noun 
same as CTI 

computerisation /kom,pjuteratr 
'ze1f(a)n/, computerization noun the 
process of introducing a computer system 
or of changing from a manual to a compu- 
ter system O Computerisation of the finan- 
cial sector is proceeding very fast. 
computerise /kom'pju:toraiz/, com- 
puterize verb to change from a manual 
system to one using computers O Our 
stock control has been completely compu- 
terised. 

computer language /kom'pju:to 
leengwid3/ noun a language, formed of 
figures or characters, used to communicate 
with a computer 

computer listing /kom,pju:ta ‘listry/ 
noun a printout of a list of items taken 
from data stored in a computer 
computer literacy = /kom,pju:to 
‘lit(9)rasi/ noun understanding of the ba- 
sic principles of computers, related ex- 
pressions and concepts, and the ability to 
use computers for programming or appli- 
cations 

computer-literate /kom,pjuita 
‘lit(a)rat/ adjective able to understand ex- 
pressions relating to computers and how to 
use a computer 

computer logic /kom,pju:to 'lnd3rk/ 
noun (in hardware) the way in which the 


computer word 





various sections of the CPU, memory and 
T/O are arranged 

computer-managed instruction 
/kom,pju:to ,menid3d_ im'strakfon/ 
noun the use of a computer to assist stu- 
dents in learning a subject. Abbr CMI 
computer-managed learning /kom 
\pju:to ,meenid3d 'lsinıy/ noun the use 
of a computer to teach students and assess 
their progress. Abbr CML 

computer manager /kom'pju:to 
,»mzenid39/ noun the person in charge of a 
computer department 

computer name /kom'pju:to nerm/ 
plural noun (in Windows 95 and later ver- 
sions of Windows) a series of words that 
identify a computer on a network and dis- 
tinguish it from all other computers on a 
network (NOTE: If you are linked to an of- 
fice network, you will see an icon on your 
Desktop called Network Neighborhood. 
Double-click on this and it will display a 
list of the other computers on the net- 
work, and their computer name.) 
computer network /kom,pju:to 
‘netw3:k/ noun the shared use of a series 
of interconnected computers, peripherals 
and terminals 

computer numerical control /kom 
,pju:tə nju:,merrk(9)l kon'troul/ noun 
same as numerical control 

computer numeric control /kom 
\pju:to nju:,merik kon'traul/ noun full 
form of CNC 

computer office system /kom 
\pju:tor 'pfis ,ststom/ noun a computer 
and related peripherals used for office 
tasks such as filing and word processing 
computer operator /kom'pju:tor 
,\Dporeita/ noun a person who operates a 
computer 

computer organisation /kom 
‘pju:tor ,o:gonaizerf(a)n/, computer 
organization noun » computer archi- 
tecture 

computer output = /kom,pju:tor 
‘autput/ noun the data or information pro- 
duced after processing by a computer 
computer output on microfilm 
/kom,pjuitor ,avtput on 'markroufilm/ 
noun full form of COM 

computer power /kom'pju:to ,pauo/ 
noun a measure of the speed and capacity 
of a computer (NOTE: Several tests for 
computer power exist, e.g. FLOPS or 
benchmark timings.) 


computer printer = /kom,pju:to 
‘printo/ noun a machine which prints in- 
formation from a computer 

computer printout = /kom,pju:to 
‘printavut/ noun a printed copy of infor- 
mation from a computer O The sales direc- 
tor asked for a printout of the agents’ com- 
missions. 


computer program = /kom'pju:to 
,prougrem/ noun a series of instructions 
to a computer, telling it to do a particular 
piece of work O The user cannot write a 
computer program with this system. 
computer programmer /kom,pju:to 
'prougræmə/ noun a person who writes 
computer programs 


computer-readable /kom,pjuito 
'rirdab(a)l/ adjective which can be read 
and understood by a computer O compu- 
ter-readable codes 


computer run /kəm'pju:tə ran/ noun 
the action of processing instructions in a 
program by a computer 

computer science /kom,pju:to 
'sarons/ noun the scientific study of com- 
puters, the organisation of hardware and 
the development of software 


computer services /kom,pju:to 
'S3IVISIZ/ plural noun work using a com- 
puter, done by a computer bureau 


computer stationery /kom,pju:to 
'sterf(a)n(a)ri/ noun paper specially 
made for use in a computer printer 
computer system = /kom'pju:to 
,sistom/ noun a central processor with 
storage and associated peripherals that 
make up a working computer 
computer-telephony integration 
/kom,pju:to to,lefoni inti'grerf(o)n/ 
noun full form of CTI 

computer time /kom'pju:to tarm/ 
noun the time when a computer is being 
used, which is paid for at an hourly rate O 
Running all those sales reports costs a lot 
in computer time. 


computer virus /kom'pju:ta ,varrəs/ 
nouna program which adds itself to an ex- 
ecutable file and copies or spreads itself to 
other executable files each time an infect- 
ed file is run. A virus can corrupt data, dis- 
play a message or do nothing. 
computer word /kom'pju:to w3:d/ 
nouna number of bits, usually 8, 16 or 32, 
that make up a standard word within a 
CPU 


computing 





computing /kam'pju:tm/ adjective, 
noun referring to computers ll noun work 
done on computers 

computing power /kom'pju:tin 
,pauo/ noun a measure of the speed of a 
computer and its ability to perform calcu- 
lations 

computing speed /kom'pju:tin 
spi:d/ noun the speed at which a computer 
calculates 

CON /kon/ noun (in IBM-PC compatible 
systems) a name used to identify the con- 
sole, i.e. the keyboard and monitor 
concatenate /kon'ketoneit/ verb to 
join together two or more sets of data 
concatenated data set /kon 
ketoneitid 'dertə ,set/ noun more than 
one file or set of data joined together to 
produce one set 

concatenation operator /kən,kætə 
'nerf(ə)n ,pporertə/ noun an instruction 
that joins two pieces of data or variables 
together 

conceal /kan'si:l/ verb to hide informa- 
tion or graphics from a user, or not to dis- 
play them O The hidden lines are con- 
cealed from view with this algorithm. 
concentrate /‘konsontreit/ verb to 
combine a number of lines or circuits or 
data to take up less space O The concen- 
trated data was transmitted cheaply. 
concentrator /'konsontreito/ noun 1. 
(in a Token-Ring network) a device at the 
centre of a Token-Ring network, which 
provides a logical star topology in which 
nodes are connected to the concentrator, 
but which connects each arm of the star as 
a physical ring within the device 2. (in an 
FDDI network) a node which provides ac- 
cess for one or more stations to the net- 
work 3. (in an 10Base-T Ethernet net- 
work) the device at the centre of a star-to- 
pology 10Base-T Ethernet network that 
receives signals from one port and regen- 
erates them before sending them out to the 
other ports 4. (in general networking) a 
device in which all the cables from nodes 
are interconnected 

conceptual model /kən,septfuəl 
'mod(ə)l/ noun a description of a database 
or program in terms of the data it contains 
and its relationships 

concertina fold /,konso'ti:na fould/ 
noun a method of folding continuous pa- 
per, one sheet in one direction, the next 
sheet in the opposite direction, allowing 
the paper to be fed into a printer continu- 


ously with no action on the part of the user. 
Also called accordion fold 
concurrency /kon'karonsi/ noun data 
or a resource that is accessed by more than 
one user or application at a time 
concurrent operating system /kən 
karont 'pporeitin ,sistam/ noun operat- 
ing system software that allows several 
programs or activities to be processed at 
the same time 

concurrent processing /kon,karont 
‘prousesin/ noun» multitasking 
concurrent programming /kən 
karont 'praugremin/ noun the act of 
running several programs apparently si- 
multaneously, achieved by executing small 
sections from each program in turn 
condition /kan'dif(a)n/ noun 1. the 
state of a circuit or device or register 2. a 
series of requirements that have to be met 
before an action can occur lm verb to mod- 
ify data that is to be transmitted so as to 
meet set parameters O Condition the raw 
data to a standard format. 

conditional /kon'di1f(a)n(9)l/ adjective 
1. provided that certain things take place 
2. referring to a process that is dependent 
on the result of another 

conditional branch /kon,dif(s)n(0)! 
'bra:ntf/ noun same as conditional 
jump 

conditional breakpoint  /kon 
dif(a)nal 'brerkpoint/ noun an inserted 
breakpoint, after which the programmer 
can jump to one of a number of sections, 
depending on data or program status 
conditional jump /kən'dıf(ə)nəl 
d3amp/ noun a programming instruction 
that provides a jump to a section of a pro- 
gram if a certain condition is met O The 
conditional branch will select routine one 
if the response is yes and routine two if no. 
conditional statement /kən 
idif(a)nol 'stertmont/ noun a program 
instruction which will redirect program 
control according to the outcome of an 
event 

conditional transfer /kon,drf(o)nol 
'treensf3:/ noun same as conditional 
jump 

condition code /kon'dif(a)n koud/ 
noun a number, or another type of signal, 
that indicates the status of an arithmetic, 
logic or input/output operation carried out 
previously 

condition code register /kon 
idif(a)n 'kaud ,red3ista/ noun a register 
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that contains the state of the CPU after the 
execution of the last instruction 
conduct /kan'dakt/ verb to allow an 
electrical current to flow through a materi- 
al O to conduct electricity 

conduction /kon'dakfon/ noun the 
ability of a material to conduct O The con- 
duction of electricity by gold contacts. 
conductive /kon'daktiv/ adjective re- 
ferring to the ability of a material to con- 
duct 

conductor /kon'dakta/ noun a sub- 
stance such as a metal that conducts elec- 
tricity O Copper is a good conductor of 
electricity. ù semiconductor 

conduit /‘kondjuit/ noun a protective 
pipe or channel for wires or cables O The 
cables from each terminal are channelled 
to the computer centre by metal conduit. 
conferencing /'konf(9)ranstn/ noun 
discussion between remote users using 
computers linked by a modem or a net- 
work 


‘Small organisations and individuals find it conven- 
ient to use online services, offering email, conferenc- 
ing and information services.’ [Computing] 


confidence level = /‘konf1d(a)ns 
slev(a)l/ noun the likelihood that a partic- 
ular number will lie within a range of val- 
ues 


CONFIG.SYS /kon'fig sis/ noun (in 
MS-DOS) a configuration text file that 
contains commands to set parameters and 
load driver software. This file is read auto- 
matically once the PC is switched on and 
the operating system has loaded. O If you 
add a new adapter card to your PC you 
will have to add a new command to the 
CONFIG.SYS file. 


configuration = /kon,figja're1f(a)n/ 
noun the way in which the hardware and 
software of a computer system are planned 
and set up 


‘He said only Banyan Vines had the network config- 
uration and administration capabilities required for 
implementing an international business plan based 
on client-server computing.’ [Computing] 


configuration file /kon,figjo're1f(o)n 
fail/ noun a file that contains data that de- 
scribes how a particular software program 
or device has been configured O The main 
Windows configuration file is stored in a 
file called the Registry. 

configuration state /kon,figjo 
're1f(a)n stert/ noun the state of a compu- 
ter that allows it or the system or a pro- 
gram to be configured 


configure /kon'figa/ verb to select 
hardware, software and interconnections 
to make up a special system O This termi- 
nal has been configured to display graph- 
ics. 

configured-in /kən'fıgəd tm/ adjective 
referring to a device whose configuration 
state indicates that it is ready and available 
for use 

configured-off, configured-out ad- 
jective referring to a device whose config- 
uration state indicates that it is not availa- 
ble for use 

congestion /kon'dzestfan/ noun a 
state that occurs when communication or 
processing demands are greater than the 
capacity of a system 

conjunct /'kond3ankt/ noun one of the 
variables in a logical AND function 
conjunction /kon'd3ankfon/ noun a 
logical function whose output is true if all 
inputs are true 

connect /ka'nekt/ verb to link together 
two points in a circuit or communications 
network 

connect charge /ko'nekt tfa:d3/ 
noun (in a commercial on-line system) 
the cost per minute of time when you are 
connected to the remote system 
connectionless /ka'nek fanlas/ adjec- 
tive data transfer that occurs between two 
devices that do not have a fixed or perma- 
nent link and so can take different routes 
between the two devices. ù circuit switch- 
ing 

connectionless network protocol 
/konekfanlas 'netwsik  ,prautakol/ 
noun an OSI transport protocol that pro- 
vides an efficient way of routing informa- 
tion around a local area network using a 
datagram to carry the information. Abbr 
CLNP 

connection-oriented /kə'nekf(ə)n 
orrientid/ adjective referring to data 
transfer that occurs according to a series of 
fixed, pre-defined steps that will create a 
known and reliable path between the two 
devices. For example, TCP/IP is a connec- 
tion-oriented protocol that uses a known 
modem or network adapter to contact an- 
other known computer and establish a link 


via TCP/IP commands. 
connection-oriented network 
services /ko,nekfon __,o:rientid 


‘netwa:k ,ssrvisiz/ plural noun an OSI 
transport protocol that provides an effi- 
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cient way of routing information around a 
wide area network. Abbr CONS 
connective /kə'nektıv/ noun a symbol 
between two operands that describes the 
operation to be performed 

connectivity /,konek'trviti/ noun the 
ability of a device to connect with other 
devices and transfer information 
connector /ko'nekta/ noun a physical 
device with a number of metal contacts 
that allow devices to be easily linked to- 
gether O The connector at the end of the 
cable will fit any standard serial port. 
connector plug /ka'nekta plag/ noun 
(in an FDDI network) a device at the end 
of a fibre-optic or copper cable that con- 
nects to a receptacle 

connector receptacle /ka'nekto rı 
,;septak(a)l/ noun (in an FDDI network) a 
device mounted on a panel that connects to 
a plug 

connect state /ko'nekt stert/ noun the 
state of a modem in which it is transferring 
data across a communications line 
connect time /kə'nekt tarm/ noun the 
length of time that a user is logged onto an 
interactive system 

conscious error /,konfas 'era/ noun 
an operator error that is immediately spot- 
ted, but cannot be prevented in time 
consistency check /kon'sistonsi 
tfek/ noun a check to make sure that ob- 
jects, data or items conform to their ex- 
pected formats 

console /'kpnsəul/ noun a unit consist- 
ing of a keyboard, VDU, and usually a 
printer, which allows an operator to com- 
municate with a computer system O The 
console consists of input device such as a 
keyboard, and an output device such as a 
printer or CRT. } CON 

constant /'konstont/ noun an item of 
data whose value does not change. Oppo- 
site variable E adjective which does not 
change O The disk drive motor spins at a 
constant velocity. 

constant angular velocity 
/,konstont ,zngjula və'losıti/ noun full 
form of CAV 

constant bit rate /,konstont 'bit ,rert/ 
noun a data transfer service that is part of 
ATM and is used to guarantee a certain 
data transmission rate over a network even 
if there is a lot traffic. Abbr CBR 
constant length field /konstont 
len® 'fi:ld/ noun a data field that always 
contains the same number of characters 


constant linear velocity /,konstant 
linia va'lnsiti/ noun full form of CLV 
constant ratio code /,knnstont 
'rerfiəu ,kəud/ nouna character represen- 
tation code that has a constant number of 
binary ones per word length 

constrain /kən'strern/ verb to set limits 
that define the maximum movement of an 
object on screen 

consumables /kən'sju:məb(ə)lz/ plu- 
ral noun small cheap extra items required 
in the day-to-day running of a computer 
system, e.g. paper and printer ribbons O 
Put all the printer leads and paper with the 
other consumables. 

contact /'kontækt/ noun the section of 
a switch or connector that provides an 
electrical path when it touches another 
conductor O The circuit is not working be- 
cause the contact is dirty. W verb to try to 
call a user or device in a network 
contact bounce /'kontækt bauns/ 
noun » bounce, de-bounce 

contact card /'kontækt ka:d/ noun a 
smart card with a chip that can be read 
when it is touched by a reading machine 
contact image sensor /,kontækt 
'ımıd3 ,sensə/ noun full form of CIS 
container /kən'ternə/ noun something 
that can be set to a value O The program- 
mer uses this variable as a container, stor- 
ing the object’s colour. 

content /'kpntent/ noun information, 
ideas, text, images or data that form a let- 
ter, document, web page, database or book 
content-addressable addressing 
/,kontent ə,dresəb(ə)l ə'dresıy/ noun 
same as associative addressing 
content-addressable file /,kontent 
a,dresab(a)l 'farl/ noun a file for storing 
data in which each item may be individu- 
ally accessed 

content-addressable location 
/kontent ə dresəb(ə)l ləvu'kerf(ə)n/ 
noun same as content-addressable file 
content-addressable memory 
/,kontent ə,dresəb(ə)l 'mem(ə)ri/, con- 
tent-addressable storage /ə,səusiətıv 
'stoirıd3/ noun abbr CAM. same as asso- 
ciative memory 

contention /kən'tenfən/ noun a situa- 
tion that occurs when two or more devices 
are trying to communicate with the same 
piece of equipment 

contention bus /kən'tenf(ə)n bas/ 
noun a communication control system in 
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which a device must wait for a free mo- 
ment before transmitting data 
contention delay /kon'tenf(9)n di 
,le1/ noun the length of time spent waiting 
for equipment to become free for use 
content provider /‘kontent pra 
,vaida/ noun a company that supplies in- 
formation, e.g. text, news stories, images, 
video, software, for a publication in a web- 
site or other medium 

content-rich /kon'tent ritf/ adjective 
containing a lot of useful information 
contents /'kontents/ plural noun a list 
of items in a file 


context /'kontekst/ noun a particular 
way of organising data that is used when 
transferring it into and out of a business 
management system 
context-sensitive /kontekst 
‘sensitiv/ adjective that relates to the par- 
ticular context 
context-sensitive help /,kontekst 
„sensitiv 'help/ noun a help message that 
gives useful information about the particu- 
lar function or part of the program you are 
in rather than general information about 
the whole program 
context-switching /'kpntekst 
Swit f19/ noun a process in which several 
programs are loaded in memory, but only 
one at a time can be executed 

COMMENT: Unlike a true multitasking system 

which can load several programs into memory 

and run several programs at once, context- 

switching only allows one program to be run at 

a time. 
contiguous file /kon,tigjuos 'faıl/ 
noun a file stored in a series of adjacent 
disk sectors 
contiguous graphics /kon,tigjuos 
‘greefiks/ plural noun graphic cells or 
characters which touch each other O Most 
display units do not provide contiguous 
graphics: their characters have a small 
space on each side to improve legibility. 
contingency plan /kan'tind3ansi 
plen/ noun a secondary plan that will be 
used if the first fails to work 
continuation page = /kan,tinju 
'erf(ə)n perd3/ noun a page or screen of 
text that follows on from a main page 
continuity /,konti'njurtti/ noun a clear 
conduction path between two points 
continuous data stream /kon 
,tinjuas 'dertə ,strizm/ noun high-speed 
serial data transmission, in which data 


words are not synchronised, but follow on 
immediately one after the other 
continuous feed /kon,tinjuss 'fi:d/ 
nouna device which feeds continuous sta- 
tionery into a printer 

continuous labels = /kan,tinjuas 
‘lerb(a)lz/ plural noun removable adhe- 
sive labels attached to a backing sheet that 
can be fed into a printer 

continuous loop /kon,tinjuas 'lu:p/ 
noun an endless piece of recording or pro- 
jection tape 

continuous signal /kən,tınjuəs 
'sıgn(ə)l/ noun a continuously variable 
analog signal 

continuous stationery /kon,tinjuos 
'sterf(a)n(9)ri/ noun printer stationery 
which takes the form of a single long sheet 
continuous tone /kon'tinjuas toun/ 
noun an image such as a photograph that 
uses all possible values of grey or colours, 
contouring /‘kontusrin/ noun 1. (in a 
graphics application) a process that con- 
verts a wire-frame drawing into a solid- 
looking object by adding shadows and tex- 
ture 2. (in a graphics application) a func- 
tion that creates realistic-looking ground, 
e.g. in a virtual-reality system, or a surface 
contrast /‘kontra:st/ noun 1. the differ- 
ence between black and white or between 
colours O The control allows you to adjust 
brightness and contrast. 2. a control knob 
on a display that alters the difference be- 
tween black and white tones or between 
colours 

contrast enhancement filter 
/,kontra:st m'harnsmont ,filte/ noun a 
special filter put over a monitor to increase 
contrast and prevent eye-strain 

control /kan'traul/ noun 1. a section of 
a computer or device that carries out in- 
structions and processes signals 2. condi- 
tional program statements 3. a key on a 
computer keyboard which sends a control 
character 4. data or a key that controls 
something 

control block /kan'traul blok/ noun a 
reserved area of computer memory that 
contains control data 

control bus /kən'trəul bas/ noun a set 
of connections to a microcomputer that 
carry the control signals between CPU, 
memory and input/output devices 
control change /kon'troul tfemd3/ 
noun (in MIDI) a message sent to a synthe- 
siser to instruct it to change a setting, e.g. 
to change the volume of a MIDI channel 
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control character /kən'trəul 
ikeerikto/ noun a special character that 
provides a control sequence 


“...there are seven print control characters which can 
be placed in a document’ [Personal Computer 
World] 


control computer /kan'traul kəm 
\pjuita/ noun a dedicated computer used 
to control a process or piece of equipment 
control cycle /kon'traul ,sark(ə)l/ 
noun the events required to retrieve, de- 
code and execute an instruction stored in 
memory 

control data /kon'troul ,derta/ noun 
data that controls the actions of a device 
control-driven /kon'traul ,driv(s)n/ 
adjective referring to computer architec- 
ture where instructions are executed once 
a control sequence has been received 
control field /kan'traul fi:ld/ noun a 
storage area for control instructions 
control group /kon'troul gru:p/ noun 
a small group which is used to check a 
sample group 

control instruction /kon'travl in 
\strakfan/ noun a program instruction 
that controls the actions of a device O The 
next control instruction will switch to ital- 
ics. 

control key /kən'trəul ki:/ noun (on 
IBM-PC compatible systems) a special 
key, usually in the lower left corner of the 
keyboard, that provides a secondary func- 
tion when pressed with another key O To 
halt a program, press Ctrl-C — the control 
key and letter C — at the same time. Abbr 
Ctrl 

control language /kən'trəul 
langwid3/ noun commands that identify 
and describe the resources required by a 
job that a computer has to perform 
controlled vocabulary /kon,trauld 
vou'kebjulari/ noun a set of terms or 
words used in an indexing language 
controller /kan'traula/ noun a hard- 
ware or software device that controls a pe- 
ripheral such as a printer, or that monitors 
and directs the data transmission over a lo- 
cal area network 


‘...a printer’s controller is the brains of the machine. 
It translates the signals coming from your computer 
into printing instructions that result in a hard copy of 
your electronic document’ [Publish] 


control memory /kon'traul 
smem(9)ri/ noun memory which decodes 
control instructions into microinstructions 
that operate the computer or microcontrol- 
ler 


control menu /kon'troul ,menju:/ 
noun (in Microsoft Windows) a menu that 
allows you to move, resize or close the cur- 
rent window, and that is accessed by press- 
ing Alt-Space 

control mode /kon'traul maud/ noun 
the state of a device in which control sig- 
nals can be received to select options or 
functions 


control panel /kan'troul ,pzen(o)l/ 
noun 1. a panel with indicators and 
switches that allows an operator to moni- 
tor and control the actions of a computer or 
peripheral 2. a utility that displays the 
user-definable options such as keyboard, 
country-code and type of mouse 

control register /kon'troul ,red31sto/ 
noun a storage location for control data 


control ROM /kon,troul 'rom/ noun 
same as control memory 


control sequence /kən'trəul 
\sitkwons/ noun a series of codes contain- 
ing a control character and various argu- 
ments, used to carry out a process or 
change mode in a device 

control signals /kon'traul ,sıgn(ə)lz/ 
plural noun electrical signals transmitted 
to control the actions of a circuit 


control statement /kən'trəul 
,Stertmont/ noun 1. a program instruction 
that directs a CPU to provide controlling 
actions or controls the operation of the 
CPU 2. a program instruction which di- 
rects a program, e.g. to another branch 


control structure /kən'trəul 
/Straktfa/ noun a set of instructions that 
are run in a particular circumstance. An 
IF.THEN statement selects a particular 
control structure depending on the value of 
a variable. 

control systems /kon'troul ,ststamz/ 
plural noun systems used to check that a 
computer system is working correctly 
control token /kon'troul ,toukon/ 
noun a special sequence of bits transmit- 
ted over a LAN to provide control actions 
control total /kon'traul ,taut(9)l/ noun 
the result of summing certain fields in a 
computer file to provide error detection 
control transfer /kon'traul ,treensf3:/ 
noun the redirection of the CPU when a 
jump or call instruction is encountered 
control unit /kon'troul ,jumit/ noun 
the section of the CPU which selects and 
executes instructions 
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control word /kon'traul ws:d/ noun a 
word that defines the actions that are to be 
followed in a particular process 
convention /kon'venfon/ noun a set of 
well-known standards or rules that have to 
be followed so as to produce hardware or 
software compatibility 

conventional memory /kon 
venf(a)n(9)l 'mem(a)ri/ noun (in an 
IBM-PC compatible system) the random 
access memory region installed in a PC 
from 0 up to 640Kb. This area of memory 
can be directly controlled by MS-DOS. 
Compare high memory, expanded 
memory. Also called RAM 
convergence /kon'v3:d3ons/ noun 1. 
the combination of two or more different 
technologies producing a new technology. 
For example, fax machines are the product 
of the convergence of telephone, scanning 
and printing technologies. 2. (in a colour 
monitor) the accuracy with which the pic- 
ture beam strikes the three colour dots that 
form each colour pixel > ù picture beam, 
pixel 

conversation /,kpnvo'se1f(a)n/ noun 
a form of communication between a com- 
puter and its user in which the computer 
responds immediately to instructions and 
questions put to it as if was taking part in a 
dialogue 

conversational mode /,kpnvə 
‘serf(a)n(a)l moud/ noun a method of op- 
erating that provides immediate responses 
to a user’s input. ù interactive mode 
converse /kon'v3:s/ verb to engage ina 
conversation with a computer 
conversion /kon'v3:f(9)n/ noun a 
change from one system to another 
conversion equipment /kən 
'v3rf(a)n 1,kwipmont/ noun a device that 
will convert data from one format to an- 
other, which is suitable for another system, 
without changing the content 
conversion program /kon'v3:f(9)n 
,prougrem/ noun 1. a program that con- 
verts programs written for one computer 
into a suitable form for another 2. a pro- 
gram that converts data format, coding, 
etc. for use in another program 
conversion tables /kən'v3s:f(ə)n 
,terb(9)lz/ plural noun a list of source 
codes or statements and their equivalent in 
another language or form O Conversion 
tables may be created and used in con- 
junction with the customer’s data to con- 


vert it to our system codes. Also called 
translation tables 

converter /kon'v3ito/ noun a device or 
program that translates data from one form 
to another O The converter allowed the old 
data to be used on the new system. 
convertibility /kon,v3:ta'bilati/ noun 
ability to be changed 

convertible /kən'vs:təb(ə)l/ adjective 
that can be converted 

convertor /kon'v3:to/ noun another 
spelling of converter 

cookie /'kuki/ noun a tiny file that is 
stored on your computer when you con- 
nect to a remote Internet site using a 
browser. The cookie is used by the remote 
site to store information about your op- 
tions which can then be read when you 
next visit the site. 

cookie file /'kuki farl/ noun a file that 
contains the cookie data supplied by the 
remote Internet site 

cooperative processing /ksu 
\Dp(a)rativ 'prausesin/ noun a system in 
which two or more computers in a distrib- 
uted network can each execute a part of a 
program or work on a particular set of data 
coordinate graph /ksu's:dinat gra:f/ 
nouna means of displaying one point on a 
graph, using two values referring to axes 
which are usually at right angles to each 
other 

coordinates /kou's:dinots/ plural 
noun values used to locate a point on a 
graph or map 

coordination /ksu,9:di'nerf(a)n/ noun 
the process of organising complex tasks 
coprocessor /kau'prausesa/ noun an 
extra, specialised processor, e.g. an array 
or numerical processor, that can work with 
a main CPU to increase execution speed 


‘Inmos is hiring designers to create highly integrated 
transputers and co-processors for diverse computer 
and telecoms systems.’ [Computing] 


copy /'kpp1/ verb to make a second doc- 
ument which is like the first, or to dupli- 
cate original data O He copied all the per- 
sonnel files at night and took them home. 
COPY /'kvpi/ noun an operating system 
command that copies the contents of one 
file to another file on a storage device O 
Make a copy of your data using the COPY 
command before you edit it. 

copy protect /,kvpi pro'tekt/ noun a 
switch that prevents copies of a disk being 
made m verb to move a switch to prevent 
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copies of a disk being made O The pro- 
gram is not copy protected. 

copy protection /'kppi prə,tekfən/ 
noun the act of preventing copies from be- 
ing made O A hard disk may crash because 
of copy protection. 

CORAL /'kvpi/ noun a computer pro- 
gramming language used in a real-time 
system. Full form common real-time ap- 
plications language 

CORBA /'ko:ba/ abbr common object 
request broker architecture 

core /ko:/ noun the central conducting 
section of a cable 

core dump /'ko: damp/ noun a transfer 
of data from the main memory of a compu- 
ter, usually to an external storage medium 
core memory /ks: 'mem(a)ri/ noun a 
central fast-access memory which stores 
the programs and data currently in use 
core program /kos: 'prougrem/ noun a 
computer program stored in core memory 
coresident /ksu'rezid(a)nt/ adjective 
referring to two or more programs that are 
stored in the main memory at the same 
time 

core store /'ko: sto:/ noun a non-vola- 
tile magnetic storage method used in old 
computers 

corona /kə'rəunə/ noun an electric dis- 
charge that is used to charge the toner 
within a laser printer 

corona wire /kə'rəunə ,warə/ noun a 
thin wire that charges the powdered toner 
particles in a laser printer as they pass 
across it O If your printouts are smudged, 
you may have to clean the corona wire. 
coroutine /‘kouru:,ti:n/ noun a section 
of a program or procedure that can pass 
data and control to another coroutine then 
halt itself 

corrective maintenance /ks,rektiv 
'merntənəns/ noun actions to trace, find 
and repair a fault after it has occurred 
corrupt /ka'rapt/ adjective that contains 
errors W verb to introduce errors into data 
or a program O Power loss during disk ac- 
cess can corrupt the data. 

cost analysis /'kost o,nzlosis/ noun 
an examination in advance of the costs of 
a new product 

cost per action /,kpst ps: 'æk fən/ full 
form of CPA 

co.uk a domain name suffix that indicates 
a business based in the UK O The Peter 


Collin Publishing domain name is 
‘pcp.co.uk’ ġ domain 

counter /‘kauntd/ noun a register or var- 
iable whose contents are increased or de- 
creased by a set amount every time an ac- 
tion occurs 

counter-rotating ring /,kaunta rou 
,e1tin 'rij/ noun two signal paths trans- 
mitted in opposite directions around a ring 
network 

country file /‘kantri fatl/ noun a file 
within an operating system that defines the 
parameters, e.g. character set and key- 
board layout, for different countries 
coupler /‘kaplo/ noun a mechanical de- 
vice that is used to connect three or more 
conductors 

Courier /‘kuria/ noun a fixed-space or 
monospace typeface 

courseware /'ko:swea/ noun the soft- 
ware, manuals and video that make up a 
training package or CAL product 

CPA / si: pi: 'e1/ noun the cost of display- 
ing a banner advertisement once to one 
visitor to a website. Full form cost per 
action. ò banner 

cpi /,si: pi: 'at/ noun the number of print- 
ed characters which fit within the space of 
one inch. Full form characters per inch 
CPM abbr critical path method 

cps /,si: pi: 'es/ noun the number of char- 
acters printed or processed every second. 
Full form characters per second 

CPU / si: pi: 'ju:/ noun a group of cir- 
cuits that performs the basic functions of a 
computer. The CPU is made up of three 
parts, the control unit, the arithmetic and 
logic unit and the input/output unit. Full 
form central processing unit 

CPU bound / si: pi: ‘ju: baund/ adjec- 
tive referring to the performance of a com- 
puter insofar as it is limited by the number 
of instructions the CPU can carry out. Ef- 
fectively, the memory and I/O devices can 
transfer data faster than the CPU can pro- 
duce it. 

CPU clock /\si: pi: 'ju: klok/ noun a 
clock inside a processor device that gener- 
ates a regular signal millions of times eve- 
ry second to control operations and data 
transfer within the processor 

CPU clock speed /,si: pi: ‘ju: klok/ 
noun the frequency of the CPU clock that 
controls the operations within the proces- 
sor 

CPU cycle / si: pi: ,ju: 'sark(9)l/ noun 
the period of time taken to fetch and exe- 
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cute an instruction, usually a simple ADD 
instruction, used as a measure of computer 
speed 

CPU elements /,si: pi: ,ju: 'elrmonts/ 
plural noun the main sections that make up 
a CPU, including the ALU, control unit, 
T/O bus, memory and various registers 
CPU handshaking /si: pi: ju: 
‘heendferkin/ noun the process of inter- 
facing signals between a CPU and a pe- 
ripheral or I/O device 

CPU time /,si: pi: ‘ju: tarm/ noun the 
total period of time that a CPU is used to 
actually process instructions (NOTE: In a 
file handling program, CPU time might be 
minimal, since data retrieval from disk 
would account for a large part of the pro- 
gram run. In a mathematical program, 
the CPU time could be much higher in 
proportion to the total run time.) 


CR abbr card reader 


crash /kræf/ noun a failure of a compo- 
nent or a bug in a program during a run, 
which halts and prevents further use of the 
system 
COMMENT: It is sometimes possible to recover 
data from a crashed hard disk before refor- 
matting, if the crash was caused by a bad sec- 
tor on the disk rather than contact between 
the r/w head and disk surface. 


crash-protected /kræf pra'tektid/ 
adjective that uses a head protection or 
data corruption protection system O Jf the 
disk is crash-protected, you will never lose 
your data. 

crawler /'kro:la/ noun a computer pro- 
gram that collects online documents and 
reference links 

CRC abbr cyclic redundancy check 
crippled leapfrog test /,krip(o)ld 
'li:pfrog ,test/ noun a standard leapfrog 
test that uses a single memory location 
rather than a changing location 

critical error /,kritik(a)l 'era/ noun an 
error that stops processing or crashes the 
computer 

critical fusion frequency /,krıtık(ə)l 
'fju:3(ə)n frizkwonsi/ noun (on a video, 
computer or film screen) the rate of dis- 
play of frames of graphics or text that 
makes them appear flicker-free 

critical path analysis /,kritrk(o)l 
'pa:0 o,nzlasis/ noun the definition of 
tasks or jobs and the time each requires ar- 
ranged in order to achieve certain goals. 
Also called PERT — Program Evaluation 
and Review Techniques. 


‘Surprisingly, critical path analysis and project man- 
agement, frequently the next career step for engi- 
neers, did not seem to warrant a mention.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
critical path method /,kritrk(o)l 
'pa:0 ,meQad/ noun the use of analysis 
and the projection of each critical step in a 
large project to help a management team. 
Abbr CPM 


critical resource /,kritik(a)I r1'zo:s/ 
noun a resource that can only be used by 
one process at a time 

crop /krop/ verb to reduce the size or 
margins of an image 

crop mark /'krop ma:k/ noun (in DTP 
software) one of the printed marks that 
show the edge of a page or image and al- 
low it to be cut accurately 
cross-assembler /kros ə'semblə/ 
noun an assembler that produces machine- 
code code for one computer while running 
on another 

cross-compiler /kros kom'parlo/ 
noun an assembler or compiler that com- 
piles programs for one computer while 
running on another 


COMMENT: Cross-compilers and assemblers 
are used to compile programs for micros, but 
are run on larger computers to make the oper- 
ation faster. 


crosshair /'krosheə/ noun (in a draw- 
ing or paint program) a cursor shape that 
looks like a cross 

cross-linked files /,kros lykt 'farlz/ 
noun an error in MS-DOS in which two 
files claim to be using the same cluster on 
disk 

crossover /'krps,9uva/ noun a change 
from one system to another O The crosso- 
ver to computerised file indexing was diffi- 
cult. 

crossover circuit /'krosəuvə ,sa:kit/ 
noun an electronic circuit which splits an 
audio signal into different frequency rang- 
es and assigns these to different size loud- 
speakers in a loudspeaker system 
cross-platform /,kros 'pletfo:m/ ad- 
jective available for more than one type of 
computer or operating system 
cross-post /,krps 'poust/ verb to send 
a single electronic message or article to 
many different newsgroups at the same 
time 

cross-reference generator /,krvs 
'ref(a)rans ,d3zenoreita/ noun a section 
of an assembler or compiler or interpreter 
that provides a list of program labels, var- 
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iables or constants with their location 
within the program 

crosstalk /‘krosta:k/ noun interference 
between two communication cables or 
channels 


CRT / si: a: 'ti:/ noun a device used for 
displaying characters, figures or graphical 
information, similar to a TV set. Full form 
cathode ray tube 


COMMENT: Cathode ray tubes are used in tele- 
vision sets, computer monitors and VDUs. A 
CRT consists of a vacuum tube, one end of 
which is flat and coated with phosphor, the 
other end containing an electron beam 
source. Characters or graphics are visible 
when the controllable electron beam strikes 
the phosphor, causing it to glow. 
crunch /krantJ/ verb to process data or 


numbers at high speed 

cruncher, crunching noun » number 
cruncher, number crunching 
cryogenic memory /,kraroudzenitk 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun a storage medium oper- 
ating at very low temperatures of around 
4°K to use the superconductive properties 
of a material 

cryptanalysis /,krıptə'næləsıs/ noun 
the study and methods of breaking ciphers 
cryptographic /, kripta'grefik/ adjec- 
tive referring to cryptography 
cryptographic algorithm 
/,kriptogreefik 'zelgor1d(9)m/ noun a set 
of rules used to encipher and decipher data 
cryptographic key /,kriptogrefik 
'ki:/ noun a number or code that is used 
with a cipher algorithm to personalise the 
encryption and decryption of data 
cryptography /,krip'togrofi/ noun the 
study of encryption and decryption meth- 
ods and techniques 

crystal /‘kristal/ noun a small slice of 
quartz crystal which vibrates at a certain 
frequency, used as a very accurate clock 
signal for computer or other high precision 
timing applications 

crystal shutter printer /,krist(o)l 
Jato 'printe/ noun a page printer that 
uses a powerful light controlled by a liquid 
crystal display to produce an image on a 
photo-sensitive drum 

CSLIP noun a version of the SLIP proto- 
col that compresses data before it is trans- 
mitted, resulting in greater data transfer 
rate 

CSM / si: es 'em/ noun an efficient opti- 
cal character recognition system. Full 
form combined symbol matching 


CSMA-CA /\si: es em si: 'e1/ noun a 
method of controlling access to a network 
not covered by OSI standards, but used in 
AppleTalk networks. Full form carrier 
sense multiple access-collision 
avoidance 

CSMA-CD /\si: es em si: 'di:/ noun a 
network communications protocol that 
prevents two sources transmitting at the 
same time by waiting for a quiet moment, 
then attempting to transmit. It is used to 
control data transmission over an Ethernet 
network. Full form carrier sense multi- 
ple access-collision detection 

CSS abbr cascading style sheet 

CTI / si: ti: 'at/ noun a system that allows 
normal audio telephone conversations to 
be transmitted over a computer data net- 
work and controlled by a computer. Full 
form computer-telephony integration 


CTM /si: ti: 'em/ noun a method of 
charging an advertiser for the display of a 
banner advertisement, where the price 
covers one thousand visitors clicking on 
the advertisement and jumping to the ad- 
vertiser’s own website. Full form click 
through per thousand 

CTR! /kon'troul/ noun the number of 
visitors who click on a banner advertise- 
ment on a website and jump to the adver- 
tiser’s own website. Full form click 
through rate. ò CTM (NOTE: A click 
through rate of just a few percent is com- 
mon, and most advertisers have to pay 
per thousand impressions of their banner 
ad.) 

CTR? /kon'traul/, CTRL, Ctrl noun the 
control key, or a key on a computer termi- 
nal that sends a control character to the 
computer when pressed 

Ctrl-Alt-Del /kon,troul o:lt  dr'lirt/ 
noun a combination of three keys that, 
when pressed at once, will cause a PC to 
carry out a soft reset 

CTS / si: ti: 'es/ noun an RS232C indi- 
cating that a line or device is ready for data 
transmission. Full form clear to send 
CU abbr control unit 

cue /kju:/ nouna prompt or message dis- 
played on a screen to remind the user that 
an input is expected 

CUG / si: ju: 'd3i:/ noun entry to a data- 
base or bulletin board system that is re- 
stricted to certain known and registered 
users, usually by means of a password. 
Full form closed user group 
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cull /kal/ verb to remove hidden or distant 
objects from a three-dimensional scene or 
storage space and reduce processing time 


cumulative trauma disorder 
/kju:rmjoulativ 'troimə dis,o:de/ noun 
same as repetitive strain injury 

curly brackets /'ks:li ‘brakitz/, curly 
braces plural noun the pair of characters 
{} used in some programming languages 
to enclose a routine 

current address /,karont o'dres/ 
noun the address being accessed at this 
time 

current address register /,karant ə 
'dres ,red3ista/ noun a CPU register that 
stores the address that is currently being 
accessed. Abbr CAR 


current directory /karont dar 
'rekt(a)ri/ noun a directory within the di- 
rectory tree which is currently being used 


current drive /,karont 'dratv/ noun a 
disk drive that is currently being used or 
has been selected 


current instruction register 
/kKarant im'strakfon ,red3ista/ noun 
full form of CIR 


cursor /'ks:so/ noun a marker on a dis- 
play device which shows where the next 
character will appear 


‘Probably the most exciting technology demonstrat- 
ed was ScreenCam, which allows users to combine 
voice, cursor movement and on-screen activities into 
a movie which can be replayed.’ [Computing] 

*.. further quick cursor movements are available for 
editing by combining one of the arrow keys with the 
control function’ [Personal Computer World] 


COMMENT: Cursors can take several forms, in- 
cluding a square of bright light, a bright under- 
line or a flashing light. 
cursor control keys /'ksisə kon 
,traul kitz/ plural noun keys on a key- 
board that allow the cursor to be moved in 
different directions 


cursor home /'k3:sa haum/ noun the 
movement of the cursor to the top left hand 
corner of the screen 


cursor pad /'ks:sa pæd/ noun a group 
of four arrowed cursor control keys, used 
to move the cursor up and down or to the 
right or left 


cursor resource /'k3:so r1,z91s/ noun 
an image that is displayed as a cursor 
(NOTE: Programming languages and au- 
thoring tools normally provide a range of 
different cursor images that a developer 
can use, for example an egg-timer cursor 
when waiting or an arrow when pointing.) 


custom-built /‘kastom bilt/ adjective 
made specially for one customer 
custom colours /,kastom 'kalas/ plu- 
ral noun a range of colours in a palette that 
are used by an image or application. ù SyS- 
tem palette 

customer engineering /,kastomo 
end3i'niarin/ noun maintenance and re- 
pair of a customer’s equipment 
customer service department 
/,kastoma 's3ivis di,partmant/ noun a 
department which deals with customers 
and their complaints and orders 
customise /'kastomaiz/, customize 
verb to modify a system to the customer’s 
requirements O We used customised com- 
puter terminals. (NOTE: customises — cus- 
tomising — customised) 

custom ROM /,kastom 'rom/ noun a 
ROM produced, usually in small numbers, 
by a manufacturer to suit a customer’s re- 
quirements 

cut /kat/ noun 1. the process of removing 
a piece from a file 2. a piece removed from 
a file m verb to remove sections of text 
from a file to make it shorter (NOTE: cut- 
ting — cut) 

cut and paste /,kat ən 'petst/ noun the 
action of taking a section of text or data 
from one point and inserting it at another, 
often used in word-processors and DTP 
packages for easy page editing 

cut over /,kat 'əuvə/ verb to organise 
the transfer of data, functions or users 
from an old computer system to a new one 
in such a way that all the transfer opera- 
tions take place at the same time and there 
is minimum disruption 

CUTS abbr Computer Users’ Tape Sys- 
tem 

cut sheet feeder /kat 'Ji:t ,fi:do/ 
noun a mechanism that automatically 
feeds single sheets of paper into a printer 
CWP abbr communicating word proces- 
sor 

CXML / si: eks em 'el/ noun a feature of 
the XML webpage markup language that 
provides a standard way of producing pag- 
es about products for sale on an online 
shop (NOTE: The new features allow de- 
signers to include information about the 
product being displayed and how it can 
be purchased by the viewer.) 
cyan-magenta-yellow-black /,saton 
moa,dzenta ‘jelou/ noun full form of 
CMYK 
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cyber- /satba/ prefix computers and in- 
formation systems 

cyber age /'satbo e1d3/ noun the 
present age, considered as a period in 
which computer technology and electronic 
communications have become more im- 
portant and more widely used 
cybercafé /'saibo,kzfe1/ noun a place 
that provides a shop with terminals con- 
nected to the Internet as well as coffee and 
pastries 

cybercast /'sartbaka:st/ noun a broad- 
cast of an event transmitted via the Inter- 
net, in either sound or vision or in both 
cyberlaw /'sarbal:o/ noun the set of 
laws that relate to computers, information 
systems and networks, considered as a 
body 

cybermediary /,satbo'mi:disri/ noun 
an organisation that makes it easier for 
customers and businesses to buy and sell 
online, but that does not own the products 
or services that are being sold 

cybernate /'sarbənert/ verb to use com- 
puters to control manufacturing processes 
(NOTE: cybernates — cybernating — cy- 
bernated) 

cybernetics /,satba'netiks/ noun the 
study of the mechanics of human or elec- 
tronic machine movements, and the way in 
which electronic devices can be made to 
work and imitate human actions 
cybershopping /'satbo,fopin/ noun 
shopping for goods and services on the In- 
ternet 

cyberspace /'satbospers/ noun the 
world in which computers and people in- 
teract, normally via the Internet 
cybersquatting /'satbo,skwotin/ 
noun act by which someone registers a 
website address, normally a trademark or 
brand name, then tries to sell the name to 
the rightful owner (NOTE: Although not yet 
illegal in most countries, court cases al- 
most always find in favour of the compa- 
ny trying to recover its name. For exam- 
ple, if you registered the domain name 
‘windows.com’ then tried to sell this back 
to Microsoft Corp. you would be guilty of 
cybersquatting.) 

cyberterrorism /'sarbə,terərız(ə)m/ 
noun terrorist activities that use the Inter- 
net to damage complex electronic systems 
or the data they contain 


‘There were some instances of war-related hacking 
over the past few weeks, but nothing that would be 
considered cyberterrorism.’ [The Guardian] 


cyberwoozling /'sarbə,wu:z(ə)l19/ 
noun the practice of gathering data from 
the computer of a visitor to a website with- 
out his or her knowledge or authorisation 
cycle /'satk(a)I/ noun one completed op- 
eration in a repeated process 

cycle availability /,satk(s)l 9,verlo 
‘biliti/ noun a period of time in a cycle 
during which data can be accessed or 
transmitted 

cycle count /'sark(ə)l kaunt/ noun the 
number of times a cycle has been repeated 
cycle index /'sark(9)l ,ndeks/ noun 
the number of times a series of instructions 
has been or has to be repeated 

cycle shift /‘sark(o)I Jift/ verb to shift a 
pattern of bits within a word, with the bit 
or bits shifted off the end being inserted at 
the beginning of the word 

cycle stealing /'sark(ə)l ,sti:ltn/ noun 
a memory access operation by a peripheral 
that halts a CPU for one or more clock cy- 
cles while data is being transferred from 
memory to the device 

cycle time /'sark(ə)l tarm/ noun the 
time between start and stop of an opera- 
tion, especially between addressing a 
memory location and receiving the data 
cyclic /'stklik, 'sarklık/ adjective that is 
repeated regularly 

cyclic access /,sarklik 'ekses/ noun 
access to stored information that can only 
occur at a certain point in a cycle 

cyclic check /,satklik 'tfek/ noun an 
error detection method that uses or exam- 
ines a bit of data every n bits, one bit ex- 
amined then n bits transmitted, then anoth- 
er bit examined and so on 

cyclic code /,satklik 'koud/ noun a 
coding system in which the binary repre- 
sentation of decimal numbers changes by 
only one bit at a time from one number to 
the next 

cyclic decimal code /,sarklık 
'destm(9)l kəud/ noun a cyclic code that 
refers to decimal digits 

cyclic redundancy check /,siklik r1 
'dandonsi ,tfek/ noun an error detection 
check used in modem communications 
and many file transfer protocols that looks 
at one bit in every n bits and compares this 
with the original to see if an error has oc- 
curred in the last n bits. Abbr CRC 
cyclic shift /,sarklik 'frft/ noun the ro- 
tation of bits in a word with the previous 
last bit inserted in the first bit position 
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cylinder /'sılındə/ noun 1. a group of 
tracks on a disk 2. the tracks in a multi- 
disk device that can be accessed without 
moving the read/write head 


cypher /'sarfa/ noun another spelling of 
cipher 


D 


D symbol the hexadecimal figure equiva- 
lent to decimal number 13 

DA abbr desk accessory 

DAC /,di: e1 'si:/ noun a circuit that out- 
puts an analog signal that is proportional 
to the input digital number, and so converts 
a digital input to an analog form O Speech 
is output from the computer via a D/A con- 
verter. Full form digital to analog con- 
verter. Also called D to A converter, d/a 
converter 

d/a converter /,di: tu er kon'va:to/ 
noun same as DAC 

daemon /'di:mon/ noun (in a UNIX sys- 
tem) a utility program that performs its job 
automatically without the knowledge of 
the user 

daisy chain /‘de1zi tfem/ noun a meth- 
od of connecting equipment with a single 
cable passing from one machine or device 
to the next, rather than separate cables to 
each device 

daisy-chain /'deizi tfern/ verb to con- 
nect equipment using the daisy chain 
method 


“...you can often daisy-chain cards or plug them into 

expansion boxes’ [Byte] 
daisy chain bus /,derzi tfem 'bas/ 
noun a communications bus that joins one 
device to the next, each device being able 
to receive or transmit or modify data as it 
passes through to the next device in line 
daisy-chaining /‘deizi tfemm/ noun 
the process of connecting equipment using 
the daisy chain method O Daisy-chaining 
saves a lot of cable. 
daisy chain interrupt /,de1zi tfem 
‘intorapt/ noun a line joining all the inter- 


rupt outputs of a number of devices to a 
CPU 

daisy chain recursion /,de1zi tfemm 
r1'k313(a)n/ noun the use of subroutines 
in a program that call another in the series, 
so that the first routine calls the second 
routine, which calls the third routine, and 
so on 

DAL abbr data access language (see) 
DAMA abbr demand assigned multiple 
access 

DAO /,di: et '9u/ noun a programming in- 
terface provided with many of Microsoft’s 
database applications that allow the devel- 
oper to access Jet or ODBC compatible 
data sources. Full form data access ob- 
jects 

dark fibre /,da:k 'farba/ noun an optical 
fibre that is not carrying a signal, often one 
that has just been installed but has not yet 
been used 

DASD /,di: e1 es 'di:/ noun a storage me- 
dium whose memory locations can be di- 
rectly read or written to. Full form direct 
access storage device 

DAT /,di: et 'ti:/ noun a compact cassette, 
smaller than an audio cassette, that pro- 
vides a system of recording sound as dig- 
ital information onto magnetic tape with 
very high-quality reproduction. Full form 
digital audio tape (NOTE: It is also used 
as a high-capacity tape backup system 
that can store 1.3 Gb of data; sound is re- 
corded at a sample rate of either 32, 44.1 
or 48 KHz to provide up to two hours of 
CD-quality sound.) 

data /'dertə/ noun a collection of facts 
made up of numbers, characters and sym- 


data access language 
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bols, stored on a computer in such a way 
that it can be processed by the computer 
data area amount of storage space that 
contains data (rather than instructions) 


COMMENT: Data is different from information in 
that it is facts stored in machine-readable 
form. When the facts are processed by the 
computer into a form that can be understood 
by people, the data becomes information. 


data access language /,deito 
'ækses ,langwid3/ noun a language de- 
veloped by the Apple Computer Corpora- 
tion and used to query a database, based on 
SQL. Abbr DAL 

data access management /,deito 
'ækses mzenid3mont/ noun the process 
of regulating the users who can access 
stored data 

data access objects /,dertə 'ekses 
,Dbjekts/ noun full form of DAO 

data acquisition /‘deita ekwi 
\Z1J(a)n/ noun the process of gathering 
data about a subject 

data adapter unit /,deito ə'dæptə 
,Ju:mit/ noun a device that interfaces a 
CPU to one or more communications 
channels 

data administrator /deito od 
‘ministreito/ noun a control section of a 
database management system 

data aggregate /‘deita ,ægrıgət/ 
noun a collection of items of data that are 
related 

data analysis /,deits ə'næləsıs/ noun 
the process of extracting information and 
results from data 

databank /'dertəbæņpk/ noun 1. a large 
amount of data stored in a structured form 
2. a store of personal records in a computer 
database /'deitabets/ noun an integrat- 
ed collection of files of data stored in a 
structured form in a large memory, which 
can be accessed by one or more users at 
different terminals 


‘This information could include hypertext references 
to information held within a computer database, or 
spreadsheet formulae.’ [Computing] 


database administrator /,dettobets 
od'ministreit9/ noun full form of DBA 
database engine /‘deitabets ,end3m/ 
noun a program that provides an interface 
between a program written to access the 
functions of a DBMS and the DBMS 
database language /'dertəbers 
langwid3/ noun any one of a series of 
languages, e.g. data description language, 
that makes up a database management sys- 
tem 














database machine /,dertəbers mə 
'firn/ noun a hardware and software com- 
bination designed for the rapid processing 
of database information 

database management system 
/,deitobers 'mzenid3mont ,sistom/, da- 
tabase manager /,deitabeis 'mzenid30/ 
noun full form of DBMS 

database mapping /'dertəbers 
‚mæp1y/ noun a description of the way in 
which the records and fields in a database 
are related 

database schema /,dertəbers 
'skirma/ noun a way in which a database 
is organised and structured 

database server /idertəbers 's3:vo/ 
noun a piece of database management 
software that runs on a server computer on 
a network and is used in a client-server 
system (NOTE: The user works with client 
software that formats and displays data 
that is retrieved by the server software.) 

database system /'dertəbers 
,Sistom/ noun a series of programs that al- 
lows the user to create, modify, manage 
and use a database and that often includes 
features such as a report writer or graphi- 
cal output of data 

data block /'dertə blok/ noun the set of 
all the data required for or from a process 

data break /'dertə bretk/ noun a mem- 
ory access operation by a peripheral that 
halts a CPU for one or more cycles while 
data is being transferred from memory to 
the device 

data buffer /'dertə ,bafa/ noun a tem- 
porary storage location for data received 
by a device that is not yet ready to process 
1t 

data bus /'dertə bas/ noun a bus carry- 
ing data between a CPU and memory and 
peripheral devices 

data capture /'dertə ,kæptfə/ noun the 
act of obtaining data, either by keyboard- 
ing or scanning, or often automatically 
from a recording device or peripheral O In 
July this year it signed a two-year out- 
sourcing and disaster-recovery deal ... for 
the operation and management of its Bir- 
mingham-based data-capture facility. 
[Computing] 

data carrier /'dertə ,kerio/ noun 1. a 
device or medium capable of storing data 
2. a waveform used as a carrier for data 
signals 

data carrier detect /,deito ,keria di 
'tekt/ noun full form of DCD 
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data cartridge /'dertə ,ka:trid3/ noun 
a cartridge that contains stored data 

data cassette /'dertə ka,set/ noun a 
special high-quality tape for storing data 
data chaining /'dertə ,tfemrm/ noun 
the process of storing one record that holds 
the address of the next in the list 

data channel /‘deita ,tfzen(a)l/ noun a 
communications link able to carry data 
signals 

data check /'dertə tfek/ noun an error 
in reading data due to a fault with the mag- 
netic medium 

data circuit /'dertə ,ss:kit/ noun a cir- 
cuit which allows bi-directional data com- 
munications 

data cleaning /‘deits ,kli:nm/ noun 
the process of removing errors from data 
data collection /'dertə kə,lekfən/ 
noun the act of receiving data from various 
sources, either directly from a data capture 
device or from a cartridge, and inserting it 
correctly in order into a database 

data collection platform /,deita kə 
‘lekfan ,platform/ noun a station that 
transmits collected data to a central point, 
usually via satellite 

data communications /,deito ko 
»mjurnt'ke1f(9)nz/ noun the transmission 
and reception of data rather than speech or 
images 

data communications buffer 
/,detto ka,mjurni'ketf(a)nz ,bafa/ noun 
a buffer on a receiver that allows a slow pe- 
ripheral to accept data from a fast periph- 
eral, without slowing either down 

data communications equipment 
/,derto ko, mju:ni'kerf(o)nz I 
.kwipmont/ noun equipment, e.g. a mo- 
dem, that receives or transmits data. Abbr 
DCE 

data communications network 
/dertə ko,mjurni'kerf(a)nz ,netwark/ 
noun a number of computers, terminals, 
operators and storage units connected to- 
gether to allow data transmission between 
devices or files or users 

data compacting /'dertə 
,‚kompæktıy/ noun the process of reduc- 
ing the storage space taken by data by cod- 
ing it in a more efficient way 

data compression /,detto kəm 
'pref(ə)n/ noun a means of reducing the 
size of blocks of data by removing spaces, 
empty sections and unused material 


data concentrator /'dertə 
iıkpns(ə)ntrertə/ noun a means of com- 
bining intermittent data from various lines 
and sending it along a single line in one go 
data connection /,dertə ko'nekf(o)n/ 
noun a link which joins two devices and 
allows data transmission 

data control /'dertə kən,trəul/ noun 
data management to and from a database 
or processing system 

data corruption /'dertə ko,rapf(a)n/ 
noun the introduction of errors into data 
through noise or faulty equipment O Data 
corruption occurs each time the motor is 
switched on. 

data delimiter /'dertə di: ,lımıtə/ noun 
a special symbol or character that marks 
the end of a file or data item 

data description language /,dertə 
di'skripfan ,langwid3/ noun full form 
of DDL 

data dictionary/directory /,dertə 
dik fən(ə)ri dat'rekt(9)ri/ noun full form 
of DD/D 

data division /'dertə di,v13(9)n/ noun 
a part of a COBOL program giving full 
definitions of the data types and structures 
data-driven /'dertə ,driv(a)n/ adjec- 
tive referring to computer architecture in 
which instructions are executed, once the 
relevant data has been received 

data element /‘deita ,elimont/ noun 
same as data item 

data element chain /,dertə 'elrmont 
itfern/ noun a group of data elements 
treated as a single element 

data encryption /'dertə n,kripf(a)n/ 
noun the process of encrypting data using 
a cipher system 

data encryption standard /,dertə in 
‘kripfan ,stændəd/ noun full form of 
DES 

data entry /,deita 'entri/ noun a meth- 
od of entering data into a system, usually 
using a keyboard but also direct from disks 
after data preparation 

data error /'dertə ,ero/ noun an error 
due to incorrect or illegal data 

data field /‘deita fi:ld/ noun a part of a 
computer instruction that contains the lo- 
cation of the data 

data file /'dertə farl/ noun a file contain- 
ing data, as opposed to a program file O 
Programs act upon data files. 

data flow /'dertə flau/ noun the move- 
ment of data through a system 
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data flowchart /\dertə 'floutfa:t/ 
noun a diagram used to describe a compu- 
ter or data processing system structure 
data flow diagram /'deito flav 
,datogrem/ noun full form of DFD 

data format /'dertə ,fo:mzt/ noun the 
set of rules defining the way in which data 
is stored or transmitted 

data glove /‘deits glav/ noun an elec- 
tronic glove that fits over a user’s hand and 
contains sensors that transmit the position 
of the user’s hand and fingers to a compu- 
ter; used in virtual reality systems 
datagram /'dertəgræm/ noun a packet 
of information in a packet switching sys- 
tem that contains its destination address 
and route 

data hierarchy /,dertto ‘hatorarki/ 
noun a data structure organised hierarchi- 
cally 

data highway /,derto 'harwe1/ noun a 
bus carrying the data signals in parallel 
form between the central processing unit 
and memory or external devices 

data independence /,deito ‚ındır 
‘pendons/ noun a structure of a database 
which can be changed without affecting 
what the user sees 

data input /,dertə 'nput/ noun data 
transferred into a computer, from an I/O 
port or peripheral 

data input bus /,dertə 'mput ,bas/ 
noun full form of DIB 1 

data integrity /,derto m'tegriti/ noun 
the state of data which has not been cor- 
rupted by damage or errors 

data interchange format /,dertə 
‘intotfernd3z ,formet/ noun a de facto 
standard method of storing spreadsheet 
formula and data in a file. Abbr DIF 

data item /'dertə ,attam/ noun one unit 
of data, e.g. the quantity of items in stock, 
a person’s name, age or occupation. Also 
called data element 

data jack /'dertə d3æk/ noun a plug that 
allows a modem to be connected directly 
to the telephone system 

data level /‘deita ,lev(a)l/ noun a posi- 
tion of a data item within a database struc- 
ture 

data link /'dertə link/ noun a connec- 
tion between two devices to allow the 
transmission of data 

data link control /,derta link kon 
'trəul/ noun a protocol and rules used to 


define the way in which data is transmitted 
or received 
data link layer /'dertə lık ,lera/ noun 
the second layer in the ISO/OSI defined 
network that sends transmits packets of 
data to the next link and deals with error 
correction (NOTE: This layer is normally 
split into two further sub-layers, medium 
access control and logical link control.) 
data logging /'dertə ,lngin/ noun auto- 
matic data collection 
data management /'detta 
smenid3mont/ noun maintenance and 
upkeep of a database 
data manipulation language / deito 
moa,nipju'lerf(a)n langwid3/ noun a 
piece of database software that allows the 
user to access, store and change data. Abbr 
DML 
data medium /'dertə ,mi:diəm/ noun a 
medium which allows data to be stored or 
displayed, e.g. a VDU, magnetic disk or 
screen 
data migration /,dertə mar'grerf(ə)n/ 
noun the process of moving data between 
a high priority or on-line device to a low- 
priority or off-line device 
data mining /‘detto ,marnıy/ noun the 
task of searching a database in order to 
find previously unknown patterns and re- 
lationships within the data it contains, e.g. 
searching a retailer’s database to find cus- 
tomers who share an interest in a particular 
activity 
‘Both companies specialise in decision support, sta- 
tistical analysis and data mining.’ [The Guardian] 
data name /'dertə nerm/ noun a group 
of characters used to identify one item of 
data O Problems occur if an ambiguous 
data name is chosen. 
data network /'dertə ,netw3:k/ noun a 
networking system which transmits data 
data origination  /'dertə 9 
rıdgınerf(ə)n/ noun the conversion of 
data from its original form to one which 
can be read by a computer 
data path /'dertə pa:6/ noun a bus or set 
of connections over which data is trans- 
mitted 
dataplex /'dertəpleks/ noun multiplex- 
ing of data signals 
data pointer /'dertə ,pomts/ noun a 
register containing the location of the next 
item of data 
dataport /‘dettapo:t/ noun a socket for 
connecting a laptop computer to the Inter- 
net 
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data preparation /,deito preps 
'rerf(a)n/ noun the conversion of data into 
a machine-readable form, usually by key- 
boarding, before data entry 

data processing /,deito 'prausesiy/ 
noun the process of selecting and examin- 
ing data in a computer to produce informa- 
tion in a special form. Abbr dp, DP 


data processing manager /,deito 
‘prousesin ,mzenid3a/ noun a person 
who runs a computer department 


data projector /'dertə pro,d3ekto/ 
noun a device that uses three large col- 
oured lights, red, green and blue, to project 
a colour image output from a computer 
onto a large screen 


data protection /‘deita prə,tekfən/ 
noun the procedure of making sure that 
data is not copied by an unauthorised user 


Data Protection Act /,derto pra 
'tekJon ,ekt/ noun a piece of legislation 
passed in 1984 in the UK that requires any 
owner of a database that contains personal 
details to register 


data rate /'dertə rert/ noun the maxi- 
mum rate at which data is processed or 
transmitted in a synchronous system, usu- 
ally equal to the system clock rate 

data record /'dertə ,reko:d/ noun one 
record containing data for use with a pro- 
gram 


data reduction /,detto ri'dakJon/ 
noun the production of compact, useful 
data from raw data 


data register /'dertə ,red31sta/ noun 
an area within a CPU used to store data 
temporarily before it is processed 


data reliability /'dertə ri1,larabiliti/ 
noun a measure of the number of data 
words with errors compared to the total 
number of words 


data retrieval /,deita ri'tri:v(a)l/ noun 
the process of searching, selecting and 
reading data from a stored file 

data routing /'dertə ,ru:tm/ noun the 
process of defining the path to be taken by 
a message in a network 

data security /'dertə s1,kjuariti/ noun 
protection of data against corruption or un- 
authorised users 

dataset /‘dettaset/ noun US same as 
modem (US) 

data set ready /,dertə set 'redi/ noun 
full form of DSR 


data sharing /'dertə eorm/ noun a 
facility allowing one file or set of data to 
be accessed by several users 

data signalling rate /,deito 
'sıgn(ə)ly ,rert/ noun the total amount of 
data that is transmitted through a system 
per second 

data signals /'dertə ,sıgn(ə)lz/ plural 
noun electrical or optical pulses or wave- 
forms that represent binary data 

data sink /'dertə styk/ noun a device in 
a data terminal which receives data 

data source /'dexrtə so:s/ noun a device 
in a data terminal which sends data 

data space transfer protocol 
/,derta speis 'treensf3: ,prautakpl/ noun 
full form of DSTP 

data station /'dertə ,sterf(9)n/ noun a 
point that contains a data terminal and a 
data circuit 

data storage /‘deito ,sto:rid3/ noun a 
medium able to store data, especially in 
large quantities 

data stream /'dertə stri:m/ noun a set 
of data transmitted serially one bit or char- 
acter at a time 

data strobe /‘derta straub/ noun a sig- 
nal indicating that valid data is on the data 
bus 

data structure /'dertə ,straktfa/ noun 
a number of related items that are treated 
as one by the computer (NOTE: For exam- 
ple, in an address book record, the 
name, address and telephone number 
form separate entries that would be proc- 
essed as one by the computer.) 

data switching exchange /,dertə 
'swit fin 1ks,tfernd3/ noun a device used 
to direct and switch data between lines 
data tablet /'dertə ,teablot/ noun » 
graphics tablet 

data terminal /'dertə ,ts:min(a)l/ 
noun a device that is able to display and 
transmit or receive data O A printer is a 
data terminal for computer output. 

data terminal equipment /'dertə 
,t3:mim(a)l 1,kwrpmont/ noun full form 
of DTE 

data terminal ready /,dertə 
,t3:min(9)l 'redi/ noun full form of DTR 
data transaction /'derttə træn 
,zækfən/ noun one complete operation on 
data 

data transfer rate /deito 'trensfs: 
‚rert/ noun the rate at which data is moved 
from one point to another 
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data translation /‘deita trans 
slerf(@yn/ noun the conversion of data 
from one system format to another 

data transmission /'dertə trenz 
imif(a)n/ noun the process of sending 
data from one location to another over a 
data link 

data type /'dertə tarp/ noun a category 
of data which can be stored in a register, 
e.g. a string or number 

data validation /'dertə ,veliderf(o)n/ 
noun the process of checking data for er- 
rors and relevance in a situation 

data vetting /'dertə ,vetin/ noun the 
process of checking data as it is input, for 
errors and validity 

data warehouse /'dertə ,weshaus/ 
noun a database used for analysing the 
overall strategy of a business rather than its 
routine operations 

data word /'dertə w3:d/ noun a piece of 
data stored as a single word 

data word length /,dertə 'wa:d ,len6/ 
noun the number of bits that make up a 
word in a computer 

DAT drive /'dæt dratv/ noun a mechan- 
ical drive that records data onto a DAT and 
retrieves data from a tape O We use a DAT 
drive as the backup device for our net- 
work. 

date /dert/ noun the current day, month 
and year stored on your computer O to 
keep something up to date to keep adding 
information to something so that it is al- 
ways up to date O We spend a lot of time 
keeping our files up to date. 

date-time /,deit 'tarm/ noun the current 
time and date stored on your computer 
(NOTE: Each PC has a tiny battery inside 
it that allows one area of memory to store 
the current time and date. If you need to 
change the time or date in Windows, use 
the Control Panel feature.) 

daughter board /'do:ta bo:d/ noun an 
add-on board that connects to a system 
motherboard 

daylight saving time /,derlait 'servin 
,tarm/ noun a scheme that defines changes 
in time over the course of a year, which in 
the UK involves moving the clocks for- 
ward by one hour at a particular date in 
spring and backward by one hour at a par- 
ticular date in the autumn (NOTE: Windows 
will automatically detect if the system 
time and date needs to be adjusted and 
either effect it or warn you.) 

dB abbr decibel 














DBA / di: bi: 'e1/ noun a person in charge 
of running and maintaining a database sys- 
tem. Full form database administrator 
DB connector /,di: bi: ka'nekta/ noun 
a D-shape connector normally with two 
rows of pins used to connect devices that 
transfer data O The most common DB con- 
nectors are DB-9, DB-25 and DB-50 with 
9, 25 and 50 connections respectively. Full 
form data bus connector 

DBMS / di: bi: em 'es/ noun a series of 
programs that allow the user to create and 
modify databases easily. Full form data- 
base management system. Also called 
database manager 

DC abbr direct current 

DCA /,di: si: 'e1/ noun a document for- 
mat defined by IBM that allows docu- 
ments to be exchanged between computer 
systems. Full form document content 
architecture 

DCC / di: si: 'si:/ noun a magnetic tape in 
a compact cassette box that is used to store 
computer data or audio signals in a digital 
format. Full form digital compact cas- 
sette 

DCD / di: si: 'di:/ noun an RS232C sig- 
nal from a modem to a computer indicat- 
ing a carrier is being received O The call is 
stopped if the software does not receive a 
DCD signal from the modem. Full form 
data carrier detect 

DCE abbr data communications equip- 
ment 

DCE rate /,di: si: ‘i: rert/ plural noun 
the number of bits of information that a 
modem can transmit per second over a tel- 
ephone line, e.g. 36,600 bps (NOTE: This is 
not the same as the DTE rate which 
measures how fast a modem can ex- 
change data with another PC and takes 
into account data compression.) 

DCOM /'di: kom/ noun an enhanced ver- 
sion of the COM specification that allows 
applications to access objects over a net- 
work or over the Internet. Full form dis- 
tributed component object model 

DC signalling /,di: si: 'stgn(a)lin/ 
noun a method of communications using 
pulses of current over a wire circuit, like a 
telegraph system 

DCT abbr discrete cosine transform 

DD abbr double density 

DDC /,di: diz 'si:/ noun a machine oper- 
ated automatically by machine. Full form 
direct digital control 
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DD/D /,di: di: 'di:/ noun a piece of soft- 
ware which gives a list of types and forms 
of data contained in a database. Full form 
data dictionary/directory 

DDE /,di: di: 'i:/ noun 1. the keying in of 
data directly onto disk. Full form direct 
data entry 2. a method in which two ac- 
tive programs can exchange data, one pro- 
gram asking the operating system to create 
a link between the two programs. Full 
form dynamic data exchange 

DDL /,di: di: 'el/ noun a part of database 
system software which describes the struc- 
ture of the system and data O Many of 
DDL’s advantages come from the fact that 
it is a second generation language. Full 
form data description language 

DDP /,di: di: 'pi:/ noun the process of de- 
riving information from data which is kept 
in different places. Full form distributed 
data processing 

DDR memory /,di: di: a: 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun the set of electronic memory compo- 
nents used for RAM storage in computers 
and peripherals. Full form double data 
rate memory 

dead /ded/ adjective referring to a com- 
puter or piece of equipment that does not 
function 

deaden /'ded(ə)n/ verb to make a sound 
or colour less sharp O Acoustic hoods are 
used to deaden the noise of printers. 
dead halt /'ded ho:lt/ noun a program 
instruction from the user or an error that 
causes the program to stop without allow- 
ing recovery 

dead key /'ded ki:/ plural noun any one 
of the keys on a keyboard that cause a 
function rather than a character to occur, 
e.g. the shift key 

deadlock /'ded,lvk/, deadly embrace 
/‘dedli 1m'breis/ noun a situation in 
which two users want to access the same 
two resources at the same time and one re- 
source is assigned to each user, leaving 
neither able to use the other 

deadstart /'dedsta:t/ verb same as 
cold boot 

dead time /'ded tarm/ noun a period of 
time between two events in which nothing 
happens, to ensure that they do not inter- 
fere with each other O Efficient job man- 
agement minimises dead time. 

deal /di:l/ noun a business agreement or 
contract W verb o to deal with something 
to organise or handle something O Leave it 
to the DP manager — he’|l deal with it. 














deallocate /di:'zlokert/ verb to free re- 
sources previously allocated to a job, proc- 
ess or peripheral O When a reset button is 
pressed all resources are deallocated. 
(NOTE: deallocates - deallocating - 
deallocated) 
debit /‘debit/ noun a bit transmission 
rate that is twice the baud rate 
deblock /di:'blok/ verb to return a 
stored block of data to its original form of 
individual records 
de-bounce /di: 'bauns/ noun the proc- 
ess of preventing a single touch on a key 
from giving multiple key contact 
de-bounce circuit /di: 'bauns ,sa:kit/ 
noun an electronic circuit that prevents a 
key contact from producing more than one 
signal when pressed 
debug /di:'bag/ verb to test a program 
and locate and correct any faults or errors 
O They spent weeks debugging the system. 
(NOTE: debugging — debugged) 
‘Further questions, such as how you debug an appli- 
cation built from multi- sourced software to run on 
multisourced hardware, must be resolved at this 
stage.’ [Computing] 


DEBUG /di:'bag/ noun an MS-DOS 
software utility that allows a user to view 
the contents of binary files and assemble 
small assembly-language programs 
debugged program = _/,di:bagd 
‘prougrem/ noun a piece of software that 
works correctly and in which all the mis- 
takes have been removed or corrected 
debugger /di:'bago/ noun a piece of 
software that helps a programmer find 
faults or errors in a program 

decade /‘dekerd/ noun a set of ten items 
or events 

decay /di'ke1/ noun the process of a 
sound signal fading away O With a short 
decay, it sounds very sharp. 
deceleration time /di:,selo're1f(s)n 
,tarm/ noun the time taken for an access 
arm to come to a stop after it has moved to 
the correct location over the surface of a 
hard disk 

decentralised computer network 
/dit,sentra,laizd kom'pju:ta/, decen- 
tralized computer network noun a net- 
work where the control is shared between 
several computers 

decentralised data processing /di: 
sentra,laizd 'derto/, decentralized 
data processing noun data processing 
and storage carried out at each location 
rather than in one central location 


decibel 





decibel /‘destbel/ noun a unit for meas- 
uring the power of a sound or the strength 
of a signal. Abbr dB (NOTE: The decibel 
scale is logarithmic.) 

deciding factor /dı, sardı) 'fæktə/ 
noun the most important factor which in- 
fluences someone’s decision O The decid- 
ing factor was the superb graphics. 
decimal tabbing /,destm(a)I 'tæb1p/ 
noun the process of adjusting a column of 
numbers so that the decimal points are ver- 
tically aligned 

decimal tab key /,desim(oa)I 'tæb ,ki:/ 
noun a key for entering decimal numbers, 
using a word-processor, so that the deci- 
mal points are automatically vertically 
aligned 

decimal-to-binary conversion 
/,desim(a)l ta ,bamoeri kon'v3:f(a)n/ 
noun the process of converting a decimal 
number into a binary digit, i.e. base 10 into 
base 2 

decipher /di'sarfa/ verb to convert an 
encrypted or encoded message (cipher- 
text) into the original message (plaintext). 
Opposite encipher 

decision box /di's13(9)n boks/ noun a 
graphical symbol used in a flowchart to in- 
dicate that a decision is to be made and a 
branch or path or action carried out ac- 
cording to the result 

decision circuit /di's13(9)n_,sarkit/ 
noun a logical circuit that operates on bi- 
nary inputs, producing an output accord- 
ing to the function set in hardware 
decision instruction /di's13(0)n in 
,Strakfon/ noun a conditional program 
instruction that directs control by provid- 
ing the location of the next instruction to 
be executed if a condition is met 
decision support system /dı 
,S13(9)n So'poit ,sistom/ noun a suite of 
programs that helps a manager reach deci- 
sions using previous decisions, informa- 
tion and other databases 

decision table /di's13(9)n _,te1b(a)l/ 
noun a chart that shows the relationships 
between certain variables and actions 
available when various conditions are met 
decision tree /di's13(9)n tri:/ noun a 
graphical representation of a decision ta- 
ble showing possible paths and actions if 
different conditions are met 
declaration /,deklo'retf(a)n/ noun a 
statement within a program that informs 
the compiler or interpreter of the form, 
type and size of a particular element, con- 


stant or variable. Also called declarative 
statement 

declarative language /di,klerativ 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage, usually in a database application, in 
which you enter what you want to achieve, 
rather than instructions 

declare /di'klea/ verb to define a com- 
puter program variable or to set a variable 
equal to a number O He declared at the 
start of the program that X was equal to 
nine. (NOTE: declares — declaring — de- 
clared) 

decode /di:'kaud/ verb to translate en- 
coded data back to its original form (NOTE: 
decodes — decoding — decoded) 
decoder /di:'kauda/ noun a program or 
device used to convert data into another 
form 

decode unit /di:'koud ,ju:nıt/ noun a 
part of a microprocessor that translates a 
complex instruction into a simple form 
that the ALU part of the processor can un- 
derstand and process 

decollate /,di:ka'lert/ verb to separate 
continuous stationery into single sheets 
decollator /,di:ko'lerto/ noun a ma- 
chine used to separate continuous station- 
ery into single sheets or to split 2-part or 3- 
part stationery into separate parts 
decompilation /di:,knmpr'le1f(9)n/ 
noun the conversion of a compiled pro- 
gram in object code into a source language 
O fast incremental compilation and de- 
compilation 

decompiler /,di:kom'patlo/ noun a 
computer program that translates basic 
machine code back into high-level source 
code 

decompress /,di:kom'pres/ verb 1. to 
take electronic data that has been com- 
pressed and expand it to its normal extent 
2. to be expanded to its normal extent 
again after being compressed O Such files 
decompress easily. 

decompression /,di:kəm'pref(ə)n/ 
noun the process of expanding a com- 
pressed image or data file so that it can be 
viewed 

decrement /‘dekrimont/ verb to sub- 
tract a set number from a variable O The 
register contents were decremented until 
they reached zero. 

decrypt /di:'kript/ verb to convert en- 
crypted data back into its original form 
decryption /di:'kripf(o)n/ noun the 
converting of encrypted data back into its 


deflect 





original form O Decryption is done using 
hardware to increase speed. 

dedicated /'dedikertid/ adjective refer- 
ring to a program, procedure or system 
that is reserved for a particular use O 
There’s only one dedicated graphics work- 
station in this network. 


‘The PBX is changing from a dedicated proprietary 
hardware product into an open application software 
development platform.’ [Computing] 


dedicated channel  /dedikeitid 
'tfæn(ə)l/ noun a communications line re- 
served for a particular use 

dedicated computer /,dedrkertıd 
kəm'pju:tə/ noun a computer that is only 
used for a single special purpose 
dedicated line /,dedikertid 'larn/ 
noun a telephone line that provides a com- 
puter or network with a permanent con- 
nection to the Internet 

dedicated logic /,dedikeitid 'lnd3rk/ 
noun a logical function implemented in 
hardware design, usually for only one task 
or circuit O The person appointed should 
have a knowledge of micro-based hard- 
ware and dedicated logic O The dedicated 
logic cuts down the chip count. 
dedicated print server /,dedikertid 
‘print ,s3ivo/ noun a computer on a net- 
work connected to a printer with the sole 
task of managing print jobs and print 
queues of users on the network 
dedicated word-processor 
/,dedikeitid 'w3:d ,prausesa/ noun a 
computer which has been configured spe- 
cially for word-processing and which can- 
not run any other programs 

de facto standard /der fektov 
'stændəd/ noun a design, method or sys- 
tem which is so widely used that it has be- 
come a standard but has not been officially 
recognised by any committee 

default /dr'fo:lt/, noun a predefined 
course of action or value that is assumed 
unless the operator alters it 

default drive /dr'fo:lt dratv/ noun a 
disk drive that is accessed first in a multi- 
disk system, to try and load the operating 
system or a program O The operating sys- 
tem allows the user to select the default 
drive. 

default option /di,fo:lt 'ppfan/ noun a 
preset value or option that is to be used if 
no other value has been specified 
default palette /di,fo:lt 'pælət/ noun 
the range of colours used on a particular 
system if no other is specified (NOTE: A 


user or application can often change the 
default palette to create an individual 
range of colours.) 

default printer /di,fo:lt 'prmto/ noun 
a printer that is used unless another is 
specified, in systems that allow several 
printers to be defined 

default rate /di,fo:lt 'rert/ noun the 
baud rate in a modem that is used if no oth- 
er is selected 

default response /di,fo:lt r1'spons/ 
noun a value that is used if the user does 
not enter new data 

default value /di,fo:lt 'velju:/ noun a 
value which is automatically used by the 
computer if no other value has been speci- 
fied O Screen width has a default value of 
80. 


‘The default values of columns cannot be set in the 
database schema, so different applications can trash 
the database.’ [Computing] 


defective sector /di,fektiv 'sektə/ 
nouna fault with a hard disk in which data 
cannot be correctly read from a particular 
sector (NOTE: It could be caused by a 
damaged disk surface or faulty head 
alignment.) 

defect skipping /‘di:fekt ,skrpıņ/ 
noun a means of identifying and labelling 
defective magnetic tracks during manufac- 
ture so that they will not be used, pointing 
instead to the next good track to be used 
defensive computing /di,fensiv 
kom'pju:tiy/ noun a method of program- 
ming that takes into account any problems 
or errors that might occur 

deferred addressing /difsid ə 
‘dresin/ noun indirect addressing, in 
which the location accessed contains the 
address of the operand to be processed 
deferred mode /di'fs:d maud/ noun 
the process of entering a command as a 
program line, then executing the program 
deferred printing /di,fs:d 'printim/ 
noun the process of delaying the printing 
of a document until a later time 

define /di'fatn/ verb 1. to assign a value 
to a variable O All the variables were de- 


fined at initialisation. 2. to assign the char- 


acteristics of processes or data to some- 
thing (NOTE: defines — defining — defined) 
definition /,defi'ntf(a)n/ noun 1. the 
ability of a screen to display fine detail 2. 
a value or formula assigned to a variable or 
label 

deflect /di'flekt/ verb to change the di- 
rection of an object or beam 
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deflection yokes /d'flekf(a)n jaukz/ 
plural noun magnetic coils around a cath- 
ode ray tube used to control the position of 
the picture beam on the screen 

DEFRAG /'di:fræg/ noun a defragmen- 
tation utility supplied with MS-DOS 
defragmentation /,di:freegmen 
'terf(ə)n/ noun the reorganisation of files 
scattered across non-contiguous sectors on 
a hard disk 


COMMENT: When a file is saved to disk, it is not 
always saved in adjacent sectors. This will in- 
crease the retrieval time. Defragmentation 
moves files back into adjacent sectors so that 
the read head does not have to move far 
across the disk, and it increases performance. 


defragmentation utility 
/,dirfreegmen'terf(o)n jur,tiliti/ noun a 
software utility that carries out the process 
of defragmentation on a hard disk 
degauss /di:'gaus/ verb to remove un- 
wanted magnetic fields and effects from 
magnetic tape, disks or read/write heads O 
The r/w heads have to be degaussed each 
week to ensure optimum performance. 
degausser /di:'gauso/ noun a device 
used to remove unwanted magnetic fields 
from a disk, tape or recording head 
degradation /,degro'de1f(9)n/ noun 1. 
the loss of picture or signal quality 2. the 
loss of processing capacity because of a 
malfunction 

dejagging /di:'d3zgi/ noun same as 
anti-aliasing 

DEL /del/ noun an MS-DOS command to 
delete a file O To delete all files with the 
extension BAK, use the command DEL or 
.BAK. Full form delete 

delay line /dr'let latn/ noun a device 
that causes a signal to take a certain time in 
crossing it 

delay line store /dī'le1 lam ,sto:/ noun 
an outdated method of storing serial data 
as sound or pulses in a delay line, the data 
being constantly read, regenerated and fed 
back into the input 

delay vector /di'ler ,vekta/ noun the 
time that a message will take to pass from 
one packet switching network node to an- 
other 

delete /dr'li:t/ verb 1. to cut out words in 
a document 2. to remove text, data or a file 
from a storage device O The word-proces- 
sor allows us to delete the whole file by 
pressing this key. Full form of DEL (NOTE: 
deletes — deleting — deleted) 


COMMENT: When you delete a file, you are not 
actually erasing it but making its space on disk 


available for another file by instructing the op- 
erating system to ignore the file by inserting a 
special code in the file header and deleting 
the entry from the directory. 


delete character /dili:t 'kærrktə/ 
noun a special code used to indicate data 
or text to be removed 

deletion /di'li:f(a)n/ noun 1. the mak- 
ing of a cut in a document O The editors 
asked the author to make several deletions 
in the last chapter. 2. a piece of text re- 
moved from a document 

deletion record /di'li:{(9)n ,reko:d/ 
noun a record containing new data which 
is to be used to update or delete data in a 
master record 

deletion tracking /dr'li:f(o)n ,trek1p/ 
noun a method of allowing deleted files to 
be undeleted by monitoring the sectors on 
disk for a period of time in case the file 
was deleted by mistake 

delimit /di:'lımıt/ verb to set up the size 
of data using delimiters 

delimited-field file /di:,lımıtd fi:ld 
‘fail/ noun a data file in which each field 
is separated by a special character, often a 
tab character or comma, and each record is 
separated by a carriage return or a second 
special character 

delimiter /di:'lımıtə/ noun 1. a charac- 
ter or symbol used to indicate to a lan- 
guage or program the start or end of data or 
a record or information 2. the boundary 
between an instruction and its argument 
delivery system /dı,lıv(ə)ri 'ststom/ 
noun the combination of hardware and 
software required to play a particular mul- 
timedia title 

DEL key /'del ki:/ noun a key on a key- 
board that moves the cursor back one char- 
acter space and deletes any character at 
that position O To remove a word from the 
screen, press the DEL key repeatedly. 
Delphi /‘delfi:/ a commercial online in- 
formation provider that provides subscrib- 
ers with access to its own databases and 
access to the Internet 

delta clock /‘delta klok/ noun a clock 
that provides timing pulses to synchronise 
a system, and will restart a computer or 
circuit, with an interrupt signal, that has 
had an error or entered an endless loop or 
faulty state 

delta frame /‘delts ,frerm/ noun a vid- 
eo frame that contains only the pixel infor- 
mation that has changed since the last 
frame of the sequence, used to save space 
when storing video on disk 
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delta YUV /,delta ,war ju: 'vi:/ noun 
full form of DYUV 

demagnetise, demagnetize verb to 
remove stray or unwanted magnetic fields 
from a disk, tape or recording head (NOTE: 
demagnetises — demagnetising — de- 
magnetised) 

demagnetiser, demagnetizer noun a 
device which demagnetises a disk, tape or 
recording head O He used the demagnetis- 
er to degauss the tape heads. 

demand assigned multiple ac- 
cess /di,maind oa,saind ,maltip(o)l 
'ækses/ noun a means of switching in cir- 
cuits as and when they are required. Abbr 
DAMA 

demand fetching /di'ma:nd fet f19/ 
noun a virtual page management system in 
which the pages are selected as required 
demand paging /di'ma:nd ,perd31n/ 
noun system software that retrieves pages 
in a virtual memory system from backing 
store when it is required 

demand processing /dr'ma:nd 
,prousesıg/ noun the processing of data 
when it appears, rather than waiting 
demand protocol architecture /dı 
mand ,provtəkol 'aikıtektfə/ noun 
full form of DPA 

demand reading/writing /d1,ma:nd 
irdin 'rartıy/ noun a direct data transfer 
between a processor and storage 
demand staging /di'ma:nd ,sterd31m/ 
noun the process of moving files or data 
from a secondary storage device to a fast 
access device when required by a database 
program 

demarcation /,di:ma:'ke1f(9)n/ noun 
the process of showing the difference be- 
tween two areas 

democratic network /,demokretik 
'‘netws:k/ noun a synchronised network 
in which each station has equal priority 
demodulation = /di:,mpdju'lerf(9)n/ 
noun the recovery of the original signal 
from a received modulated carrier wave 
demonstration model /,demon 
‘strerf(a)n ,mpd(a)l/ noun a piece of 
equipment in a shop, used to show custom- 
ers how the equipment works 
demonstration software 
/,demonstretf(9)n 'spftwea/ noun soft- 
ware that shows what an application is like 
to use and what it can do, without imple- 
menting all the functions O The company 
gave away demonstration software that 


lets you do everything except save your da- 
ta. 

demultiplex /di:'maltrpleks/ verb to 
split one channel into the original signals 
that were combined at source 
demultiplexor /di:'maltrplekso/ noun 
a device that separates out the original 
multiplexed signals from one channel 
denial-of-service attack /di,natol ov 
's3ivis ə,tæk/ noun an illegal action in 
which a great deal of data is sent to a com- 
puter system from many sources at the 
same in an attempt to overload the system 
and put it out of action 

dense index /dens 'tndeks/ noun a da- 
tabase index containing an address or en- 
try for every item or entry in the database 
dense list /‘dens l1st/ noun a list that 
has no free space for new records 
density /'densiti/ noun the amount of 
data that can be packed into a space 


‘...diode lasers with shorter wavelengths will make 
doubling of the bit and track densities possible’ 
[Byte] 

COMMENT: Scanner software produces vari- 
ous shades of grey by using different densi- 
ties or arrangements of black and white dots 
and/or different size dots. 


departmental LAN /,di:pa:t 'ment(a)l 
læn/ noun a small local network used to 
connect a group of people that are working 
in the same department or office and al- 
lows the users to share files, printers and 
other resources. ù LAN, peer-to-peer 
network 

dependent /di'pendont/ adjective 
which is variable because of a particular 
factor O A process which is dependent on 
the result of another process. 

deposit /di'ppzit/ noun a printout of the 
contents of all or a selected area of memo- 
ry Œ verb to write data into a register or 
storage location 

deposition /,depa'zif(a)n/ noun a 
process by which a surface of a semicon- 
ductor is coated with a thin layer of a sub- 
stance 

depth cueing /‘dep@ ,kju:m/ noun (in 
graphics) a method of changing the hue 
and colour of an object to reflect its depth 
in a three-dimensional scene 

deque /,di: 'i: ,kju:/ noun same as dou- 
ble ended queue 

derivation graph  /,dert'verf(a)n 
gra:f/ noun a structure within a global da- 
tabase that provides information on the 
rules and paths used to reach any element 
or item of data 


derive 
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derive /di'ratv/ verb to come from a 
source O The results are derived from the 
raw data. (NOTE: derives — deriving — de- 
rived) 

DES /,di: i: 'es/ noun a standard devel- 
oped by the US Government for a high-se- 
curity block data cipher system. Full form 
data encryption standard. Compare 
public key encryption 

descender /di'senda/ noun a part of a 
printed letter that is below the line 
de-scramble /di: 'skraemb(9)I/ verb to 
reassemble an original message or signal 
from its scrambled form 

de-scrambler /di: 'skræmblə/ noun a 
device which changes a scrambled mes- 
sage back to its original, clear form 
description list /di'skripfon list/ 
noun a list of data items and their at- 
tributes 

descriptor /di'skripto/ noun a code 
used to identify a filename or program 
name or to pass code to a file 

deselect / di:si'lekt/ verb to cancel the 
selection of an option or of data on a menu 
or list on a computer screen 

design parameters /di'zain po 
reemitoz/ plural noun specifications for 
the design of a product 

desk accessory /'desk ək,sesəri/ 
noun an add-in Apple Mac utility that en- 
hances the system O We have installed sev- 
eral desk accessories that help us manage 
our fonts. Abbr DA 

desk check /‘desk t fek/ noun a dry run 
of a program 

desktop /'desktpp/ adjective able to be 
placed on a desk W noun a GUI workspace 
that is a graphical representation of a real- 
life desktop, with icons for telephone, dia- 
ry, calculator, filing cabinet 


COMMENT: A desktop makes it easier for a new 
user to operate a computer, since he or she 
does not have to type in commands but in- 
stead can point at icons on the desktop using 
a mouse. 


Desktop background /,desktpp 
'‘bekgraund/ noun a pattern or image that 
is displayed by Windows as a backdrop 
desktop computer /,desktpp kom 
‘pju:to/, desktop computer system 
/,desktop kom'pju:ta ,sistam/ noun a 
small microcomputer system that can be 
placed on a desk 

Desktop file /,desktnp 'farl/ noun an 
Apple Mac system file used to store infor- 
mation about all the files on a disk or vol- 
ume, e.g. version, date, size and author 


Desktop icons /,desktpp 'arkpnz/ 
plural noun icons that are displayed on the 
Desktop 
desktop media /,desktop 'mi:dio/ 
plural noun a combination of presentation 
graphics, desktop publishing and multime- 
dia (NOTE: The term was originally used 
by Apple.) 
desktop presentations /,desktop 
\prez(9)n'terf(a)nz/ plural noun presen- 
tation graphics, text and charts produced 
and designed on a desktop personal com- 
puter 
desktop publishing /,desktop 
‘pablif1y/ noun full form of DTP 
“...desktop publishing or the ability to produce high- 
quality publications using a minicomputer, essential- 
ly boils down to combining words and images on 
pages’ [Byte] 
Desktop taskbar /,desktpp 
'tarskba:/ noun a status bar that is nor- 
mally displayed along the bottom of the 
screen in Windows 95 
desktop unit /,desktpp 'ju:nıt/ noun a 
computer or machine that will fit onto a 
desk 
desktop video /,desktop ‘vidiau/ 
noun full form of DTV 
despatch /di'spztf/ noun another 
spelling of dispatch 
despool /di:'spu:l/ verb to print out 
spooled files 
despotic network = /di,spptrk 
‘netwatk/ noun a network synchronised 
and controlled by one single clock 
destination address /destine1f(a)n 
a'dres/ noun the address of the node to 
which data is being transferred or sent 
destination object /,destmerf(a)n 
‘pbd3ekt/ noun the object or icon onto 
which you drop an object in a drag and 
drop operation 
destination page /,destri'nerf(a)n 
perd3/ noun a target page within a hyper- 
link O When a user clicks on the active ob- 


ject in a hyperlink, the software displays 


the destination page. 

destructive addition /di,straktiv ə 
'dif(a)n/ noun an addition operation in 
which the result is stored in the location of 
one of the operands used in the sum, so 
overwriting it 

destructive cursor  /di,straktiv 
'k31s9/ noun a cursor that erases the text 
as it moves over it O Reading the screen 
becomes difficult without a destructive 
cursor. 
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destructive read /di'straktiv ri:d/ 
noun a read operation in which the stored 
data is erased as it is retrieved 
destructive readout /di,straktiv 
'ri:daut/ noun full form of DRO 

detail file /‘di:tetl fatl/ noun a file con- 
taining records that are to be used to up- 
date a master file 

detail paper /‘di:terl ,perpo/ noun a 
thin transparent paper used for layouts and 
tracing 

detected error /di,tektid 'era/ noun 
an error noticed during a program run but 
not corrected 

deterministic /di,ts:mr'nisttk/ adjec- 
tive referring to a result that depends on 
the initial state and inputs of a process 
Deutsche Industrienorm /,doitSo 
‘industri:,no:m/ noun full form of DIN 
development software /di 
‘velapmont ,spftwea/ noun a suite of 
programs that helps a programmer write, 
edit, compile and debug new software 
development time /di'velopmont 
tarm/ noun the amount of time required to 
develop a new product 

device /dr'vats/ noun a small useful ma- 
chine or piece of equipment 


‘Users in remote locations can share ideas on the 
Liveboard through the use of a wireless pen-input 
device and network connections.’ [Computing] 


device address /di'vats 9,dres/ noun 
a location within the memory area that is 
used by a particular device (NOTE: The 
CPU can control the device by placing in- 
structions at this address.) 

device character control /d1,vais 
ikeerikto kon'traul/ noun a device con- 
trol using various characters or special 
combinations to instruct the device 
device code /di'vais kaud/ noun a 
unique identification and selection code 
for each peripheral 

device control character /d1,vais 
kon'troul ,kærıktə/ noun a special code 
sent in a transmission to a device to in- 
struct it to perform a special function 
device-dependent /di,vais dı 
‘pendont/ adjective referring to a soft- 
ware program that will only work on a cer- 
tain type of computer or with a certain type 
of device 

device driver /di'vats ,dratva/ noun 
same as driver 

device element /di'vats ,elimont/ 
noun data required for an MCI compound 


device, usually a data file, e.g. a WAVE file 
that is played back through a sound card 
device flag /di'vats flæg/ noun one bit 
in a device status word, used to show the 
state of a device 

device handler /d1,vais 
noun same as driver 
device-independent /di,vais ‚ındır 
‘pendont/ adjective referring to a pro- 
gramming technique that results in a pro- 
gram that is able to run with any peripheral 
hardware 

device independent bitmap /di 
vars ,Indipendont 'bitmep/ noun full 
form of DIB 2 

device manager /di'vais ,mæn1d3ə/ 
noun a piece of software, usually part of 
the operating system, that lets you change 
the settings or configure a device such as a 
printer or monitor (NOTE: In Windows 95 
and later, right-click on the My Computer 
icon on the Desktop and click on the De- 
vice Manager page tab — you can now 
see and manage all the devices connect- 
ed to your computer.) 

device name /di'vats nerm/ noun an 
abbreviation that denotes a port or I/O de- 
vice, e.g. COM for serial port, PRN for 
printer port or CON for keyboard and 
monitor 

device priority /di'vats prat,priti/ 
noun the importance of a peripheral device 
assigned by the user or central computer 
which dictates the order in which the CPU 
will serve an interrupt signal from it O The 
master console has a higher device priori- 
ty than the printers and other terminals. 
device queue /di'vats kju:/ nouna list 
of requests from users or programs to use 
a device 

device status word /di1,vats 'stertos 
,w3id/ noun full form of DSW O This rou- 
tine checks the device status word and will 
not transmit data if the busy bit is set. 
devise /di'vaiz/ verb to plan or build a 
system O They devised a cheap method to 
avoid the problem. (NOTE: devises — de- 
vising — devised) 

DFD /,di: ef 'di:/ noun a diagram used to 
describe the movement of data through a 
system. Full form data flow diagram 
DGIS /,di: d3i: ar 'es/ noun a standard 
graphics interface for video adapters, pri- 
marily used with the 340x0 range of 
graphics chips. Full form direct graphics 
interface standard 


'hændlə/ 


DHCP 
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DHCP / di: si: ert f 'pi:/ noun an TCP/IP 
protocol that is used to assign an Internet 
address to workstations and servers that 
are nodes in a network. Full form dynam- 
ic host configuration protocol (NOTE: A 
special server running DHCP software 
manages the process of assigning ad- 
dresses. A client computer can then ask 
this server for the address of another 
node on the network.) 

Dhrystone benchmark /,drarstoun 
‘bentfma:k/ noun a benchmarking sys- 
tem developed to try and measure and 
compare the performance of computers 
DIA/DCA /,di: ar et di: si: 'e1/ noun a 
standard method for the transmission and 
storage of documents, text and video over 
networks. It is part of the IBM SNA range 
of standards. Full form document inter- 
change architecture/document con- 
tent architecture 

diagnose /'datognouz/ verb to find the 
cause and effect of a fault in hardware or 
an error in software (NOTE: diagnoses — 
diagnosing — diagnosed) 

diagnosis /,datog'nousis/ noun the 
process of finding of a fault or discovering 
the cause of a fault 

diagnostic aid /,datognovstik 'erd/ 
noun a hardware or software device that 
helps to find faults 

diagnostic chip /,datognpstik 'tfrp/ 
noun a chip that contains circuits to carry 
out tests on other circuits or chips 
diagnostic error message 
/,datognostik 'era ,mesid3/ noun an ex- 
planatory line of text displayed when an 
error has been found 

diagnostic message /,datognpstik 
'mesid3/ noun a message that appears to 
explain the type, location and probable 
cause of a software error or hardware fail- 
ure 

diagnostic program /,datognpstik 
'prougræm/ noun a piece of software that 
helps find faults in a computer system 
diagnostic routine /,datognostrk ru: 
'tiin/ noun a routine in a program that 
helps to find faults in a computer system 
diagnostics /,datog'nvstiks/ plural 
noun functions or tests that help a user find 
faults in hardware or software 
diagnostic test /,datognostik 'test/ 
noun a means of locating faults in hard- 
ware and software by testing circuits or 
programs 


dialect /‘daralekt/ noun a slight variant 
of a standard language O This manufactur- 
er’s dialect of BASIC is a little different to 
the one I'm used to. 

Dialer /‘datala/ a Windows 95 utility 
that, if you have a modem connected to 
your PC, will dial telephone numbers for 
you. Also called Phone Dialer 

dial-in modem /,darəl ın 'moudem/ 
noun an auto-answer modem that can be 
called at any time to access a system 

dial modifier /‘datal ,mpdifato/ noun 
any one of a set of extra commands sent to 
a Hayes-compatible modem that instruct 
the modem to use a particular system 
when dialling a telephone number. ù AT 
command set (NOTE: For example, the 
command ‘ATDT123’ tells the modem to 
use tone-dialling to dial the number ‘123’) 
dialog box /'darəlog boks/ noun an on- 
screen message from a program to the user 
dialogue /‘datolng/, dialog noun con- 
versation between people, or an instance 
of this 

dialup noun an online information serv- 
ice that is accessed by dialling into the 
central computer. Also called dial-up 
service 

dial-up access /datol ap 'ækses/ 
noun a connection to the Internet that is 
not permanent but requires a modem or 
ISDN adapter to dial a telephone access 
number to connect to the Internet, as in 
making a normal telephone call 

dial-up connection /,datol ap ko 
'nekf(ə)n/ noun a connection that uses a 
standard telephone line or ISDN link to 
connect a computer to an ISP or another 
computer 

Dial-up Networking /,datal ap 
‘netws:kin/ noun the part of the Win- 
dows operating system that supports and 
manages a dial-up connection to a remote 
computer 

dial-up service /,datol ap 's3:vis/ 
noun same as dialup 

diaphragm /‘datofrem/ noun a thin 
flexible sheet that vibrates in response to 
sound waves to create an electrical signal, 
as in a microphone, or in response to elec- 
trical signals to create sound waves, as ina 
speaker 

DIB /,di: at 'bi:/ noun 1. a bus used when 
transferring data from one section of a 
computer to another, as between memory 
and CPU. Full form data input bus 2. a 
file format for a Windows graphics image 
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that consists of a header, colour table and 
bitmap data. Full form device independ- 
ent bitmap (NOTE: It can be in 1-, 4—, 8— 
or 24-bit colour resolution.) 

dibit /‘dibit/ noun a digit made up of two 
binary bits 

dichotomising search /dat 
‘kotomaizin s3itf/, dichotomizing 
search noun same as binary search 
dichroic /dar'krəurk/ adjective refer- 
ring to a chemical coating on the surface of 
a lens that reflects selectively different col- 
ours of light 

dichroic filter /dat,krourk 'f1lta/ noun 
a filter that allows certain wavelengths of 
light to pass and reflects back those that 
are not transmitted 

dichroic head /da1,kraurk 'hed/ noun 
a coloured light source that is based on ad- 
justable dichroic filters, generally used 
with rostrum cameras and enlargers 
dictionary /‘dikfan(a)ri/ noun 1. a data 
management structure that allows files to 
be referenced and sorted 2. a part of a 
spelling checker program consisting of a 
list of correctly spelt words against which 
the program checks a text (NOTE: The plu- 
ral is dictionaries.) 

differential pulse coded modula- 
tion /,difarenfal pals ,|koudid ,mpdju 
‘lerf(a)n/ noun full form of DPCM 

DIF file /‘drf farl/ noun a file in a de facto 
standard that defines the way a spread- 
sheet, its formula and data are stored in a 
file 

diffusion /d1'fju:3(9)n/ noun a means 
of transferring doping materials into an in- 
tegrated circuit substrate 

digit /‘didzit/ noun a symbol or character 
that represents an integer that is smaller 
than the radix of the number base used O a 
phone number with eight digits or an 
eight-digit phone number 

digital /‘didztt(9)l/ adjective which rep- 
resents data or physical quantities in nu- 
merical form, especially using a binary 
system in computer related devices 


“Xerox Parc’s LCD breakthrough promises the dig- 
ital equivalent of paper, by producing thin, low-cost 
flat displays with a 600dpi resolution.’ [Computing] 


digital audio tape /,did3it(9)l 'o:diou 
,terp/ noun full form of DAT 

digital camera /,did31t(a)l 'kæm(ə)rə/ 
noun a camera that uses a bank of CCD 
units to capture an image and store it dig- 
itally onto a miniature disk or in RAM in 
the camera’s body 


digital cash /,did3it(o)l 'kæf/ noun a 
method of paying for goods over the Inter- 
net (NOTE: There are several payment 
systems that use different models includ- 
ing a new bank account for each custom- 
er and an electronic purse that carries 
electronic tokens paid for by a customer.) 
digital cassette /,didzrt(9)l kə'set/ 
noun a high quality magnetic tape housed 
in a standard size cassette with write pro- 
tect tabs and a standard format leader 


digital certificate /,didzit(9)l sə 
'tifikot/ noun » certificate 

digital channel /,did3it(o)I 't feen(o)l/ 
noun a communications path that can only 
transmit data as digital signals. ọ ADC 
(NOTE: Voice, image or video signals 
have to be converted from analog to dig- 
ital form before they can be transmitted 
over a digital channel.) 

digital circuit /didzit(o)l 'ssrkrt/ 
noun an electronic circuit that operates on 
digital information providing logical func- 
tions or switching 

digital clock /,did31t(9)l 'klok/ noun a 
clock THAT shows the time as a series of 
digits, e.g. 12:22:04 

digital compact cassette 
/,did3it(a)l kompækt ko'set/ noun full 
form of DCC 

digital computer /,did3it(9)l_ kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a computer that processes 
data represented in discrete digital form 
digital data /,did3it(9)l 'dertə/ noun 
data represented in numerical, especially 
binary, form 

digital display /,did3it(a)l dr'sple1/ 
noun a video display unit that can only 
show a fixed number of colours or shades 
of grey 

digital divide /,did3it(a)l di'vard/ 
noun the state of inequality that exists be- 
tween people who have access to modern 
information technology and those who do 
not, since the former have many more op- 
portunities open to them than the latter 
digital encryption standard 
/,did3it(a)l in'kripfan ,steendad/ noun 
the standard for encrypting private key da- 
ta, which uses 56-bit encryption 

digital light processing /,did3it(o)l 
‘lait ,prausesin/ noun full form of DLP 
digital logic /,did31t(a)l 'lnd31k/ noun 
the process of applying Boolean algebra to 
hardware circuits 


digital monitor 


104 





digital monitor /,did3it(9)l 'mpnıtə/ 
noun a monitor that can only show a fixed 
number of colours or shades of grey 
digital nonlinear editing /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
non linia 'editin/ noun same as nonline- 
ar video editing 

digital optical recording /,did31t(a)l 
optik(a)l r1'ko:diy/ noun full form of 
DOR 

digital output /,did3it(a)l 'autput/ 
noun computer output in digital form 
digital plotter /,did31t(9)l 'plotə/ noun 
a plotter whose pen position is controllable 
in discrete steps, so that drawings in the 
computer can be output graphically 
digital read-out /,did3it(o)l 'ri:daut/ 
noun data displayed in numerical form, 
e.g. numbers on an LCD in a calculator 
digital representation /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
reprizen'teif(a)n/ noun data or quanti- 
ties represented using digits 

digital resolution /,did3it(9)l ,reza 
"lu:f(@)n/ noun the smallest number that 
can be represented with one digit 

digital signal /,did3rt(9)l 'sıgn(ə)l/ 
noun an electrical signal that has only a 
number of possible states, as opposed to an 
analog signal, which is continuously vari- 
able 

digital signal level one /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
sign(9)l ,lev(a)l 'wan/ noun full form of 
DS-1 

digital signal level zero /,did3it(a)l 
sign(a)l ,lev(a)l 'zrarau/ noun full form 
of DS-0 

digital signalling /,did3it(a)l 
'sıgnəlıy/ noun control and dialling codes 
sent down a telephone line in digital form 
digital signal processing 
/,did3it(a)l 'sign(a)l ,prousesin/ noun 
full form of DSP 

digital signature /,did3it(a)l 
'sıgnətfə/ noun a unique identification 
code sent by a terminal or device in digital 
form 

digital speech /,did3it(9)l 'spi:tf/ 
noun » speech synthesis 

digital subscriber line /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
səb'skrarbə ,larn/ noun full form of DSL 
digital switching /,did3it(a)l 
'switJin/ noun the process of operating 
communications connections and switches 
only by use of digital signals 

digital system /,didzit(9)l 'ststom/ 
noun a system that deals with digital sig- 
nals 


digital theatre system /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
'@rətə ,sistom/ noun full form of DTS 
digital to analog converter 
/,did3it(a)l ta ,enalog kən'vs:tə/ noun 
full form of DAC 
digital transmission system 
/,did3it(a)l_ = treenz'mif(9)n ,sıstəm/ 
noun communication achieved by convert- 
ing analog signals to a digital form then 
modulating and transmitting this and final- 
ly converting the signal back to analog 
form at the receiver 
digital TV /,did3it(o)l ti:'vi:/ noun a 
television that can receive and decode tel- 
evision images and audio sent as digital 
data, then displayed on a standard screen 
digital versatile disc /,did3it(o)l 
ivaisotail 'disk/ noun full form of DVD 
digital video /,did31t(9)l 'vidiau/ noun 
a video recorded in digital form (NOTE: 
The output from a video camera is con- 
verted to digital form using either a digital 
camera or a frame grabber. The digital 
output is then usually compressed before 
being processed or transmitted or stored 
on videotape.) 
digital video effects /,didzit(a)l 
'vidiau 1,fekts/ plural noun full form of 
DVE 
digital video interactive /,dıdzıt(ə)l 
ividiau ,intor'ektrv/ noun full form of 
DV-I 
digital wallet /,did31t(9)l 'wolit/ noun 
a feature of web browsers that contains a 
unique personal digital signature and al- 
lows the user to pay for goods at online 
shops in many different ways, including 
credit card or digital cash (NOTE: A digital 
wallet makes it simpler and more secure 
to buy goods from online shops.) 
digitise /‘did31,ta1z/, digitize verb to 
change analog movement or signals into a 
digital form that can be processed by com- 
puters O We can digitise your signature to 
allow it to be printed with any laser print- 
er. (NOTE: digitises — digitising — digitised) 
‘The contract covers fibre optic cable and Synchro- 
nous Digital Hierarchy transmission equipment to be 


used to digitize the telecommunications network.’ 

[Computergram] 
digitised photograph /,did31,taizd 
foute'gra:f/, digitized photograph 
noun an image or photograph that has 
been scanned to produce an analog signal 
which is then converted to digital form and 
stored or displayed on a computer 


digitiser, digitizer noun same as ADC 
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digitising pad /‘did3zitaizmy ,ped/, 
digitising tablet, digitizing pad, digitiz- 
ing tablet noun a sensitive surface that 
translates the position of a pen into numer- 
ical form, so that drawings can be entered 
into a computer 

digit place /‘did3it plets/, digit posi- 
tion noun the position of a digit within a 
number 

DIL /,di: at 'el/ noun full form dual-in- 
line package. same as DIP 

DIM /,di: ar 'em/ noun software that al- 
lows a user to capture, store and index 
printed text in a digital form. Full form 
document image management (NOTE: 
It usually works in conjunction with a 
scanner and a storage medium such as 
a recordable CD-ROM.) 

dimension /dat'menfoan/ noun a meas- 
urement of size O The dimensions of the 
computer are small enough for it to fit into 
a case. 

dimensioning /dai'menfanm/ noun 
the definition of the size of something, es- 
pecially an array or matrix O Array dimen- 
sioning occurs at this line. 

diminished radix complement /dı 
minift ‘'rerdiks ,kompleks/ noun a 
number representation in which each digit 
of the number is subtracted from one less 
than the radix. ò one’s complement, 
nine’s complement 

DIMM /,di: at em 'em/ noun a system of 
arranging RAM memory chips on two 
sides of a tiny expansion card that can be 
inserted into a slot on the computer’s 
motherboard to upgrade the main memory 
O DIMM cards are used to expand the 
memory in high-performance computers. 
Full form dual in-line memory module 
DIN /,di: ar 'en/ noun a German industry 
standards organisation known particularly 
for specifications for plugs and sockets. 
Full form Deutsche Industrienorm 
Dingbat /‘dinbzt/ noun a font that con- 
tains stars, bullets, symbols, images and 
drawings in place of characters O To insert 
a copyright symbol, use the Dingbat font. 
diode /'darəud/ noun an electronic com- 
ponent that allows an electrical current to 
pass in one direction and not the other 
DIP /,di: ar 'pi:/ noun 1. a standard layout 
for integrated circuit packages using two 
parallel rows of connecting pins along 
each side. Full form dual-in-line pack- 
age 2. software that allows a user to cap- 


ture, store and index printed text in a digit- 
al form 

DIP switch /'dip switf/ noun a small 
bank of switches that are used to configure 
a device. Full form dual-in-line package 
switch 

DIR /,di: ar 'a:/ noun a MS-DOS system 
command that displays a list of files stored 
on a disk. Full form directory 
direct /dai'rekt/ adjective, 
straight 

direct access /,datrekt 'ekses/ noun 
storage and retrieval of data without the 
need to read other data first 

direct access storage device /dar 
rekt ,ekses 'sto:rid3 di,vars/ noun full 
form of DASD 

direct addressing /,dairekt ə'dres19/ 
noun a method of addressing in which the 
storage location address given in the in- 
struction is the location to be used 

direct cable connection /,darrekt 
'kerb(ə)l ko, neks(a)n/ noun a utility sup- 
plied with Windows 95 that allows you to 
link two computers together using a serial 
cable plugged into each serial port 

direct change-over /dar'rekt 
tfeind3/ noun the process of switching 
from one computer to another in one go 
direct code /dat'rekt koud/ noun a bi- 
nary code which directly operates the cen- 
tral processing unit, using only absolute 
addresses and values (NOTE: This is the fi- 
nal form of a program after a compiler or 
assembler pass.) 

direct coding /dat'rekt kodıy/ noun 
program instructions written in absolute 
code 

direct connect /,darrekt ka'nekt/ ad- 
jective referring to a modem which plugs 
straight into the standard square telephone 
socket 

direct connection /darrekt kə 
'‘nekfon/ noun a fast permanent connec- 
tion linking a computer or system to a net- 
work such as the Internet 

direct current /di,rekt 'karont/ nouna 
constant value electric current that flows in 
one direction. Abbr DC 

direct data entry /dai,rekt ,deito 
‘entri/ noun full form of DDE 1 

direct digital control /dat,rekt 
did3it(9)l kan'traul/ noun full form of 
DDC 

directed scan /dar'rektd skæn/ noun 
a file or array search method in which a 


adverb 


direct image 
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starting point and a direction of scan is 
provided, either up or down from the start- 
ing point, an address or record number 
direct graphics interface standard 
/dai,rekt ,grefiks 'mntofers ,stændəd/ 
noun full form of DGIS 

direct image /,darrekt 'ımıd3/ noun an 
image that is composed directly onto the 
screen rather than being composed off 
screen in memory before it is displayed 


direct information access net- 
work for Europe /dar,rekt 
nfomerf(a)n ,ekses jnetwa:k fa 


'juərəp/ noun a package of services of- 
fered over the Euronet network. Abbr DI- 
ANE 


direct-insert routine /,dairekt in 
's3it rur,tim/ noun a routine which can be 
directly copied into a larger routine or pro- 
gram without the need for a call instruc- 
tion 

direct instruction /,dairekt im 
‘strakfon/ noun a program command that 
contains an operand and the code for the 
operation to be carried out 

directive /dar'rektrv/ noun a program- 
ming instruction used to control the lan- 
guage translator or compiler 


‘,...directives are very useful for selecting parts of 
the code for particular purposes’ [Personal Compu- 
ter World] 


directive statement  /dat,rektiv 
‘stertmont/ noun a program instruction 
used to control the language translator or 
compiler 

direct memory access /dai,rekt 
'mem(a)ri ,2kses/ noun full form of 
DMA O direct memory access transfer be- 
tween the main memory and the second 
processor 

direct memory access channel 
/dai,rekt jmem(o)ri 'ekses ,tfen(a)l/ 
noun a high-speed data transfer link 
direct mode /dat'rekt maud/ noun the 
process of typing in a command which is 
executed once carriage return has been 
pressed 

Director /dar'rekto/ a trade name for 
multimedia authoring software developed 
by Macromedia that uses a grid to allow a 
user to control elements over time 
directory /dar'rekt(a)ri/ noun 1. a 
method of organising the files stored on a 
disk, into groups of files or further sub-di- 
rectories O The disk directory shows file 
name, date and time of creation. 2. full 


form DIR (NOTE: The plural is directo- 
ries.) 
COMMENT: A directory is best imagined as a 


folder within a drawer of a filing cabinet: the 
folder can contain files or other folders. 


directory services /dar'rekt(a)ri 
,S3IVISIZ/ noun a method of listing all the 
users and resources linked to a network in 
a simple and easy-to-access way so that a 
user can locate another user by name rath- 
er than by a complex network address O 
With directory services installed, it’s much 
easier for our users to find and connect to 
the shared printers. 

directory synchronisation /dar 
rekt(ə)ri ,stnkronar'zerf(9)n/ noun a 
way of ensuring that the files stored in sim- 
ilar directories on two computers contain 
the same, up-to-date information 
directory website /do,rekt(a)ri 
'‘websait/ noun a website that contains a 
list of other websites, usually organised 
into sections and often with a search fea- 
ture (NOTE: Yahoo! (www.yahoo.com) is 
one of the best-known directories and 
lists over half a million websites.) 

direct page register /dat,rekt 'peid3 
\redzisto/ noun a register that provides 
memory page access data when a CPU is 
carrying out a direct memory access, to al- 
low access to any part of memory 

direct reference address /,darrekt 
iref(a)rons ə'dres/ noun a virtual address 
that can only be altered by indexing 
DirectSound /,datrekt'saund/ a trade 
name for a standard within Microsoft Win- 
dows for a programming interface used to 
allow games software to control sound 
hardware 

direct transfer /,dairekt 'trensfs:/ 
noun a bit-for-bit copy of the contents of 
one register into another register, includ- 
ing any status bits 

dirty bit /'ds:ti brt/ noun a flag bit set by 
memory-resident programs to indicate that 
they have already been loaded into main 
memory 

disable interrupt /dis,e1b(9)1 
'intorapt/ noun a command to the CPU to 
ignore any interrupt signals 

disarm /dis'a:m/ verb to prevent an in- 
terrupt having any effect 

disarmed state /dis'a:md stert/ noun 
the state of an interrupt that has been disa- 
bled and cannot accept a signal 
disassemble /,diso'semb(9)I/ verb to 
translate machine code instructions back 
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into assembly language mnemonics 
(NOTE: disassembles — disassembling — 
disassembled) 


disassembler /,disa'sembla/ noun a 
piece of software that translates a machine 
code program back into an assembly lan- 
guage form 


disaster dump /d1'za:sta damp/ noun 
a program and data dump just before or 
caused by a fatal error or system crash 


disc /disk/ noun a disc refers only to 
compact disc, magnetic media uses the 
spelling ‘disk.’ Another spelling of disk 
(NOTE: used only in the context of the 
compact disc and videodisc. Magnetic 
media use the spelling disk.) 


disconnect /,disko'nekt/ verb to un- 
plug or break a connection between two 
devices O Do not forget to disconnect the 
cable before moving the printer. 


discrete /di'skri:t/ adjective referring 
to values, events, energy or datawhich oc- 
cur in small individual units O The data 
word is made up of discrete bits. 


discrete cosine transform /d1,skri:t 
‘kousain treens,form/ noun an algorithm 
used to encode and compress images. 
Abbr DCT 


discrete multi-tone /di,skri:t 'malti 
,taun/ noun full form of DMT 


discrimination instruction /dı 
skrimi,nerf(a)n in'strakfan/ noun a 
conditional program instruction that di- 
rects control by providing the location of 
the next instruction to be executed, if a 
condition is met 

discussion group = /di'skaf(a)n 
gruip/ noun a feature of a website that lets 
any visitor write and post a message on a 
particular subject, which is displayed to 
any other visitors, who can then add their 
comments in reply to the message 
disjunction /dis'd3ankf(a)n/ noun a 
logical function that produces a true output 
if any input is true 

disjunctive search /dis,d3anktiv 
'saitf/ noun a search for data items that 
match at least one of a number of keys 


disk /disk/ nouna flat circular plate coat- 
ed with a substance that is capable of being 
magnetised. Data is stored on this by mag- 
netising selective sections to represent bi- 
nary digits. (NOTE: The alternative spell- 
ing disc is used only in the context of the 
compact disc and videodisc.) 


COMMENT: The disk surface is divided into 

tracks that can be accessed individually; mag- 

netic tapes cannot be accessed in this way. 
disk access /disk 'ækses/ noun the set 
of operations required to read from or 
write to a magnetic disk, including device 
selection, sector and track address, move- 
ment of read/write head to the correct lo- 
cation and access the location on disk 


disk access management /,disk 
ekses 'mzenid3mont/ noun the process 
of regulating the users who can access 
stored data 


disk-based /'disk betsd/ adjective re- 
ferring to an operating system held on 
floppy or hard disk 


disk cache /'disk kæf/ noun a high 
speed section of memory that is used to 
temporarily store frequently used data that 
has been read from the disk (NOTE: The 
computer checks the cache to see if the 
data is there before it accesses the 
(much slower) disk and by using special 
controller software, this system can dra- 
matically improve apparent disk perform- 
ance.) 


disk cartridge /disk 'ka:trid3/ noun a 
protective case containing a removable 
hard disk 


disk compression /disk kom 
‘pref(9)n/ noun a method of increasing 
the apparent capacity of a disk to store data 
by using a special piece of software that 
compresses the data as it is being saved to 
disk and then decompresses the data when 
it is read back 


disk compression software /,disk 
kom'pref(a)n ,softweə/ noun a resident 
software that compresses data as it is writ- 
ten to disk and decompresses it as it is read 
back 


disk controller /disk kan'traule/ noun 
an IC or set of circuits used to translate a 
request for data by the CPU into control 
signals for the disk drive, including motor 
control and access arm movement 
disk-controller card /‘disk kon 
itraula ,kard/ noun an add-on card that 
contains all the electronics and connectors 
to interface a disk drive to a CPU 

disk crash /‘disk kræf/ noun a fault 
caused by the read/write head touching the 
surface of the disk 

disk doctor /disk 'doktə/ noun a utility 
that can sometimes repair corrupted data 
stored on a disk 


disk drive 
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disk drive /‘disk dratv/ noun a device 
that spins a magnetic disk and controls the 
position of the read/write head. Also 
called disk unit 

disk duplexing /'disk ,dju:pleksm/ 
noun same as disk mirroring 

diskette /di'sket/ noun a light, flexible 
disk that can store data in a magnetic form, 
used in most personal computers 

disk file /‘disk fatl/ noun a number of 
related records or data items stored under 
one name on disk 

disk formatting /‘disk ,fo:metim/ 
noun the initial setting up of a blank disk 
with track and sector markers and other 
control information 


disk head /'disk hed/ noun a head 
which reads or writes on a floppy disk 
disk index holes /,disk 'ındeks 
shaulz/ plural noun holes around the hub 
of a disk that provide rotational informa- 
tion to a disk controller, or a number of 
holes providing sector location indicators 
on a hard-sectored disk 

diskless /‘disklas/ adjective referring to 
a workstation which does not have any 
disk drives for data storage 

disk map /'disk mzp/ noun a display of 
the organisation of data on a disk 

disk memory /disk 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
memory held on disk 

disk mirroring /‘disk ,mırərıy/ noun a 
data protection system in which all or part 
of a hard disk is duplicated onto another, 
separate, disk drive. Also called disk du- 
plexing (NOTE: Any changes made to the 
a data on the original drive are duplicated 
on the mirrored drive.) 

disk operating system /,disk 
‘pporeitiy ,sistom/ noun full form of 
DOS 

disk pack /'disk pek/ noun a number of 
disks on a single hub, each with its own 
read/write head 

disk partition /disk pa:'trf(9)n/ noun 
» partition 

disk sector /disk 'sekta/ noun the 
smallest area on a magnetic disk that can 
be addressed by a computer 

disk sector formatting /,disk ,sekto 
‘formeetin/ noun the process of dividing a 
disk into a series of addressable sectors 
(NOTE: A table of their addresses is also 
formed, allowing each sector to be ac- 
cessed.) 


disk storage /disk 'sto:r1d3/ noun the 
process of using disks as a backing store 
disk tools /‘disk tu:lz/ plural noun soft- 
ware programs that help monitor the per- 
formance of a disk drive, maintain it and 
ensure that it is storing data efficiently 
disk track /‘disk trak/ noun one of a 
series of thin concentric rings on a mag- 
netic disk, which the read/write head ac- 
cesses and along which data is stored in 
separate sectors 

disk unit /disk 'ju:ntt/ noun same as 
disk drive 

disorderly close-down /dis'o:doali 
kləus/ noun a system crash that did not 
provide enough warning to carry out an or- 
derly close-down 

dispatch /di'spextf/, despatch /d1 
'spætf/ noun the action of sending mate- 
rial, information or messages to a location 
dispersion /di'sps:J(a)n/ noun a logi- 
cal function whose output is false if all in- 
puts are true, and true if any input is false 
displacement /dis'plersmont/ noun 
an offset used in an indexed address 
display /di'splet/ noun a device on 
which information or images can be pre- 
sented visually 

display adapter /di'sple1 ə,dæptə/ 
noun a device which allows information in 
a computer to be displayed on a CRT, in- 
terfacing with both the computer and CRT 
display attribute /di'spler ,ztribju:t/ 
noun a variable which defines the shape, 
size or colour of text or graphics displayed 
display character /di'spler ,kertkto/ 
noun a graphical symbol which appears as 
a printed or displayed item, e.g. one of the 
letters of the alphabet or a number 
display character generator /d1 
'spler ,keerikta ,d3zenoreita/ noun ROM 
that provides the display circuits with a 
pattern of dots which form the character 
display colour /di'spler ,kalo/ noun 
the colour of characters in a videotext dis- 
play system 

display controller /di'spler kon 
\traulo/ noun a device that accepts charac- 
ter or graphics codes and instructions, and 
converts them into dot-matrix patterns that 
are displayed on a screen 

display cycle /di'spler ,satk(9)l/ noun 
the set of operations required to display an 
image on screen 

display element /dr'spler ,elrmont/ 
noun 1. (in graphics) a basic graphic com- 
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ponent such as a background, foreground, 
text or graphics image 2. (in computer 
graphics) any component of an image 
display format /di'spler fo:met/ 
noun the number of characters that can be 
displayed on a screen, given as row and 
column lengths 

display highlights /di'sple1 ,harlarts/ 
plural noun emphasis of certain words or 
paragraphs by changing character display 
colour 

display line /di'spler latn/ noun a hori- 
zontal printing position for characters in a 
line of text 

display mode /di'spler moud/ noun a 
way of referring to the character set to be 
used, usually graphics or alphanumerics 
Display PostScript /di,sple1 
‘poustskript/ a trade name for an exten- 
sion of PostScript that allows PostScript 
commands to be interpreted and displayed 
on screen so that a user can see exactly 
what will appear on the printout 

display processor /di'spler 
,prousesd/ noun a processor that changes 
data to a format suitable for a display con- 
troller 

display register /di'spler ,red3isto/ 
noun a register that contains character, 
control or graphical data that is to be dis- 
played 

display resolution /di,spler ,rezo 
‘lu:f(a)n/ noun the number of pixels per 
unit area that a display can clearly show 
display screen /di'spler skri:n/ noun 
the physical part of a VDU, terminal or 
monitor, which allows the user to see char- 
acters or graphics (NOTE: It is usually a 
cathode ray tube, but sometimes LCD or 
LED displays are used.) 

display scrolling /di'spler ,skrauli/ 
noun the movement of a screenful of in- 
formation up or down one line or pixel at a 
time 

display space /di'sple spers/ noun 
memory or the amount of screen available 
to show graphics or text 

display unit /di'spler ,ju:nit/ noun a 
computer terminal or piece of equipment 
that is capable of showing data or informa- 
tion, usually by means of CRT 

dissolve /di'zvlv/ noun a special effect 
that is used in presentation graphics soft- 
ware or multimedia to fade out one image 
and fade in the next 

distance vector protocols /,distons 
'vektə ,proutokolz/ plural noun informa- 


tion about the different routes over a wide 
area network that can be used by a router 
to find the shortest and fastest route to send 
information 

distort /di'sto:t/ verb to introduce un- 
wanted differences between a signal input 
and output from a device 

distortion /di'sto:f(a)n/ noun unwant- 
ed differences in a signal before and after 
it has passed through a piece of equipment 
distribute /di'stribju:t/ verb to send 
out data or information to users in a net- 
work or system (NOTE: distributes — dis- 
tributing — distributed) 

distributed adaptive routing /di 
Stribjutid o,dzptiv 'ru:tm/ noun the 
process of directing messages in a packet 
network switching system by an exchange 
of information between nodes 
distributed component object 
model /di,stribjutid kom,pounont 
‘pbdzekt ,mod(ə)l/ noun full form of 
DCOM 

distributed database system /di 
/Stribjutid 'dertəbers ,ststoam/ noun a 
database system in which the data is stored 
on several different computers but can be 
searched as if it is one single location 
distributed data processing /di 
\stribjutid 'dertə ,prausesin/ noun full 
form of DDP 

distributed file system /dı 
/Stribjutid 'farl ,ststom/ noun a system 
that uses files stored in more than one lo- 
cation or backing store but processed at a 
central point 

distributed intelligence /di 
/Stribjutid in'tel1d3(a)ns/ noun a decen- 
tralised system in which a number of small 
micros or mini-computers carry out a set 
of fixed tasks, rather than one large com- 
puter 

distributed network /d1,stribjutid 
'netw3s:k/ noun a network in which each 
node can operate as a server storing files or 
working as a print server 

distributed processing /dt 
/Stribjutid 'prausesi/ noun a technique 
to enable processors or computers to share 
tasks amongst themselves most effective- 
ly, in which each processor completes al- 
located sub-tasks independently and the 
results are then recombined 

distributed processor /d1,stribjutid 
'prousesd/ noun a computer system using 
many small computers at different work- 
stations instead of one central computer 


distributed system 
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distributed system /di,stribjutid 
‘sistom/ noun a computer system which 
uses more than one processor in different 
locations, all connected to a central com- 
puter 

distribution /,distri'bju:f(9)n/ noun 
the act of sending information out, espe- 
cially via a network 

distribution network = /,distr1 
‘bjurf(a)n ynetw3:k/ noun» LAN, WAN 
dither /'d1ðə/ verb to create a curve or 
line that looks smoother by adding shaded 
pixels beside the pixels that make up the 
image 

dithered colour /,didad 'kalo/ noun a 
colour that is made up of a pattern of dif- 
ferent coloured pixels 

divide /di'vard/ verb to find out how 
many times one number can be contained 
in another number O Twenty-one divided 
by three is seven. 

dividend /‘dividend/ noun an operand 
that is divided by a divisor in a division op- 
eration 


COMMENT: The dividend is divided by the divi- 
sor to form the quotient and a remainder. 


division /d1'v13(9)n/ noun the act of di- 
viding numbers 

divisor /dt'vatzo/ noun an operand used 
to divide a dividend in a division operation 
DL abbr download 

DLL /,di: el 'el/ noun a library of utility 
programs that can be called from a main 
program. Full form dynamic link library 
DLL file /,di: el 'el ,farl/ noun a file con- 
taining a library of routines that can be 
used by another program 

DLP /,di: el 'pi:/ noun a method of pro- 
jecting an image using an electronic chip 
that contains thousands of tiny mirrors. 
Full form digital light processing 
DMA /,di: em 'er/ noun a direct rapid link 
between a peripheral and a computer’s 
main memory, which avoids accessing 
routines for each item of data read. Full 
form direct memory access 


‘A 32-bit DMA controller, 16-bit video I/O ports and 
TVO filters complete the chip.’ [Computing] 


DMA controller /di: em ‘er kon 
,traula/ noun an interface IC that controls 
high-speed data transfer between a high- 
speed peripheral and main memory, and 
will usually also halt or cycle steal from 
the CPU 

DMA cycle stealing /di: em er 
'sarık(o)l ,stizlm/ noun a CPU allowing 
the DMA controller to send data over the 


bus during clock cycles when it performs 
internal or NOP instructions 

DML abbr data manipulation language 
DMS abbr data management system 
DMT /,di: em 'ti:/ noun technology that 
uses digital signal processors to create 
sound signals that carry digital video, 
sound, image and data over cable at high 
speed. Full form discrete multi-tone 
DNS /,di: en 'es/ noun a distributed data- 
base used in an Internet system to map 
names to addresses. Full form domain 
name system (NOTE: For example, you 
can use the name 
*www.bloomsbury.com’ to locate the 
Bloomsbury Publishing website rather 
than a complex network address (called 
the IP address).) 

dock /dok/ verb to connect a laptop com- 
puter to a special docking station on a desk 
to give it the same resources as a normal 
desktop 

docking station’ /‘dokiy ,sterf(o)n/ 
noun a piece of hardware with an opening 
into which a portable computer can be in- 
serted when it is recharged or used in ex- 
panded operations 

docking station? /‘dokin ,ste1f(a)n/, 
docking unit /‘dokin ,ju:mit/ noun a 
special base unit that allows a laptop com- 
puter to be inserted into it and provide the 
same resources as a normal desktop, e.g. 
mains power, a network adapter, connec- 
tion to a full-size monitor and extra expan- 
sion ports 

document noun /'dokjumənt/ a file 
containing text created with a word-proc- 
essor @ verb /'‘dokju,ment/ to write a de- 
scription of a process 

document assembly /‘dokjumont ə 
,sembli/ noun the process of creating a 
new file by combining two or more sec- 
tions or complete documents. Also called 
document merge 

documentation /,dokjumen'te1f(9)n/ 
noun the set of information, notes and di- 
agrams that describe the function, use and 
operation of a piece of hardware or soft- 
ware 

document content architecture 


/dokjumont 'kontent —,arkitektfo/ 
noun full form of DCA 

document image management 
/dokjumont imid3 'mænıdzmənt/ 
noun full form of DIM 

document image processing 


/,dvkjumont '1imid3 ,prousesin/ noun 


111 


dongle 





the process of scanning paper documents, 
performing OCR on the contents and stor- 
ing this on disk so that it can be searched 
for. Abbr DIP 

document interchange architec- 
ture/document content architec- 
ture /dokjumont ,mtotfemnd3 ,arki 
tektfa dpokjumont 'kpntent 
,arkitektfa/ noun full form of DIA/DCA 


document merge /'dokjumənt 
m3:d3/ noun same as document assem- 
bly 

document object model 


/dokjumənt ,obd3ekt 'mnd(a)l/ noun 
full form of DOM 

document processing /,dvkjumont 
‘prousesin/ noun the processing of docu- 
ments, e.g. invoices, by a computer 


document reader /'dokjumənt 
\Tirda/ noun a device which converts writ- 
ten or typed information to a form that a 
computer can understand and process 


document recovery /,dokjumont rı 
'kav(a)ri/ noun a program which allows a 
document which has been accidentally de- 
leted to be recovered 


Dolby /‘dolbi/ a research laboratory that 
provides ways to improve the quality of re- 
corded sound 


Dolby AC-3 /,dolbi e1 esi: 'Ori:/ an al- 
gorithm used to provide sound-sound ef- 
fects (NOTE: This system has been adopt- 
ed by computer and entertainment in- 
dustries as a standard for audio on 
movies and digital recordings.) 

Dolby Digital /dolbi ‘didzit(o)l/ a 
trade name for a multichannel audio com- 
pression and transmission system that uses 
5.1 channels 


Dolby system /‘dolbi ,ststam/ a trade 
name for a system for reducing back- 
ground noise for recordings 


dollar sign /‘dola satn/ noun a printed 
or written character ($) used in some pro- 
gramming languages to identify a variable 
as a string type 

DOM /,di: au 'em/ noun a scheme that 
describes how the different parts of a web- 
page, the text, images and hyperlinks, are 
represented. Full form document object 
model 


COMMENT: Each item is an object and has a 
set of attributes that defines how it is dis- 
played and managed by a web browser. Dy- 
namic HTML (DHTML) uses DOM to change 
how a webpage is displayed by a user’s web 
browser — currently, the Microsoft and Net- 


scape web browsers use different DOM spec- 
ifications. 


domain /dau'mern/ noun an area or 
group of nodes in a network o in the pub- 
lic domain (information or program) 
which belongs to and is available to the 
public 


domain name /dau'mem nerm/ noun 
a unique name that identifies the location 
of an Internet server or computer on the In- 
ternet 


COMMENT: The domain name 
‘bloomsbury.com’ is registered to the 
Bloomsbury Publishing website. The domain 
name is in a convenient text format, but refers 
to a physical address that locates the compu- 
ter that stores the website for the domain 
name. This physical address is called the IP 
address and is in the format ’194.33.322.22’ — 
the domain name system (DNS) is used to 
translate the domain name into its correct IP 
address. The domain name is made up of two 
or three parts, separated by a ’dot’. There are 
some global thematic suffixes such as .com 
(company) and .net (network) which are not 
restricted by country. For example, 
’bloomsbury.com’ has the company name 
‘bloomsbury’ followed by the domain type 
com’ (for company). There are also country 
suffixes such as ’.au’ for Australia, ’.cn’ for 
China, ’.uk’ for the UK and ’.de’ for Germany, 
within which each country can have its own 
private system of domain names. Some of 
these might look the same as the global the- 
matic suffixes (.net.uk, .org.uk, etc.), but are 
restricted to the UK, e.g. co.uk, .nhs.uk, 
.plc.uk and .Itd.uk. 
domain name registration /dəu 
¡mern nemm ,red3i'strerf(a)n/ noun the 
registration of a domain name with the rel- 
evant local registration office. ò DNS, IP 
address 
COMMENT: Before you can use a domain 
name, you must check that it is available and 
then fill in an application form with your coun- 
try’s local registration office (your ISP will also 
be able to help). Domain name management 
is centred in the USA at the InterNIC organi- 
sation; you can also register a domain name 
directly with the InterNIC using its online order 
form (www.internic.net). Once the domain 
name has been approved, it will be assigned 
a unique IP address that will be used by your 
ISP to modify the DNS to allow your website 
to be located by other users. 
domain name server /dovu,meim 
nem 's3:va/ noun a computer on the In- 
ternet that stores part or all of the domain 
name system database 


domain name system /dou'mein 
neim ,sistom/ noun full form of DNS 

dongle /‘dongl/ noun a coded circuit or 
chip that has to be present in a system be- 
fore a piece of copyright software will run 
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do-nothing instruction /,dou 'naOm 
in,strakfon/ noun a programming in- 
struction that does not carry out any action 
other than increasing the program counter 
to the next instruction address 

dopant /'dəupənt/ noun a chemical sub- 
stance that is diffused or implanted onto 
the substrate of a chip during manufacture, 
to provide it with n- or p-type properties 
dope /daup/ verb to introduce a dopant 
into a substance (NOTE: dopes — doping — 
doped) 

doped /'dəupt/ adjective referring to a 
chip which has had a dopant added 

DOR /,di: au 'a:/ noun the recording of 
signals in binary form as small holes in the 
surface of an optical or compact disk 
which can then be read by laser. Full form 
digital optical recording 

DOS /dps/ noun a section of the operat- 
ing system software, that controls the disk 
and file access. Full form disk operating 
system 

DOS prompt /'dos prompt/ noun an 
indicator that shows that DOS is ready to 
accept a command typed in at the key- 
board 

dot address /'dot 9,dres/ noun the 
common method of writing Internet ad- 
dresses in the form of symbols, A.B.C.D., 
where each letter represents one byte of a 
four-byte address 

dot addressable /‘dot 9,dresab(a)l/ 
adjective referring to a display adapter 
that allows software to control each pixel 
on the display 

dot command /dot ka'ma:nd/ noun a 
method of writing instructions with a full 
stop followed by the command, used 
mainly for embedded commands in word- 
processor systems 

dot matrix /,dpvt 'meitriks/ noun a 
method of forming characters by use of 
dots inside a rectangular matrix 
dot-matrix printer /,dot ‘mertriks 
,printd/ noun a printer in which the char- 
acters are made up by a series of closely 
spaced dots (NOTE: The printer produces 
a page line by line. Dot-matrix printers 
can be used either for printing using a 
ribbon or for thermal or electrostatic 
printing.) 

dot pitch /‘dot pitf/ noun the spacing 
between two adjacent pixels displayed on 
a monitor O The smaller the dot pitch, the 
sharper the image displayed. 


dot prompt /'dot prompt/ noun (in 
dBASE programming language) a com- 
mand prompt displayed as a single dot on 
screen 

dots per inch /,dvtz ps:r 'mtJ/ plural 
noun a standard method used to describe 
the resolution capabilities of a page printer 
or scanner O Some laser printers offer 
high resolution printing: 400 dots per 
inch. Abbr dpi, d.p.i. 
dotted-decimal-notation = /,dotid 
'desım(ə)l/ noun a method of writing a 
domain name, email address or other IP 
network address using a decimal point, or 
full stop, to separate the numeric parts of 
the address (NOTE: For example 
‘www.bloomsbury.com’ is the domain 
name that can be written in dotted-deci- 
mal-notation as ‘133.223.33.22’) 
double buffering /,dab(o)l 'baforin/ 
noun the use of two buffers together so 
that one can be read while the other is ac- 
cepting data 

double-click /,dab(o)l 'klık/ noun two 
rapid press-release actions on a mouse but- 
ton; normally to start a program or select 
an option 

double data rate memory /,dab(a)! 
deito rert 'mem(a)ri/ noun full form of 
DDR memory 

double density /,dab(a)l 'densəti/ 
noun a system to double the storage capac- 
ity of a disk drive by doubling the number 
of bits which can be put on the disk sur- 
face. Abbr DD 

double density disk /,dab(a)l 
,densiti 'disk/ noun a disk that can store 
two bits of data per unit area, compared to 
a standard disk 

double ended queue /,dab(a)l 
‚endid 'kju:/ noun a queue in which new 
items can be added to either end. Also 
called deque 

double frequency scanning 
/,dab(9)l frizkwonsi 'skeeniy/ noun (in 
CD-i) method of doubling the vertical res- 
olution of a monitor by scanning at twice 
the normal rate 

double-length arithmetic /,dab(o)l 
len ə'rıðmətık/ noun the use of two 
data words to store a number, providing 
greater precision. Also called double- 
precision arithmetic 

double precision /,dab(o)l pri 
's13(9)n/ noun the process of using two 
data words to store a number, providing 
greater precision 
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double-precision arithmetic 
/,dab(a)l pri,s13(9)n ə'rıðmətık/ noun 
same as double-length arithmetic 
double-precision integer /,dab(o)l 
pri,s13(9)n 'ıntıd3ə/ noun a unit of two 
computer words used to store an integer 
double-sided disk /,dab(a)l ,sardid 
‘disk/ noun a disk which can store infor- 
mation on both sides 

double-sided disk drive /,dab(o)l 
saidid 'disk ,drarv/ noun a disk drive 
which can access data on double-sided 
disks 

double-sided printed circuit 
board /,dab(ə)l ,sardid ,printid 'sszkıt 
,bord/ noun a circuit board with conduct- 
ing tracks on both sides 

DoubleSpace /,dab(a)I'spets/ soft- 
ware program that is part of MS-DOS 6 
and is used to provide disk compression 
double speed /,dab(a)l 'spi:d/ noun 
the high speed at which a CD-ROM disc is 
spun by a drive, normally 460 rpm 
double-speed drive /,dab(a)l spi:d 
‘drarv/ noun a CD-ROM drive that spins 
the disc at twice the speed of a normal 
drive 

double strike /'dab(ə)l straik/ noun 
the process of printing a character twice in 
order to make it appear bolder 

doublet /‘dablat/ noun a word made up 
of two bits. Also called dyad 

double word /'dab(9)l wa:d/ noun a 
unit of two bytes of data handled as one 
word, often used for address data 

down /daun/ adjective, adverb referring 
to computers or programs that are tempo- 
rarily not working O The computer system 
went down twice during the afternoon. 
Opposite up 

download /,daun'laud/ verb 1. to load a 
program or section of data from a remote 
computer via a telephone line O There is 
no charge for downloading public domain 
software from the BBS. Opposite upload 
2. to load data from a CPU to a small com- 
puter. Opposite upload 3. to send printer 
font data stored on a disk to a printer, 
where it will be stored in temporary mem- 
ory or RAM 


‘The cards will also download the latest version of 
the network drivers from the server.’ [Computing] 


downloadable font /,daunlaudab(o)l 
‘font/ noun a font or typeface which is 
stored on a disk and can be downloaded to 
a printer and stored in temporary memory. 
Also called resident font 


downsize /'daunsaiz/ verb to move a 
company from a computer system based 
around a central mainframe computer to a 
networked environment, usually using 
PCs as workstations, in which the worksta- 
tions are intelligent O Downsizing is more 
cost effective and gives more processing 
power to the end-user. (NOTE: downsizes — 
downsizing — downsized) 

downstream /‘daunstri:m/ noun the 
transmission of data on a network away 
from a central distribution point 
downtime /'dauntaim/, down time 
nouna period of time during which a com- 
puter system is not working or usable. Op- 
posite uptime 

downward compatibility /,daunwad 
kom,peta'biliti/ noun the ability of a 
complex computer system to work with a 
simple computer 

dp, DP abbr data processing 

DPA /,di: pi: 'e1/ noun a technique of 
loading protocol stacks in memory only if 
they are required for a particular session. 
Full form demand protocol architec- 
ture 

DPCM /,di: pi: si: 'em/ noun a method of 
encoding an analog signal into a digital 
form in which the value recorded is equal 
to the difference between the current and 
previous samples. Full form differential 
pulse coded modulation 

d.p.i. /,di: pi: 'a1/, dpi abbr dots per inch 
O a 300 d.p.i. black and white A4 monitor 


COMMENT: 300 d.p.i. is the normal industry 
standard for a laser printer. 


DPM abbr data processing manager 
draft printing /dra:ft ‘printin/ noun 
low quality, high speed printing 

draft quality /dra:ft 'kwoliti/ noun the 
state of a printed output that is formatted 
and readable but might not have all the il- 
lustrations in place or uses ragged type- 
face, which are both faster to print 

drag /drzg/ verb to move a mouse while 
holding the button down, so moving an im- 
age or icon on screen O You can enlarge a 


frame by clicking inside its border and 


dragging to the position wanted. (NOTE: 
dragging — dragged) 
“...press the mouse button and drag the mouse: this 
produces a dotted rectangle on the screen; you can 
easily enlarge the frame by dragging from any of the 
eight black rectangles round the border, showing that 
it is selected’ [Desktop Publishing] 
drag and click /,dreeg ən 'klik/ verb to 
hold down a mouse button while moving 
the mouse, so moving the object selected 


drag and drop 
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drag and drop /,drzg ən 'drop/ verb 
to drag a section of text or icon or object 
onto another program icon which starts 
this program and inserts the data O Drag 
and drop the document icon onto the word- 
processor icon and the system will start 
the program and load the document. 
drag image /dræg 'ımıdz3/ noun the 
cursor, icon or outline image that is dis- 
played when you drag an object across the 
screen 

DRAM /'di: reem/ abbr dynamic random 
access memory 

draw direct /,dro: dat'rekt/ noun the 
process of drawing an object directly to the 
screen rather than to an off-screen memory 
buffer 

drawing program /'drouy 
,prougrem/ noun a piece of software that 
allows the user to draw and design on 
screen 

drawing tool /‘dro:m tu:l/ noun any 
one of a range of functions in a paint pro- 
gram that allows the user to draw (NOTE: 
Normally displayed as icons in a toolbar, 
the drawing tools might include a circle- 
draw, line-draw and freehand drawing 
tool.) 

drive /dratv/ noun a part of a computer 
which operates a disk 

drive array /dratv ə're1/ noun a system 
of multiple hard disk drives linked togeth- 
er with an intelligent controller that uses 
the drives to store multiple copies of the 
data on each drive for reliability or parts of 
each data on each drive for speed 

drive bay /'drarv be1/ noun same as bay 
drive designator /‘drarv ,dezigneito/ 
noun same as drive letter 

drive letter /draiv 'letə/, drive desig- 
nator /'draiv ,dezigneito/ noun a letter 
that denotes the disk drive currently being 
used, e.g. C, which is usually the hard disk 
in a personal computer 

driver /‘drarva/ noun a piece of software 
that sits between Windows and a peripher- 
al and translates the instructions from 
Windows into a form that the peripheral 
can understand. Also called device driv- 
er, device handler 

DRO /,di: air 'əu/ noun a form of storage 
medium that loses its data after it has been 
read. Full form destructive readout 
drop cable /drop 'ketb(a)I/ noun a sec- 
tion of cable that links an adapter fitted in 
a workstation to the main network cable, 


or sometimes to a transceiver or T-connec- 
tor in the main network cable 


drop dead halt /,drop ded 'ho:lt/ noun 
a program instruction from the user or an 
error that causes the program to stop with- 
out allowing recovery 

drop-down list box /,drop daun 'list/ 
noun a list of options for an entry that ap- 
pears when you move the cursor to the en- 
try field 

drop-down menu /\drop daun 
'menju:/ noun a menu that appears below 
a menu title when it is selected 

drop in /,drop 'tn/ noun a small piece of 
dirt on a disk or tape surface, which does 
not allow data to be recorded on that sec- 
tion 

drop out /,drvp ‘aut/ noun the failure of 
a small piece of tape or disk to be correctly 
magnetised for the accurate storage of data 
drum /dram/ noun an early type of mag- 
netic computer storage 

drum plotter /‘dram ,ploto/ noun a 
computer output device that consists of a 
movable pen and a piece of paper around a 
drum that can be rotated, creating patterns 
and text when both are moved in various 
ways 

dry contact /drar 'kontækt/ noun a 
faulty electrical connection, often causing 
an intermittent fault 


dry run /drat 'ran/ noun an act of run- 
ning a program with test data to check that 
everything works 

DS-0 /,di: es 'zrarau/ noun one single 
circuit in a high-speed T-1 data transmis- 
sion line, capable of transmitting informa- 
tion in 8-bit frames at a rate of 8,000 
frames per second, equal to 64 Kbits/sec- 
ond. Full form digital signal level zero 
DS-1 /,di: es 'wan/ noun a standard that 
defines the way data is formatted and 
transmitted over a T-1 line. Full form dig- 
ital signal level one 

DSL /,di: es 'el/ noun a system of trans- 
mitting data at high speed over standard 
telephone copper wire. Full form digital 
subscriber line 


COMMENT: One of the most popular DSL im- 
plementations is the ADSL (asymmetric digit- 
al subscriber line) scheme that provides a per- 
manent, high-speed connection to the Inter- 
net over standard telephone lines. 
DSP /,di: es 'pi:/ noun a special integrat- 
ed circuit used to manipulate digital sig- 
nals. Full form digital signal process- 


ing 
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DSR /,di: es 'a:/ noun a signal from a de- 
vice that it is ready to accept data, occur- 
ring after a DTR signal is received. Full 
form data set ready 

DSTP /,di: es ti: 'pi:/ noun a scheme 
used to store and retrieve web-based data 
using the XML page markup system. Full 
form data space transfer protocol 
D-SUB connector /,di: sab ka'nekto/ 
noun a video connector commonly used 
on PC monitors to carry all the video sig- 
nals in one cable 

DSW /,di: es 'dab(o)l ju:/ noun a data 
word transmitted from a device that con- 
tains information about its current status. 
Full form device status word 

DTE /,di: ti: 'i:/ noun a device at which a 
communications path starts or finishes. 
Full form data terminal equipment 
DTE rate /,di: ti: 'i: rert/ noun a meas- 
ure of how fast a device, especially a mo- 
dem, can exchange data with another PC 
taking into account data compression and 
coding systems (NOTE: The DTE rate is 
normally much higher than the DCE 
rate.) 

DTMF / di: ti: em 'ef/ noun a method of 
dialling in a telephone system in which 
each number on the telephone handset 
generates two tones. Each row and column 
of the telephone number grid generates a 
different tone, so each number will send 
one tone for the corresponding column and 
another for the row. Full form dual tone 
multi-frequency. Compare pulse-dial- 
ling (NOTE: If you press number ‘5’ it will 
send the tone for row two and for column 
two.) 

D to A converter /,di: tu ,e1 kən 
'v3ita/ noun full form digital to analog 
converter. » DAC 

DTP / di: ti: 'pi:/ noun the design, layout 
and printing of documents using special 
software, a desktop computer and a print- 
er. Full form desktop publishing 

DTR / di: ti: 'a:/ noun a signal from a de- 
vice that indicates that it is ready to send 
data. Full form data terminal ready 
DTS / di: ti: 'es/ noun a multichannel au- 
dio system. Full form digital theatre sys- 
tem 

DTV /,di: ti: 'vi:/ noun a combination of 
special software and extra hardware that 
allows a user to edit video on a PC. Full 
form desktop video (NOTE: The hard- 
ware connects the PC to a video record- 
er or camera and captures the video 


frames. The software can then be used 
to cut individual frames and rearrange 
the sequence.) 

D-type connector / di: tarp ka'nekta/ 
noun a connector that is shaped like an 
elongated letter D, which prevents the con- 
nector from being plugged in upside down 
O The serial port on a PC uses a 9-pin D- 
type connector. 


dual /'dju:əl/ adjective using two or a 


pair 
dual attachment /'dju:əl ə 
'tætfmənt/, dual attached station 


/,djurol 9,teet ft 'sterf(o)n/ noun a station 
that connects to both rings in an FDDI net- 
work, normally used for fault tolerance 
dual bus system /,djurol ‘bas 
,sistom/ noun a way of linking different 
parts of a system which keeps the memory 
bus separate from the input/output bus 
dual channel /,djuzal 't fæn(ə)l/ noun 
the use of two separate audio recording 
paths, as found in stereo equipment 

dual clocking /‘dju:ol klokıy/ noun 
multiplexed data, in which each set of data 
is available and valid on a different clock 
pulse or edge 

dual column /,dju:al 'koləm/ noun a 
unit of two separate parallel lists of infor- 
mation 

dual homing /,dju:ol 'houmm/ noun 
(in an FDDI system) a method of arrang- 
ing cables so that there are two separate 
routes between servers in case of a fault 
dual in-line memory module 
/,djurol jm lam 'mem(a)ri ,modju:l/ 
noun full form of DIMM 

dual-in-line package /,dju:ol m lain 
'pækıd3/ noun full form of DIL, DIP 
dual port memory /,djurol po:t 
'mem(9)ri/ noun memory with two sets of 
data and memory lines to allow communi- 
cations between CPUs 

dual processor /,dju:ol 'prəusesə/ 
noun a computer system with two proces- 
sors for faster program execution 
dual-scan display /,dju:ol sken dı 
'sple1/ noun a colour LCD screen that up- 
dates the image on screen in two passes 
dual systems /,djurol 'ststomz/ plural 
noun two computer systems, working in 
parallel on the same data, with the same in- 
structions, to ensure high reliability 

dual tone multi-frequency /,dju:əl 
təun ,malti 'frizkwansi/ noun full form 
of DTMF 


dub 
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dub /dab/ verb to add sound effects to an 
animation, multimedia presentation, film 
or video (NOTE: dubbing — dubbed) 

duct /dakt/ noun a pipe containing ca- 
bles, providing a tidy and protective sur- 
rounding for a group of cables 

dumb /dam/ adjective referring to a de- 
vice such as a computer terminal that is 
only able to transmit information to a com- 
puter or receive information from it, but 
cannot process data itself 

dumb terminal /dam 'ts:min(a)l/ 
noun a peripheral that can only transmit 
and receive data from a computer, but is 
not capable of processing data. Compare 
smart terminal 

dummy /‘dami/ noun an imitation prod- 
uct used to test the reaction of potential 
customers to its design 

dummy instruction /‘dami in 
,strakfan/ noun same as blank instruc- 
tion 

dummy variable /,dami 'veəriəb(ə)l/ 
noun a variable set up to satisfy the syntax 
of a language but replaced when the pro- 
gram is executed 

dump /damp/ noun 1. data which has 
been copied from one device to another for 
storage 2. the transferring of data to a disk 
for storage 3. US a printout of the contents 
of all or selected data in memory m verb to 
move data from one device or storage area 
to another O The account results were 
dumped to the backup disk. 

dump and restart /,damp on 'ri:sta:t/ 
noun software that will stop a program ex- 
ecution, dump any relevant data or pro- 
gram status then restart the program 
dump point /‘damp pornt/ noun a 
point in a program where the program and 
its data are saved onto backing store to 
minimise the effects of any future faults 
duodecimal number system 
/djursu,desim(a)l_ 'nambə _ ,sistam/ 
noun a number system with a radix of 12 
duplex /'dju:pleks/ noun the simultane- 
ous transmission of two signals on one line 
duplex circuit /‘dju:pleks ,sa:kit/ 
noun an electronic circuit used to transmit 
data in two directions simultaneously 
duplex computer /‘dju:pleks kom 
\pju:to/ noun a unit of two identical com- 
puter systems used in an on-line applica- 
tion, with one used as a backup in case of 
failure of the other 

duplexing /‘dju:pleksmm/ noun a tech- 
nique to increase the fault tolerance of net- 


works by using two identical controllers 
and disk drives (NOTE: Data is written to 
both via a separate controller. If one goes 
wrong, the second device is switched in 
under software control with no effect to 
the user. This is a more fault-tolerant sys- 
tem than disk mirroring.) 

duplex operation /,dju:pleks ,vpo 
‘rerf(a)n/ noun the transmission of data in 
two directions simultaneously 
duty-rated /'dju:ti rætd/ adjective re- 
ferring to the maximum number of opera- 
tions that a device can perform in a set 
time to a certain specification 

DVD / di: vi: 'di:/ noun a way of storing 
over 17Gb of data on a CD-ROM type 
disc. Full form digital versatile disc, 
digital videodisc 

DVD-A /,di: vi: ‘di: e1/ noun an audio 
DVD 

DVD-RAM /,di: vi: ‘di: reem/ noun a 
DVD disc drive that allows a user to write, 
erase and rewrite data onto a DVD disc 
DVD-Recordable /di: vi: di: rr 
'ko:dab(a)l/ noun a DVD disc drive that 
allows a user to write data once onto a 
DVD disc. Abbr DVD-R 

DVD-ROM /,di: vi: 'di: rom/ noun a 
DVD disc drive that can read a DVD disc 
and provides data transfer rates equal to a 
standard nine-times CD-ROM 

DVD+RW /,di: vi: di: plas a: 'dab(o)l 
ju:/ noun a type of rewritable DVD disc 
that allows a user to store data on the disc 
(NOTE: The DVD disc offers much greater 
storage capacity than a standard com- 
pact disc in a similar-sized disc. This 
standard was developed by Hewlett- 
Packard, Philips and Sony and has a ca- 
pacity of 3GB per side.) 

DVD-video /,di: vi: ,di: 'vidiau/ noun a 
standard that defines how full-length films 
can be compressed and stored on a DVD 
disc and played back on a dedicated player 
attached to a television set or viewed on a 
computer fitted with a DVD drive 

DVE / di: vi: 'i:/ noun special effects car- 
ried out by a PC on a video sequence; e.g., 
a fade between two sequences or a dis- 
solve. Full form digital video effects 
DV-I /,di: vi: 'ar/ noun a system that de- 
fines how video and audio signals should 
be compressed and displayed on a compu- 
ter. Full form digital video interactive 
DVI connector /,di: vi: ‘at ko,nekto/ 
noun a connector on a monitor or graphics 
equipment for video signals (NOTE: DVI-D 
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supports digital video signals, DVI-I sup- 
ports both analog and digital signals.) 
Dvorak keyboard /,dvo:reek 'ki:bo:d/ 
noun a keyboard layout that is more effi- 
cient to use than a normal QWERTY key- 
board layout 


DX /,di: 'eks/ suffix used after an Intel 
processor model number to signify that the 
processor has a floating-point arithmetic 
unit, a 32-bit data path and a built-in cache 
dyad /'daræd/ noun same as doublet 
dyadic Boolean operation /dar 
edik ,bu:lion ,ppa'rerf(a)n/ noun a log- 
ical operation that produces an output 
from two inputs 

dyadic operation /dat,edik vps 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun a binary operation using 
two binary operands 

dye-polymer recording /,dar 
‘pplimo r1,ko:di/ noun (in optical disks) 
recording method which creates minute 
changes in a thin layer of dye embedded in 
the plastic optical disk (NOTE: Dye-poly- 
mer recording has one big advantage — 
that the data stored on the optical disk 
using this method can be erased.) 
dye-sublimation printer /dar sabli 
,merf(o)n 'printe/ noun a high-quality 
colour printer that produces images by 
squirting tiny drops of coloured ink onto 
paper O The new dye-sublimation printer 
can produce colour images at a resolution 
of 300dpi. 

dynamic /dar'næmık/ adjective refer- 
ring to data which can change with time 


dynamic allocation /dat,nemik ,zlo 
‘kerf(a)n/ noun a system in which re- 
sources are allocated during a program 
run, rather than being determined in ad- 
vance 


dynamically redefinable character 
set /datnemikli  ri:di,farnab(o)l 
'kærıktə ,set/ noun a computer or video- 
text character set that can be changed 
when required 


dynamic buffer /datnemik 'bafo/ 
noun a buffer whose size varies with de- 
mand 


dynamic data exchange /dar 
wneemik 'dertə 1ks,tfernd3/ noun full 
form of DDE 

dynamic data structure /dai,nzemik 
'dertə ,straktfa/ noun a structure of a 
data management system which can be 
changed or adapted 


dynamic dump /dat,nemik 'damp/ 
nouna dump that is carried out periodical- 
ly during a program run 

dynamic host configuration pro- 
tocol /datnnemik houst kon,figju 
'rerf(ə)n ,provtokpl/ noun full form of 
DHCP 

dynamic link library /dar,næmık 
'lıyk jlarbrori/ noun full form of DLL 
dynamic memory = /dat,nemik 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun same as dynamic stor- 
age 

dynamic multiplexing /dar,næmık 
‘maltipleksin/ noun a multiplexing 
method which allocates time segments to 
signals according to demand 
dynamic RAM /dar,nemik 
noun same as dynamic storage 
dynamic random access memory 
/dai,nemik ,reendom ,ekses 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun same as dynamic storage 
dynamic relocation /dar,næmık 
riHou'kerf(o)n/ noun the process of 
moving data or coding or assigning abso- 
lute locations during a program execution 
dynamic relocation program /dar 
næmık ritlou'kerf(a)n prougræm/ 
noun a program that is moved from one 
section of memory to another during its 
run-time without affecting it or its data 
dynamic routing /dar,nemik 'ru:t19/ 
noun the process of selecting the shortest 
or most reliable path for data through ex- 
changes at the time of the connection 
dynamic stop /dar,næmık 'stop/ noun 
a stop in a process where the system tells 
the user that some action must be taken be- 
fore the processing will continue 
dynamic storage /dar,næmık 
'storrid3/ noun RAM that requires its 
contents to be updated regularly. Also 
called dynamic memory, dynamic ran- 
dom access memory 

dynamic storage allocation /dar 
mnemik 'sto:rid3 ,æləkerf(ə)n/ noun the 
process of allocating memory to a program 
when it needs it rather than reserving a 
block before it has run 

dynamic subroutine /dat,nzemik 
'sabru:tiin/ noun a subroutine whose 
function must be defined each time it is 
called 

dynamic update /dar'nzmik ,apdeit/ 
noun a display, e.g. a graph, updated in 
real time as new data arrives 

DYUV /,di: war ju: 'vi:/ noun a digital 
video encoding technique in which lumi- 


'reem/ 
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nance of a pixel is calculated by the RGB 
input signal, Y0.6G + 0.3R + O.1B=. Full 
form delta YUV (NOTE: From the value of 


Y it is possible to calculate the values of 
U and V as UR - Y; VB-Y.) 


E 


E symbol the hexadecimal number equiv- 
alent to decimal number 14 


E-1 /i: wan/ noun a European high-speed 
telecommunications line that can carry 
data at 2.048 Mbits/second and is normal- 
ly divided into hundreds of channels that 
carry information at a lower transmission 
rate but are more convenient for customers 
(NOTE: The US equivalent is T-1.) 


EAPROM /i: e1 'pi: rom/ noun a ver- 
sion of EAROM which can be pro- 
grammed. Full form electrically altera- 
ble programmable read-only memory 


early token release /,3:li 'toukon rı 
jlits/ noun (in a Token-Ring or FDDI net- 
work) system that allows two tokens to be 
present on a ring network, useful when 
traffic is very busy 


EAROM /,i: ‘er ,rom/ noun a read-only 
memory chip whose contents can be pro- 
grammed by applying a certain voltage to 
a write pin, and can be erased by light or a 
reverse voltage. Full form electrically al- 
terable read-only memory 


earth /3:0/ nouna connection in a circuit 
representing zero potential O All loose 
wires should be tied to earth. @ verb to 
connect an electrical device to the earth O 
All appliances must be earthed. (NOTE: US 
English is ground) 

earth wire /3:0 'warə/ noun a connect- 
ing wire between an electrical device and 
the earth, representing zero potential 
EBCDIC / i: bi: si: di: ar 'si:/ noun an 8- 
bit binary character coding system used 
mainly on IBM computers, in which each 
number represents a different character or 
symbol. It is similar to the ASCII system. 


Full form extended binary coded deci- 
mal interchange code 


EBNF /,i: bi: en 'ef/ noun a more flexible 
way of defining the syntax of a language. 
Full form extended Backus-Naur Form. 
> BNF 


ebook /‘i:buk/ noun an electronic ver- 
sion of a book, in which the text and any 
pictures are stored in a file format that can 
then be displayed using special software 
on a PC or laptop screen or on a dedicated 
portable or hand-held device or PDA. Also 
called electronic book 

EBR /i: bi: ‘a:/ noun the process of re- 
cording the output from a computer direct- 
ly onto microfilm using an electron beam. 
Full form electron beam recording 


e-business /'i: ,b1znos/ noun 1. a com- 
pany that does business on the Internet 2. 
business activity that is carried out using 
the Internet 


echo /'ekau/ noun the return of a signal 
back to the source from which it was trans- 
mitted (NOTE: The plural is echoes.) m 
verb to return a received signal along the 
same transmission path (NOTE: echoes - 
echoing — echoed) 

echo cancellation 'ekau 
ikeensaleif(9)n/ noun a technique used in 
high speed modems to remove echo sig- 
nals from the line 

echo check /'ekou tfek/ noun a proce- 
dure in which each character received at a 
terminal is returned to the transmitter and 
checked to ensure accurate data transmis- 
sion 

ECL /,i: si: 'el/ noun a high-speed logic 
circuit design using the emitters of the 
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transistors as output connections to other 
stages. Full form emitter coupled logic 
ECMA abbr European Computer Manu- 
facturers Association 

ECMA symbol /,i: si: em ‘er ,stmbal/ 
noun any one of a standard set of symbols 
used to draw flowcharts 

ECML /,i: si: em 'el/ abbr electronic 
commerce modelling language 
e-commerce /'i: ,koms:s/ noun a the 
process of buying and selling products on 
the Internet. Also called electronic com- 
merce 

ECP / i: si: 'pi:/ noun a system developed 
by Microsoft to improve the performance 
and functionality of the parallel printer 
port. Full form enhanced communica- 
tion port 

EDAC / i: di: e1 'si:/ noun a forward error 
correction system for data communica- 
tions. Full form error detection and cor- 
rection 

EDC /,i: di: 'si:/ abbr electronic data cap- 
ture 

edge /ed3/ noun a side of a flat object 
edge board /'edz bo:d/ noun a printed 
circuit board that has a series of contact 
strips along one edge allowing it to be in- 
serted into an edge connector 

edge card /'ed3 ka:d/ noun same as 
edge board 

edge connector /ed3 ka'nekta/ noun 
a long connector with a slot containing 
metal contacts to allow it to make electri- 
cal contact with an edge board 


“Connections to the target board are made via IC test 
clips or the edge connector.’ [Electronics Today] 


edge detection /ed3z di'tekf(a)n/ 
noun an algorithm and routines used in 
image recognition to define the edges of an 
object 

edge notched card /,ed3 nvtJt 'ka:d/ 
noun a paper card which has punched 
holes along an edge to represent data 
edge-triggered /ed3 'trigad/ adjective 
referring to a process or circuit which is 
clocked or synchronised by the changing 
level of a clock signal rather than the level 
itself 

EDI /,i: di: 'at/ noun a system of sending 
orders, paying invoices or transferring 
company information over a network or 
telephone line using an email system. Full 
form electronic data interchange 
(NOTE: EDI is often used to send instruc- 
tions to pay money direct from one com- 


pany to another, or from one bank to a 
company.) 

edit /‘edit/ verb to change, correct and 
modify text or programs 

edit command /‘edit ko,ma:nd/ plural 
noun a sequence of characters or keys that 
must be pressed to accomplish a function 
in an editor 

edit decision list /,edit di's13(0)n 
list/ noun a method of editing video in 
which the operator defines the points 
where he or she would like the video to be 
edited and then this list of actions is used 
in an on-line edit suite to carry out the edits 
automatically. Abbr EDL 

editing run /‘editry ran/ noun process- 
ing carried out to check that new data 
meets certain requirements before actually 
analysing the data and its information con- 
tent 

editing term /‘edit1y t3:m/ plural noun 
a command word or instruction sequence 
used when editing 

edit key /'edit ki:/ noun a key which 
starts a function that makes an editor easier 
to use O There are several special edit keys 
— this one will re-format the text. 

editor program /‘edita ,prougrem/ 
noun a piece of software that allows the 
user to select sections of a file and alter, 
delete or add to them 

edit window /‘edit ,windau/ noun the 
area of the screen in which the user can 
display and edit text or graphics 

EDLIN /,i: di: el ar 'en/ noun an MS- 
DOS system utility that allows a user to 
make changes to a file on a line-by-line ba- 
sis 

EDO memory /,i: di: ou 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun memory technology that provides 
better performance by being able to find 
and read data from a memory location in 
one operation. Full form extended data 
output memory (NOTE: It can also store 
the last piece of data that was saved to 
memory in a cache ready to be read back 
from memory.) 

EDP / i: di: 'pi:/ noun data processing us- 
ing computers and electronic devices. Full 
form electronic data processing 

EDP capability /i: di: pi: ,kerpo 
'bilıti/ noun the capacity of a word-proc- 
essor to carry out certain data processing 
functions 

EDS /,i: di: 'es/ noun a disk drive using a 
removable disk pack as opposed to a fixed 
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disk. Full form exchangeable disk stor- 
age 
EDT abbr electronic depository transfer 
EDTV /,i: di: ti: 'vi:/ noun an enhance- 
ment to the NTSC standard for television 
transmission that offers higher definition 
and a wide aspect ratio. Full form extend- 
ed-definition television (NOTE: EDTV 
normally has an aspect ratio of 4:3; if 
greater than this it is called EDTV-wide.) 
edu suffix used at the end of an Internet 
domain name to indicate that the organisa- 
tion is an educational institution rather 
than a commercial company 
edutainment /,edju'temmont/ noun 
software that is a cross between entertain- 
ment or games software and educational 
products 
EEMS /,i: i: em 'es/ noun a development 
of EMS that is a standard method of ex- 
panding the main memory fitted into an 
IBM PC. Full form enhanced expanded 
memory system. ù EMS 
EEPROM abbr electrically erasable pro- 
grammable read-only memory 
EEROM abbr electrically erasable read- 
only memory 
effective address /1,fektiv ə'dres/ 
noun the address resulting from the modi- 
fication of an address 
effective instruction /1,fektiv im 
‘strakfon/ noun the resulting instruction 
executed after the modification of an orig- 
inal instruction 
effective search speed /1,fektiv 
'saitf ,spi:d/ noun the rate of finding a 
particular section of information from a 
storage device 
effective throughput  /1,fektiv 
‘Oru:put/ noun the average throughput of 
a processor 
EFT /,i: ef 'ti:/ noun a system in which 
computers are used to transmit money to 
and from banks. Full form electronic 
funds transfer 
EFTPOS /i: ef ti: pi: ou 'es/ noun a 
terminal at a POS that is linked to a central 
computer which automatically transfers 
money from the customer’s account to the 
shop’s. Full form electronic funds 
transfer point-of-sale 
‘Alphameric has extended its range specifically for 
the hospitality market and has developed an eftpos 
package which allows most credit and debit cards to 
be processed.’ [Computing] 
egg timer /‘eg ,tarma/ noun a computer 
icon shaped like an hourglass that appears 


on the screen to show that a task is being 
performed but is not yet completed 
EIA abbr Electronics Industry Associa- 
tion 
EIA interface /i: ar jer ,mto'fers/ 
noun a standard defining interface signals, 
transmission rate and power usually used 
to connect terminals to modems 
EIDE /,i: at di: 'i:/ noun an enhanced IDE 
specification that improves the perform- 
ance and data transfer rates to and from a 
hard disk drive. Full form extended inte- 
grated drive electronics 
eight-bit /ert bit/, 8-bit adjective refer- 
ring to an outdated small, low cost, low 
power home computer in which the CPU 
can process eight-bit words 
eight-bit byte /eit bit/, eight-bit octet 
/ ert bit pk'tet/ noun a byte made up of 
eight binary digits 
eight-bit octet /,ert bit pk'tet/ noun 
same as eight-bit byte 
8-bit sample /,e1t bit 'stændəd/ noun 
single sample of an analogue signal which 
is stored as an 8-bit number, meaning that 
it can detect 256 possible levels. ù 16-bit 
sample, 24-bit sample 
eight-inch disk, 8-inch disk noun a 
high-capacity floppy disk which is eight 
inches in diameter 
eight-inch drive, 8-inch drive nouna 
disk drive for a eight-inch disk 
eighty-column screen, 80-column 
screen noun a screen that can display 
eighty characters horizontally 
eighty-track disk, 80-track disk noun 
a disk formatted to contain eighty tracks 
EIS /,i: ar 'es/ noun easy-to-use software 
providing information to a manager or ex- 
ecutive about his or her company. Full 
form executive information system 
EISA /,i: ar es 'e1/ noun a group of PC 
manufacturers who formed an association 
to promote a 32-bit expansion bus stand- 
ard as a rival to the MCA bus standard 
from IBM. Full form Electronics Indus- 
try Standards Association 
COMMENT: The EISA expansion bus standard 
is backwards compatible with the older ISA 
standard of expansion cards, but also fea- 
tures 32-bit data path and allows bus master- 
ing. 
either-or operation /arðo ‘os: 
\Dperelf(a)n/ noun a logical function that 
produces a true output if any input is true 


either-way operation /,a1do ‘wer 
Dporeif(a)n/ noun data transmission in 
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one direction at a time over a bidirectional 
channel 

elapsed time /1,leepst 'tarm/ noun the 
time taken by the user to carry out a task on 
a computer 

elastic banding /1'lestrk bendin/ 
noun a method of defining the limits of an 
image on a computer screen by stretching 
a boundary around it 

elastic buffer /1,leestik 'bafə/ noun a 
buffer size that changes according to de- 
mand 

electrically alterable programma- 
ble read-only memory /:,lektrrkli 
iltoraB(a)l =, prougreemob(o)l ri:xd 
unli 'mem(a)ri/ noun full form of 
EAPROM 

electrically alterable read-only 
memory /i,lektrikli ,o:ltoraB(o)! ,rixd 
unli 'mem(a)ri/ noun full form of 
EAROM 

electrically erasable programma- 
ble read-only memory /1,lektrikli 1 
rerzəb(ə)l prougræməb(ə)l ,rizd ,sunli 
'mem(a)ri/ noun a ROM storage chip 
which can be programmed and erased us- 
ing an electrical signal. Abbr EEPROM 
electrically erasable read-only 
memory /1,lektrikli 1,re1zab(e)l ,ri:d 
unli 'mem(a)ri/ noun an EAROM 
memory chip whose contents can be pro- 
grammed by applying a certain voltage to 
a write pin, and can be erased by light or a 
reverse voltage. Abbr EEROM 
electrical polarity /1,lektrik(a)l pou 
'lærıti/ noun the definition of whether an 
electrical signal is positive or negative, in- 
dicating whether a point is a source or col- 
lector of electrical current (NOTE: Positive 
polarity terminals are usually marked 
red, negative are black.) 

electric charge /i'lektrik tfa:d3/ 
noun the presence of a number of atoms 
that are charged, because of an excess or 
deficiency of electrons 

electric current /i,lektrik 'karont/ 
noun the mass movement of electric 
charge in a conductor 

electricity /1,lek'trisiti/ noun an elec- 
tric current used to provide light or heat or 
power O The electricity was cut off, and 
the computers crashed. 

electrographic printer I 
jlektrougrefik 'prints/ noun same as 
electrostatic printer 
electroluminescence /,elektrau 
lu:rmr'nes(a)ns/ noun light emitted from 


a phosphor dot when it is struck by an elec- 
tron or charged particle 
electroluminescent /,elektrau lu:m1 
‘nes(a)nt/ adjective capable of emitting 
light due to electroluminescence O The 
screen coating is electroluminescent. 
electroluminescent display / 
jektraulu:mimesont dr'splei/ noun a 
flat, lightweight display screen made up of 
two pieces of glass covered with a grid of 
conductors, separated by a thin layer of 
gas which luminesces when a point of the 
grid is selected by two electric signals 
electroluminescing /,elektrou lu:m1 
‘nesin/ adjective emitting light due to 
electroluminescence 

electromagnetic /1,lektroumeeg 
'‘netik/ adjective generating a magnetic 
field or magnetic effect when supplied 
with electrical power 

electromagnetic interference /1 
jektraumegnetik ,ıntə'frərəns/ noun 
full form of EMI 

electron beam /1'lek,tron bi:m/ noun 
a narrow, focused stream of electrons 
moving at high speed in the same direc- 
tion, often in a vacuum O The electron 
beam draws the image on the inside of a 
CRT screen. 

electron beam recording /1,lektron 
ibirm r1'kordin/ noun full form of EBR 
electron gun /1'lek,tron gan/ noun a 
part of a CRT that produces a beam of 
electrons. Also called gun 

electronic agenda / elektronık ə 
'dzendə/ noun software that allows a user 
to record appointments for each day 
electronic blackboard /,elektronik 
'blækbə:d/ noun a means of transmitting 
handwritten text and diagrams over a tele- 
phone line 

electronic book /,elektronik 'buk/ 
noun same as ebook 

electronic commerce / elektronık 
'koms:s/ noun same as e-commerce 
electronic data interchange 
/ elektronık 'deita ,mtotfernd3/ noun 
full form of EDI 

electronic data processing 
/ elektronık 'deita ,prausesiy/ noun full 
form of EDP 

electronic data processing capa- 
bility /,elektronik ,dertə ,prousesin 
i|kerpa'biliti/ noun the ability of a word- 
processor to carry out certain data process- 
ing functions 


electronic digital computer 
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electronic digital computer 
/ elektronık ,did3it(a)l_ kom'pju:to/ 
noun a digital computer constructed with 
electronic components (NOTE: The basic 
form uses a CPU, main memory, backing 
storage and input/output devices. these 
are all implemented with electronic com- 
ponents and integrated circuits.) 
electronic filing /,elektrontk ‘farlm/ 
noun a system of storage of documents 
which can be easily retrieved 

electronic funds transfer 
/ elektronık 'fandz ,treensfs:/ noun full 
form of EFT 

electronic funds transfer point-of- 
sale /elektrontk ,fandz_,trensfs: 
point ov 'seil/ noun full form of EFT- 
POS 

electronic mail /,eliktrontk 'merl/ 
noun same as email 

electronic mailbox / elektronık 
'meilbpks/ noun a system for storing 
messages sent by email until the person to 
whom they were sent is ready to read them 
O When I log onto the network, I always 
check my electronic mailbox for new mes- 
sages. 

electronic pen /,elektrontk 'pen/ 
noun a light pen or wand. Also called 
electronic stylus 

electronic point-of-sale 
/ elektronık ,pornt əv 'seil/ noun full 
form of EPOS 

electronic publishing /,clektronik 
'pablı f19/ noun 1. the use of desktop pub- 
lishing packages and laser printers to pro- 
duce printed matter 2. the process of using 
computers to write and display informa- 
tion, as in viewdata 

electronic pulse /,elektronik 'pals/ 
noun a short voltage pulse 

electronics /,eclek'troniks/ noun the 
application of knowledge of electrons and 
their properties to manufactured products 
such as computers and telephones O the 
electronics industry 

electronic shopping /,elektronik 
'fopin/ noun a system of shopping from 
the home, using computerised catalogues 
and paying by credit card, by means of a 
home computer terminal 

electronic signature /,elektronik 
'sıgnıt fə/ noun a piece of text in code, at- 
tached to an email, that confirms the iden- 
tity of its sender 

electronics industry association 
interface /elektroniks ,mdastri ə 


/Sausielf(a)n 'ıntəfers/ noun a standard 
defining interface signals, transmission 
rate and power usually used to connect ter- 
minals to modems. Abbr EIA 
Electronics Industry Standards 
Association /elek,tronitks ,mndastri 
'steendodz ə,səusierf(ə)n/ noun full 
form of EISA 

electronic smog /,clektronitk 'smpg/ 
noun excessive stray electromagnetic 
fields and static electricity generated by 
large numbers of electronic equipment 
(NOTE: This can damage equipment or a 
person’s health.) 

electronic stylus = /,elektrontk 
'statlas/ noun same as electronic pen 
electronic traffic = /,elektronik 
'træfık/ noun data transmitted in the form 
of electronic pulses 

electronic wand /,elektrontk 'wond/ 
noun same as electronic pen 
electrophotographic /,elektrou 
fauto'grefik/ adjective referring to a 
printing technique used in many laser 
printers in which a laser beam creates an 
image on a charged drum (NOTE: The 
drum then attracts particles of fine black 
toner to the charged areas and transfers 
the image to paper which is then passed 
near a heater to melt the toner onto the 
paper.) 

electrosensitive paper i 
jlektrausensitiv 'perpə/ noun metal- 
coated printing paper which can display 
characters using localised heating with a 
special dot-matrix print head 
electrosensitive printing I 
lektrausensitiv 'printin/ noun printing 
using electrosensitive paper 
electrostatic /ilektrau'stztik/ adjec- 
tive referring to devices using the proper- 
ties of static electrical charge 
electrostatic printer /1,lektraustetrk 
‘prints/ noun a type of printer which 
forms an image on the paper by charging 
certain regions to provide character shapes 
and other images and using ink with an op- 
posite charge which sticks to the paper 
where required. Also called electro- 
graphic printer 

electrostatic screen Nn 
lektraustetik 'skrin/ noun a metal 
cage surrounding sensitive equipment and 
connected to ground to protect it from in- 
terference 

electrostatic storage i 
jektraustetik 'sto:rid3/ noun storage of 
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data in the form of small electrically 
charged regions on a dielectric material 
electrothermal printer / 
jlektrau@3:mol 'prıntə/ noun a printer 
that uses a printing head with a dot matrix 
of heating elements to form characters on 
electrosensitive paper 

elegant programming /,eligənt 
,prou'græmıy/ noun the writing of well- 
structured programs using the minimum 
number of instructions 

element /'elıimənt/ noun 1. a small part 
of an object which is made up of many 
similar parts 2. one number or cell of a ma- 
trix or array 

elementary /,elt'ment(o)ri/ adjective 
made of many similar small sections or ob- 
jects 

elevator /‘elrvetto/ noun a small, square 
indicator displayed within a scroll bar that 
indicates where you are within a long doc- 
ument or image O The user can scroll 
through the image or text by dragging the 
elevator up or down the scroll bar. 
elimination factor /ılımī'nerf(ə)n 
fæktə/ noun the section of data that is not 
used during a search 

else rule /‘els ru:l/ noun a program log- 
ical rule used with an IF-THEN instruction 
to provide an alternative if the IF-THEN 
condition is not met 

em /em/ noun a measure equal to the 
width of the letter ‘m’ in a particular font 
EM /,i: 'em/ abbr end of medium 

email /‘i: me1l/, e-mail noun a system of 
sending messages to and receiving mes- 
sages from other users on a network. Also 
called electronic mail 

email-enabled application /,i:merl 
in,e1b(a)ld ,zplikerf(a)n/ noun a soft- 
ware application, e.g. a word-processor or 
spreadsheet, that includes a direct link to 
an email application to allow a user to send 
the current document as an email (NOTE: In 
Microsoft applications, there is a Send 
option under the File menu that allows a 
user to send the document using email.) 
embedded code /tm,bedid 'koud/ 
noun sections or routines written in ma- 
chine code, inserted into a high-level pro- 
gram to speed up or perform a special 
function 

embedded command /1m,bedid kə 
'ma:nd/ noun a printer control command, 
e.g. one indicating that text should be in 
italics, inserted into text and used by a 
word-processor when text formatting 


embedded computer /1m,bedid kom 
‘pjuito/ noun a dedicated computer con- 
trolling a machine 

embedded object /tm,bedid əb 
'dzekt/ noun a feature of Windows OLE 
that allows a file or object, e.g. an image, 
to be included within another document or 
file 


embedded system = /1m,bedid 
'sıstəm/ noun same as embedded com- 
puter 


embedding /tm'bedin/ noun (in Win- 
dows) the act of dragging an object and 
dropping it into a document or file so that 
is included within the document 
EMI /,i: em 'ar/ noun corruption of data 
due to nearby electrically generated mag- 
netic fields. Full form electromagnetic 
interference 
emitter-coupled logic /i,mito 
iKap(a)ld 'lod31k/ noun full form of ECL 
EMM /,i: em 'em/ nouna utility that man- 
ages the extra expanded memory fitted in 
an IBM PC and makes it available for pro- 
grams to use. Full form expanded mem- 
ory manager 
emoticon /1'mautikon/ noun an ar- 
rangement of letters and symbols that rep- 
resents a particular emotion, e.g. :- for 
happiness 
‘Smileys, or emoticons, have been around for a long 
time: the simplest ones, such as :-), can indicate in a 
tense-sounding email or text message that you are 


not feeling as angry as you may appear.’ 
[The Guardian] 


emphasis /'emfəsıs/ noun 1. a filter 
that helps cut down the background noise 
and so boost a signal 2. a special effects 
function in a paint program that will in- 
crease the value of a range of colours so 
that they appear brighter (NOTE: The plural 
is emphases.) 

empty medium /,empti 'mi:diom/ 
noun a blank but formatted storage medi- 
um that is ready to accept data 

empty slot /‘empti slot/ noun 1. a 
packet of data in a packet-switching LAN 
that is carrying no information 2. an un- 
used expansion edge connector on a moth- 
erboard 

EMS /,i: em 'es/ noun a standard in an 
IBM PC that defines extra memory added 
above the 640 Kb limit of conventional 
memory. Full form expanded memory 
system (NOTE: This memory can only be 
used by specially written programs.) 
emulate /'emju,lert/ verb to copy or be- 
have like something else O Some laser 
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printers are able to emulate the more pop- 
ular office printers. (NOTE: emulates — 
emulating — emulated) 
*...some application programs do not have the right 
drivers for a laser printer, so look out for laser print- 
ers which are able to emulate the more popular office 
printers’ [Publish] 
emulation /,emju'lerf(9)n/ noun be- 
haviour by one computer or printer which 
is exactly the same as another and which 
allows the same programs to be run and 
the same data to be processed 
emulation facility /,emju'lerf(a)n fo 
,sIlıti/ noun a feature of hardware or soft- 
ware which emulates another system 
*...full communications error checking built into the 
software ensures reliable file transfers and a terminal 
emulation facility enables a user’s terminal to be 
used as if it were a terminal to the remote computer’ 
[Byte] 
emulator /'emjulertə/ noun a piece of 
software or hardware that allows a ma- 
chine to behave like another 


‘...for an authentic retro coding experience, down- 
load an emulator and turn your computer into a vir- 
tual BBC Micro.’ [The Guardian] 


emulsion laser storage /1,malJ(o)n 
‘leiza_,stoirid3/ noun a digital storage 
technique using a laser to expose light- 
sensitive material 

en /en/ noun a unit of measure equal to 
half the width of an em 

enable /in'e1b(9)l/ verb to use an elec- 
tronic signal to start a process or access a 
function on a chip or circuit (NOTE: ena- 
bles — enabling — enabled) 

enabled /n'erb(ə)ld/ adjective referring 
to a function or menu item that is available 
to the user O Jf an option on a menu ap- 
pears in grey text rather than black, this in- 
dicates that these are not enabled and that 
you cannot use the option. 

enabling signal /m'erblin ,stgn(a)l/ 
noun a signal that starts a process or al- 
lows one to take place 

encapsulated /m'kzpsjuleitid/ ad- 
jective referring to something contained 
within another thing 

encapsulated PostScript /mn 
\kepsjulettid ‘poustskript/ noun a 
PostScript facility providing commands 
that describe an image or page contained 
within a file that can be placed within a 
graphics or DTP program. Abbr EPS 
encapsulated PostScript file /m 
kepsjulertid 'poustskript fail/ noun a 
file that contains encapsulated PostScript 
instructions. Abbr EPSF 


encapsulation = /in'kzpsjulerf(9)n/ 
noun (in a network) a system of sending a 
frame of data in one format within a frame 
of another format 


encipher /tn'saifo/ verb to convert 
plaintext into a secure coded form by 
means of a cipher system O Our competi- 
tors cannot understand our files — they 
have all been enciphered. Opposite deci- 
pher 

enclosed object /in,klouzd ab'd3ekt/ 
noun a graphic object that is closed on all 
sides and so can be filled with a colour or 
pattern 

encode /in'kaud/ verb to apply the rules 
of a code to a program or data (NOTE: en- 
codes — encoding — encoded) 

encoder /in'kəudə/ noun a device that 
can translate data from one format to an- 
other 


encoding /1n'kaudin/ noun the transla- 
tion of a message or text according to a 
coding system 

encoding format /in'koudin ,fo:met/ 
noun a method of coding data stored on a 
magnetic disk to avoid a series of similar 
bits 

encrypt /in'kript/ verb to convert plain- 
text to a secure coded form, using a cipher 
system O The encrypted text can be sent 
along ordinary telephone lines, and no one 
will be able to understand it. 


encryption /m'kripfon/ noun the con- 
version of plaintext to a secure coded form 
by means of a cipher system 

end /end/ noun a statement or character 
to indicate the last word of a source file 


end about carry /,end ə'bavt ,keri/ 
noun (in BCD arithmetic) the most signif- 
icant digit added into the least significant 
place. Also called end around carry 
end about shift /end o'baut ,fift/ 
noun data movement to the left or right in 
a word, in which the bits falling outside the 
word boundary are discarded and replaced 
with zeros 

end around carry /,end ə'raund 
i|keeri/ noun same as end about carry 
end key /'end ki:/ noun ( a key on an 
IBM PC keyboard that moves the cursor to 
the end of the current line 

endless loop /‘endlas lu:p/ noun a 
continuous piece of recording tape or 
number of computer instructions that are 
continuously repeated 
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end of address /,end ov ə'dres/ noun 
a transmitted code which indicates that ad- 
dress data has been sent. Abbr EOA 

end of block /,end ov 'blok/ noun a 
code which shows that the last byte of a 
block of data has been sent through a com- 
munications link. Abbr EOB 

end of data /,end əv 'dertə/ noun a 
code which shows that the end of a stored 
data file has been reached. Abbr EOD 
end of document /end ov 
'dokjumənt/ noun same as end of file 
end of file /,end əv 'farl/ noun a marker 
after the last record in a file. Also called 
end of document. Abbr EOF 

end of job /,end ov 'd3pb/ noun a code 
used in batch processing to show that a job 
has been finished. Abbr EOJ 

end of line /,end ov '‘lam/ noun a code 
to indicate the end of a line, usually either 
a CR or LF character. Abbr EOL 

end of medium /,end ov 'mi:diom/ 
noun a code that indicates the end of usa- 
ble physical medium. Abbr EM 

end of message /,end ov 'mesid3/ 
noun a code used to separate the last char- 
acter of one message from the first of an- 
other message. Abbr EOM 

end of record /,end ov 'reko:d/ noun a 
code used to show the end of a record. 
Abbr EOR 

end of run routines /,end ov 'ran ru: 
,timnz/ plural noun routines carried out be- 
fore a program run finishes to perform cer- 
tain system housekeeping functions 

end of tape /,end ov 'terp/ noun a code 
used to indicate the end of a magnetic tape 
end of text /,end ov 'tekst/ noun a code 
sent after last character of text. Abbr EOT, 
ETX 

end of transmission /,end ov trænz 
‘mif(a)n/ noun a sequence of characters 
indicating that all the data from a terminal 
or peripheral has been transmitted. Abbr 
EOT 

end product /end 'prodakt/ noun a 
product made at the end of a production 
process 

end system /end 'ststam/ noun a serv- 
er or host computer connected to the Inter- 
net 

end system to intermediate sys- 
tem /end ,sistom tə ,Inta'mi:diat 
,sistom/ noun an OSI protocol standard 
that allows host computers to locate a rout- 
er. Abbr ES-IS (NOTE: The host comput- 


ers constitute the end system and the 
router is the intermediate system.) 

end user /end 'ju:zə/ noun a person 
who will use the device, program or prod- 
uct O The company is creating a computer 
with a specific end user in mind. 

Energy Star /'enad3i sta:/ noun a 
standard and logo on a monitor, computer 
or other electrical device indicating that 
the product has been specially designed to 
save electricity 

engine /‘end31n/ noun a part of a soft- 
ware package that carries out a particular 
function O A search engine is the part of a 
multimedia title that lets a user search for 
text in a multimedia book. 

enhanced communication port /1n 
shamnst ka,mjuini'kerf(a)n po:t/ noun 
full form of ECP 
enhanced-definition television /in 
sharnst ,definif(a)n ,telr'v13(9)n/ noun 
full form of EDTV 

enhanced dot matrix /in,ha:nst „dot 
'meitriks/ noun a clearer character or 
graphics printout using smaller dots and 
more dots per inch than standard dot ma- 
trix 

enhanced expanded memory 
specification /m,ha:nst 1k ,spændıd 
'mem(a)ri_,spesifikerf(a)n/ noun full 
form of EEMS 

enhanced keyboard = /in,ha:nst 
'kirbord/ noun an IBM PC keyboard with 
101 or 102 keys and a row of 12 function 
keys arranged along the top of the key- 
board, with a separate numeric keypad on 
the right 

enhanced parallel port /mn,hanst 
‘peralel ,po:t/ noun full form of EPP 
enhanced small device interface 
/in,hamst sma:l di'vats ,intofers/ noun 
full form of ESDI 

enhancement /in'ha:nsmant/ noun an 
add-on facility which improves the output 
or performance of equipment 

enhancer /1n'ha:nsa/ noun a device or 
software which enhances a process or 
product 

ENQ abbr enquiry 

enquiry /tn'kwatri/ noun a request for 
data or information from a device or data- 
base 

enquiry character = /in'‘kwairi 
ikeerikta/ noun a special control code that 
is a request for identification or status or 
data from a device 


enter 
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enter /'entə/ verb to type in information 
on a terminal or keyboard 

entering /'entərıy/ noun the act of typ- 
ing in data or writing items in a record 
enter key /‘enta ki:/ noun a key pressed 
to indicate the end of an input or line of 
text 

enterprise network = /‘entopraiz 
netwa3:k/ noun a network which connects 
all the workstations or terminals or com- 
puters in a company (NOTE: It can be with- 
in one building or link several buildings in 
different countries.) 

enterprise software /'entəprarz 
spftweo/ noun computer software that is 
designed to integrate and automate all of a 
company’s functions 

entity /‘entiti/ noun a subject to which 
the data stored in a file or database refers 
(NOTE: The plural is entities.) 

entry /‘entri/ noun a single record or data 
about one action or object in a database or 
library (NOTE: The plural is entries.) 
entry condition /‘entri kən,dıf(ə)n/ 
noun a condition that must be satisfied be- 
fore a routine can be entered 

entry instruction /,entri m'strakfon/ 
noun the first instruction executed in a 
called subroutine 

entry point /‘entri pornt/ noun the ad- 
dress from which a program or subroutine 
is to be executed 

entry time /‘entri tarm/ noun a point in 
time when a program or job or batch will 
be executed by the operating system 
scheduler 

enumerated type  /i'nju:moreitd 
tarp/ noun data storage or classification 
using numbers to represent chosen con- 
venient labels 


COMMENT: If ‘man’, ‘horse’, ‘dog’, ‘cat’ are the 
items of data, stored by the machine simply as 
0, 1, 2, 3, they can still be referred to in the 
program as man, horse etc. to make it easier 
for the user to recognise them. 


enumeration /1,nju:ms're1f(9)n/ noun 
a method of identifying resources or ob- 
jects using a unique number 

envelope /‘envoloup/ noun 1. a trans- 
mitted packet of data containing error-de- 
tection and control information 2. (in mul- 
timedia) the shape of the decay curve of a 
sound 3. (in email) the data which con- 
tains a mail message with the destination 
address information 

envelope feeder /‘envaloup _,fi:do/ 
noun a special add-on to a printer used to 


print on an envelope instead of a sheet of 
paper 

envelope printer /‘envaloup ,printo/ 
noun a special printer used to print the ad- 
dress on an envelope 

environment /in'vatranmont/ noun 1. 
the condition in a computer system of all 
the registers and memory locations 2. the 
imaginary space in which a user works 
when using a computer. This can be 
changed to suit the user’s needs — by defin- 
ing its characteristics such as colour or 
wallpaper and by setting up a printer, key- 
board and fonts. 

environment space /in'vairanmont 
speis/ noun the amount of memory free to 
be used by a program 

environment variable /m 
'varrənmənt ,veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a varia- 
ble set by the system or by a user at the 
system command line which can be used 
by any program 

EOA abbrend of address 

EOB abbr end of block 

EOD abbr end of data 

EOF abbr end of file 

EOJ abbr end of job 

EOL abbr end of line 

EOM abbr end of message 

EOR abbr end of record 

EOT abbr end of text 

EPOS /‘i:pps/ noun a system that uses a 
computer terminal at a point-of-sale site 
for electronic funds transfer or stock con- 
trol as well as matters such as product 
identification. Full form electronic 
point-of-sale 

EPP / i: pi: 'pi:/ noun a standard that de- 
fines the way data can be transferred at 
high speed through a parallel port connec- 
tor. Full form enhanced parallel port 
EPROM /,i: 'pi: ,rom/ abbrerasable pro- 
grammable read-only memory 

EPS abbr encapsulated PostScript 
EPSF abbr encapsulated PostScript file 
equality /1'kwoliti/ noun a logical func- 
tion whose output is true if either of two 
inputs is true, and false if both inputs are 
the same (NOTE: The plural is equalities.) 
equipment failure = /1'kwipmont 
iferlja/ noun a hardware fault, rather than 
a software fault 

equivalence /1'kwivoalans/ noun a log- 
ical operation that is true if all the inputs 
are the same 
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COMMENT: Output is 1 if both inputs are 1 or if 
both are 0; if the two inputs are different, the 
output is 0. 
equivalence function /1'kwrivalons 
'fankJon/ noun 1. an AND function 2. a 
logical function whose output is true if 
both inputs are the same P also called 
equivalence operation 


equivalence gate /i'kwivolons geit/ 
noun a gate which performs an equiva- 
lence function 


erasable memory /irerzəb(ə)l 
'mem(a)ri/ noun same as erasable stor- 
age 

erasable programmable read-only 
memory /i,reizab(a)l 
prougremob(a)l ,rird ,sunli 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun a read-only memory chip which can 
be programmed by a voltage applied to a 
write pin and data applied to its output 
pins, usually erasable with ultraviolet 
light. Abbr EPROM 


erasable read-only memory /1 
wrerzab(a)l ,rird ‚unli 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
full form of EROM 

erasable storage /i,rerzəb(ə)l 
‘storrid3/ noun 1. a storage medium 
which can be reused 2. temporary storage 
> also called erasable memory 


erase /1'reiz/ verb 1. to set all the digits 
in a storage area to zero 2. to remove any 
signal from a magnetic medium (NOTE: 
erases — erasing — erased) W noun same 
as eraser tool 


erase character /i'reiz ,kerikto/ 
noun a character which means ‘do noth- 
ing’ 

erase head /1're1z hed/ noun a small 
magnet that clears a magnetic tape or disk 
of recorded signals 


eraser /1're1z9/ noun a device that erases 
the contents of something, e.g. a device us- 
ing UV light to erase an EPROM 


eraser tool /t're1zo tu:l/ noun (in a 
graphics program) function that allows ar- 
eas of an image to be erased, or set to the 
background colour. Also called erase 


EROM ʻ'i: rom/ noun full form erasable 
read-only memory. same as EAROM 


error /'erə/ noun a mistake due to a hu- 
man operator O He made an error in cal- 
culating the total. o in error, by error by 
mistake 

“...syntax errors, like omitting a bracket, will pro- 


duce an error message from the compiler’ 
[Personal Computer World] 














error ambiguity /,ero ,embi'gjurti/ 
noun an error due to an incorrect selection 
from ambiguous data 

error box /‘era boks/ noun a dialog box 
displayed with a message alerting the user 
that an error has occurred 

error burst /‘era ba:ist/ noun a group of 
several consecutive errors in a transmis- 
sion 

error checking code /'erə ,tfekin 
|kaud/ noun a code that detects or corrects 
errors 

error code /‘era kaud/ noun a code that 
indicates that a particular type of error has 
occurred 

error condition /‘era kən,dıf(ə)n/ 
noun a state that is entered if an attempt is 
made to operate on data containing errors 
error control /'erə kon,traul/ noun the 
use of routines which ensure that errors are 
minimised and any errors that occur are 
detected and dealt with rapidly 

error correcting code /'era kə 
wtektin ,|kaud/ noun a coding system that 
allows bit errors occurring during trans- 
mission to be rapidly corrected by logical 
deduction methods rather than retransmis- 
sion 

error correction /‘era ko,rekf(s)n/ 
noun hardware or software that can detect 
and correct an error in a transmission 
error detecting code /'erə di,tektin 
i.kaud/ noun a coding system that allows 
bit errors occurring during transmission to 
be detected, but is not complex enough to 
correct them 

error detection /‘era dı tekf(o)n/ 
noun the process of using special hard- 
ware or software to detect errors in a data 
entry or transmission, then usually to ask 
for retransmission 

error detection and correction 
/,era di,tekfan on ko'rekfan/ noun full 
form of EDAC 

error diagnosis /‘era ,datognousis/ 
noun the process of finding the cause of an 
error 

error diagnostics l'era 
darognpstiks/ noun information and 
system messages displayed when an error 
is detected to help a user debug and correct 
It 

error handler /‘era ,hendla/ noun a 
software routine that controls and reports 
on an error when it occurs 

error handling /‘ero ,hendlin/ noun 
same as exception handling 


error interrupt 
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error interrupt /‘era ,mtorapt/ plural 
noun an interrupt signal sent because of an 
error in hardware or software 

error logging /‘era ,logtn/ noun the 
process of recording errors that have oc- 
curred O Features of the program include 
error logging. 

error management l'era 
‚mænıdzmənt/ noun same as exception 
handling 

error message /'erə ,mesıd3/ noun a 
report displayed to the user saying that an 
error has occurred 

error propagation /'era 
,propogerf(ə)n/ noun a situation in which 
one error causes another 

error rate /‘era rert/ noun 1. the number 
of errors that occur within a certain time 2. 
the number of corrupt bits of data in rela- 
tion to the total transmission length 

error recovery /'erə r1,kav(o)ri/ noun 
software or hardware which can continue 
to run after an error has occurred 

error routine /'erə ru:,tin/ noun a 
short routine within a main program that 
handles any errors when they occur 
error trapping /‘era ,treprin/ noun the 
process of detecting and correcting errors 
before they cause any problems 

ESC /i'sketp/ noun same as escape 
character 

escape character /1'skerp ,kerikto/ 
noun a character used to represent an es- 
cape code. Also called ESC 

escape code /I'skerp kaud/ noun a 
transmitted code sequence which informs 
the receiver that all following characters 
represent control actions. Also called ESC 
escape key /1'skerp ki:/ noun a key on 
a keyboard which allows the user to enter 
escape codes to control the computer’s ba- 
sic modes or actions. Also called ESC, 
Esc key 

escapement/i'skerpmoant/ noun a pre- 
set vertical movement of a sheet of paper 
in a printer 

escape sequence /'skeip ,sizkwons/ 
nouna method of switching a Hayes-com- 
patible modem into command mode by 
sending the three characters ‘+++’ allow- 
ing a user to enter new commands while 
still online 

Esc key /1'skerp ki:/ noun same as es- 
cape key 

ESDI /,i: es di: 'aı/ noun an interface 
standard between a CPU and peripherals 


such as disk drives. Full form enhanced 
small device interface. ù SCSI 


ES-IS abbr end system to intermediate 
system 

Ethernet /'i:ðənet/ noun a standard, 
IEEE 802.3, defining the protocol and sig- 
nalling method of a local area network 


COMMENT: Ethernet has several implementa- 
tions: 10Base5 (the most common) is a bus- 
based topology running over coaxial cable; 
10BaseT uses unshielded-twisted-pair cable 
in a star-based topology; Ethernet normally 
has a data transmission rate of 10Mbps. 


EtherTalk /'i:ðəta:k/ (in Apple Mac 
systems) a trade name for a variation of 
the standard Ethernet network developed 
to connect Macs together as an alternative 
to the slower AppleTalk 


ETX abbr end of text 


Eudora /ju:'do:ra/ a common commer- 
cial software program used to send, re- 
ceive and manage email messages sent via 
the Internet 

evaluation copy /1,velju'erf(a)n 
,kopi/ noun a demonstration version of a 
software product that allows a user to try 
the main functions of a software product 
before buying it 

even parity /,i:v(o)n ‘periti/, even 
parity check /,i:v(a)n 'peeriti tfek/ noun 
an error checking system in which any se- 
ries of bits transmitted must have an even 
number of binary ones 


event /I'vent/ noun an action or activity 


event-driven /i'vent ,driv(o)n/ adjec- 
tive referring to a computer program or 
process in which each step of the execu- 
tion relies on external actions 
‘Forthcoming language extensions will include ob- 
ject-oriented features, including classes with full in- 
heritance, as well as event-driven programming.’ 
[Computing] 
event focus /I'vent ,faukos/ noun an 
object that is currently receiving messages 
from an action or event 


event handler /i'vent ,hendlo/ noun a 
routine that responds to an event or mes- 
sage within an object-oriented program- 
ming environment O /f a user clicks the 
mouse button this generates a message 
which can be acted upon by the event han- 
dler. 


ewallet /‘i:,wolot/, e-wallet noun a fea- 
ture of web browsers that allows a user to 
store personal details about his or her cred- 
it card, bank account or other ways of pay- 
ing for goods on the Internet 
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except gate /1k'sept geit/ noun a logi- 
cal function whose output is true if either 
of two inputs is true, and false if both in- 
puts are the same 

exception /1k'sepfon/ noun something 
which is different from all others in the 
same category 

exception dictionary /1k'sepf(a)n 
dikfon(a)ri/ noun a store of words and 
their special word-break requirements, for 
word-processing and photocomposition 
exception handling /1k'sepf(a)n 
syheendlin/ noun routines and procedures 
that diagnose and correct errors or mini- 
mise the effects of errors, so that a system 
will run when an error is detected. Also 
called error handling, error manage- 
ment 

excess-3 code /ekses ‘Ori: koud/ 
noun a code in which decimal digits are 
represented by the binary equivalent of 
three greater than the number O The ex- 
cess-3 code representation of 6 is 1001. 
exchange /1ks't femnd3/ verb 1. o to ex- 
change one article for another to give 
one thing in place of something else 2. to 
swap data between two locations (NOTE: 
exchanges — exchanging — exchanged) 
Exchange /tks'tfernd3/ an application 
supplied with Windows 95 that provides 
features that allow you to manage your 
communications including email and fax 
exchangeable /1ks't fernd3ab(a)l/ ad- 
jective which can be exchanged 
exchangeable disk storage /1ks 
,tferndzab(a)l disk 'sto:r1d3/ noun full 
form of EDS 

exchange selection /1ks'tfemnd3 sı 
lekfan/ noun a sorting method which re- 
peatedly exchanges various pairs of data 
items until they are in order 

exclusion /1k'sklu:3(9)n/ noun restric- 
tion of access to a system 

exclusive NOR /1k,sklu:srv 'no:/ noun 
full form of EXNOR 

exclusive OR /tk,sklu:stv 'o:/ noun 
full form of EXOR 

exe /'eksi/ noun an extension to a filena- 
me which indicates that the file is a pro- 
gram and can be executed directly by the 
operating system O In DOS, to start a pro- 
gram type in its EXE file name. 
executable file /‘eks1,kju:tob(o)l farl/ 
noun a file that contains a program rather 
than data 

executable form /‘eksi,kju:tob(o)l 
form/ noun a program translated or com- 














piled into a machine code form that a proc- 
essor can execute 

execute /‘eks1,kju:t/ verb to run or car- 
ry out a computer program or process 
(NOTE: executes — executing — executed) 
execute cycle /‘eksikju:t ,satk(a)l/ 
noun events required to fetch, decode and 
carry out an instruction stored in memory. 
Also called execution cycle 

execute mode /'eksikju:t məud/ 
noun the process of entering a command 
in direct mode to start a program run 
execute phase /‘eksrkju:t ferz/ noun 
a section of the execute cycle when the in- 
struction is carried out. Also called execu- 
tion phase 

execute signal /‘ekstkju:t ,stgn(o)l/ 
noun a signal that steps the CPU through 
the execute cycle 

execute statement = /‘eksrkju:t 
,Stertmont/ noun a basic operating sys- 
tem command to start a program run 
execute time /‘ekstkju:t tarm/ noun 
same as execution time 

execution /,eksi'kju:f(a)n/ noun the 
process of carrying out a computer pro- 
gram or process 

execution address /,eksi'kju:f(9)n ə 
idres/ noun a location in memory at which 
the first instruction in a program is stored 
execution cycle /,eksi'kju:f(o)n 
,Satk(9)I/ noun same as execute cycle 
execution error /,eksi'kju:f(a)n ,era/ 
noun an error occurring during program 
execution, due to bad inputs or a faulty 
program 

execution phase /eksi'kju:f(o)n 
ife1z/ noun same as execute phase 
execution time = /,eksi'kju:f(o)n 
,tarm/ noun 1. the time taken to run or car- 
ry out a program or series of instructions 2. 
the time taken for one execution cycle 
executive /1g'zekjutiv/ adjective nor- 
mally refers to the operating system of a 
computer 

executive control program /1g 
.zekjutiv kon'troul ,praugreem/ noun 
same as OS 

executive information system /1g 
.zekjutiv mnfo'meif(a)n ,sistam/ noun 
full form of EIS 

executive instruction /1g,zekjutiv 
mn'strakfon/ noun an instruction used to 
control and execute programs under the 
control of an operating system 


executive program 
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executive program /ig,zekjutiv 
'‘prougrem/ noun same as supervisory 
program 

exerciser /'eksasaiza/ noun a tester for 
a device 

exhaustive search /1g'zo:stiv sa:tf/ 
noun a search through every record in a 
database 

exit /'egzit/ verb to stop program execu- 
tion or to leave a program and return con- 
trol to the operating system or interpreter 
O You have to exit to another editing sys- 
tem to add headlines. 

EXIT /'eksıt/ noun an MS-DOS system 
command to stop and leave a child process 
and return to the parent process 

exit point /‘eksit pornt/ noun a point in 
a subroutine at which control is returned to 
the main program 

exjunction /‘eks,d3ankfan/ noun a 
logical function whose output is true if ei- 
ther of two inputs is true, and false if both 
inputs are the same 

EXNOR /.eks 'no:/ noun a logical func- 
tion whose output is true if all inputs are 
the same level, false if any are different. 
Full form exclusive nor 

EXNOR gate /,eks 'no: ,gert/ noun an 
electronic implementation of the EXNOR 
function 

EXOR /,eks '9:/ noun a logical function 
whose output is true if any input is true, 
and false if all the inputs are the same. Full 
form exclusive or 

EXOR gate /,eks ‘9: ,gert/ noun an 
electronic implementation of the EXOR 
function 

expandable system /1k,spendob(a)! 
‘sistom/ noun a computer system that is 
designed to be able to grow in power or 
memory by hardware or software addi- 
tions 

expanded memory  /1k,spendid 
‘mem(9)ri/ noun an extra RAM memory 
fitted to a computer that is located at an ad- 
dress above 1 Mb 

expanded memory board /1k 
Speendid 'mem(a)ri ,bo:d/ noun an ex- 
pansion board used to add extra memory to 
an IBM PC (NOTE: The memory follows 
the EMS standard.) 

expanded memory manager /1k 
speendid 'mem(a)ri ,mænıdzə/ noun 
full form of EMM 

expanded memory system /1k 
speendid 'mem(ə)ri ,sistam/ noun full 
form of EMS 


expansion /1k'spznfon/ noun an in- 
crease in computing power or storage size 
expansion board /ik'spænfən bo:d/ 
noun a printed circuit board connected to 
a system to increase its functions or per- 
formance. Also called expansion card 
expansion box /ik'spznf(a)n boks/ 
noun a device that plugs into an expansion 
bus and provides several more free expan- 
sion slots 

“...it can be attached to most kinds of printer, and, if 


that is not enough, an expansion box can be fitted to 
the bus connector’ [Personal Computer World] 


expansion bus /tk'spznf(o)n_ bas/ 
noun data and address lines leading to a 
connector and allowing expansion cards to 
control and access the data in main memo- 
ry 

expansion card /tk'spzenJ(9)n ka:d/ 
noun same as expansion board 
expansion slot /1k'spenf(s)n slot/ 
noun a connector inside a computer into 
which an expansion board can be plugged 
O Insert the board in the expansion slot. 
expert system /'eksps:t ,sıstəm/ 
noun» IKBS 

explicit address /1k,splisit ə'dres/ 
noun an address provided in two parts, a 
reference point and a displacement or in- 
dex value 

explicit reference /tk,splisit 
'ref(a)rans/ noun (within a program or 
script) a way of identifying a particular ob- 
ject, e.g. a field or button, by a unique 
name 

Explorer /1k'splo:ra/ a program sup- 
plied with Windows 95 that lets you man- 
age all the files stored on a disk 
exponentiation /,ekspo,nenfi 
'erf(ə)n/ noun the raising of a base 
number to a certain power 

export /1k'spo:t/ verb to save data in a 
different file format from the default 
expression /ik'spref(a)n/ noun 1. a 
mathematical formula or relationship 2. 
the definition of a value or variable in a 
program 

extended arithmetic element /1k 
Stendid ,eri@metik 'elrmont/ noun a 
section of a CPU that provides hardware 
implementations of various mathematical 
functions 

extended Backus-Naur-Form, ex- 
tended BNF noun full form of EBNF 
extended binary coded decimal 
interchange code = /tk,stendid 
bainori jkoudid ,desim(o)l 
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‘intatfemind3 ,kaud/ noun full form of 
EBCDIC 

extended character set /1k,stendid 
'kærıktə ,set/ noun a set of 128 special 
characters that includes accents, graphics 
and symbols 

extended data output memory /1k 
stendid ,deita 'autput ,mem(ə)ri/ noun 
full form of EDO memory 
extended-definition television /1k 
stendid ‚definir f(ə)n ,teli'v13(a)n/ noun 
full form of EDTV 

extended graphics array /1k 
,stendid 'grefiks 9,re1/ noun a high res- 
olution graphics standard developed by 
IBM that is capable of displaying resolu- 
tions of up to 1024x768 pixels. Abbr XGA 
extended integrated drive elec- 
tronics /tk,stendid ,mt1,greitid 'drarv 
,elektroniks/ noun full form of EIDE 
extended memory = /tk,stendid 
'mem(a)ri/ noun (in an IBM PC) the most 
popular standard method of adding extra 
memory above 1 Mb which can be used di- 
rectly by many operating systems or pro- 
grams 

extended memory manager /1k 
stendid 'mem(a)ri ,mænıd3ə/ noun a 
software utility that configures extra mem- 
ory fitted in a PC to conform to the EMS 
standard 

extended memory specification 
/ik,stendid 'mem(a)ri ,spesifike1f(a)n/ 
noun full form of XMS 

extending serial file /1k,stendm 
‘srorial ,fail/ noun a file which can be 
added to or which has no maximum size 


extensible hypertext markup lan- 
guage  /ik,stensib(a)l_ ,harpatekst 
‘markap ,lengwid3/ noun full form of 
XHTML 


extensible language /1k,stensib(a)l 
‘lengwid3/ noun a computer program- 
ming language that allows the user to add 
his or her own data types and commands 
extensible markup language /1k 
stensib(9)l 'markap ,lengwid3/ noun 
full form of XML 

extension memory = /tk'stenfon 
,mem(a)ri/ noun storage which is located 
outside the main computer system but 
which can be accessed by the CPU 
external arithmetic /1k,sts:n(0)l ə 
'rıīðmətık/ noun arithmetic performed by 
a coprocessor 


external clock /1k'sts:n(o)l_ klok/ 
noun a clock or synchronising signal sup- 
plied from outside a device 

external data file /1k,sts:n(o)I 'deito 
ifail/ noun a file containing data for a pro- 
gram but stored separately from it 
external device /1k,st3:n(9)l di'vais/ 
noun 1. an item of hardware, e.g. a termi- 
nal or printer, which is attached to a main 
computer 2. any device that allows com- 
munications between the computer and it- 
self but which is not directly operated by 
the main computer 

external disk drive /1k,sts:n(9)l ‘disk 
, drarv/ noun a device not built into the 
computer but added to increase its storage 
capabilities 

external interrupt = /tk,sts:n(9)l 
‘intorapt/ plural noun an interrupt signal 
from a peripheral device indicating that at- 
tention is required 

external label /1k,sts:n(9)l ‘lerb(a)I/ 
nounan identifying piece of paper stuck to 
the outside of a device or disk 

external memory = /tk,st3:n(a)l 
'mem(a)ri/ noun memory which is locat- 
ed outside the main computer system con- 
fines but which can be accessed by the 
CPU 

external modem /tk ,st3in(a)l 
'moudem/ noun a modem which is self- 
contained with its own power supply unit 
that connects to a serial port of a computer 
external register = /1k,sts:n(o)l 
'red3Ista/ plural noun any one of a user’s 
registers located in main memory rather 
than within the CPU 

external schema _ /1k,sts:n(o)l 
'skizmo/ noun a user’s view of the struc- 
ture of data or a program 

external sort /1k,sts:n(a)l 'so:t/ noun 
a method of sorting which uses a file 
stored in secondary memory, e.g. a disk, as 
its data source and uses the disk as tempo- 
rary memory during sorting 

external storage /īk,stsin(ə)l 
‘storrid3/, external store /1k,st3:n(a)l 
'sto:/ noun a storage device which is lo- 
cated outside the main computer system 
but which can be accessed by the CPU 
extracode /‘ekstrakoud/ noun a set of 
short routines within the operating system 
that emulate a hardware function 
extract /1k'strekt/ verb to remove re- 
quired data or information from a database 
O We can extract the files required for 


typesetting. 
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extract instruction /ek'strekt ın 
,strakfan/ noun an instruction to select 
and read required data from a database or 
file 

extractor /ik'stræktə/ noun same as 
mask 

extranet /'ekstronet/ noun an intranet 
that has a connection to the public Internet 
and allows users to gain access via the In- 
ternet (NOTE: It is often used to provide 
access to people in the company who 
are working away from the office. Most 
intranets do not allow access via the pub- 
lic Internet and include security meas- 
ures that protect against hackers and un- 
authorised users.) 


eyeball /‘atbo:1/ noun a user of the Inter- 
net who visits a particular website or uses 
a particular product (slang) 

eye candy /‘ar ,kendi/ noun the decora- 
tive elements on a computer screen or a 
web page that are intended to make it at- 
tractive to look at (informal) 
eye-dropper /ar 'dropə/ noun a tool in 
a graphics software application that allows 
a user to click on a pixel in an image and 
select the colour of the pixel 

e-zine /'i: ziin/ noun a website that mod- 
els its contents and layout a printed maga- 
zine 


F 


f symbol femto- 

F symbol the hexadecimal number equiv- 
alent to decimal number 15 

face /fers/ noun same as typeface 
faceted code /'fæsıtd kəud/ noun a 
code which indicates various details of an 
item by assigning each one a value. Also 
called significant digit code 

facility /fə'sılıti/ noun a mechanism or 
means allowing something to being done, 
especially easily O We offer facilities for 
processing a customer’s own disks. (NOTE: 
The plural is facilities.) 

facsimile character generator /fæk 
stmili 'kerikta ,d3enərertə/ noun a 
means of displaying characters on a com- 
puter screen by copying preprogrammed 
images from memory 

facsimile copy /fek,stmili 'kopi/ 
noun an exact copy of a document 
facsimile transmission /fæk'sımılı 
trænz,mıf(ə)n/ noun full form of fax 
factor /'fæktə/ noun any number in a 
multiplication that is the operand 
factorial /feek'to:rial/ noun the product 
of all the numbers below a number O ex- 


ample: 4 factorial (written 4!) = 1x2x3x4 
= 24 

factorise /‘faktoraiz/, factorize verb 
to break down a number into two whole 
numbers which when multiplied will give 
the original number O When factorised, 15 
gives the factors 1, 15 or 3, 5. (NOTE: fac- 
torises — factorising — factorised) 

fade /ferd/ verb to become less strong (of 
radio or electrical signal) (NOTE: fades — 
fading — faded) 

fade in /,ferd 'ın/ noun 1. an image that 
starts with a blank screen that gradually 
shows the image 2. a sound that starts in- 
audibly and gradually increases in volume 
fade out /,ferd ‘aut/ noun 1. an image 
that gradually changes to a blank screen 2. 
a sound that gradually decreases in volume 
until it is inaudible 

fail /fe1l*/ verb not to do something which 
should be done O The company failed to 
carry out routine maintenance of its equip- 
ment. 

fail safe system /f'erl serf ,ststom/ 
noun a system which has a predetermined 
state it will go to if a main program or de- 
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vice fails, so avoiding the total catastrophe 
that a complete system shutdown would 
produce 


‘The DTI is publishing a new code of best practice 
which covers hardware reliability and fail-safe soft- 
ware systems.’ [Computing] 


fail soft system /'ferl soft ,ststom/ 
noun a system that will still be partly op- 
erational even after a part of the system has 
failed 

failure logging /'ferlja ,lngm/ noun a 
section of an operating system that auto- 
matically saves the present system states 
and relevant data when an error or fault is 
detected 

failure rate /'ferljə rert/ noun the 
number of occurrences of a particular type 
of failure within a specified period of time 
failure recovery /'ferlja r1,kav(o)ri/ 
noun the process of resuming a process or 
program after a failure has occurred and 
has been corrected 

fall back /,fo:1 'bak/ noun a special or 
temporary set of instructions, procedures 
or data used in the event of a fault or fail- 
ure 

fall back recovery /,fo:l bæk rı 
'kav(a)ri/ noun the process of resuming a 
program after a fault has been fixed, from 
the point at which fall back routines were 
called 

fall back routines /'fo:1 bæk ru:,ti:nz/ 
plural noun routines that are called or pro- 
cedures which are executed by a user when 
a machine or system has failed 

false /fo:ls/ adjective referring to a logi- 
cal term equal to binary 0, the opposite of 
true 

false code /,fo:ls 'kəud/ noun a code 
that contains values not within specified 
limits 

false drop /,fo:ls 'drop/ noun a batch of 
unwanted files retrieved from a database 
through the use of incorrect search codes. 
Also called false retrieval 

false error /fo:ls 'erə/ noun an error 
warning given when no error has occurred 
false retrieval /,fo:ls ri'trizv(a)l/ noun 
same as false drop 

FAM abbr fast access memory 

family /'fæm(ə)li/ noun 1. a range of dif- 
ferent designs of a particular typeface 2. a 
range of machines from one manufacturer 
that are compatible with other products in 
the same line from the same manufacturer 
fanfold /‘feenfauld/ noun same as ac- 
cordion fold 


fan-in /fen ın/ noun the maximum 
number of inputs that a circuit or chip can 
deal with 


fanning strip /‘feenty strıp/ noun a ca- 
ble supporting insulated strip 

fan-out /'fæn aut/ noun the maximum 
number of outputs that a circuit or chip can 
drive without exceeding its power dissipa- 
tion limit 

FAQ /fæk, ,ef er 'kju:/ noun a webpage 
or help file that contains common ques- 
tions and their answers related to a partic- 
ular subject 


Faraday cage /'færəde1 ke1d3/ noun a 
wire or metal screen, connected to ground, 
that completely encloses sensitive equip- 
ment to prevent any interference from 
stray electromagnetic radiation 


fast access memory /,fa:st ,ekses 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun abbr FAM. same as rap- 
id access memory 


fast core /‘faist ko:/ noun a high speed, 
low access time working memory for a 
CPU O The fast core is used as a scratch- 
pad for all calculations in this system. 
fast line /‘fa:st larn/ noun a special tel- 
ecommunications line which allows data 
to be transmitted at 48 K or 96 K baud 
rates 


fast packet /fa:st 'pækıt/ noun an 
asynchronous method of transferring data 
over a network 

fast page RAM /fa:st perd3 'ræm/ 
noun an older type of memory component 
that seeks and reads data from a memory 
location in two separate operations. Abbr 
FPM RAM (NOTE: This component has 
now been replaced by EDO memory.) 
fast peripheral /fa:st pə'rıf(ə)rəl/ 
noun a peripheral that communicates with 
the computer at very high speeds, limited 
only by the speed of the electronic circuits 


Fast-SCSI /fa:st 'skazi/ noun a devel- 
opment that allows data to be transferred at 
a higher rate than with the original SCSI 
specification 

fast time-scale /'fa:st tarm/ noun an 
operation in which the time-scale factor is 
less than one 


FAT /,ef e1 'ti:/ noun (in a PC operating 
system) a data file stored on disk that con- 
tains the names of each file stored on the 
disk, together with its starting sector posi- 
tion, date and size. Full form file alloca- 
tion table 
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fatal error /,fert(s)l 'era/ noun a fault in 
a program or device that causes the system 
to crash 

FatBits /'fetbits/ a MacPaint option 
which allows a user to edit an image one 
pixel at a time 

father file /'fa:ðə fatl/ noun a backup of 
the previous version of a file. ù grandfa- 
ther file, son file 

fault /fo:lt/ noun a situation in which 
something has gone wrong with software 
or hardware, causing it to malfunction O 
The technical staff are trying to correct a 
programming fault. ù bug, error 

fault detection /fo:lt di'tekf(o)n/ 
noun an automatic process which logical- 
ly or mathematically determines that a 
fault exists in a circuit 

fault diagnosis /fo:lt ,datog'nousts/ 
noun a process by which the cause of a 
fault is located 

fault location program /,fo:lt lou 
'kerf(o)n ,praugreem/ noun a routine that 
is part of a diagnostic program that identi- 
fies the cause of faulty data or equipment 
fault management /foxlt 
‘meenid3mont/ noun one of the five cate- 
gories of network management specified 
by the ISO that will detect, isolate and cor- 
rect network faults 

fault time /,fo:lt 'tarm/ noun a period of 
time during which a computer system is 
not working or usable due to a fault 

fault tolerance /fo:lt 'tolərəns/ noun 
the ability of a system to continue func- 
tioning even when a fault has occurred 
fault-tolerant /fo:lt 'toloront/ adjec- 
tive referring to a system or device that is 
able to continue functioning even when a 
fault occurs O They market a highly suc- 
cessful range of fault-tolerant minis. 
fault trace /,fo:lt 'trets/ noun a pro- 
gram that checks and records the occur- 
rences of faults in a system 

faulty sector /,fo:lti 'sektə/ noun a 
sector of a magnetic disk that cannot be 
written to or read from correctly 

fax /fæks/, FAX noun a method of send- 
ing and receiving images in digital form 
over a telephone or radio link (informal) © 
We will send a fax of the design plan. Full 
form facsimile transmission 

fax card /feks ka:d/, fax adapter, fax 
board noun an adapter card which plugs 
into an expansion slot and allows a compu- 
ter to send or receive fax data 


fax gateway /feks 'gertwe1/ noun a 
computer or piece of software that allows 
users to send information as a fax trans- 
mission instead of as a file stored on a disk 
fax group /'fæks gru:p/ noun a method 
of defining the basic features of a fax ma- 
chine or modem: (NOTE: Groups 1 and 2 
are old and rarely used now. Group 3 is 
the most common standard used today. 
Groups 3 and 4 provide higher speed 
and better resolution of transmission.) 
fax modem /fzks 'mou,dem/ noun a 
modem that can be used to send and re- 
ceive faxes to and from a standard fax ma- 
chine as well as being used as a modem to 
connect to other computers 

fax server /fæks 's3:va/ noun a compu- 
ter connected to a network and fitted with 
a fax card that is shared by all users on the 
network 

fd, FD abbr 1. full duplex 2. floppy disk 
FDC /,ef di: 'si:/ noun a combination of 
hardware and software devices that control 
and manage the read/write operations of a 
disk drive from a computer. Full form 
floppy disk controller 

FDD abbr floppy disk drive 

FDDI /,ef di: di: 'aı/ noun an ANSI 
standard for high-speed networks which 
use fibre optic cable in a dual ring topolo- 
gy, transmitting data at 100 Mbps. Full 
form fibre distributed data interface 
FDDI Il /,ef di: di: ar 'tu:/ noun an en- 
hanced ANSI standard for high-speed net- 
works that uses fibre optic cable and trans- 
mits data at 100 Mbps but can also allocate 
part of the bandwidth to a 64 Kbits/second 
analog channel for audio or video data. 
Full form fibre distributed data inter- 
face Il 

FDISK /'ef disk/ noun an MS-DOS sys- 
tem utility that configures the partitions on 
a hard disk 

FDM /,ef di: 'em/ noun a system used to 
assign a number of different signals to dif- 
ferent frequencies to allow many signals to 
be sent along one channel O Using FDM 
we can transmit 100 telephone calls along 
one main cable. Full form frequency di- 
vision multiplexing 

fdx, FDX abbr full duplex 

feasibility /,fi:za'brltti/ noun the likeli- 
hood that something will or can be done O 
He has been asked to report on the feasi- 
bility of a project. 

feasibility study /,fi:zo'biliti ,stadi/ 
noun an examination and report into the 
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usefulness and cost of a new product that 
is being considered for purchase 

FED abbr field emission display 

FEDS /vef i: di: 'es/ noun a magnetic 
disk storage system that contains some re- 
movable disks such as floppy disks and 
some fixed or hard disk drives. Full form 
fixed and exchangeable disk storage 
feed /fi:d/ noun a device which puts 
something such as paper into and through 
a machine such as a printer or photocopier 
feedback /'fi:dbzk/ noun information 
from one source which can be used to 
modify something or provide a construc- 
tive criticism of something O We are get- 
ting customer feedback on the new system. 
feedback control /'fiidbæk kon 
,traul/ noun information about the effects 
of a controlling signal on a machine or de- 
vice, returned to the controlling computer 
feeder /'fi:də/ noun 1. a channel that car- 
ries signals from one point to another 2. a 
mechanism that automatically inserts the 
paper into a printer 

feed hole /'fi:d haul/ noun a any one of 
the punched sprocket holes along the edge 
of continuous paper 

female connector /,fi:meil kə'nektə/ 
noun a connector with female sockets 
female socket /,fi:meil 'spkit/ noun a 
hole into which a pin or plug can be insert- 
ed to make an electrical connection 
femto- /femtəv/ prefix equal to ten expo- 
nent minus fifteen (10°). Abbr f 
femtosecond /'femtəu,sekənd/ noun 
a thousandth of a picosecond 

FEP /ef i: 'pi:/ noun a processor placed 
between an input source and the central 
computer, whose function is to preprocess 
received data to relieve the workload of the 
main computer. Full form front end proc- 
essor 

ferric oxide /,fertk 'pksaid/, ferrite 
/‘ferait/ noun iron oxide used as a tape or 
disk coating that can be magnetised to 
store data or signals 

ferromagnetic material 
/fersumegnetik mo'tiorial/ noun any 
ferrite material that can be magnetised 
FET /ef i: 'ti:/ noun an electronic device 
that can act as a variable current flow con- 
trol. Full form field effect transistor 
(NOTE: An external signal varies the re- 
sistance of the device and current flow by 
changing the width of a conducting chan- 
nel by means of a field. It has three termi- 
nals: source, gate and drain.) 


fetch /fetf/ noun a command that re- 
trieves the next instruction from memory 
fetch cycle /fetf 'sark(9)I/ noun the se- 
ries of events that retrieve the next instruc- 
tion to be executed from memory by plac- 
ing the program counter contents on the 
address bus 

fetch-execute cycle /,fetf 'ekstkju:t 
,satk(a)l/ noun the series of events re- 
quired to retrieve, decode and carry out an 
instruction stored in memory 

fetch instruction /fetf in'strakfan/ 
noun a computer instruction to select and 
read the next instruction or data to be proc- 
essed 

fetch phase /'fetf fe1z/ noun a section 
of the fetch-execute cycle that retrieves 
and decodes the instructions from memory 
fetch-protect /,fetf pra'tekt/ verb to 
restrict access to a section of memory 
fetch signal /fetf 'sıgn(ə)l/ noun a sig- 
nal that steps the CPU through the fetch 
cycle 

FF abbr 1. flip-flop 2. form feed 

fibre /'farbə/ noun a very thin glass or 
plastic strand that can carry data in the 
form of light signals (NOTE: The US spell- 
ing is fiber.) 

fibre channel /‘fatbo ,tfan(o)l/ noun 
an ANSI standard that defines a high- 
speed serial interface that can transfer data 
at up to 1.06 Gbps and is often used as a 
backbone technology to link servers or 
high-speed devices (NOTE: The technolo- 
gy is normally used over optic fibre, but 
will work over twisted-pair cable or coax 
cable.) 

fibre connector /'fatbo ko,nekto/ 
noun a connector that can be used to con- 
nect two fibre optic cables together 

fibre distributed data interface 
/farbə di,stribjutid 'dertə ,intofers/ 
noun full form of FDDI 

fibre distributed data interface Il 
/farbə di,stribjutid ,detto ,mntofers 
‘tu:/ noun full form of FDDI II 

fibre Ethernet /,fatbo 'i:8anet/ noun a 
high-speed network that uses optical fibre 
to link one node to another in a point-to- 
point topology 

fibre optic cable /'farbə 'pptik/, fibre 
optic connection noun a bundle of fine 
strands of glass or plastic protected by a 
surrounding material, used for transmis- 
sion of light signals that carry data at very 
high speeds 
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fibre optics /fatbo 'pptiks/ plural 
noun the use of thin strands of glass or 
plastic that can transmit light signals at the 
speed of light (NOTE: The light or laser 
signal is pulsed or modulated to repre- 
sent data being transmitted.) 

fibre over Ethernet /,fatbo 'əuvə 
1:8anet/ noun an enhanced version of the 
802.3 Ethernet network protocol standard 
that allows data to be transferred at 10 
Mbits/second (10 BaseFX) or 100 
Mbits/second (100Base FX) 

fibre ribbon /,fatba 'rrban/ noun a fab- 
ric-based ribbon used in printers 

field /fi:ld/ noun 1. an area of force and 
energy distribution, caused by magnetic or 
electric energy sources 2. a section con- 
taining particular data items in a record O 
The employee record has a field for age. 3. 
in the field outside an office or factory 
field effect transistor /,fi:ld 1,fekt 
treen'zisto/ noun full form of FET 

field emission display /,fi:ld 1 
'mıf(ə)n di,splei/ noun a method of pro- 
ducing thin, flat displays for laptop com- 
puters in which a miniature colour CRT is 
located at each pixel point. Abbr FED 
field engineer /fi:lsd ,end3r'nto/ noun 
an engineer who does not work at one sin- 
gle company, but travels between custom- 
ers carrying out maintenance on their com- 
puters 

fielding /'fi:ld19/ noun the arrangement 
of field allocations inside a record and file 
field label /fi:ld 'letb(9)l/ noun a series 
of characters used to identify a field or its 
location. Also called field name 

field length /'fi:ld len®/ noun the 
number of characters that a field can con- 
tain 

field marker /fi:ld 'ma:kə/ noun a code 
used to indicate the end of one field and 
the start of the next. Also called field sep- 
arator 

field name /'fi:ld netm/ noun same as 
field label 

field programmable device /,fi:ld 
\prougremob(a)l di'vats/ noun same as 
PLA 

field programming /fi:lkd 'prəu 
,greemin/ noun the writing of data into a 
PROM 

field separator /'fi:ld 
noun same as field marker 
field-tested /‘fi:ld ,testid/ adjective re- 
ferring to a product tested outside a com- 
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pany or research laboratory, in a real situ- 
ation 


FIF /,ef ar 'ef/ noun a file format used to 
store graphics images which have been 
highly compressed using fractals. Full 
form fractal image format 


FIFO /'fatfau/ noun a storage read/write 
method in which the first item stored is the 
first read. Full form first in first out 
FIFO memory /farfəu 'mem(ə)ri/ 
noun memory using a FIFO access 
scheme 


FIFO queue /‘farfau kju:/ noun tempo- 
rary queue storage in which the first item 
written to the queue is the first to be read 


fifth generation computer /,f1f0 
dzenoreif(9)n kam'pju:ta/ noun a com- 
puter belonging to the next stage of com- 
puter system design using fast VLSI cir- 
cuits and powerful programming languag- 
es to allow human interaction 


figures shift /‘figos fıft/ noun 1. a 
transmitted code which indicates to the re- 
ceiver that all following characters should 
be read as uppercase 2. a mechanical 
switch which allows a keyboard to pro- 
duce special characters and symbols locat- 
ed on the same keys as the numbers 


file /fatl/ noun a section of data on a com- 
puter, e.g. payroll, address list or customer 
accounts, in the form of individual records 
which may contain data, characters, digits 
or graphics WE verb to put documents in or- 
der so that they can be found easily O The 
correspondence is filed under ‘com- 
plaints’. (NOTE: files — filing — filed) 
‘The first problem was solved by configuring a Win- 
dows swap file, which I hadn’t done before because 
my 4Mb 486 had never been overloaded.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
“.,.the lost file, while inaccessible without a file-re- 
covery utility, remains on disk until new information 
writes over it’ [Publish] 


file activity ratio /far ek'trviti 
rerfiou/ noun the ratio of the number of 
different records accessed within a file 
compared to the total number in store 

file allocation table /fail ,zlo 
'kerf(a)n ,terb(9)I/ noun full form of FAT 
file attribute /'faıl ,etribju:t/ plural 
noun a set of data stored with each file 
which controls particular functions or as- 
pects of the file such as read-only, archived 
or system file 

file cleanup /‘farl ,klinap/ noun the 
process of tidying and removing out-of- 
date or unnecessary data from a file 
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file collating /‘fail ko,lertr/ noun the 
process of putting the contents of a file 
into order 

file conversion /‘fail kon,v3:f(a)n/ 
noun the changing of the format or struc- 
ture of a file system, usually when using a 
new program or file handling routine 

file copy /‘fail ,kopi/ noun a copy of a 
document which is filed in an office for 
reference 

file creation /'fa1l kri,erf{(9)n/ noun the 
writing of file header information onto a 
disk and the writing of an entry into the di- 
rectory 

file defragmentation /‘fail 
\di:freegmenterf(a)n/ noun » defrag- 
mentation 

file deletion /‘fatl d1,li:f(@)n/ noun the 
process of erasing a file from storage 

file descriptor /'farl di,skripta/ noun 
a code or series of characters used to iden- 
tify a file 

file directory /'farl dar,rekt(a)ri/ noun 
a list of names and information about files 
in a backing storage device 

file element /‘farl ,elimənt/ noun a 
complete file contained within a RIFF 
compound file 

file extent /'faıl 1k,stent/ noun the ac- 
tual area or number of tracks required to 
store a file 

file format /'farl fo:mzet/ noun a way 
in which data is stored in a file 

file fragmentation /'farl 
frægmənterf(ə)n/ noun a storage of a 
file in noncontiguous sectors on a disk 
file gap /'faıl gzep/ noun a section of 
blank tape or disk that indicates the end of 
a file 

file handle /'‘fail ,hend(o)l/ noun a 
number by which an open file is identified 
within a program O The new data is writ- 
ten to the file identified by file handle 1. 
file handling routine /'farl ,hendlim 
ru,timn/ noun a short computer program 
that manages the reading/writing and or- 
ganisation of stored files 

file header /'farl ,hedo/ noun a section 
of information about the file stored at the 
beginning of the file O The file header in 
the database file shows the total number of 
records and lists the index fields. 

file identification /'fal ar 
,dentıfıkerf(ə)n/ noun a unique label or 
name used to identify and locate a file 
stored on backing store 


file index /'farl ,indeks/ noun a sorted 
table of the main entries in a file, with their 
address, allowing the rapid location of en- 
tries 

file interrogation /‘fatl ın,terə 
ge1f(a)n/ noun questions asked to select 
various records or data items from a file 
file label /‘farl ,le1b(9)l/ noun a charac- 
ter or set of characters used to identify a 
file 

file layout /‘fail letaut/ noun a set of 
rules defining internal file structure. Also 
called file organisation 

file length /‘fail len6/ noun the number 
of characters or bytes in a stored file 

file locking /‘fatl lnok1y/ noun a soft- 
ware mechanism that prevents data in a file 
from being updated by two different users 
at the same time 

file maintenance /'fail memtonons/ 
noun the process of updating a file by 
changing, adding or deleting entries 

file management /‘fail 
imenid3mont/, file management sys- 
tem /'farl mænıdzmənt ,sistom/ noun a 
section of a DOS that allocates disk space 
to files, keeping track of the sections and 
their sector addresses 

file manager /‘fatl ,mænıdzə/ noun a 
section of a disk operating system that al- 
locates disk space to files, keeping track of 
the file sections if it has to be split and their 
sector addresses 

file merger /‘fatl ,m3:d3ə/ noun 1. the 
process of combining two data files while 
retaining an overall structure 2. one file 
created from two or more files written one 
after the other and with no order preserved 
filename /‘fatlnetm/ noun a unique 
identification code allocated to a program 


‘,..when the filename is entered at the prompt, the 
operating system looks in the file and executes any 
instructions stored there’ [PC User] 


filename extension /‘failnem 1k 
,stenf(9)n/ noun an additional three-char- 
acter name that is used together with a 
filename, indicating the type or use of the 
file 

file organisation /‘fail 
orgonaize1f(a)n/ noun» file layout 

file processing /'faıl ,prousesin/ 
noun the applying of a set of rules or 
search limits to a file, in order to update or 
find information 

file property /‘fail ,propati/ plural 
noun (in Windows) any one of the at- 
tributes that are assigned to a particular 
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file, including its name, the date that it was 
created and its owner, which are all stored 
in the file’s properties page (NOTE: To view 
these properties, highlight the file with a 
single click from within Windows Explor- 
er and click on the right-hand mouse but- 
ton — now choose the Properties menu 
option to view the file’s properties page.) 
file protection /,fail pra'tekfan/ noun 
a software or physical device used to pre- 
vent any accidental deletion or modifica- 
tion of a file or its records 

file protect tab / farl pra'tekt ,teb/ 
nouna plastic tab on a disk which prevents 
accidental erasure of a file 

file purge /'‘farl p3:d3/ noun the process 
of erasing the contents of a file 

file queue /‘farl kju:/ noun a number of 
files temporarily stored in order before be- 
ing processed O Output devices such as la- 
ser printers are connected on-line with an 
automatic file queue. 

file-recovery utility /,fatl rr'kav(o)ri 
ju:,trliti/ noun a piece of software which 
allows files that have been accidentally de- 
leted or damaged to be read again O A lost 
file cannot be found without a file-recov- 
ery utility. 

file security /'fail s1,kjuariti/ noun 
hardware or software organisation of a 
computer system to protect users’ files 
from unauthorised access 

file server /'farl s3:va/ noun a compu- 
ter connected to a network which runs a 
network operating system software to 
manage user accounts, file sharing and 
printer sharing 

file set /‘fatl set/ noun a number of relat- 
ed files treated as one unit 

file sharing /‘fatl ,feartn/ noun a facil- 
ity allowing one file to be used by two or 
more users or programs in a network, often 
using file locking 

file size /'farl satz/ noun the number of 
bytes a file occupies on disk 

file sort /‘fatl so:t/ verb to put the con- 
tents of a file into order 

file storage /‘fatl ,sto:rid3/ noun a 
physical means of preserving data in a file, 
e.g. a disk drive 

file store /‘fatl sto:/ noun the set of files 
that are available in main memory at any 
time 

file structure /'fail straktfo/ noun a 
way in which a data file is organised 

file transfer /‘fatl ,treensf3:/ noun the 
process of moving a file from one area of 


memory to another or to another storage 
device or between computers 


file transfer access and manage- 
ment / fail ,trensf3: ,ækses on 
‘meenid3mont/ noun full form of FTAM 
file transfer protocol / fail 'trensfs: 
\provutokpl/ noun full form of FTP 

file transfer utility /,farl 'traensfs: ju: 
itiliti/ noun a software utility that links 
two computers together, usually via a 
physical serial cable, and allows files to be 
transferred between the computers 


file type /'farl tarp/ noun a method of 
classifying what a file contains O Files 
with the extension exe are file types that 
contain program code. 


file update /'faıl ,apdeit/ noun 1. the 
recent changes or transactions to a file 2. a 
new version of software which is sent to 
users of an existing version 

file validation /‘farl ,veliderf(s)n/ 
noun the process of checking that a file is 
correct 


filing system /'farlıy ,ststom/ noun 1. 
a way of putting documents in order for 
reference 2. a piece of software which or- 
ganises files 

fill /f1l/ verb 1. to put characters into gaps 
in a field so that there are no spaces left 2. 
to draw an enclosed area in one colour or 
shading 

fill character /f1l 'kerikto/ noun a 
character added to a string of characters to 
make up a required length 

film optical scanning device for 
input into computers /film 
optik(a)l ,skenin di,vais fə ,mput 
Into kom'pju:tez/ noun full form of 
FOSDIC 


film recorder /ftlm ri'ko:da/ noun a 
device that produces a 35 mm slide from a 
computer image (NOTE: A film recorder 
can produce slides at very high resolu- 
tion, normally around 3,000 lines, by re- 
generating the image on an internal 
screen.) 

filter /'fıltə/ noun 1. an electronic circuit 
that allows certain frequencies to pass 
while stopping others 2. a pattern of binary 
digits used to select various bits from a bi- 
nary word. A one in the filter retains that 
bit in the source word. m verb 1. to remove 
unwanted elements from a signal or file 2. 
to select various bits from a word O Filter 
the top three bits of the video attribute 
word. 3. to select various records from a 
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database file O We filtered the data to se- 
lect those customers based in New York. 
final product /,farn(9)l ‘prodakt/ noun 
same as end product 

find /famd/ noun a command to locate a 
piece of information 

Find /fatnd/ a utility program supplied 
with Windows 95 that will search through 
any disk for a particular file, folder or 
computer O To use the Find function, se- 
lect the Start/Find menu option. 

find and replace /,faind on rr'plers/ 
noun a feature on a word-processor that al- 
lows certain words or sections of text to be 
located and replaced with others 

Finder /'faındə/ a trade name for a 
graphical user interface to an Apple Mac 
allowing a user to view files and folders 
and start applications using a mouse 
fine-tune /,fain 'tju:n/ verb to adjust by 
small amounts the features or parameters 
of hardware or software to improve per- 
formance O Fine-tuning improved the 
speed by ten per cent. 

finger /‘f1nga/ noun a software program 
on the Internet that will retrieve informa- 
tion about a user based on his or her email 
address 

finite-precision numbers /,farnart 
pri,s13(9)n 'nambaz/ noun the use of a 
fixed number of bits to represent numbers 
firewall /‘fatowo:/ noun a hardware or 
software security system between a server 
or intranet and the public Internet that al- 
lows information to pass out to the Internet 
but checks any incoming data before pass- 
ing it on to the private server O We have in- 
stalled a firewall in our intranet to prevent 
hackers accessing company data via the 
Internet link. 

Firewire /'farowarv/ a trade name for a 
high-speed serial interface developed by 
the Apple Computer Corporation and used 
to link devices such as a digital camera 
with the computer. ù USB 

firmware /'fsımweə/ noun a computer 
program or data that is permanently stored 
in a hardware memory chip, e.g. a ROM or 
EPROM. Compare hardware, software 
firmware monitor /'fsımweə 
smpnitd/ noun a monitor program that is 
resident in a ROM device, used to load in 
the operating system when a machine is 
switched on 

first fit /‘fs:st f1t/ noun a routine or algo- 
rithm that selects the first, largest section 


of free memory in which to store a virtual 
page 

first generation /fs:st dzeno 
're1f(a)n/ noun the earliest type of tech- 
nology 

first generation computer /,fs:st 
idzenoreif(a)n kəwų'pju:tə/ noun an 
original computer made with valve-based 
electronic technology, started around 1951 
first generation image /,fs:st 
\dzenorerf(a)n 'tmid3/ noun a master 
copy of an original image, text or docu- 
ment 

first in first out /fs:st ın fs:ist 'avt/ 
noun full form of FIFO 

first-level address /fs:st lev(o)l ə 
‘dres/ noun a computer storage address 
that directly, without any modification, ac- 
cesses a location or device 

fit /f1t/ verb to plot or calculate a curve 
that most closely approximates a number 
of points or data (NOTE: fitting — fitted) 
fixed and exchangeable disk stor- 
age /,fikst on iks,tferndzab(a)l 'disk 
,Storrid3/ noun full form of FEDS 

fixed cycle operation /,fikst 
/Satk(a)l ,opra'retf(a)n/ noun 1. a proc- 
ess in which each operation is allocated a 
fixed time limit 2. a series of actions with- 
in a process that are synchronised to a 
clock 

fixed data /fikst 'dertə/ noun data writ- 
ten to a file or screen for information or 
identification purposes and which cannot 
be altered by the user 

fixed disk /,fikst 'disk/ noun a magnet- 
ic disk which cannot be removed from the 
disk drive 

fixed disk storage /,ftkst disk 
'storrid3/ noun a hard disk or magnetic 
disk which cannot be removed from the 
disk drive 

fixed field /,ftkst 'fi:ld/ noun an area in 
a stored record that can only contain a cer- 
tain amount of data 

fixed-field file /,fikst fi:ld 'fatl/ noun a 
data file in which each field consists of a 
predefined and fixed number of characters 
and in which spaces are used to pad out 
each field to the correct length 
fixed-frequency monitor /,fikst 
ifrizkwonsi 'mpnita/ noun a monitor that 
can only accept one frequency and type of 
video signal 

fixed head disk /,ftkst hed 'disk/, 
fixed head disk drive /,fikst hed 'disk 
idratv/ noun a separate immovable 
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read/write head over each disk track that 
makes access time very short 
fixed-length field /,fikst len®@ ‘fi:ld/ 
nouna field whose size cannot be changed 
fixed-length record /fikst lend 
'reko:d/ noun a record whose size cannot 
be changed 

fixed-length word /,frkst len@ 'ws:d/ 
noun a preset number of bits that make up 
a computer word 

fixed-point arithmetic /,ftkst pomt ə 
‘ri@motik/ noun arithmetic rules and 
methods using fixed-point notation 
fixed-point notation /,fikst pomt 
nou'terf(a)n/ noun a number representa- 
tion that retains the position of the digits 
and decimal points in the computer, so 
limiting the maximum manageable num- 
bers 

fixed program computer /,frkst 
|prougrem kəw'pju:tə/ noun a hard- 
wired computer program that cannot be al- 
tered and is run automatically 

fixed routing /,fikst 'rautm/ noun 
communications direction routing that 
does not consider traffic or efficient paths 
fixed word length /,fikst 'wa:d ,len6/ 
noun a computer word size in bits that 
cannot be changed 

flag /flzeg/ noun 1. a way of showing the 
end of field or of indicating something 
special in a database O Jf the result is zero, 
the zero flag is set. 2. a method of report- 
ing the status of a register after a mathe- 
matical or logical operation W verb to at- 
tract the attention of a program while it is 
running to provide a result, report an ac- 
tion or indicate something special (NOTE: 
flagging — flagged) 

flag bit /‘flag bit/ noun a single bit of a 
word used as a flag for certain operations 
flag code /'flag kəud/ noun a code se- 
quence which informs the receiver that fol- 
lowing characters represent control ac- 
tions 

flag event /flag 1'vent/ noun a process 
or condition that sets a flag 

flagging /‘flagty/ noun the process of 
putting an indicator against an item so that 
it can be found later 

flag register /fleg 'red31sto/ noun a 
register that contains the status and flag 
bits of a CPU 

flag sequence /flæg 'si:kwons/ noun 
a sequence of codes sent on a packet 
switching network as identification of the 
start and finish of a frame of data 


flame /fletm/ verb send a rude or angry 
Internet message to a user (NOTE: flames — 
flaming — flamed) 

flash /flæf/ verb to switch a light on and 
off 

flash A/D /flæf et 'di:/ noun a parallel 
high speed A/D converter 

flashing character /fleJin ‘kertkto/ 
noun a character intensity that is switched 
on and off as an indicator 

flash memory /flæf 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
nonvolatile memory similar to an EEP- 
ROM device but operating with blocks of 
data rather than single bytes (NOTE: Flash 
memory is most often used as an alter- 
native to a disk drive.) 

flash ROM /'flæf rom/ noun an elec- 
tronic memory component that contains 
data that can normally only be read, but 
that does allow new data to be stored in the 
memory using a special electrical signal 
flat address space /,flet o'dres 
,Speis/ noun an area of memory in which 
each location has a unique address 
flatbed /'flet,bed/ adjective referring to 
a printing or scanning machine that holds 
the paper or image on a flat surface while 
processing O Scanners are either flatbed 
models or platen type, paper-fed models. 
flatbed plotter /fletbed 'plotə/ noun 
a movable pen that draws diagrams under 
the control of a computer onto a flat piece 
of paper 

flatbed scanner /flætbed 'skænə/ 
noun a device with a flat sheet of glass on 
which artwork is placed and a scan head 
that moves below the glass and converts 
the image into a graphics file 

flat file /'flæt farl/ noun a two-dimen- 
sional file of data items 

flat file database /flet fal 
'dertəbers/ noun a database program that 
can only access data stored in one file at a 
time, not allowing relational data 

flat pack /'flæt pzk/ noun an integrated 
circuit package whose leads extend hori- 
zontally, allowing the device to be mount- 
ed directly onto a PCB without the need 
for holes 

flat panel /,flzet 'pæn(ə)l/ noun a very 
thin computer screen with a flat viewing 
surface (NOTE: Flat panels use liquid- 
crystal display technology and are com- 
monly found in portable personal com- 
puters.) 

flat rate /flæt 'rert/ noun a set pricing 
rate that covers all the uses of a facility 
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flat screen /'flæt skri:n/ noun a display 
monitor that has been manufactured with a 
flat, square-edged front to the monitor 
flexible array /,fleksob(9)l a're1/ noun 
an array whose size and limits can be al- 
tered 

flexible machining system 
/fleksib(9)l mə'fiinıy ,sıstəm/ noun 
full form of FMS 1 

flexible manufacturing system 
/ fleksib(9)l mzenju'fektforin ,sistom/ 
noun full form of FMS 2 

flicker /‘fltka/ noun a computer graphic 
image whose brightness varies rapidly at a 
visible rate because of a low image refresh 
rate or signal corruption 

flicker-free /'fltko fri:/ adjective refer- 
ring to a display that does not flicker 


“A CRT (cathode ray tube) monitor paints the screen 
from top to bottom, and is usually considered ‘flicker 
free’ if it refreshes the image 75 times a second, or 
more’ [The Guardian] 


flight simulator /'flaıt ,stmjoulerto/ 
noun a computer program which allows a 
user to pilot a plane, showing a realistic 
control panel and moving scenes, used ei- 
ther as a training programme or a compu- 
ter game 

flip-flop /flıp flop/ noun an electronic 
circuit or chip whose output can be one of 
two states determined by one or two in- 
puts, and which can be used to store one 
bit of digital data. Abbr FF 

flippy /'flıpi/ noun a disk that is double- 
sided but for use in a single-sided drive, so 
that it has to be turned over to read the oth- 
er side (NOTE: The plural is flippies.) 
float /flout/ noun the addition of the ori- 
gin address to all indexed or relative ad- 
dresses to check the amount of memory a 
program will require 

float factor /fləvt 'fæktə/ noun a loca- 
tion in memory at which the first instruc- 
tion of a program is stored 

floating /‘floutin/ adjective referring to 
a character which is separate from the 
character it should be attached to 
floating address /floutin ə'dres/ 
noun a location specified in relation to a 
reference address 

floating point arithmetic /,floutm 
point o'ri@motik/ noun arithmetical op- 
erations on floating point numbers O The 
fixed number 56.47 in floating-point arith- 
metic would be 0.5647 and a power of 2. 
floating point notation /,floutm 
point nou'terf(9)n/ noun a numerical no- 


tation in which a fractional number is rep- 
resented with a point after the first digit 
and a power, so that any number can be 
stored in a standard form 
floating point number /floutm 
point 'nambd/ noun a number represent- 
ed using floating point notation 
floating point operation /,floutim 
point ,ppa're1f(a)n/ noun a mathematical 
operation carried out on a floating point 
number. Abbr FLOP 
floating point processor / floutim 
point 'prousesd/ noun same as floating 
point unit 
floating point routine /,floutin pomt 
rur'tirn/ plural noun a set of routines that 
allow floating-point numbers to be han- 
dled and processed 
floating point unit /floutm pomt 
'jurnit/ noun a specialised CPU that can 
process floating point numbers very rapid- 
ly O The floating point unit speeds up the 
processing of the graphics software. Abbr 
FPU. Also called floating point proces- 
sor 
floating symbolic address / flout 
sim,bolik 9'dres/ noun a symbol or label 
that identifies a particular instruction or 
word, regardless of its location 
floating window /,floutin 'windov/ 
noun a window that can be moved any- 
where on screen 
float relocate /flout ,ri:lou'kert/ noun 
the process of converting floating address- 
es to absolute addresses 
FLOP /flop/ abbr floating point opera- 
tion 
floppy disk /flvpi ‘disk/, floppy 
/'flppi/ nouna secondary storage device in 
the form of a flat, circular flexible disk 
onto which data can be stored in a magnet- 
ic form. Abbr FD (NOTE: The plural of 
floppy is floppies.) 
COMMENT: Floppy disks are available in vari- 
ous sizes: the commonest are 3.5 inch, 5.25 
inch and 8 inch. The size refers to the diame- 
ter of the disk inside the sleeve. 
floppy disk controller /,flopi ‘disk 
kon,traula/ noun full form of FDC 
floppy disk drive /,flopi 'disk ,dratv/ 
noun a disk drive for floppy disks. Abbr 
FDD. Also called floppy disk unit 
floppy disk sector /flopi ‘disk 
,Sekto/ noun the smallest area on a mag- 
netic disk that can be individually ad- 
dressed by a computer 
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floppy disk unit / flopi ‘disk ,jurnit/ 
noun same as floppy disk drive 

FLOPs per second /flops p3: 
‘sekond/ noun a measure of computing 
power as the number of floating point op- 
erations that a computer can execute every 
second 

flowchart /‘floutfa:t/ noun a chart 
which shows the arrangement of the steps 
in a process or program ™ verb to describe 
a process, its control and routes graphical- 
ly. Also called flow diagram 

flowchart stencil /'flaut fart 
,Stens(a)l/ noun a plastic sheet with tem- 
plate symbols cut out, to allow flowcharts 
to be quickly and clearly drawn. Also 
called flowchart template 

flowchart symbol /'fləvtfa:t 
,sımb(ə)l/ plural noun any one of the spe- 
cial symbols used to represent devices, de- 
cisions and operations in a flowchart 
flowchart template = /‘floutfa:t 
,templeit/ noun same as flowchart sten- 
cil 

flow control /fləu kean'traul/ noun 
management of the flow of data into 
queues and buffers, to prevent heavy traf- 
fic 

flow diagram /'flou ,darogrem/ noun 
same as flowchart 

flow direction /flov dar'rekfan/ noun 
the order in which events occur in a flow- 
chart 

flowline /‘flaularn/ noun a line connect- 
ing flowchart symbols, showing the direc- 
tion of flow within a flowchart 

flow text /,flau 'tekst/ verb to insert text 
into a page format in a DTP system (NOTE: 
The text fills all the space around pic- 
tures, and between set margins.) 

flush /flaf/ verb to clear or erase all the 
contents of a queue, buffer, file or section 
of memory ™ adjective level or in line 
with something 

flush buffers /flaf 'bafoz/ noun eras- 
ure of any data remaining in a buffer, ready 
for a new job or after a job has been abort- 
ed 

flutter /'flatə/ noun the occurrence of 
fluctuations of tape speed due to mechani- 
cal or circuit problems, causing signal dis- 
tortion O Wow and flutter and common 
faults on cheap tape recorders. 

flyback /‘flatbzk/ noun an electron pic- 
ture beam return from the end of a scan to 
the beginning of the next. Also called line 
flyback 


flying head /'flatty hed/ noun a hard 
disk read/write head that is wing-shaped to 
fly just above the surface of the spinning 
disk 
flying mouse /,flatm 'maus/ noun a 
computer mouse that can be lifted and 
used as a pointer 
FM /,ef 'em/ verb a method of changing 
the frequency of one signal according to 
another. Full form frequency modula- 
tion 
COMMENT: FM is often used as a method of 
representing data through changes in the fre- 
quency of a signal (the carrier), and as a 
method of carrying data over fibre-optic or tel- 


ephone cables (e.g., many modem standards 
use FM to transmit data). 


FMS /,ef em 'es/ noun1. CNC or control 
of a machine by a computer. Full form 
flexible machining system 2. the use of 
CNC machines, robots and other automat- 
ed devices in manufacturing. Full form 
flexible manufacturing system 


FM synthesiser /,ef em 'sm@o,sa1zo/ 
noun a device or other means for creating 
sounds by combining base signals of dif- 
ferent frequencies (NOTE: Sound cards 
using an FM synthesiser create sounds 
of a piano, drum or guitar by combining 
different frequencies at different levels to 
recreate the complex sound of a musical 
instrument.) 

focus /'faukas/ noun a particular win- 
dow or field that is currently ready to ac- 
cept a user’s command O Jn Windows, the 
object that currently has the user’s focus 
has a dotted line around it. ™@ verb to ad- 
just a monitor so that the image that is dis- 
played on the screen is sharp and clear 
focus window /'fəukəs ,wındəv/ 
noun a window in a GUI that is currently 
active and accepting user input or is being 
controlled by a program and accepting 
commands from the program 

fogging /‘fogin/ noun a graphic effect 
that is used to simulate atmospheric fog or 
haze, used to make a three-dimensional 
scene more realistic. Also called haze 


folder /‘faulda/ noun a group of files 
stored together under a name. ù directory 
folding /‘fauldin/ noun a hashing meth- 
od for generating an address by splitting 
the key into parts and adding them togeth- 
er 

font /font/ noun a set of characters all of 
the same style, size and typeface. Also 
called fount 
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“Word Assistant is designed to help wordprocessing 
users produce better- looking documents. It has style 
templates and forms providing 25 TrueType fonts, 
100 clip-art images and two font utility programs.’ 
[Computing] 


*,..laser printers store fonts in several ways: as resi- 
dent, cartridge and downloadable fonts’ [Desktop 
Publishing Today] 
font card /‘font ka:d/ noun a ROM de- 
vice that fits into a socket on a printer and 
adds another resident font 


font change /‘font tfemd3/ noun a 
function on a computer to change the style 
of characters used on a display screen 


Font/DA Mover / font ‚di: er 'mu:və/ 
noun (in an Apple Mac system) a former 
system utility that allowed a user to add 
fonts and DA files to the system environ- 
ment 


font disk /'font disk/ noun a magnetic 
disk that contains the data to drive a char- 
acter generator to make up the various 
fonts on a computer display 


Fonts Folder /'fonts ,faulda/ noun a 
Windows location for all the fonts that are 
currently installed on your PC 


foobar /'fu:ba:/ noun a term used by 
programmers to refer to whatever is being 
discussed O Ifa programmer is explaining 
how a graphic program works, he might 
refer to an example graphic file that stores 
the image as ‘foobar.gif’ — it does not real- 
ly exist but is just an example. 


foot /fut/ noun the bottom part of some- 
thing O He signed his name at the foot of 
the letter. 


footer /'futs/, footing /‘futin/ noun a 
message at the bottom of all the pages in a 
printed document, e.g. the page number 


footnote /‘fut nout/ noun a note at the 
bottom of a page, referring to the text 
above it, usually using a superior number 
as a reference 


footprint /'fut print/ noun 1. the area 
covered by a transmitting device such as a 
satellite or antenna 2. the area that a com- 
puter takes up on a desk 
“...signals from satellites in orbit 36,000km above 
the earth don’t care very much whether you are close 
to an exchange or not....as long as you have a dish 
within their footprint.’ [The Guardian] 
forbidden character /fa'bid(a)n 
'kærıktə/, forbidden combination noun 
a bit combination in a computer word that 
is not allowed according to the rules de- 
fined by the programmer or system de- 
signer 


forced page break /,fo:st 'perd3 
ibre1k/ noun an embedded code which in- 
dicates a new page start 


foreground /'fo:graund/ noun 1. the 
front part of an illustration, as opposed to 
the background 2. a high-priority task 
done by a computer 


‘This brighter — but still anti-glare — type of screen is 
especially useful for people using colourful graphic 
applications, where both the background and fore- 
ground are visually important.’ [Computing] 


foreground colour /,fs:graund 'kalo/ 
noun the colour of characters and text dis- 
played on a screen 


foregrounding /'fo:graundiy/ noun 
the execution of high-priority jobs or pro- 
grams in a multitasking operating system 

foreground mode /'fo:graund moud/ 
plural noun in a computer system in which 
two modes for program execution are pos- 
sible, the mode that is for interactive user 
programs. Compare background mode 


foreground processing memory 
/,forgraund 'prousesin ,mem(ə)ri/ noun 
a region of a multitasking operating sys- 
tem in which high-priority jobs or pro- 
grams are executed 

foreground program /,fo:graund 
‘prougrem/ noun a high-priority program 
in a multitasking system, whose results are 
usually visible to the user 


forest /'forist/ noun a number of inter- 
connected data structure trees 


fork /fo:k/ noun (in an Apple Mac) a 
folder that contains system files and infor- 
mation about a file or application 


form /fo:m/ noun 1. a preprinted docu- 
ment with blank spaces where information 
can be entered 2. a graphical display that 
looks like an existing printed form and is 
used to enter data into a database 3. a page 
of computer stationery 


formal methods /'fo:m(ə)l ,meðədz/ 
plural noun methods developed from 
mathematics and logic that are used when 
giving the specifications of computer sys- 
tems or evaluating them 

format /'foimæt/ noun 1. a specific 
method of arranging text or data 2. the pre- 
cise syntax of instructions and arguments 
E verb to arrange text as it will appear in 
printed form on paper O Style sheets are 
used to format documents. 


‘As an increasing amount of information within 
businesses is generated in wordprocessed format, 
text retrieval tools are becoming a highly attractive 
pragmatic solution.’ [Computing] 


format mode 
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format mode /'fo:mzt maud/ noun the 
use of protected display fields on a screen 
to show a blank form or page which cannot 
be altered, but into which a user can enter 
information 

formatted dump /,fo:metid 'damp/ 
noun a batch of text or data printed in a 
certain format 

formatter /'fo:mzta/ noun a piece of 
hardware or software that arranges text or 
data according to certain rules 

form factor /fo:m 'fæktə/ noun the size 
and shape of a device, especially a compu- 
ter’s motherboard or other printed circuit 
board (NOTE: For example, the mother- 
board tends to be the size of the first IBM 
desktop PC computer (full form factor) or 
smaller.) 

form feed /‘fo:m fi:d/ verb to the proc- 
ess of advancing the paper in a printer to 
the top of the next page or sheet. Abbr FF 
(NOTE: If you are using a laser or inkjet 
printer this has the effect of ejecting the 
current piece of paper.) 

form flash /,fo:m 'flæf/ noun a text 
heading held in store and printed out at the 
same time as the text 

form handling equipment /,fo:m 
‘heendlin 1,kwipmont/ noun peripherals, 
e.g. a decollator,which deal with output 
from a printer 

form letter /form 'leta/ noun a standard 
letter into which personal details of each 
addressee are inserted 

form mode /'fo:m moaud/ noun a dis- 
play method on a data entry terminal in 
which the form is displayed on the screen 
and the operator enters relevant details 
form overlay /fo:m ,suve'let/ noun a 
heading or other matter held in store and 
printed out at the same time as the text 
form stop /,fo:m 'stop/ noun a sensor 
on a printer which indicates when the pa- 
per has run out 

form type /‘fo:m tarp/ noun a four- 
character code that identifies the type of 
data chunk within a RIFF file 

formula /'fo:mjulə/ noun a set of math- 
ematical rules applied to solve a problem 
(NOTE: The plural is formulae.) 
formula portability /,fo:mjolo ,po:to 
‘piliti/ noun a feature in a spreadsheet 
program to find a value in a single cell 
from data in others, with the possibility of 
using the same formula in other cells 
formula translator /'fo:mjələ trans 
sletta/ noun full form of FORTRAN 


for-next loop /,fo: 'nekst ,lurp/ noun a 
loop or routine that is repeated until a con- 
dition no longer occurs 

FORTH /fo:6/ noun a programming lan- 
guage mainly used in control applications 
FORTRAN /‘fo:tren/ noun a program- 
ming language developed in the first place 
for scientific use. Full form formula 
translator 

forum /'fo:ram/ noun an Internet discus- 
sion group for people who share a special 
interest in something 

forward /'fo:wad/ verb 1. to send an 
email message that you have received on 
to another user O I did not know the an- 
swer to the question, so I have forwarded 
your message to my colleague. 2. (of a 
bridge in a network) to copy a packet of 
data from one segment to another 
forward error correction /,fo:wod 
‘era ko,rekf(a)n/ noun an error detection 
and correction method that is applied to re- 
ceived data to correct errors rather than re- 
questing another transmission 

forward mode /'fo:wad moud/ noun 
positive displacement to an origin 
forward pointer /,fo:wad 'pomtə/ 
noun a pointer that contains the address of 
the next item in a linked list 

for your information /fo ,jo:r ,mfo 
‘merf(a)n/ noun full form of FYI 
FOSDIC /,ef əv es di: ar 'si:/ noun a 
storage device for computer data using mi- 
crofilm. Full form film optical scanning 
device for input into computers 
four-address_ instruction /fo: ə 
idres in'strakfan/ noun a program in- 
struction which contains four addresses 
within its address field, usually the loca- 
tion of the two operands, the result and the 
location of the next instruction 

fource /,fo: si: '‘si:/, four-character 
code / fo: ,keerikta 'koud/ noun a meth- 
od of identifying the type of data within a 
RIFF file 

AGL abbr fourth-generation language 
four-plus-one address /'fo: plas 
,wan/ noun an instruction that contains 
the locations of four registers and the loca- 
tion of the next instruction 

fourth generation computer /,f5:0 
\dzenorerf(a)n kom'pjuita/ noun a com- 
puter using technology using LSI circuits, 
developed around 1970 and still in current 
use 

fourth generation language /,fs:0 
dzenoreif(a)n ‘langwid3/ noun a com- 
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puter language that is user-friendly and 
has been designed with the nonexpert in 
mind. Abbr 4GL 


fps noun the number of individual frames 
of a video sequence that can be displayed 
each second to give the impression of 
movement. Full form frames per sec- 
ond. ò MPEG 


COMMENT: To give the impression of smooth, 
continuous video (also called full-motion vid- 
eo), a computer needs to display at least 25 
separate frames each second. If the frames 
are small, there is less data to update; howev- 
er if the frame is large — e.g. a large window 
display — then the computer has to update the 
hundreds of thousands of pixels that make up 
each image 25 times per second. To do this 
needs a fast graphics adapter or special video 
display hardware 


FPU abbr floating point unit 

FQDN / ef kju: di: 'en/ noun a complete 
domain name that can be used to identify a 
server as well as the host;, e.g. 
bloomsbury.com. Full form fully quali- 
fied domain name 

fractal /'frækt(ə)l/ noun a geometric 
shape that repeats itself within itself and 
always appears the same, however much 
you magnify the image 

fractal compression /,frekt(9)l kəm 
‘pref(9)n/ noun a technique used to com- 
press images 

fractal image format / frækt(ə)l 
'ımıd3 ,formeet/ noun full form of FIF 
fraction /‘frekfan/ noun 1. a part of a 
whole unit, expressed as one figure above 
another, e.g. 1/4, 1/2, or a figure after a 
decimal point. e.g. 25. 2. a mantissa of a 
floating point number. Also called frac- 
tional part 

fractional part /'frækfənəl pa:t/ noun 
same as fraction 2 

fractional services /frekfonol 
'S3IVISIZ/ plural noun parts of a band- 
width allocated to different signals or cus- 
tomers O The commercial carrier will sell 
you fractional services that provide 
64Kbps data transmission. 

fractional T-1 /'frækfənəl ti:/ noun a 
method of dividing the capacity of a 1.544 
Mbits/second T-1 communications line 
into smaller 64 Kbits/second channels that 
are more convenient and cheaper for a cus- 
tomer to use 

fragment /'frægmənt/ noun a piece of 
information that has had to be split up into 
several smaller units of information before 
being sent over the Internet. The receiver 


will re-assemble these units into the cor- 
rect order. 


fragmentation /,fregmon'terJ(9)n/ 
noun 1. (in main memory) memory allo- 
cation to a number of files, which has re- 
sulted in many small, free sections or frag- 
ments that are too small to be of any use, 
but waste a lot of space 2. (on a disk drive) 
a situation with files stored scattered 
across non-contiguous sectors on a hard 
disk 
COMMENT: When a file is saved to disk, it is not 
always saved in adjacent sectors. This will in- 
crease the retrieval time. Defragmentation 
moves files back into adjacent sectors so that 
the read head does not have to move far 
across the disk, so it increases performance. 
frame /fretm/ noun 1. a space on mag- 
netic tape for one character code 2. a pack- 
et of transmitted data including control 
and route information 3. (in animation, 
film or video) one single image within a se- 
quence of different images that together 
show movement or animation. Each frame 
is normally slightly different from the pre- 
vious one to give the impression of move- 
ment. 4. (in an HTML webpage) a set of 
commands that allow the main window of 
a browser to be split into separate sections, 
each of which can be scrolled independ- 
ently. This allows lots of information to be 
presented clearly. ý HTML 5. (in commu- 
nications) a standard unit of information 
that contains a header with the destination 
address and sender’s address followed by 
the information and a trailer that contains 
error detection information 


frame-based animation % /fremm 
beisd ,zni'merf(a)n/ noun a series of 
screens displayed in quick succession, 
each one slightly different, that gives the 
impression of movement 


frame buffer /fremm 'bafa/ noun a sec- 
tion of memory used to store an image be- 
fore it is displayed on screen 


frame error /frem 'erə/ noun an error 
due to a faulty bit within a frame on mag- 
netic tape 
frame grabber /'freim ,grebo/ noun a 
high speed digital sampling circuit that 
stores a TV picture in memory so that it 
can then be processed by a computer. Also 
called grabber 
‘...the frame grabber is distinguished by its ability to 
acquire a TV image in a single frame interval’ 
[Electronics & Wireless World| 
frame index /fremm 'mdeks/ noun a 
counter used by the Microsoft Movie Play- 


frame rate 
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er software that identifies the current 
frame of the video 

frame rate /'frerm reit/ noun the speed 
at which frames in a video sequence are 
displayed; measured in frames displayed 
per second (NOTE: PAL is 25fps, NTSC is 
30 fps and film is 24 fps.) 

frame relay /fremm r1'let/ noun a com- 
munications protocol, similar to but more 
efficient to X.25, that operates at OSI level 
2. 


COMMENT: The system is used in wide area 
networks and is a subset of the HDLC (high 
level data-link control) called LAP-D (link ac- 
cess procedure-D) that allows data to be sent 
in packets over a shared high-speed channel 
such as a T-1 line. 


frames per second /,fretmz pə 
'sekənd/ noun full form of fps 

frame window /fremm 'windoau/ noun 
the set of controls, including the minimise 
and maximise buttons, scroll bar and win- 
dow title, and border that surround a win- 
dow area 

framework /'fre1mwa:k/ noun the ba- 
sic structure of a database, process or pro- 
gram O The program framework was de- 
signed first. 

free /fri:/ adjective available for use or 
not currently being used; W verb to erase, 
remove or back up programs or files to 
provide space in memory 

freedom of information /,fri:dom ov 
infa'meif(a)n/ noun the opportunity and 
ability to examine computer records, ei- 
ther(referring to government activities or 
about individuals) 

free form database /,fri: foim 
'dertəbers/ noun a database that can store 
any type of data and does not have a fixed 
record structure 

free running mode /fri: ‘rani 
imoud/ noun an interactive computer 
mode that allows more than one user to 
have simultaneous use of a program 

free WAIS /,fri: ,dab(o)l ju: er ar 'es/ 
noun a non-commercial version of the 
WAIS search index server 

freeware /'fri:wea/ noun software that 
is in the public domain and can be used by 
anyone without having to pay 

free wheeling /‘fri: wi:ltj/ noun a 
transmission protocol in which the compu- 
ter transmitting receives no status signals 
from the receiver 

freeze /fri:z/ verb same as hang. p 
crash 


freeze frame /‘fri:z fretm/ verb a video 
sequence stopped so that only one frame is 
displayed 

frequency /‘fri:kwonsi/ noun a number 
of cycles or periods of a regular waveform 
that are repeated per second (NOTE: The 
plural is frequencies.) 

frequency division multiplexing 
/friikwonsi d1,v13(9)n 'malti,pleks1n/ 
noun full form of FDM O Using FDM we 
can transmit 100 telephone calls along 
one main cable. 

frequency modulation /,fri:kwonsi 
mpdju'lerf(ə)n/ noun full form of FM 
frequently asked questions 
/ frizkwont(o)li arskd 'kwestfanz/ plu- 
ral noun common questions and their an- 
swers relating to a particular subject that 
are contained in a document. Abbr FAQ 
friendly front end /frendli frant 
‘end/ noun the design of the display of a 
program that is easy to use and understand 
FROM /'ef rom/ abbr fusible read only 
memory 

front end / frant 'end/ adjective the vis- 
ible part of an application that is seen by a 
user and is used to view and work with in- 
formation O The program is very easy to 
use thanks to the uncomplicated front-end. 
front-end processor /frant end 
'prəusesə/ noun full form of FEP 

front panel /frant 'pæn(ə)l/ noun main 
computer system control switches and sta- 
tus indicators 

FTAM /,ef ti: er 'em/ noun an OSI stand- 
ard method of transferring files between 
different computer systems. Full form file 
transfer, file access and management 
FTP /ef ti: 'pi:/ noun an TCP/IP stand- 
ard for transferring files between comput- 
ers; it is a file sharing protocol that oper- 
ates at layers 5, 6 and 7 of an OSI model 
network. Full form file transfer protocol 
ftp mail /,ef ti: 'pi: ,me1l/ nouny bitF TP 
full adder /,ful 'zeda/ noun a binary ad- 
dition circuit which can produce the sum 
of two inputs, and can also accept a carry 
input, producing a carry output if neces- 
sary 

full duplex /,ful 'dju:pleks/ noun data 
transmission down a channel in two direc- 
tions simultaneously. Abbr fd, FD, fdx 
full handshaking /,ful 'hændferkıy/ 
noun signals transmitted between two 
communicating devices indicating states 
and events such as ready to transmit, ready 
to receive, received and transmitted 
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full-motion video adapter /ful 
smouf(a)n 'vidiau ə,dæptə/ noun a com- 
puter fitted with a digitising card that is 
fast enough to capture and display moving 
video images, at a rate of 25 or 30 frames 
per second 

full path /,ful 'pa:6/ noun a description 
of the position of a directory, in relation to 
the root directory, in which a file is stored 
full scene anti-aliasing /,ful sin 
enti 'erliəsıy/ noun a method of anti- 
aliasing a complete frame of a video or an- 
imation rather than just one object, which 
requires powerful graphics hardware. 
Abbr FSAA 

full-screen /ful skri:n/ adjective refer- 
ring to a program display that uses all the 
available screen, and is not displayed with- 
in a window 

full-size display /,ful saız drs'ple1/ 
noun a large screen VDU which can dis- 
play a whole page of text 

full subtractor /,ful sab'treekta/ noun 
a binary subtractor circuit that can produce 
the difference of two inputs and can also 
accept a carry input, producing a carry out- 
put if necessary 

full-text search /ful tekst 'ssıtf/ 
noun a search for something carried out 
through all the text in a file or database 
rather than limited to an area or block 
fully formed character /,fuli fo:md 
'kærıktə/ plural noun a character pro- 
duced by a printer in a single action 
fully-populated /,fuli 'popju,lertid/ 
adjective 1. referring to a computer with 
all the options or memory fitted 2. refer- 
ring to a printed circuit board that has 
components in all free sockets 

fully qualified domain name /,foli 
ikwolifaid dau'mein ,nerm/ noun full 
form of FQDN 

function /'fankJon/ noun 1. a mathe- 
matical formula in which a result is de- 
pendent upon several other numbers 2. a 
sequence of computer program instruc- 
tions in a main program that perform a cer- 
tain task 3. a special feature available on a 
computer or word-processor O The word- 
processor had a spelling-checker function 
but no built-in text-editing function. 
functional diagram /,fagks(a)nal 
‘darogreem/ noun a drawing of the inter- 
nal workings and processes of a machine 
or piece of software 

functional specification 
/fankf(a)nal ,spesrfi'kerf(a)n/ noun a 


specification which defines the results 
which a program is expected to produce 
functional unit /,fankfon(o)l 'ju:nıt/ 
noun a piece of hardware or software that 
works as it should 
function call /‘fankfan ko:I/ noun a 
program instruction that moves execution 
to a predefined function or named se- 
quence of instructions 
function code /'fankJan kaud/ noun a 
printing code that controls an action rather 
than representing a character 
function digit /‘fankfan ,did3it/ noun 
a code used to instruct a computer as to 
which function or branch in a program to 
follow 
function key /‘fankJon ki:/ noun one 
of several special keys placed along the top 
of a PC keyboard that have different uses 
according to different applications 
COMMENT: Function keys often form a sepa- 
rate group of keys on the keyboard, and have 
specific functions attached to them. They may 
be labelled F1, F2 and so on. Most applica- 
tions use the F1 key to display help informa- 
tion and Alt-F4 to quit an application 
function library /‘fankfon_larbrori/ 
noun the collection of functions that can 
be used by a program 
function overloading /‘fankf(o)n 
ouvaloudin/ noun a programming sys- 
tem in which several different functions 
can have the same name, but are differen- 
tiated because they operate on different 
data types 
function table /'fankfan_,terb(o)l/ 
noun a list that gives the relationship be- 
tween two sets of instructions or data 
fusible link /,fju:zib(a)l 'Imk/ noun a 
small link in a PLA that can be blown to 
program the device permanently 
fusible read only memory 
/fju:zib(a)l rizd ,sunli 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
PROM that is made up of a matrix of fusi- 
ble links which are selectively blown to 
program it. Abbr FROM 
fuzzy logic, fuzzy theory noun a type 
of logic applied to computer program- 
ming, which tries to replicate the reason- 
ing methods of the human brain 


FYI /,ef wat 'at/ noun a document file 
that contains general background informa- 
tion related to the Internet or the TCP/IP 
protocols. Full form for your informa- 
tion. ò RFC (NOTE: Specific technical in- 
formation is normally contained in RFC 
documents.) 


G 


G abbr giga- 
COMMENT: In computing G refers to 23%, equal 
to 1,073,741 ,824. 
G.711 /,d3i: ,sev(a)n 1'lev(ə)n/ noun a 
standard used in multimedia and telepho- 
ny to define an audio signal with a 3.4 KHz 
bandwidth transferred over a 64 Kbits/sec- 
ond data channel 


gain /getn/ noun 1. an increase or en- 
largement 2. an amount by which a signal 
amplitude is changed as it passes through 
a circuit, usually given as a ratio of output 
to input amplitude. Opposite attenuation 


gallium arsenide /,geliom 
'ars(ə)nard/ noun a semiconductor com- 
pound, a material used for chip construc- 
tion, that allows faster operation than sili- 
con chips 


game cartridge /'geim ,ka:trıd3/ 
noun a ROM device that contains the pro- 
gram code for a computer game, and 
which is plugged into a game console 


game console /'geım ,konsaul/ noun 
a dedicated computer that is used primari- 
ly to play games, designed to connect to a 
television set rather than a monitor and 
usually controlled using a gamepad rather 
than a keyboard and mouse. Also called 
games console 


gamepad /'germpzd/ noun a device 
held in the hand to control a computer 
game 


game port /'germ po:t/ noun a connec- 
tion that allows a joystick to be plugged 
into a computer 


gaming gear /'germıy gia/ noun ac- 
cessories for a computer that are designed 
to increase the enjoyment of playing a 
computer game, e.g. a joystick for action 
games or a steering wheel and foot pedals 
for a driving game 


ganged /gæņd/ adjective referring to 
mechanically linked devices that are oper- 
ated by a single action 


ganged switch /,gzend 'switf/ noun a 
series of switches that operate on different 
parts of a circuit but which are all switched 
by a single action O A ganged switch is 
used to select which data bus a printer will 
respond to. 
gap /gæp/ noun 1. a space between re- 
corded data 2. a space between a read head 
and the magnetic medium 
gap character /gzp 'kærıktə/ noun an 
extra character added to a group of charac- 
ters for parity or another purpose, but not 
as data or an instruction 
gap digit /gzp ‘didzit/ noun an extra 
digit added to a group of data for parity or 
another purpose, but not as data or an in- 
struction 
gap loss /,gzp 'los/ noun a signal atten- 
uation due to incorrect alignment of the 
read/write head with the storage medium 
garbage /'ga:bid3/ noun 1. a radio in- 
terference from adjacent channels 2. data 
or information that is no longer required 
because it is out of date or contains errors 
garbage collection /'ga:bid3 ko 
ilekfon/ noun the reorganisation and re- 
moval of unwanted or out-of-date files and 
records 
garbage in garbage out /,ga:bid3 in 
garbid3 'aut/ noun full form of GIGO 
gas discharge display, gas plasma 
display noun a flat, lightweight display 
screen that is made of two flat pieces of 
glass covered with a grid of conductors, 
separated by a thin layer of a gas which lu- 
minesces when one point of the grid is se- 
lected by two electric signals. Also called 
plasma display 

COMMENT: Mainly used in modern portable 


computer displays, but the definition is not as 
good as in cathode ray tube displays. 


gate /geit/ noun 1. a logical electronic 
switch whose output depends on the states 
of the inputs and the type of logical func- 
tion implemented 2. a connection pin of a 
FET device 
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gate array /geit ə're1/ noun a number of 
interconnected logic gates built into an in- 
tegrated circuit to perform a complex 
function 

gate circuit /gert 'ss:kit/ noun an elec- 
tronic component that implements a logi- 
cal function 

gated /,geit 'di:/ noun software that re- 
directs network traffic, usually Internet 
traffic, according to a set of rules, and can 
also be used to limit access to a site or to 
route traffic to another site. Full form gate 
daemon. ò routed 

gate delay /geit di'let/ noun the time 
taken for a gate to produce an output after 
it has received inputs 

gateway /'geitwei/ noun 1. a device 
that links two dissimilar networks O We 
use a gateway to link the LAN to WAN. 2. 
a software protocol translation device that 
allows users working in one network to ac- 
cess another 3. a piece of software that al- 
lows email messages to be sent via a dif- 
ferent route or to another network 
gateway interface /'geit wel 
Intofers/ noun» CGI 

gateway page /'geitwei peid3/ noun 
the first webpage that a visitor to a website 
sees and the one that contains the key 
words and phrases that enable a search en- 
gine to find it 

gather /'gæðə/ verb to receive data from 
various sources, either directly from a data 
capture device or from a cartridge, and sort 
and insert it in correct order into a database 
gather write /'gæðə rait/ verb to write 
a group of separate records as one block of 
data 

Gb abbr gigabyte 

GDI abbr graphics device interface 
gender changer /'dzendə ,tferndzə/ 
noun a device for changing a female con- 
nection to a male or vice versa (informal) 
General MIDI /,d3en(a)ral 'midi/ noun 
a set of standards for a synthesiser that set 
out the first 128 different instrument 
sounds in a synthesiser and the number 
that refers to it. For example, 40 is always 
a violin. 


general packet radio service 
/,dzen(a)ral_ ,pekit 'rerdiəu ,ss:vis/ 
noun full form of GPRS 


general protection fault /,d3en(a)ral 
pro'tekfon ,fo:lt/ noun full form of GPF 
general purpose computer 
/,dzen(a)ral ,ps:pas kəm'pju:tə/ noun a 
computer whose processing power may be 


applied to many different sorts of applica- 
tions, depending on its hardware or soft- 
ware instructions 

general purpose interface adapter 
/,d3en(a)ral ,pstpas 'ıntəfers ə,dæptə/ 
nounan adapter usually used to interface a 
processing unit to a IEEE-488 bus. Abbr 
GPIA 

general purpose interface bus 
/,d3en(a)ral ,p3ipas 'Intafers ,bas/ noun 
full form of GPIB 

general purpose program 
/,d3en(a)ral ,psipas 'praugreem/ noun a 
program or device able to perform many 
different jobs or applications 

generate /'d3ena,reit/ verb to use soft- 
ware or a device to produce codes or a pro- 
gram automatically O to generate an im- 
age from digitally recorded data 
generated address /,d3enoreitid 9 
‘dres/ noun a location used by a program 
that has been produced by instructions 
within the program 

generated error /,d3enoreitid 'erə/ 
noun an error occurring due to inaccura- 
cies in data used, e.g. a sum total error due 
to a series of numbers which are rounded 
up 

generation /,d3eno're1J(9)n/ noun 1. 
the process of producing data or software 
or programs using a computer O The com- 
puter is used in the generation of graphic 
images. 2. the state or age of the technolo- 
gy used in the design of a system 3. the 
distance between a file and the original 
version, used when making backups O The 


father file is a first generation backup. 


generation loss /,d3eno're1J(9)n los/ 
noun degradation of signal quality with 
each successive recording of a video or au- 
dio signal 

generator /'dzena,reita/ noun a pro- 
gram that generates new programs accord- 
ing to rules or specifications set out by the 
user 

generator lock /‘d3eno,retta lok/ 
nouna device that synchronises the timing 
signals of two video signals from different 
sources so that they can be successfully 
combined or mixed. Also called genlock 
(NOTE: It is often used to synchronise the 
output of a computer's display adapter 
with an external video source when using 
the computer to create overlays or ti- 
tling.) 

generic /dgo'nertk/ adjective that is 
compatible with a whole family of hard- 


genlock 
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ware or software devices from one manu- 
facturer 

genlock /'‘d3enlpk/ noun same as gen- 
erator lock 

geometry /d3i'pmotri/ noun the first of 
the two stages used to create and display a 
three-dimensional object. The second is 
rendering. 

geometry processing /d3i:'pmotri 
,prousesin/ noun a process required to 
calculate the x, y and z coordinates of a 
three-dimensional object that is to be dis- 
played on screen O Geometry processing 
is usually carried out by the CPU or by a 
specialised graphics processor. 
geotargeting /,d3i:ou'ta:gitin/ noun a 
method of analysing what a visitor to your 
website is viewing or doing and deducing 
his or her location, then displaying custom 
content or advertisements accordingly O If 
a website visitor searches for the weather 
in Seattle, the intelligent geotargeting soft- 
ware displays banner advertisements from 
taxi companies in Seattle. 

get /get/ noun an instruction to obtain a 
record from a file or database 

GET method /'get ,meðəd/ noun (in 
HTML for CGI access) a method of trans- 
ferring information between a webpage, 
which uses the HTML form GET com- 
mand, and a server-based application 
ghost /gaust/ noun 1. a menu item dis- 
played in grey and not currently available 
2. an effect on a television image in which 
a weaker copy of the picture is displayed 
to one side of the main image, caused by 
signal reflections 

ghost cursor /goust 'ksisə/ noun a 
second cursor which can be used in some 
programs 

GHz abbr gigahertz 

GIF /gtf/ a trade name for a graphics file 
format of a file containing a bit-mapped 
image. Full form graphics interface for- 
mat 

GIF file /,d3i: ar ‘ef fatl/ noun graphics 
file format of a file containing a bit- 
mapped image 

giga- /g1gə/ prefix one thousand million. 
Abbr G 


COMMENT: In computing giga refers to 230, 
which is equal to 1,073,741 ,824. 


gigabit /‘gigabit/ noun a unit of capaci- 
ty of a computer local area network, equal 
to one megabyte of computer information 
or 1,073,741,824 bits 


gigabyte /'gigabait/ noun 10° bytes. 
Abbr Gb 

gigaflop /‘gtgaflop/ noun one thousand 
million floating-point operations per sec- 
ond 

gigahertz /‘gigahs:its/ noun a frequen- 
cy of one thousand million cycles per sec- 
ond. Abbr GHz 


GIGO /'gatgau/ noun the principle that 
the accuracy and quality of information 
that is output depends on the quality of the 
input. Full form garbage in garbage out 
COMMENT: GIGO is sometimes taken to mean 
‘garbage in gospel out’: i.e. that whatever 
wrong information is put into a computer, peo- 
ple will always believe that the output results 
are true. 
gigs /gigz/ noun meaning one thousand 
million; in computing G refers to 2% equal 
to 1,073,741,824. Abbr G 
GINO /,d3i: at en 'əu/ noun a graphical 
control routine written in FORTRAN. Full 
form graphical input output 


GKS /,d3i: ker 'es/ noun a standard for 
software command and functions describ- 
ing graphical input/output to provide the 
same functions, etc. on any type of hard- 
ware. Full form graphics kernel system 


glare /glea/ noun very bright light reflec- 
tions, especially on a VDU screen O The 
glare from the screen makes my eyes hurt. 


glare filter /gleə 'fıltə/ noun a coated 
glass or plastic sheet placed in front of a 
screen to cut out bright light reflections 


glitch /glitf/ noun anything which caus- 
es the sudden unexpected failure of a com- 
puter or equipment (informal) 
‘The programmer was upgrading a verification sys- 
tem at Visa’s UK data centre when his work trig- 
gered a software glitch causing hundreds of valid 
cards to be rejected for several hours.’ [Computing] 
global /'gləub(ə)l/ adjective covering 
everything 
‘In an attempt to bring order to an electronic Tower 
of Babel, pharmaceutical giant Rhone-Poulenc has 
assembled an X.400-based global messaging net- 
work and a patchwork directory system that will be 
used until a single email system is deployed world- 
wide.’ [Computing] 
global backup /,gloub(9)l 'bekap/ 
noun 1. a backup of all data stored on all 
nodes or workstations connected to a net- 
work 2. a backup of all files on a hard disk 
or file server 
global exchange /gloub(s)l rks 
'tfernd3/ noun a replace function which 
replaces one piece of text, e.g. a word, 
with another throughout a whole text 
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global knowledge /,gləub(ə)l 
‘nolid3/ noun all the knowledge about one 
problem or task 

global memory /,gləub(ə)l 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun memory available to all Windows 
applications 

global search and replace 
/,gloub(e)l ,s3:tf on ri'plets/ noun a 
word-processor search and replace func- 
tion covering a complete file or document 
global system for mobile commu- 
nications /,gloub(9)l_ ,sistom fə 
»moubarl ko,mjurnt'ke1f(9)nz/ noun full 
form of GSM 

global variable /,glaub(a)l 
'veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a variable or number 
that can be accessed by any routine or 
structure in a program 

glyph /glif/ noun the symbol, or the set 
of symbols, that forms a single character in 
a font 

GND /,d3i: en 'di:/ abbr ground 

goal /gaul/ noun the final state reached 
when a task has been finished or has pro- 
duced satisfactory results 

go down /,gou 'daun/ verb to break 
down or stop working 

gold contact /,gould 'kontækt/ noun 
an electrical contact, usually for low-level 
signals, that is coated with gold to reduce 
the electrical resistance 

gold disc /,gauld 'disk/ noun the origi- 
nal disc from which other copies of a CD- 
ROM are made 

Google /'gu:g(ə)l/ a trade name for a 
popular search engine 

Gopher /'gəufə/ noun an Internet sys- 
tem that allows a user to find information 
and files stored on the Internet using a se- 
ries of commands 

GOSIP /'gpsıp/ noun a set of standards 
defined by the US Government to ensure 
that computers and communications sys- 
tems can interact. Full form Government 
Open Systems Interconnect Profile 
gospel /'gpspəl/ noun» GIGO 
GOSUB /'gausab/ noun a programming 
command which executes a routine then 
returns to the following instruction 
GOTO /'gəvtu:/ noun a programming 
command which instructs a jump to anoth- 
er point or routine in the program O GOTO 
105 instructs a jump to line 105. 


COMMENT: GOTO statements are frowned 
upon by software experts since their use dis- 
courages set, structured programming tech- 
niques. 


Gouraud shading /‘gu:rau Jerdim/ 
noun shading within a three-dimensional 
scene created by a mathematical equation 
that is applied to each side of each object 
and produces a gradual change in colour to 
give the impression of light and shade 
Government Open Systems Inter- 
connect Profile = /,gav(o)nmont 
‚upon ,sistom 'ıntəkənekt ,proufarl/ 
noun full form of GOSIP 

GPF /,d3i: pi: 'ef/ noun an error condi- 
tion that occurs in Microsoft Windows and 
causes an application to crash, usually 
caused by insufficient memory, by using 
an incompatible peripheral or device driv- 
er or by an error in a software program. 
Full form general protection fault 
GPIB /,d3i: pi: ar 'bi:/ noun a standard 
for an interface bus between a computer 
and laboratory equipment. Full form gen- 
eral purpose interface bus 

gpr /,d3i: pi: 'a:/ noun a data register in a 
computer processing unit that can store 
items of a data for many different mathe- 
matical or logical operations. Full form 
general purpose register. Also called 
general register 

GPRS /,d3i: pi: a: 'es/ noun a standard 
system for wireless radio and mobile tele- 
phone communications that is due to re- 
place the existing GSM system. Full form 
general packet radio service (NOTE: 
GPRS supports high-speed data transfer 
rates of up to 150 Kbps compared to the 
GSM limit of 9.6 Kbps.) 

grabber /'græbə/ noun same as frame 
grabber 

graceful degradation /,greisf(a)l 
,degra'deif(a)n/ noun the process of al- 
lowing some parts of a system to continue 
to function after a part has broken down 
gradient /‘greidiont/ noun (in a graphic 
image) a smooth change of colour from 
one colour to another or from black to 
white 

grammar /'græmə/ noun a set of rules 
for the correct use of a language 
grammar checker /'gremo_tfeko/ 
noun a software utility used to check a 
document or letter to make sure it is gram- 
matically correct 

grammatical error /grə,mætık(ə)l 
'erə/ noun an incorrect use of a computer 
programming language syntax 
grandfather cycle /'grænfa:ðə 
salk(a)l/ noun a period in which the 
grandfather file is retrieved and updated to 


grandfather file 
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produce a new father file, the old father file 
becoming the new grandfather file 
grandfather file /'grænfa:ðə farl/ 
noun the third most recent version of a 
backed up file, after father and son files 
granularity /,grenju'leriti/ noun the 
size of memory segments in a virtual 
memory system 

graphic /'græfık/ adjective referring to 
representation of information in the form 
of pictures or plots instead of by text 
graphical input output /,greftkl 
Input 'autput/ noun full form of GINO 
graphical user interface /,greftkl 
'jurza ,Intofers/ noun full form of GUI 
graphic data /'greftk ,detta/ noun 
stored data that represents graphical infor- 
mation when displayed on a screen 
graphic display /'grefik d1,ple1/ 
noun a computer screen able to present 
graphical information 

graphic display resolution /'græfık 
di,spler ,rezolu:f(a)n/ noun the number 
of pixels that a computer is able to display 
on the screen 

graphic language /'greefik 
langwid3/ noun a computer program- 
ming language with inbuilt commands that 
are useful when displaying graphics 
graphic object /greftk ‘pvbd3ekt/ 
noun a small graphic image imported from 
another drawing application and placed on 
a page (NOTE: in most DTP, paint or draw- 
ing packages, the object can be moved, 
sized and positioned independently from 
the other elements on the page.) 
graphics /'græfıks/ noun pictures or 
lines which can be drawn on paper or on a 
screen to represent information O graphics 
output such as bar charts, pie charts, line 
drawings, etc. 

graphics accelerator /'grefiks ok 
\seloreita/ noun a card that fits inside a 
computer and uses a dedicated processor 
chip to speed up the action of drawing 
lines and images on the screen 

graphics adapter /'‘greeftks ə,dæptə/ 
noun an electronic device, usually on an 
expansion card, in a computer that con- 
verts software commands into electrical 
signals that display graphics on a connect- 
ed monitor O The new graphics adapter is 
capable of displaying higher resolution 
graphics. 

graphics character /'græfiks 
ikeerikta/ noun a preprogrammed shape 
that can be displayed on a non-graphical 


screen instead of a character, used exten- 
sively in videotext systems to display sim- 
ple pictures 

graphics coprocessor /'grzfiks 
kau,prausesa/ noun same as graphics 
processor 

graphics file /‘grzfiks farl/ noun a bi- 
nary file which contains data describing an 
image O There are many standards for 
graphics files including TIFF, IMG and 
EPS. 

graphics file format /‘grefiks fail 
iformeet/ noun a method in which data de- 
scribing an image is stored 

graphics interface format /,grzfiks 
‘mntofers ,formeet/ noun full form of GIF 
graphics kernel system /,grzfiks 
'ksin(ə)l ,ststom/ noun full form of GKS 
graphics library /‘grefiks larbr(a)ri/ 
noun a number of routines stored in a li- 
brary file that can be added to any user 
program to simplify the task of writing 
graphics programs 

graphics light pen /,greftks ‘lait 
,pen/ noun a high-accuracy light pen used 
for drawing onto a graphics display screen 
graphics mode /'græfıks maud/ noun 
a videotext terminal whose displayed 
characters are taken from a range of graph- 
ics characters instead of text 

graphics overlay card /,grefiks 
'auvəler ,ka:d/ noun an expansion card 
for a PC or Apple Mac that combines gen- 
erated text or images with an external vid- 
eo source 

graphics pad /'greftks pzd/ noun 
same as graphics tablet 

graphics primitive /,greefitks 
‘primitiv/ noun a basic shape such as an 
arc, line or filled square that is used to cre- 
ate other shapes or objects 

graphics printer /'græfrks ,printo/ 
noun a printer capable of printing bit- 
mapped images 

graphics processor /'græfirks 
,prousesa/ noun a secondary processor 
used to speed up the display of graphics O 
This graphics adapter has a graphics co- 
processor fitted and is much faster. Also 
called graphics coprocessor (NOTE: It 
calculates the position of pixels that form 
a line or shape and display graphic lines 
or shapes.) 

graphics software =/‘grefiks 
Spftwed/ noun prewritten routines which 
perform standard graphics commands 
such as line drawing and plotting that can 
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be called from within a program to simpli- 
fy program writing 

graphics tablet /‘grefiks ,teblot/ 
noun a flat device which allows a user to 
input graphical information into a compu- 
ter by drawing on its surface O It is much 
easier to draw accurately with a graphics 
tablet than with a mouse. Also called 
graphics pad 

graphics terminal /'grefiks 
,t3rmin(a)I/ noun a special terminal with 
a high-resolution graphic display and 
graphics tablet or other input device 
graphics VDU /,grefiks vi: di: ‘ju:/ 
noun a special VDU which can display 
high-resolution or colour graphics as well 
as text 

graph plotter /‘gra:f ,plote/ noun 
same as x-y plotter 

Gray code /'gre1 kaud/ noun a coding 
system in which the binary representation 
of decimal numbers changes by only one 
bit at a time from one number to the next 


COMMENT: It is used in communications sys- 
tems to provide error detection facilities. 


gray scale /'grer ske1l/ noun US anoth- 
er spelling of grey scale 

greeked /gri:kd/ adjective (in a DTP 
program) referring to a font with a point 
size too small to display accurately, shown 
as a line rather than individual characters 
Green Book /gri:n 'buk/ noun a formal 
specification for CD-i standard published 
by Philips 

gremlin /‘gremlin/ noun an unexplained 
fault in a system (informal) 

grey scale /'grer ske1l/ noun the shades 
which are produced from displaying what 
should be colour information on a mono- 
chrome monitor (NOTE: The US spelling is 
gray scale.) 

grid /grid/ noun a system of numbered 
squares used to help when drawing 

grid snap /'grid snzp/ noun (in a 
graphics program) patterns or lines drawn 
on screen limited to the points of a grid O 
If you want to draw accurate lines, you’ ll 
find it easier with grid snap turned on. 
ground /graund/ noun an electrical cir- 
cuit connection to earth or to a point with 
a zero voltage level. Abbr GND (NOTE: 
ground is more common in US English; 
the British English is earth) 

group /gru:p/ noun 1. a set of computer 
records containing related information 2. a 
six-character word used in telegraphic 
communications 3. (in a GUI) a collection 


of icons, of files or programs displayed to- 
gether in a window O All the icons in this 
group are to do with painting. 4. (in a net- 
work) a collection of users conveniently 
identified by one name O The group AC- 
COUNTS contains all the users who work 
in the accounts department. ™@ verb to 
bring several things together 

Group 3/,gru:p 'Ori:/ noun» fax group 
group icon /gru:p ‘atkpn/ noun (in a 
GU/) an icon that represents a window 
which contains a collection of icons of 
files or programs 

group mark /gru:p ma:k/, group 
marker noun a code used to identify the 
start and end of a group of related records 
or items of data 

group poll /‘gru:p pəul/ noun a poll of 
a number of devices at once 

groupware /'gru:pweo/ noun software 
specially written to be used by a group of 
people connected to a network and help 
them carry out a particular task (NOTE: It 
provides useful functions such as a diary 
or email that can be accessed by all us- 
ers.) 

GSM /,d3i: es 'em/ noun a popular sys- 
tem used for wireless cellular telephone 
communications throughout Europe, Asia 
and parts of North America. Full form glo- 
bal system for mobile communica- 
tions. ) GPRS 


COMMENT: The GSM system allows eight calls 
to share the same radio frequency and carries 
the digital data that represents voice signals 
transmitted by each user’s telephone. The 
main drawback of GSM is that it does not offer 
very fast data transfer rates which has be- 
come more important as users want to access 
the Internet and read email via a mobile tele- 
phone connection. GSM provides data trans- 
fer at up to 9.6Kbps, but it is due to be re- 
placed by the GPRS system that can support 
high-speed data transfer at up to 150Kbps. 


guard band /'ga:d bend/ noun a sec- 
tion of magnetic tape between two chan- 
nels recorded on the same tape 

guard bit /‘ga:d bit/ noun one bit within 
a stored word that indicates to the compu- 
ter whether it can be altered or if it is pro- 
tected 

GUI /‘gu:i/ noun an interface between an 
operating system or program and the user 
that uses graphics or icons to represent 
functions or files and allow the software to 
be controlled more easily. Full form 
graphical user interface. Compare 
command line interface 


COMMENT: GUls normally use a combination 
of windows, icons and a mouse to control the 
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operating system. In many GUls, such as Mi- 
crosoft Windows and the Apple Mac System, 
you can control all the functions of the operat- 
ing system just using the mouse. Icons repre- 
sent programs and files; instead of entering 
the file name, you select it by moving a pointer 
with a mouse. 
guide bar /‘gard ba:/ noun a special line 
in a bar code that shows either the start or 
the finish of the code O The standard guide 
bars are two thin lines that are a little 
longer than the coding lines. 


gulp /galp/ noun a group of words, usu- 

ally two bytes. ù byte, nybble 

gun /gan/ noun same as electron gun 
COMMENT: Black and white monitors have a 
single beam gun, while colour monitors con- 
tain three, one for each primary colour (red, 
green and blue) used. 

gutter /'gata/ noun (in a DTP system) a 

blank space or inner margin between two 

facing pages 


H 


H abbr hex 
H.323, H.324 noun standards that define 
how a video conferencing call is set up and 
managed over a communications link 
hack /hzk/ verb 1. to experiment and ex- 
plore computer software and hardware 2. 
to break into a computer system for crimi- 
nal purposes 
hacker /'hækə/ noun a person who 
hacks 
‘The two were also charged with offences under the 
Computer Misuse Act and found guilty of the very 
actions upon which every hacker is intent.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
hairline rule /'heə,larn ru:l/ noun (in a 
DTP system) a very thin line 
half adder /ha:f 'ædə/ noun a binary 
addition circuit which can produce the 
sum of two inputs and a carry output if 
necessary, but will not accept a carry input 
half card /,ha:f 'ka:d/ noun an expan- 
sion card that is half full length 
half duplex /ha:f 'dju:pleks/ noun full 
form of HD 
half-duplex modem /,ha:f ,dju:pleks 
‘moudem/ noun a modem which works in 
one mode at a time, either transmitting or 
receiving O Some modems can operate in 
half-duplex mode if required. 
half-height drive /,ha:f hart 'drarv/ 
noun a disk drive whose front is half the 
height of a standard drive. Half-height 


drives, usually 5.25 inches, are now the 
norm on PCs. 

half-intensity /ha:f ın'tensıti/ adjec- 
tive referring to a character or graphics 
display at half the usual display brightness 
halftone /,ha:f'taun/ noun a photo- 
graph or image that originally had contin- 
uous tones, displayed or printed by a com- 
puter using groups of dots to represent the 
tones 

half word /,ha:f 'w3:d/ nouna sequence 
of bits occupying half a standard computer 
word, but which can be accessed as a sin- 
gle unit 

hall effect /ho:1 1'fekt/ noun a descrip- 
tion of the effect of a magnetic field on 
electron flow 

hall effect switch /,ho:1 1,fekt 'switf/ 
noun a solid state electronic switch operat- 
ed by a magnetic field 

halt /ho:lt/ noun a computer instruction 
to stop a CPU carrying out any further in- 
structions until restarted, or until the pro- 
gram is restarted, usually by external 
means, e.g. a reset button 

halt condition /ho:lt kon'dif(s)n/ 
noun the operating state reached when a 
CPU comes across a fault or faulty instruc- 
tion or halt instruction in the program that 
is being run 

halt instruction /ho:lt m'strakJon/ 
noun a program instruction that causes a 
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CPU to halt, suspending operations, usual- 
ly until it is reset 

Hamming code /‘hemin koud/ nouna 
coding system that uses check bits and 
checksums to detect and correct errors in 
transmitted data, mainly used in teletext 
systems 


Hamming distance /hemin 
,distons/ noun the number of digits that 
are different in two equal length words 


hand-held computer /,hend held 
kom'pju:to/, hand-held programmable 
/hend held 'prougræməb(ə)l/ noun a 
very small computer which can be held in 
the hand, useful for basic information in- 
put, when a terminal is not available 


hand-held scanner /hænd held 
'skænə/ noun a device that is held in your 
hand and contains a row of photo-electric 
cells which, when moved over an image, 
convert it into data which can be manipu- 
lated by a computer 


H & J /,ertJ and 'd3e1/ noun the process 
of justifying lines to a set width, splitting 
the long words correctly at the end of each 
line. Full form hyphenation and justifi- 
cation 

handle /‘hend(o)I/ noun 1. (in program- 
ming) number used to identify an active 
file within the program that is accessing 
the file 2. (in a GUN a small square dis- 
played that can be dragged to change the 
shape of a window or graphical object O 
To stretch the box in the DTP program, se- 
lect it once to display the handles then 
drag one handle to change its shape. 
handler /‘hendlo/ noun a part of an op- 
erating system software or a special soft- 
ware routine which controls a device or 
function O The scanner handler routines 
are supplied on disk. ù driver 
handshake /'hæn(d),ferk/, hand- 
shaking noun a set of standardised sig- 
nals between two devices to make sure that 
the system is working correctly, the equip- 
ment is compatible and data transfer is 
correct (NOTE: Signals would include 
ready to receive, ready to transmit and 
data OK.) 

handshake I/O control / hæn(d)ferk 
ar 'əu kon,traul/ noun the use of hand- 
shake signals meaning ready-to-send and 
ready-to-receive, that allow a computer to 
communicate with a slower peripheral 
hands off /,hendz 'pf/ noun referring 
to a working system in which the operator 


does not control the operation, which is 
automatic 

hands on /,hendz 'pn/ adjective refer- 
ring to a working system in which the op- 
erator controls the operations by keying 
instructions on the keyboard O The sales 
representatives have received hands-on 
experience of the new computer. 
handwriting recognition 
/‘hendraitiy ,jrekognif(9)n/ noun soft- 
ware that is capable of recognising hand- 
written text and converting it into ASCII 
characters O The new PDA has excellent 
handwriting recognition. 

hang /hæy/ verb to enter an endless loop 
and not respond to further instruction 
(NOTE: hung) 

hangover /‘henouve/ noun a sudden 
tone change on a document that is trans- 
mitted over a fax machine as a gradual 
change, caused by equipment faults 
hangup /‘henap/ noun a sudden stop of 
a working program, often caused by the 
CPU executing an illegal instruction or en- 
tering an endless loop 

hard /ha:d/ adjective referring to parts of 
a computer system that cannot be pro- 
grammed or altered 

hard card /,ha:d 'ka:d/ noun a board 
containing a hard disk drive and the re- 
quired interfacing electronics, which can 
be slotted into a system’s expansion con- 
nector 

hard copy /ha:d 'kopi/ noun a printed 
document or copy of information con- 
tained in a computer or system, in a form 
that is readable. Also called soft copy 
hard copy interface /,ha:d 'kopi 
\Intofeis/ noun a serial or parallel inter- 
face used to transmit data between a com- 
puter and a printer 

hard disk /ha:d 'disk/ noun a rigid 
magnetic disk that is able to store many 
times more data than a floppy disk, and 
usually cannot be removed from the disk 
drive 

hard disk drive /,ha:d ‘disk ,drarv/ 
noun a unit used to store and retrieve data 
from a spinning hard disk on the com- 
mands of a computer. Abbr HDD. Also 
called hard drive 

hard drive /‘ha:d dratv/ noun same as 
hard disk drive 

hard error /ha:d 'era/ noun an error 
which is permanent in a system 

hard failure /ha:d 'fetlja/ noun a fault 
in hardware that must be mended before a 


hard reset 
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device will function correctly O The hard 
failure was due to a burnt-out chip. 


hard reset /ha:d ,ri:'set/ noun a switch 
that generates an electrical signal to reset 
the CPU and all devices, equivalent to 
turning a computer off and back on again 


hard return /ha:d rr'ta:n/ noun a code 
in a word-processing document that indi- 
cates the end of a paragraph or its charac- 
teristics 


hardware /"ha:d,wea/ noun the physi- 
cal units, components, integrated circuits, 
disks and mechanisms that make up a 
computer or its peripherals 
‘Seugent’s Platform division will focus on hardware 
and software manufacture, procurement and market- 
ing, with the Enterprise division concentrating on 
services and client-server implementation.’ [Com- 
puting] 
hardware compatibility /,ha:dweə 
kom,peta'biliti/ noun architecture of 
two different computers that allows one to 
run the programs of the other without 
changing any device drivers or memory lo- 
cations, or the ability of one to use the add- 
on boards of the other 


hardware configuration /,ha:dwes 
kon,figjo're1f(a)n/ noun a way in which 
the hardware of a computer system is con- 
nected together 


hardware dependent /,ha:dwes dı 
‘pendont/ adjective which will only work 
with a particular model or brand of hard- 
ware O The communications software is 
hardware dependent and will only work 
with Hayes-compatible modems. 


hardware failure /‘ha:dwes_,ferljo/ 
noun a fault with a hardware device or 
hardware that has stopped working proper- 
ly 

hardware graphics cursor 
/ ha:dwes 'grefiks ,k3:sa/ noun an elec- 
tronic component that is used to calculate 
the position on screen of a pointer, accord- 
ing to the movement of a mouse, and dis- 
play the pointer 

hardware interrupt /'ha:dweə 
Intorapt/ noun an interrupt signal gener- 
ated by a piece of hardware rather than by 
software 


hardware platform /'ha:dweə 
\pleetfo:m/ noun the standard of a partic- 
ular computer such as IBM PC or Apple 
Mac 

hardware reliability /,ha:dwes r1,laro 
‘piliti/ noun the ability of a piece of hard- 


ware to function normally over a period of 
time 
hardware reset /,ha:dweo 'ri:set/ 
noun a switch that generates an electrical 
signal to reset the CPU and all devices, 
equivalent to turning a computer off and 
back on again 
hardware security /,ha:dwea sı 
‘kjuoriti/ noun the use of hardware such 
as keys or cards to make a system secure 
hardwired connection /,ha:dwatod 
ko'nekf(a)n/ noun a permanent phone 
line connection, rather than a plug and 
socket 
hardwired logic /,ha:dwatod 'Ind31k/ 
noun a logical function or software pro- 
gram built using electronic hardware, us- 
ing electronic devices such as logic com- 
ponents, rather than written in software 
hardwired program /,ha:dwatod 
‘prougrem/ noun a computer program 
built into the hardware, and unable to be 
changed 
harmonics /ha:'moniks/ noun the inte- 
ger multiple of a given sound frequency 
hartley /‘ha:tli/ noun a unit of informa- 
tion equal to 3.32 bits, or the probability of 
one state out of ten equally probable states 
hash /heJ/ noun same as hashmark m 
verb to produce a unique number derived 
from the entry itself, for each entry in a da- 
tabase 
hash code /,hz/ 'kəud/ noun a coding 
system derived from the ASCII codes, in 
which the code numbers for the first three 
letters are added up, giving a new number 
used as a hash code 
hash-code system /'hef koud 
,Sistom/ noun a coding system using hash 
codes 
hash index /hæf 'tndeks/ noun a list of 
entries according to their hashed numbers 
hashing function /hefin 'fankJon/ 
noun an algorithm used to produce a hash 
code for an entry and ensure that it is dif- 
ferent from every other entry 
hashmark /‘hefma:k/, hash mark 
/['hæf mark/ noun a printed sign ( # ) used 
as a hard copy marker or as an indicator. 
Also called hash 
COMMENT: The US term is pound sign. In US 
usage # means number; #32 = number 32 
(e.g. apartment number in a postal address, 
paragraph number in a text). 
hash table /hæf 'terb(a)I/ noun a list of 
all entries in a file with their hashed key 
address 
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hash total /hæf 'tout(9)l/ noun a total 
of a number of hashed entries, used for er- 
ror detection 

hash value /hef 'vælju:/ noun a 
number arrived at after a key is hashed 
Hayes AT command set /,he1z e1 ti: 
ko'marnd set/ noun a set of commands to 
control a modem prefixed with the letters 
AT 

Hayes-compatible /heiz kom 
‘peetib(a)l/ adjective referring to a mo- 
dem that is compatible with the Hayes AT 
command set 

Hayes Corporation /heiz 
ikorparerf(a)n/ a modem manufacturer 
that developed standard control language 
for modems 

hazard /‘hezod/ noun a fault in hard- 
ware due to incorrect signal timing 
hazard-free implementation 
/ heezod fri: ;mplimen'terf(a)n/ noun a 
logical function design that has taken into 
account any hazards that could occur, and 
solved them 

haze /he1z/ noun same as fogging 

HCI abbr host controller interface 

HD /,e1tf 'di:/ noun data transmission in 
one direction only, over a bidirectional 
channel. Full form half duplex 

HDD abbr hard disk drive 

HDLC abbr high-level data link control 
HDTV abbr high definition television 
HDX abbr half duplex 

head /hed/ noun 1. data that indicates the 
start address of a list of items stored in 
memory 2. a top edge of a book or of a 
page 3. the start of a reel of recording tape 
4. the top part of a device, network or body 
E verb to be the first item of data in a list 
O The queue was headed by my file. 
head alignment /hed 9'lammont/ 
noun 1. the correct position of a tape or 
disk head in relation to the magnetic sur- 
face, to give the best performance and cor- 
rect track location 2. the location of the 
read head in the same position as the write 
head was, in relation to the magnetic me- 
dium 

head cleaning disk /‘hed ,kli:nin 
disk/ noun a special disk which is used to 
clean the disk read/write heads 

head crash /‘hed kræf/ noun a compo- 
nent failure in a disk drive, in which the 
head is allowed to hit the surface of the 
spinning disk, causing disk surface dam- 
age and data corruption 


head demagnetiser /'hed di: 
;meegnotaiza/ noun a device used to re- 
move any stray magnetic effects that might 
have built up on the tape head 

head end /‘hed end/ noun interconnec- 
tion equipment between an antenna and a 
cable television network 

header /'hedə/ noun 1. (in a local area 
network) a packet of data that is sent be- 
fore a transmission to provide information 
on destination and routing 2. information 
at the beginning of a list of data relating to 
the rest of the data 3. a section of words at 
the top of a page of a document, giving e.g. 
the title, author’s name or page number. 
Also called heading. ù footer 

header block /'hedə blok/ noun a 
block of data at the beginning of a file con- 
taining data about file characteristics 
header card /‘hedo ka:d/ noun a 
punched card containing information 
about the rest of the cards in the set 
header label /‘heds lerb(a)I/ noun a 
section of data at the beginning of a mag- 
netic tape, that contains identification, for- 
mat and control information 

head gap /'hed gzp/ noun same as air 
gap 

heading /‘hedi/ noun 1. the title or 
name of a document or file 2. a header or 
section of words at the top of each page of 
a document. Also called headline 
headlife /‘hedlarf/ noun the length of 
time that a video or tape head can work be- 
fore being serviced or replaced 
headline /‘hedlatn/ noun same as head- 
ing 

head of form /,hed ov 'fo:m/ noun the 
first line on a form or sheet of paper that 
can be printed on 

head park /‘hed pa:k/ noun the process 
of moving the read/write head in a hard 
disk drive to a safe position, not over the 
disk, so that if the unit is knocked or jarred 
the head will not damage the disk surface 
head positioning /hed po'z1f(a)ntn/ 
noun the process of moving the read/write 
head to the correct track on a disk 

head wheel /‘hed wi:l/ noun a wheel 
that keeps video tape in contact with the 
head 

heap /hi:p/ noun 1. a temporary data 
storage area that allows random access. 
Compare stack 2. a binary tree 
heat-sensitive paper /,hi:t sensitiv 
‘perpo/ noun » electrostatic printer 


heat-sink 
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heat-sink /hi:t smk/ noun a metal de- 
vice used to conduct heat away from an 
electronic component to prevent damage 
helical scan /,helik(9)l 'skaen/ noun a 
method of storing data on magnetic tape in 
which the write head stores data in diago- 
nal strips rather than parallel with the tape 
edge so using the tape area more efficient- 
ly and allowing more data to be recorded. 
It is used most often in video tape record- 
ers. 

help /help/ noun a function in a program 
or system that provides useful information 
about the program in use O Hit the HELP 
key if you want information about what to 
do next. 


COMMENT: Most software applications for IBM 
PCs have standardised the use of the F1 
function key to display help text explaining 
how something can be done. 


help desk /‘help desk/ noun a service 
that provides technical help and support 
for people using a computer package or 
network 
helper application /"helpa 
eplikerf(a)n/ noun software which 
works with a web browser to increase the 
functionality of the browser O To view 
Adobe Acrobat pages in your web browser 
you will need to get the Adobe helper ap- 
plication. 
help key /‘help ki:/ noun a key that dis- 
plays help information, on an Apple Mac a 
special key, on an IBM PC the F1 function 
key 
help screen /‘help skri:n/ noun a dis- 
play of information about a program or 
function 
hertz /hs:ts/ noun an SI unit of frequen- 
cy, defined as the number of cycles per 
second of time. Abbr Hz 
COMMENT: Hertz rate is the frequency at which 
mains electricity is supplied to the consumer. 
The hertz rate in the USA and Canada is 60; 
in Europe it is 50. 
heterogeneous multiplexing 
/,hetoraud3i:niss 'malti,pleksin/ noun 
a communications multiplexing system 
that can deal with channels with different 
transmission rates and protocols 
heterogeneous network 
/hetoraud3iiniss 'netwsik/ noun a 
computer network joining computers of 
many different types and makes 
heuristic /hjus'ristrk/ adjective which 
learns from past experiences O A heuristic 
program learns from its previous actions 
and decisions. 


Hewlett Packard /,hewlot 'pæka:d/ 
manufacturer of computers, test equip- 
ment and printers. Abbr HP 

Hewlett Packard Graphics Lan- 
guage /hewlot ,peka:d 'græfıks 
jlangwid3/ a standard set of commands 
used to describe graphics. Abbr HPGL 
Hewlett Packard Interface Bus 
/,hewlot ,peeka:d 'intofets bas/ a stand- 
ard method of interfacing peripheral de- 
vices or test equipment and computers. 
Abbr HPIB 

Hewlett Packard LaserJet /,hewlot 
\pekard 'le1zad3et/a trade name for a la- 
ser printer manufactured by Hewlett Pack- 
ard that uses its PCL language to describe 
a page. Also called LaserJet 

Hewlett Packard Printer Control 
Language /,hewlot ,peka:d ,printo 
kon'troul ,lengwid3/ a standard set of 
commands developed by Hewlett Packard 
to allow a software application to control a 
laser printer’s functions. Abbr HP-PCL 
hex /hekso,desim(a)l noau'terf(a)n/, 
hexadecimal notation noun a number 
system using base 16 and the digits 0-9 
and A-F. Abbr H 

hex dump /‘heks damp/ noun the dis- 
play of a section of memory in hexadeci- 
mal form 

hex keypad /heks 'ki:,pzed/ noun a 
keypad with 16 keys, 0-9 and A-F, for all 
the hexadecimal digits 

HFS /,e1tf ef 'es/ noun (in an Apple Mac 
system) a method used to store and organ- 
ise files on a disk. Full form hierarchical 
filing system 

hidden files /‘hid(o)n failz/ plural 
noun important system files which are not 
displayed in a directory listing and cannot 
normally be read by a user O Jt allows us- 
ers to backup or restore hidden files inde- 
pendently. 

hidden line algorithm /,hid(o)n ların 
'eelgor1d(9)m/ noun a mathematical for- 
mula that removes hidden lines from a 
two-dimensional computer image of a 3-D 
object 

hidden line removal /,hid(s)n ‘lain rr 
“murvol/ noun the erasure of lines which 
should not be visible when looking at a 
two-dimensional image of a three-dimen- 
sional object 

hidden lines /‘hid(s)n lamz/ plural 
noun lines which make up a three-dimen- 
sional object, but are obscured when dis- 
played as a two-dimensional image 
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hierarchical /haro'ra:kık(ə)l/ adjective 
referring to a way of organising data or ob- 
jects or structures with the most important 
or highest priority item at the top, then 
working down a tree structure 
hierarchical communications sys- 
tem / harəra:kık(ə)l ko,mjuini 
‘kerf(a)nz ,ststom/ noun a network in 
which each branch has a number of sepa- 
rate minor branches dividing from it 
hierarchical computer network 
/ harsrarkrk(a)l_ kəm'pju:tə jnetwark/ 
noun a method of allocating control and 
processing functions in a network to the 
computers which are most suited to the 
task 

hierarchical database 
/ harəra:kık(ə)l 'dertəbers/ noun a data- 
base in which records can be related to 
each other in a defined structure 
hierarchical directory 
/ hatorarkik(9)l dar'rekt(a)ri/ noun a di- 
rectory listing of files on a disk, showing 
the main directory and its files, branches 
and any sub-directories 

hierarchical filing system 
/ harsrarkrk(a)l 'farlıy ,sistom/ noun 
full form of HFS 

hierarchical routing /,harəra:kık(ə)l 
‘ru:tip/ noun a method of directing net- 
work traffic over a complex network by 
breaking down the structure of the net- 
work into separate levels, each level being 
responsible for directing traffic within its 
area O The Internet has a three-level hier- 
archical routing system in which the back- 
bones can direct traffic from one Mid-level 
to another, the mid-levels can direct traffic 
from one server site to another and each 
server site can direct traffic internally. 
hierarchical vector quantisation 
/ harəra:kık(ə)l 'vektə 
ikwontaizerf(9)n/ noun full form of 
HVQ 

hierarchy /'harəra:ki/ noun a way in 
which objects or data or structures are or- 
ganised, usually with the most important 
or highest priority or most general item at 
the top, then working down a tree structure 
high definition television /,har 
,defiınıf(o)n 'telr,vı3(ə)n/ noun a broad- 
cast television standard that displays imag- 
es at a different aspect ratio and with much 
better definition than existing television 
sets. Abbr HDTV (NOTE: There are six 
standards: all display 16:9 aspect ratio 
images, three support a resolution of 


1920x1080 
1280x720.) 


high density storage /,har ,dens1 
'storrid3ti/ noun a very large number of 
bits stored per area of storage medium 


high-end /‘har end/ adjective referring 
to expensive or high-performance devices 


high fidelity /har ft'delati/ noun very 
good quality sound, usually stereo sound 
recorded in 16 bits at a sample rate of 44.1 
KHz 


high-level data link control /har 
jlev(a)l ,detto Imk kon'traul/ noun an 
ISO standard that provides a link-layer 
protocol and defines how data is formatted 
before being transmitted over a synchro- 
nous network. Abbr HLDLC 


high-level data link control station 
/har lev(o)l ,derta lik kon'traul 
,Ste1f(a)n/ noun equipment and programs 
which correctly receive and transmit 
standard HLDLC data frames 


high-level language /har '‘lev(s)l/, 
high-level programming language 
noun a computer programming language 
which is easy to learn and allows the user 
to write programs using words and com- 
mands that are easy to understand and look 
like English words. Abbr HLL (NOTE: The 
program is then translated into machine 
code, with one HLL instruction often rep- 
resenting more than one machine code 
instruction.) 


highlight /‘hatlart/ noun a character or 
set of symbols treated so as to stand out 
from the rest of the text, often by using 
bold type m verb to make part of the text 
stand out from the rest O The headings are 
highlighted in bold. 


highlight bar /‘har,latt ba:/ noun (in a 
display) a line that can be moved up and 
down by a user that indicates which option 
is selected from a menu or list of options O 
Move the highlight bar down to the third 
menu option and press Return. 

high memory /har 'mem(a)ri/ noun (in 
an IBM PC) a memory area between 640 
Kb and 1 Mb 

high memory area /,har 'mem(a)ri 
,eoria/ noun (in an IBM PC) the first 64 
Kb of extended memory above 1 Mb that 
can be used by MS-DOS programs. Abbr 
HMA 


high order /haı 'o:da/ noun a digit with 
the greatest weighting within a number 


pixels, three support 


high performance filing system 
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high performance filing system 
/ har po,formons 'farlıy ,sistom/ noun 
full form of HPFS 

high priority program /,hai prar 
priti 'praugrem/ noun a program that is 
important or urgent and is processed be- 
fore others 

high-resolution /har ,reza'lu:J(9)n/, 
high-res noun the ability to display or de- 
tect a very large number of pixels per unit 
area. Also called hi-res 

high resolution graphics /,har 
rezolu: f(ə)n 'greefiks/ noun full form of 
HRG 

High Sierra /,hat si'era/ noun an early 
CD-ROM standard that then became the 
ISO 9660 standard (NOTE: It was named 
after an area near Lake Tahoe, USA.) 
high-spec /haı spek/ plural noun hav- 
ing a high specification O High-spec ca- 
bling needs to be very carefully handled. 
high specification /hai spesrf1 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun a high degree of accuracy 
or a large number of features 
high-speed /'haı spi:d/ adjective 
which operates faster than normal data 
transmission or processing 

high-speed carry /,har spi:d 'keri/ 
noun a single operation in which a carry 
into an adder results in a carry out 
high-speed serial interface /har 
spi:d ,storial 'Intofers/ noun full form of 
HSSI 

high-speed skip /,har spi:d 'sk1p/ 
nouna rapid movement of paper in a print- 
er, ignoring the normal line advance 
high-tech /har 'tek/ adjective techno- 
logically advanced 

highway /‘hatwe1/ noun same as bus 
hill climbing /hıl 'klaımıy/ noun a 
method of achieving a goal in an IKBS 
hi-res /hat re1z/ noun same as high-res- 
olution 

histogram /‘histagrzem/ noun a graph 
on which values are represented as vertical 
or horizontal bars 

history /‘hist(9)ri/ noun a feature of 
some applications that keeps a log of the 
actions a user has carried out, the places 
within a hypertext document visited or the 
sites on the Internet explored 

hit /hit/ noun a successful match or 
search of a database O There was a hit af- 
ter just a few seconds. o hit on the line a 
short period of noise on a communications 
line, causing data corruption W verb to 














press a key O To save the text, hit ESCAPE 
S. (NOTE: hitting — hit) 

hit point /‘hit pomnt/ noun an important 
action or piece of information displayed in 
a presentation 

HLDLC abbr high-level data link control 
HLL abbr high-level language 

HLS abbr hue, lightness, saturation 
HMA abbr high memory area 

HMI abbr human-machine interface 
HOF abbr head of form 

hold /hauld/ noun synchronisation tim- 
ing pulse for a television time base signal 
E verb to retain or keep a value or commu- 
nications line or section of memory (NOTE: 
held) 


COMMENT: The hold feature keeps the picture 
steady and central on the screen. Some tele- 
visions have horizontal and vertical hold con- 
trols to allow the picture to be moved and set 
up according to various conditions. 


holding loop /‘havldin lu:p/ noun a 
section of program that loops until it is 
broken by some action, most often used 
when waiting for a response from the key- 
board or a device 

holding time /‘hauldin taım/ noun the 
time spent by a communications circuit on 
call 

holdup /‘holdap/ noun 1. a time period 
over which power will be supplied by a 
UPS 2. a pause in a program or device due 
to a malfunction 

hologram /‘hols,grem/ noun an imagi- 
nary three-dimensional image produced 
by the interference pattern when a part of a 
coherent light source, e.g. a laser, is re- 
flected from an object and mixed with the 
main beam 

holographic image /,hvlogreftk 
'ımıd3/ noun a hologram of a three-di- 
mensional object 

holographic storage /,hvlogreftk 
'storrid3/ noun storage of data as a holo- 
graphic image which is then read by a 
bank of photocells and a laser (NOTE: This 
is a storage medium with massive stor- 
age potential.) 

home /haum/ noun a starting point or the 
initial point 

home banking /houm 'benkin/ noun 
a method of examining and carrying out 
bank transactions in the user’s home via a 
terminal and modem 

home computer /houm kom'pju:to/ 
noun a microcomputer designed for home 
use, whose applications might include 
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teaching, games, personal finance and 
word-processing 

home key /‘haum ki:/ noun a key on an 
IBM PC keyboard that moves the cursor to 
the beginning of a line of text 

home page /‘houm peid3/ noun the 
opening page of a website O The home 
page is formatted using HTML and stored 
in a file called index.html. 

home record /haum 'reko:d/ noun the 
first or initial data record in a file 
homogeneous computer network 
/ haumaud3iiniss kom'pju:to 
wnetws:k/ noun a network made up of 
similar machines that are compatible or 
from the same manufacturer 
homogeneous multiplexing 
/ həuməudzi:niəs 'malti,plekstn/ noun 
a switching multiplexer system in which 
all the channels contain data using the 
same protocol and transmission rate 
hood /hud/ noun a cover which protects 
something 

hook /huk/ noun a point in a program at 
which a programmer can insert test code 
or debugging code 

hop /hvp/ noun the path taken by a pack- 
et of data as it moves from one server or 
router to another 

hop count /'hop kaunt/ noun the 
number of hops required to send informa- 
tion from one computer to another over the 
Internet 

hopper /'hopə/ noun a device which 
holds punched cards and feeds them into 
the reader 

horizontal axis /,horizont(9)! 'eksis/ 
noun a reference line used for horizontal 
coordinates on a graph 

horizontal blanking period 
/horizont(a)l 'blenkim ,proriod/ noun 
the time taken for the picture beam in a 
monitor to return to the start of the next 
line from the end of the previous line 
horizontal check  /,horizont(s)l 
'tfek/ noun an error detection method for 
transmitted data 

horizontal scan frequency 
/horizont(a)l 'skeen ,frizkwonsi/ noun 
the number of lines on a video display that 
are refreshed each second 

horizontal scrollbar / horızont(o)l 
'‘skraulba:/ noun (in a GUI) a bar along 
the bottom of a window that indicates that 
the page is wider than the window (NOTE: 
A user can move horizontally across the 


page by dragging the indicator bar on the 
scrollbar.) 
horizontal scrolling /,hvrizont(o)l 
'skroulin/ noun the process of moving 
across a page, horizontally 
horizontal wraparound 
/,horizpnt(a)l 'ræpə,raund/ noun the 
movement of a cursor on a computer dis- 
play from the end of one line to the begin- 
ning of the next 
host /haust/ noun, adjective to provide 
storage space on a server computer where 
a user can store files or data, often used to 
store the files required for a website O We 
chose this company to host our website be- 
cause it has reliable server computers and 
high-speed connection to the Internet. 
*,..you select fonts manually or through commands 
sent from the host computer along with the text’ 
[Byte] 
host adapter /houst ə'dæptə/ noun an 
adapter which connects to a host computer 
O The cable to connect the scanner to the 
host adapter is included. 
host address /'houst ə,dres/ noun 
same as Internet address 
host computer /houst kom'pju:to/ 
noun 1. the main controlling computer in 
a multi-user or distributed system 2. a 
computer used to write and debug soft- 
ware for another computer, often using a 
cross compiler 3. a computer in a network 
that provides special services or program- 
ming languages to all users 
“,..you select fonts manually or through commands 
sent from the host computer along with the text’ 
[Byte] 
hosting service provider /‘houstin 
\S3IVIS pra,vaide/ noun same as host 
service 
host name /‘houst ,nerm/ noun a name 
given to a website on the Internet 
host number /‘houst ,nambə/ noun 
same as Internet address 
host service /‘houst ,s3:vis/ noun a 
company that provides connections to the 
Internet and storage space on its comput- 
ers which can store the files for a user’s 
website O We rent storage space on this 
host service provider’s server for our com- 
pany website. ù ISP. Also called hosting 
service provider 
hot chassis /hvt 'fæsi/ noun a metal 
framework or case around a computer that 
is connected to a voltage supply rather 
than being earthed 
hot fix /,hvt 'fıks/ noun the process of 
detecting and repairing a fault, usually a 


hot key 
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corrupt sector on a hard disk, without af- 
fecting normal operations 

hot key /‘hot ki:/ noun a special key or 
key combination which starts a process or 
activates a program 

hot link /,hot 'lıyk/ noun a command 
within a hypertext program that links a 
hotspot or hotword on one page with a sec- 
ond destination page which is displayed if 
the user selects the hotspot 

hot plugging ‘hot ,plagin/ noun a fea- 
ture of a computer that allows a device or 
peripheral to be plugged in or connected 
while the computer is working O This 
server support hot plugging so I can plug 
in this network card and the operating sys- 
tem software will automatically detect and 
alter its configuration. Also called hot 
swapping 

hotspot /‘hvtspvt/ noun a special area 
on an image or display that does some- 
thing when the cursor is moved onto it O 
The image of the trumpet is a hotspot and 
will play a sound when you move the 
pointer over it. 

hot standby /hot 'stændbar/ noun a 
piece of hardware that is kept operational 
at all times and is used as backup in case of 
system failure. Compare cold standby, 
warm standby 

hot swapping /'hot ,swopiy/ noun 
same as hot plugging 

hotword /‘hvtw3:d/ noun a word within 
displayed text that does something when 
the cursor is moved onto it or it is selected 
hot zone /‘hvt zaun/ noun a text area to 
the left of the right margin in a word-proc- 
essed document where, if a word does not 
fit completely into the line, a hyphen is au- 
tomatically inserted 

housekeeping /‘haus,ki:prn/ noun 
tasks that have to be regularly carried out 
to maintain a computer system, e.g. check- 
ing backups and deleting unwanted files 
housekeeping routine /‘hauski:pin 
ru:,ti:n/ noun a set of instructions execut- 
ed once, at the start of a new program, to 
carry out system actions such as clear 
memory, configure function keys or 
change screen display mode 

housing /‘hauzin/ noun a solid case O 
The computer housing was damaged when 
it fell on the floor. 

howler /‘havla/ noun a buzzer which in- 
dicates to a telephone exchange operator 
that a user’s telephone handset is not on 
the receiver 


HP abbr Hewlett Packard 

HPFS /,ertJ pi: ef 'es/ noun (in an OS/2 
operating system) a method of storing file 
information that is faster and more flexible 
than MS-DOS FAT. Full form high per- 
formance filing system 

HPGL abbr Hewlett Packard Graphics 
Language 

HPIB abbr Hewlett Packard Interface Bus 
HP-PCL abbr Hewlett Packard Printer 
Control Language 

HRG /,ertf a: 'dgi:/ noun the ability to 
display a large number of pixels per unit 
area. Full form high resolution graph- 
ics 

HSB abbr hue, saturation and brightness 
HSI abbr hue, saturation and intensity 
HSSI /,e1tf es es 'at/ noun a serial link 
that can transfer data at data rates up to 52 
Mbits/second, used in some wide area net- 
work systems. Full form high-speed se- 
rial interface. ù USB 

HSV abbr hue, saturation and value 
HTML /,ertf ti: em 'el/ noun a series of 
special codes that define the typeface and 
style that should be used when displaying 
the text and also allow hypertext links to 
other parts of the document or to other 
documents O HTML is used to create doc- 
uments for the World Wide Web. Full form 
hypertext markup language 

HTTP /ertf ti: ti: 'pi:/ noun a series of 
commands used by a browser to ask an In- 
ternet web server for information about a 
webpage. Full form hypertext transfer 
protocol 

HTTPd /,ert J ti: ti: pi: 'di:/ noun a serv- 
er software that carries sends webpage 
files to a client in response to a request 
from a user’s web browser O When you 
type a website address into your web 
browser, this sends a request to the HTTPd 
server software that replies with the 
HTML code of a formatted webpage. Full 
form hypertext transfer protocol dae- 
mon 

hub /hab/ noun 1. the central part of a 
disk, usually with a hole and ring which 
the disk drive grips to spin the disk 2. (ina 
star-topology network) the central ring or 
wiring cabinet where all circuits meet and 
form an electrical path for signals 

hue /hju:/ noun the colour of an image or 
pixel 

hue, saturation and intensity /,hju: 
seetforerf(9)n ond im'tensiti/ noun a 
method of defining a colour through its 
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three properties. Abbr HSI. Also called 
hue, saturation and brightness, hue 
saturation and level (NOTE: Hue is col- 
our defined by its the wavelength; satura- 
tion refers to the purity of the colour 
(where at zero saturation the colour ap- 
pears white and full saturation is pure 
colour); and intensity, brightness and lev- 
el refer to the amount of white.) 


hue, saturation and value /,hju: 
setforeif(a)n ond 'veelju:/ noun same 
as hue, saturation and intensity. abbr 
HSV 

Huffman code /‘hafman kaud/ noun a 
data compression code in which frequent 
characters occupy less bit space than less 
frequent ones 


human-computer interface noun 
abbr HMI 


hung » hang 


hunting /‘hantrn/ noun the process of 
searching out a data record in a file 

HVQ /,ertS vi: 'kju:/ noun a video com- 
pression standard which allows colour vid- 
eo images to be transmitted in a bandwidth 
of 112 Kbps. Full form hierarchical vec- 
tor quantisation 

hybrid circuit /hatbrid 'sa:kit/ noun 
the connection of a number of different 
electronic components such as integrated 
circuits, transistors, resistors and capaci- 
tors in a small package, which since the 
components are not contained in their own 
protective packages, requires far less space 
than the individual discrete components 


hybrid computer /,harbrid kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a combination of analog 
and digital circuits in a computer system to 
achieve a particular goal 

hybrid interface /,harbrid 'ıntəfers/ 
noun a one-off interface between a com- 
puter and a piece of analog equipment 
hybrid system /,harbrid 'sıstəm/ 
noun a combination of analog and digital 
computers and equipment to provide an 
optimal system for a particular task 
HyperCard /'harpoka:d/ a trade name 
for a database system controlled by Hyper- 
Talk programming language, used to pro- 
duce hypertext documents 

hyperlink /‘harpalink/ noun a word or 
image or button in a webpage or multime- 


dia title that moves the user to another 
page when clicked 


hypermedia /‘harpomi:dia/ noun a hy- 
pertext system that is capable of display- 
ing images and sound 

HyperTalk /‘hartpoto:k/a trade name for 
a programming language used to control a 
HyperCard database 


HyperTerminal = /‘harpa,ts:min(o)I/ 
noun a communications program that is 
included with Windows 95 and allows a 
user to call a remote computer via a mo- 
dem and transfer files 


hypertext /‘harpotekst/ noun 1. a mul- 
timedia system of organising information 
in which certain words in a document link 
to other documents and display the text 
when the word is selected O In this hyper- 
text page, click once on the word ‘compu- 
ter’ and it will tell you what a computer is. 
2. a way of linking one word or image on 
an Internet page to another page in which 
clicking on certain words or images moves 
the user directly to the relevant new page 


hypertext markup language 
/ harpotekst 'ma:kap ,langwid3/ noun 
full form of HTML 


hypertext transfer protocol 
/ harpotekst 'treensfs: ,prautokpl/ noun 
full form of HTTP 


hypertext transfer protocol dae- 
mon /haipotekst 'trænsfs: ,proutokol 
,dizmon/ noun full form of HTTPd 


hyphenated /‘harfanertid/ adjective 
written with a hyphen O The word ‘high- 
level’ is usually hyphenated. 


hyphenate justify = /,harfonert 
'd3astifai/ verb to break long words cor- 
rectly where they split at the ends of lines. 
Some programs will also automatically 
justify, so as to give a straight right margin. 
(NOTE: hyphenates — hyphenating — hy- 
phenated) 

hyphenation /,harfa'nerf(9)n/ noun 
the splitting of a word at the end of a line, 
when the word is too long to fit 
hyphenation and justification 
/harfa,naif(a)n ən ,dgastifi'kerf(o)n/ 
noun full form of H & J O An American 
hyphenation and justification program 
will not work with British English spell- 
ings. 

Hz abbr hertz 


13 /,a1 'Ori:/ noun a signal generated by the 
pits representing the smallest data word, 3 
bits long, from a CD-ROM, defined in Red 
Book as between 0.3 and 0.7 mV 

111 /,ar1'lev(a)n/ nouna signal generated 
by the pits representing the largest data 
word, 11 bits long, from a CD-ROM, de- 
fined in Red Book as greater than 0.6 mV 
1750 /,a1 ,sev(a)n far 'au/ noun a video 
processor chip developed by Intel and used 
to compress and decompress digital video 
sequences 

IAB /,ar et ‘bi:/ noun an independent 
committee that is responsible for the de- 
sign, engineering and management of the 
Internet. Full form Internet Activities 
Board 

IAM /,ar er 'em/ noun memory storage 
that has an access time between that of 
main memory and a disk based system. 
Full form intermediate access memory 
IANA abbr Internet Assigned Numbers 
Authority 

IAR /a er 'a:/ abbr instruction address 
register 

IAS /,a1 er 'es/ noun a high-speed main 
memory area in a computer system. Full 
form immediate access store 

l-beam /ar bi:m/ noun a cursor shaped 
like the letter ‘I’ used in a GUI to edit text 
or indicate text operations 

IBG abbr interblock gap 

IBM /,a1 bi: 'em/ the largest computer 
company in the world, which developed 
the first PC based on the Intel processor. 
Full form International Business Ma- 
chines 

IBM AT /,ar bi: em et 'ti:/ a trade name 
for a personal computer based on the Intel 
80286 16-bit processor and featured an 
ISA expansion bus 

IBM AT keyboard /,a1 bi: em e1 ,ti: 
'ki:bo:d/ a keyboard layout that features 
12 function keys in a row along the top of 


the keyboard, with a separate numeric key- 
pad 

IBM-compatible /,ar bi: em kom 
‘petib(a)l/ adjective referring to a per- 
sonal computer that has hardware and soft- 
ware compatible with the IBM PC regard- 
less of which Intel processor it uses (NOTE: 
IBM-compatible computers feature an 
ISA, EISA or MCA expansion bus.) 

IBM PC /,a1 bi: em pi: 'si:/ a trade name 
for a personal computer based on the Intel 
8088 8-bit processor 

IBM PC keyboard /,a1 bi: em pi: ‚si: 
'kitbord/ a keyboard layout that features 
10 function keys arranged to the left of the 
main keys, with no separate numeric key- 
pad 

IBM PS/2, IBM Personal System/2 a 
trade name for a range of personal com- 
puters based on the Intel 8086, 80286 and 
80386 processors that feature an MCA ex- 
pansion bus 

IBM XT / ai bi: em eks 'ti:/ a trade name 
for a personal computer based on the IBM 
PC but with an internal hard disk drive and 
featuring an ISA expansion bus 

IC abbr integrated circuit 

icand /'ıkænd/ noun same as multipli- 
cand 

ICMP /,ar ci: em 'pi:/ noun an extension 
to the Internet Protocol that provides error 
detection and control messages O The In- 
ternet command ‘ping’ uses ICMP to test 
if a named node is working correctly. Full 
form Internet control message proto- 
col. ù IP, PING 

icon /‘atkon/, ikon noun a graphic sym- 
bol or small picture displayed on screen, 
used in an interactive computer system to 
provide an easy way of identifying a func- 
tion O The icon for the graphics program 
is a small picture of a palette. 


‘Despite (or because of?) the swap file, loading was 
slow and the hourglass icon of the mouse pointer fre- 
quently returned to the arrow symbol well before 
loading was complete.’ [Computing] 
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icon resource /‘atkon r1,z9:s/ noun a 
file that contains the bitmap image of an 
icon, used by a programmer when writing 
an application 


ICQ a software program developed by Mi- 
rabilis that supports instant messaging and 
allows two or more users to send messages 
to each other via the Internet that are in- 
stantly displayed on the other person’s 
screen (NOTE: pronounced ‘l-seek-you’) 
ID abbr identification 

ID code /,ar'di: kaud/ noun a password 
or word that identifies a user so that he or 
she can access a system O After you wake 
up the system, you have to input your ID 
code then your password. 

IDE /,a1 di: 'i:/ noun a popular standard 
for a hard disk drive controller unit that al- 
lows data transfer rates up to 4.1MBps and 
can support two hard disk drives on each 
controller; enhanced versions of the IDE 
standard provide more flexibility and 
speed (also known as AT Attachment — 
ATA — interface) O IDE drives are fitted to 
most home PCs. Full form integrated 
drive electronics, intelligent device 
electronics. ù ATA, SCSI 
identification —_/ar,dentif1'ke1J(a)n/ 
noun a procedure used to establish the 
identity and nature of a computer or user. 
Abbr ID 

identification character /ar,dentif1 
‘kerf(a)n ,kærıktə/ noun a single charac- 
ter sent to a host computer to establish the 
identity and location of a remote computer 
or terminal 

identification division /at,dentift 
'kerf(ə)n di,v13(9)n/ noun a section of a 
COBOL program source code in which the 
identifiers and formats for data and varia- 
bles to be used within the program are de- 
clared 

identifier /ar'dentifata/ noun a set of 
characters used to distinguish between dif- 
ferent blocks of data or files. Abbr ID 
identifier word /ar'dentifata ws:d/ 
noun a word that is used as a block or file 
identifier 

identity burst /a1'dentiti ba:st/ noun a 
pattern of bits before the first block of data 
on a magnetic tape that identifies the tape 
format used 

identity gate /ar'dentiti get/, identity 
element /ar'dentiti ,elimont/ noun a 
logical gate that provides a single output 
that is true if the inputs are both the same 


identity number /ar'dentiti ,nambə/ 
noun a unique number, used usually with 
a password to identify a user when logging 
into a system O Don’t forget to log in your 
identity number. 

identity operation /ar,dentiti ,ppo 
'retf(9)n/ noun a logical function whose 
output is true only if all the operands are of 
the same value 

identity palette /ar'dentiti ,pzlot/ 
noun a 256-colour palette in which the 
first and last 10 colours are the system col- 
ours 

idle /'ard(ə)l/ adjective referring to a ma- 
chine, telephone line or device which is 
not being used, but is ready and waiting to 
be used 

idle character /,a1d(9)l 'kærıktə/ noun 
a symbol or code that means ‘do nothing’ 
idle time /‘atd(o)l tarm/ noun a period 
of time when a device is switched on but 
not doing anything 

IDP abbr integrated data processing 

IE abbr Internet Explorer 

IEC connector /,ar i: 'si: ko,nekto/ 
noun a standard for a three-pin connector 
used on sockets that carry mains electricity 
to the computer O All PCs have a male 
IEC connector and use a mains lead with 
a female IEC connector. 

IEE abbr Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers (UK) 

IEEE abbr Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers (US) 

IEEE-488 noun an interfacing standard 
as laid down by the IEEE, in which only 
data and handshaking signals are used, 
mainly used in laboratories to connect 
computers to measuring equipment 
IEEE-802.2 noun a standard defining 
data links used with 802.3, 802.4 and 
802.5 

IEEE-802.3 noun a standard defining an 
Ethernet network system, with CSMA/CD 
access using a bus-topology 

IEEE-802.4 noun a standard defining 
Token Bus 

IEEE-802.5 nouna standard defining the 
IBM Token-Ring network system, with 
access using a token passed around a ring 
network 

IEEE bus noun an interface that con- 
forms to IEEE standards 

IEN abbr Internet experiment note 

ier » multiplier 


IETF 
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IETF /,a1 i: ti: 'ef/ noun a committee that 
is part of the IAB and determines Internet 
standards. Full form Internet Engineer- 
ing Task Force. ò IAB 

IFF /,a1 ef 'ef/ noun 1. a standard for 
compressed files stored on a CD-i. Full 
form international file format 2. a stand- 
ard that defines how palette data is stored 
in an Amiga and some graphics programs. 
Full form interchange file format 

IF statement /1f 'stertmant/ noun a 
computer programming statement mean- 
ing do an action IF a condition is true, and 
usually followed by THEN 
IF-THEN-ELSE /1f ðen/ noun a high- 
level programming language statement, 
meaning IF something cannot be done, 
THEN do this or ELSE do that 

IGMP /,ar dzi: em 'pi:/ noun a standard 
that helps manage how data is transferred 
during an IP Multicast operation in which 
one server computer sends each packet of 
data to several destinations at the same 
time. Full form Internet group manage- 
ment protocol (NOTE: This is useful 
when broadcasting a lot of data to sever- 
al different recipients. The IGMP stand- 
ard is defined in RFC1112.) 

ignore character /tg'no: ,kertkto/ 
noun a null or fill character 

IGP /,a1 d3i: 'pi:/ noun a protocol that 
distributes information to gateways, i.e. 
routers, within a particular network. Full 
form interior gateway protocol 

IH abbr interrupt handler 

IIL abbr integrated injection logic 

IIS a piece of web server software devel- 
oped by Microsoft. Full form Internet in- 
formation server 

IKBS /,a1 ker bi: 'em/ noun software that 
applies the knowledge, advice and rules 
defined by an expert in a particular field to 
a user’s data to help solve a problem. Full 
form intelligent knowledge-based sys- 
tem. Also called expert system 

ikon /‘atkon/ noun another spelling of 
icon 

illegal /1'li:g(o)l/ adjective which is 
against the law 

illegal character /1,li:g(9)l 'kærrktə/ 
noun an invalid combination of bits in a 
computer word, according to preset rules 
illegal instruction § /:,li:g(o)l im 
'strakfən/ noun an instruction code not 
within the repertoire of a language 
illegal operation /1,li:g(0)l ,vpa 
'retf(9)n/ noun an instruction or process 


that does not follow the computer system’s 
protocol or language syntax 

Illuminant D65 /,1lu:mimont di: ,stksti 
‘farv/ noun a colour temperature of 
6,500°K 

IM abbr instant messaging 

IMA /,ar em 'er/ noun a professional or- 
ganisation that covers subjects including 
authoring languages, formats and intellec- 
tual property. Full form Interactive Multi- 
media Association 

iMac /,a1 'mzk/ a personal computer de- 
veloped by Apple Computer Corporation 
image /'ımıd3/ noun 1. an exact dupli- 
cate of an area of memory 2. a copy of an 
original picture or design 

image area /'1mid3 ,eəriə/ noun a re- 
gion of microfilm or display screen on 
which characters or designs can be dis- 
played 

image buffer /‘tmid3 ,bafo/ noun an 
area of memory that is used to build up an 
image before it is transferred to screen 
image compression /'ımıdz kom 
‚pref (©)n/ noun the process of compress- 
ing the data that forms an image 

image degradation /'tm1d3 
,degrodeif(a)n/ noun the loss of picture 
contrast and quality due to signal distor- 
tion or bad copying of a video signal 
image editing /‘1mid3 ,editm/ noun 
the process of altering or adjusting an im- 
age using a paint package or special image 
editing program 

image editor /‘tmid3 ,edito/ noun a 
piece of software that allows a user to edit, 
change or create a bitmap image 

image enhancement /'ımıdz in 
sharnsmont/ noun the process of adjust- 
ing parts of an image using special image 
processing software to change the bright- 
ness or sharpness of an image 
imagemap /‘tmid3mzp/ noun a graph- 
ic image that has areas of the image de- 
fined as hyperlink hotspots that link to an- 
other webpage 

image processing /'ımıd3 
,prausesin/ noun the analysis of informa- 
tion contained in an image, usually by 
electronic means or using a computer 
which provides the analysis or recognition 
of objects in the image 

image processing software /‘1m1d3 
\prousesin ,softwea/ noun software that 
allows a user to adjust contrast, colour or 
brightness levels or apply special effects to 
a bitmap image 


167 


import 





image processor /'ımıdz ,prousesə/ 
noun an electronic or computer system 
used for image processing, and to extract 
information from the image 


‘The Max FX also acts as a server to a growing 
number of printers, including a Varityper 5300 with 
emerald raster image processor and a Canon CLC 
500 colour photocopier.’ [Computing] 


image retention /‘1mid3 r1,tenfon/ 
noun the time taken for a TV image to dis- 
appear after it has been displayed, caused 
by long persistence phosphor 

image scanner /‘1mid3 ,skzeno/ noun 
an input device which converts documents 
or drawings or photographs into a digi- 
tised, machine-readable form 

image sensor /'ımıdz ,sensə/ noun a 
photoelectric device which produces a sig- 
nal related to the amount of light falling on 
it 


image setter /‘1mid3 ,seto/ noun a 
typesetting device which can process a 
PostScript page and produce a high-reso- 
lution output 

image stability /'ımıdz sto,bilrti/ 
noun the ability of a display screen to pro- 
vide a flicker-free picture 


image storage space /,imid3 
'stoirid3 ,speis/ noun a region of memo- 
ry in which a digitised image is stored 
image table /‘1tmid3_,tetb(a)l/ noun 
each of two bit-mapped tables used to con- 
trol input and output devices or processes 
imaging /'ımıd319/ noun a technique for 
creating pictures on a screen, in medicine 
used to provide pictures of sections of the 
body, using scanners attached to comput- 
ers 

imaging system /,1m1d31n 'sıstəm/ 
noun equipment and software used to cap- 
ture, digitise and compress video or still 
images 

IMAP /‘armzep/ noun a standard that de- 
fines how email messages can be accessed 
and read over a network. Full form Inter- 
net message access protocol. ù POP 
3, SMTP 


COMMENT: This standard (currently at version 
four) provides an alternative to the common 
POP 3 standard. The IMAP standard stores a 
user’s messages on a Shared server (e.g. at 
your ISP) and allows a user to connect from 
any computer and read, send or manage 
messages. In contrast, the POP 3 protocol 
downloads all messages from a shared server 
onto the user’s computer. This makes it very 
difficult for a user to access messages from a 
different computer, e.g. if you are travelling. 
Regardless of whether IMAP or POP 3 is used 


to read messages, the SMTP protocol is nor- 
mally used to send messages. 


immediate access store /1,mi:dist 
,ekses 'stox/ noun full form of IAS 
immediate address /1,mi:diot ə 
‘dres/ noun same as zero-level address 
immediate addressing /1,mi:dist ə 
‘dresin/ noun the accessing of data imme- 
diately because it is held in the address 
field of an instruction 
immediate instruction /1,mi:dist 1m 
'strakfən/ noun a computer instruction in 
which the operand is included within the 
instruction, rather than an address of the 
operand location 
immediate mode /1'mi:dist moaud/ 
noun a mode in which a computer exe- 
cutes an instruction as soon as it is entered 
immediate operand /r'mi:diət 
,Dporend/ noun an operand n an immedi- 
ate addressing operation, which is fetched 
at the same time as the instruction 
immediate processing /1,mi:diat 
‘prousesin/ noun the processing of data 
when it appears, rather than waiting for a 
synchronising clock pulse or time. Also 
called in-line processing 
impedance /1m'pi:d(a)ns/ noun a 
measurement of the effect an electrical cir- 
cuit or cable has on signal current magni- 
tude and phase when a steady voltage is 
applied. ù ohm 
COMMENT: Network cables need to have the 
correct impedance for the type of network 
card installed. 10BaseT unshielded twisted- 
pair cable normally has an impedance be- 


tween 100 and105 ohms, while 10Base2 co- 
axial cable has an impedance of 50 ohms. 


implication /,1mpli'kerf(9)n/ noun a 
logical operation that uses an IF-THEN 
structure such that if A is true and if B is 
true the AND function of A and B will be 
true 

implicit reference /ım plist 
'ref(a)rans/ noun (in a multimedia pro- 
gramming language) a reference to an ob- 
ject that does not give its exact page loca- 
tion but assumes that the object is on the 
current page or is currently visible 
implied addressing /ım,plaırd ə 
'dresıy/ noun an assembler instruction 
that operates on only one register, which is 
preset at manufacture. The user does not 
have to specify an address. O Implied ad- 
dressing for the accumulator is used in the 
instruction LDA, 16. 

import /im'po:t/ verb 1. to bring some- 
thing in from outside a system O You can 


impulse 
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import images from the CAD package into 
the DTP program. 2. to convert a file 
stored in one format to the default format 
used by a program O Select import if you 
want to open a TIFF graphics file. 


‘At the moment, Acrobat supports only the sending 
and viewing of documents. There are legal implica- 
tions associated with allowing users to edit docu- 
ments in the style of the original application, without 
having the tool itself on their desks, and there is no 
import facility back into applications.’ [Computing] 


impulse /'ımpals/ noun a voltage pulse 
which lasts a very short time 

impulsive noise /tm'palstv nəorz/ 
noun interference on a signal caused by 
short periods of noise 

IMS abbr information management sys- 
tem 

inactive window /in,ektiv 'windou/ 
noun (in a GUI) a window still displayed, 
but not currently being used 

in-band signalling /in bend 
‘sign(a)lin/ noun data transmission in 
which the signal carrying the data is within 
the bandwidth of the cable or transmission 
media 

InBox /'ınbpks/ noun a feature of the 
Windows messaging system that can gath- 
er together a user’s electronic messages in- 
cluding mail sent over the network, fax 
messages and mail sent over the Internet 
inbuilt /‘mnbilt/ adjective referring to a 
feature or device included in a system O 
This software has inbuilt error correction. 
inches-per-second /,mntfiz p3: 
'sekənd/ noun full form of ips 
in-circuit emulator /,m __,ss:kit 
‘emjuleito/ noun a circuit that emulates a 
device or integrated circuit and is inserted 
into a new or faulty circuit to test if it is 
working correctly O This in-circuit emula- 
tor is used to test the floppy disk controller 
by emulating a disk drive. 

inclusion /m'klu:3(9)n/ noun a logical 
operation that uses an IF-THEN structure, 
such that if A is true and if B is true the 
AND function of A and B will be true 
inclusive OR /in'klu:srv 9:/ nouny OR 
incoming message § /,inkamin 
'mesid3/ noun a message received in a 
computer 

incoming traffic /,inkamin 'træfrk/ 
noun the amount of data or number of 
messages received 

incompatible /,1nkom'petib(o)l/ ad- 
jective which cannot work together O They 
tried to link the two systems, but found they 
were incompatible. 


increment /‘1nkrimont/ noun 1. the ad- 
dition of a set number, usually one, to a 
register, often for counting purposes O An 
increment is added to the counter each 
time a pulse is detected. 2. the value of the 
number added to a register O Increase the 
increment to three. ™@ verb 1. to add some- 
thing or to increase a number O The coun- 
ter is incremented each time an instruction 
is executed. 2. to move forward to the next 
location 

incremental backup /,1nkriment(o)! 
'bækap/ noun a backup procedure that 
only backs up the files that have changed 
since the last backup 

incremental computer 
/,1pkriment(9)l_ kəm'pju:tə/ noun a 
computer that stores variables as the dif- 
ference between their actual value and an 
absolute initial value 

incremental data /,1kriment(o)l 
'dertə/ noun data which represents the 
difference of a value from an original val- 
ue 

incremental plotter /tnkriment(o)l 
'plotə/ noun a graphical output device that 
can only move in small steps, with input 
data representing the difference between 
present position and the position required, 
so drawing lines and curves as a series of 
short straight lines 

indent noun /'tndent/ a space or series 
of spaces from the left margin, when start- 
ing a line of text m verb /in'dent/ to start 
a line of text with a space in from the left 
margin O The first line of the paragraph is 
indented two spaces. 

indentation /,nden'te1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of leaving a space at the beginning 
of a line of text 

Indeo /'indiau/ a trade name for video 
software technology developed by Intel 
that allows a computer to store and play 
back compressed video sequences using 
software compression techniques 
indeterminate system 
/nditsiminot 'sistom/ noun a system 
whose logical, output state cannot be pre- 
dicted 

index /'ındeks/ noun 1. a list of items in 
a computer memory, usually arranged al- 
phabetically 2. the address to be used that 
is the result of an offset value added to a 
start location. » indexed addressing 
index build /'ındeks brld/ noun the cre- 
ation of an ordered list from the results of 
a database or file search 
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indexed address /,1ndeksd ə'dres/ 
noun the address of the location to be ac- 
cessed, which is found in an index register 
indexed addressing /,1ndeksd ə 
‘dresin/ noun an addressing mode, in 
which the storage location to be accessed 
is made up of a start address and an offset 
value, which is then added to it to give the 
address to be used 

indexed file /'ındeksd farl/ noun a se- 
quential file with an index of all the entries 
and their addresses 

indexed instruction /,mdeksd in 
'strakfən/ noun an instruction that con- 
tains an origin and location of an offset 
that are added together to provide the ad- 
dress to be accessed 

indexed sequential access meth- 
od /,1ndeks s1,kwensol 'ekses ,meĝəd/ 
noun a data retrieval method using a list 
containing the address of each stored 
record, where the list is searched, then the 
record is retrieved from the address in the 
list. Abbr ISAM 

indexed sequential storage 
/,mdeksd s1,kwenf (o)l 'sto:rid3/ noun a 
method of storing records in a consecutive 
order, but in such a way that they can be 
accessed rapidly 

index.html /,1ndeks dot ,ertf ti: em 
'el/ noun a filename that is used to store 
the text and HTML formatting commands 
for the home page on a website 
indexing /'ındeksıy/ noun 1. the use of 
indexed addressing in software or a com- 
puter 2. the process of building and sorting 
a list of records 

index key /'tndeks ki:/ noun one field 
which is used to index a record 

index letter /‘indeks ,leta/ noun a letter 
which identifies an item in an index 
index number /‘indeks ,nambo/ noun 
a number which identifies an item in an in- 
dex 

index page /'Indeks perd3/ noun 1. a 
page of a multimedia book that lists all the 
other pages within the book and allows a 
user to locate other pages or areas of inter- 
est 2. the initial opening webpage of a site 
on the Internet or on a company’s intranet 
index register /'ındeks ,red3isto/ 
noun a computer address register that is 
added to a reference address to provide the 
location to be accessed. Abbr IR 

index value word /,indeks ,velju: 
'‘waid/ noun an offset value added to an 
address to produce a usable address 


indicator /'ındı,kertə/ noun something 
which shows the state of a process, usually 
a light or buzzer 

indicator chart /‘ndi,keito tfa:t/ 
noun a graphical representation of the lo- 
cation and use of indicator flags within a 
program 

indicator flag /‘nd1,kerto fleeg/ noun 
a register or single bit that indicates the 
state of the processor and its registers, e.g. 
a carry or overflow 

indicator light /‘tnd1,kerts lart/ noun 
a light used to warn or to indicate the con- 
dition of equipment 

indirect address /,mdarrekt o'dres/ 
noun same as relative address 
indirect addressing /ndairekt ə 
‘dresin/ noun a way of addressing data, in 
which the first instruction refers to an ad- 
dress which contains a second address 
induce /1n'dju:s/ verb 1. to generate an 
electrical current in a coil of wire by elec- 
tromagnetic effects 2. to prove something 
mathematically (NOTE: induces — induc- 
ing — induced) 

induced failure /mn,dju:sd ‘ferljo/ 
noun the failure of a device due to external 
effects 

induced interference /1n,dju:sd 
Into'frarans/ noun an electrical noise on 
a signal due to induced signals from near- 
by electromagnetic sources 

inductance /1n'daktons/ noun a meas- 
urement of the amount of energy a device 
can store in its magnetic field 

induction /m'dakJan/ noun 1. the gen- 
eration of an electrical current by electro- 
magnetic effects from a nearby source 2. 
the process of mathematically proving a 
formula or fact 

inductive coordination /in,daktiv 
kau,o:di'nerf(9)n/ noun agreement be- 
tween electrical power suppliers and com- 
munication providers on methods of re- 
ducing induced interference 

inductor /tn'dakta/ noun an electrical 
component consisting of a coil of wire 
used to introduce inductance effects into a 
circuit by storing energy in its magnetic 
field 

Industry Standard Architecture 
/ndoastri ,steended '‘arki,tektfa/ noun 
full form of ISA 

inequality operator /,mi'kwoliti 
,Dporeita/ noun a symbol used to indicate 
that two variables or quantities are not 
equal O The C programming language 


inequivalence 
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uses the symbol ‘!=’ as its inequality oper- 
ator. 


inequivalence /,1nt'kwrvalons/ noun 
a logical function whose output is true if 
the inputs are not the same, otherwise the 
output is false 

infect /mn'fekt/ verb to contaminate a 
computer system with a virus that is capa- 
ble of damaging its programs or data 


infected computer /in,fektid kom 
‘pjuito/ noun a computer that carries a vi- 
rus program 


inference /‘Inf(9)rans/ noun 1. a deduc- 
tion of results from data according to cer- 
tain rules 2. a method of deducing a result 
about confidential information concerning 
an individual by using various data related 
to groups of people 

inference control /‘inf(s)rons kon 
,traul/ noun the process of determining 
which information may be released with- 
out disclosing personal information about 
a single individual 


inference engine /'inf(ə)rəns 
‘end3in/, inference machine noun a set 
of rules used in an IKBS to deduce goals or 
results from data 


inferior figure /in,ftoris 'fıgə/ noun 
any one of the smaller numbers or charac- 
ters that are printed slightly below normal 
characters, used in mathematical and 
chemical formulae. ù subscript, super- 
script (NOTE: used with figures and let- 
ters: CO,) 


INF file /,a1 en ‘ef farl/ noun a configu- 
ration file supplied by a hardware manu- 
facturer to allow Windows to correctly in- 
stall the device 


infinite loop /'ınfınot lurp/ noun a loop 
which has no exit other than by ending the 
running of the program by switching off 
the machine or resetting 

infinity /mn'fintti/ noun 1. a space or 
quantity that never ends 2. the distance of 
an object from a viewer where beams of 
light from the object would be seen to be 
parallel, i.e. very far away 


infix notation /mn,fiks nəv'terf(ə)n/ 
noun a method of computer programming 
syntax in which operators are embedded 
inside operands, e.g. C — D or X + Y. Com- 
pare postfix notation, prefix notation 

informatics /,info:'mztiks/ noun the 
science and study of ways and means of 
information processing and transmission 


information /,ınfə'me1f(ə)n/ noun data 
that has been processed or arranged to pro- 
vide facts which have a meaning 
information bearer channel 
/,infamerf(a)n 'beara ,tfeen(a)l/ noun a 
communications channel that is able to 
carry control and message data, usually at 
a higher rate than a data only channel 
information content /,info'merf(9)n 
,kontent/ noun a measurement of the 
amount of information conveyed by the 
transmission of a symbol or character, of- 
ten measured in shannons 

information flow control /,mnfo 
‘merf(a)n flou kan,traul/ noun the regu- 
lation of access to particular information 
information input /,mfo'merf(s)n 
,Input/ noun information received from 
an input device 

information line /,mfa'merf(a)n larn/ 
noun a line running across the screen 
which gives the user information about the 
program being executed or the file being 
edited 

information management system 
/,infomerf(9)n 'menidzmont ,sistom/ 
noun a computer program that allows in- 
formation to be easily stored, retrieved, 
searched and updated. Abbr IMS 
information network /,info'merf(9)n 
metw3:k/ noun a number of databases 
linked together, usually using telephone 
lines and modems, allowing a large 
amount of data to be accessed by a wider 
number of users 

information output /mfomerf(s)n 
‘autput/ noun a display of information on 
an output device 

information processing 
/,infamerf(9)n 'prausesin/ noun same as 
data processing 

information processor 
/,infamerf(a)n 'prousesə/ noun a ma- 
chine that processes a received signal, ac- 
cording to a program, using stored infor- 
mation, and provides an output (NOTE: 
This is an example of a computer that is 
not dealing with mathematical functions.) 
information provider /,1nfo'merf(9)n 
pro,vaida/ noun a company or user who 
provides an information source for use in a 
videotext system, e.g. a company provid- 
ing weather information or stock market 
reports. Abbr ip 

information rate /,1nfo'merf(9)n reit/ 
noun the amount of information content 
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per character multiplied by the number of 
characters transmitted per second 
information retrieval /,infomerf(o)n 
ri'trirv(a)l/ noun the process of locating 
quantities of data stored in a database and 
producing useful information from the da- 
ta. Abbr IR 

information retrieval centre 
/,infometf(9)n ri'tri:v(a)l ,sentə/ noun a 
research system providing specific infor- 
mation from a database for a user 
information storage /,1nfomerf(s)n 
‘storrid3/ noun the process of storing data 
in a form which allows it to be processed 
at a later date 

information storage and retrieval 
/infometf(a)n ,sto:rid3 on ri'trizv(a)l/ 
noun techniques involved in storing infor- 
mation and retrieving data from a store. 
Abbr ISR 

information structure /infa 
'merf(a)n ,straktfa/ noun same as data 
structure 

information system /,mfs'merf(o)n 
,Sistom/ noun a computer system which 
provides information according to a user’s 
requests 

information technology 
/imfometf(a)yn tek'nvlad3i/ noun the 
technology involved in acquiring, storing, 
processing, and distributing information 
by electronic means, including radio, TV, 
telephone and computers. Abbr IT 
information theory /,mfs'merf(s)n 
\Oreri/ noun the body of formulae and 
mathematics concerned with data trans- 
mission equipment and signals 
information transfer channel 
/infomeif(a)n 'trensfs: ,tfeen(a)l/ 
noun a connection between a data trans- 
mitter and a receiver 

infrared /,mfra'red/ noun the section of 
the electromagnetic radiation spectrum ex- 
tending from visible red to microwaves 
infrared controller /mfroared kon 
'trəulə/ noun a remote control unit used to 
control a device from a distance 

Infrared Data Association 
/mfrored 'dertə ə,səusierf(ə)n/ noun a 
standard method used to transfer informa- 
tion via an infrared light beam, often used 
to transfer information from a laptop or 
PDA to a printer or desktop computer. 
Abbr IrDA (NOTE: To use this feature, 
your computer or printer needs to have 
an IrDA port.) 


infra-red link /,mfro red 'Imk/ noun a 
system that allows two computers or a 
computer and a printer to exchange infor- 
mation using an infrared light beam to car- 
ry the data 

infrastructure /‘infro,straktfo/ noun 
basic structure or basic services 
inherent addressing /mn,htorent ə 
'dresıy/ noun an instruction that contains 
all the data required for the address to be 
accessed with no further operation 
inherit /m'hertt/ verb (in object-orient- 
ed programming) to acquire the character- 
istics of another class or data type 
inheritance /in'herit(9)ns/ noun (in 
object-oriented programming) the pass- 
ing of the characteristics of one class or 
data type to another, called its descendant 
inherited error /in,heritid 'era/ noun 
an error that is the result of a fault in a pre- 
vious process or action 

inhibit /mn'hibrt/ verb to stop a process 
taking place or to prevent an integrated cir- 
cuit or gate from operating,, by means of a 
signal or command 

inhibiting input /mn,hrbitry 'mput/ 
noun an input of a gate which blocks the 
output signal 

INI file /,ar en ‘at farl/ noun a configura- 
tion file used in Windows 3.x and earlier 
that tells Windows how to load and run an 
application. (NOTE: The INI file could con- 
tain the working directory, user name and 
user settings.) 

initial address /1,n1J(9)l ə'dres/ noun 
the address at which the first location of a 
program is stored 

initial condition § /1,nif(a)l kən 
'dıf(ə)n/ noun a condition that must be 
satisfied before a routine can be entered 
initial error /1,n1f(9)l 'era/ noun an er- 
ror in data that is the difference between 
the value of the data at the start of process- 
ing and its present actual value 

initial instructions /1,nif(o)l m 
'strakfənz/ plural noun routines that act 
as an initial program loader 
initialisation, initialization noun the 
process of initialising values or parameters 
O Initialisation is often carried out with- 
out the user knowing. 

initialisation string  /1,n1f(o)lar 
'zeif(a)n_ ,strin/, initialization string 
noun a series of AT commands sent to a 
modem to configure it before it is used 
initialise /1'n1f9,la1z/, initialize verb to 
set values or parameters or control lines to 
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their initial values, to allow a program or 
process to be restarted (NOTE: initialises — 
initialising — initialised) 

initial program header /1,n1f(a)l 
‘prougrem ,hedə/ noun a small machine- 
code program usually stored in a read-only 
memory device that directs the CPU to 
load a larger program or operating system 
from store into main memory (NOTE: An 
example is a boot up routine that loads 
the operating system when a computer is 
switched on.) 

initial program loader /1,n1f(a)l 
'prougræm ləudə/ noun a short routine 
that loads the first section of a program, af- 
ter which it continues the loading process 
itself. Abbr IPL 

initial value /1,n1J(9)1 'vælju:/ noun the 
starting point, usually zero, set when ini- 
tialising variables at the beginning of a 
program 

ink /1nk/ verb to draw lines on paper by 
the use of a plotter device 

ink cartridge /mk ‘ka:trid3/ noun a 
plastic module that contains ink, for use in 
a bubble-jet or ink-jet printer 

ink effect /‘1nk 1,fekt/ noun features of 
Windows Movie Player utility that defines 
how cast members are drawn; e.g., trans- 
parent ink effect displays the cast member 
with the background showing through 
ink-jet printer /‘mk det ,prmto/ noun 
a printer that produces characters by send- 
ing a stream of tiny drops of electrically 
charged ink onto the paper 


‘...ink-jet printers work by squirting a fine stream of 
ink onto the paper’ [Personal Computer World] 


inlay card /tmn'let ka:d/ noun an identi- 
fication card inside the box of a CD, DVD 
or similar recording 

in-line /in lam/ adjective referring to 
connection pins on a chip arranged in one 
or two rows @ noun referring to a graphi- 
cal image that is part of a webpage 
in-line program /,1n lain 'peougreem/ 
noun a program that contains no loops 
inner loop /‘tna lu:p/ noun a loop con- 
tained inside another loop. ù nested loop 
input /'ınput/ verb to transfer data or in- 
formation from outside a computer to its 
main memory O The data was input via a 
modem. @ noun 1. the action of inputting 
information 2. data or information that is 
transferred into a computer 3. electrical 
signals which are applied to relevant cir- 
cuits to perform the operation > abbr (all 
senses) i/p, I/P 


‘In fact, the non-Qwerty format of the Maltron key- 
board did cause a few gasps when it was first shown 
to the staff, but within a month all the Maltron users 
had regained normal input speeds.’ [Computing] 


input area /'ınput ,eəriə/ noun a sec- 
tion of main memory that holds data trans- 
ferred from backing store until it is proc- 
essed or distributed to other sections 
input block /‘input blok/ noun a block 
of data transferred to an input area 
input-bound /‘Input ,baund/ adjective 
referring to a program or device that is not 
running as fast as it could, because it is 
limited by the input rate from a slower pe- 
ripheral. Also called input-limited 

input buffer register /1nput 'bafə 
\red31sta/ noun a temporary store for data 
from an input device before it is trans- 
ferred to a main or backing store 

input device /‘mput di,vats/ noun a 
device, e.g. a keyboard or bar code reader, 
that converts actions or information into a 
form that a computer can understand, and 
transfers the data to the processor 

input lead /‘tnput li:d/ noun a lead 
which connects an input device to a com- 
puter 

input-limited /,mput 'lımıtıd/ adjec- 
tive same as input-bound 

input mode /'ınput moud/ noun a 
mode in which a computer is receiving 
data 

input/output /,mput 'avtput/ noun 1. 
full form of I/O 2. all the data received or 
transmitted by a computer. ù input 
input/output buffer /,mput 'autput 
ibafa/ noun a temporary storage area for 
data waiting to be output or input 
input/output bus /,1nput ‘aut put bas/ 
noun a bus that provides links that allow 
data and control signals to be transferred 
between a CPU and memory or peripheral 
devices. Also called I/O bus 
input/output channel = /,mput 
'‘autput tfæn(ə)l/ noun a link between a 
processor and peripheral allowing data 
transfer 

input/output controller = /,1nput 
‘autput kon,traule/ noun an intelligent 
device that monitors, directs and controls 
data flow between a CPU and I/O devices 
input/output control program 
/,Input 'autput kon,traul/ noun a super- 
visory program or section of the operating 
system that monitors and controls I/O op- 
erations and data flow 
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input/output device /input 'autput 
di,vais/ noun a peripheral, e.g. such as a 
terminal in a workstation, that can be used 
both for inputting and outputting data to a 
processor 

input/output executive /,1mput 
‘autput 1g,zekjutiv/ noun a master pro- 
gram that controls all the I/O activities of a 
computer 

input/output instruction /,1mput 
‘autput In,strakfon/ noun a computer 
programming instruction that allows data 
to be input or output from a processor 
input/output interface /,mput 
‘autput Inta,fers/ noun a circuit, consist- 
ing usually of an input/output channel, a 
parallel input/output port and a DMA in- 
terface, that allows controlled data input 
and output from a CPU 

input/output interrupt /,mput 
‘autput mnto,rapt/ noun an interrupt sig- 
nal that comes from a peripheral device or 
that indicates that an input or output oper- 
ation is required 

input/output library /,mput 'avtput 
larbrori/ noun a set of routines, e.g. print- 
er drivers or port control routines, that can 
be used by the programmer to help simpli- 
fy input/output tasks 

input/output port /mput ‘avtput 
,port/ noun a circuit or connector that pro- 
vides an input/output channel to another 
device O The joystick can be connected to 
the input/output port. 

input/output processor /,1nput 
‘autput ,prausesd/ noun a processor that 
carries out input/output transfers for a 
CPU, including DMA and error correction 
facilities. Abbr IOP 

input/output referencing /,1mput 
‘autput ,ref(o)ransin/ noun the use of la- 
bels to refer to specific input/output devic- 
es, the actual address of the device being 
inserted at run time 

input/output register /,mput 'autput 
,red3isto/ noun a temporary storage for 
data received from memory before being 
transferred to an I/O device or for data 
from an I/O device waiting to be stored in 
main memory or to be processed 
input/output request /,mput 'avtput 
r1,kwest/ noun a request signal from the 
CPU for data input or output. Abbr IORQ 
input/output status word /,1nput 
autput 'stertəs w3id/ noun a word 
whose bits describe the state of peripheral 
devices, e.g. busy or free 


input/output unit /mput ‘autput 
,jurnit/ noun same as input/output de- 
vice 

input port /‘nput po:t/ noun a circuit 
or connector that allows a computer to re- 
ceive data from other external devices 
input register /‘input ,red31sta/ noun 
a temporary store for data received at slow 
speeds from an I/O device, the data is then 
transferred at high speed to the main mem- 
ory 

input routine /‘mput ru:,ti:xn/ noun a 
set of instructions which control an I/O de- 
vice and direct data received from it to the 
correct storage location 

input section /‘Input ,sekJ(a)n/ noun 
1. an input routine 2. an input area 

input statement /‘input ,stertmont/ 
noun a computer programming command 
which waits for data entry from a port or 
keyboard 

input storage /'‘mput ,sto:r1d3/ noun» 
input area 

input work queue /mput ‘wark 
,kju:/ noun a list of commands to be car- 
ried out either in the order in which they 
were entered or in order of priority 
inquiry /m'kwarori/ noun another spell- 
ing of enquiry 

inquiry character /m'kwarəri 
ikeertkta/ noun a code transmitted by a 
computer to a remote terminal, asking for 
a response. Abbr ENQ 
inquiry/response /ım,kwarəri rı 
‘sppns/ noun an interactive computer 
mode, in which a user’s commands and in- 
quiries are responded to very quickly 
inquiry station /in'kwarri ‚sterf (ə)n/ 
noun a terminal that is used to access and 
interrogate files stored on a remote com- 
puter 

insert /n'ss:t/ verb to add new text in- 
side a word or sentence 

inserted subroutine  /,mssa:tid 
'sabru;zti:n/ noun a series of instructions 
that are copied directly into the main pro- 
gram at a point where a call instruction ap- 
pears or at a point where a user requires 
insertion loss /in's3:f(ə)n los/ noun a 
weakening of a signal caused by adding a 
device into an existing channel or circuit 
insertion point /mn'ss:f(9)n_ port/ 
noun the point in a document, indicated by 
the position of the cursor, where new text 
typed by the user will be entered 
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insert key /tn'sa:t ki:/ noun a key that 
switches a word-processor or editor pro- 
gram from overwrite mode to insert mode. 
Also called Ins key 

insert mode /'Ins3:t maud/ noun an in- 
teractive computer mode used for editing 
and correcting documents (NOTE: This is a 
standard feature on most word-process- 
ing packages. The cursor is placed at the 
required point in the document and any 
characters typed will be added, with the 
existing text moving on as necessary.) 
Ins key /'ıns ki:/ noun same as insert 
key 

install /m'sto:/ verb to put a machine 
into an office or factory O The system is 
easy to install and simple to use. 
installable device driver /in 
istoilob(ə)l di'vars ,dratva/ noun a de- 
vice driver that is loaded into memory and 
remains resident, replacing a similar func- 
tion built into the operating system 
installation /,msto'letf(a)n/ noun 1. a 
computer and equipment used for one type 
of work and processing O The engineers 
are still testing the new installation. 2. the 
process of setting up a new computer sys- 
tem O The installation of the equipment 
took only a few hours. 

installation manual /,mnsto'lerf(o)n 
smzenjual/ noun a booklet showing how a 
system should be installed 

install program /'insto:1 ,prougreem/ 
noun a piece of software that transfers pro- 
gram code from the distribution disks onto 
a computer’s hard disk and configures the 
program 

instance /'Instans/ noun (in object-ori- 
ented programming) an object or dupli- 
cate object that has been created 
instantaneous access 
/nstonteiniss 'ekses/ noun an ex- 
tremely short access time to a random ac- 
cess device 

instant jump /‘instont d3amp/ noun 
(in a videodisc player) a hardware feature 
that allows the player to skip a number of 
frames, up to 200, in the time it takes to re- 
fresh the screen 

instant messaging /\instont 
‘mesid31n/ noun a feature that lets a user 
type in and exchange messages with one or 
more other people connected via the Inter- 
net. Each of the users in the group runs 
special software that tells them when a 
friend or colleague has connected to the 
Internet and is available to receive messag- 


es. Any message that he or she types in is 
then sent instantly to the other user. 
instruction /m'strakJfon/ noun a word 
used in a programming language that is 
understood by the computer as a command 
to carry out a particular action O The in- 
struction PRINT is used in this BASIC di- 
alect as an operand to display the follow- 
ing data. (NOTE: In a high-level language 
the instructions are translated by the 
compiler or interpreter to a form that is 
understood by the central processing 
unit.) 

‘A Taos kernel, typically 15Kb in size, resides at 

each processing node to ‘translate’, non-native in- 

structions — on the fly when needed. This kernel con- 


tains the only code which has to be written in the 
processor’s native instruction set.’ [Computing] 


instruction address /in'strakfon ə 
,dres/ noun the location of an instruction 
instruction address register /in 
\strakfon o'dres ,red3ista/ noun same 
as sequence control register. abbr IAR 
instruction area /mn'strakJon ,eorio/ 
noun a section of memory that is used to 
store instructions 

instruction cache /in'strakfoan kæf/ 
noun an area of high-speed memory which 
stores the next few instructions to be exe- 
cuted by a processor 

instruction character /in'strakfon 
ikeertkta/ noun a special character that 
provides a control sequence rather than an 
alphanumeric character 

instruction codes = /in'strakfon 
koudz/ plural noun a set of symbols or 
codes that a CPU can directly understand 
and execute 

instruction counter /in'strakfon 
,kauntəo/ noun same as sequence con- 
trol register 

instruction cycle /m'strakfən 
,Satk(a)l/ noun the series of events, taking 
place in a set order and at specified inter- 
vals, that occurs when the processor fetch- 
es an instruction from where it is stored in 
the memory and executes it 

instruction cycle time /in,strakfon 
'sark(ə)l ,tarm/ noun the amount of time 
taken for one instruction cycle 
instruction decoder /in'strakfon di: 
|kaude/ noun hardware that converts a 
machine-code code instruction in binary 
form into actions 

instruction execution time /in 
strakfon ,eksi'kju:f(o)n ,tarm/ noun 
the time taken to carry out an instruction 
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instruction format  /in'strakfon 
formeet/ noun a set of rules defining the 
way the operands, data and addresses are 
arranged in an instruction 

instruction manual /in'strakfon 
smzenjual/ noun a document describing 
how to use a system or software 
instruction modification = /in 
strakfon ,modifi'kerf(a)n/ noun the 
process of changing part of an instruction, 
either the data or the operator, so that it 
carries out a different function the next 
time that the instruction is executed 
instruction pipelining /m'strakfən 
,paiplainin/ noun the act of beginning to 
process a second instruction while still 
processing the present one, which increas- 
es the program’s speed of execution 
instruction pointer /m'strakfən 
\pointd/ noun a register in a central 
processing unit that contains the location 
of the next instruction to be processed 
instruction processor /in'strakfon 
|prausesd/ noun a section of the central 
processing unit that decodes instructions 
and performs the arithmetic and logical 
functions necessary for carrying them out 
instruction register /m'strakfən 
red3Ista/ noun a register in a central 
processing unit that stores an instruction 
during decoding and execution operations. 
Abbr IR 

instruction repertoire /mn'strakJon 
repotwa:/, instruction set /set/ noun 
the total number of instructions that a 
processor can recognise and execute 
instruction storage /in'strakfon 
,Stoirid3/ noun a section of memory used 
to store instructions 

instruction time /n'strakfan tarm/ 
noun the amount of time taken for a cen- 
tral processing unit to carry out a complete 
instruction 

instruction word /in'strakfan wa:d/ 
noun a fixed set of characters used to initi- 
ate an instruction O The manufacturers of 
this CPU have decided that JMP will be 
the instruction word to call the jump func- 
tion. 

instrument /'ınstrumənt/ noun an 
electronic device that can produce a sound 
in response to a MIDI note or to a key- 
board press 

integer /'ıntıdzə/ noun a mathematical 
term to describe a whole number (NOTE: 
An integer may be positive or negative or 
zero.) 


integral /mtigral, m'tegol/ adjective 
referring to an add-on device or special 
feature that is already built into a system O 
The integral disk drives and modem re- 
duced desk space. 

integrated /'mnti,greitid/ adjective re- 
ferring to a system containing many pe- 
ripherals grouped together to provide a 
neat, complete system 

integrated circuit = /,mmtigrertid 
'ssrkit/ noun a circuit made up of compo- 
nents all of which are formed on one small 
piece of semiconductor by means of etch- 
ing and chemical processes. Abbr IC 
(NOTE: Integrated circuits can be classi- 
fied as follows: Small Scale Integration 
(SSI): 1 to 10 components per IC; Medi- 
um Scale Integration (MSI): 10 to 100 
components per IC; Large Scale Integra- 
tion (LSI): 100 to 5000 components per 
IC; Very Large Scale Integration (VLSI): 
5,000 to 50,000 components per IC; Ul- 
tra Large Scale Integration (ULSI): over 
100,000 components per IC.) 
integrated database /,ntigreitid 
'dertəbers/ noun a database that is able to 
provide information for varied require- 
ments without any redundant data 
integrated data processing 
/,ntigreitid 'deita ,prausesin/ noun an 
organisational method for the entry and re- 
trieval of data that is designed to provide 
maximum efficiency. Abbr IDP 
integrated device electronics /,1nt1 
igreitid di,vars ,elek'troniks/, integrat- 
ed drive electronics noun full form of 
IDE 

integrated emulator /,mtigrertid 
‘emjuleito/ noun an emulator program 
run within a multitasking operating system 
integrated injection logic 
/ntigreitid in'd3ekfan ,lnd31k/ noun a 
type of circuit design able to produce very 
small, low-power components. Abbr IIL 
integrated modem  /intigrertid 
'moudem/ noun a modem that is an inter- 
nal part of the system 

integrated office /,mtigrertid 'pfts/ 
noun an office environment in which all 
operations are carried out using a central 
computer 

integrated services digital net- 
work /,intigreitid ,s3ivisiz ,did3it(o)l 
'netw3:k/ noun» ISDN 

integrated software / ntigrertid 
'spftweo/ noun software such as an oper- 
ating system or word-processor that is 


integration 


176 





stored in the computer system and has 
been tailored to the requirements of the 
system 

integration /,mtr'gre1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of bringing several operations to- 
gether O small scale integration (SSI) 
integrity /m'tegriti/ noun the reliability 
of data which is being processed or stored 
on disk o the data in this file has integri- 
ty the data has not been corrupted o integ- 
rity of a file the fact that a file that has 
been stored on disk is not corrupted or dis- 
torted in any way 

Intel /‘tntel/ the company that developed 
the first commercially available micro- 
processor, the 4004, and also developed 
the range of processors that is used in IBM 
PCs and compatible computers 

Intel 8086 a trade name for a microproc- 
essor that uses a 16-bit data bus and can 
address up to 1Mb of RAM 

Intel 8088 a trade name for a microproc- 
essor that uses a 16-bit data bus internally, 
but uses an 8-bit data bus externally; used 
in the first IBM PC computers 

Intel 80286 a trade name for a micro- 
processor that uses a 16-bit data bus and 
can address up to 16Mb of RAM 

Intel 80386 a trade name for a micro- 
processor that uses a 32-bit data bus and 
can address up to 4Gb of RAM 

Intel 80486 a trade name for a micro- 
processor that uses a 32-bit data bus and 
can address up to 64Gb of RAM 

Intel Indeo /,mtel 'ındiəv/ a trade name 
for software technology developed by In- 
tel that allows a computer to store and play 
back compressed video sequences using 
software compression techniques 
intelligence /1n'telid3ans/ noun the 
ability of a device to carry out processing 
or run a program 

intelligent /in'telrdzont/ adjective re- 
ferring to a machine, program or device 
that is capable of limited reasoning facili- 
ties, giving it human-like responses 
intelligent device /in,telid3(o)nt dı 
‘vais/ noun a peripheral device that con- 
tains a central processing unit allowing it 
to process data 

intelligent knowledge-based sys- 
tem /in,telid3(9)ynt nolıidz beisd 
'sıstəm/ noun full form of IKBS 
intelligent spacer /tn,tel1d3(9)nt 
'spersə/ noun a facility on a word- 
processing system used to prevent words 


























from being hyphenated or separated at the 
wrong point 

intelligent terminal /1n,tel1d3(0)nt 
'tsımın(ə)l/ noun same as smart termi- 
nal 

intelligent tutoring system /in 
jtelidz(a)nt 'tjurtorin ,sistom/ noun a 
computer-aided learning system that pro- 
vides responsive and interactive teaching 
facilities for users 

intelligent wiring hub /1n,tel1d3(a)nt 
‘watorin hab/ noun a wiring hub that can 
be controlled from a workstation to direct 
which circuits should be connected to each 
other 

Intel MMX /,mtel em em 'eks/ a trade 
name for a range of processors that include 
components that improve their perform- 
ance when dealing with multimedia and 
communications 

Intel Pentium / intel 'pentiom/ a trade 
name for a range of advanced microproc- 
essors that use a 32-bit data bus 

Intel Pentium Pro /,mtel ,pentiom 
‘prou/ a trade name for a 32-bit processor 
developed by Intel to replace the Pentium 
in high-performance PCs and provide fea- 
tures to improve performance. It is suited 
to multiuser and multitasking environ- 
ments. 

intensity /m'tensiti/ noun a measure of 
the strength of a signal or the brightness of 
a light source 

interactive /,mtor'ektrv/ adjective re- 
ferring to a system or piece of software 
that allows communication between the 
user and the computer in conversational 
mode 


‘Oracle today details its interactive information su- 
perhighway aims, endorsed by 17 industry partners. 
The lynchpin to the announcement will be software 
based on the Oracle Media Server, a multimedia da- 
tabase designed to run on massively parallel comput- 
ers.” [Computing] 


interactive debugging system 
/,intorektiv di:'bagin ,ststom/ noun a 
software development tool that allows the 
user to run a program under test, set break- 
points, examine source and object code, 
examine registers and memory contents 
and trace the instruction execution 
interactive graphics /,ntorektiv 
‘grefiks/ plural noun a display system 
that is able to react to different inputs from 
the user 

interactive keyboard /ntorektiv 
'kitbord/ noun a keyboard controlled by a 
program that is designed to help the user 
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by lighting up particular keys on the key- 
board to prompt the user to make a partic- 
ular kind of input 

interactive media  /ntorektiv 
'mi:diə/ plural noun media that provide 
two-way communications between users 
and their machines or systems and enable 
users to control their systems and obtain 
responses from them in real time 
interactive mode = /,intor'ektiv 
,moud/ noun a computer mode that allows 
the user to enter commands or programs or 
data and receive immediate responses 
interactive multimedia /,1ntorektiv 
malti'mirdio/ noun a multimedia system 
in which users can issue commands to 
which the program responds, or control 
actions and control the way the program 
works O This interactive multimedia title 
allows a user to make music with a synthe- 
siser program. 

Interactive Multimedia Associa- 
tion /,mtorektrv§ ,malti'mi:dia ə 
,sausielf(a)n/ noun full form of IMA 
interactive processing /,1ntorektiv 
‘prausesin/ noun same as interactive 
mode 

interactive routine /,mtorektrv ru: 
‘ti:n/ noun a computer program able to ac- 
cept data from an operator, process it and 
provide a real-time reaction to it 
interactive system  /,1ntorektiv 
'sıstəm/ noun a system which provides an 
immediate response to the user’s com- 
mands or programs or data 

interactive terminal /1ntorektiv 
'ta:min(9)I/ noun a terminal in an interac- 
tive system which sends and receives in- 
formation 

interactive TV /,mtorektiv ti: 'vi:/ 
noun a channel that allows two-way com- 
munication between the viewer and the 
broadcasting station. This feature often al- 
lows the user to choose which programme 
to watch or to respond directly to questions 
displayed on-screen. 

interactive video = /,intorektiv 
‘vidiou/ noun full form of IV 
interactive videotext /1ntorektiv 
‘vidioutekst/ noun viewdata service that 
allows the operator to select pages, display 
them, ask questions, or use a service such 
as teleshopping 

interblock /‘intoblok/ adjective occur- 
ring or located between blocks 
interblock gap /‘1ntablok gzep/ nouna 
blank magnetic tape between the end of 


one block of data and the start of the next 
in backing store. Abbr IBG. Also called 
interrecord gap 

interchange file format 
/ntatfemind3 ‘fal foimæt/ noun full 
form of IFF 

intercharacter spacing  /into 
,kærəktə 'spersıy/ noun a word-proces- 
sor feature that provides variable spacing 
between words to create a justified line 
interconnection /,mtako'nekfan/ 
noun a section of connecting material be- 
tween two devices 

interface /'ıntəfers/ noun 1. the point at 
which one computer system ends and an- 
other begins 2. a circuit, device or port that 
allows two or more incompatible units to 
be linked together in a standard communi- 
cation system, allowing data to be trans- 
ferred between them 3. a section of a pro- 
gram which allows transmission of data to 
another program m™ verb 1. to modify a de- 
vice by adding a circuit or connector to al- 
low it to conform to a standard communi- 
cations system 2. to connect two or more 
incompatible devices together with a cir- 
cuit, in order to allow them to communi- 
cate 


‘The original release of ODBC only included a driv- 
er for Microsoft’ s own SQL Server database. Micro- 
soft has subsequently published the ODBC applica- 
tion program interface enabling third-party vendors 
to create drivers for other databases and tools.’ 
[Computing] 


interface card /'ıntəfers ka:d/ noun 
an add-on board that allows a computer to 
interface to certain equipment or conform 
to a certain standard 

interface message processor 
/ntofers 'mesid3 ,prəusesə/ noun a 
computer in a packet switching network 
that deals with the flow of data, acting as 
an interface processor 

interface processor /'ıntəfers 
,prousesd/ noun a computer that controls 
data transfer between a processor and a 
terminal or network 

interface routines /'ıntəfers ru: 
,tinz/ plural noun software that allows 
programs or data for one system to run on 
another 

interfacing /'ıntəfersıy/ noun hard- 
ware or software used to interface two 
computers, programs or devices 
interference /,into'frorans/ noun noise 
on a radio signal 

interframe coding  /,1ntefrermm 
‘koudin/ noun a system for compressing 
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video images, in which only the differenc- 
es between each frame are recorded 
interior gateway protocol /1n,traris 
,geitwel ,proutau'kpl/ noun full form of 
IGP 

interior label /1n,traria 'lerb(o)l/ noun 
identification data that is stored within a 
storage medium, as opposed to an exterior 
or physical label stuck to the case 
interlace /,ıntə'lers/ verb to build up an 
image on a television screen using two 
passes to create two picture fields. One 
displays all the odd-numbered lines, the 
other all the even-numbered lines. The aim 
is to reduce the flicker effects on the tele- 
vision picture. 

interlaced scanning  /ntoleisd 
‘skaenin/ noun a technique for producing 
an image on a television or computer 
screen that is clear and correctly aligned in 
the vertical plane. It involves scanning first 
all the odd numbered and then all the even 
numbered lines in the screen image. 
interlaced video /,1ntoletsd 'vidiou/ 
noun a video signal made up of two sepa- 
rate fields. This is the normal display 
mode for home video. 

interleave /,1ntor'lirv/ noun a method 
of storing data on alternate tracks on a hard 
disk drive to slow down data transfer rates 
to match a slower processor O Fast com- 
puters run the hard disk with no interleave 
factor, since they can cope with the fast 
flow of data to and from the hard disk. 
interleaved /,ntor'li:vd/ adjective re- 
ferring to sections of two programs exe- 
cuted alternately to give the impression 
that they are running simultaneously 
interleaved memory /,ntorlizvd 
'mem(a)ri/ noun memory containing two 
separate banks of data used together in se- 
quence 

interleave factor /,mtor,li:v ‘fekto/ 
noun the ratio of sectors skipped between 
access operations on a hard disk (NOTE: In 
a hard disk with an interleave of 3, the 
first sector is read, then three sectors are 
skipped and the next sector is read. This 
is used to allow hard disks with slow ac- 
cess time to store more data on the disk.) 
interleaving /,mtor'li:vi/ noun 1. the 
technique of dealing with slices or sections 
of processes alternately, so that they ap- 
pear to be executed simultaneously 2. the 
process of dividing data storage into sec- 
tions so that each can be accessed sepa- 
rately 


interlock /,ınto'lok/ noun a security de- 
vice that is part of the logon prompt and re- 
quires a password lm verb to prevent a de- 
vice from performing another task until 
the present one has been completed 
interlude /‘mnto,lu:d/ noun a small ini- 
tial routine at the start of a program that 
carries out housekeeping tasks 
intermediate access memory 
/ntami:dist ,ekses 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
full form of IAM 

intermediate code  /,1ntomi:diat 
'kəud/ noun a code used by a computer or 
assembler during the translation of a high- 
level code to machine code 
intermediate file /,mtomi:dist 'farl/ 
noun a file containing partially processed 
data that will be used at a later date to com- 
plete a task 

intermediate storage /,intomi:diat 
'storrid3/ noun a temporary area of mem- 
ory for items which are currently being 
processed 

intermediate system /,ntomi:diat 
'sıstəm/ noun (on the Internet) a router or 
other device that links a network or user to 
the Internet. Abbr IS 

intermediate system to intermedi- 
ate system /intomi:dist ,sistom to 
Intomi:disat 'ststom/ noun full form of 
IS-IS 

intermittent error /,1ntomit(s)nt 'erə/ 
noun an error which apparently occurs 
randomly in a computer or communica- 
tions system due to a program fault or 
noise (NOTE: These errors are very diffi- 
cult to trace and correct due to their ap- 
parent random appearance.) 

internal arithmetic /in,ts:n(o)l ə 
'r1Q@motik/ noun arithmetical operations 
performed by the ALU 

internal character code /in,ts:n(o)l 
'kærıktə ,|koud/ noun a representation of 
characters in a particular operating system 
internal command /in,ts:n(0)l_ ko 
'ma:nd/ noun a command that is part of 
the operating system, rather than of a sep- 
arate utility program O In MS-DOS, the in- 
ternal command DIR is used frequently. 
internal format /in,ts:n(o)l 'fo:met/ 
noun a format in which data and instruc- 
tions are represented within a CPU or 
backing store 

internal hard disk /in,ts:n(o)l 'ha:d 
,disk/ noun a hard disk drive mounted in- 
side the main case of a computer 
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internal language /m,tsin(ə)l 
‘lengwid3/ noun a language used in a 
computer system that is not under the di- 
rect control of the operator 

internally stored program /in 
,tsin(9)li stord 'prougræm/ noun a com- 
puter program code that is stored in a 
ROM device in a computer system and 
does not have to be loaded from backing 
store 


internal memory /in,t3:n(a)l 
'mem(a)ri/ noun storage space that is 
available within the main computer and is 
under its direct control. Also called inter- 
nal store 


internal modem /in,ts:n(9)l_ ,məu 
‘dem/ noun a modem on an expansion 
card that fits into an expansion connector 
and transfers information to the processor 
through the bus, rather than connecting to 
a serial port 

internal sort /in'ts:n(9)l so:t/ noun a 
sorting program using only the main mem- 
ory of a system 

internal store /in,ts:n(o)l 'sto:/ noun 
same as internal memory 


International Business Machines 
/mtonef(e)nol 'biznos mo,fimnz/ full 
form of IBM 


international file format 
/,intoneJ(9)nol ‘fail ,fo:met/ noun full 
form of IFF 


International MIDI Association 
/imtonef(a)nol ‘midi ə, səusierf(ə)n/ 
noun a professional organisation that cov- 
ers subjects including authoring languag- 
es, formats, and intellectual property. Abbr 
IMA 


International Standards Organiza- 
tion /, tone f(a)nal 'staendadz 
organaizelf(a)n/ noun an organisation 
which creates and regulates standards for 
many types of computer and networking 
products. Abbr ISO 

International Standards Organiza- 
tion Open System Interconnec- 
tion /,mtonzf(a)nal staeendadz 
orgonaizerf(a)n jsupon sistom 
ntoka'nekf(a)n/ noun a standardised 
ISO network design that is constructed in 
layered form, with each layer having a 
specific task. The design allows different 
systems to communicate if they conform 
to the standard. Abbr ISO/OSI 

Internet /‘Intonet/ noun an international 
wide area network that provides file and 


data transfer, together with electronic mail 
functions for millions of users around the 
world. ò HTTP, POP 3, SMTP, World 
Wide Web 


Internet Activities Board / mntonet 
ek'tivitiz ,bo:d/ noun full form of IAB 


Internet address /'‘intonet 9,dres/ 
noun a unique number that identifies the 
precise location of a particular node on the 
Internet The address is a 32-bit number 
usually written in dotted decimal format, 
i.e. in the form ‘123.33.22.32’, and it is 
used by the TCP/IP protocol. A domain 
name system is used to convert a domain 
name, e.g. ‘bloomsbury.com’, into a full 
Internet address. Also called IP address 


Internet architecture board 
/intonet ‘arkitektfa ,bo:d/ noun a 
group that monitors and manages the de- 
velopment of the Internet. Abbr IAB 
(NOTE: Its members include the IETF and 
the IRTF.) 

Internet Assigned Numbers Au- 
thority /,imtonet 9,sarnd 'namboz ə: 
,8vriti/ noun a group that assigns unique 
identifying numbers to the different proto- 
cols and network products used on the In- 
ternet. Abbr IANA 

Internet banking /,mtonet 'benkin/ 
noun a system that allows customers to 
check their bank accounts, pay bills and 
transfer money by means of the Internet 


“...most banks now offer reasonable telephone and 
Internet banking facilities.’ [The Guardian] 


Internet café /'intənet ,kæfe1r/ noun 
same as cybercafé 

Internet control message protocol 
/,ntonet kon,traul 'mesidz ,prautakol/ 
noun full form of ICMP 

Internet-draft /‘Intonet dra:ft/ adjec- 
tive referring to draft documents produced 
by the IETF that often lead to RFCs. Abbr 
I-D 

Internet engineering steering 
group /imtonet ,end3inrorin 'stiorin 
gru:p/ noun a group that reviews Internet 
standards and manages the IETF. Abbr 
IESG 

Internet engineering task force 
/ntonet ,end3imiorin 'tarsk ,fors/ noun 
full form of IETF 

Internet Explorer /mtonet 1k 
'sploira/ noun a web browser developed 
by Microsoft which allows a user to view 
formatted HTML information such as 
webpages on the Internet. Abbr IE 


Internet Information Server 


180 





Internet group management pro- 
tocol /,mtonet gru:p 'menid3mont 
,proutəkol/ noun full form of IGMP 
Internet Information Server 
/imtonet ,infa'meif(a)n ,s31və/ noun 
full form of IIS 

Internet merchant account 
/intenet 'msitfent o,kaunt/ noun a 
business bank account that allows the busi- 
ness to accept credit card payments via the 
Internet. Many businesses have a merchant 
account, allowing them to accept credit 
card payments by telephone or mail, but 
still need a separate IMA to accept pay- 
ments via the net. Abbr IMA 

Internet message access protocol 
/ntanet 'mesid3z ,ekses ,proutokol/ 
noun full form of IMAP 

Internet number /‘intonet ,nambə/ 
noun » Internet address 

Internet protocol /mtonet 
‘proutokpl/ noun full form of IP 
Internet protocol address /,1mtonet 
\provtokpl a'dres/ noun full form of IP 
address. » Internet address 

Internet relay chat /mtonet ,ri:ler 
'tfeet/ noun a system that allows many us- 
ers to participate in a chat session in which 
each user can send messages and sees the 
text of any other user. Abbr IRC 
Internet research task force 
/ntonet r1,s3itf 'tarsk fors/ noun full 
form of IRTF 

Internet server application pro- 
gram interface /mtonet s3:vo 
yeplikerf(a)n 'prougræm ,Intofers/ 
noun full form of ISAPI 

Internet service provider /,mtonet 
'ssivıs pra, vaido/ noun full form of ISP 
Internet Society /'ıntənet sə,sarəti/ 
noun an organisation that has the task of 
maintaining and enhancing the Internet. It 
is made up of committees, such as the In- 
ternet Advisory Board and the Internet En- 
gineering Task Force, and is not linked to 
any government or company, so that it pro- 
vides an independent view of the future of 
the Internet. 

Internet telephony /,1ntonet tə 
'lefəni/ noun a system that allows users to 
make telephone calls using the Internet to 
carry the voice signals. To make a call, us- 
ers need a computer with a sound card fit- 
ted and a microphone and loudspeaker 
plugged in, and special software manages 
the connection and transfers the voice data 
over the Internet. (NOTE: This system is 


particularly appealing if you have low- 
cost dial-up access to the Internet, since 
it allows you to make long distance calls 
for the low-price you pay for your Internet 
connection.) 

Internetwork /,1nto'netwa:k/ noun a 
number of networks connected together 
using bridges or routers to allow users on 
one network to access any resource on any 
other of the connected networks 
Internetwork Packet Exchange 
/ntonetwsik 'pækıt 1ks,tfemd3/ a 
trade name for a network protocol devel- 
oped by Novell that is used to transfer 
packets of information over a network. 
Abbr IPX 

interoperability  /,ıntəppərə'bılıti/ 
noun the ability of two devices or comput- 
ers to exchange information 
interpolation /m,ts:pa'lerf(9)n/ noun 
the calculation of intermediate values be- 
tween two points 

interpret /m'ts:prit/ verb to translate 
what is said in one language into another 
interpretative code /in,ts:rpritotiv 
'kaud/ noun a code used with an interpre- 
tative program 

interpretative program /m 
itsirpritotiv 'praugrem/ noun software 
that translates high level interpretative 
code into machine code instructions at 
run-time 

interpreted language /in,ts:pritd 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage that is executed by an interpreter 
interpreter /n'ts:prita/ noun a piece of 
software used to translate a user’s high- 
level program into machine code at the 
time of execution. Compare compiler 
(NOTE: A compiler translates the high-lev- 
el language into machine code and then 
executes it, whereas an interpreter 
makes a translation in real time.) 
interrecord gap /,1ntoreko:id 'gæp/ 
noun same as interblock gap 
interrogate /1n'teragert/ verb to send a 
request for information to a computer de- 
vice or program 

interrupt /,1nta'rapt/ noun 1. the stop- 
ping of a transmission as a result of an ac- 
tion at the receiving end of a system 2. a 
signal which diverts a central processing 
unit from one task to another that has high- 
er priority, allowing the CPU to return to 
the first task later 

interrupt disable /'ıntərapt dis 
,e1b(a)l/ noun the process of disabling an 
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interrupt by resetting a bit in the interrupt 
mask to zero 

interrupt-driven /‘intorapt ,driv(o)n/ 
adjective referring to a program that 
works in response to an interrupt 
interrupt enable /‘mtorapt 1n,e1b(o)I/ 
noun the process of arming an interrupt by 
setting a bit in the interrupt mask 
interrupt handler /‘intorapt ,hendlo/ 
noun a piece of software that accepts inter- 
rupt signals and acts on them, e.g. by run- 
ning a special routine or sending data to a 
peripheral. Abbr IH 

interrupt level /intorapt lev(o)l/ 
noun the priority assigned to the interrupt 
from a peripheral 

interrupt line /‘mtorapt lam/ noun a 
connection to a central processing unit 
from outside the system that allows exter- 
nal devices to use the CPU’s interrupt fa- 
cility O This printer port design uses an 
interrupt line to let the CPU know it is 
ready to receive data. 

interrupt mask /‘Intorapt marsk/ 
noun a term in computer programming 
that selects which interrupt lines are to be 
activated 

interrupt priorities /'ıntərapt prar 
,britiz/ plural noun the order in which var- 
ious interrupts are accepted by a central 
processing unit 

interrupt request /'ıntərapt ri 
.kwest/ noun a signal from a device that 
indicates to the CPU that it requires atten- 
tion. Abbr IRQ 

interrupt servicing /'ıntərapt 
,S3IVISIp/ noun the process of carrying 
out some action when an interrupt is de- 
tected, e.g. running a routine 

interrupt signal /‘mtorapt ,stgn(o)l/ 
noun a voltage pulse from a peripheral 
sent to the CPU requesting attention 
interrupt stacking /'ıntərapt 
,Steekin/ noun the process of storing inter- 
rupts in a queue and processing them ac- 
cording to interrupt priorities 
intersection /'into,sekfan/ noun a log- 
ical function whose output is only true if 
both its inputs are true 

interval /'iıntəv(ə)l/ noun a short pause 
between two actions O There was an inter- 
val between pressing the key and the start- 
ing of the printout. 

interword spacing = /into,wa:d 
‘speisin/ noun variable spacing between 
words in a text, used to justify lines 


intimate /'ıntımət/ adjective referring 
to software that operates and interacts 
closely with hardware in a system 

intra /‘1ntro/, intra frame /‘Intro frerm/ 
noun a reference frame used to synchro- 
nise video data that has been compressed 
using the MPEG system 

intraframe coding /,ntrofrem 
'koudin/ noun a method of compression 
that works on one video frame at a time, 
this is less efficient than interframe coding 
intranet /‘mtronet/ noun a private net- 
work of computers within a company that 
provides similar functions to the Internet , 
e.g. electronic mail, newsgroups and ac- 
cess to the WWW, without the associated 
security risks of making the information 
public or linking the company to a public 
network. ò firewall, Internet, LAN, web 
server 

intruder /m'tru:da/ noun a person who 
is not authorised to use a computer or con- 
nect to a network. ù firewall, hacker 
inverse /,1n'v3:s/ noun a state of a signal 
or device that is the logical opposite of an- 
other O The inverse of true is false. 
inverse video /,1nva:s 'vidiou/ noun a 
television effect created by swapping the 
background and foreground text display 
colours 

inversion /tn'v3:J(9)n/ noun the proc- 
ess of changing over the numbers in a bi- 
nary word, one to zero and zero to one O 
The inversion of a binary digit takes place 
in one’s complement. 

invert /,1n'v3:t/ verb to change all binary 
ones to zeros and zeros to ones 

inverted backbone = /in,va:tid 
'bækbəun/ noun a network architecture in 
which the hub is the centre of the network 
and all sub networks connect to the hub 
(NOTE: In a traditional backbone network 
the sub networks connect to the cable 
that is the main backbone.) 

inverted commas /in,vz2:tid 'koməz/ 
plural noun a printing sign (") that is usu- 
ally used to indicate a quotation 
inverted file /in,va:tid 'fatl/ noun a file 
with an index entry for every data item 
inverter /n'v3:tə/ noun 1. a logical gate 
that provides inversion facilities 2. a cir- 
cuit used to provide alternating current 
supply from a DC battery source 
invisible /n'vızıb(ə)l/ adjective visible 
on a DTP page or graphics layout during 
the design phase, but not printed 


invitation 
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invitation /,mvi'terf(9)n/ noun action 
by a processor to contact another device 
and allow it to send a message 
invitation to send /,1nviterf(a)n to 
‘send/ noun a special character transmit- 
ted to indicate to a device that the host 
computer is willing to receive messages. 
Abbr ITS 

invoke /in'vauk/ verb to start or to run a 
program, often a memory-resident utility 


“...when an error is detected, the editor may be in- 
voked and positioned at the statement in error’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


I/O /,at 'au/ noun the process of receiving 
or transmitting data between a computer 
and its peripherals, and other points out- 
side the system. Full form input/output 
I/O address /,ar 'əu 9,dres/ noun the 
memory location that is used by an I/O 
port to transfer data with the CPU 

I/O bound /,a1 əv 'baund/ adjective re- 
ferring to a processor that is doing very lit- 
tle processing since its time is taken up 
reading or writing data from a I/O port 
/O buffer /,ar 'ou ,bafa/ noun a tempo- 
rary storage area for data waiting to be in- 
put or output 

I/O bus /,ar ‘au ,bas/ noun a link that al- 
lows data and control signals to be trans- 
ferred between a CPU and memory or pe- 
ripheral devices 

I/O channel /,ar 'əu ‚tfæn(ə)l/ noun a 
link between a processor and peripheral, 
allowing data transfer 

I/O device /,ar '9u di,vats/ noun a pe- 
ripheral such as a terminal in a workstation 
that can be used for both inputting and out- 
putting data to a processor 

I/O file /,ar 'əu ,fatl/ noun a file whose 
contents have been or will be transferred 
from storage to a peripheral 

I/O instruction /,a1 'əu ,mstrakf(a)n/ 
noun a computer programming instruction 
that allows data to be input or output from 
a processor 

I/O mapping /,a1 ou 'mzpin/ noun a 
method of assigning a special address to 
each I/O port in a microcomputer rather 
than a memory location 

ion deposition /'aton ,depozif(a)n/ 
noun printing technology that uses a print- 
head that deposits ions to create a charged 
image which attracts the toner 

IOP abbr input/output processor 

I/O port /,ar ‘ou ,po:t/ noun a circuit or 
connector that provides an input/output 
channel to another device 


I/O redirection /ar ou __,ri:dar 
'rekf(9)n/ noun the process of transfer- 
ring data to an I/O port rather than to its 
normal destination O Using I/O redirec- 
tion, we send all the data from the key- 
board to the printer port instead of the 
monitor. 

IORQ abbr input/output request 

ip abbr information provider 

IP /,at 'pi:/ noun one part of the TCP/IP 
standard that defines how data is trans- 
ferred over a network. Full form Internet 
protocol 

i/p, VP abbr input 

IP address /at 'pi: 9,dres/ noun Inter- 
net protocol address 

IP Datagram /,a1 pi: 'dertograem/ noun 
a packet of data transferred across a 
TCP/IP network 

IPL abbr initial program loader 

IP multicast /,ar pi: ‘maltika:st/ noun 
a transmission in which one set of data is 
sent out to several recipients simultane- 
ously 

IPng /,ar pi: en 'd3i:/ noun an upgrade of 
the Internet Protocol that allows more 
computers to connect to the Internet and 
supports more data traffic. Full form Inter- 
net Protocol next generation 

ips /,at pi: 'es/ noun a way of showing 
the speed of tape past the read/write heads. 
Full form inches per second 

IPSE abbr integrated project support en- 
vironment 

Ipsec, IP Security noun a set of security 
protocols that allows information to be 
transferred securely over the Internet and 
is used to set up and support secure virtual 
private networks. The system works with 
packets of data at the IP layer and supports 
two types of public-key data encryption. 
The first, called Transport mode, encrypts 
the data within a packet, but does not touch 
the header information, which contains the 
destination address, subject and source of 
a packet. The second mode, Tunnel mode, 
provides a greater level of security by en- 
crypting all of the packet, including the 
header information. 

IP spoofing /,a1 ,pi: 'spu:fm/ noun a 
method of gaining unauthorised access to 
a computer or network by pretending to be 
an authorised computer or device (NOTE: 
Each device on the network has its own 
unique IP address, and many security 
systems block or allow access to net- 
works depending on the IP address of 
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the computer that is requesting access. 
A hacker finds an IP address that is al- 
lowed, then modifies the header informa- 
tion in the data packets from his or her 
own computer to include this IP address. 
Newer routers and firewalls use a range 
of techniques to spot this scheme and 
block the data.) 

ip terminal /,a1 ,pi: 'ts:mim(o9)I/ noun a 
special visual display unit that allows us- 
ers to create and edit videotext pages be- 
fore sending them to the main videotext 
page database 

IPX abbr Internetwork Packet Exchange 
IR abbr 1. information retrieval 2. index 
register 3. instruction register 

IRC abbr Internet relay chat 

IrDA /,ar a: di: 'e1/ noun a standard meth- 
od used to transfer information via an in- 
frared light beam, often from a laptop or 
PDA to a printer or desktop computer. Full 
form infrared data association 

IRQ /,at a: 'kju:/ noun interrupt request. 
Full form interrupt request 

irregular polygon Aregjula 
‘ppligon/ noun an enclosed graphic object 
that has a number of sides of unequal 
length 

IRSG /,ar a: es 'd3i:/ noun a group that 
manages the Internet research task force 
and is part of the Internet Society (see) 
Full form Internet research steering 
group 

IRTF /,a1 a: ti: 'ef/ noun a committee that 
is part of the IAB and researches new In- 
ternet standards before referring them to 
the IETF for approval. Full form Internet 
research task force 

ISA /,a1 es 'e1/ noun a standard used for 
the 16-bit expansion bus in an IBM PC or 
compatible. Full form Industry Standard 
Architecture. Compare EISA, MCA 
ISAM abbr indexed sequential access 
method 

ISAPI /,ar es e1 ar 'pi:/ noun (on a Win- 
dows NT server) a set of commands and 
procedures that allow web server software 
to access other applications on the same 
server running Windows NT. Full form In- 
ternet server application program in- 
terface 

ISDN /,ar es di: 'en/ noun a method of 
digital data transmission. It utilises the ex- 
isting telephone network, but omits the 
digital/analog conversion required by con- 
ventional telephonic equipment; the cus- 
tomer therefore has a fully digital connec- 


tion. ISDN connections usually provide 
two 64K bps channels, which can work in- 
dependently or be combined to achieve 
transfer speeds of 128K bps. Full form in- 
tegrated services digital network 
IS-IS /1z 1z/ noun an OSI protocol that al- 
lows data to be transferred between rout- 
ers. Full form intermediate system to 
intermediate system 

ISO abbr International Standards Organi- 
zation 

ISO 9660 noun a standard method of 
storing files on a CD-ROM, used in many 
formats including PhotoCD 
isochronous network /a1,sokron(9)s 
‘netw3tk/ noun a network in which all the 
components on the network run from a 
common clock so that their timing is uni- 
form 

isochronous transmission /ar 
spkron(a)s_ trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun the 
transfer of asynchronous data over a syn- 
chronous link 

isolate /'arsə,lert/ verb to separate 
something from a system 

isolated location /,atsoleitid lou 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun a storage location that 
cannot be directly accessed by a user’s 
program, so that it is protected against ac- 
cidental erasure 

isolation transformer /,atso,lerf(9)n 
treens'formo/ noun a transformer used to 
isolate equipment from direct connection 
with the mains electricity supply, in case 
of voltage spikes 

isolator /‘atsaletta/ noun a device or 
material which isolates 

isometric view /,atsou'metrik vju:/ 
noun (in graphics) a drawing that shows 
all three dimensions of an object in equal 
proportion O An isometric view does not 
show any perspective. 

ISO/OSI model /,a1 es ou əv es ‘ar 
impd(a)I/ noun a layered architecture that 
defines how computers and networks 
should interact 

ISP /,a1 es 'pi:/ noun a company that pro- 
vides one of the permanent links that make 
up the Internet and sells connections to 
private users and companies to allow them 
to access the Internet. Full form Internet 
service provider 

ISR abbr information storage and retriev- 
al 

IT abbr information technology 

italic /1'tzelik/ noun type of character 
font in which the characters slope to the 
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right O The headline is printed in italic 
and underlined. 

item size /‘attam satz/ noun the 
number of characters or digits in an item of 
data 

iterate /'rtərert/ noun a loop or series of 
instructions in a program which repeat 
over and over again until the program is 
completed. Also called iterative routine 
iteration /,1to're1f(a)n/ noun the repeat- 
ed application of a program to solve a 
problem 

iterative process /,Itorativ 'prauses/ 
noun a process that is continuously repeat- 
ed until a condition is met 


J 


jabber /'d3æbə/ noun a continuous ran- 
dom signal transmitted by a faulty adapter 
card or node on a network 

jack /d3ek/, jack plug noun a plug 
which consists of a single pin 

jaggies /'dzzgi:z/ plural noun jagged 
edges which appear along diagonal or 
curved lines displayed on a computer 
screen, caused by the size of each pixel. ù 
aliasing, anti-aliasing 

Java /'dza:vo/ a trade name for a pro- 
gramming language and program defini- 
tion developed by Sun Microsystems. Java 
is used to create small applications de- 
signed to enhance the functionality of a 
webpage. It is similar to object-oriented 
languages such as C++ and can run on any 
compatible platform. Compare JavaS- 
cript 

Java Beans /‘d3a:vo bi:nz/ a trade 
name for a software system, developed by 
Sun Microsystems, that provides objects 
within the Java programming language, 
and is similar to COM and CORBA and 
can work with both these standards 

Java Database Connectivity 
/,d3zarva ,dettobeis ,konek'tiviti/ a 


iterative routine /,1torotrv ru:'ti:n/ 
noun same as iterate 

ITS abbr invitation to send 

IV /,a1 'vi:/ noun a system that uses a com- 
puter linked to a video disk player to pro- 
vide processing power and real images or 
moving pictures. Full form interactive 
video (NOTE: This system is often used in 
teaching. A student is asked questions, 
and if he or she answers correctly, the 
system responds by providing a filmed 
sequence from the videodisk.) 


trade name for a set of standard functions 
that allow a programmer to access a data- 
base from within a Java application. Abbr 
JDBC 


JavaScript /‘dza:voskript/ a trade 
name for set of programming commands 
that can be included within a normal web- 
page written using HTML commands. 
When the web browser loads the webpage, 
it runs the JavaScript commands, normally 
used to create special effects to a webpage. 
Compare HTML, Perl, VBScript 


JCL /,dzar si: 'el/ noun a set of com- 
mands that identify, and describe resourc- 
es required by, a job that a computer has to 
process. Full form job control language 
JDBC abbr Java Database Connectivity 
jet /d3et/» ink-jet printer 

jitter /'d31tə/ noun 1. the rapid small up- 
and-down movement of characters or pix- 
els on a screen displaying image bits in a 
facsimile transmission O Looking at this 
screen jitter is giving me a headache. 2. a 
fault in a transmission line that causes 
some of the data bits being transmitted to 
be corrupted 
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JK-flip-flop /,d3e1 ker 'flıp flop/ noun 
a flip-flop device with two inputs, J and K, 
and two complementary outputs that are 
dependent on the inputs 

job /d30b/ noun a task or a number of 
tasks to be processed as a single unit O The 
next job to be processed is to sort all the 
records. 

job control file /‘d3pb kon,troul farl/ 
noun a file which contains instructions in 
aJCL 

job control language /,d3pb kon 
'trəul langwid3/ noun full form of JCL 
job control program /‘d3pb kon 
\troul ,prougreem/ noun a short program 
of job control instructions loaded before a 
particular application is run, setting up the 
system as required by the application 

job file /‘dgpb ,farl/ noun a file contain- 
ing jobs waiting to be processed, or the 
names of jobs waiting to be processed 
job mix /'d3pb ,mrks/ noun the jobs be- 
ing executed at any one time in a system 
job number /dzob 'nambo/ noun a 
number which is given to a job in a queue, 
waiting to be processed 

job orientated language /,d3pb 
orriontertid 'langwid3/ noun a compu- 
ter programming language that provides 
specialised instructions relating to job 
control tasks and processing 

job orientated terminal /,d3pb 
orriontertid 'tsrmin(a)l/ noun a compu- 
ter terminal designed for and used for a 
particular task 

job priority /d3pb prat'priti/ noun the 
importance of a particular job compared to 
others 

job processing /d3pb_,pro'sesin/ 
noun the process of reading in job control 
instructions from an input source and exe- 
cuting them 

job queue /'d3pb ,kju:/ noun a number 
of tasks arranged in an order waiting to be 
processed in a multitasking or batch sys- 
tem 

job scheduling /‘d3vb__(fedju:lin/ 
noun the process of arranging the order in 
which jobs are to be processed 

job statement control /'d3pb 
,stertmont kon,traul/ noun the use of in- 
structions and statements to control the ac- 
tions of the operating system of a compu- 
ter 

job step /‘dzpb ,step/ noun one unit of 
processing involved in a task 


job stream /'d3pb ,stri:m/ noun same 
as job queue 

jog/shuttle, jog/shuttle control noun 
a manual control on a video player or cam- 
era that allows a user to edit a sequence 
(NOTE: Jog moves the tape one frame a 
time, shuttle moves the tape more rapid- 
ly.) 

join /d3o1n/ verb to combine two or more 
pieces of information to produce a single 
unit of information o join files an instruc- 
tion to produce a new file consisting of one 
file added to the end of another E noun a 
logical function that produces a true output 
if any input is true 

joint denial /dzomt di'naral/ noun a 
logical function whose output is false if 
any input is true 

Joint Photographic Experts 
Group /,d3omt fouto,grefiks 
'‘eksps:ts grurp/ noun full form of JPEG 
journal /'d33:n(a)I/ noun 1. a record of 
all communications to and from a terminal 
2. a list of any changes or updates to a file 
O The modified records were added to the 
master file and noted in the journal. 
journal file /'d33:n(0)l farl/ noun a 
stored record of every communication be- 
tween a user and the central computer, 
used to help retrieve files after a system 
crash or fault 

joystick /'d3o1,strk/ noun a device that 
allows a user to move a cursor around the 
screen by moving an upright rod connect- 
ed to an I/O port on the computer 
joystick port /'d3o1,stik po:t/ noun a 
socket and interfacing circuit into which a 
joystick can be plugged 

JPEG /'d3er peg/ noun a standard that 
defines a way of storing graphic images in 
a compressed format in a file on disk. Full 
form Joint Photographic Experts 
Group 

JPEG++ /,d3ai peg plas 'plas/ noun an 
extension to JPEG that allows parts of an 
image to be compressed in different ways 
JScript /‘dzatskript/ a trade name for a 
version of JavaScript developed by Micro- 
soft 

jukebox /‘dgu:k,boks/ noun a CD- 
ROM drive that can hold several CD-ROM 
discs and select the correct disc when re- 
quired 

Julian date /'d3u:liən deit/ noun a date 
expressed as the number of days since 1 
January of the current year, so that, e.g., 1 
February would appear as 032 
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jumbo chip /'dzambəu tfrp/ noun an 
integrated circuit made using the whole of 
a semiconductor wafer. ù wafer scale in- 
tegration 

jump /d3amp/ noun a programming 
command to end one set of instructions 
and direct the processor to another section 
of the program m verb to direct a CPU to 
another section of a program 

jumper /'dzampə/ noun a temporary 
wire connection on a circuit board 
jumper-selectable /d3ampo sı 
‘lektab(a)l/ adjective referring to a circuit 
or device whose options can be selected by 
positioning various wire connections O 
The printer’s typeface was jumper-selecta- 
ble. 

jump on zero /,d3amp pn 'ziorau/ 
noun a conditional jump executed if a flag 
or register is zero 

jump operation §$/djamp_,ppo 
'rerf(9)n/ noun an operation in which the 
CPU is sent from the instruction it is cur- 
rently executing to another point in the 
program 

junction /‘d3ankfon/ noun a connection 
between wires or cables 


junction box /‘d3ankfan boks/ noun a 
small box where a number of wires can be 
interconnected 


junction transistor /,d3ankfon træn 
'z1sta/ noun same as bipolar transistor 


junk /d3ank/ noun information or hard- 
ware which is useless or out of date or non- 
functional m verb to make a file or piece of 
hardware redundant o to junk a file to 
erase or delete from storage a file that is no 
longer used 


justification /,d3astifi'ke1f(9)n/ noun 
the process of moving data bits or charac- 
ters to the left or right so that the lines have 
straight margins 

justify /'d3ast1,fat/ verb 1. to change the 
spacing between words or characters in a 
document so that the left and right margins 
will be straight 2. to shift the contents of a 
computer register by a set amount 
justify inhibit /'dzastıfar m,hrbrt/ 
noun an instruction to prevent a word 
processor justifying a document 

justify margin /,dzastifar 'ma:d3ın/ 
noun » left justify, right justify 














K 


K symbol kilo 

K6 a trade name for a 64-bit processor de- 
veloped by AMD Corporation as a rival to 
the Intel Pentium series of processors 
K56flex a trade name for a communica- 
tions standard developed by Hayes, Pace 
and other manufacturers for a range of 
high-speed modems that can transfer data 
at 56,000 bits per second. ù V series, X2 
Kaleida Labs a company formed as a 
joint venture between Apple and IBM to 
produce cross-platform multimedia au- 
thoring tools 

Karnaugh map /'ka:nou mæp/ noun a 
graphical representation of states and con- 


ditions in a logic circuit O The prototype 
was checked for hazards with a Karnaugh 
map. 

KB, Kb abbr kilobyte 

Kbit /'ke1 bit/ abbr kilobit 

Kbps /,ker bi: pi: 'es/ noun a measure of 
the amount of data that a device can trans- 
fer each second O A fast modem can trans- 


fer data at a rate of 33.6Kbps, whereas an 


ISDN adapter can transfer data at a rate 
of 64Kbps. Full form kilo bits per sec- 
ond 

Kbyte /'ker bait/ abbr kilobyte 
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Kermit /‘ks:mit/ noun a file transfer pro- 
tocol usually used when downloading data 
with a modem 


kern /ksin/ verb to adjust the space be- 
tween pairs of letters so that they are print- 
ed closer together 


kernel /'ks3:n(a)I/ noun the essential in- 
struction routines required as a basis for 
any operations in a computer system 
(NOTE: Kernel routines are usually hidden 
from the user. They are used by the op- 
erating system for tasks such as loading 
a program or displaying text on a screen.) 


key /ki:/ noun 1. a button on a keyboard 
that operates a switch O There are 64 keys 
on the keyboard. 2. an important object or 
group of characters in a computer system, 
used to represent an instruction or set of 
data 3. a special combination of numbers 
or characters that are used with a cipher to 
encrypt or decrypt a message O Type this 
key into the machine, it will decode the last 
message. 4. an identification code or word 
used for a stored record or data item O We 
selected all the records with the word 
‘disk’ in their keys. @ verb o to key in to 
enter text or commands via a keyboard O 
They keyed in the latest data. 


keyboard /'ki:bo:d/ noun a number of 
keys fixed together in some order, used to 
enter information into a computer W verb 
to enter information by using a keyboard O 
It was cheaper to have the manuscript key- 
boarded by another company. 
*...the main QWERTY typing area is in the centre of 
the keyboard with the 10 function keys on the left’ 
[Personal Computer World] 
keyboard contact bounce /,ki:bo:d 
ikontekt 'bauns/ noun multiple signals 
from a key pressed just once, due to a 
faulty switch and key bounce 
keyboard encoder /ki:bo:d in 
,kəudə/ noun the way in which each key 
generates a unique word when pressed 
keyboarder /'ki:bo:da/ noun a person 
who enters data via a keyboard 
keyboarding /ki:bo:d1n/ noun the ac- 
tion of entering data using a keyboard O 
The cost of keyboarding is calculated in 
keystrokes per hour. 
keyboard layout /‘ki:bo:d letaut/ 
noun the way in which the various func- 
tion and character keys are arranged on a 
keyboard 
keyboard overlay /‘ki:bo:d ,auvolet/ 
noun a strip of paper that is placed above 














the keys on a keyboard to indicate their 
function 

keyboard send/receive /,ki:bo:d 
send r1'sitv/ noun full form of KSR 
keyboard to disk entry /,ki:bo:d tə 
‘disk ,entri/ noun a system where infor- 
mation entered on a keyboard is stored di- 
rectly onto disk without any processing 
key click /'ki: klık/ noun a sound pro- 
duced by a computer to allow the operator 
to know that the key he pressed has been 
registered 

key combination l'ki: 
,„kombinerf(o)n/ noun a combination of 
two or more keys that carry out a function 
when pressed at the same time 

key database /'ki: ,dertəbers/ noun a 
database that holds all the keys used by a 
certificate authority 

keyed sequential access method 
/,kird sı,kwenfəl 'ækses ,meQad/ noun 
full form of KSAM 

key escrow /,ki: 'eskrau/ noun a sys- 
tem in which one person coverts computer 
data into a secret code but the key that en- 
ables this data to be decoded again is held 
by another person 

key feature /,ki: 'fi:tfa/ noun the most 
important feature O The key features of 
this system are: 20Mb of formatted storage 
with an access time of 60ms. 

key field /,ki: 'fi:ld/ noun a field which 
identifies entries in a record 

key frame /,ki: 'frerm/ noun 1. a single 
picture in an animation that describes the 
main actions in the sequence 2. (in a hy- 
pertext document) a page that gives the 
user a choice of destination 3. (in full mo- 
tion video) a frame that is recorded in full 
rather than being compressed or differen- 
tially recorded 

key matrix /,ki: 'mertriks/ noun the 
way in which the keys of a keyboard are 
arranged as an array of connections 

key number /‘ki: nambo/ noun a nu- 
meric code used to identify which key has 
been pressed 

key overlay /,ki: 'suvalet/ noun a paper 
placed over the keys on a keyboard de- 
scribing their functions for a particular ap- 
plication O Without the key overlay, I 
would never remember which function key 
does what. 

keypad /'ki:,pæd/ noun a group of spe- 
cial keys used for certain applications O 
You can use the numeric keypad to enter 
the figures. 
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‘...it uses a six button keypad to select the devices 
and functions’ [Byte] 


key punch /'ki: pantf/ noun a machine 
used for punching data into punched cards 
by means of a keyboard 

key rollover /,ki: 'raulauva/ noun the 
use of a buffer between the keyboard and 
computer to provide rapid key stroke stor- 
age for fast typists who hit several keys in 
rapid succession 

key shortcut /,ki: 'fo:tkat/ noun same 
as key combination 

keystone distortion /,ki:stoun dı 
'storf(a)n/ noun image distortion in 
which the vertical lines slant out towards 
the horizontal edges of the monitor. Also 
called trapezoidal distortion 

key strip /‘ki: strip/ noun a piece of pa- 
per above certain keys used to remind the 
operator of their special functions 
keystroke /‘ki:strauk/ noun the action 
of pressing a key O He keyboards at a rate 
of 3500 keystrokes per hour. 

keystroke count /‘ki:strouk ,kaunt/ 
noun a count of each keystroke made, of- 
ten used to calculate keyboarding costs 
keystroke verification §/,ki:strouk 
wertf1'kerf(a)n/ noun a check made on 
each key pressed to make sure it is valid 
for a particular application 

key terminal /,ki: 'tsımın(ə)l/ noun the 
most important terminal in a computer 
system or the one with the highest priority 
key-to-disk /,ki: to 'disk/ noun a sys- 
tem where data is keyed in and stored di- 
rectly on disk without any processing 
keyword /‘ki:ws:d/ noun a command 
word used in a programming language to 
provide a function O The BASIC keyword 
PRINT will display text on the screen. 
KHz abbr kilohertz 

kill /k1l/ verb to erase a file or stop a pro- 
gram during execution o kill file a com- 
mand to erase a stored file completely 
kilo /‘ktlou/ prefix 1. one thousand 2. 
(used only in computer and electronics 
applications) 1,024 units, equal to 2!° 
kilobaud /'kıləbo:d/ noun 1,000 bits per 
second 

kilobit /‘kilabit/ noun 1,024 bits of data. 
Abbr Kbit 

kilo bits per second /,ki:lou bits p3: 
'sekənd/ noun a measure of the amount of 
data that a device can transfer each second. 
Abbr Kbps 

kilobyte /'kıləu,bart/ noun a unit of 
measurement for high-capacity storage de- 














vices meaning 1,024 bytes of data. Abbr 
KB, Kbyte 

kilohertz /'kıləhs:ts/ noun a frequency 
of one thousand cycles per second. Abbr 
KHz 

kilo instructions per second /,kilou 
m,strakfenz ps3: 'sekond/ noun full 
form of KIPS 

Kilostream /‘kilastri:m/ a trade name 
for a leased line connection supplied by 
British Telecom that provides data transfer 
rates of 64Kbit per second 

kiloword /'ktlows:d/ noun a unit of 
measurement of 1,024 computer words 
kiosk /'ki:osk/ noun a small booth with 
a screen, a means of user input and a com- 
puter, used to provide information for the 
general public 

KIPS /,ker at pi: 'es/ noun one thousand 
computer instructions processed every 
second, used as a measure of computer 
power. Full form kilo instructions per 
second 

Klamath /'klamz6/ a trade name for the 
low-cost version of the Intel Pentium Pro 
processor 

kludge, kluge noun (informal) 1. a tem- 
porary correction made to a badly written 
or constructed piece of software or to a 
keyboarding error 2. hardware which 
should be used for demonstration purposes 
only 

kluged /klu:d3d/ adjective temporarily 
repaired 

knob /nvb/ noun a round button (such as 
on a monitor), which can be turned to con- 
trol some process O Turn the on/off knob. 
knowledge base /'nolıdz bers/ noun 
the computerised data in an expert system 
that can be used to solve a particular type 
of problem 

knowledge-based system /,nvlid3 
berst 'sistom/ noun a computer system 
that applies the stored reactions, instruc- 
tions and knowledge of experts in a partic- 
ular field to a problem 

knowledge engineering /'nvlid3 
,endziniorin/ noun the process of design- 
ing and writing expert computer systems 
knowledge industry  /'nolid3 
Indastri/ noun businesses that specialise 
in data processing or the development and 
use of information technology 

Kodak PhotoCD /,koudzk 'fautau si: 
di:/ » PhotoCD 
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KSAM / ke! es e1 'em/ noun a file struc- 
ture that allows data to be accessed using 
key fields or key field content. Full form 
keyed sequential access method 
KSR /,kei es 'a:/ noun a terminal which 
has a keyboard and monitor, and is linked 
to a CPU. Full form keyboard send/re- 
ceive. Compare ASR 

KW abbr 1. kilowatt 2. kiloword 

KWAC /kwek/ noun a library indexing 
system that uses keywords from the text 


and title as indexed entries. Full form key- 
word and context 

KWIC /kwik/ noun a library indexing 
system that uses keywords from the title or 
text of a book or document as an indexed 
entry followed by the text it relates to. Full 
form keyword in context 

KWOC /kwok/ noun a library indexing 
system that indexes books or document ti- 
tles under any relevant keywords. Full 
form keyword out of context 


L 


L1 cache /,el ‘wan ,kzf/ noun a small 
area of high-speed static RAM fitted to a 
processor chip that stores frequently used 
data to improve processing speed O The 
Intel Pentium processor contains 16Kb of 
L1 cache. Full form level one cache. ò 
cache 


L2 cache /,el 'tu: ,kæf/ noun a high- 
speed cache memory that is fitted to the 
computer’s motherboard and supplies data 
to the processor faster than the main mem- 
ory to improve performance. Full form 
level two cache. ù pipeline 


L2TP /,el tu: ti: 'pi:/ noun a network 
protocol, an extension to the PPP protocol, 
that allows the data from small Virtual Pri- 
vate Networks to be transferred over a net- 
work such as the public Internet. Full form 
layer two tunneling protocol. ù tunnel- 
ling, PPP, protocol (NOTE: L2TP oper- 
ates enclosing the network packets from 
the Virtual Private Network within a spe- 
cial packet that can then travel over the 
Internet, a process called tunneling.) 


label /‘le1b(9)I/ noun 1. a word or other 
symbol used in a computer program to 
identify a routine or statement O BASIC 
uses many program labels such as line 
numbers. 2. a character or set of characters 
used to identify a variable or piece of data 


or a file W verb to print an address on a la- 
bel 

label field /'lerb(ə)l fi:ld/ noun an item 
of data in a record that contains a label 
labelling /‘letb(a)l1n/ noun 1. the proc- 
ess of putting a label on something O The 
word-processor has a special utility allow- 
ing simple and rapid labelling. 2. the proc- 
ess of printing labels 

label printer /'lerb(ə)l ,printa/ noun a 
special printer used to print addresses onto 
continuous labels 

label record /‘letb(9)l ,reko:d/ noun a 
record containing identification for a 
stored file 

lag /lzeg/ noun the time taken for an im- 
age to be no longer visible after it has been 
displayed on a CRT screen (NOTE: Lag is 
caused by long persistence phosphor.) 
lambda calculus /,lamdo 'kelkjulos/ 
noun a theory of mathematical functions 
and the way they combine, used as the ba- 
sis for some high-level computer program- 
ming languages 

LAN, lan noun a network where the vari- 
ous terminals and equipment are all within 
a short distance of one another, e.g. in the 
same building, and can be interconnected 
by cables. Full form local area network 


‘The opportunities to delete and destroy data are far 
greater on our LAN than in the days when we had a 
mainframe. PC people are culturally different from 
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mainframe people. You really don’t think about se- 
curity problems when you can physically lock your 
system up in a closet.’ [Computing] 


landing zone /‘landin zaun/ noun an 
area of a hard disk which does not carry 
data. The head can come into contact with 
the disk in this area without damaging the 
disk or data. ù park 

landline /‘lan(d),lain/ noun a commu- 
nications link that uses cable to physically 
and electrically link two devices 
landscape /'‘lendskerp/ noun the ori- 
entation of a page or piece of paper where 
the longest edge is horizontal. Compare 
portrait 

language /‘lengwid3/ noun a system of 
words or symbols which allows communi- 
cation with computers, especially one that 
allows computer instructions to be entered 
as words which are easy to understand, 
and then translates them into machine 
code 


COMMENT: There are three main types of com- 
puter languages: machine code, assembler 
and high-level language. The more high-level 
the language is, the easier it is to program and 
understand, but the slower it is to execute. 
The following are the commonest high-level 
languages: ADA, ALGOL, APL, BASIC, C, 
C++, COBOL, COMAL, CORAL, FORTH, 
FORTRAN, LISP, LOGO, PASCAL, PL/1, 
POP-2, PROLOG and Visual Basic. Assem- 
bly language uses mnemonics to represent 
machine code instructions. Machine code is 
the lowest level of programming language and 
consists of basic binary patterns that instruct 
the processor to perform various tasks. 


language assembler /‘langwid3 ə 
,semblo/ noun a program used to translate 
and assemble a source code program into a 
machine-executable binary form 
language compiler /‘lengwid3 kom 
ipailo/ noun a piece of software that con- 
verts an encoded source program into an- 
other, machine code, form, and then exe- 
cutes it 

language interpreter /‘lengwid3 1n 
,tsrprite/ noun any program that takes 
each consecutive line of a source program 
and translates it into another, machine 
code, language at run-time 

language processor /lengwid3 
\prousesd/ noun a language translator 
from one language to machine code (NOTE: 
There are three types of language proc- 
essor: assemblers, compilers and inter- 
preters.) 

language rules /‘lengwid3 ru:lz/ plu- 
ral noun the syntax and format for instruc- 
tions and data items used in a particular 
language 


language support environment 
/lengwid3z so'po:t m,varsronment/ 
noun the hardware and software tools sup- 
plied to help the programmer write pro- 
grams in a particular language 
language translation /‘layngwid3 
treens le1f(a)n/ noun the process of using 
a computer to translate text from one lan- 
guage to another 
language translator /‘langwid3 
treens lerta/ noun a program that converts 
code written in one language into equiva- 
lent instructions in another language 
LAN Manager /'læn ,mzenid39/ a trade 
name for a network operating system de- 
veloped for the PC by Microsoft 
LAN segment /læn 'segmənt/ noun 1. 
a part of a network separated from the rest 
by a bridge 2. (in a bus network) an elec- 
trically continuous piece of cable 
LAN server /læn 's3:va/ noun a compu- 
ter which runs a network operating system 
and controls the basic network operations. 
All the workstations in a LAN are connect- 
ed to the central network server and users 
log onto the network server. 
LAN Server /'læn ,s3:vo/ a trade name 
for a network operating system for the PC 
developed by IBM 
lap /læp/ noun an overlap of printed col- 
ours, which prevents any gaps showing 
LAP /,el e1 'pi:/ noun a CCITT standard 
protocol used to start and maintain links 
over an X.25 network. Full form link ac- 
cess protocol 
LAP-B /læp bi:/ noun a CCITT standard 
setup routine to establish a link between a 
DCE and DTE, e.g. between a computer 
and a modem 
LAP-M /læp em/ noun a variation of 
LAP-B protocol used in V.42 error-cor- 
recting modems. 
laptop /'læptop/, laptop computer 
noun a computer that is light enough to 
carry, but not so small as to fit in a pocket, 
and that usually consists of a screen, key- 
board and disk drive. ) desktop, hand- 
held computer, PDA 
‘Michael Business Systems has provided research 
company BMRB with 240 Toshiba laptop computers 
in a deal valued at £300,000. The deal includes a 
three-year maintenance contract.’ [Computing] 
large model /la:d3 'mpd(a)I/ noun (in 
an Intel processor) a memory model in 
which both code and data can exceed 
64Kb in size, but combined size should be 
less than 1Mb 
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large-scale /‘la:d3 skerl/ adjective 
working with large amounts of data. Com- 
pare small-scale 

large-scale computer /,la:d3 skerl 
kəm'pju:tə/ noun a high-powered com- 
puter system that can access high-capacity 
memory and backing storage devices as 
well as multiple users 

large-scale integration /,la:d3z skerl 
Anti'grerf(a)n/ noun full form of LSI 
laser /‘le1za/ noun a device that produces 
coherent light of a single wavelength in a 
narrow beam, by exciting a material so that 
it emits photons of light. Full form light 
amplification by stimulated emission 
of radiation 

laser disc /‘le1za disk/ noun same as 
compact disc 

laser emulsion storage /,le1zo 1 
malf(a)n 'storrid3/ noun a digital stor- 
age technique using a laser to expose light- 
sensitive material 

LaserJet /‘le1zod3et/ same as Hewlett 
Packard LaserJet 

laser printer /‘le1zo ,printo/ noun a 
high-resolution computer printer that uses 
a laser source to print high-quality dot ma- 
trix character patterns on paper 
LaserWriter /‘letzoraito/ a trade name 
for a laser printer manufactured by Apple 
that uses the PostScript page description 
language 

last in first out /la:st ın ,fs:st 'aut/ 
adjective full form of LIFO O This compu- 
ter stack uses a last in first out data re- 
trieval method. 

latch /lætf/ verb to set an output state O 
The output latched high until we reset the 
computer. 

latency /‘lett(a)nsi/ noun a time delay 
between the moment when an instruction 
is given to a computer and the execution of 
the instruction or return of a result, e.g. the 
delay between a request for data and the 
data being transferred from memory 
launch /lointf/ noun the process of 
putting a new product on the market O The 
launch of the new PC has been put back six 
months. ™@ verb 1. to put a new product on 
the market O The new PC was launched at 
the Computer Show. 2. to start or run a pro- 
gram O You launch the word-processor by 
double-clicking on this icon. 

layer /‘leto/ noun ISO/OSI standards de- 
fining the stages a message has to pass 
through when being transmitted from one 


computer to another over a local area net- 
work 


layered /'lerəd/ adjective that consists of 
layers O The kernel has a layered structure 
according to user priority. 


layer two tunneling protocol /lera 
tur 'tanolin ,prautakol/ noun full form 
of L2TP 

layout /‘letaut/ noun 1. rules governing 
the data input and output from a computer. 
ù landscape, portrait 2. a way of using a 
sheet of paper 

LCD /el si: 'di:/ noun a type of display 
that uses liquid crystals that turn black 
when a voltage is applied. LCDs are found 
in many watches, calculators and other 
small digital devices. Full form liquid 
crystal display 

LCD screen /,el si: ‘di: skrizn/ noun a 
screen that uses LCD technology to create 
a thin display and is normally found in lap- 
top computers and flat-screen monitors. 
Full form liquid crystal display screen 
LCD shutter printer /,el si: ,di: 'fato/ 
nouna page printer that uses an LCD pan- 
el in front of a bright light to describe im- 
ages onto the photosensitive drum. The 
LCD panel stops the light passing through, 
except at pixels that describe the image. 
LCP /,el si: 'pi:/ noun rules defining the 
transmission of data over a channel. Full 
form link control procedure 

LDAP /‘el dæp/ noun a new standard that 
provides directory services over the Inter- 
net; derived from the X.500 standard. 
LDAP is beginning to be included in many 
Internet applications and provides a way 
of organising, locating and using resources 
on the Internet that are listed within its da- 
tabase. Full form lightweight directory 
access protocol 

lead /li:d/ noun an electrical conducting 
wire 

leader /‘li:da/ noun a section of magnet- 
ic tape that contains no signal, used at the 
beginning of the reel for identification and 
to aid the tape machine to pick up the tape 
leader record /‘li:da ,reko:d/ noun the 
initial record containing information, e.g. 
titles and format, about following records 
in a file 

lead in /‘li:d 1n/ noun (on a CD-ROM) a 
section before the data starts, normally 
used to store the table of contents 
leading /‘li:dty/ noun space between 
lines of printed or displayed text 


leading edge 
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leading edge /'li:dm ed3/ noun the 
first edge of a punched card that enters the 
card reader 

leading zero /,li:d1y 'z1orau/ noun the 
zero digit used to pad out the beginning of 
a stored number 

leaf /li:f/ noun the final node in a tree 
structure 

leap-frog test /'li:p frog ,test/ noun a 
memory location test, in which a program 
skips from one location to another random 
location, writing data then reading and 
comparing for faults, until all locations 
have been tested 

learning curve /‘Isintn ks:v/ noun a 
graphical description of how someone can 
acquire knowledge about a product over 
time 

lease /lits/ noun a written contract for 
letting or renting a piece of equipment for 
a period against payment of a fee m verb 1. 
to allow equipment to be used for a period 
by another person or organisation in return 
for a fee 2. to use equipment for a time and 
pay a fee to its owner O The company leas- 
es all its computers. 

leased line /‘li:sd larn/ noun commu- 
nications channel, such as a telephone line, 
which is rented for the exclusive use of the 
subscriber 

least cost design /li:st kost dr'zarn/ 
noun the best money-saving use of space 
or components O The budget is only 
£1000, we need the least cost design for 
the new circuit. 

least recently used algorithm / li:st 
writs(a)ntli jurzd 'zlga,r1d(a)m/ noun an 
algorithm which finds the page of memory 
that was last accessed before any other, 
and erases it to make room for another 
page. Abbr LRU 

least significant bit /ji:st sig 
mifikont 'bit/ noun full form of LSB 
least significant digit /li:st sig 
mifitkont 'did3it/ noun full form of LSD 
LED /,el i: 'di:/ noun a semiconductor di- 
ode that emits light when a current is ap- 
plied. Full form light emitting diode 
(NOTE: LED displays are used to display 
small amounts of information, as in pock- 
et calculators, watches, and indicators.) 


COMMENT: LED displays are used to display 
small amounts of information, as in pocket 
calculators, watches, indicators, etc. 


LED printer /,el i: di: '‘printo/ noun a 
page printer, similar to a laser printer, that 
uses an LED light source instead of a laser 


left-click /left kltk/ verb to press and re- 
lease the left-hand button on a computer 
mouse 

left-handed mouse / eft ,hendid 
‘maus/ noun a mouse that has been con- 
figured so that the usual functions of the 
two buttons are reversed 

left justification /eft dgastrf1 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun 1. the process of shifting 
a binary number to the left-hand end of the 
word containing it 2. the act of making the 
left-hand margin of the text even 

left justify left ‘d3asti,fai/ verb to 
make the left-hand margin of the text even 
left shift /left 'fıft/ noun a leftward 
arithmetic shift by one bit of data in a word 
(NOTE: A binary number is doubled for 
each left shift.) 

leg /leg/ noun one possible path through 
a routine 

legacy /'legasi/ noun an older technolo- 
gy or a previous version of software or 
hardware that is still supported in new de- 
velopments to allow existing applications 
and hardware to continue to be used 
legal /'li:g(ə)l/ adjective a statement or 
instruction that is acceptable within lan- 
guage syntax rules 

length /leņ0/ noun the number of data 
items in a variable or list 

length of filename /leņð ov 
‘failnerm/ noun the number of characters 
allowed for identification of a file 

letter bomb /‘leta bom/ noun an e-mail 
message with a destructive code attached 
to it 

level /‘lev(a)l/ noun the quantity of bits 
that make up a digital transmitted signal 
Level A /'lev(ə)l e1/ noun an ADPCM 
audio quality level with a 20KHz band- 
width, 38.7KHz sample rate and 8-bit 
samples 

Level B /‘lev(a)I bi:/ noun an ADPCM 
audio quality level with a 17KHz band- 
width, 38.7KHz sample rate and 8-bit 
samples 

Level C /‘lev(9)l si:/ noun an ADPCM 
audio quality level with an 8.5KHz band- 
width, 18.9KHz sample rate and 4-bit 
samples 

lexical analysis /leksik(a)l ə 
'næləsıs/ noun a stage in program transla- 
tion when the compiling or translating 
software replaces program keywords with 
machine code instructions 

LF abbr line feed 
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library /‘latbrari/ noun a collection of 
files, documents, books or records, that 
can be consulted or borrowed by the pub- 
lic, usually kept in a public place 

library function /‘latbrori ,fankfon/ 
noun a ready-made software routine that a 
user can insert into a program of his or her 
own in order to provide a particular func- 
tion with no effort 

library program /latbrori 
,prougrem/ noun 1. a number of special- 
ly written or relevant software routines 
that a user can insert into his or her own 
program, saving time and effort O The 
square root function is already in the li- 
brary program. 2. a program containing a 
group of functions that a computer needs 
to refer to often, but that are not stored in 
main memory 

library routine /'larbrəri ru:,tizn/ noun 
a prewritten routine that can be inserted 
into a main program and called up when 
required 

library subroutine /latbrori 
‘sabruiti:n/ noun a tried and tested sub- 
routine, stored in a library, that can be in- 
serted into a user’s program when required 
library track /‘latbrari træk/ noun one 
track on a magnetic disk or tape used to 
store information about the contents (such 
as titles, format and index data) 

licence /‘lats(9)ns/ noun a statement of 
permission that is given by one manufac- 
turer to another and allows the second 
manufacturer to make copies of the first 
one’s products in return for payment of a 
fee O The software is manufactured in this 
country under licence. 

licence agreement /'lars(ə)ns ə 
,grizmont/ noun a legal document that ac- 
companies any commercial software prod- 
uct and defines how you can use the soft- 
ware and, most importantly, how many 
people can use the software. Unless you 
buy a network version of a software prod- 
uct, the licence allows one person to use it. 
Copying the software is illegal. If you 
want several people to use the software or 
if you want to use it on a network, then you 
need to buy a multi-user licence. 

lifetime /‘larftarm/ noun the period of 
time during which a device is useful or not 
outdated O This new computer has a four- 
year lifetime. 

LIFO /‘latfau/ adjective used to describe 
a queue system that reads the last item 
stored, first O This computer stack uses a 


LIFO data retrieval method. Full form 
last in first out. ù FIFO 

lifter /'lıftə/ noun a mechanical device 
that lifts magnetic tape away from the 
heads when rewinding the tape 

light /latt/ noun energy in the form of 
electromagnetic effects in the frequency 
range 400 — 750 nm, which allows a per- 
son to see O The VDU should not be 
placed under a bright light. 
light-emitting diode /,lart 1,mıtıņ 
‘daroud/ noun full form of LED 
lighting formula /‘laitry ,fo:mjolo/ 
noun a mathematical formula that de- 
scribes the effect of a light source on an 
object or scene. The formula is used to cal- 
culate the position of the highlights and 
shadows as the position of the light source 
is moved around the scene. ò shading 
light pen /'laıt pen/ noun a computer 
accessory in the shape of a pen that con- 
tains a light-sensitive device that can de- 
tect pixels on a video screen (NOTE: Light 
pens are often used with suitable soft- 
ware to draw graphics on a screen or po- 
sition a cursor.) 

lightweight /‘lattwert/ adjective not 
heavy O A lightweight computer which 
can easily fit into a suitcase. 
lightweight directory access pro- 
tocol /laitwert dar'rekt(o)ri ,ekses 
\proutokpl/ noun full form of LDAP 
LILO /‘latlou/ adjective used to describe 
a data storage method in which the data 
stored last is retrieved last. Full form last 
in last out 

limited distance modem /,limitid 
,distons 'maudem/ noun a data transmis- 
sion device with a very short range that 
sends pure digital data rather than data 
sent on a modulated carrier 

limiter /'lımıtə/ noun a device that re- 
moves the part of an input signal that is 
greater than or less than a predefined limit; 
used with audio and video signals to pre- 
vent overloading an amplifier 

limiting resolution /lımıtıy ,rezo 
‘lu:f(@)n/ noun the maximum number of 
lines that make up an image on a CRT 
screen 

limits /‘Immits/ noun predefined maxi- 
mum ranges for numbers in a computer 
line /larn/ noun 1. a physical connection 
for data transmission, e.g. a cable between 
parts of a system or a telephone wire 2. 
single long thin mark drawn by a pen or 
printed on a surface O the printer has dif- 


line adapter 
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ficulty in reproducing very fine lines 3. one 
trace by the electron picture beam on a tel- 
evision screen 4. row of characters (print- 
ed on a page or displayed on a computer 
screen or printer) O each page has 52 lines 
of text 5. series of characters received as a 
single input by a computer 6. one row of 
commands or arguments in a computer 
program 

‘straight lines are drawn by clicking the points on 

the screen where you would like the line to start and 

finish’ [Personal Computer World] 
line adapter /lain ə'dæptə/ noun an 
electronic circuit that matches the correct 
signal voltage and impedance for a partic- 
ular line 


line analyser /'laın ,ænəlarzə/ noun a 
piece of test equipment that displays the 
characteristics of a line or the signals car- 
ried on the line 


linear frame buffer /mio frerm 
'bafo/ noun a video memory arranged so 
that by moving from one address to the 
next in the buffer you move from one pixel 
to the one below it on the display 


linearity /,lmni'zeriti/ noun the shape of 
the frequency response curve of a device 
such as a microphone or A/D converter. If 
the curve is straight, the device is very ac- 
curate, if it is not, the device is introducing 
frequency distortion. 


linear list /‘Irnia list/ noun a list that has 
no free space for new records within its 
structure 

linear program /linio 'prougrem/ 
noun a computer program that contains no 
loops or branches 

linear programming /linia 
‘prougremin/ noun a method of mathe- 
matically breaking down a problem so that 
it can be solved by computer 


linear search /mia 'ss:tf/ noun a 
search method which compares each item 
in a list with the search key, starting with 
the first item and going through the others 
in order towards the end, until the correct 
entry is found 


linear video /,lmis 'vidisu/ noun 1. a 
continuous playback of a video sequence 
from videotape 2. normal video that is 
played back in a continuous sequence rath- 
er than a single frame at a time as in inter- 
active video 


linear video editing /linio ,vidiou 
‘editin/ noun a video sequence, on video- 
tape, that is edited by inserting or deleting 


new frames but without changing the order 
of the frames 

line break noun the point at which con- 
tinuous text is split into separate lines 
line busy tone /,lam 'bizi ,taun/ noun 
a signal generated to indicate that a con- 
nection or telephone line is already in use 
line communications /lain ko 
smjumi'kerf(9)ns/ plural noun signal 
transmission using a cable link or tele- 
graph wire 

line conditioning /lam kon'd1f(9)ntn/ 
noun techniques used to keep the quality 
of data transmissions or signals on a line to 
a certain standard 

line control /laın kan'traul/ noun the 
use of special codes to control a communi- 
cations channel 

line doubling /'laın ,dab(a)lin/ nouny 
scan conversion 

line drawing /‘lam ,dro:1/ noun an il- 
lustration in which objects are drawn using 
thin lines, without shading or surface tex- 
ture 

line driver /lain 'drarvə/ noun a high- 
power circuit and amplifier used to send 
signals over a long distance line without 
too much loss of signal 

line editor /lain 'edita/ noun a piece of 
software in which only one line of a source 
program can be edited at a time 

line ending /laın 'endin/ noun a char- 
acter that shows that a line has ended, in- 
serted by pressing the carriage return key 
line feed /'larn fi:d/ noun a control on a 
printer or computer terminal that moves 
the cursor down by one line. Abbr LF 
line flyback /'laın flarbæk/ noun same 
as flyback 

line frequency /lain 'frizkwoansi/ noun 
(in a CRT) the number of times that the 
picture beam scans a horizontal row of 
pixels in a monitor 

line gremlin /laın 'gremlın/ noun an 
unexplained fault when data is lost during 
transmission 

line in /‘latn 1n/ noun an input connec- 
tion to audio equipment such as an ampli- 
fier that accepts a low voltage audio signal 
line input /,lamn 'mput/ noun a com- 
mand to receive all characters including 
punctuation entered up to a carriage return 
code 

line length /‘lam len®/ noun the number 
of characters which can be displayed hori- 
zontally on one line of a display (NOTE: 
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CRT displays often use an 80-character 
line length.) 
line level /lain 'lev(9)l/ noun the ampli- 
tude of a signal transmitted over a cable 
line noise /‘lam no1z/ noun unwanted 
interference on a telephone or communi- 
cations line that causes errors in a data 
transmission 
line number /lam 'nambə/ noun a 
number that refers to a line of program 
code in a computer program (NOTE: The 
programming language will sort out the 
program into order according to line 
number.) 
line out /'larn avut/ noun output connec- 
tor from audio equipment that provides a 
low-voltage pre-amplified audio signal; 
e.g., an amplifier will have a line out con- 
nector that can be used to connect to an ac- 
tive loudspeaker or other audio equipment, 
but cannot be connected to passive loud- 
speakers 
“...while pixel editing is handy for line art, most 
desktop scanners have trouble producing the shades 
of grey or half-tones found in black and white pho- 
tography’ [Publish] 
line printer /‘lain ,printo/ noun a de- 
vice for printing draft quality information 
at high speeds, typical output is 200 to 
3000 lines per minute (NOTE: Line printers 
print a whole line at a time, running from 
right to left and left to right, and are usu- 
ally dot matrix printers with not very high 
quality print. Compare page printers, 
which print a whole page at a time.) 
line spacing /lain 'spetsty/ noun the 
distance between two rows of characters 
line speed /‘latn spi:d/ noun the rate at 
which data is sent along a line 
lines per minute /,lainz ps: 'mmot/ 
noun the number of lines printed by a line 
printer per minute. Abbr LPM 
line style /‘lam statl/ noun the appear- 
ance of a line displayed on screen or print- 
ed 
line width /‘lain, wid0/ noun same as 
page width 
Lingo /'lıygəv/ a trade name for a script- 
ing language used to control the actions in 
the Macromedia Director authoring soft- 
ware 
link /Armk/ noun 1. a communications 
path or channel between two components 
or devices O To transmit faster, you can 
use the direct link with the mainframe. 2. a 
software routine that allows data transfer 
between incompatible programs W verb to 


join or interface two pieces of software or 
hardware O The two computers are linked. 
link files a command to merge together 
a list of separate files 

link access protocol /,l1mk 'ækses 
\proutakpl/ noun full form of LAP 
linkage /'lıykıd3/ noun the act of linking 
two things 

linkage editing /‘Imkid3_ ,editin/ 
noun the process of combining separate 
programs together, and standardising the 
calls or references within them 

linkage software /'lıykıdz ,softweo/ 
noun a special software which links sec- 
tions of program code with any library 
routines or other code O Graphics and text 
are joined without linkage software. 

link control procedure /,lijk kon 
'traul pra,sizd3a/ noun full form of LCP 
link control protocol /,l1k kon'traul 
proutokpl/ noun a protocol used to create 
a link between two computers to allow in- 
formation to be transferred. LCP provides 
similar functions to the PPP protocol but 
includes better security and authentica- 
tion. Abbr LCP. » PPP 

linked list /,lmkd 'list/ noun a list of 
data where each entry carries the address 
of the next consecutive entry 

linked object /lmkd 'obdzekt/ noun 
one piece of data that is referred to in an- 
other file or application 

linked subroutine /ijkid ,sabru: 
'tizn/ noun same as closed routine 
linking /‘lijk1n/ noun the merging of a 
number of small programs to enable them 
to run as one unit 

linking information /‘linkin 
Anfometf(a)n/ noun (in Windows) a fea- 
ture that allows you to insert data from one 
application into another application using 
its OLE function 

linking loader /‘Imk1yn ,loudo/ noun a 
short software routine that merges sections 
of programs to allow them to be run as one 
link trials /lijk 'trarəlz/ plural noun 
tests on computer programs to see if each 
module works in conjunction with the oth- 
ers 

Linux /'lınəks/ a trade name for a version 
of the UNIX operating system originally 
developed by Linus Torvalds, who then 
distributed it free of charge over the Inter- 
net. Enthusiasts and other developers have 
extended and enhanced the software, nor- 
mally also publishing their software free 
of charge. Linux is one of the most popular 
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operating systems for developers and peo- 
ple running web-based applications. Un- 
like many other operating systems, such as 
Microsoft Windows, the Linux software 
runs on a range of different types of com- 
puter hardware including the PC and Mac- 
intosh. 

LIPS /Itps/ noun a standard for the meas- 
urement of processing power of an infer- 
ence engine. Full form logical inferenc- 
es per second 

liquid crystal display /Jikwid 
ikrist(a)l dis'ple1/ noun full form of LCD 
liquid crystal display shutter 
printer /,ltkwid ,kristal di,spler 'fato 
ıprıntə/ noun» LCD shutter printer 
LISP /ltsp/ noun a high-level language 
used mainly in processing lists of instruc- 
tions or data and in artificial intelligence 
work. Full form list processing 

list /lıst/ noun a series of ordered items of 
data m@ verb to print or display certain 
items of information o to list a program 
to display a program line by line in correct 
order 

list box /'lıst ‚boks/ noun a number of 
items or options displayed in a list 

LIST chunk /'lıst ,tfank/ noun (in a 
RIFF file) a four-character code LIST that 
contains a series of subchunks 

listing /'lıstı9/ noun a display or printed 
copy of the lines in a program in order o a 
program listing a printed copy of the lines 
of a program 

listing paper /‘listry ,perpo/ noun con- 
tinuous stationery used in computer print- 
ers 

list processing /‘list ,prausesm/ noun 
1. the processing of a series of items of da- 
ta, i.e. such tasks as adding, deleting, sort- 
ing or updating entries 2. full form of LISP 
listserv /‘list s3rv/, listserver 
/'‘lists31va/ noun a server on the Internet 
that sends a newsletter or articles to a list 
of registered users 

listserver /'lıstssivə/ noun same as 
listserv 

literal /‘I1t(9)ral/ noun 1. a computer in- 
struction that contains the actual number 
or address to be used, rather than a label or 
its location 2. a printing error when one 
character is replaced by another or when 
two characters are transposed 

literal operand /'lt(ə)rəl ,opərænd/ 
noun the actual number or address to be 
used rather than a label or its location 


























lithium-lon battery /lðiəm ‘aron 
,beet(a)ri/ noun a type of rechargeable 
battery that provides high output power in 
a compact and lightweight unit. This type 
of battery is often used in mobile tele- 
phones, PDAs and lightweight laptop 
computers. 
Live3D /,larv Ori: 'di:/ noun same as 
VRML (see) 
liveware /‘latvweo/ noun the operators 
and users of a computer system, as op- 
posed to the hardware and software 
LLC /,el el 'si:/ noun an IEEE 802.2 
standard defining the protocol for data- 
link-level transmissions. Full form of log- 
ical link control 
LLL abbr low-level language 
load /laud/ verb 1. to transfer a file or 
program from disk to main memory 2. to 
put something such as a disk into a compu- 
ter, so that it can be run 
“...this windowing system is particularly handy 
when you want to load or save a file or change direc- 
tories’ [Byte] 
load and go /,laud on 'gau/ noun same 
as load and run 
load and run /,loud on 'ran/ noun a 
computer program that is loaded into main 
memory and then starts to execute itself 
automatically 
loader /'ləudə/ noun a program which 
loads another file or program into compu- 
ter memory 
load high /‘loud ,hat/ verb (using MS- 
DOS on a PC) to transfer a program into 
high or expanded memory 
loading /‘loudin/ noun the action of 
transferring a file or program from disk to 
memory O Loading can be a long process. 
load point /'ləud pomt/ noun the start 
of a recording section in a reel of magnetic 
tape 
load sharing /‘loud ,feart/ noun the 
use of more than one computer in a net- 
work to even out the work load on each 
processor 
local /'ləuk(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring to 
a device that is physically attached and 
close to the controlling computer 2. refer- 
ring to a variable or argument that is only 
used in a certain section of a computer pro- 
gram or structure 3. referring to a system 
with limited access on local (of a 
terminal) not working with a CPU, but be- 
ing used as a stand-alone terminal 
local area network /,lauk(a)! ,eəriə 
'netw3:k/ noun full form of LAN 
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local area network server /ləuk(ə)l 
,eoria 'netw3:k ,s3:ve/ noun a computer 
which runs a network operating system 
and controls the basic network operations. 
All the workstations in a LAN are connect- 
ed to the central network server and users 
log onto it. 

local bridge /'ləuk(ə)l brid3/ noun a 
bridge that links two local networks O We 
use a local bridge to link the two LANs in 
the office. 

local bus /,ləuk(ə)l 'bas/ noun a direct 
link or bus between a device and the proc- 
essor; with no logic circuits or buffers or 
decoders in between O The fastest expan- 
sion cards fit into this local bus connector. 
local declaration /,lauk(o)l ,deklo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun the assignment of a varia- 
ble that is only valid in a section of a com- 
puter program or structure 

local drive /'ləuk(ə)l dratv/ noun a disk 
drive that is physically attached to a com- 
puter, as opposed to a resource that is ac- 
cessed across a network 

local format storage /,louk(o)l 
formeet 'storrid3/ noun a format stored 
as an empty form or repeated page in a ter- 
minal rather than being repeatedly trans- 
mitted 

local memory /,lovk(a)l 'mem(ə)ri/ 
noun a high speed RAM that is used in- 
stead of a hardware device to store bit 
streams or patterns 

local mode /'ləuk(ə)l maud/ noun the 
operating state of a computer terminal that 
does not receive messages 

local printer /,louk(9)l 'prıntə/ noun a 
printer physically attached to a computer 
rather than a shared resource available on 
a network 

LocalTalk /‘loukalto:k/ a trade name for 
a network standard developed by Apple 
that defines the physical layer, i.e. the ca- 
bling system and connectors, used in Ap- 
ple’s AppleTalk network. The network 
transfers data at 230Kbits/second over un- 
shielded twisted-pair cable. 

local variable /ləuk(ə)l 'veəriəb(ə)l/ 
noun a variable which can only be ac- 
cessed by certain routines in a certain sec- 
tion of a computer program 

locate /lau'kert/ verb 1. to place or to set 
O The computer is located in the main of- 
fice building. 2. to find O Have you man- 
aged to locate the programming fault? 
location /lou'ke1f(9)n/ noun a number 
or absolute address that specifies the point 


in memory where a data word can be 
found and accessed 

lock /Ipk/ verb to prevent access to a sys- 
tem or file o locking a file the action of 
preventing any further writing to a file o to 
lock onto to synchronise an internal clock 
with a received signal 

lockdown /'Inkdaun/ noun a procedure 
that prevents users of a computer network 
or intruders from the Internet from gaining 
access to files that are essential to the 
proper functioning of a computer system 
lockout /‘Inkaut/ noun the process of 
preventing a user sending messages over a 
network by continuously transmitting data 
lock up /,lok 'ap/ noun a faulty operat- 
ing state of computer that cannot be recov- 
ered from without switching off the power 
(NOTE: A lock up can be caused by an in- 
finite program loop or a deadly embrace.) 


COMMENT: This can be caused by an infinite 
program loop ora deadly embrace. 


log /log/ noun a record of computer 
processing operations W verb 1. to record 
a series of actions O to log calls to note all 
details of telephone calls made 2. to make 
a connection and start using a remote de- 
vice such as a network server 0 to log in or 
log on to enter various identification data, 
e.g. a password, usually by means of a ter- 
minal, to the central computer before ac- 
cessing a program or data o to log off or 
log out to enter a symbol or instruction at 
the end of a computing session to close all 
files and break the channel between the us- 
er’s terminal and the main computer 

log file /'log fail/ noun (see also) 1. a 
file that contains a record of actions 2. (on 
a web server) a file that contains details of 
the visitors to a website, recorded auto- 
matically with the visitor’s DNS address, 
the time and the name of the webpage that 
he or she viewed 

logger /'logə/ noun a device which 
keeps a record of a series of actions 
logging /‘Ingin/ noun an input of data 
into a system 

logging in /'logıņ 1n/ noun the process 
of opening operations with a system 
logging off /‘log1n vf/ noun the process 
of ending operations with a system 
logging on /'Ingin vn/ noun same as 
logging in 

logging out /'logiy aut/ noun same as 
logging off 

logic /'lod3ık/ noun 1. a mathematical 
treatment of formal logic operations such 
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as AND, OR, etc., and their transformation 
into various circuits. ) Boolean algebra 
2. a system for deducing results from bina- 
ry data 3. the components of a computer or 
digital system 

logical /‘Ind31k(9)l/ adjective that uses 
logic in its operation O Logical reasoning 
can be simulated by an artificial intelli- 
gence machine. 

logical channel /,lod31k(o)I 'tfan(o)l/ 
noun an electronic circuit between a ter- 
minal and a network node in a packet 
switching system 

logical chart /‘Ind31k(9)l tfa:t/ noun a 
graphical representation of logic elements, 
steps, decisions and interconnections in a 
system 

logical comparison /,lnd31k(9)l kom 
'peeris(a)n/ noun a function to see if two 
logic signals are the same 

logical decision /lod31k(9)l_ dı 
's13(a)n/ noun one of two paths chosen as 
a result of one of two possible answers to 
a question 

logical drive /'lodzrk(ə)l drarv/ noun a 
letter assigned to a disk drive or storage 
area on a disk drive that can be used as if it 
were a local drive O The logical drive F: 
actually stores data on part of the server’s 
disk drive. 

logical error /,lod31k(9)l 'erə/ noun a 
fault in a program design causing incorrect 
branching or operations 

logical expression /,lnd31k(9)l_ 1k 
'spref(a)n/ noun a function made up from 
a series of logical operators such as AND 
and OR 

logical flowchart —/‘Ind31k(a)l 
ifloutfart/ noun a diagram showing 
where the logical decisions occur in a 
structure and their effects on program exe- 
cution 

logical high /'lodzık(ə)l hat/ adjective 
equal to logic TRUE state or 1 

logical inferences per second 
/,lod31k(a)l_,mf(a)ransiz p3: 'sekond/ 
noun full form of LIPS 

logical link control /,lnd3rk(9)1 'Imk 
kon,traul/ noun full form of LLC 
logical low /'lnd31k(a)I lau/ adjective 
equal to logic false state or 0 

logical operator /lnd31k(9)l ,vpo 
'rertə/ noun same as relational operator 
logical palette /|nd31k(9)l 'pælət/ 
noun (in Windows) a graphics object that 
includes the colour palette information it 
requires 


logical record /,lnd31k(9)l 'reko:d/ 
noun a unit of information ready for 
processing that is not necessarily the same 
as the original data item in storage, which 
might contain control data 

logical ring /‘lod31k(9)I rmy/ noun (in a 
Token-Ring or FDDI network) the path a 
token follows through the layers of each 
node (NOTE: In FDDI the physical topolo- 
gy does not effect the logical ring.) 
logical shift /‘Ind31k(o)I fift/ noun a 
data movement to the left or right in a 
word, in which the bits falling outside the 
word boundary are discarded, and the free 
positions are filled with zeros 

logical unit /,lod31k(9)1 'ju:nit/ noun 
full form of LU 

logic board /'Ind31k bo:d/ noun same 
as logic card 

logic bomb /'Ind31k bom/ noun a sec- 
tion of code that performs various unpleas- 
ant functions such as fraud or system crash 
when a number of conditions are true O 
The system programmer installed a logic 
bomb when they made him redundant. 
logic card /‘lnd31k ka:d/ noun a printed 
circuit board containing binary logic gates 
rather than analog components 

logic circuit /‘lod31k ,s3:kit/ noun an 
electronic circuit made up of various logi- 
cal gates, such as AND, OR and EXOR 
logic element /‘Ind31k ,elrmant/ noun 
a gate or combination of logic gates 
logic flowchart /‘Ind31k flout fa:t/ 
noun a graphical representation of logic 
elements, steps and decisions and their in- 
terconnections 

logic gate /'Ind31k gert/ noun an elec- 
tronic circuit that applies a logical operator 
to an input signal and produces an output 
logic level /'Ind31k ,lev(o)l/ noun the 
voltage used to represent a particular logic 
state. This is often five volts for a one and 
zero volts for a zero. 

logic map /‘Ilnd31k mzep/ noun a graph- 
ical representation of states and conditions 
in a logic circuit 

logic operation /‘Ind31k ,ppərerf(ə)n/ 
noun a computer operation or procedure in 
which a decision is made 
logic-seeking /'Ind31k ,si:k1n/ adjec- 
tive referring to a printer that can print the 
required information with the minimum 
head movement, detecting ends of lines, 
justification commands, etc. 

logic state /‘Ind31k stert/ noun one out 
of two possible levels in a digital circuit, 
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the levels being 1 and 0 or TRUE and 
FALSE 

logic state analyser /‘Ind31k stert 
,enolaizo/ noun a piece of test equipment 
that displays the logic states of a number 
of components or circuits 

logic symbol /‘Ind31k ,stmbol/ noun a 
graphical symbol used to represent a type 
of logic function in a diagram 

log in script /'log 1n ,skript/ noun a se- 
ries of instructions that are automatically 
run when you log into a network. For ex- 
ample, if you log into your office network 
in the morning by typing your name and 
password, the login script might remind 
you of important information or just dis- 
play ‘good morning’. 

logo /'ləugəv/ noun a special printed set 
of characters or symbols used to identify a 
company or product 

LOGO /'ləugəv/ noun a high-level pro- 
gramming language used mainly for edu- 
cational purposes, with graphical com- 
mands that are easy to use 

logoff /log'of/ verb same as logging off 
logon /lvg'pn/ verb same as logging in 
log on server /I'pg pn ,s3:va/ noun a 
computer that checks user identification 
and password data against a user database 
to authorise connection to a network or 
server 

long filename /lvņ 'farl,nerm/ noun a 
feature of Windows 95 that lets a user give 
files names up to 254 characters in length 
long haul network /loņ hal 
‘netws:k/ noun a communications net- 
work between distant computers that usu- 
ally uses the public telephone system 
long integer /loņ 'intıdzə/ noun (in 
programming languages) an integer rep- 
resented by several bytes of data 
longitudinal redundancy check 
/longitju:dm(a)l ri'dandonsi ,tfek/ 
noun a check on received blocks of data to 
detect any errors 

longitudinal time code 
/ longitju:dim(a)l 'tarm kaud/ noun full 
form of LTC 

long persistence phosphor /Ipn po 
\sistons 'fosfa/ noun a television screen 
coating that retains the displayed image 
for a period of time longer than the refresh 
rate, so reducing flicker effects 
look-ahead /'luk 9,hed/ noun an action 
performed by some CPUs that fetch in- 
structions and examine them before they 


are executed in order to speed up opera- 
tions 

look-up /'luk ap/ noun a computer pro- 
cedure in which a term or value is matched 
against a table of stored information 
look-up table /‘luk ap ,terb(9)l/ noun 
full form of LUT O Lookup tables are pre- 
programmed then used in processing so 
saving calculations for each result re- 
quired. 


“...a lookup table changes a pixel’s value based on 
the values in a table’ [Byte] 


loop /lu:p/ noun a procedure or series of 
instructions in a computer program that 
are performed again and again until a test 
shows that a specific condition has been 
met or until the program is completed 
loopback /‘lu:pbeek/ noun a diagnostic 
test that returns the transmitted signal to 
the sending device after it has passed 
through another device or across a link 
loopback test /‘lu:pbek test/ noun a 
test mode for a modem in which any infor- 
mation sent to the modem from a local 
computer is immediately sent back to 
prove that the connection between the 
computer and modem is working 

loop body /lu:p 'bodi/ noun the main 
section of instructions within a loop. The 
loop body carries out the loop’s primary 
function rather than being used to enter, 
leave or set up the loop. 

loop check /'lu:p ,tfek/ noun a check 
that data has been correctly transmitted 
down a line by returning the data to the 
transmitter 

loop counter /lu:p 'kauntoa/ noun a 
register that contains the number of times 
a loop has been repeated 

looping program /lu:p1y 'prougræm/ 
noun a computer program that runs con- 
tinuously 

loop program /lu:p 'praugreem/ noun 
a sequence of instructions that are repeated 
until a condition is met 

lo-res /lou ri:s/ noun same as low reso- 
lution 

lossless compression /,lpsləs kom 
‘pref(o)nn/ noun image compression 
techniques that can reduce the number of 
bits used for each pixel in an image, with- 
out losing any information or quality. ù 
Huffman code 

lossy compression /'Ivsi kom 
\pref(a)n/ noun image compression tech- 
niques that can reduce the number of bits 
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used for each pixel in an image, but in do- 
ing so lose information. ) JPEG 

lost cluster /lost 'klastə/ noun a 
number of sectors on a disk whose identi- 
fication bits have been corrupted. The op- 
erating system has marked this area of disk 
as being used by a file, but the data it con- 
tains can no longer be identified with a 
particular file. 

Lotus /'lautas/ a software company best 
known for its spreadsheet program, 1-2-3 
loudspeaker /,laud'spi:ko/ noun an 
electromagnetic device that converts elec- 
trical signals into audible noise 

low-end /,lou 'end/ adjective referring 
to hardware or software that is not very 
powerful or sophisticated and is designed 
for beginners 

lower case /,lauo 'kers/ noun small 
characters, e.g. a, b and c, as opposed to 
upper case, A, B, C 

low frequency effects channel /lau 
frizkwonsi 1'fekts ,tfaen(e)l/ noun a 
separate audio channel in a multichannel 
system that provides very low frequency 
bass sounds. ò Dolby Digital. Also called 
LFE channel 

low-level format /Jou = ‘lev(o)l 
formeet/ noun a process that defines the 
physical pattern and arrangement of tracks 
and sectors on a disk 

low-level language /ləùu lev(ə)l 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage, particular to one system or compu- 
ter, in which each instruction has a single 
equivalent machine code instruction, so 
that programming in it is a long and com- 
plex task. Abbr LLL 

low memory /,lou 'mem(a)ri/ noun (in 
a PC) available memory locations up to 
640Kb. Compare high memory 
low-order digit /lou ,o:do ‘did3it/ 
noun a digit in the position within a 
number that represents the lowest weight- 
ing of the number base O The number 
234156 has a low-order digit of 6. 
low-power standby /ou 'pavuə 
,Steendbai/ noun an energy-saving feature 
of laptop computers and many monitors 
connected to a desktop 

low-priority work /ləu prat,priti 
'w3ik/ noun work that is not particularly 
important 

low resolution /lou ,rezə'lu:f(ə)n/ 
noun the ability of a display system to 
control a number of pixels at a time rather 
than individual pixels 


low-resolution graphics, low-res 
graphics plural noun the ability to dis- 
play character-sized graphic blocks or pre- 
set shapes on a screen rather than to create 
graphics using individual pixels. Compare 
high-resolution 

low-speed communications /,lou 
spi:d ka,mjurni'kerf(a)nz/ plural noun 
data transmission at less than 2400 bits per 
second 

LPM abbr lines per minute 

LPT1 /,el pi: ti: 'wan:/ noun (in a PC) 
the name given to the first, main parallel 
printer port in the system 

LRU abbr least recently used algorithm 
LSB /,eles 'bi:/ nouna binary digit occu- 
pying the right hand position of a word and 
carrying the least power of two in the 
word, usually equal to two raised to zero = 
1. Full form least significant bit 

LSD /\el es 'di:/ noun the digit which oc- 
cupies the right hand position in a number 
and so carries least power, being equal to 
the number radix raised to zero = 1. Full 
form least significant digit 

LSI /,el es 'ar/ noun a configuration with 
between 500 and 10,000 circuits on a sin- 
gle IC. Full form large scale integration 
LTC /,el ti: 'si:/ noun a method of record- 
ing a time code signal on a linear audio 
track along a video tape. The disadvantage 
of this method is that the code is not read- 
able at slow speeds or when the tape has 
stopped. Full form longitudinal time 
code 

LU / el 'ju:/ noun a set of protocols devel- 
oped by IBM to allow communication 
over an SNA network. LU1, LU2 and LU3 
provide control of the session, LU4 sup- 
ports communication between the devices 
and LU6.2 is a peer-to-peer protocol. Full 
form logical unit 

luggable /‘lagab(a)l/ noun a personal 
computer that is just about portable and 
usually will not run off batteries. A lugga- 
ble is much heavier and less compact than 
a laptop or true transportable machine. 
luma /'lu:mə/ noun the black and white 
parts of an image or video signal, repre- 
sented by the symbol Y. ù S-Video, Y/C 
luminance /‘lu:mim(9)ns/ noun the part 
of a video signal or image that defines the 
brightness at each point. ý YUV encoding 
lurk /ls:k/ verb to join an online confer- 
ence, discussion group or chat room and 
listen to the messages without contributing 
anything yourself. Most discussion forums 
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do not mind people lurking, since it helps 
to build confidence in new users and lets 
them check the content before joining in, 
however some chat rooms do not approve 
of lurking and immediately identify any- 
one joining to discourage people who do 
not contribute to the forum. 

LUT /,el ju: 'ti:/ noun a collection of 
stored results that can be accessed very 
rapidly by a program without the need to 


calculate each result whenever needed. 
Full form look-up table 
“,..an image processing system can have three LUTs 
that map the image memory to the display device’ 
[Byte] 
LV-ROM /,el vi: 'rom/ noun a 12-inch di- 
ameter optical disc, developed by Philips, 
that can store both analog video and digital 
data 


M 


M abbr mega- 


mA /,em 'er/ noun an electrical current 
measure equal to one thousandth of an am- 
pere. Full form milliampere 

Mac /mzk/ noun same as Macintosh 
MAC /,em et 'si:/ noun a special code 
transmitted at the same time as a message 
as proof of its authenticity. Full form mes- 
sage authentication code m abbr media 
access control 


MacBinary /mzk'batnori/a trade name 
for a file storage and transfer system that 
allows Macintosh files, together with their 
icons and long file names, to be stored on 
other computer systems 


machine /mo'fi:n/ noun 1. a number of 
separate moving parts or components, act- 
ing together to carry out a process 2. a 
computer, system or processor made up of 
various components connected together to 
provide a function or perform a task 
machine address /mo'fi:n ə,dres/ 
noun same as absolute address 
machine check /mə'fi:n tfek/ noun a 
fault caused by equipment failure 
machine code /mə'fi:n kaud/ noun a 
programming language that consists of 
commands in binary code that can be di- 
rectly understood by the central process- 
ing unit without the need for translation. 
Also called computer code 


machine code format /mə'fi:n koud 
formeet/ noun a format for machine code 
instructions, usually made up of 1,2 or 3 
bytes for operand, data and address 


machine code instruction /mə'fi:n 
koud m,strakfan/ noun an instruction 
that directly controls the CPU and is rec- 
ognised without the need for translation 

machine cycle /mo'fimn ,sark(ə)l/ 
noun the minimum period of time taken by 
the CPU for the execution of an instruction 


machine-dependent /mə fin dr 
‘pendont/ adjective not standardised, or 
unable to be used on hardware or software 
from a different manufacturer without 
modifications 


machine equation /mə'fin 1 
/kwe13(9)n/ noun a formula which an an- 
alog computer has been programmed to 
solve 

machine error /mə'fi:xn ,era/ noun an 
error caused by a hardware malfunction 
machine-independent /mo,fi:n ,indr 
‘pendont/ adjective referring to computer 
software that can be run on any computer 
system 

machine-independent language 
/mə, fiin ,indipendont 'lengwid3/ noun 
a programming language that can be trans- 
lated and executed on any computer that 
has a suitable compiler 


machine instruction 
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machine instruction /mo'fimn in 
,strakfon/ noun an instruction which can 
be recognised by a machine and is part of 
its limited set of commands 

machine intelligence /mo'fi:zn ın 
,telid3(9)ns/ noun the design of computer 
programs and devices that attempt to imi- 
tate human intelligence and decision-mak- 
ing functions, providing basic reasoning 
and other human characteristics 
machine-intimate /mo,fi:n 'ıntımət/ 
adjective referring to software that oper- 
ates and interacts closely with the hard- 
ware in a system 

machine language /moa'fim 
langwid3/ noun 1. same as machine 
code 2. the way in which machine code is 
written 

machine language compile /mo 
Jin jlengwid3 kom'pail/ noun the 
process of generating a machine code pro- 
gram from a HLL program by translating 
and assembling each HLL instruction 
machine language programming 
/mə, fiin langwid3 'praugremin/ noun 
the slowest and most complex method of 
programming a CPU, but the fastest in ex- 
ecution, achieved by entering directly into 
RAM or ROM the binary representation 
for the machine code instructions to be 
carried out (NOTE: The alternative meth- 
ods are to use an assembler with assem- 
bly language programs or a compiler with 
HLL programs.) 

machine readable /mo,fim 
'riidəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to com- 
mands or data stored on a medium that can 
be directly input into the computer 
machine-readable code /mo,fin 
ri:idəb(ə)l 'koud/ noun a set of signs or 
letters, e.g. a bar code or post code, that 
can be read by computers 

machine run /mo'fi:n ran/ noun the 
action of processing instructions in a pro- 
gram by a computer 

machine translation /mo,fi:n trans 
'‘le1f(a)n/ noun a computer system that is 
used to translate text and commands from 
one language and syntax to another 
machine word /mo'fi:n w3:d/ noun a 
number of bits of data operated on simul- 
taneously by a CPU in one machine cycle, 
often 8, 16 or 32 bits 

Macintosh /'mækıntof/ a trade name 
for a range of personal computers de- 
signed by Apple Corporation. The Macin- 
tosh uses the Motorola family of proces- 


sors, the 68000, and offers similar comput- 
ing power to a PC. The Macintosh is best 
known for its graphical user interface 
which allows a user to control the compu- 
ter using icons and a mouse. O Macintosh 
computers are not compatible with an IBM 
PC unless you use special emulation soft- 
ware. Also called Mac 

macro /mækrəu/ noun a program rou- 
tine or block of instructions identified by a 
single word or label 

macro- /mekrau/ prefix very large or 
applying to the whole system 

macro block /'mækrəu blok/ noun a 
grid of 16x16 pixels used to analyse and 
compress video data in the MPEG com- 
pression system 

macro Call /‘mzkrau ko:1/ noun the use 
of a label in an assembly language pro- 
gram to indicate to an assembler that the 
macro routine is to be inserted at that point 
macro code /'mækrəu kəud/ noun one 
word that is used to represent a number of 
instructions, simplifying program writing 
macro command /'mækrəu kə 
,ma:nd/ noun same as macro code 
macro definition /‘meekrou 
.defanif(a)n/ noun a description, in a pro- 
gram or to the operating system, of the 
structure, function and instructions that 
make up a macro operation 
macroelement = //‘mzkrau,elimont/ 
nouna number of data items treated as one 
element 

macro expansion /'mækrəu ik 
\Speenf(9)n/ noun a process in which a 
macro call is replaced with the instructions 
in the macro 

macro flowchart /‘meekrou 
floutfa:t/ noun a graphical representa- 
tion of the logical steps, stages and actions 
within a routine 

macroinstruction /‘makrau 
nstrakfan/ noun one programming in- 
struction that refers to a number of instruc- 
tions within a routine or macro 

macro language /‘mekrou 
jlangwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage that allows the programmer to de- 
fine and use macro instructions 


“Microsoft has released a developer’s kit for its 
Word 6.0 for Windows wordprocessing package. 
The 900-page kit explains how to use the WordBasic 
macro language supplied with the software.’ [Com- 
puting] 
macro library /‘mekrav larbrəri/ 
noun a number of useful, independent rou- 
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tines that can be incorporated into any pro- 
gram to ease program writing 


Macromedia Director 
/ mækrəvmi:diə dar'rekto/ a trade name 
for authoring software for the PC and 
Macintosh that uses the Lingo scripting 
language 

macro programming /,mekrou 
,prougremin/ noun the process of writ- 
ing a program using macro instructions or 
defining macro instructions 


macro virus /'mækrəu ,vatras/ noun a 
type of virus that is stored as a macro at- 
tached to a document or e-mail message. 
Most advanced software applications pro- 
vide a macro language that lets users ex- 
tend the application and automate features. 
However, as macro languages become 
more advanced and powerful, they also 
provide an opportunity for someone to cre- 
ate a macro that can delete files or corrupt 
data when run. 
COMMENT: A macro virus will run when the 
document is opened. Some viruses are be- 
nign, others carry out malicious damage on 
your files and data. The virus will also try and 
spread to other compatible documents and 
applications on your computer, so that any 
new documents you create are also infected. 
Current macro virus attacks have used the 
macro features of advanced e-mail software 
to re-send the virus to all the e-mail addresses 
stored in your e-mail address book. The last 
major macro virus created so much extra net- 
work e-mail traffic on the Internet that many 
servers were overloaded. The best way to 
avoid a macro virus is to regularly run virus 
detection software that can check and remove 
viruses attached to documents and new e- 
mail messages. 
magazine /mzgo'zi:n/ noun a number 
of pages in a videotext system 
magnet /'‘mzgnit/ noun something that 
produces a magnetic field 
magnetic /mzg'netik/ adjective that 
has a magnetic field associated with it 
magnetic bubble memory /mæg 
wnetik 'bab(9)l ,;mem(a)ri/ noun » bub- 
ble memory 
magnetic card /meg'netik ka:d/ 
noun a plastic card with a strip of magnet- 
ic recording material on its surface, allow- 
ing data to be stored 
magnetic card reader /mzg,netik 
‘kard ,ri:da/ noun a machine that can read 
data stored on a magnetic card 
magnetic cartridge /mzg,netik 
‘kartrid3/ noun a small box containing a 
reel of magnetic tape and a pick up reel 


magnetic cassette /meg,netik ko 
'set/ noun same as magnetic cartridge 
magnetic cell /mzg'nettk sel/ noun a 
small piece of material whose magnetic 
field can be altered to represent the two 
states of binary data 

magnetic core /mzg'netrk kə:/ noun 
an early main memory system for storing 
data in the first types of computer, where 
each bit of data was stored in a magnetic 
cell 

magnetic disk /mzg'nettk disk/ noun 
a flat circular piece of material coated with 
a substance, allowing signals and data to 
be stored magnetically 

magnetic disk unit /mzg,netik ‘disk 
,jurnit/ noun a computer peripheral made 
up of a disk drive and the necessary control 
electronics 

magnetic drum /mzg'netitk dram/ 
noun a cylindrical magnetic storage de- 
vice 

magnetic encoding /mzg,netik in 
'kəudıy/ noun the storage of binary data 
signals on a magnetic medium 
magnetic field /mzg,netik  'fi:ld/ 
noun a description of the polarity and 
strength of magnetic effects at a point 
magnetic flux /mæg'netık flaks/ 
nouna measure of magnetic field strength 
per unit area 

magnetic head /mzg'netitk hed/ 
noun an electromagnetic component that 
converts electrical signals into a magnetic 
field, allowing them to be stored on a mag- 
netic medium 

magnetic ink /mzg,netik '1nk/ noun 
printing ink that contains a magnetic mate- 
rial, used in some character recognition 
systems 

magnetic ink character recogni- 
tion /mzg,netik mk ,kerikto ,rekog 
‘nif(a)n/ noun full form of MICR 
magnetic master  /mzg,netik 
'ma:rstə/ noun the original version of a re- 
corded tape or disk 

magnetic material /mzg,netik mo 
'tiorial/ noun a substance that will retain a 
magnetic flux pattern after a magnetic 
field is removed 

magnetic media /mzg,nettk 'mi:dio/ 
plural noun magnetic materials used to 
store signals, e.g. disk and tape 
magnetic medium  /mag,netik 
'mi:diom/ noun same as magnetic mate- 
rial 


magnetic memory 
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magnetic memory = /mzg,netik 
'mem(ə)ri/ noun storage that uses a medi- 
um that can store data bits as magnetic 
field changes 

magnetic polarity /mzg,netik pou 
'‘leriti/ noun a method of indicating if a 
point is a source or collector of magnetic 
flux patterns 

magnetic recording /mezg,nettk rı 
'kordin/ noun the process of transferring 
an electrical signal onto a moving magnet- 
ic tape or disk by means of an magnetic 
field generated by a magnetic head 
magnetic screen /mzg'nettk skri:n/ 
noun a metal screen to prevent stray mag- 
netic fields affecting electronic compo- 
nents 

magnetic storage /meg,netik 
'sto:rıd3/ noun a method of storing infor- 
mation as magnetic changes on a sensitive 
disk, such as a floppy disk or hard disk 
magnetic strip /mzg,netik 'strıp/ 
noun a layer of magnetic material on the 
surface of a plastic card, used for record- 
ing data 

magnetic stripe /mzg,netik 'strarp/ 
noun a strip of magnetic material, contain- 
ing information in coded form, on a plastic 
card such as a credit card 

magnetic strip reader /mzg,netik 
‘strip ,ri:do/ noun same as magnetic 
card reader 

magnetic tape /mzg'netik terp/ noun 
a narrow length of thin plastic coated with 
a magnetic material used to store signals 
magnetically 


COMMENT: Magnetic tape is available on 
spools of between 200 and 800 metres. The 
tape is magnetised by the read/write head. 
Tape is a storage medium that only allows se- 
rial access, that is, all the tape has to be read 
until the required location is found, as op- 
posed to disk storage, which can be accessed 
randomly. 


magnetic tape cartridge /mæg 
netik terp 'kartrid3/ noun a small box 
containing a reel of magnetic tape and a 
pick up reel, used in a cassette player or 
tape drive 

magnetic tape cassette /mzg,netik 
terp ko'set/ noun same as magnetic 
tape cartridge 

magnetic tape encoder /mzg,netik 
terp en'kauda/ noun a device that direct- 
ly writes data entered at a keyboard onto 
magnetic tape 

magnetic tape reader /mzg,netik 
terp 'rixdə/ noun a machine that can read 


signals stored on magnetic tape and con- 
vert them to an electrical form that can be 
understood by a computer 

magnetic tape recorder /mzg,netik 
'terp r1,ko:da/ noun a device with a mag- 
netic head, motor and circuitry to allow 
electrical signals to be recorded onto or 
played back from a magnetic tape 
magnetic tape transport /mæg 
netik terp 'traenspo:t/ noun a computer- 
controlled magnetic tape drive mechanism 
magnetic transfer /mzg,netik 
'treensf31/ noun the copying of signals 
stored on one type of magnetic medium to 
another 

magnetise /'‘mzgno,taiz/, magnetize 
verb to convert a material or object into a 
magnet 

magneto-optical disc /mzg,ni:tau 
pptrk(a)l 'disk/ noun an optical disc that 
is used in a magneto-optical recording de- 
vice 

magneto-optical recording /mzg 
mni:təu = ,pptik(a)l ri'kordin/ noun a 
method of recording that uses an optical 
disc covered with a thin layer of magnetic 
film that is heated by a laser. The particles 
are then polarised by a weak magnetic 
field. (NOTE: Magneto-optical discs have 
very high capacity, over 600Mb, and are 
re-writable.) 

magnitude /'mzgnitju:d/ noun a level 
or strength of a signal or variable 

mag tape /'mæg terp/ noun same as 
magnetic tape (informal) 

mail /metl/ noun electronic messages to 
and from users of a bulletin board or net- 
work 

mail application programming in- 
terface / merl weplikerf(s)n 
‘prougremin ,Intofeis/ noun full form 
of MAPI 

mailbox /‘meilbpks/, mail box /‘meil 
bpks/ noun an electronic storage space 
with an address in which a user’s incoming 
messages are stored 

mail-enabled /meil 1n'e1b(a)ld/ adjec- 
tive referring to an application that has ac- 
cess to an electronic mail system without 
leaving the application O This word-proc- 
essor is mail-enabled — you can send mes- 
sages to other users from within it. 

mail exchange record /,meil rks 
'tfemd3 ,reko:d/ noun (in an electronic 
mail system) information stored in the 
DNS, a database that helps locate a do- 
main name on the Internet or a Unix net- 
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work, that tells a mail system how to deliv- 
er a mail message to a particular domain O 
Mail sent to ‘smith&pcp.co.uk’ will be 
sent to the ‘pcp.co.uk’ server by the MX 
record, the local server then has to send 
the message to the user ‘smith’. Also 
called MX record 


mail gateway /'meil ,gettwet/ noun a 
software program, or a combination of 
server and software, that links two differ- 
ent electronic mail systems together so 
that mail messages can be transferred from 
one system to another. For example, if you 
are using Lotus cc:Mail as the electronic 
mail product within your company, you 
would need to fit a gateway function to al- 
low messages to be sent to and received by 
users on the Internet. (NOTE: LAN e-mail 
systems normally use one of three main 
standards, MAPI, MHS or VIM, to send 
mail messages. If you are sending mail 
from a LAN e-mail system to the Internet 
the mail gateway needs to convert this 
standard to one of the Internet mail 
standards such as POP3 or SMTP be- 
fore it can be delivered.) 


mailing /'merlin/ noun the process of 
sending something using the post or e-mail 
mailing list /‘merlty list/ noun (in elec- 
tronic mail) list of the e-mail addresses of 
users who receive information on a regular 
basis from a company, a person or from 
other people on the list. An Internet mail- 
ing list allows any person whose name and 
address are on the list to send a message to 
the list, which will then automatically dis- 
tribute a copy of this message to all the 
other people on the list. 


mailmerge /‘merlms3:d3/ noun a word- 
processing program which allows a stand- 
ard form letter to be printed out to a series 
of different names and addresses 
‘Spreadsheet views for data and graphical forms for 
data entry have been added to the Q&A database, 
with the traditional reporting, mailmerge, and labels 
improved through Windows facilities.’ [Computing] 
mail server /meil 's3:va/ noun a com- 
puter that stores incoming mail and sends 
it to the correct user and stores outgoing 
mail and transfers it to the correct destina- 
tion server on the Internet 


mail transfer agent /,meil 'trensfs: 
,erdzont/ noun a software program that 
manages the way electronic mail messages 
are transferred over a network. On com- 
puters running the Unix operating system 
and the Internet the ‘sendmail’ software is 


the most popular mail transfer agent. Abbr 
MTA 

mail user agent /,meil 
,erdzant/ noun full form of MUA 
main /mein/ adjective most important 
main body /,mein 'bodi/ noun a set of 
instructions that form the main part of a 
program and from which other subroutines 
are called 

main clock /‘mein klvk/ noun a clock 
signal that synchronises all the compo- 
nents in a system 

main entry /mein ‘entri/ noun an entry 
in a catalogue that contains the most im- 
portant information about a particular doc- 
ument 

mainframe /'memfrermm kom,pju:to/, 
mainframe computer /,meinfrerm kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a large-scale high-power 
computer system that can handle high-ca- 
pacity memory and backing storage devic- 
es as well as a number of operators simul- 
taneously 

mainframe access /'meinfreim 
,ekses/ noun the process of using micro- 
computers to access a mainframe compu- 
ter 

main index /mein 'tndeks/ noun a gen- 
eral index that directs the user gradually to 
more specific index areas 

main loop /,mein 'lu:p/ noun a series of 
instructions performed repeatedly that car- 
ry out the main action of a program. This 
loop is often used to wait for user input be- 
fore processing the event. 

main memory /mem 'mem(o)ri/ noun 
a fast-access RAM whose locations can be 
directly and immediately addressed by the 
CPU O The 16-bit system includes up to 
3Mb of main memory. 

main menu /mein 'menju:/ noun a list 
of the primary options available 

main routine /mein ru:'tiin/ noun a 
section of instructions that make up the 
main part of a program (NOTE: A program 
often consists of a main routine and sev- 
eral subroutines, which are called from 
the main routine.) 

mains electricity /meins 1,lek'trisati/ 
noun the normal domestic electricity sup- 
ply to consumers (NOTE: In the UK this is 
240 volts at 50Hz. In the US, it is 110 
volts at 60Hz.) 

main storage /mein 'sto:r1d3/ noun 
same as main memory 

maintain /mern'tern/ verb to ensure a 
system is in good condition and function- 
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ing correctly well maintained well 
looked after 

maintainability  /,mernterno'bılrti/ 
noun the ability to have repairs carried out 
quickly and efficiently if a failure occurs 
maintenance /'‘meintonons/ noun 1. 
the task of keeping a machine in good 
working condition 2. tasks carried out in 
order to keep a system running, e.g. repair- 
ing faults and replacing components 
maintenance contract /‘meintonons 
ikontrekt/ noun an arrangement with a 
repair company that provides for regular 
checks and special repair prices in the 
event of a fault 

maintenance release /'meintonons 
ri,lits/ noun a program revision that cor- 
rects a minor problem or bug but does not 
offer any major new features O The main- 
tenance release of the database program, 
version 2.01, corrects the problem with the 
margins. 

maintenance routine /'meintonons 
rut,tizn/ noun a software diagnostic tool 
used by an engineer during preventative 
maintenance operations 

major cycle /,merd3ə 'sark(a)l/ noun 
the minimum access time of a mechanical 
storage device 

majordomo /,meid30'dsumau/ noun 
same as listserv 

make directory /,metk dar'rekt(a)ri/ 
noun full form of MD 

male connector /meil ka'nekta/ noun 
a plug with conducting pins that can be in- 
serted into a female connector to provide 
an electrical connection 

malfunction /mezl'fankfan/ noun (of 
hardware or software) the fact of not 
working correctly O The data was lost due 
to a software malfunction. ™@ verb not to 
work properly O Some of the keys on the 
keyboard have started to malfunction. 
malfunctioning /mzl'fankfont/ ad- 
jective not working properly 
malfunction routine /mzl'fankfon 
rur,tirn/ noun a software routine used to 
find and help diagnose the cause of an er- 
ror or fault 

MAN /mezen/ noun a network extending 
over a limited geographical area, normally 
a city. Full form metropolitan area net- 
work. Compare LAN, WAN 
manageable /'mznid3ab(9)l/ adjec- 
tive that can be dealt with easily O 
processing problems which are still man- 
ageable. 











management information service 
/menid3mont ,mfo'merf(a)n ,s3rvis/ 
noun a department within a company that 
is responsible for information and data 
processing. Abbr MIS (NOTE: In practice, 
this department is often responsible for 
the computer system in a company.) 


management information system 
/menid3mont ,info'merf(o)n ,sistom/ 
noun software that allows managers in a 
company to access and analyse data. Abbr 
MIS 


manager /'mznid39/ noun a user- 
friendly front end software that allows 
easy access to operating system com- 
mands 


Manchester coding /'mæntfestə 
ikodin/ noun a method of encoding data 
and timing signals that is used in commu- 
nications. The first half of the bit period in- 
dicates the value of the bit (1 or 0), and the 
second half is used as a timing signal. 


Mandlebrot set /'mænd(ə)lbrot set/ 
noun a mathematical equation that is 
called recursively to generate a set of val- 
ues. When plotted these form a fractal im- 
age. } fractal 


manipulate /mo'nipju,lert/ verb to 
move, edit and change text or data O An 
image processor that captures, displays 
and manipulates video images. 
manipulation /ma,nipju'lerf(a)n/ 
noun the process of moving or editing or 
changing text or data O The high-speed 
database management program allows the 
manipulation of very large amounts of da- 
ta. 


man machine interface /,mzn mə 
Jin 'intəfers/ noun full form of MMI 


mantissa /mæn'tısə/ noun the fraction- 
al part of a number O The mantissa of the 
number 45.897 is 0.897. 


manual /'mænjuəl/ noun a document 
containing instructions about the opera- 
tion of a system or piece of software O The 
manual is included with the system. 
manual data processing /,mznjuol 
'dertə ,prausesin/ noun the process of 
sorting and processing information with- 
out the help of a computer 

manual entry /,mznjuol ‘entri/ noun 
the act of entering data into a computer by 
an operator via a keyboard 

manual input /,mzenjuol 'input/ noun 
same as manual entry 
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manually /‘mznjuoli/ adverb done by 
hand, not automatically O The paper has 
to be fed into the printer manually. 


map /mæp/ noun a diagram representing 
the internal layout of a computer’s memo- 
ry or communications regions W verb 1. to 
retrieve data and display it as a map 2. to 
represent a network directory path on a re- 
mote computer with a local drive letter, en- 
abling a user to view the contents of the re- 
mote directory by simply typing in the 
drive letter rather than the often long and 
complex directory path 3. to represent a 
network printer connected to another com- 
puter on a network with a local printer 
identifier, so a user can treat the remote 
network printer as if it is directly connect- 
ed to their computer 4. to connect to a disk 
drive or a printer that is connected to an- 
other computer on a network. » texture 
mapping 5. to transform a two-dimen- 
sional image into a_three-dimensional 
form that can then be rotated or manipulat- 
ed 6. (in an image) to transform a graphi- 
cal object from one coordinate system to 
another so that it can be displayed; e.g., to 
transform a three-dimensional wire frame 
model to a solid shaded object. ù texture 
mapping 

MAPI/,em e1 pi: 'a1/ noun a set of stand- 
ards, developed by Microsoft, that defines 
how electronic mail is sent and delivered. 
Full form mail application program- 
ming interface 


MAR /,em er 'a:/ noun a register within 
the CPU that contains the next location to 
be accessed. Full form memory address 
register 

marching display /ma:tfin di'sple1/ 
noun a display device that contains a buff- 
er to show the last few characters entered 


margin /'‘ma:d3m/ noun 1. the blank 
space around a section of printed text O 
When typing the contract leave wide mar- 
gins. o to set the margin to define the size 
of a margin 2. an extra time or space 


margin of error /,ma:d3in ov 'erə/ 
noun the number of mistakes that is ac- 
ceptable in a document or in a calculation 


mark /mazk/ noun 1. a sign put on a page 
to show something 2. a transmitted signal 
that represents a logical one or true condi- 
tion Ml verb to put a mark on something 


mark block /,mark 'blok/ verb to put a 
block marker at the beginning and end of a 
block of text 














marker /'ma:kə/ noun a code inserted in 
a file or text to indicate a special section 
mark sense /,ma:k 'sens/ verb to write 
characters with conductive or magnetic 
ink so that they are then machine readable 
mark sense device /,ma:k ‘sens dr 
,vais/ noun a device that reads data from 
special cards containing conductive or 
magnetic marks 

mark sense reader /,ma:k ‘sens 
‚ri:də/ noun same as mark sense device 
mark sensing card /'ma:k ,sensin 
kard/ noun a preprinted card with spaces 
for mark sense characters 

mark space /,ma:k 'spets/ noun a two- 
state transmission code using a mark and a 
space (without a mark) as signals 
markup /‘ma:kap/ noun the addition of 
instructions for layout and style to a text 
that is to be printed out 

markup language /'‘markap 
jlangwid3/ noun a computer coding sys- 
tem that gives instructions relating to the 
layout and style to be used for a document 
marquee /ma:'ki:/ noun 1. (in graphics) 
the area selected by a selection tool 2. (in 
a website) a piece of text that moves slow- 
ly across the screen, used as a special fea- 
ture of a webpage 

mask /ma:sk/ noun 1. an integrated cir- 
cuit layout that is used to define the pattern 
to be etched or doped onto a slice of semi- 
conductor O A mask or stencil is used to 
transfer the transistor design onto silicon. 
2. a pattern of binary digits used to select 
various bits from a binary word. A one in 
the mask retains that bit in the word. W 
verb to cover an area of something with 
something 

maskable /‘ma:skab(a)I/ adjective that 
can be masked 

maskable_ interrupt /,ma:skob(o)l 
‘intorapt/ noun an interrupt which can be 
activated by using an interrupt mask 
mask bit /'ma:sk bit/ noun one bit in a 
mask, used to select the required bit from 
a word or string 

masked ROM /'ma:skt rom/ noun a 
read-only memory device that is pro- 
grammed during manufacture, by deposit- 
ing metal onto selected regions dictated by 
the shape of a mask 

masking /‘ma:sk1n/ noun an operation 
used to select various bits in a word 
mask register /ma:sk 'red31sta/ noun 
a storage location in a computer that con- 
tains the pattern of bits used as a mask 


mass production 
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mass production /mes pro'dakfon/ 
noun the process of manufacturing large 


quantities of goods O mass production of 


monitors 

mass storage /mes 'sto:rid3/ noun 
the storage and retrieval of large amounts 
of data 

mass storage device /,mæs 
'stoirid3 di,vais/ noun a computer back- 
ing store device that is able to store large 
amounts of data O The hard disk is a mass 
storage device. 

mass storage system /mæs 
‘stoirid3 ,sistom/ noun a data storage 
system that can hold more than one mil- 
lion million bits of a data 

master /'ma:sto/ adjective referring to 
the main or most important device or per- 
son in a system O The master computer 
controls everything else. @ verb to learn 
and understand a language or process O 
We mastered the new word-processor quite 
quickly. 

master card /'ma:stə ka:d/ noun the 
first punched card in a pack that provides 
information about the rest of the pack 
master clock /'ma:stə klok/ noun a 
timing signal to which all components in a 
system are synchronised 

master computer /'maisto kom 
\pju:to/ noun a computer in a multiproc- 
essor system that controls the other proc- 
essors and allocates jobs 

master control program /,ma:sto 
kon'troul ,praugreem/ noun software that 
controls the operations in a system. Abbr 
MCP 

master data /,ma:sto 'dertə/ noun ref- 
erence data which is stored in a master file 
master disc /'ma:sto disk/ noun a 
glass disc onto which a laser etches pits to 
represent data, and which is then used to 
create plastic compact discs ready for dis- 
tribution 

master disk /'ma:stə disk/ noun 1. a 
disk containing all the files for a task 2. a 
disk containing the code for a computer’s 
operating system that must be loaded be- 
fore the system will operate 

master file /'ma:stə fatl/ noun a set of 
all the reference data required for an appli- 
cation, which is updated periodically 
mastering /'ma:stərıy/ noun a process 
used to convert finished data to a master 
disc 

master/master computer system 
/mar:sto 'marsto kom,pju:to ,sistom/ 


noun a system in which each processor is 
a master, dedicated to one task 

master program file /,ma:sto 
‘prougrem ,fail/ noun a magnetic medi- 
um which contains all the programs re- 
quired for an application 

master/slave computer system 
/mar:sto 'sletv kom,pju:ta ,sistom/ 
noun a system with a master controlling 
computer and a slave that takes commands 
from the master 

master tape /'ma:stə terp/ noun a 
magnetic tape which contains all the vital 
operating system routines, loaded by the 
initial program loader once when the com- 
puter is switched on or hard reset 
master terminal /,ma:sto 't3:min(9)I/ 
noun one terminal in a network which has 
priority over any other, used by the system 
manager to set up the system or carry out 
privileged commands O The system man- 
ager uses the master terminal to restart the 
system. 

mat /mezt/ noun a plain coloured border 
that is displayed around an image that is 
smaller than the window in which it is dis- 
played 

match /mætf/ verb 1. to search through 
a database for a similar piece of informa- 
tion 2. to set a register equal to another 
material /ma'trarial/ noun a substance 
which can be used to make a finished prod- 
uct O Gold is the ideal material for electri- 
cal connections. 

math /mz6/ noun US same as mathe- 
matics (informal) 

mathematical /mæðə'mætık(ə)l/ ad- 
jective referring to mathematics 
mathematical model 
/mæðəmætık(ə)l 'mpd(a)l/ noun a rep- 
resentation of a system using mathemati- 
cal ideas and formulae 

mathematical subroutines 
/mæðəmætık(ə)l 'sabru:ti:nz/ plural 
noun library routines that carry out stand- 
ard mathematical functions such as square 
root, logarithm, cosine and sine 
mathematics /,mæðə'mætıks/ noun 
the science of the relationship between 
numbers, their manipulation and organisa- 
tion to (logically) prove facts and theories. 
ù algebra 

maths chip /'mæðs ,tf1ıp/ noun a dedi- 
cated IC that can be added to a system to 
carry out mathematical functions far more 
rapidly than a standard CPU, speeding up 
the execution of a program 
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maths coprocessor /'mæðs kau 
,|prauseso/ noun same as maths chip 
matrix /'meitriks/ noun 1. an array of 
numbers or data items arranged in rows 
and columns 2. an array of connections be- 
tween logic gates providing a number of 
possible logical functions 3. a pattern of 
the dots that make up a character on a com- 
puter screen, dot-matrix or laser printer 
matrix printer /'mertriks ,printo/ 
noun » dot-matrix printer 

matrix rotation /'meitriks rau 
,terf(a)n/ noun the process of swapping 
the rows with the columns in an array, 
equal to rotating by 90 degrees 

matrix transform /,mertriks træns 
‘form/ noun a mathematical process used 
to rotate a line in any direction. The proc- 
ess involves multiplying a 4x4 transform 
matrix with the matrix of the line’s coordi- 
nates. 

matte /mzt/ noun (in video or film) a 
specified region within an image, which 
can be coded to appear transparent or 
opaque. A matte is reveals or masks off 
part of an image in another plane, and is 
normally used for special effects in which 
an object is photographed against a spe- 
cially coloured background that is then re- 
placed with another image to give the im- 
pression that the object appears against 
that image. ù chroma key 

matter /'mætə/ noun the main section of 
text on a page as opposed to titles or head- 
lines 

MAU abbr multistation access unit 
maximise /'meksimaiz/, maximize 
verb (in MS-Windows) to expand an appli- 
cation icon back to its original display 
window. Compare minimise 

maximum /'mæksıməm/ noun the 
highest value used or that is allowed 
maximum capacity /mæksıməm ko 
‘peesiti/ noun the greatest amount of data 
that can be stored 

maximum transmission rate 
/ mæksıməm trænz'mıf(ə)n ,rert/ noun 
the greatest amount of data that can be 
transmitted every second 

maximum users /,mæksıməm 
'juizəz/ plural noun the greatest number 
of users that a system can support at any 
one time 

Mb abbr megabit 

MB abbr megabyte 

Mbps abbr megabits per second 


MBR /,em bi: 'a:/ noun a register in a 
CPU that temporarily buffers all inputs 
and outputs. Full form memory buffer 
register 

Mbyte /'em bart/ abbr megabyte © The 
latest model has a 30Mbyte hard disk. 
MCA / em si: 'er/ a trade name for the ex- 
pansion bus within IBM’s PS/2 range of 
personal computers that has taken over 
from the older ISA/AT bus. MCA is a 32- 
bit bus that supports bus master devices. 
Full form Micro Channel Architecture 
E abbr media control architecture 

MCA chipset /,em si: e1 'tftpset/ noun 
the number of electronic components re- 
quired to manage the timing and data sig- 
nals over an MCA expansion bus 

MCGA / em si: d3i: 'e1/ noun a colour 
graphics adapter standard fitted in low-end 
IBM PS/2 computers. Full form multi- 
color graphics adapter 

MCI/,em si: 'ar/ noun an interface that al- 
low any program to control a multimedia 
device such as a sound card or video clip. 
Full form media control interface 

MCI device /,em si: 'at di,vats/ noun a 
recognised multimedia device that is in- 
stalled in a computer with the correct driv- 
ers 

MCP /.em si: 'pi: ,d3omt/ abbr master 
control program 

MD /,em 'di:/ noun a DOS command 
used to create a new directory on a disk. 
Full form make directory 

MDA /,em di: 'e1/ noun a video adapter 
standard used in early PC systems that 
could display text in 25 lines of 80 col- 
umns. Full form monochrome display 
adapter 

MDK/,em di: 'ke1/ noun a product devel- 
oped by Microsoft that allows developers 
to produce multimedia applications more 
easily using the supplied libraries of rou- 
tines to control video playback, process 
images and display text. Full form multi- 
media developer’s kit 

MDR /,em di: 'a:/ noun a register in a 
CPU that holds data before it is processed 
or moved to a memory location. Full form 
memory data register 

MDRAM /,em ‘di: reem/ noun a type of 
high-performance memory normally used 
in video adapter cards to provide fast 
graphic display. Full form multibank dy- 
namic random access memory 

mean /mi:n/ noun, adjective the average 
value of a set of numbers or values E verb 


mean time between failures 
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to signify something O The message DISK 
FULL means that there is no more room on 
the disk for further data. 

mean time between failures /,mi:n 
tarım b1,twi:n 'feiljaz/ noun full form of 
MTBF 

mean time to failure /,mi:n tarm to 
'feilja/ noun full form of MTF 
measure /'me39/ noun 1. a way of cal- 
culating size or quantity 2. the total width 
of a printed line of text 3. a type of action 
to take measures to prevent something 
happening to act to stop something hap- 
pening W verb 1. to find out the size or 
quantity of something 2. to be of a certain 
size or quantity 

measurement /'mezomont/ noun a 
way of judging something O Performance 
measurement or measurement of perform- 
ance is carried out by running a bench- 
mark program. 

measurements /'me3omonts/ plural 
noun size O to write down the measure- 
ments of a package 

mechanical /mi'kzn1k(9)l/ adjective 
referring to machines 

mechanical mouse /mi'kenik(o)l 
maus/ noun pointing device that is operat- 
ed by moving it across a flat surface. As 
the mouse is moved, a ball inside spins and 
turns two sensors that feed the horizontal 
and vertical movement back to the compu- 
ter. Compare optical mouse 
mechanism /'mekos,niz(a)m/ noun a 
piece of machinery O The printer mecha- 
nism is very simple. 

medallion /mə'dæliən/ noun the micro- 
chip inside a smart card 

media /'mi:diə/ plural noun physical 
materials that can be used to store data O 
Computers can store data on a variety of 
media, such as disk or CD-ROM. 

media access control /,mi:dis 
'ækses kon,traul/ noun a sublayer within 
the data-link layer of the OSI network 
model that provides access to the transmis- 
sion media. Abbr MAC 

media control architecture /,mi:dis 
kon,troul 'arki,tektfa/ noun full form of 
MCA 

media control interface /,mi:diə kon 
,traul 'mntofers/ noun full form of MCI 
media conversion /,mi:djo kon 
'v3if(a)n/ noun the process of copying 
data from one type of storage medium to 
another 














media error /,mi:dja 'era/ noun a fault 
in the storage media that corrupts data 
Media Player /'mi:dia ,pleto/ a trade 
name for a Windows utility program that 
allows a user to control installed multime- 
dia hardware including video disc or audio 
CDs, or play back multimedia files includ- 
ing sound, animation and video files 
MediaServer /'mi:dia,s3:vo/ a trade 
name for a system developed by Netscape 
to provide audio and video delivery over 
the Internet 

medical telematics /,medik(o)! ‚telr 
‘meetiks/ noun the development and use 
of computer networks to enable medical 
data to be accessed from different coun- 
tries and exchanged between one country 
and another 

medium /'mi:diam/ adjective middle or 
average O a medium-sized computer sys- 
tem ™@ noun any physical material that can 
be used to store date 

medium model /,mi:disom 'mod(ə)l/ 
noun memory model of the Intel 80x86 
processor family that allows 64Kb of data 
and up to 1MB of code 

medium scale integration 
/,mi:diom skeil ,mti'gretf(9)n/ noun an 
integrated circuit with 10 — 500 compo- 
nents. Abbr MSI 

medium speed /'mi:diom spi:d/ noun 
a data communication speed between 
2400 and 9600 bits per second (NOTE: Me- 
dium speed transmission describes the 
maximum rate of transfer for a normal 
voice grade channel.) 

meet /mi:t/ noun a logical function 
whose output is true if both inputs are true 
meg /meg/ noun same as megabyte 
(informal) O This computer has a ninety- 
meg hard disk. 

mega- /megə/ prefix 1. one million 2. 
1,048,576 (equal to 27) and used only in 
computing and electronic related applica- 
tions 

megabit /'megabit/ noun equal to 
1,048,576 bits. Abbr Mb 

megabits per second /,megabits p3: 
'sekond/ noun a number of million bits 
transmitted every second. Abbr Mbps 
megabyte /'megəbaırt/ noun a measure 
of the data capacity of a storage device that 
is equal to 1,048,576 bytes or 2” bytes. 
Megabytes are used to measure the storage 
capacity of hard disk drives or main mem- 
ory (RAM). Abbr MB 
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‘Doing this reduced a bitmap of my desktop from 
2.25 megabytes to a 58K GIF’ [The Guardian] 


mega floating point instructions 
per second /,mego ,floutiy pomt in 
)strakfonz p3: si'kond/ noun full form 
of MFLOPS 


megaflop /'megəflop/ noun a measure 
of computing power and speed equal to 
one million floating point instructions per 
second. Abbr MFLOPS 


megahertz /'megə,hs:ts/ noun a meas- 
ure of frequency equal to one million cy- 
cles per second. Abbr MHz 

megapixel display /megə,pıks(ə)l dı 
'sple1/ noun a display adapter and monitor 
that are capable of displaying over one 
million pixels. This means a resolution of 
at least 1,024x1,024 pixels. 


Megastream /'megostri:m/ a trade 
name for a data link provided by British 
Telecom that offers data transfer at rates 
up to 8Mbits/second 

Mega VGA /,megp vi: d3i: 'e1/ noun a 
256 colour Super VGA mode with a reso- 
lution of 1024x768 that requires one meg- 
abyte of video RAM 


member /'membə/ noun 1. one object 
on a page of a multimedia book 2. an indi- 
vidual record or item in a field 


membrane keyboard /,membrein 
'ki:bo:d/ noun a keyboard that uses a thin 
plastic or rubber sheet with key shapes 
moulded into it. When the user presses on 
a key, it activates a pressure sensor. (NOTE: 
The keys in a membrane keyboard have 
less travel than normal mechanical keys, 
but since they have no moving parts, they 
are more robust and reliable.) 


memo field /‘memou fi:ld/ noun a field 
in a database or text window in an applica- 
tion that allows a user to add comments or 
a memo about the entry 


memorise /'memə,rarz/, memorize 
verb to remember or to retain in the mem- 
ory 
memory /'mem(ə)ri/ noun storage 
space in a computer system or medium 
that is capable of retaining data or instruc- 
tions 
‘The lower-power design, together with an addition- 
al 8Kb of on-board cache memory, will increase the 


chip’s performance to 75 million instructions per 
second.’ [Computing] 

“...when a program is loaded into memory, some is 
used for the code, some for the permanent data, and 
some is reserved for the stack which grows and 
shrinks for function calls and local data’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


memory access time /,mem(s)ri 
'ekses ,tarm/ noun a time delay between 
requesting access to a location and actual- 
ly gaining access to it 

memory address register 
/mem(9)ri ə'dres ,red3z1sta/ noun full 
form of MAR 

memory allocation /'mem(ə)ri 
,elakerf(9)n/ noun a process in which an 
operating system provides an application 
with the memory it requires in order to run 
memory backup capacitor 
/mem(ə)ri 'bekap ka,pesita/ noun a 
very high-capacitance, small device that 
can be used instead of a battery to provide 
power for volatile RAM chips for up to 
two weeks 

memory bank /'mem(ə)ri beenk/ noun 
a number of smaller storage devices con- 
nected together to form one large area of 
memory 

memory board /'‘mem(a)ri bo:d/ noun 
a printed circuit board containing memory 
chips 

memory buffer register /‘mem(s)ri 
ibafa ,red3ista/ noun full form of MBR 
memory bus /'mem(ə)ri bas/ noun a 
bus carrying address data between a CPU 
and memory devices 

memory capacity /'mem(ə)ri kə 
|peesiti/ noun the number of bits or bytes 
that can be stored within a memory device 
memory cell /‘mem(o)ri sel/ noun the 
smallest location in a memory that can be 
individually accessed 

memory chip /'mem(ə)ri t frp/ noun an 
electronic component that is able to store 
binary data 

memory cycle /'mem(ə)ri ,satk(a)l/ 
noun the period of time from when the 
CPU reads or writes to a location and to 
when the action is actually performed 
memory data register /,mem(ə)ri 
‘deta ,red3ista/ noun full form of MDR 
memory diagnostic /'mem(ə)ri 
‚darəgnostık/ noun a software routine 
that checks each memory location in main 
memory for faults 

memory dump /‘mem(os)ri damp/ 
noun a printout of all the contents of an 
area of memory 

memory edit /'mem(ə)ri ,edit/ verb to 
change the contents of various memory lo- 
cations 

memory effect /‘mem(s)ri_ 1,fekt/ 
noun a feature of nickel-cadmium, or 


memory expansion 
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NiCad, rechargeable batteries where the 
battery’s capacity to hold charge is re- 
duced if the battery is recharged before it 
has been fully discharged. For example, if 
a battery still has half its original charge 
when it is recharged, it appears only to 
have the capacity to carry the new half- 
charge rather than a full charge. It seems, 
in effect, to have a memory of the last level 
of its charge. (NOTE: This problem was 
particularly noticeable on older NiCad 
batteries. Modern NiCad batteries suffer 
very little from this effect, and other types 
of battery such as the lithium ion battery 
do not suffer from it at all.) 

memory expansion /'‘mem(o)ri 1k 
Speenf(9)n/ noun the action of adding 
more electronic memory chips to a compu- 
ter 

memory hierarchy = /,mem(o)ri 
sharorar:ki/ noun the different types of 
memory available in a system, arranged 
according to their capacity and access time 
memory-intensive software 
/mem(9)ri In,tensiv 'spftwes/ noun 
software that uses large amounts of RAM 
or disk storage during run-time, such as 
programs whose entire code has to be in 
main memory during execution 

memory management /'mem(s)ri 
smeenid3moant/ noun software that con- 
trols and regulates the flow and position in 
memory of files and data 

memory management unit 
/‘mem(9)ri mænıdzmənt ,jumit/ noun 
full form of MMU 

memory map /'‘mem(a)ri mæp/ noun a 
diagram indicating the allocation of ad- 
dress ranges to various memory devices, 
such as RAM, ROM and memory-mapped 
input/output devices 

memory-mapped /'mem(a)ri ,mzpt/ 
adjective referring to a computer’s input 
or output devices that have addresses allo- 
cated to them so that they can be accessed 
as if they were a memory location O A 
memory-mapped screen has an address al- 
located to each pixel, allowing direct ac- 
cess to the screen by the CPU. 
memory-mapped input/output 
/mem(9)ri ,mæpt Input 'avtput/ noun 
same as memory-mapped I/O 
memory-mapped I/O = /,mem(o)ri 
smept ai 'əu/ noun an I/O port which can 
be accessed as if it were a memory loca- 
tion within the CPU’s normal address 
range 


memory model /‘mem(a)ri ,mod(ə)l/ 
noun a method used in a program to ad- 
dress the code and data that is used within 
that program. The memory model defines 
how much memory is available for code 
and data. (NOTE: Processors with a seg- 
mented address space, like the Intel 
80x86 range, can support multiple mem- 
ory models.) 

memory page /'‘mem(a)ri pe1d3/ noun 
one section of a main store containing data 
or programs that is divided into pages 
memory protect /‘mem(a)ri pra,tekt/ 
noun a feature on most storage systems to 
prevent the accidental overwriting of data 
memory-resident software 
/mem(a)ri ,rezid(a)nt 'softweə/ noun 
same as resident software 

memory stick /‘mem(o)ri stık/ noun a 
tiny memory expansion device, developed 
by Sony, that can store up to 128Mb of da- 
ta, often used in MP3 music players and 
digital cameras 

memory switching system 
/'‘mem(9)ri ,swit fi ,ststom/ noun a sys- 
tem which communicates information, 
stores it in memory and then transmits it 
according to instructions 

memory workspace /'mem(ə)ri 
\waikspeis/ noun the amount of extra 
memory required by a program to store 
data used during execution 

menu /'menju:/ noun a list of options or 
programs available to the user 
menu-bar /'‘menju: ba:/ noun (in a 
GUN a list of options available to a user 
which are displayed on a horizontal line 
along the top of the screen or window. 
Each menu option activates a pull-down 
menu. 

menu-driven software /,menju: 
idriv(a)n 'softweə/ noun a program in 
which commands or options are selected 
from a menu by the operator rather than 
typed in by the user at a prompt 

menu item /‘menju: ,attom/ noun one 
of the choices in a menu 

menu selection /'menju: si,lekJon/ 
noun the act of choosing commands from 
a list of options presented to the operator 
menu shortcut /,menju: ‘fo:tkat/ 
noun a key combination of two or more 
keys that is the same are selecting a menu 
option 

merchant account /'ma:tfont ə 
|kaunt/ noun a bank account that enables 
its user to deposit payments made by credit 


213 


MFM 





card, used especially for trading on the In- 
ternet 

mercury delay line /,msa:kjori dr'ler 
,lain/ noun an obsolete method of storing 
serial data as pulses in a length of mercury 
(NOTE: The data was constantly read, re- 
generated and fed back into the input.) 
merge /ms3:d3/ verb to combine two data 
files retaining an overall order O The sys- 
tem automatically merges text and illustra- 
tions into the document. (NOTE: merges — 
merging — merged) 

merge sort /,m3:d3 'so:t/ noun a soft- 
ware application in which the sorted files 
are merged into a new file 

mesh /mef/ noun any system with two or 
more possible paths at each interconnec- 
tion 

mesh model /mef 'mpd(a)I/ noun a 
graphical object that is displayed as a 
mesh, with crossing lines. ù wire frame 
model (NOTE: The mesh is actually creat- 
ed from polygons and can be used to 
shade the object.) 

mesh network /mef 'netws:k/ noun a 
method of connecting several machines to- 
gether, where each device is directly con- 
nected to every other device in the network 
message /'mesid3/ noun 1. a piece of 
information sent from one person to anoth- 
er 2. a defined amount of information 
message authentication code 
/mesıd3 o:,8enti'kerf(a)n kaud/ noun 
full form of MAC 

message board /'mesid3 bo:d/ noun 
same as bulletin board 

message box /'mesid3 boks/ noun a 
small window that is displayed on screen 
to warn of an event, condition or error 
message code authentication 
/,mesid3 koud ə: Oenti'kerf(9)n/ noun a 
coding system that enables the author of 
an email message to be identified and en- 
sures that the message is genuine 
message format /'mesid3 ,fo:met/ 
noun a set of predetermined rules defining 
the coding, size and speed of transmitted 
messages 

message handling service 
/mesid3z 'heendlin ,s3:vis/ noun full 
form of MHS 

message header /'mesid3 ,hedə/ 
noun a sequence of data at the beginning 
of a message that contains routing and des- 
tination information 

message routing /'mesid3 rautin/ 
noun selection of a suitable path between 


the source and destination of a message in 
a network 

message slot /‘mesid3 slpt/ noun the 
number of bits that can hold a message that 
circulates around a ring network 
message text /'mesid3 tekst/ noun in- 
formation that concerns the user at the des- 
tination without routing or network con- 
trol data 

message transfer agent /,mesid3 
'treensf3: ,e1dzont/ noun full form of 
MTA 

messaging /'mestd31n/ noun the proc- 
ess of sending a message to other people, 
e.g. by computer, telephone or pager 
metabit /‘metabit/ noun an extra identi- 
fying bit for each data word 
metacompilation /,metokomp1 
‘le1f(9)n/ noun the process of compiling a 
program that will compile other programs 
when executed 

metacompiler /'‘metakom,paila/ noun 
a compiler that is used to create another 
compiler 

metafile /‘metofatl/ noun 1. a file that 
contains other files O The operating sys- 
tem uses a metafile to hold data that de- 
fines where each file is stored on disk. 2. a 


‘file that defines or contains data about oth- 


er files 

metalanguage /‘meta,langwid3/ 
nouna language that describes a program- 
ming language 

metal oxide semiconductor 
/,met(a)l ,oksaid 'semikon,dakta/ noun 
full form of MOS 

metal oxide semiconductor field 
effect transistor /,met(s)l ,vksaid 
semikondaktoa fi:ld 1,fekt tren'zisto/ 
noun full form of MOSFET 

meter — power supply /,mi:to 'paua 
so,plai/ noun a utility within Windows 
that indicates how much power is left in a 
laptop’s battery and whether a laptop is 
running from a battery or mains electricity 
power 

metropolitan area network 
/,metropolit(a)n ,eəriə 'netw3ark/ noun 
full form of MAN 

MFLOPS /'em flops/ noun a measure of 
computing speed calculated as the number 
of floating point instructions that can be 
processed each second. Full form mega 
floating point instructions per second 
MFM /,em ef 'em/ noun a method of stor- 
ing data on magnetic media, e.g. a magnet- 
ic disk that encodes the data bit according 


MFS 
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to the state of the previous bit. Full form 
modified frequency modulation (NOTE: 
MFM is more efficient than FM, but less 
efficient than RLL encoding.) 

MFS abbr Macintosh filing system 

MHS / em eitJ 'es/ noun a store-and-for- 
ward message transfer mechanism used 
mainly by Novell. Full form message 
handling service 

MHz abbr megahertz 

MICR /,em ar si: 'a:/ noun a system that 
identifies characters by sensing magnetic 
ink patterns, as used on bank cheques. Full 
form magnetic ink character recogni- 
tion 

micro /‘markrau/ noun same as micro- 
computer 

micro- /markrav/ prefix 1. very small 2. 
one millionth of a unit 

microcassette /‘matkrouko,set/ noun 
a small format audio cassette used mainly 
in pocket dictating equipment 


Micro Channel Architecture 
/markrəu ,tfen(a)l ‘arkitektfa/ full 
form of MCA 

Micro Channel Architecture 
chipset /,matkrou itfaen(a)l 
vaikitektfa 'tfipset/ same as MCA 
chipset 

Micro Channel Bus /,markrou 


it feen(o)l 'bas/a proprietary 32-bit expan- 
sion bus defined by IBM in its Micro 
Channel Architecture 

microchip /‘markrau,tJip/ noun a cir- 
cuit in which all the active and passive 
components are formed on one small piece 
of semiconductor, by means of etching and 
chemical processes 

microcircuit /‘markrau,ks:kit/ noun a 
complex integrated circuit 

microcode /‘matkraukaud/ noun a set 
of ALU control instructions implemented 
as hardwired software 

Microcom Networking Protocol 
/matkrokom '‘netws:kiy ,pravtokol/ 
full form of MNP 

microcomputer! /'markrəukom 
,pju:tə/ noun a complete small-scale, 
cheap, low-power computer system based 
around a microprocessor chip and having 
limited memory capacity 


COMMENT: Microcomputers are particularly 
used as home computers or as small office 
computers. 


microcomputer? /['markrəukom 
,pju:tə/ noun a complete small-scale, 
cheap, low-power computer system based 


around a microprocessor chip and having 
limited memory capacity. Also called mi- 
cro 

microcomputer architecture 
/,matkraukompju:to 'arkitektfa/ noun 
the layout and interconnection of a micro- 
computer’s internal hardware 
microcomputer backplane 
/,matkraukompju:to '‘bekplern/ noun 
the main printed circuit board of a system, 
containing most of the components and 
connections for expansion boards 
microcomputer bus /'markrəukəm 
\pju:to ,bas/ noun the set of the main da- 
ta, address and control buses in a micro- 
computer 

microcomputer development kit 
/,matkraukompju:to di'velapmont ,kit/ 
noun a basic computer based around a new 
CPU chip that allows hardware and soft- 
ware designers to experiment with the new 
device 

microcomputing /‘matkraukom 
\pju:tin/ adjective referring to microcom- 
puters and their use O the microcomputing 
industry 

microcontroller /'markrəukən 
,trəulə/ noun a small selfcontained micro- 
computer for use in dedicated control ap- 
plications 

microcycle /'markrəu,sark(ə)l/ noun a 
unit of time, (usually a multiple of the sys- 
tem clock period) used to give the execu- 
tion time of instructions 

microdevice /'markrəudı,vars/ noun a 
very small device, e.g. a microprocessor 
microelectronics /,matkrourlek 
‘troniks/ noun the design and manufac- 
ture of electronic circuits with integrated 
circuits and chips 

microfloppy /‘markrau,flopi/ noun a 
small size magnetic floppy disk, usually a 
3.5 inch disk 

microinstruction /‘maikroumn 
Strakfon/ noun a hardwired instruction, 
part of a microcode, that controls the ac- 
tions of the ALU in a processor 
micrometre /‘markrou,mi:to/ noun 
one millionth of a metre 

micron /‘markron/ noun one millionth 
of a metre 

microphone /‘markrafaun/ noun a de- 
vice that converts sound waves into electri- 
cal signals 

microprocessor /‘markrou ,prauseso/ 
noun a set of central processing unit ele- 
ments, often contained on a single inte- 
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grated circuit chip, which when combined 
with other memory and I/O chips will 
make up a microcomputer 
microprocessor addressing capa- 
bilities /,markrəuprəusesə 9'dresin 
i\kerpabilitiz/ noun the highest address 
that a CPU can directly address, without 
special features (NOTE: This depends on 
the address word size: the bigger the 
word the greater the addressing capaci- 
ty.) 

microprocessor architecture 
/'‘matkrouprausesa_ ,arkitektfa/ noun 
the layout of the basic parts within a CPU 
microprocessor chip /'‘markrau 
,prauseso tfip/ noun an integrated circuit 
that contains all the elements of a central 
processing unit, connected with other 
memory and I/O chips to make a micro- 
computer 

microprocessor timing /'markrou 
,prouseso ,tarmin/ noun the correct se- 
lection of system clock frequency to allow 
for factors such as slower peripherals 
microprocessor unit /'markrəu 
,prousesa ,jumit/ noun a unit containing 
the main elements of a microprocessor. 
Abbr MPU 

microprogram /‘markrau,prougrem/ 
noun a series of microinstructions 
microprogram assembly lan- 
guage /,markrouprougrem ə'sembli 
lengwid3/ noun a computer language 
consisting of microprograms each of 
which carries out an assembly language 
instruction 

microprogram counter /'markrsu 
,prougrem ,kaunto/ noun a register that 
stores the address of the next microinstruc- 
tion to be carried out (NOTE: The micro- 
program counter is the same as the 
memory address register.) 
microprogram instruction set 
/ markrouprougræm in'strakfon ,set/ 
noun a complete set of basic microinstruc- 
tions available in a CPU 
microprogramming /['markrəu 
\prougremin/ noun the writing of mi- 
crocode using microinstructions 
microprogram store /'markrəu 
\prougrem ,sto:/ noun a storage device 
used to hold a microprogram 
microsecond /'markrəu,sekənd/ 
noun one millionth of a second 
microsequence /'markrəu,siikwəns/ 
noun a series of microinstructions 


Microsoft /'markrəspft/ the biggest de- 
veloper and publisher of software for the 
PC and Apple Mac. Microsoft developed 
the MS-DOS operating system for the 
IBM PC and later Windows together with 
a range of application software. 
Microsoft Compact Disc Exten- 
sions /,markraspft kompækt 'disk 1k 
stenf(a)nz/ full form of MSCDEX 
Microsoft DOS /,markrospft 'dos/ full 
form of MS-DOS 

Microsoft Exchange /,markraspft 
iks'tfeind3/ a program included with 
Windows 95 that coordinates the email, 
fax and network messages sent and re- 
ceived on a PC 

Microsoft Exchange Server 
/,matkrasoft 1ks'tfemnd3 ,s3:vo/ a pro- 
gram that runs on a server under Microsoft 
Windows NT and provides sophisticated 
groupware functions using the Exchange 
client software supplied with Windows 95 
Microsoft Fax /,matkrospft 'feeks/ a 
series of programs supplied with Windows 
3.1 and 95 that let a user send and receive 
fax transmissions from a PC 

Microsoft Internet Explorer 
/,matkraspft ,mtonet 1ks'plo:ra/ » In- 
ternet Explorer 


Microsoft Network /,markraspft 
‘net wa:k/ full form of MSN 
Microsoft Outlook /,markraspft 


‘autluk/ a trade name for an application 
that provides a range of features to manage 
email, fax messages, contacts, diary ap- 
pointments, notes and projects 
Microsoft Outlook Express 
/,matkraspft ,autluk 1k'spres/ a trade 
name for a free version of Outlook that is 
normally used for email (NOTE: It has few- 
er extra features for managing contacts 
and appointments than Microsoft Out- 
look.) 

Microsoft Windows /,markraspft 
'windouz/ same as Windows 
microwriter /'markrəu,rartə/ noun a 
portable keyboard and display, used for 
keyboarding when travelling 
middleware /'mıd(ə)lweə/ noun sys- 
tem software that has been customised by 
a dealer for a particular user 

MID-F1 /,mid ef 'wan/ noun (in CD-i) 
mid-quality sound at Level B. » Level B 
MIDI /‘midi/ noun a serial interface that 
connects electronic instruments. Full form 
musical instrument digital interface 
(NOTE: The MIDI interface carries signals 


MIDI channel 
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from a controller or computer that in- 
structs the different instruments to play 
notes.) 

MIDI channel /'mıdi tfæn(ə)l/ noun 
any one of 15 independent connections 
that is supported by the MIDI system, al- 
lowing 16 different electronic devices to 
be connected to one main sequencer 
MIDI connector /'mıdi ka,nekto/ 
nouna standard 5-pin, round DIN connec- 
tor used to connect MIDI devices 

MIDI control-change message 
/,midi kon'traul tfernd3 ,mesid3/ noun 
a message sent to a synthesiser to control 
the volume or pitch of a sound or to change 
the instrument patch used to generate a 
sound 

MIDI device /‘midi 6i,vats/ noun a de- 
vice that can receive or send MIDI data 
MIDI file /'mıdi fatl/ noun a file format 
used to store a MIDI song, made up of 
notes and control-change messages (NOTE: 
It usually has a MID file extension.) 
MIDI interface card /,midi 'mtofers 
kard/ noun an adapter card that plugs into 
an expansion connector in a PC and allows 
it to send and receive MIDI data 

MIDI Mapper /'midi ,mzpo/ noun a 
program supplied with Windows 3.1x that 
allows experienced MIDI users to change 
the way in which musical notes are sent to 
each instrument that is connected to the 
PC O You could use the MIDI Mapper to 
re-direct all the notes meant for the drum 
machine to the electronic piano. 

MIDI mapping /‘midi ,mzpriy/ noun 
the process of translating and redirecting 
MIDI messages between channels accord- 
ing to settings in a MIDI map 

MIDI program-change message 
/midi 'prougræm tfeind3 ,mesid3/ 
noun a message sent to a synthesiser to re- 
quest a patch change for a particular MIDI 
channel 

MIDI sequence /'mıdi ,si:ikwəns/ 
noun data that has time-sequence data em- 
bedded and that can be played by a MIDI 
sequencer 

MIDI sequencer /,mıdi 'siikwənsə/ 
noun 1. a piece of software that allows a 
user to record, edit, add special effects and 
play back MIDI data through a synthesiser 
2. a hardware device that records or plays 
back stored MIDI data 

MIDI setup map /,midi 'setap mæp/ 
noun a file that contains all the data re- 


quired to define the settings for MIDI 
Mapper 

MIDI time code /,midi 'tarm koud/ 
noun full form of MTC 

mid-user /mıd 'ju:zə/ noun an operator 
who retrieves relevant information from a 
database for a customer or end user 
migrate /mar'grert/ verb to transfer a 
file from one computer system or database 
to another (NOTE: migrates — migrating — 
migrated) 

migration /mar'gretf(a)n/ noun the 
process of moving users from one hard- 
ware platform to another 

milk disk /‘milk disk/ noun a disk used 
to transfer data from a small machine onto 
a larger computer, which provides greater 
processing power 

milking machine /‘milkiy mo, fi:n/ 
noun a portable machine which can accept 
data from different machines, then transfer 
it to another larger computer 
millennium bug /mi'leniom bag/ 
noun the inability to handle dates later 
than 1999. This problem, which came to 
light in the 1990s, affected old hardware 
and software that stored dates as two dig- 
its, with the ‘19’ being assumed. Such 
dates would not move to ‘2000’ at the turn 
of the millennium but would revert to 
‘1900’, with unpredictable and possibly 
serious results for the affected systems. In 
the event, the affected systems were nearly 
all modified in time. There were very few 
problems when the year 2000 arrived, and 
the more apocalyptic predictions did not 
come to pass. 

milli- /milt/ prefix one thousandth. Abbr 
m 

milliampere /,mili'empeo/ noun an 
electrical current measure equal to one 
thousandth of an ampere. Abbr mA 
million instructions per second 
/,miljon m,strakfonz p3: s1'kond/ noun 
full form of MIPS 

millisecond /'mil1,sekond/ noun one 
thousandth of a second. Abbr ms 

MIMD /,em ar em ‘di:/ noun architecture 
of a parallel processor that uses a number 
of ALUs and memory devices in parallel 
to provide high speed processing. Full 
form multiple instruction stream — 
multiple data stream 

MIME /,em at em 'i:/ noun a standard 
that defines a way of sending files using 
email software. Full form multipurpose 
Internet mail extensions 
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COMMENT: MIME allows a user to send files 
over the Internet to another user without hav- 
ing to carry out any other encoding or conver- 
sion actions. MIME was developed to get 
around a problem of many email systems that 
could only transmit text which is stored in a 7- 
bit data format; programs, multimedia, graph- 
ics and other files are stored using an 8-bit 
data format. 


mini /‘mini/ noun same as minicomput- 
er 
mini- /mini/ prefix small 
miniaturisation, miniaturization 
noun the process of making something 
very small 
minicomputer /'‘mmikom,pju:to/ 
noun a small computer with a greater 
range of instructions and processing power 
than a microcomputer but not able to com- 
pete with the speed or data-handling ca- 
pacity of a mainframe computer. Also 
called mini 
minidisk /'minidisk/ noun a magnetic 
disk smaller than the 5.25 inch standard, 
usually 3.5 inch 
minifloppy /‘mimi,flopi/ noun a mag- 
netic disk, usually of the 5.25 inch stand- 
ard (NOTE: The plural is minifloppies.) 
minimal latency coding /,mınıməl 
'lertənsi ,|koudin/ noun» optimum code 
minimal tree /‘minim(s)! tri:/ noun a 
tree whose nodes are organised in the opti- 
mum way, providing maximum efficiency 
minimise /'mınımaız/, minimize verb 
1. to make something as small as possible 
O We minimised costs by cutting down the 
number of components. 2. (in MS-Win- 
dows) to shrink an application window to 
an icon. Compare maximise (NOTE: mini- 
mises — minimising — minimised) 
COMMENT: The application can continue to run 
in the background. You minimise a window by 


clicking once on the down arrow in the top 
right hand corner. 


miniwinny /‘mini,wini/ noun a small 
Winchester hard disk (slang) (NOTE: The 
plural is miniwinnies.) 

minmax /'minimeks/ noun a method 
used in artificial intelligence to solve prob- 
lems 

minuend /'‘minju:end/ noun a number 
from which another is subtracted 

minus /'maırnəs/, minus sign /'‘mainos 
sain/ noun a printed or written sign, like a 
small dash, to indicate subtraction or to 
show a negative value 

MIP mapping /em ar pi: 'mzprn/ 
noun a method of calculating pixels within 
texture mapping to take into account the 


perceived distance of the scene from the 
viewer 

MIPS /mips/ noun a measure of proces- 
sor speed that defines the number of in- 
structions it can carry out per second. Full 
form million instructions per second. 
Compare megaflop 


‘ICL has staked its claim to the massively parallel 
market with the launch of the Goldrush MegaServer, 
providing up to 16,000 Unix MIPS of processing 
power.’ [Computing] 


mirror /‘mira/ verb 1. to create an identi- 
cal copy of something 2. to duplicate all 
disk operations onto a second disk drive 
that can be used if the first breaks down 


“‘Network-attached storage systems which aim to 
make it easy to mirror data between units’ 
[The Guardian] 


mirror site /'mira sart/ noun an exact 
copy of a website kept on a different file 
server so that the main site does not be- 
come overloaded and its data is protected 
against loss if there is a hardware or soft- 
ware failure 

MIS abbr 1. management information 
service 2. management information sys- 
tem 

MISD /,em ai es 'di:/ noun architecture 
of a parallel computer that has a single 
ALU and data bus with a number of con- 
trol units. Full form multiple instruction 
stream-single data stream 
mission-critical /,m1f(a)n 'kritik(0)l/ 
adjective referring to an application or 
hardware on which a company depends 
MJPEG /,em 'd3er peg/ noun a version 
of the JPEG image compression system 
that supports video. Full form motion 
JPEG 

MKDIR abbr make directory. » MD 
MMC /,em em 'si:/ noun a compact 
memory expansion device that includes 
digital copyright control features and is of- 
ten used in MP3 music players and digital 
cameras. Full form multimedia card. 
Also called SD card 

MMI /,em em 'ar/ noun hardware and 
software designed to make it easier for us- 
ers to communicate effectively with a ma- 
chine. Full form man-machine interface 
MMU /,em em 'ju:/ noun a set of elec- 
tronic logic circuits that generate the mem- 
ory refresh signals and manage the map- 
ping of virtual memory addresses to phys- 
ical memory locations. Full form memory 
management unit (NOTE: The MMU is 
normally integrated into the processor 
chip.) 


MMX 
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MMX a trade name for an enhanced Intel 
processor chip that includes special fea- 
tures and components that are used to im- 
prove the performance when dealing with 
multimedia and communications. Full 
form multimedia extensions 
mnemonic /ni'montk/ noun a short- 
ened form of a word or function that is 
helpful as a reminder, e.g. INCA for incre- 
ment register A 

mnemonic operation code /nı 
monik ,ppo'rerf(o)n koud/ noun same 
as assembler mnemonic 

MNP / em en 'pi:/ noun an error detec- 
tion and correction system developed by 
Microcom Inc. used in modems and some 
communications software. Full form Mi- 
crocom Networking Protocol 

MNP 2-4 noun an error-correcting com- 
munications protocol developed by Micro- 
com Inc. and adopted into the CCITT V.42 
standard. 

MNP 5 noun a communications standard 
that provides data compression, providing 
up to 2-to-1 compression, though averag- 
ing less 

MNP 10 noun an error correcting com- 
munications protocol that can transfer data 
accurately even over poor-quality tele- 
phone connections 

mobile phone /,moubail 'faun/ noun a 
small, portable device that lets someone 
make and receive telephone calls. Also 
called cellular phone 


COMMENT: Older mobile phone standards 
transmitted the user’s voice as an analog ra- 
dio signal; current phones convert the voice to 
digital data and transmit this via a radio signal. 
New mobile phones provide data and mes- 
saging services as well as basic telephone 
functions: some include built-in modems to 
provide dial-up access to the Internet, many 
allow text messages to be transmitted to other 
phone users and some incorporate an elec- 
tronic diary, organiser and address book. Cur- 
rent mobile telephones transmit information 
using the GSM, PCS or GPRS standard and 
can provide basic Internet access using WAP 
and GPRS. 
mock-up /'mok ap/ noun a model of a 
new product for testing or to show to pos- 
sible customers 
MOD /mod/ noun the remainder after the 
division of one number by another. Full 
form modulus 
modal /'məud(ə)l/ adjective 1. referring 
to modes O Dialog boxes are normally 
modal windows. 2. (in Windows) referring 
to a window that is displayed and does not 
allow a user to do anything outside it 


mode /maud/ noun a way of doing 
something 
‘The approach being established by the Jedec com- 
mittee provides for burst mode data transfer clocked 
at up to LOOMHz.’ [Computing] 


Mode 1 /'maud wan/ noun an encoding 
format used on compact discs that has er- 
ror-detection and -correction codes 
Mode 2 /'məvud tu:/ noun an encoding 
format with two forms, form 1, which is 
the same as Mode 1, and form 2, which re- 
quires no processing and allows data to be 
sent straight to the output channel 

model /‘mpd(a)I/ noun 1. a small copy 
of something to show what it will look like 
when finished O He showed us a model of 
the new computer centre building. 2. a 
style, type or version of a product O The 
new model B has taken the place of model 
A. E adjective which is a perfect example 
to be copied O a model agreement @ verb 
to make a computerised model of a new 
product or of a system, e.g. the economic 
system (NOTE: modelling — modelled. 
The US spellings are modeling — mod- 
eled.) 

modelling /'mod(ə)lıy/ noun the proc- 
ess of creating computer models 

modem /'mou,dem/, MODEM noun a 
device that allows data to be sent over tel- 
ephone lines by converting binary signals 
from a computer into analog sound signals 
which can be transmitted over a telephone 
line. Full form modulator/demodulator 


“AST Research has bundled together a notebook PC 
with a third-party PCMCIA fax modem technology 
for a limited-period special offer.’ [Computing] 
COMMENT: The process of converting binary 
signals to analog is called ‘modulation’. When 
the signal is received, another converter re- 
verses the process (called ‘demodulation’). 
Both parts must be working according to the 
same standards. 


modem eliminator /,moudem 1 
'lımınertə/ noun a cable or device that al- 
lows two computers to communicate via 
their serial ports without using modems 
modem standards /'məudem 
steendadz/ plural noun rules defining 
transmitting frequencies and other factors 
which allow different modems to commu- 
nicate 

moderated list /mod(ə)rətıd 'lıst/, 
moderated mailing list noun a mailing 
list in which a moderator reads all the ma- 
terial that has been submitted before it is 
distributed to the users on the list 
moderated newsgroup 
/,mod(a)ratid 'nju:zgrurp/ noun a news- 
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group in which a moderator reads all the 
material that has been submitted before it 
is published in the newsgroup (NOTE: Most 
newsgroups are not moderated and any- 
one can write anything. Moderated 
newsgroups usually have a -d after their 
name.) 

moderator /'‘moda,reita/ noun a person 
responsible for reading messages sent to a 
mailing list or newsgroup and editing any 
messages that do not conform to the rules 
of the list, e.g. by deleting commercial 
messages 

modification /,mpdif1'ketf(a)n/ noun 
a change made to something O The modi- 
fications to the system allow it to be run as 
part of a LAN. 

modification loop /,modifi'ke1f(a)n 
lurp/ noun a set of instructions within a 
loop that change other instructions or data 
within a program 

modified frequency modulation 
/modifard 'frizkwoansi ,modjulerf(a)n/ 
noun full form of MFM 

modifier /'‘mod1,fara/ noun a program- 
ming instruction that alters the normal ac- 
tion of a command 

modify /'‘modi,fal/ verb to change 
something or make something fit a differ- 
ent use O The keyboard was modified for 
European users. (NOTE: modifies — modi- 
fying — modified) 

Modula-2 /,mpdjulo 'tu:/ noun a high- 
level programming language derived from 
Pascal that supports modular program- 
ming techniques and data abstraction 
modular /'modjulə/ adjective referring 
to a method of constructing hardware or 
software products by connecting several 
smaller blocks together to produce a cus- 
tomised product 

modularisation, modularization 
noun the process of designing programs 
from a set of standard modules 
modularity /,mpdju'leriti/ noun the 
state or fact of being made up from mod- 
ules O The modularity of the software or 
hardware allows the system to be changed. 
modular programming /,mpdjulo 
‘prougremin/ noun programming with 
small individually written sections of com- 
puter code that can be made to fit into a 
structured program and can be called up 
from a main program 

modulate /‘mpdju lert/ verb to change 
a catrier wave so that it can carry data 


monitor 
(NOTE: modulates — modulating — modu- 
lated) 
modulated signal = /,mpdjolertid 


'sıgn(ə)l/ noun a constant frequency and 
amplitude carrier signal that is used in a 
modulated form to transmit data 
modulating signal /'modjulertıy 
,Stgn(9)l/ noun a signal to be transmitted 
that is used to modulate a carrier 
modulator /‘modjuleito/ noun an elec- 
tronic circuit that varies a carrier signal ac- 
cording to an applied signal 
modulator/demodulator 
/mpdjulertə di:'mpdjulerts/ noun full 
form of modem 

module /‘mpdju:l/ noun 1. a small sec- 
tion of a large program that can, if re- 
quired, function independently as a pro- 
gram in its own right 2. a self-contained 
piece of hardware that can be connected 
with other modules to form a new system 
OA multifunction analog interface module 
includes analog-to-digital and digital-to- 
analog converters. 

modulo arithmetic /‘modjulou ə 
riOmotrk/ noun a branch of arithmetic 
that uses the remainder of one number 
when divided by another 

modulo-N /, mpdjulau 'en/ noun modu- 
lo arithmetic using base N 

modulo-N check /,mpdjulou ‘en 
tfek/ noun an error detection test using 
the remainder from a modulo arithmetic 
operation on data 

modulus /'mpdjuləs/ noun full form of 
MOD 

moiré effect /'mwa:re1 1,fekt/ noun an 
interference pattern caused by printing 
with the wrong screen angle 
momentary switch /'moumont(s)ri 
switf/ noun a switch that only conducts 
while it is being pressed 

monadic Boolean operation /mp 
medik ,bu:lion ,ppa'reif(a)n/ noun a 
logical operation on only one word, such 
as NOT. Also called monadic operator 
monadic operation /mv,nedik ‚opo 
'retf(9)n/ noun an operation that uses one 
operand to produce one result 

monitor /‘mpnita/ noun 1. a VDU used 
to display high quality text or graphics, 
generated by a computer 2. a system that 
watches for faults or failures in a circuit E 
verb 1. to check or to examine how some- 
thing is working O He is monitoring the 
progress of the trainee programmers. 2. to 
look after and supervise a process or ex- 


monitor program 
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periment to make sure it is operating cor- 
rectly O The machine monitors each signal 
as it is sent out. 

monitor program /‘monito 
\prougrem/ noun a computer program 
that allows basic commands. e.g. load a 
program or examine the state of devices, to 
be entered to operate a system. 

monitor unit /‘monito ,ju:nit/ noun 
same as VDU 

mono- /mpnəv/ prefix single or one 
monoaural /,monou's:ral/ adjective 
having one source of sound or one sound 
signal. Compare stereo 

monochrome /'monokroum/ adjec- 
tive, noun referring to an image in one col- 
our, usually shades of grey and black and 
white 

monochrome display adapter 
/,mpnokraum di'splei ə,dæptə/ noun a 
video adapter standard used in early PC 
systems that could display text in 25 lines 
of 80 columns. Abbr MDA 
monochrome monitor /,mpnokraum 
‘mpnitd/ noun a computer monitor that 
displays text and graphics in black, white 
and shades of grey instead of colours 
monolithic driver = /mona,|101k 
'drarvə/ noun a piece of driver software 
that has a range of different functions or 
applications within one program 
monomode fibre /'monouməud 
farbo/ noun same as single mode fibre 
monoprogramming system 
/‘mpnou,provgremin ,sistom/ noun a 
computer batch processing system that ex- 
ecutes one program at a time. Compare 
multi-programming system 
monospaced /'mpnouspeist/ adjec- 
tive referring to a font in which each char- 
acter has the same width. Compare pro- 
portionally spaced 

monospaced font /,monouspeist 
‘font/ noun a font in which each character 
has the same width, making it easy to align 
tables and columns O In Windows, the 
monospaced font is called Courier. 
Monte Carlo method /,mpnti 'ka:lou 
sme@oad/ noun a statistical analysis tech- 
nique 

morphing /'mo:f1n/ noun a special ef- 
fect used in multimedia and games in 
which one image gradually turns into an- 
other 

MOS /,em au 'es/ noun a production and 
design method for a certain family of inte- 


grated circuits using patterns of metal con- 
ductors and oxide deposited onto a semi- 
conductor. Full form metal oxide semi- 
conductor. ù MOSFET 
mosaic /mov'zemk/ noun a display 
character used in videotext systems that is 
made up of small dots 
Mosaic /mou'zertk/ a trade name for a 
popular browser software used to view 
webpages on the Internet 
MOSFET /'mosfet/ noun a high power 
and high speed field effect transistor man- 
ufactured using MOS techniques. Full 
form metal oxide semiconductor field 
effect transistor 
MOS memory /,em ou es 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun a solid-state memory using MOS- 
FETs to store binary data 
most significant bit /,moust sig 
mnifikont 'bit/ noun full form of msb O 
The most significant bit in an eight bit bi- 
nary word represents 128 in decimal nota- 
tion. 
most significant digit, most signifi- 
cant character noun full form of MSD 
motherboard /'madabs:d/ noun the 
main printed circuit board of a system, 
containing most of the components and 
connections for expansion boards and oth- 
er features 
motion JPEG /,moaus(a)n 'dzer ,peg/ 
noun full form of MJPEG 
motion picture experts group 
/movuf(a)n ,prktfa 'ekspsits grurp/ 
noun full form of MPEG 
Motorola /,mauta'ravla/ a company 
that designs and makes the 68000 range of 
processors that were used in the original 
Apple Mac computers. Its latest processor 
is the PowerPC chip that is used in work- 
stations and newer Apple Mac computers. 
Compare Intel 
mount /maunt/ verb 1. to fix a device or 
circuit onto a base O The chips are mount- 
ed in sockets on the PCB. 2. to insert a disk 
in a disk drive or inform an operating sys- 
tem that a disk drive is ready to be used 
mouse /maus/ noun a small hand-held 
input device moved on a flat surface to 
control the position of a cursor on the 
screen (NOTE: The plural is mouses or 
mice.) 
‘This project has now borne fruit, with the announce- 
ment last week of Windots, a project which allows 
users to ‘see’ Windows screens in a Braille form of 
Ascii. Other areas of research include a sound sys- 


tem which allows a sound to ‘move’, mirroring the 
movement of a mouse.” [Computing] 
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mouse acceleration /maus ək,selə 
'rerf(a)n/ noun a feature of some mouse 
driver software that will move the mouse 
pointer at different speeds according to the 
speed at which you move the mouse rather 
than the distance 

mouse-driven /maus 'driv(a)n/ adjec- 
tive referring to software which uses a 
mouse rather than a keyboard for input 
mouse driver /maus 'dratva/ noun a 
program which converts positional data 
sent from a mouse to a standard form of 
coordinates that can be used by any soft- 
ware 

mouse pointer /maus 'porntə/ noun a 
small arrow displayed on screen that 
moves around as the mouse is moved 
mouse sensitivity /maus senso 
'tivati/ noun the ratio of how far the 
pointer moves on screen in relation to the 
distance you move the mouse (NOTE: High 
mouse sensitivity means that a small 
movement of the mouse results in a 
small movement of the pointer.) 

mouse tracking /maus 'trek1y/ noun 
inverse of mouse sensitivity (NOTE: High 
mouse tracking means that a small 
movement of the mouse results in a large 
movement of the pointer.) 

M out of N code /,em aut ov ‘en 
,kəud/ noun a coding system providing 
error detection on the basis that each valid 
character which is N bits long must con- 
tain M binary ‘one’ bits 

movable /'mu:vəb(ə)l/ adjective which 
can be moved 

movable head disk /,mu:vab(a)I hed 
‘disk/ noun a magnetic disk head assem- 
bly that moves across the disk until the re- 
quired track is reached 

move /mu:v/ verb to change the position 
of something 

move block /'mu:v ,blpk/ noun a com- 
mand which changes the place of a block 
of text identified by block markers 
movement /'mu:vmont/ noun the act 
of changing position or of changing the 
position of something 

movement file /‘mu:vmont fatl/ noun 
a file which continues recent changes or 
transactions to records, which is then used 
to update a master file 

movie file /‘mu:vi fatl/ noun a file 
stored on disk that contains a series of im- 
ages that make up an animation or video 
clip 


Moving Pictures Expert Group 
/murvin ,piktfas 'ekspsit ,grurp/ noun 
full form of MPEG 
MP3 /,em pi: 'Ori:/ noun a way of encod- 
ing digital audio data into a compressed 
data format that is approximately one 
twelfth the size of the original without per- 
ceptible loss of quality. MP3 files (that 
normally have the file name extension 
‘MP3’) are now one of the most popular 
ways of storing and distributing music 
over the Internet. Because MP3 files are 
compact and easy to copy, they are rela- 
tively quick to download and very easy to 
distribute — which is causing problems for 
the original artists who are trying to pro- 
tect their copyright material. Once you 
have an MP3 file you can listen to it by 
opening it and playing it with special soft- 
ware on your computer or by transferring 
it to a dedicated pocket-sized device that 
stores the file in its memory, has no mov- 
ing parts and but can play back CD-quality 
music. Full form MPEG audio level 3 
COMMENT: MP3 files, which usually have the 
file name extension MP3, are now one of the 
most popular ways of storing and distributing 
music over the Internet. Because MP3 files 
are compact and easy to copy, they are rela- 
tively quick to download and very easy to dis- 
tribute, which is causing problems for the orig- 
inal artists who are trying to protect their cop- 
yright material. Once you have an MP3 file 
you can listen to it by opening it and playing it 
with special software on your computer or by 
transferring it to a dedicated pocket-sized de- 
vice that stores the file in its memory, and has 
no moving parts but that can play back CD- 
quality music 
MPC /,em pi: 'si:/ noun an outdated set 
of minimum requirements for a PC that 
will allow it to run most multimedia soft- 
ware. Full form multimedia PC 


MPEG /'em peg/ noun a group of devel- 
opers that have defined a series of stand- 
ards to improve audio and video quality 
but at the same time increase data com- 
pression so that the audio or video infor- 
mation takes less space but retains its qual- 
ity. Full form moving pictures expert 
group. ò JPEG (NOTE: MPEG is often 
used to compress video clips and its de- 
rivative standard MP3 provides one of 
the most popular ways of compressing 
and storing audio information, while 
JPEG provides a popular way to store 
compressed still images.) 


MPEG audio level 3 /,em peg ,o:diau 
jlev(a)l 'Ori:/ noun full form of MP3 


MPPP 
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MPPP /,em pi: pi: 'pi:/ noun communi- 
cations protocol used with ISDN to link 
the two B-channels in a standard ISDN 
adapter to create a transmission channel 
that can transfer data at a higher speed. 
Full form multi-link point to point pro- 
tocol 

MPS abbr microprocessor system 

MPU abbr microprocessor unit 

ms abbr millisecond 

msb / em es 'bi:/, MSB noun a bit in a 
word that represents the greatest value or 
weight, usually the bit furthest to the left. 
Full form most significant bit 
MSCDEX /,em es si: di: 'eks/ noun 
driver software installed on a PC to allow 
DOS and Windows to control a CD-ROM 
drive. Full form Microsoft Compact 
Disc Extensions 

MSD / em es 'di:/ noun the digit at the far 
left of a number, which represents the 
greatest power of the base. Full form most 
significant digit 

MS-DOS /,em es 'dos/ a trade name for 
an operating system for the IBM PC range 
of personal computers that managed data 
storage onto disks, display output and user 
input. Windows supports MS-DOS pro- 
grams through the Command Prompt, 
which emulates MS-DOS. Full form Mi- 
crosoft DOS (NOTE: MS-DOS is a single- 
user, single-tasking operating system 
that is controlled by a command-line in- 
terface.) 

MSF time format /em es ef ‘tar 
formeet/ noun a time format that counts 
frames per second used by MCI, usually 
used by CD-audio devices, in which there 
are 75 frames per second 

MSI abbr medium scale integration 
MSN a trade name for an Internet portal. 
Full form Microsoft Network 
MS-Windows /,em es 'windouz/ same 
as Windows 

MSX /,em es 'eks/ noun a hardware and 
software standard for home computers that 
can use interchangeable software 

MTA /,em ti: 'e1/ noun software that tem- 
porarily stores a new email message and 
then sends it to its correct destination. Full 
form message transfer agent (NOTE: In 
some email software applications, there 
are several message transfer agents, 
one for each type of delivery method 
such as Internet, fax or LAN.) 

MTBF / em ti: bi: 'ef/ noun the average 
period of time that a piece of equipment 


will operate between failures. Full form 
mean time between failures 

MTC /,em ti: 'si:/ noun a system of mes- 
sages used to synchronise MIDI sequences 
with an external device, e.g. an SMPTE 
time code. Full form MIDI time code 
MTF /,em ti: 'ef/ noun the average period 
of time for which a device will operate, 
usually continuously, before failing. Full 
form mean time to failure 

MUA /,em ju: 'e1/ noun software used to 
create and read email messages that cre- 
ates a message in the correct format and 
standard and passes this to the mail trans- 
fer agent that is responsible for transfer- 
ring the message over the network. Full 
form mail user agent 

MUD / em ti: 'e1/ noun 1. a virtual online 
space in which several people can partici- 
pate in collaborative projects at the same 
time. Full form multiuser domain 2. an 
adventure game played by multiple users 
over the Internet. Full form multiuser 
dungeon 

multi- /malti/ prefix many or more than 
one 

multi-access system /,maltr ,ekses 
'sistom/ noun a computer system that al- 
lows several users to access one file or pro- 
gram at the same time. Also called multi- 
ple access system 

multi-address /,malti 9'dres/, multi- 
address instruction /,malti o,dres in 
'strakfon/ noun an instruction that con- 
tains more than one address of data , loca- 
tions or input/output 

multibank dynamic random ac- 
cess memory /maltibenk dai 
næmık ,rendom ,ekses 'mem(a)ri/ 
noun full form of MDRAM 

multi-board computer /,maltr bo:d 
kom'pju:ta/ noun a computer which has 
several integrated circuit boards connected 
with a motherboard 

multibus system /,maltibas 'ststom/, 
multibus architecture /,maltibas 
‘arkitektfa/ noun computer architecture 
that uses a high speed bus between CPU 
and main memory and a slower bus be- 
tween CPU and other peripherals. Also 
called multiple bus system, multiple 
bus architecture 

multicast /‘maltika:st/ verb to transmit 
one message to a group of recipients 


COMMENT: This could be as simple as sending 
an email message to a list of email addresses 
or posting a message to a mailing list. It can 
also refer to more complex transfers such as 
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a teleconference or videoconference in which 
several users link together by telephone or 
video link. A broadcast, in comparison, refers 
to the process of sending a message to any- 
one who could receive the message rather 
than a select group of recipients. Narrowcast- 
ing is very similar in concept to a multicasting, 
but is normally used to refer to the concept, 
whereas multicasting refers to the technology 
used. 


multicast packet /,altrka:st 'pækıt/ 
noun a data packet that is sent to a selected 
set of network addresses, as opposed to a 
broadcast packet, which is sent to all sta- 
tions in a network 

multichannel / malti'tfan(s)l/ adjec- 
tive with more than one channel 
multicolour /,malti'kalo/ adjective 
with several colours 

multicolour graphics adapter 
/,maltikalo 'grefiks ə,dæptə/ noun full 
form of MCGA 

multidimensional /,maltidat 
'menfən(ə)l/ adjective with features in 
more than one dimension 
multidimensional array 
/,maltidarmenJ(a)n(a)l_ a're1/ noun a 
number of arrays arranged in parallel, pro- 
viding depth 

multidimensional language 
/,maltidarmenJ(9)n(9)l ‘len gwid3/ 
noun a programming language that can be 
represented in a number of ways 
multi-disk /,malt1 'disk/ adjective re- 
ferring to several types of disk 
multi-disk option /maltr disk 
\bps(a)n/ noun a system that can have 
disk drives installed in a number of sizes 
multi-disk reader /,malti disk 'ri:do/ 
nouna device which can read from various 
sizes and formats of disk 

multidrop circuit /‘maltidrop ,s3:kit/ 
noun a network allowing communications 
between a number of terminals and a cen- 
tral computer, but not directly between ter- 
minals 

MultiFinder /'maltifaındə/ noun a ver- 
sion of Apple Macintosh Finder that sup- 
ports multitasking 

multifrequency monitor 
/ maltifrizkwonsi 'monito/ noun same as 
multisync monitor 

multifunction, multifunctional adjec- 
tive which has several functions O A mul- 
tifunction analog interface module in- 
cludes analog to digital and digital to an- 
alog converters. 

multifunction card /,maltifankJ(o)n 
‘kard/ noun an add-on circuit board that 


provides many features to upgrade a com- 
puter 
multifunction workstation 
/,maltifankf(a)n 'wa:k,sterf(a)n/ noun 
a workstation where several tasks can be 
carried out 
multilayer /,malti'lera/ adjective refer- 
ring to a printed circuit board that has sev- 
eral layers or interconnecting conduction 
tracks 
multilevel /,malti'lev(9)l/ adjective re- 
ferring to a signal with a number of possi- 
ble values 
multiline adjective in a text box, refer- 
ring to a display of text broken into several 
lines rather than as a single continuous 
line. Also called multiple line 
multi-link point to point protocol 
/ malti lik ,pornt tə ,pornt 'poutokol/ 
noun full form of MPPP 
multilink system /‘maltilmk ,ststom/ 
nouna system in which there is more than 
one connection between two points 
multimedia /,malti'mi:dio/ adjective 
combining sound, graphics, animation, 
video and text within an application 
‘The Oracle Media Server is a multimedia database 
designed to run on massively parallel computers, 
running hundreds of transactions per second and 


managing multiple data types, such as video, audio 
and text.’ [Computing] 


multimedia card /,maltimi:dia 'ka:d/ 
noun full form of MMC 

multimedia developer’s kit 
/,maltimi:dis di'velapez kit/ noun full 
form of MDK 

multimedia extensions § /,malti 
mi:dia 1k'stenf(a)nz/ plural noun full 
form of MMX 

multimedia Internet mail exten- 
sions /maltimi:dio ,mtonet 'merl rk 
,Stenf(a)nz/ noun full form of MIME 
multimedia PC /,maltimi:dis ,pi: 'si:/ 
noun full form of MPC 
multimedia-ready /,maltimi:dis 
'redi/ adjective referring to a PC that has 
all the extra equipment requirement to run 
most multimedia software 

multimode fibre /,maltimoud 'fatbo/ 
nouna commonly used type of optic fibre 
that uses a glass fibre with a diameter of 
between 50 and 125 microns and can carry 
several different frequencies of light witha 
maximum bandwidth of 2.5 Gbps (NOTE: 
The disadvantage is that because the fi- 
bre is wide, the light disperses quickly 
and so repeaters need to be installed to 
boost the signal.) 


multipass overlap 
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multipass overlap = /maltipa:s 
‘guvalep/ noun a system of producing 
higher quality print from a dot matrix 
printer by repeating the line of characters 
but shifted slightly, so making the dots less 
noticeable 

multiphase program /,maltiferz 
‘prougrem/ noun a program that requires 
more than one fetch operation before exe- 
cution is complete 

multi platform /,malti 'plet ,fo:m/ ad- 
jective referring to software that can run 
on several different hardware platforms 
multiple /‘maltrp(o)l/ adjective having 
many parts 

multiple access system /,maltrp(o)l 
'ækses ,sistam/ noun same as multi-ac- 
cess system 

multiple address code /,maltrp(o)l ə 
‘dres ,koud/ noun an instruction with 
more than one address for the operands, 
result and the location of the next instruc- 
tion to be executed 

multiple base page /,maltıp(ə)l bers 
‘peid3/ noun a multi-user system in which 
each user and the operating system have 
one page of main memory, which can then 
call up other pages within main memory 
multiple instruction stream-multi- 
ple data stream /,maltip(o)l im 
strAkfon striim ,maltrp(o)l 'dertə 
,Strizm/ noun full form of MIMD 
multiple instruction stream-single 
data stream /,maltip(o)l m,strakfon 
striim ,s1yg(9)l 'derta ,strizm/ noun full 
form of MISD 

multiple line adjective same as multi- 
line 

multiple precision /,maltrp(o)l pri 
's13(9)n/ noun the use of more than one 
byte of data for number storage to increase 
possible precision 

multiplex /‘maltipleks/ verb to com- 
bine several messages in the same trans- 
mission medium 

multiplexed bus /,maltipleksd 'bas/ 
noun one bus used to carry address, data 
and control signals at different times 
multiplexor /‘maltipleksa/ noun full 
form of MUX O A 4 to 1 multiplexor com- 
bines four inputs into a single output. 
multiplicand /,maltipli'kend/ noun a 
number which is multiplied by another 
number, the multiplier 

multiplication = /,maltrplr'kerf(a)n/ 
noun a mathematical operation that adds 


one number to itself a number of times O 
The multiplication of 5 and 3 = 15. 
multiplication sign = /,maltrpli 
'kerf(a)n sain/ noun a printed or written 
sign (x) used to show that numbers are 
multiplied 

multiplier /‘maltrplara/ noun a number 
which multiplies a multiplicand 
multiply /'maltı,plar/ verb to perform 
the mathematical operation of multiplica- 
tion (NOTE: multiplies — multiplying — mul- 
tiplied) 

multipoint /'maltipomt/ adjective re- 
ferring to a connection with several lines, 
attaching several terminals to a single line 
to a single computer 

multiprecision /,maltipri's13(9)n/ 
noun the use of more than one data word 
to represent numbers, increasing the range 
or precision possible 

multiprocessing system /,maltr 
‘prousesin ,sistom/ noun a system where 
several processing units work together 
sharing the same memory 
multiprocessor /‘malti,prouseso/ 
noun a number of processing units acting 
together or separately but sharing the same 
area of memory 

multiprocessor interleaving 
/,maltiprousesa ,Into'lirvin/ noun an 
operation in which each processor in a 
multiprocessor system deals with a section 
of one or more processes 
multi-programming system /,maltr 
‘prougremin ,sistom/ noun an operating 
system used to execute more than one pro- 
gram apparently simultaneously, each pro- 
gram being executed a little at a time. 
Compare monoprogramming system 
multipurpose Internet mail exten- 
sions /maltips:pos ,mtonet 'meil 1k 
,Stenf(a)nz/ noun full form of MIME 
multi-scan monitor /malti sken 
'mpnıtə/ noun same as multisync moni- 
tor 

multisession-compatible 
/,maltisef(a)n kom'peetib(a)l/ adjective 
referring to a CD-ROM drive that can read 
PhotoCD discs or other discs that have 
been created in several goes 

multi statement line = /maltr 
/Stertmont 'lain/ noun a line from a com- 
puter program that contains more than one 
instruction or statement 

multistation access unit 
/,maltistetf(a)n 'ækses ,jumit/ noun a 
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central hub used to connect together cables 
in a Token Ring network. Abbr MAU 


multisync monitor  /malti,smk 
'mpnıtə/ noun a monitor which contains 
circuitry to lock onto the required scan- 
ning frequency of any type of graphics 
card O If you want to plug a monitor into 
PCs with VGA, EGA and MDA adapters, 
you'll need a multisync monitor. Also 
called multifrequency monitor, multi- 
scan monitor 


multitasking /‘malti,ta:sk1y/ noun the 
ability of a computer system to run two or 
more programs at the same time O The sys- 
tem is multi-user and multi-tasking. 
‘X is the underlying technology which allows Unix 
applications to run under a multi-user, multitasking 
GUI. It has been adopted as the standard for the 
Common Open Software Environment, proposed re- 
cently by top Unix vendors including Digital, IBM 
and Sun.’ [Computing] 


COMMENT: Few small systems are capable of 
simultaneous multitasking, since each pro- 
gram would require its own processor. This is 
overcome by allocating to each program an 
amount of processing time, executing each a 
little at a time so that they will appear to run si- 
multaneously due to the speed of the proces- 
sor and the relatively short gaps between pro- 
grams. 
multi terminal system /,maltı 
,t3rmin(a)l 'sistam/ noun a system where 
several terminals are linked to a single 
CPU 
multithread /'maltiðred/ noun a pro- 
gram design using more than one logical 
path through it, each path being concur- 
rently executed 
multiuser domain /,maltiju:zo do 
‘mein/ noun full form of MUD 
multiuser dungeon /,maltiju:zo 
'dand3ən/ noun full form of MUD 


multiuser program = /,maltiju:zo 
‘progrem/ noun a software diary utility 
that allows many users to enter appoint- 
ments and schedule meetings with other 
users. Also called network calendar pro- 
gram 

multiuser system = /maltiju:zo 
‘sistom/ noun a computer system that can 
support more than one user at a time O The 
program runs on a standalone machine or 
a multi-user system. 

multi-window editor /,malti ,windou 
‘edito/ noun a program used for creating 
and editing a number of applications pro- 
grams independently, each in a separate 
window on screen at the same time 
Murray code /'mari: kaud/ noun a 
code used for teleprinters that uses only 5 
bits 

musical instrument digital inter- 
face /,mju:zik(a)l nstrumont 
did3it(a)l 'ıntəfers/ noun full form of 
MIDI 

music chip /'mju:zık tftp/ noun an in- 
tegrated circuit capable of generating mu- 
sical sounds and tunes 

MUX /,em ju: 'eks/ noun a circuit that 
combines a number of inputs into a small- 
er number of outputs. Full form multi- 
plexor. Compare demultiplexor 

MX record /,em eks 'reks:d/ noun 
same as mail exchange record O Mail 
sent to ‘smith&pcp.co.uk’ will be sent to 
the ‘pcp.co.uk’ server by the MX record, 
the local server then has to send the mes- 
sage to the user ‘smith’. 

My Computer /,mar kom'pju:to/ noun 
an icon that is normally in the upper left- 
hand corner of the screen on a computer 
running Windows, containing an overview 
of the PC 


N 


n abbr nano- 
NAK abbr negative acknowledgement 
name /neim/ noun an ordinary word 
used to identify an address in machine lan- 
guage 
name registration /nemm redzi 
'strerf(ə)n/ noun same as domain name 
registration 
name resolution /nemm __,rezo 
‘lu: f(2)n/ noun the process of converting a 
domain name into its numerical IP address 
name server /neim 'ss:vo/ noun a 
computer on the Internet that provides a 
domain name service to any other compu- 
ter 
namespace /'neimspels/ noun a group 
of unique names (NOTE: In a small office 
network the namespace might include 20 
users; in the Internet the namespace 
runs into hundreds of millions.) 
name table /neim 'terb(ə)l/ noun a list 
of reserved words or commands in a lan- 
guage and the addresses in the computer 
that refer to them 
naming services /‘ne1rmi ,s3:visiz/ 
noun a method of assigning each user or 
node or computer on a network a unique 
name that allows other users to access 
shared resources even over a wide area 
network 
NAND function /'nænd fankJ(a)n/ 
noun a logical function whose output is 
false if all inputs are true, and true if any 
input is false 
COMMENT: The NAND function is equivalent to 
an AND function with a NOT function at the 
output. The output is 0 only if both inputs are 


1; if one input is 1 and the other O, or if both 
inputs are 0, then the output is 1. 


NAND gate /'nzend geit/ noun an elec- 
tronic circuit that provides a NAND func- 
tion 

nano- /nænəv/ prefix one thousand mil- 
lionth. Abbr n 

nanocircuit /‘nenou,s3:kit/ noun a set 
of electronic and logic circuits that can re- 


spond to impulses within nanoseconds. 
Also called nanosecond circuit 
nanosecond /'nænəu,sekənd/ noun 
one thousand millionth of a second 
nanosecond circuit /‘nenou,sekond 
\S3i1kit/ noun same as nanocircuit 
Napster /'nzepsto/ a trade name for soft- 
ware that allows users to share files, nor- 
mally MP3-format music files, over the In- 
ternet 
COMMENT: Napster was originally used to dis- 
tribute and share MP3 files with a personal re- 
cording of a commercial artist in an efficient 
way. The software, developed by Shawn Fan- 
ning, allowed anyone to download music from 
any another Napster users computer. Once 
installed, the free software searches your 
hard disk for any MP3 music files, then allows 
other Napster users online to access these 
files from your hard disk, via the Internet. Be- 
cause it allows music to be copied and shared 
very easily, Napster has become unpopular 
with the recording and music industry and was 
the subject of a legal case enforcing copyright 
over the Internet. 
narrative /'nzrativ/ noun a set of ex- 
planatory notes or comments to help a user 
operate a program 
narrative statement /'‘neerativ 
,stertmont/ noun a statement which sets 
variables and allocates storage at the start 
of a program 
narrow band ISDN /,nzrau bend ar 
es di: 'en/ noun the ISDN communica- 
tions system 
narrowcast /'nzroukaist/ verb same 
as multicast 
NAT /,en et 'ti:/ noun a system that al- 
lows a local area network to work with two 
sets of IP addresses for each computer or 
node in the network. Full form network 
address translation 
COMMENT: The first set of addresses is used 
for internal traffic and the second set (often 
just one or two addresses) is used for external 
traffic, for example when accessing resources 
on the public Internet via a router. This system 
provides basic security against external at- 
tacks, for example using IP spoofing. Its main 
purpose is that it allows the local area network 
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to use as many IP addresses as are required, 
but only using a minimal number of public IP 
addresses, which must be registered and allo- 
cated by an organisation such as InterNIC. 


National Center for Supercomput- 
ing Applications /,nzJ(a)nol sentə 
fə '‘surpokom,pju:tm ,eplikerf(o)nz/ 
noun full form of NCSA 

National Television System Com- 
mittee /,nzJ(9)nol ,teli'v13(0)n ,sistom 
ko,miti/ noun full form of NTSC 

native compiler /,neittv kom'parlo/ 
noun a compiler that produces code that 
will run on the same system on which it is 
running (NOTE: A cross-compiler produc- 
es code that will run on another hardware 
platform.) 

native file format /,nertiv ‘fal 
fo:rmeet/ noun a default file format, usual- 
ly proprietary, that is used by an applica- 
tion to store its data on disk 

native format /,nertiv 'fo:mzt/ noun 
the first or basic format 

native language /,neitiv '‘lengwid3/ 
noun a computer language that can be ex- 
ecuted by a processor without the need for 
any special software, usually the proces- 
sor’s machine code 

natural binary coded decimal 
/ net f(a)ral jbainori jkoudid 
‘desrm(a)I/ noun a representation of sin- 
gle decimal digits as a pattern of 4 bits. 
Abbr NBCD 

natural language = /,netf(o)ral 
‘lengwid3/ noun a language that is used 
or understood by humans O The expert 
system can be programmed in a natural 


language. 
natural language processing 
/netf(a)ral 'lengwid3 = ,prausesin/ 


noun the use of artificial intelligence to 
process ordinary human languages, e.g. in 
machine translation 

navigable /'nævıgəb(ə)l/ adjective re- 
ferring to a website that has been designed 
in such a way that the user can move from 
one section of the site to another by click- 
ing on highlighted computer links 
navigation /,nzvi'ge1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of moving around a multimedia ti- 
tle using hotspots, buttons and a user inter- 
face 

NBCD abbr natural binary coded decimal 
NC abbr 1. network computer 2. numeri- 
cal control 

NCR paper /,en si: 'a: ,perpo/ noun a 
special type of paper impregnated with 


chemicals and used in multipart forms. 
Full form no carbon required paper 
(NOTE: When NCR paper is printed on by 
an impact printer, the writing also ap- 
pears on the sheets below.) 

NCSA /en si: es 'e1/ noun an organisa- 
tion that helped define and create the 
World Wide Web with its Mosaic web 
browser. Full form National Center for 
Supercomputing Applications 

NDIS /,en di: e1 'es/ noun a standard 
command interface, defined by Microsoft, 
between network driver software and 
NICs. Full form network driver inter- 
face specification 

NDR /,en di: 'a:/ noun a display system 
that continues to display previous charac- 
ters when new ones are displayed. Full 
form non destructive readout 

NEAR /nta/ noun a binary operator used 
in searches of computer text that returns 
true if it finds two words within a specified 
distance of each other within the text, and 
false otherwise 

needle /‘ni:d(a)l/ noun a tiny metal pin 
on a dot matrix printer which prints one of 
the dots 

negate /ni'geit/ verb to reverse the sign 
of a number O If you negate 23.4 the result 
is —23.4. (NOTE: negates — negating — ne- 
gated) 

negation /n1'ge1f(9)n/ noun the revers- 
ing of the sign of a number, e.g. from 5 to 
negation gate /n1'ge1f(a)n gert/ noun 
a single input gate whose output is equal to 
the logical inverse of the input. Also called 
NOT gate 

negative /'negativ/ adjective meaning 
“no? 

negative acknowledgement 
/,negativ ok'nvlidzmont/ noun a signal 
sent by a receiver to indicate that data has 
been incorrectly or incompletely received. 
Abbr NAK 

negative number /,negoativ 'nambo/ 
noun a number which represents the 
number subtracted from zero, indicated by 
a minus sign in front of the number 
negative-true logic /negotiv ‘tru: 
lnd31k/ noun the use of a lower voltage 
level to represent binary 1 than for binary 0 
neither-nor function /,naiéo 'no:r 
ifankf(a)n/ noun a logical function 
whose output is false if any input is true 
NEQ abbr nonequivalence function 


NEQ funcfunction 
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NEQ function /‘nek ,fankJ(a)n/ noun 
a logical function in which the output is 
true if the inputs are not the same, other- 
wise the output is false 

NEQ gate /'nek geit/ noun an electronic 
implementation of a nonequivalence func- 
tion 

nerd /ns:d/ noun a person who is ob- 
sessed with computers and rarely talks or 
thinks about anything that is not techno- 
logically exciting (slang) 

nest /nest/ verb 1. to insert a subroutine 
within a program or another routine 2. to 
use a routine that calls itself recursively 
nested loop /,nestd 'lu:p/ noun a loop 
inside another loop in the same program 
nested macro call /,nestid 'mekrau 
,koxl/ noun a macro called from within an- 
other macro 


nested structure /nestd 'straktfə/ 
noun a section of a program in which one 
control loop or subroutine is used within 
another 

nesting level /nestin 'lev(ə)l/ noun a 
number of subroutines within a subroutine 
nesting store /,nesti 'sto:/ noun a 
hardware stack (NOTE: Usually stacks are 
implemented with software.) 

NetBEUI /'net bju:i/ noun an extended 
version of the NetBIOS network protocol 
developed by Microsoft, which cannot be 
routed in a network. Full form NetBIOS 
Extended User Interface 

NetBIOS /'net ,batps/ noun a common- 
ly used standard set of commands, origi- 
nally developed by IBM, that allow appli- 
cation programs to carry out basic opera- 
tions such as file sharing and transferring 
data between nodes over a network O This 
software uses NetBIOS calls to manage 
file sharing. Full form Network Basic In- 
put Output System 

netiquette /'netrket/ noun a set of un- 
official rules that define good manners on 
the Internet 

netphone /‘netfaun/ noun a phone that 
uses the Internet to make connections and 
carry voice messages 

NetScape /'netskerp/ a software com- 
pany that develops Internet applications 
Netscape Navigator /,netskerp 
'nævıgertə/ a trade name for one of the 
most popular web browsers that provides 
many features including a news reader and 
that supports Java applets 


NetShow /'netshau/ a system devel- 
oped by Microsoft to provide audio and 
video delivery over the Internet without in- 
terruption or glitches in the video se- 
quence 

NetView /‘netvju:/ a trade name for a 
network management architecture devel- 
oped by IBM 

NetWare /'netweo/ a trade name for a 
network operating system, developed by 
Novell, that runs on a range of hardware 
platforms and supports file and print shar- 
ing and client-server applications 
NetWare Loadable Module 
/netweə ,loudab(a)l 'modju:l/ a trade 
name for an application that can run under 
the NetWare operating system 

network /'netws:k/ noun a system 
made of a number of points or circuits that 
are interconnected m verb to link points to- 
gether in a network O They run a system of 
networked micros. 


‘Asante Technologies has expanded its range of 
Ethernet-to-LocalTalk converters with the release of 
AsantePrint 8, which connects up to eight LocalTalk 
printers, or other LocalTalk devices, to a high-speed 
Ethernet network.’ [Computing] 


network adapter /'netwa:k o,dzpto/ 
noun same as NIC 

network address /'netws3:k ə,dres/ 
noun a part of an IP address that defines 
the main network on which the domain is 
located (NOTE: For class A networks this 
is the first byte of the address, for class B 
networks it is the first two bytes and for 
class C networks it is the first three bytes. 
The rest of the IP address forms the host 
address.) 

network address translation 
/metws:k 9,dres treens'le1f(9)n/ noun 
full form of NAT (see) 

network administrator /, netwa:k od 
'mınıstrertə/ noun a person who is re- 
sponsible for looking after a network, with 
responsibilities including installing, con- 
figuring and maintaining the network 
network alert /, netwa:k ə'ls:t/ noun a 
message sent from the network operating 
system to the user warning that the net- 
work hardware is not working properly 
network analysis /'netws:k ə 
;næləsıs/ noun the study of messages, 
destinations and routes in a network to 
provide a better operation 

network architecture /netwa:k 
'arkıtekt fə/ noun the way in which a net- 
work is constructed, e.g. layers in an OSI 
system 
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Network Basic Input Output Sys- 
tem /netwsa:k ,beisik Input 'autput 
,sistam/ noun full form of NetBIOS 


network computer /,netws:k kom 
‘pjuito/ noun a computer that is designed 
to run Java programs and access informa- 
tion using a web browser. Abbr NC 
COMMENT: The network computer has a small 
desktop box that does not have a floppy disk 
drive. Instead it downloads any software it re- 
quires from a central server. Network comput- 
ers are simpler and cheaper than current PCs 
and Apple Mac computers, and are designed 
to be easier to manage in a large company. 
network controller /netws:k kon 
'trəulə/ noun a network user responsible 
for allocating disk space, answering que- 
ries and solving problems from other users 
of the same network 


network control program /,netwa:k 
kon'troul ,prougræm/ noun a piece of 
software that regulates the flow of and 
channels for data transmitted in a network 


network database = /,netw3:k 
'dertəbers/ noun a database structure in 
which data items can be linked together 


network device driver /,net,wa:k dr 
‘vais ,draiva/ noun a piece of software 
which controls and manages a n NIC to en- 
sure that it functions correctly with other 
hardware and software in the computer 


network diagram /netwaitk 
‘darogreem/ noun a graphical representa- 
tion of the interconnections between 
points in a network 


network directory /netws:k dar 
'rekt(a)ri/ noun a directory that is stored 
on a disk drive on another computer in the 
network but can be accessed by anyone on 
the network 


network drive /‘netwa:k dratv/ nouna 
disk drive that is part of another computer 
on a network but can be used by anyone on 
the network 

network driver interface specifi- 
cation /netws:k ,dratva 'ıntəfers 
/spesifikerf(a)n/ noun full form of NDIS 
network file system /,netwa:k ‘fail 
,sistom/ noun a network protocol devel- 
oped by Sun Microsystems that allows a 
computer to share its local disk drives with 
other users on a network and is now used 
as a standard across most of the Internet. 
Abbr NFS 

network hardware = /,netwa:k 
'ha:idweə/ noun same as networking 
hardware 


networking /'netws:kıy/ noun 1. the 
working or organisation of a network 2. 
the process of interconnecting two or more 
computers either in the same room or dif- 
ferent buildings, in the same town or dif- 
ferent towns, allowing them to exchange 
information 
COMMENT: Networking allows a machine with 
a floppy disk drive to use another PC’s hard 
disk when both machines are linked by a ca- 
ble and are using networking software. 
networking hardware /,netwa:kin 
'ha:dweə/ noun the physical links, com- 
puters and control equipment that make up 
a network. Also called network hard- 
ware 


networking software /,netwa:kin 
'spftweo/ noun software that is used to 
establish the link between a user’s pro- 
gram and the network. Also called net- 
work software 


networking specialist /‘netwa:kin 
Spefalist/ noun a company or person 
who specialises in designing and setting 
up networks O This computer firm is a UK 
networking specialist. 


network interface card /netwa:k 
‘Intofers ,kard/ noun full form of NIC 
network-intrinsic application 
/netws:k in'trinstk ,æplıkerf(ə)n/ 
noun an application that makes use of a 
network and its shared resources 


network layer /‘netws:k ,leta/ noun 
the third ISO/OSI layer that decides on the 
route to be used to send a packet of data 


network management /,netws:k 
'mænıdzmənt/ noun the organisation, 
planning, running and upkeep of a network 


Network Neighborhood /,netwa:k 
‘netbohud/ noun a Windows 95 utility 
that allows you to view and manage con- 
nections to your computer 


network news transfer protocol 
/netw3:k nju:z 'trensfs: ,prautokol/ 
noun full form of NNTP 


network operating system 
/netwsa:k 'pporeitiy ,sistom/ noun an 
operating system running on a server com- 
puter, usually a dedicated one, that con- 
trols access to the network resources, man- 
aging network links, printing and users. 
Abbr NOS 

network printer /netwa:k 'primto/ 
noun a printer attached to a server or 
workstation that can be used by any user 
connected to the network 


network processor 
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network processor  /,netwa:k 
‘prousesd/ noun a signal multiplexor con- 
trolled by a microprocessor in a network 
network protocol /netwark 
‘proutokpl/ noun a set of handshaking 
signals that defines how a workstation 
sends data over a network without clash- 
ing with other data transmissions 
network redundancy /,netwa:k rı 
‘dandonsi/ noun the existence of extra 
links between points allowing continued 
operation in the event of one point failing 
network server /netwa:k 's3:vo/ 
noun a computer which runs a network op- 
erating system and controls the basic net- 
work operations (NOTE: All the worksta- 
tions in a LAN are connected to the cen- 
tral network server and users log onto a 
network server,) 

network software / netwark 
'spftwea/ noun same as networking 
software 

network structure = /,netwark 
'straktfə/ noun a data structure which al- 
lows each node to be connected to any of 
the others 

network time protocol /,netws:k 
'taım ,proutokol/ noun a protocol which 
provides an accurate time signal to com- 
puters on the Internet based on an atomic 
clock, allowing local computers to syn- 
chronise their clocks. Abbr NTP 
network timing /netws:k 'tarmin/ 
noun signals which correctly synchronise 
the transmission of data 

network topology /,netws:k tə 
'‘pplad3i/ noun the layout of machines in a 
network, e.g. a star network, ring network 
or bus network, which will determine what 
cabling and interfaces are needed and what 
possibilities the network can offer 
neural network /,njusral 'netwa:k/ 
noun a system running an artificial intelli- 
gence program that attempts to simulate 
the way the brain works, how it learns and 
remembers 

neutral /'‘nju:tral/ adjective with no 
state, bias or voltage 

neutral transmission = /,nju:tral 
trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun a transmission sys- 
tem in which a voltage pulse and zero volts 
represent the binary digits 1 and 0 

new /nju:/ adjective recent or not old O 
They have installed a new computer sys- 
tem. 

newbie /'nju:bi/ noun a new user of the 
Internet (slang) 


new line character /nju: ‘lain 
,kærıktə/ noun a character that moves a 
cursor or printhead to the beginning of the 
next line 

newsgroup /'nju:z,grurp/ noun a fea- 
ture of the Internet that provides free-for- 
all discussion forums 

news reader /'nju:z ,ri:do/ noun a 
piece of software that allows a user to view 
the list of newsgroups and read the articles 
posted in each group or submit a new arti- 
cle 

newswire /'nju:zwato/ noun an Inter- 
net service providing the latest informa- 
tion on current events 

new technology /nju: tek'nvlod3i/ 
noun electronic instruments which have 
recently been developed 

Newton /'nju:ton/ a trade name for a 
range of PDAs developed by the Apple 
Computer Corporation 

next instruction register /nekst ın 
'strakfon ,red3ista/ noun a register in a 
CPU that contains the location where the 
next instruction to be executed is stored 
nexus /'neksoas/ noun a connection point 
between units in a network 

NFS abbr network file system 

nibble /‘n1b(a)I/ noun another spelling of 
nybble 

NIC /,en ar 'si:/ noun an add-in board that 
connects a computer to a network. Full 
form network interface card. Also 
called network adapter (NOTE: The 
board converts the computer's data into 
electrical signals that are then transmit- 
ted along the network cable.) 

NiCad /'natked/ noun a type of re- 
chargeable battery used in laptops but now 
superseded by the NiMH battery. Full 
form nickel-cadmium 


COMMENT: NiCad batteries unfortunately have 
one problem called ‘memory’ which gradually 
reduces their ability to retain charge. To re- 
move the memory you should condition a bat- 
tery by running it right down so that it has no 
charge, before re-charging it. 


nil pointer /nıl 'porntə/ noun a pointer 
used to indicate the end of a chained list of 
items 

NiMH /,en ar em ‘eit f/ noun a type of re- 
chargeable battery now used in laptops 
that has better charge-carrying ability than 
a NiCad battery, is quicker to charge and 
does not suffer from ‘memory.’ Full form 
nickel metal hydride 

nine’s complement /‘namz 
‘kKomplimont/ noun a decimal comple- 
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ment, equivalent to the binary one’s com- 
plement, formed by subtracting each digit 
in the number from nine. ù ten’s comple- 
ment 

n-key rollover /,en ki: 'raulauve/ noun 
a facility on a keyboard where each key- 
stroke, (up to a maximum of n, is regis- 
tered in sequence even if they are struck 
very fast (NOTE: Up to n keys can be 
stored.) 

NLB abbr nonlinear behaviour 

n-level logic /,en ,lev(a)l 'Ind3rk/ noun 
logic gate design in which no more than n 
gates occur in a series 

NLP abbr neurolinguistic programming 
NLQ abbr near-letter-quality 

NMI abbr non maskable interrupt 

NNTP /,en en ti: 'pi:/ noun a standard 
method of distributing news messages on 
the Internet, one of the protocols within 
the TCP/IP protocol suite, that provides a 
way of creating, reading and distributing 
messages within newsgroups over the In- 
ternet. Full form network news transfer 
protocol 

no-address operation /,nou ə'dres 
Dporelf(a)n/ noun an instruction which 
does not require an address within it 
node /naud/ noun an interconnection 
point in a structure or network O A tree is 
made of branches that connect together at 
nodes. 

no-drop image /,novu ‘drop ,ımıd3/ 
noun (in a GUI) an icon image displayed 
during a drag and drop operation when the 
pointer is over an object that cannot be the 
destination object and onto which it cannot 
be dropped 

noise /noiz/ noun a random signal 
present in addition to any wanted signal, 
caused by static, temperature, power sup- 
ply, magnetic or electric fields and also 
from stars and the Sun 

noise immunity /noiz 1'mju:noti/ 
noun the ability of a circuit to ignore or fil- 
ter out noise or to be protected from noise 
noisy digit /,no1zi 'did3it/ noun a digit, 
usually not zero, added during the normal- 
isation of a floating point number when in 
noisy mode 

noisy mode /'norzi moud/ noun a 
floating point arithmetic system in which a 
digit other than a zero is deliberately add- 
ed in the least significant position during 
the normalisation of a floating point 
number 


nomenclature /nou'menklotfa/ noun 
a predefined system for assigning words 
and symbols to represent numbers or terms 
nomogram /'nomogrem/, nomo- 
graph /'noməgra:f/ noun a graphical 
system for solving one value given two 
others 

non- /non/ prefix not 

nonaligned /,nonə'larnd/ adjective re- 
ferring to two devices which are not cor- 
rectly positioned in relation to each other, 
for optimum performance 

nonaligned read head /nvno,lamnd 
'rird hed/ noun a read head that is not in 
the same position on a magnetic medium 
as the write head was, producing a loss of 
signal quality 

non arithmetic shift = /,non 
eriOmetik 'fıft/ noun same as logical 
shift 

non breaking space /,nvn_brerkin 
'speis/ noun (in word-processing or DTP 
software) a space character that prevents 
two words being separated by a line break 
noncompatibility /,nonkom, peti 
'piliti/ noun inability of two or more piec- 
es of hardware or software to exchange 
data or use the same peripherals 

non dedicated server § /non 
idedikeitid 's3:vo/ noun a computer that 
runs a network operating system in the 
background and can also be used to run 
normal applications at the same time 

non destructive cursor /non di 
/Straktiv 'ks:so/ noun a cursor on a dis- 
play that does not erase characters already 
displayed as it passes over them O The 
screen quickly became unreadable when 
using a non-destructive cursor. 

non destructive readout /,non di 
Straktiv 'ri:daut/ noun full form of 
NDR 

non destructive test /non dr 
/Straktiv 'test/ noun a series of tests car- 
ried out on a piece of equipment without 
destroying it O J will carry out a number of 
non-destructive tests on your computer, if 
it passes, you can start using it again. 
nonequivalence function /,noni 
‘kwivalons ,fankfon/ noun a logical 
function in which the output is true if the 
inputs are not the same, otherwise the out- 
put is false. Abbr NEQ 
nonequivalence gate / non 
'kwrvələns gert/ noun an electronic im- 
plementation of an NEQ function 


nonerasable storage 
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nonerasable storage /nont 
irerzab(a)l 'sto:rid3/ noun a storage me- 
dium that cannot be erased and reused 
non impact printer /,non m,pekt 
‘printd/ noun a printer such as an ink-jet 
printer in which the character form does 
not hit a ribbon onto the paper 

non interlaced /,non 'ıntəlersd/ ad- 
jective (in a monitor) referring to a system 
in which the picture electron beam scans 
each line of the display once during each 
refresh cycle (NOTE: The beam in an inter- 
laced display scans every alternate line.) 
nonlinear /nvn'linia/ adjective refer- 
ring to an electronic circuit whose output 
does not change linearly in proportion to 
its input 

nonlinear video editing /nvn,lmnia 
'vidiau ,editin/ noun a method of editing 
a video sequence in which the video is dig- 
itised and stored in a computer and the ed- 
itor can then cut and move frames in any 
order before outputting the finished se- 
quence (NOTE: The finished sequence 
can either be produced directly from the 
computer output — though this is normal- 
ly at a lower quality than the original be- 
cause of compression losses — or the 
computer can output timecode instruc- 
tions that can be used to edit the original 
videotape.) 

non maskable_ interrupt /,non 
smarskob(9)l 'intarapt/ noun a high pri- 
ority interrupt signal that cannot be 
blocked and overrides all other com- 
mands. Abbr NMI 

nonmodal /non'moud(a)I/ adjective (in 
a GUN) displaying a window but still al- 
lowing a user to access other windows that 
are on-screen before closing the nonmodal 
window 

non operable instruction /,non 
,bp(a)rab(a)l_ m'strakfan/ noun an in- 
struction that does not carry out any func- 
tion, but increments the program counter 
nonprinting code = /nonprintin 
‘koud/ plural noun a code that represents 
an action of the printer rather than a print- 
ed character O The line width can be set 
using one of the non-printing codes, .LW, 
then a number. 

non-procedural language /nvn pra 
)sizd3(a)ral 'lengwid3/ noun a program- 
ming language which does not execute 
statements one after another or calls sub- 
routines, but instead defines a set of facts 
that can be queried 


nonrepudiation / nonr, pju:di 
'erf(ə)n/ noun the ability of the person 
who receives a message to identify its 
sender, especially by means of the digital 
signature on the message 

non-return to zero /non ri,ts:n to 
'Zlorou/ noun a representation of binary 
data in which the signal changes when the 
data changes state, and does not return to 
zero volts after each bit of data. Abbr NRZ 
non scrollable /non 'skrəuləb(ə)l/ 
adjective referring to part of the screen 
display which is always displayed (NOTE: 
In a WP the text can scroll while instruc- 
tions are nonscrollable.) 

non volatile memory /,non ,volotail 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun a storage medium or 
memory that retains data even when the 
power has been switched off O Bubble 
memory is a non-volatile storage. Also 
called nonvolatile storage, nonvolatile 
store 

non-volatile random access mem- 
ory /non ,volotail random ,ekses 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun full form of NVRAM 
non volatile storage /,nvn ,volotarl 
'storr1d3/, nonvolatile store noun same 
as non volatile memory 

no-op instruction /nəu vp/, no op 
noun an instruction that does not carry out 
any functions but increments the program 
counter 

no parity /nəu 'pærəti/ noun data trans- 
mission which does not use a parity bit 
NOR function /no:r 'fankfan/ noun a 
logical function whose output is false if ei- 
ther input is true 


COMMENT: The output is 1 only if both inputs 
are 0; if the two inputs are different or if both 
are 1, the output is 0. 


NOR gate /'no:r geit/ noun an electric 
circuit or chip which performs a NOR 
function 

normal /'no:m(ə)l/ adjective usual or 
which happens regularly O The normal 
procedure is for backup copies to be made 
at the end of each day’s work. 

normal form /'no:m(o)l fo:m/ noun a 
method of structuring information in a da- 
tabase to avoid redundancy and improve 
storage efficiency 

normal format /'no:m(e)l ,fo:met/ 
noun a standardised format for data stor- 
age 

normalisation = /,no:molar'ze1f(a)n/, 
normalization noun the process of nor- 
malising data 
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normalisation routine /,no:molar 
'ze1f(9)n ru: ,ti:n/ noun a routine that nor- 
malises a floating point number and adds 
extra, noisy digits in the least significant 
position 

normalise /'no:mo,laiz/, normalize 
verb 1. to convert data into a form which 
can be read by a particular computer sys- 
tem 2. to convert characters into just capi- 
tals or into just a lowercase form 3. to store 
and represent numbers in a pre-agreed 
form, usually to provide maximum preci- 
sion O All the new data has been normal- 
ised to 10 decimal places. (NOTE: normal- 
ises — normalising — normalised) 
normalised form /‘no:molaizd fo:m/ 
noun a floating point number that has been 
normalised so that its mantissa is within a 
certain range 

normal range /'no:m(ə)l remd3/ noun 
the expected range for a result or number 
(NOTE: Any outside this range are errors.) 
normals /'no:m(ə)lz/ plural noun (in a 
three-dimensional scene) lines that are 
perpendicular to a tangent 
normal-vector interpolation shad- 
ing /,no:m(o)l ,vekto n,tsrpo'lerf(a)n 
ferdin/ noun same as Phong shading 
NOS abbr network operating system 
NOT-AND /not ən/ noun an equivalent 
to the NAND function 

notation /nou'te1f(a)n/ noun a method 
of writing or representing numbers 
notched /nvtfd/ adjective » edge 
notched card 

notebook computer /,novtbuk kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a very small portable com- 
puter, usually smaller than a laptop com- 
puter, that has a small keyboard and dis- 
play and can be carried easily 

NOT function /nvt 'fankfan/ noun a 
logical inverse function in which the out- 
put is true if the input is false 


COMMENT: If the input is 1, the output is 0; if the 
input is 0, the output is 1. 


NOT gate /'nvt geit/ noun same as ne- 
gation gate 

notice board /‘nautis bo:d/ noun 1. a 
board fixed to a wall where notices can be 
pinned up 2. a type of bulletin board on 
which messages to all users can be left 
notification message /novtif1 
'kerf(a)n ,mesid3/ noun a message with- 
in authoring software to notify other ob- 
jects that a particular task has been com- 
pleted O Ifan object is moved, the applica- 
tion will generate a notification message 


to tell other processes when it has finished 
moving the object. 

notify handler /‘novtrfar ,hendlo/ 
noun a series of commands that are exe- 
cuted when a particular notification mes- 
sage is received 

Novell /nau'vel/ a large company that 
produces network software and is best 
known for its NetWare range of network 
operating system software that runs on a 
PC server 

n-plus-one address instruction 
/en plas wan 9'dres/ noun an instruction 
made up of a number (n) of addresses and 
one other address that is the location of the 
next instruction 

n-plus-one_ instruction /‘en plas 
wan/ noun an instruction made up of a 
number (n) of addresses and one other ad- 
dress that is the location of the next in- 
struction to be executed 

npn transistor /,en pi: 'en tren,zisto/ 
noun a bipolar transistor design using p- 
type semiconductor for the base and n- 
type for the collector and emitter 

NRZ abbr non return to zero 

NS abbr nanosecond 

NSFnet/,en es 'ef net/ noun a wide area 
network developed by the National Sci- 
ence Foundation to replace ArpaNet as the 
main US government-funded network 
linking together universities and research 
laboratories (NOTE: NSFnet was a crucial 
stepping-stone in the development histo- 
ry of the Internet. It was closed down in 
1995 and replaced by a commercial 
high-speed network backbone that 
formed one of the foundations for the cur- 
rent commercial Internet.) 

NT /,en 'ti:/ noun » Windows NT 
NTFS abbr Windows NT file system 
NTP abbr network time protocol 

NTSC / en ti: es 'si:/ noun a US commit- 
tee that defines standards for television 
and video. Full form National Television 
System Committee 

n-type material /en tarp/, n-type 
semiconductor noun a semiconductor 
doped with a substance which provides ex- 
tra electrons in the material, giving it an 
overall negative charge compared to the 
intrinsic semiconductor 

NuBus /'nju:bas/ noun a high-speed 96- 
pin expansion bus used within Apple Mac 
II computers 

NUL character /‘nal ,kertkto/ noun 
same as null character 


null 
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null /nal/ noun nothing 

null character /‘nal ,kærrktə/ noun a 
character which means nothing, usually 
code 0 

null instruction /nal m'strakfon/ 
noun same as blank instruction 

null modem /nal 'mou,dem/ noun a 
circuit or cable which allows two comput- 
ers to communicate via their serial ports O 
This cable is configured as a null modem, 
which will allow me to connect these two 
computers together easily. 

null string /,nal 'strm/ noun a string 
which contains nothing 

null terminated string § /,nal 
,tsrmimeitid 'strin/ noun a string of char- 
acters which has a null character to indi- 
cate the end of the string 

number /'nambv/ noun 1. a representa- 
tion of a quantity 2. a written figure O 
Each piece of hardware has a production 
number. @ verb 1. to put a figure on a doc- 
ument O The pages of the manual are num- 
bered I to 196. 2. to assign digits to a list 
of items in an ordered manner 

number cruncher /‘nambo ,krantfo/ 
noun a dedicated processor used for high- 
speed calculations 

number crunching /‘namba 
krant f19/ noun the process of performing 
high-speed calculations O A very powerful 
processor is needed for graphics applica- 
tions which require extensive number 
crunching capabilities. 

number range /'nambə reind3/ noun 
a set of allowable values 

numeral /'‘nju:m(9)ral/ noun a charac- 
ter or symbol which represents a number 
numeric /nju:'mertk/ adjective 1. refer- 
ring to numbers 2. which contains only 
numbers O a numeric field 

numerical /nju:'merik(9)l/ adjective 
referring to numbers 


numerical analysis /nju:,merrk(9)l ə 
'næləsıs/ noun the study of ways of solv- 
ing mathematical problems 

numerical control /nju:,mer1k(s)l 
kon'troul/ noun a machine operated auto- 
matically by computer or a set of circuits 
controlled by stored data. Abbr NC 
numeric array /nju:,merik 9're1/ noun 
an array containing numbers 

numeric character  /nju:,merrk 
'kærrktə/ noun a letter used in some nota- 
tions to represent a number. For example, 
in hex the letters A-F are numeric charac- 
ters. 

numeric keypad /nju:,merrtk 
'ki:ped/ noun a set of ten keys with fig- 
ures 0-9, included in most computer key- 
boards as a separate group, used for enter- 
ing large amounts of data in numeric form. 
Also called numeric pad 

numeric operand = /nju:,merrk 
‘pporeend/ noun an operand that only con- 
tains numerals 

numeric pad /nju:,merrk 'pæd/ noun 
same as numeric keypad 

numeric punch /nju:,mertk 'pant{/ 
noun a punched hole in rows 0-9 of a 
punched card 

numeric string /nju:,mertk 'striy/ 
noun a string which contains only num- 
bers 

Num Lock key /‘nam lok ki:/ noun (on 
a keyboard) a key that switches the func- 
tion of a numeric keypad from cursor con- 
trol to numeric entry 

NVRAM /,en vi: 'reem/ noun memory 
that can permanently retain information. 
Full form non-volatile random access 
memory 

nybble /'nıb(ə)l/, nibble noun half the 
length of a standard byte (informal) 


COMMENT: A nybble is normally 4 bits, but can 
vary according to different micros. 


O 


OA abbr office automation 

object /'pbdgekt/ noun 1. the data that 
makes up a particular image or sound 2. a 
variable used in an IKBS within a reason- 
ing operation 3. the data in a statement 
which is to be operated on by the operator 
object animation /,obdzekt ,ænı 
'merf(ə)n/ noun same as cast-based an- 
imation 

object architecture = /,pbd3ekt 
‘arkitektfa/ noun a structure where all 
features such as files or outputs in a system 
are represented as objects. Also called ob- 
ject-orientated architecture 

object code /sb'd3ekt kaud/ noun 
program code after it has been translated, 
compiled or assembled into machine code 
object computer /,pbd3ekt kom 
‘pjuite/ noun a computer system for 
which a program has been written and 
compiled 

object deck /ab'd3ekt dek/ noun a set 
of punched cards that contain a program 
object file /ab'd3ekt farl/ noun a file 
that contains object code for a routine or 
program 

object hierarchy /,pbd3ekt 
‘harorarki/ noun the order in which mes- 
sages are passed from one object to anoth- 
er 

objective /ab'd3ektiv/ noun something 
which someone tries to do 

object language /,pbd3ekt 
‘lengwid3/ noun the language of a pro- 
gram after it has been translated. Opposite 
source language 

object linking and embedding 
/,obd3ekt ,linkin ond 1m'bedin/ noun 
full form of OLE 

object linking and embedding 2 
/obd3ekt lmkm ond im,bedin 'tu:/ 
noun full form of OLE-2 
object-orientated architecture 
/pobd3ekt ,orriontertid = ‘arkitektfo/ 
noun same as object architecture 


object-oriented /,pbd3ekt 's:rientid/ 
adjective referring to a system or language 
that uses objects 

object-oriented graphics /,pbd3ekt 
orrientid 'greefiks/ plural noun graphics 
which use lines and curves, vector defini- 
tions, to describe the shapes of the image 
rather than pixels in a bitmap image O This 
object-oriented graphics program lets you 
move shapes around very easily. 
object-oriented language /,pbd3ekt 
orientid 'lengwid3/ noun a program- 
ming language that is used for object-ori- 
ented programming, e.g. C++ 
object-oriented programming 
/wbd3ekt ,o:rientid 'prougræmıy/ 
noun a method of programming, as in 
C++, in which each element of the pro- 
gram is treated as an object that can inter- 
act with other objects within the program. 
Abbr OOP 

Object Packager /'pbd3ekt 
ipeekid39/ noun a utility included with 
Windows 3.x that lets you convert data 
from an application that does not support 
OLE so that it can be used as an OLE ob- 
ject in another application. 

object program /'pbd3ekt 
|prougrem/ noun a computer program in 
object code form, produced by a compiler 
or assembler 

Object Request Broker /ab,dzekt rı 
'kwest ,brouko/ noun software that links 
objects together using the CORBA stand- 
ard. Abbr ORB 

obtain /əb'tern/ verb to get or receive 
something O to obtain data from a storage 
device 

OCCAM /'pvkam/ noun a computer pro- 
gramming language used in large multi- 
processor or multi-user systems 


COMMENT: This is the development language 
for transputer systems. 


occur /ə'k3:/ verb to happen or take 
place O Data loss can occur because of 


OCE 
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power supply variations. (NOTE: occurring 
— occurred) 
OCE /,90 si: 'i:/ noun a set of standards 
that allow networked Apple Mac users to 
share objects and files. Full form open 
collaboration environment 
OCP /,a0 si: 'pi:/ noun (in a multiproces- 
sor system) a processor which decides 
and performs the arithmetic and logical 
operations according to the program code. 
Full form order code processor 
OCR /,90 si: 'a:/ noun 1. a device which 
scans printed or written characters, recog- 
nises them and converts them into ma- 
chine-readable form for processing in a 
computer. Full form optical character 
reader 2. software or a process that allows 
printed or written characters to be recog- 
nised optically and converted into ma- 
chine-readable code that can be input into 
a computer, using an optical character 
reader. Full form optical character rec- 
ognition 
‘In 1986, Calera Recognition Systems introduced the 
first neural-network-based OCR system that could 
read complex pages containing any mixture of non- 
decorative fonts without manual training.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
COMMENT: There are two OCR fonts in com- 
mon use: OCR-A, which is easy for scanners 


to read, and OCR-B, which is easier for peo- 
ple to read than the OCR-A font. 


OCR font /,9u si: 'a: font/ noun same as 
optical font 
octal /'okt(ə)l/, octal notation /,okt(0)! 
nou'terf(a)n/ noun a number notation us- 
ing base 8, with digits 0 to 7 

COMMENT: In octal, the digits used are 0 to 7; 

so decimal 9 is octal 11. 
octal digit /,okt(ə)l 'did3it/ noun a dig- 
it, 0 to 7 used in octal notation 
octal scale /'pkt(9)l skeil/ noun the 
power of eight associated with each digit 
position in a number 
octet /ok'tet/ noun a group of eight bits 
treated as one unit or word. ò byte 
OCX /,a0 si: 'eks/ noun the file extension 
of an ActiveX component or add-in that is 
used by an application such as a web 
browser or custom application running un- 
der Windows 95 or 98 
ODBC noun a software interface that al- 
lows an application to access any compat- 
ible data source. Full form open data- 
base connectivity (NOTE: The standard 
was developed by Microsoft but is used 
by many different developers as a stand- 
ard method of providing access to a wide 
range of databases.) 


odd-even check /,pd ‘i:v(o)n_,tfek/ 
noun a method of checking that transmit- 
ted binary data has not been corrupted 
odd parity /,nd 'pzriti/, odd parity 
check /,od 'pzeriti tfek/ noun an error 
checking system in which any series of 
bits transmitted must have an odd number 
of binary ones 

ODI a trade name for a standard interface, 
defined by Novell, for an NIC that allows 
users to have just one network driver that 
will work with all NICs. Full form open 
datalink interface. Compare NDIS 
(NOTE: The standard also supports more 
than one protocol, e.g. IPX and Net- 
BEUIL.) 

OEM /,20 i: 'em/ noun a company which 
produces equipment using basic parts 
made by other manufacturers, and custom- 
ises the product for a particular application 
O One OEM supplies the disk drive, anoth- 
er the monitor. Full form original equip- 
ment manufacturer 

off-hook /pf huk/ adverb in or into the 
condition of a modem when it is connected 
to answer a call. Compare on-hook 
office automation /,pfis oita 
'merf(ə)n/ noun the use of machines and 
computers to carry out ordinary office 
tasks. Abbr OA 

office computer /,pfis kom'pju:to/ 
noun a small computer, sometimes with a 
hard disk and several terminals, suitable 
for office use 

off-line /of laın/ adverb, adjective 1. re- 
ferring to a processor, printer or terminal 
that is not connected to a network or cen- 
tral computer, usually temporarily O Be- 


fore changing the paper in the printer, 


switch it off-line. 2. referring to a peripher- 
al connected to a network but not available 
for use. Compare online 

off-line editing /,vf larn 'edit1n/ noun 
an editing process in which copies of the 
original sound tape or videotape are used, 
cut and edited to create an EDL that is then 
used in an on-line editing suite to automat- 
ically assemble all the sectors of the tape 
according to the instructions in the EDL 
(NOTE: Off-line editing software allows 
two or more video clips to be edited and 
merged with effects.) 

off-line newsreader /,of larn 
‘njuizri:do/ noun a piece of software that 
allows a user to read newsgroup articles 
when the computer is not connected to the 
Internet 
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off-line printing /,of lam 'printin/ 
noun a printout operation that is not super- 
vised by a computer 

off-line processing /,of larn 
‘prousesin/ noun processing performed 
by devices not under the control of a cen- 
tral computer 

off-line storage /,of lam 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun storage that is not currently available 
for access 

offload /vf'loud/ verb to transfer data 
from one computer to another to create 
more usable space on the first computer 
off-screen buffer /,of skri:n 'bafo/ 
noun the area of RAM used to hold an off- 
screen image before it is displayed on 
screen 

off-screen image /,of skrimn 'ımıd3/ 
noun an image that is first drawn in mem- 
ory and then is transferred to the display 
memory to give the impression of fast dis- 
play action 

offset /'ofset/ noun a quantity added to a 
number or address to give a final number 
offset value /,vf,set 'velju:/, offset 
word /,pf'set wa:d/ noun a value to be 
added to a base address to provide a final 
indexed address 

ohm /aum/ noun a unit of measurement 
of electrical resistance O this resistance 
has a value of 100 ohms 

OK /,au 'ker/ noun used as a prompt in 
place of ‘ready’ in some systems 

OK button /su'ker ,bat(a)n/ noun (in a 
GU)/) a button with an ‘OK’ label that is 
used to start or confirm an action 

OLE /,9u el 'i:/ noun (in Microsoft Win- 
dows) a facility for including data format- 
ted in one application within another ap- 
plication; e.g. insertion of an object such 
as an image or sound into a document or 
spreadsheet. Full form object linking 
and embedding. ù DDE 

OLE-2 /,au el i: 'tu:/ noun (in Microsoft 
Windows) a facility that extends the func- 
tions of OLE to include visual editing to 
allow the embedded object to be edited 
without leaving the document in which it 
is embedded. Full form object linking 
and embedding 2 (NOTE: If you insert an 
image into a document, you can now edit 
the image without leaving the word-proc- 
essor. OLE2 also allows applications to 
exchange information.) 

OLE object /,0u el ,i: 'pbd3ekt/, OLE 
container object /,9u el ,i: kon'temno 
bbd3ekt/ noun an object that contains a 


reference to a linked object or a copy of an 
embedded object 
omission factor /su'm1f(o)n fakto/ 
noun the number of relevant documents 
that were missed in a search 
OMR /,9u em 'a:/ noun 1. a device that 
can recognise marks or lines on a special 
forms such as an order form or a reply to a 
questionnaire and convert them into a form 
a computer can process. Full form optical 
mark reader 2. process that allows cer- 
tain marks or lines on special forms such 
as an order form or a reply to a question- 
naire to be recognised by an OMR and in- 
put into a computer. Full form optical 
mark recognition 
on-board /pn bo:d/ adjective referring 
to a feature or circuit which is contained 
on a motherboard or main PCB 
“,..the electronic page is converted to a printer-read- 
able video image by the on-board raster image proc- 
essor the key intelligence features of these laser 
printers are emulation modes and on-board memory’ 
[Byte] 
on chip /,pn 'tfıp/ noun a circuit con- 
structed on a chip 
on-chip /on tf1p/ adjective referring to a 
circuit constructed on a chip O The proces- 
sor uses on-chip bootstrap software to al- 
low programs to be loaded rapidly. 
on-chip cache /,pn tfip 'kæf/ noun 
cache memory and controller circuitry 
built into a processor chip 
one-address computer /,wan ə,dres 
kom'pju:ta/ noun a computer structure 
whose machine code only uses one ad- 
dress at a time 
one-address instruction /,wan 9 
¿dres in'strakfan/ noun an instruction 
made up of an operator and one address 
one element /wan 'elrmant/ noun a 
logical function that produces a true output 
if any input is true 
one for one/,wan fa 'wan/ noun a pro- 
gramming language, usually assembler, 
that produces one machine code instruc- 
tion for each instruction or command word 
in the language 


COMMENT: Compilers and interpreters are 
usually used for translating high-level lan- 
guages that use more than one machine code 
instruction for each high-level instruction. 


one-level address /,wan lev(o)l ə 
‘dres/ noun a storage address that directly, 
without any modification, accesses a loca- 
tion or device 

one-level code /,wan ,lev(a)l 'kaud/ 
noun same as direct code 


one-level store 
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one-level store /,wan ,lev(a)l 'sto:/ 
noun the organisation of storage in which 
each different type of storage device is 
treated as if it were the same 
one-level subroutine /,wan lev(o)l 
‘sabru:tiin/ noun a subroutine which 
does not call another subroutine during its 
execution 
One-pass assembler /,wan pars 9 
‘semblo/ noun an assembler program that 
translates the source code in one action O 
This new one-pass assembler is very quick 
in operation. 
one-plus-one address /'wan plas 
wan/ noun an address format that pro- 
vides the location of one register and the 
location of the next instruction 
one’s complement /'wanz 
,kompliment/ noun the inverse of a bina- 
ry number O The one’s complement of 
10011 is 01100. 
one-time pad /,wan 'tarm ped/ noun 
a coding system that uses a unique cipher 
key each time it is used 
COMMENT: Two identical pieces of paper with 
an encrypted alphabet printed on each one 
are used, one by the sender, one by the re- 


ceiver. This is one of the most secure cipher 
systems. 


one to zero ratio /wan to, tu 'z1orau/ 
noun the ratio between the amplitude of a 
binary one and zero output 

on-hook /on huk/ adverb in or into the 
condition of a modem when it is not con- 
nected to make a call 

onion skin architecture /‘anjon skin 
arkitektfo/ noun a design of a computer 
system in layers, according to function or 
priority O The onion skin architecture of 
this computer is made up of a kernel at the 
centre, an operating system, a low-level 
language and then the user’s program. 
onion skin language /‘anjon skin 
jlangwid3/ noun a database manipulation 
language that can process hierarchical data 
structures 

online /on'lam/ adverb, adjective refer- 
ring to a terminal or device connected to 
and under the control of a central proces- 
sor O The terminal is on-line to the main- 
frame. 

online database /,pnlain 'dertəbers/ 
noun an interactive search, retrieve and 
update of database records using an online 
terminal 

online editing /on,lam 'editin/ noun 
the process of creating a finished audio or 


film sequence from original tape using ed- 
iting instructions in an EDL list 

online help /,onlam ‘help/ noun a text 
screen displayed from within an applica- 
tion that explains how to use the applica- 
tion 

online information retrieval 
/,onlain ,infa'merf(9)n r1,trizval/ noun a 
system that allows an operator of an online 
terminal to access, search and display data 
held in a main computer 

online processing /,onlain 
‘prousesin/ noun processing by devices 
connected to and under the control of the 
central computer, during which the user 
remains in contact with the central compu- 
ter 

online storage /,onlamn 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun data storage equipment that is direct- 
ly controlled by a computer 

online system /,vnlain 'sttsam/ noun 
a computer system that allows users who 
are online to transmit and receive informa- 
tion 

online transaction processing 
/,onlain træn'zækfən ,prousesin/ noun 
an interactive processing in which a user 
enters commands and data on a terminal 
which is linked to a central computer, with 
results being displayed on the screen 
OnNow /,pn'nav/ noun a standard that 
provides a way of integrating power man- 
agement and control within all types of 
computer (NOTE: The main benefit of On- 
Now is that it allows the development of 
a computer that is dormant but will be 
ready to use almost immediately after it 
has been switched on, unlike current 
computers that can take a minute to con- 
figure and load the operating system.) 
on-screen /on skri:n/ adjective refer- 
ring to information that is displayed on a 
computer screen rather than printed out 
on-site /pn sart/ adjective located at the 
place where a particular thing is O The new 
model has an on-site upgrade facility. 

on the fly /,nn do 'flat/ adverb (to ex- 
amine and modify data) during a program 
run without stopping the run 

OOP abbr object-oriented programming 
o/p, O/P abbr output 

op code /'op kaud/ noun a part of the 
machine code instruction that defines the 
action to be performed. Also called oper- 
ation code, order code 

open /'əupən/ adjective 1. called up and 
prepared before reading or writing actions 
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can occur O You cannot access the data 
unless the file is open. 2. not closed ™@ verb 
to call up and prepare a file before access- 
ing, editing or carrying out other transac- 
tions on stored records O You cannot ac- 
cess the data unless the file has been 
opened. 

open access /,aupon 'ekses/ noun a 
system in which many workstations are 
available for anyone to use 

open architecture /,aupen 
‘arkitektfa/ noun computer architecture 
with a published expansion interface that 
has been designed to allow add-on hard- 
ware to be plugged in 

open code /‘supon kaud/ noun a set of 
extra instructions required in a program 
that mainly uses macroinstructions 


open collaboration environment 


/,aupon koa lebos'rerf(a)n m 
,vailronmont/ noun full form of OCE 
open database connectivity 


/əupən ,dertəbers ,konek'trviti/ noun 
full form of ODBC 

open datalink interface /,supon 
'dertəliyk ,ıntəfers/ noun full form of 
ODI 

open-ended program /,aupon ,endid 
‘prougrem/ noun a program designed to 
allow future expansion and easy modifica- 
tion 

open file /‘aupon farl/ noun a file that 
can be read from or written to (NOTE: An 
application opens the file which locates 
the file on disk and prepares it for an op- 
eration.) 

open reel /‘oupon ri:l/ noun a magnetic 
tape on a reel that is not enclosed in a car- 
tridge or cassette 

open routine /,supon ru:'tim/ noun a 
routine which can be inserted into a larger 
routine or program without using a call in- 
struction 

OpenScript /‘suponskript/ noun an 
object-oriented programming language 
used in the Asymetrix Toolbook authoring 
software 

open shortest path first /,oupon 
fortast pa:0 'o3:f6/ noun full form of 
OSPF 


open source adjective describes a pro- 
gram for which the source code is freely 
available and which anyone is legally able 
to modify and improve 


‘In yet another initiative, aimed at cutting the upfront 
costs of big IT projects, the OGC is tipping towards 


a preference for open source software.’ 


[The Guardian] 
open subroutine /,supon ‘sabru:ti:n/ 
noun a code for a subroutine which is cop- 
ied into memory whenever a call instruc- 
tion is found, rather than executing a jump 
to the subroutine’s address 
open system /'supen ,sistom/ noun 1. 
a nonproprietary system that is not under 
the control of one company 2. a system 
that is constructed in such a way that dif- 
ferent operating systems can work togeth- 
er 
open system interconnection 
/,aupen ,sıstəm ,Intoko'nekJ(a)n/ noun 
e. Full form of OSI 
open trading protocol /,asupen 
'trerdıy ,proutokpl/ noun a standardised 
computer protocol for transactions involv- 
ing payments and for methods of payment. 
Abbr OTP 
operand /'pporzend/ noun the data in a 
computer instruction which is to be oper- 
ated on by the operator O In the instruction 
ADD 74, the operator ADD will add the 
operand 74 to the accumulator. 
operand field /‘pporend fi:ld/ noun a 
part of a computer instruction containing 
the location of the operand 
operate /'pporeit/ verb to work or to 
make a machine work O Do you know how 
to operate the telephone switchboard? 
(NOTE: operates — operating — operated) 
operating code /'pporeitiy koud/ 
noun a part of the machine code instruc- 
tion that defines the action to be per- 
formed. Also called op code 
operating console /'opərertıy 
i“Konsaul/ noun a terminal in an interac- 
tive system that sends and receives infor- 
mation 
operating instructions /'vporeitin 
m,strakfonz/ plural noun commands and 
instructions used to operate a computer 
operating system /'ppərertıy 
,sistam/ noun full form of OS 
operating time /‘pporeit1 tarm/ noun 
the total time required to carry out a task 
operation /,vpo'retf(a)n/ noun the 
working of a machine 
operational /,ppo'retJ(o)nol/ adjective 
which is working 
operational information  /,vpo 
rerf(o)nol ,mfo'merf(a)n/ noun infor- 
mation about the normal operations of a 
system 


operation code 
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operation code /,ppa're1f(a)n koud/ 
noun same as op code 

operation cycle = /,vpa'rerf(a)n 
,satk(a)l/ noun a section of the machine 
cycle during which the instruction is exe- 
cuted 

operation decoder /,pps're1f(9)n di: 
ikauda/ noun a piece of hardware that 
converts a machine-code instruction in bi- 
nary form into actions 

operation field /,npo'rerf(o)n_fi:ld/ 
noun a part of an assembly language state- 
ment that contains the mnemonic or sym- 
bol for the op code 

operation priority /,ppərerf(ə)n prar 
‘priti/ noun the sequence order in which 
the operations within a statement are car- 
ried out 

operation register /,ppo'rerf(o)n 
red3ista/ noun a register that contains 
the op code during its execution 
operations manual /,ppo,re1f(o)nz 
'mænjuəl/ noun same as instruction 
manual 

operation time /,vpo're1f(9)n tarm/ 
noun a period of time that an operation re- 
quires for its operation cycle 

operation trial /,npa're1f(9)n_,trarol/ 
noun a series of tests to check programs 
and data preparation 

operator /'ppa,reita/ noun 1. a person 
who makes a machine or process work O 
The operator was sitting at his console. 2. 
a character, symbol or word that defines a 
function or operation O x is the multiplica- 
tion operator. 

operator overloading /,vporeits 
'guvaloudin/ noun the process of assign- 
ing more than one function to a particular 
operator (NOTE: the function often de- 
pends on the type of data being operated 
on and is used in the C++ and Ada pro- 
gramming languages.) 

operator precedence /,pporeito 
'‘presidons/ noun the order in which a 
number of mathematical operations will 
be carried out 

operator procedure /'pporeita pra 
,S1:d3a/ noun a set of actions that an oper- 
ator has to carry out to work a machine or 
process 

operators console /'ppərertəz 
ikpnsoaul/ noun a unit with the input and 
output devices used by an operator to con- 
trol a computer, usually consisting of a 
keyboard and VDU 


op register /pp 'red31stə/ noun a regis- 
ter that contains the op code for the in- 
struction that is being executed 

optical /'optık(ə)l/ adjective referring to 
or making use of light O An optical reader 
uses a light beam to scan characters. 
optical bar reader /,pptrk(o)l 'ba: 
‚ri:də/ noun an optical device that reads 
data from a bar code 

optical character reader /,vptrk(o)! 
'kærıktə ,ri:da/ noun full form of OCR 1 
optical character recognition 
/,optik(a)l_ ,keertkto jrekag'nif(9)n/ 
noun full form of OCR 2 

optical communication system 
/,optik(a)l ko,mjurmi'kerf(9)n ,sistom/ 
noun a communication system using fibre 
optics 

optical computer /,optrk(9)l kom 
‘pjuite/ noun a proposed computer that 
would use optical fibres and switches and 
laser light, instead of wires, transistors and 
printed circuits, and that would process in- 
formation much faster than conventional 
computers 

optical data link /,vptrk(a)l 'dertə 
lmjk/ noun a connection between two de- 
vices to allow the transmission of data us- 
ing light signals, either line-of-sight or op- 
tic fibre 

optical disk /'optık(ə)l disk/ noun a 
disk that contains binary data in the form 
of small holes in a metal layer under the 
surface which are read with a laser beam 
(NOTE: One example is a WORM disk 
(write once, read many times) which can 
be programmed once or a compact disc 
(CD) which is programmed at manufac- 
ture) 

optical fibre /,nptrk(o)l 'farbo/ noun a 
fine strand of glass or plastic protected by 
a surrounding material, that is used for the 
convenient transmission of light signals. ù 
fibre optics. Also called optic fibre 
optical font /'optık(ə)l font/ noun a 
character design that can be easily read us- 
ing an OCR. Also called OCR font 
optical mark reader /,vptrk(a)l 
‘mark ,ri:da/ noun full form of OMR 1 
optical mark recognition /,nptrk(s)! 
mark ,rekog'nif(9)n/ noun full form of 
OMR 2 

optical memory / pptik(e)l 
'mem(a)ri/ noun the capacity of optical 
disks 

optical mouse /'pptrk(9)l maus/ noun 
a pointing device that is operated by mov- 
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ing it across a special flat mat; (NOTE: On 
the mat is printed a grid of lines. As the 
mouse is moved, two light sensors count 
the number of lines that have been 
passed to produce a measure of the dis- 
tance and direction of travel. An optical 
mouse has fewer moving parts than a 
mechanical mouse and so is more relia- 
ble, but requires an accurately printed 
mat.) 

optical scanner /,vptik(9)l 'skzeno/ 
noun apiece of equipment that converts an 
image into electrical signals which can be 
stored in and displayed on a computer 
optical storage /,pptik(o)I 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun data storage using mediums such as 
optical disk 

optical transmission /,pptik(ə)l 
trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun the use of fibre op- 
tic cables, laser beams and other light 
sources to carry data, in the form of pulses 
of light 

optic fibre /,pptik 'fatba/ noun same as 
optical fibre 

optimisation, optimization noun the 
process of making something work as effi- 
ciently as possible 

optimise /'ppti,maiz/, optimize verb 
to make something work as efficiently as 
possible (NOTE: optimises — optimising — 
optimised) 

optimised code /'ppti,maizd koud/, 
optimized code noun a program that has 
been passed through an optimiser to re- 
move any inefficient code or statements 
optimiser /'optımaızə/, optimizer 
noun a program that adapts another pro- 
gram to run more efficiently 

optimising compiler /,optımarzıņ 
kəm'paılə/ noun a compiler that analyses 
the machine code it produces in order to 
improve the speed or efficiency of the code 
optimum /'optıməm/ adjective best 
possible 

optimum code /'optıməm kəud/ noun 
a coding system that provides the fastest 
access and retrieval time for stored data 
items 

opt-in mailing list /,opt m ‘merlin 
lıst/ noun a list of email addresses in 
which each recipient has specifically 
asked to receive advertising email messag- 
es, usually so that he or she can keep up to 
date with a topic or industry 

option /'opfən/ noun an action which 
can be chosen O There are usually four op- 
tions along the top of the screen. 


optional /'ppJ(a)n(a)I/ adjective which 
can be chosen O The system comes with 
optional 3.5 or 5.25 disk drives. 
Option key /‘ppf(a)n ki:/ noun a key on 
an Apple Mac keyboard that gives access 
to other functions of keys, similar to Ctrl 
or Alt keys on an IBM PC keyboard 
optomechanical mouse /,pptəumı 
|keentk(a)l 'maus/ noun same as me- 
chanical mouse 
OR /,90 'a:/ noun a Boolean function that 
is often used in searches to ask the search 
engine to find text that contains any of the 
search words. Compare AND (NOTE: For 
example, the phrase ‘dog OR cat’ will in- 
clude all documents that contain the 
words dog or cat.) 
Orange Book /'prind3 buk/ noun a set 
of standards published by Philips that de- 
fine the format for a recordable CD-ROM 
ORB abbr Object Request Broker (see) 
order /'9:do/ noun 1. an instruction 2. an 
arrangement sorted according to a key O in 
alphabetical order @ verb 1. to direct or 
instruct a person to do something 2. to sort 
data according to a key 
order code /'s:da kaud/ noun same as 
op code 
order code processor /'s:do koud 
,prousesə/ noun full form of OCP 
ordered list /'o:dəd list/ noun a list of 
data items which have been sorted into an 
order 
OR function /o: 'fankJan/ noun a logi- 
cal function that produces a true output if 
any input is true 

COMMENT: The result of the OR function will be 


1 if either or both inputs are 1; if both inputs 
are 0, then the result is 0. 


organisation /,o:ganar'zerf(9)n/, or- 
ganization noun a way of arranging 
something so that it works efficiently or 
has a logical structure 

organisational /,o1gonal 
'ze1f(a)n(9)l/, organizational adjective 
referring to the way in which something is 
organised 

organise /'5:go,naiz/, organize verb to 
arrange something so that it works effi- 
ciently or has a logical structure (NOTE: or- 
ganises — organising — organised) 

OR gate /'s: geit/ noun an electronic 
circuit that provides the OR function 
orientated /'s:rionteitid/ adjective 
aimed towards something 

orientation /,s:rion'terf(a)n/ noun 1. 
the direction or position of an object 2. (in 


origin 
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word-processing or DTP software) the di- 
rection of a page, either landscape, with 
long edge horizontal, or portrait, with long 
edge vertical 

origin /‘vrid31m/ noun 1. the position on 
a display screen to which all coordinates 
are referenced, usually the top left hand 
corner of the screen 2. a location in mem- 
ory at which the first instruction of a pro- 
gram is stored 

original /ə'rıdzən(ə)l/ adjective used or 
made first Hl noun the master data disk, 
from which a copy can be made 

original equipment manufacturer 
/a,rIdzen(a)l_ 1kwipmont ,menju 
'feektfora/ noun full form of OEM 
originate /ə'rıdzınert/ verb to start or 
come from a place or source O The data 
originated from the new computer. (NOTE: 
originates — originating — originated) 
originate modem /ə'rıdzənert 
smoudem/ noun a modem that makes a 
call to another modem that is waiting to 
answer calls (NOTE: The originate modem 
emits a carrier in response to an answer- 
tone from the remote modem.) 
origination /s,r1d31'netf(a)n/ noun the 
work involved in creating something 
OROM /'əu rom/ abbr optical read-only 
memory 

orphan /'s:f(9)n/ noun the first line of a 
paragraph of text printed alone at the bot- 
tom of a column, with the rest of the para- 
graph at the top of the next column or 
page. Compare widow (NOTE: An orphan 
makes a page look ugly.) 

orthogonal /,9:'6nganol/ adjective re- 
ferring to an instruction made up of inde- 
pendent parameters or parts 

OS /,au 'es/ noun software that controls 
the basic, low-level hardware operations, 
and file management of a computer, with- 
out the user having to operate it. Full form 
operating system (NOTE: The OS is 
usually supplied with the computer as 
part of the bundled software in ROM.) 
OS/2 a trade name for a multitasking op- 
erating system for PC computers devel- 
oped by IBM and Microsoft (NOTE: Devel- 
opment is now continued by IBM to make 
it an alternative to Microsoft Windows.) 
OSF abbr Open Software Foundation 
OSI /,au es 'a1/ noun a standard theoreti- 
cal model of a network that is created from 
seven different layers each with a different 
function. This model provides the basis of 


almost all networks in use. Full form open 
system interconnection 

OSPF /,00 es pi: 'ef/ noun a protocol 
used with a TCP/IP network that will send 
packets of data on a route that has the least 
amount of traffic. Full form open short- 
est path first 

OTP abbr open trading protocol 

outage /‘avtid3/ noun the time during 
which a system is not operational 

outlet /‘autlet/ noun a connection or 
point in a circuit or network where a signal 
or data can be accessed 

outline /‘avtlarn/ noun the main features 
of something 

outline flowchart /'aut(ə)ların 
flout fa:t/ noun a flowchart of the main 
features, steps and decisions in a program 
or system 

outline font /‘aut(s)lain font/ noun a 
printer or display font stored as a set of 
outlines that mathematically describe the 
shape of each character, and which are 
then used to draw each character rather 
than actual patterns of dots (NOTE: Outline 
fonts can be easily scaled, unlike bitmap 
fonts.) 

outliner /‘avtlamna/ noun a utility pro- 
gram used to help a user order sections and 
subsections of a list of things to do or parts 
of a project 

out of alignment /,avt ov ə'laınmont/ 
adjective not aligned correctly 

out of control /,aut ov kon'troul/ ad- 
jective not kept in check 

out of date /,aut ov 'dert/ adjective 
old-fashioned or no longer current O Their 
computer system is years out of date. 

out of range /,avut ov 'remd3/ adjective 
referring to a number or quantity that is 
outside the limits of a system 

output /‘autput/ noun 1. information or 
data that is transferred from a CPU or the 
main memory to another device such as a 
monitor, printer or secondary storage de- 
vice 2. the action of transferring informa- 
tion or data from store to a user > abbr 
o/p, O/P @ verb to transfer data from a 
computer to a monitor or printer O Fin- 
ished documents can be output to the laser 
printer. 

output area /'autput ,eəriə/, output 
block noun a section of memory that con- 
tains data to be transferred to an output de- 
vice 

output-bound /‘autput ,baund/ adjec- 
tive referring to a processor that cannot 
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function at normal speed because of a 
slower peripheral 

output buffer register /,autput ,bafo 
'red31sto/ noun a temporary store for data 
that is waiting to be output 

output bureau /'autput ,bjusrau/ 
noun an office that converts data from a 
DTP program or a drawing stored on disk 
into typeset artwork 

output device /‘autput di,vats/ nouna 
device such as a monitor or printer which 
allows information to be displayed 


output file /‘autput farl/ noun a set of 
records that have been completely proc- 
essed according to various parameters 
output formatter /‘autput fo:meto/ 
noun 1. a piece of software used to format 
data or programs, and output them, so that 
they are compatible with another sort of 
storage medium 2. a part of a word-proc- 
essor program that formats text according 
to embedded commands 
output-limited /,autput 'lımıtıd/ ad- 
jective same as output-bound 

output mode /‘autput moud/ noun a 
computer mode in which data is moved 
from internal storage or the CPU to exter- 
nal devices 


output port /‘autput po:t/ noun a cir- 
cuit and connector that allow a computer 
to output or transmit data to other devices 
or machines O Connect the printer to the 
printer output port. 

output register /‘autput ,red3isto/ 
noun a register that stores data to be output 
until the receiver is ready or the channel is 
free 


output stream /‘autput strizm/ noun a 
communications channel carrying data 
output to a peripheral 

outsource /'‘aut,sois/ verb to employ 
another company to manage and support a 
network for your company 

OV abbr overflow 


OverDrive /‘suvadratv/ a trade name 
for a processor chip that is used as a more 
powerful replacement for a conventional 
Intel 80486 processor 

overflow /'suvoflau/ noun 1. a mathe- 
matical result that is greater than the limits 
of the computer’s number storage system 
2. a situation in a network when the 
number of transmissions is greater than the 
line capacity and they are transferred by 
another route >» abbr OV 


overflow check /,suva'flau tfek/ 
noun a process of examining an overflow 
flag to see if an overflow has occurred 
overhead /'suvahed/ noun an extra 
code that has to be stored to organise the 
program O The line numbers in a BASIC 
program are an overhead. 
overhead bit /,suvor'hed bit/ noun a 
single bit used for error detection in a 
transmission 
overheat /,ouva'hi:t/ verb to become 
too hot O The system may overheat if the 
room is not air-conditioned. 
overlap /,su0va'lep/ noun a situation in 
which one thing covers part of another or 
two sections of data are placed on top of 
each other W verb to cover part of an item 
with another (NOTE: overlapping — over- 
lapped) 
overlay /'əuvəle1/ noun a small section 
of a program that is bigger than the main 
memory capacity of a computer, loaded 
into memory when required, so that main 
memory only contains the sections it re- 
quires 
‘Many packages also boast useful drawing and over- 
lay facilities which enable the user to annotate spe- 
cific maps.’ [Computing] 
overlay card /'əuvəler ka:d/ noun 
same as video graphics card 


overlay function /'guvolet 
ifankf(9)n/ noun» matte, chroma key 
overlay manager /‘guvalet 


smzenid39/ noun a piece of system soft- 
ware that manages the loading and execu- 
tion of sections of a program when they 
are required during run-time 

overlay region /'əuvəler ,ri:d3(9)n/ 
noun an area of main memory that can be 
used by the overlay manager to store the 
current section of the program being run 
overlay segments /'guvolet 
,segmonts/ plural noun short sections of a 
long program that can be loaded into 
memory when required, and executed 
overload /,auvo'loud/ verb to demand 
more than the device is capable of O The 
computer is overloaded with that amount 
of processing. 

overpunching /,suva'pantfin/ noun 
the process of altering data on a paper tape 
by punching additional holes 

overrun /,auva'raAn/ noun data that was 
missed by a receiver because it was not 
synchronised with the transmitter or be- 
cause it operates at a slower speed than the 
transmitter and has no buffer 


overscan 
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overscan /‘suvasken/ noun 1. a faulty 
or badly adjusted monitor in which the dis- 
played image runs off the edge of the 
screen 2. display equipment in which the 
picture beam scans past the screen bound- 
aries to ensure that the image fills the 
screen 

over-voltage protection § /,suvo 
'vaultid3 pra,tekJ(a)n/ noun a safety de- 


vice that prevents a power supply voltage 
exceeding certain specified limits 
overwrite /,ouvo'rait/ verb to write data 
to a location, e.g. memory or disk, and, in 
doing so, to destroy any data already con- 
tained in that location O The latest data in- 
put has overwritten the old information. 
(NOTE: overwriting — overwrote — over- 
written) 


P 


p abbr pico- 

P abbr peta 

pack /pek/ noun a number of disks sold 
or kept together ml verb to store a quantity 
of data in a reduced form, often by repre- 
senting several characters of data with one 
stored character 

package deal /'pzkid3 di:l/ noun an 
agreement in which several different items 
are agreed at the same time O They agreed 
a package deal, which involves the devel- 
opment of software, customising hardware 
and training of staff. 

packaged software /,pækıdzd 
'spftweə/ noun same as software pack- 
age 

packed decimal /pækt 'desım(ə)l/ 
noun a sequence of decimal digits stored 
in a small space, by using only four bits for 
each digit 

packed format /pækt 'foimæt/ noun 
two binary coded decimal digits stored 
within one computer word or byte, usually 
achieved by removing the check or parity 
bit 

packet /'pækıt/ noun a group of data bits 
which can be transmitted as a group from 
one node to another over a network 
packet assembler/disassembler 
/,peekit o,sembla ,disa'sembla/ noun a 
dedicated computer which converts serial 
data from asynchronous terminals to a 
form that can be transmitted along a pack- 


et-switched, synchronous network. Abbr 
PAD 
packet Internet groper /,pekit 
Intonet 'grəupə/ noun full form of PING 
(see) 
packet scheduler /‘pekit fedju:lo/ 
noun a part of a network router that deter- 
mines when to transmit the packet of data 
to the final destination based on the route 
that has been selected 
packet switching /‘pekit switJin/ 
noun a method of sending data across a 
WAN in small packets, which are then re- 
assembled in the correct order at the re- 
ceiving end 
‘The network is based on Northern Telecom DPN 
data switches over which it will offer X.25 packet 


switching, IBM SNA, and frame-relay transmis- 
sion.’ [Computing] 


packet switching service /‘pekit 
Swit fy ,S3irvis/ noun a commercial data 
transmission service that sends data over 
its WAN using packet switching. Abbr 
PSS 

packing /‘pekin/ noun the process of 
putting large amounts of data into a small 
area of storage 

packing density /'pækıņ ,densiti/ 
noun the number of bits that can be stored 
in a unit area 

packing routine /‘pekin ru:,ti:n/ 
noun a program which packs data into a 
small storage area 
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pad /ped/ noun a number of keys ar- 
ranged together 


PAD abbr packet assembler/disassembler 


pad character /pzd 'kertkto/ noun an 
extra character added to a string or packet 
or file until it is a required size 


padding /'pzdin/ noun a character or 
set of digits added to fill out a string or 
packet until it is the right length 


paddle /'pæd(ə)l/ noun a computer pe- 
ripheral consisting of a knob or device 
which is turned to move a cursor or pointer 
on the screen 


page /peid3/ noun 1. a sheet of paper 2. 
an amount of text displayed on a computer 
monitor or screen which would fill a page 
of paper if printed out or which fills the 
screen 3. a section of main store, which 
contains data or programs 4. one section of 
a main program which can be loaded into 
main memory when required ™ verb 1. to 
make up a text into pages 2. to divide com- 
puter backing store into sections to allow 
long programs to be executed in a small 
main memory (NOTE: pages — paging — 
paged) 

page addressing /peid3 o'dresin/ 
noun main memory which has been split 
into blocks, with a unique address allocat- 
ed to each block of memory which can 
then be called up and accessed individual- 
ly, when required 

page boundary /perd3 'baund(ə)ri/ 
noun a point where one page ends and the 
next starts 


page break /,pe1d3 'brerk/ noun 1. the 
point in continuous text at which a page 
ends and a new page starts 2. a marker 
used when word-processing to show 
where a new page should start 


paged address /,peid3d 9'dres/ noun 
(in a paged-memory scheme) the actual 
physical memory address that is calculated 
from a logical address and its page address 


page description language /,pe1d3 
di'skripfan ,langwid3/ noun software 
that controls a printer’s actions to print a 
page of text to a particular format accord- 
ing to a user’s instructions. Abbr PDL 
page description programming 
language /perd3 di,skripf(a)n 
‘prougremin ,lengwid3/ noun a pro- 
gramming language that accepts com- 
mands to define the size, position and type 
style for text or graphics on a page 


page display /peid3 di'splet/ noun the 
process of showing a page of text on the 
screen as it will appear when printed out 
paged-memory management unit 
/peid3d ,mem(o)ri 'mænıdzmənt 
,juinit/ noun an electronic logic circuit 
that manages the translation between logi- 
cal addresses that refer to a particular page 
and the real physical address that is being 
referenced 

paged-memory scheme / perdzd 
'mem(ə)ri ,skizm/ noun a way of dividing 
memory into areas or pages which are then 
allocated a page number (NOTE: Memory 
addresses are relative to a page that is 
then mapped to the real, physical memo- 
ry. This system is normally used to imple- 
ment virtual memory.) 

page down key /,perd3 'daun_,ki:/ 
nouna keyboard key that moves the cursor 
position down by the number of lines on 
one screen. Abbr PgDn 

page frame /,perd3 'frerm/ noun a 
physical address to which a page of virtual 
or logical memory can be mapped 

page image buffer /,peid3 'ımıd3 
ibafo/ noun memory in a page printer that 
holds the image as it is built up before it is 
printed 

page impression /peid3 1m'pref(a)n/ 
noun a measure used to count how many 
times a webpage has been displayed to a 
visitor to a website 

page layout /perd3 'le1aut/ noun the 
arrangement of text and pictures within a 
page of a document O We do all our page 
layout using desktop publishing software. 
page length /,peid3 'len6/ noun the 
length of a page in word-processing 
page makeup /,perd3 'merkap/ noun 
the action of pasting images and text into a 
page ready for printing 

page-mode RAM /,perd3 moud 'ræm/ 
noun dynamic RAM designed to access 
sequential memory locations very quickly 
O The video adapter uses page-mode RAM 
to speed up the display. 

page number /perd3 'nambo/ noun a 
unique number assigned to each page 
within a multimedia application, to be 
used within hyperlinks and when moving 
between pages 

page orientation /peid3 _ ,o:rion 
'terf(9)n/ noun the direction of the long 
edge of a piece of paper 

page preview /peid3 'pri:,vju:/ noun 
(in WP or DTP software) a graphical rep- 
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resentation of how a page will look when 
printed, with different type styles, margins 
and graphics correctly displayed 

page printer /peid3 'prıntə/ noun a 
printer, usually a laser printer, which com- 
poses one page of text within memory and 
then prints it in one pass 

page protection /peid3 pra'tekfon/ 
noun the set of software controls used to 
ensure that pages are not overwritten by 
accident or copied into a reserved section 
of memory 

page reader /peid3 'ri:də/ noun a de- 
vice which converts written or typed infor- 
mation to a form that a computer can un- 
derstand and process 

page requests /peid3 ri'kwestz/ plu- 
ral noun a measure of the number of pages 
viewed in a day, providing an indication of 
the popularity of your website 

page setup /'peid3z ,setap/ noun the 
set of software options that allow a user to 
set up how the page will look when print- 
ed, — usually setting the margins, size of 
paper, and scaling of a page 

pages per minute /,peid31z p3: 
‘minot/ noun full form of ppm O This la- 
ser printer can output eight pages per 
minute. 

page table /perd3 'terb(ə)l/ noun a list 
of all the pages and their locations within 
main memory, used by the operating sys- 
tem when accessing a page 

page up key /,peid3 ‘ap ,ki:/ noun a 
keyboard key that moves the cursor posi- 
tion up by the number of lines in one 
screen. Abbr PgUp 

page width /,peid3 ', wid0/ noun the 
number of characters across a page or line 
pagination /,pzd31'ne1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of dividing text into pages 
paging /'perd319/ noun a virtual memo- 
ry technique of splitting main memory into 
small blocks or pages which are allocated 
an address and which can be called up 
when required 


COMMENT: A virtual memory management 
system stores data as pages in memory to 
provide an apparently larger capacity main 
memory by storing unused pages in backing 
store, copying them into main memory only 
when required. 


paging algorithm /‘peid31n 
,elgarid(a)m/ noun a formula by which 
the memory management allocates memo- 
ry to pages, also covering the transfer from 
backing storage to main memory in the 
most efficient way 


paint /pernt/ noun (in a graphics pro- 
gram) colour and pattern used to fill an 
area W verb (in a graphics program) to fill 
an enclosed graphics shape with a colour 
Paintbrush/Paint /,paintbraS 'pernt/ 
noun an application supplied with Micro- 
soft Windows 3.1x and Windows 95 for 
creating or editing bitmap images 
paint object /'pernt ,pbd3ekt/ noun a 
bitmap image 
paint program /'pemt ,prougrem/ 
noun software that allows a user to draw 
pictures on screen in different colours, 
with different styles of brush and special 
effects O I drew a rough of our new logo 
with this paint program. 

COMMENT: Paint programs normally operate 


on bitmap images. Drafting or design software 
normally works with vector-based images. 


paired register /,peod 'red31sta/ noun 
a set of two basic word size registers used 
together as one large word size register, of- 
ten for storing address words O The 8-bit 
CPU uses a paired register to provide a 
16-bit address register. 

PAL / pi: e1 'el/ noun a standard for tele- 
vision transmission and reception using a 
625-line picture transmitted at 25 frames 
per second. Full form phase alternation 
line (NOTE: PAL provides a clearer image 
than NTSC and is used in most of Eu- 
rope, except for France, which uses SE- 
CAM. The USA and Japan use NTSC.) 
palette /'pælət/ noun the range of col- 
ours which can be used on a printer or 
computer display 

palette shift /‘pzlot fıft/ noun an im- 
age displayed using the wrong palette with 
the unwanted effect that the colours appear 
distorted 

palmtop /'pa:mtvp/ noun a personal 
computer that is small enough to be held in 
one hand and operated with the other O 
This palmtop has a tiny keyboard and 
twenty-line LCD screen. 

pan /peen/ verb 1. (in computer graphics) 
to smoothly move a viewing window hori- 
zontally across an image that is too wide to 
display all at once 2. (in MIDI or sound) to 
adjust the balance of a sound between the 
two stereo channels (NOTE: panning — 
panned) 

panel /'pæn(ə)l/ noun a flat section of a 
casing with control knobs or sockets O The 
socket is on the back panel. 

Pantone Matching System 
/,pentoun 'mætfıy ,sistom/ a trade 
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name for a standard method of matching 
ink colours on screen and on printed out- 
put using a book of pre-defined colours. 
Abbr PMS 
paper-fed /'perpə fed/ adjective refer- 
ring to a device which is activated when 
paper is introduced into it O a paper-fed 
scanner 
paper feed /'perpo fi:d/ noun a mecha- 
nism which pulls paper through a printer 
paperless /'perpolas/ adjective without 
using paper 
paperless office /,petpoalos 'pfis/ 
noun an office which uses computers and 
other electronic devices for office tasks 
and avoids the use of paper 
‘Indeed, the concept of the paperless office may have 
been a direct attack on Xerox and its close ties to the 
paper document. Yet, as we all know, the paperless 
office has so far been an empty promise.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
paper tape /'perpo terp/ noun a long 
strip of paper on which data can be record- 
ed, usually in the form of punched holes 
paper tape feed /,perpo ‘terp_fi:d/ 
noun a method by which paper tape is 
passed into a machine 
paper tape punch /,perpa 'terp 
pant f/ noun a device which punches 
holes in paper tape to carry data 
paper tape reader /,perpo 'terp 
tiida/ noun a device which accepts 
punched paper tape and converts the 
punched information stored on it into sig- 
nals which a computer can process 
paper throw /'perps Orau/ noun rapid 
vertical movement of paper in a printer 
paper tray /'perpə tre1/ noun a contain- 
er used to hold paper to be fed into a print- 
er 
paper-white monitor /,perpo ‘wait 
;mpnitd/ noun a monitor that normally 
displays black text on a white background, 
rather than the normal illuminated text on 
a black background 
paragraph /'pærəgra:f/ noun 1. (in a 
document) the section of text between two 
carriage return characters, with a unified 
subject 2. (in a memory map) a 16-byte 
section of memory which starts at a hexa- 
decimal address that can be evenly divided 
by 16 
paragraph marker /'pærəgra:f 
»marka/ noun (in a document) a nonprint- 
ing character that shows where a carriage 
return is within a document 
parallel /‘pzrolel/ adjective 1. referring 
to a computer system in which two or 


more processors operate simultaneously 
on one or more items of data 2. referring to 
two or more bits of a word transmitted 
over separate lines at the same time 
parallel access /,perolel 'ækses/ 
noun data transfer between two devices 
with a number of bits, usually one byte 
wide, being sent simultaneously 

parallel adder /,pzralel 'zeda/ noun a 
number of adders joined together, allow- 
ing several digits to be added at once 
parallel broadcast / perolel 
'bro:dka:st/ noun a broadcast that is 
transmitted simultaneously by radio or tel- 
evision and over the Internet 

parallel computer /,pzrolel kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a computer with one or 
more logic or arithmetic units, allowing 
parallel processing 

parallel connection /,pzrolel ko 
‘nekf(9)n/ noun a connector on a compu- 
ter allowing parallel data to be transferred 
O Their transmission rate is 60,000 bps 
through parallel connection. 

parallel data transmission 
/,peralel 'dertə treenz,m1f(9)n/ noun the 
transmission of bits of data simultaneously 
along a number of data lines 

parallel input/output /,pærəlel 
Input 'autput/ noun full form of PIO 
parallel input/output chip /,pzrolel 
Input 'avutput ,tfip/ noun a dedicated in- 
tegrated circuit that performs all hand- 
shaking, buffering and other operations 
needed when transferring parallel data to 
and from a CPU 

parallel input/parallel output 
/,peralel input ,peralel 'autput/ noun 
full form of PIPO 

parallel input/serial output 
/ pærəlel input ,srəriəl 'autput/ noun 
full form of PISO 

parallel interface /,pzrolel 'tntofers/ 
noun a circuit and connector that allows 
parallel data to be received or transmitted. 
Also called parallel port 

parallel operation /,pzrolel ,vpo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun a number of processes 
carried out simultaneously on a number of 
inputs 

parallel printer /,pzrolel 'prıntə/ 
noun a printer that is connected to a com- 
puter via a parallel interface and accepts 
character data in parallel form 


‘The Wheelwriter 7000 offers 172Kb of document 
storage and mail-merge capabilities: it can be con- 
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nected to a PC using the parallel printer port.’ [Com- 

puting] 
parallel priority system /,pzrolel 
prat'priti ,sistam/ noun a number of pe- 
ripherals connected in parallel to one bus, 
which, if they require attention, send their 
address and an interrupt signal, which is 
then processed by the computer according 
to device priority 
parallel processing  /,perolel 
‘prousesin/ noun computer operation on 
several tasks simultaneously 
parallel running /,pzrolel 'ranıy/ 
noun the running of an old and a new com- 
puter system together to allow the new 
system to be checked before it becomes 
the only system used 
parallel search storage /,pzrolel 
's3itf ,storrid3/ noun data retrieval from 
storage that uses part of the data other than 
an address to locate the data 
parallel transfer /,pzrolel 'trensfs:/ 
noun data transfer between two devices 
with a number of bits, usually one byte 
wide, being sent simultaneously 
parallel transmission /,pzrolel 
treenz'mif(9)n/ noun data transmitted 
over a number of data lines carrying all the 
bits of a data word simultaneously. Com- 
pare serial transmission 
parameter /po'ræmıtə/ noun an item of 
information which defines the limits or ac- 
tions of something, e.g. a variable, routine 
or program O The X parameter defines the 
number of characters displayed across a 
screen. 
parameter-driven software /pə 
remito ,driv(a)n 'spftwea/ noun soft- 
ware whose main functions can be modi- 
fied and tailored to a user’s needs by a 
number of variables 
parameterisation /po,reemitoral 
'ze1f(a)n/, parameterization noun the 
action of setting parameters for software 
parameter passing /po'remito 
;parsin/ noun (in a program) a value 
passed to a routine or program when it is 
called 
parameter testing /po'remito 
,testin/ noun the process of using a pro- 
gram to examine the parameters and set up 
the system or program accordingly 
parameter word /pə'ræmıtə wa:d/ 
noun a data word that contains informa- 
tion defining the limits or actions of a rou- 
tine or program 


parametric equaliser /,pzarometrik 
'itkwoalaiza/ noun a device that can en- 
hance or reduce the levels of particular fre- 
quencies within an audio signal 
parametric subroutine 
/,peerometrik 'sabrurti:n/ noun a sub- 
routine that uses parameters to define its 
limits or actions 
parent directory /'peərənt dar 
rekt(ə)ri/ noun (in a DOS filing system) 
the directory above a subdirectory 
parent folder /‘pesrant ,faulds/ noun 
(in an Apple Mac filing system) one folder 
that contains other folders 
parent object /'pesront ,pbd3ekt/ 
noun a page that contains the object that is 
being referenced 
parent program /‘peorant 
\prougrem/ noun a program that starts 
another program, a child program, while it 
is still running (NOTE: Control passes 
back to the parent program when the 
child program has finished.) 
parity /'pzeriti/ noun the fact of being 
equal 

‘The difference between them is that RAID level one 


offers mirroring, whereas level five stripes records in 
parity across the disks in the system.’ [Computing] 


parity bit /‘pzeriti brt/ noun an extra bit 
added to a data word as a parity checking 
device 

parity check /'periti tfek/ noun a 
method of checking for errors and that 
transmitted binary data has not been cor- 
rupted by adding an extra bit 

parity flag /‘pzriti fleeg/ noun an indi- 
cator that shows if data has passed a parity 
check or if data has odd or even parity 
parity interrupt /‘periti ,mtorapt/ 
noun an interrupt signal from an error 
checking routine which indicates that re- 
ceived data has failed a parity check and is 
corrupt 

parity track /'pærıti treek/ noun a track 
on magnetic or paper tape that carries the 
parity bit 

park /pa:k/ verb to move the read/write 
head of a hard disk drive over a point on 
the disk where no data is stored O When 
parked, the disk head will not damage any 
data if it touches the disk surface. 

parse /pa:z/ verb to break down high- 
level language code into its element parts 
when translating into machine code (NOTE: 
parses — parsing — parsed) 

parser /'pa:za/ noun a program that 
parses computer input (NOTE: Using the 
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grammar of the language involved, it 
works out how a sentence can be con- 
structed from the input and produces a 
parse tree to show this.) 
part /pa:t/ noun a section of something 
part exchange /,pa:t tks'tfemd3/ 
noun the act of giving an old product as 
part of the payment for a new one 
partial carry /,pa:f(o)l 'keri/ noun 
temporary storage of all carries generated 
by parallel adders rather than a direct 
transfer 
partial RAM /'pa:f(a)l ræm/ noun a 
RAM chip in which only a certain area of 
the chip functions correctly, usually in 
newly released chips (NOTE: Partial RAMs 
can be used by employing more than one 
to make up the capacity of one fully func- 
tional chip.) 
partition /pa:'tif(o)n/ noun 1. an area 
of a hard disk that is treated as a logical 
drive and can be accessed as a separate 
drive O I defined two partitions on this 
hard disk — called drive C: and D:. 2. a 
section of computer memory set aside as 
foreground or background memory E verb 
1. to divide a hard disk into two or more 
logical drives that can be accessed as sep- 
arate drives 2. to divide a large file or 
block into several smaller units which can 
be accessed and handled more easily 
partitioned file /pa:'tıf(ə)nd farl/ 
noun one file made up of several smaller 
sequential files, each part of which can be 
accessed individually by the control pro- 
gram 
part page display /,pa:t perd3 dı 
'sple1/ noun a display of only a section of 
a page, and not the whole page 
parts per quarter note /,pa:ts ps: 
'ko:tə nout/ noun full form of PPQN 
PASCAL /'pæskæl/ noun a high-level 
structured programming language used 
both on micros and for teaching program- 
ming 
pass /pa:s/ noun 1. the execution of a 
loop, once 2. a single operation 3. the ac- 
tion of moving the whole length of a mag- 
netic tape over the read/write heads 
password /'pa:s,w3:d/ noun a word or 
series of characters which identifies a user 
so that he or she can access a system 

“...the system’s security features let you divide the 

disk into up to 256 password-protected sections’ 

[Byte] 
password protection /,pa:sws:d pro 
'tekf(9)n/ noun a computer software that 


requires the user to enter a password be- 
fore he or she can gain access 

paste /peist/ verb to insert text or graph- 
ics that has been copied or cut into a file O 
Now that I have cut this paragraph from 
the end of the document, I can paste it in 
here. (NOTE: pastes — pasting — pasted) 
Paste Special / perst 'spef(a)l/ noun a 
facility for inserting a special object such 
as sound, images or data from other appli- 
cations into a document 

patch /pætf/ noun a temporary correc- 
tion made to a program by a user, often on 
the instructions of the software publisher 
patch cord /'pætf ko:d/ noun a short 
cable with a connector at each end, used to 
make an electrical connection on a patch 
panel 

patch panel /pætf 'pæn(ə)l/ noun a set 
of electrical terminals that can be intercon- 
nected using short patch cords, allowing 
quick and simple reconfiguration of a net- 
work 

path /pa:0/ noun 1. a possible route or 
sequence of events or instructions within 
the execution of a program 2. a route from 
one point in a communications network to 
another 3. (in the DOS operating system) 
a list of subdirectories in which the operat- 
ing system should look for a named file O 
You cannot run the program from the root 
directory until its directory is added to the 
path. 

pathname /,pa:6'nerm/ noun the loca- 
tion of a file with a listing of the subdirec- 
tories leading to it O The pathname for the 
letter file is .DOC. 

pattern /'pæt(ə)n/ noun a series of regu- 
lar lines or shapes which are repeated 
again and again 

patterned /'pæt(ə)nd/ adjective with 
patterns 

pattern palette /'pæt(ə)n ,pzlat/ noun 
a range of predefined patterns that can be 
used to fill an area of an image 

pattern recognition /,pzt(s)n ,rekog 
‘nif(a)n/ noun algorithms or program 
functions that can identify a shape, e.g. 
from a video camera 

pause key /'po:z ki:/ noun a keyboard 
key that temporarily stops a process, often 
a scrolling screen display, until the key is 
pressed a second time 

payment gateway /‘permont 
,geitwel/ noun a server or organisation 
that acts as an interface between the pay- 
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ment systems of the seller and the buyer 
when payments are made over the Internet 
payment gateway certificate au- 
thority /,permont ,geitwer so'tifikot 
o1,8priti/ noun an organisation that is- 
sues, renews or cancels the certificates that 
identify an Internet payment gateway. 
Abbr PGCA 

PB abbr petabyte 

PBX abbr private branch exchange 

PC / pi: 'si:/ noun a computer that uses an 
Intel 80x86 processor and is based on the 
IBM PC-style architecture. Full form per- 
sonal computer (NOTE: PC originally re- 
ferred to a microcomputer specification 
with an 8086-based low-power compu- 
ter.) 

PC-97 noun the set of basic requirements 
for the hardware of a PC system that can 
run the Windows 95 operating system 
PC-98 noun the set of basic requirements 
for the hardware of a PC system that can 
run the Windows 98 operating system 
PC/AT / pi: si: er 'ti:/ noun a PC-com- 
patible computer that used an Intel 80286 
processor and was fitted with 16-bit ISA 
expansion connectors 

PC/AT keyboard /,pi: si: er ti: 
'ki:bə:d/ noun a keyboard that features 12 
function keys arranged in one row along 
the top of the keyboard 

PCB abbr printed circuit board 

PC Card /,pi: ‘si: ka:d/ noun an elec- 
tronic device, about the same size as a 
thick credit card, that can be plugged into 
a PCMCIA adapter to provide a particular 
function. ù PCMCIA (NOTE: For example, 
PC Cards are available that provide a 
modem, NIC, extra memory and hard 
disk drive functions.) 

PC-compatible /pi: si: kom 
'pætəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to a com- 
puter that is compatible with the IBM PC 
PC-DOS / pi: si: 'dos/ noun a version of 
MS-DOS that is sold by IBM 

p-channel metal oxide semicon- 
ductor /pi: ,tfen(o)l ,met(a)l ,pksard 
ssemikon'dakto/ noun full form of 
PMOS 

PCI / pi: si: 'e1/ noun a specification pro- 
duced by Intel defining a type of fast local 
bus that allows high-speed data transfer 
between the processor and expansion 
cards. Full form peripheral component 
interconnect 

PCL /,pi: si: 'el/ noun standard set of 
commands, defined by Hewlett Packard, 


that allow a computer to control a printer. 
Full form printer control language 
PCM /,pi: si: 'em/ noun 1. a company 
that produces add-on boards which are 
compatible with another manufacturer’s 
computer. Full form plug-compatible 
manufacturer 2. a way of storing sounds 
in an accurate, compact format that is used 
by high-end sound cards. Full form pulse- 
code modulation 

PCMCIA / pi: si: em si: ar 'e1/ noun a 
specification for add-in expansion cards 
that are the size of a credit card with a con- 
nector at one end O The extra memory is 
stored on this PCMCIA card and I use it on 
my laptop. Full form Personal Compu- 
ter Memory Card International Associ- 
ation 

PCMCIA card /,pi: si: ,em ‚si: ar ‘er 
ka:d/ noun add-in memory or a peripheral 
which complies with the PCMCIA stand- 
ard 

PCMCIA connector /,pi: si: ,em si: 
ar er kə'nektə/ noun a 68-pin connector 
that is inside a PCMCIA slot and on the 
end of a PCMCIA card 

PCMCIA slot /,pi: si: ,em ‚si: ar ‘er 
slot/ noun an expansion slot, normally on 
a laptop, that can accept a PCMCIA ex- 
pansion card 

P-code /pi: koud/ noun an intermediate 
code produced by a compiler that is ready 
for an interpreter to process, usually for 
PASCAL programs 

PCS abbr personal communications serv- 
ices 

PC/TV /,pi: si: ti: 'vi:/ noun a personal 
computer that can receive, decode and dis- 
play standard television images 

PCU / pi: si: 'ju:/ noun a device used to 
convert input and output signals and in- 
structions to a form that a peripheral de- 
vice will understand. Full form peripher- 
al control unit 

PCX file /,pi: si: eks 'farl/ noun a meth- 
od of storing a bitmap graphic image file 
on disk 

PC/XT / pi: si: eks 'ti:/ noun a PC-com- 
patible computer that was fitted with a 
hard disk drive and used a 8086 Intel proc- 
essor 

PC/XT keyboard /,pi: si: eks ti: 
'ki:bo:d/ noun a keyboard that features 10 
function keys arranged in two columns 
along the left hand side of the keyboard 
PD abbr public domain 
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PDA /pi: di: 'e1/ noun a lightweight 
palmtop computer that provides the basic 
functions of a diary, notepad, address- 
book and to-do list together with fax or 
modem communications. Full form per- 
sonal digital assistant (NOTE: Current 
PDA designs do not have a keyboard, but 
use a touch-sensitive screen with a pen 
and handwriting-recognition to control 
the software.) 

PDF / pi: di: 'ef/ noun a file format used 
by Adobe Acrobat. Full form portable 
document format 

PDL abbr 1. page description language 2. 
program design language 

PDN abbr public data network 

peak /pi:k/ noun the highest point E verb 
to reach the highest point 

peak output /pi:k ‘autput/ noun the 
highest output 

peak period /'pi:k ,ptoriod/ noun the 
time of the day when most power is being 
used 

peek /pi:k/ noun a BASIC computer in- 
struction that allows the user to read the 
contents of a memory location O You need 
the instruction PEEK 1452 here to exam- 
ine the contents of memory location 1452. 
Compare poke 

peer /p1ə/ noun each of two similar de- 
vices operating on the same network pro- 
tocol level 

peer-to-peer network /,pio tə 'pro/ 
noun a local area network, usually using 
NICs in each computer, that does not use a 
central dedicated server, but instead each 
computer in the network shares the jobs O 
We have linked the four PCs in our small 
Office using a peer-to-peer network. 

pel /pel/ noun same as pixel 

pen /pen/ noun same as light pen 

pen computer /pen kam'pju:ta/ noun 
a type of computer that uses a light pen in- 
stead of a keyboard for input (NOTE: The 
computer has a touch-sensitive screen 
and uses handwriting-recognition soft- 
ware to interpret the commands written 
on the screen using the light pen.) 

pen plotter /'pen ,plota/ noun a plotter 
that uses removable pens to draw an image 
on paper 

pen recorder /pen ri'ko:də/ noun a pe- 
ripheral which moves a pen over paper ac- 
cording to an input 

Pentium /'pentiom/ a trade name for a 
range of electronic processor components 
developed by Intel (NOTE: They are back- 


wards-compatible with the 80x86 family 
used in IBM PCs. The processor uses a 
32-bit address bus and a 64-bit data 
bus.) 

per o as per according to M noun 1. ata 
rate of 2. out of or for each O The rate of 
imperfect items is about 25 per 1.000. 

per cent /pə 'sent/ adjective, adverb out 
of each hundred or for each hundred o 10 
per cent ten in every hundred O what is 
the increase per cent? fifty per cent of 
nothing is still nothing 

percentage point /ps'sentid3 pornt/ 
noun one per cent 

percentile /po'sen,tarl/ noun one of a 
series of 99 figures below which a certain 
percentage of the total falls 

per day /pə 'de1/ phrase for each day 
perforated tape /'ps:fo,reitid terp/ 
noun a paper tape or long strip of tape on 
which data can be recorded in the form of 
punched holes 

perforation /,ps:fa'rerf(9)n/ noun any 
one of a line of very small holes in a sheet 
of paper or continuous stationery, to help 
when tearing 

perforator /'ps:forerts/ noun a ma- 
chine that punches holes in a paper tape 
perform /po'fo:m/ verb to do well or 
badly 

performance /po'fo:mons/ noun the 
way in which someone or something 
works 

per hour /,por 'auə/ adverb for each 
hour 

period /'prəriəd/ noun 1. a length of 
time O for a period of time or for a period 
of months or for a six-year period 2. a 
printing sign used at the end of a piece of 
text, the full stop 

periodic /,prori'pdik/, periodical 
/ ptori'pdik(a)l/ adjective 1. happening 
from time to time O a periodic review of 
the company’s performance 2. referring to 
a signal or event that occurs regularly O 
The clock signal is periodic. 


























periodically § /,prori'pdikli/ adverb 
from time to time 
peripheral /po'rif(a)rol/ adjective 


which is not essential ll noun 1. an item of 
hardware such as a terminals, printers or 
monitors which is attached to a main com- 
puter system O Peripherals such as disk 
drives or printers allow data transfer and 
are controlled by a system, but contain in- 
dependent circuits for their operation. 
Also called peripheral unit 2. any device 


peripheral control unit 
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that allows communication between a sys- 
tem and itself but is not directly operated 
by the system 

peripheral component intercon- 
nect /po,rif(a)ral kom ,pounont 
'mmtokonekt/ noun full form of PCI 
peripheral control unit /pa,rif(a)ral 
kon'troul ,jurnit/ noun full form of PCU 
peripheral driver = /pa,rif(a)ral 
'drarvə/ noun a program or routine used 
to interface, manage and control an in- 
put/output device or peripheral 
peripheral equipment /po,rif(o)rol 1 
"kwipmont/ noun 1. external devices that 
are used with a computer, e.g. a printer or 
scanner 2. communications equipment ex- 
ternal to a central processor that provides 
extra features 

peripheral interface adapter /po 
irif(a)ral 'ıntəfers ə,dæptə/ noun full 
form of PIA 

peripheral limited /pə,rıf(ə)rəl 
'lımıtıd/ noun a CPU that cannot execute 
instructions at normal speed because of a 
slow peripheral 

peripheral memory /pə,rıf(ə)rəl 
'mem(ə)ri/ noun storage capacity availa- 
ble in a peripheral 

peripheral processing unit /pə 
Tıf(o)rəl 'prausesin ,juinıt/ noun a de- 
vice used for input, output or storage 
which is controlled by the CPU. Abbr 
PPU 

peripheral software driver /pə 
rıf(o)rəl 'softweə ‚drarvə/ noun a short 
section of computer program that allows a 
user to access and control a peripheral eas- 
ily 

peripheral transfer /pə,rıf(ə)rəl 
'trænsf3:/ noun the movement of data be- 
tween a CPU and peripheral 

peripheral unit /po,rif(a)ral 'ju:nıt/ 
noun 1. an item of hardware such as a ter- 
minal, printer or monitor which is attached 
to a main computer system. Also called 
peripheral 2. any device that allows com- 
munication between a system and itself, 
but is not operated only by the system 
Perl /ps:1/ noun an interpreted program- 
ming language, usually used under Unix, 
used to create CGI scripts that can process 
forms or carry out functions on a web serv- 
er to enhance a website. Full form practi- 
cal extraction and report language 
permanent dynamic memory 
/psimənənt darnæmık 'mem(ə)ri/ 


noun a storage medium which retains data 
even when power is removed 
permanent error /,p3:monont 'erə/ 
noun an error in a system which cannot be 
repaired 

permanent file /‘ps:monont farl/ noun 
a data file that is stored in a backing stor- 
age device such as a disk drive 
permanent memory /,p3:monont 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun a computer memory that 
retains data even when power is removed 
permanent swap file /,p3:monont 
'swop ,fatl/ noun a file on a hard disk, 
made up of contiguous disk sectors, which 
stores a swap file for software that imple- 
ments virtual memory, e.g. Microsoft Win- 
dows 

permission /pə'mıf(ə)n/ noun authori- 
sation given to a particular user to access a 
certain shared resource or area of disk O 
This user cannot access the file on the 
server because he does not have permis- 
sion. 

permutation /,ps:mju'terf(a)n/ noun 
each of a number of different ways in 
which something can be arranged O The 
cipher system is very secure since there 
are so many possible permutations for the 
key. 

persistence /po'sistons/ noun the 
length of time that a CRT will continue to 
display an image after the picture beam 
has stopped tracing it on the screen O Slow 
scan rate monitors need long persistence 
phosphor to prevent the image flickering. 
personal communications servic- 
es /,p3:s(a)n(a)l_ ko,mjurni'kerf(a)nz 
\S3rvisiz/ plural noun a range of wireless 
communication systems that allow com- 
puters to exchange data with other devices 
such as a printer or PDA. Abbr PCS 
personal computer /,p3:s(9)n(o)l 
kəm'pju:tə/ noun full form of PC 
Personal Computer Memory Card 
International Association 
/,p3is(a)nal kom,pju:ta ymem(a)ri kard 
Intonef(a)nal ə, səusi'erf(ə)n/ noun 
full form of PCMCIA (see) 

personal digital assistant 
/,p3:s(a)n(a)l ,did3it(9)l ə'sıstənt/ noun 
full form of PDA 

personal identification device 
/,p3is(a)n(a)l_ = ar,dentifi'keif(a)n_~— di 
,vars/ noun full form of PID 

personal identification number 
/,p3:s(a)n(a)l ar,dentifi'kerf(a)n 
wnambo/ noun full form of PIN 
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personal information manager 
/,p3:s(a)n(a)l ,infa'meif(a)n ,mænıd3ə/ 
noun full form of PIM 

personalise /'ps:s(a)nolaiz/, person- 
alize verb to customise or adapt a product 
specially for a certain user (NOTE: person- 
alises — personalising — personalised) 
personalising, personalizing noun 
the process of changing the settings of 
Windows from their default 


COMMENT: For example, you can change the 
background wallpaper to display a different 
image behind your windows or you could 
change the colours of the title bars, the font 
used by Windows and so on. To make these 
changes, use the Start/Settings menu item in 
Windows or the Control Panel icon in the Main 
program group of Windows 3.1x. 


perspective /po'spektrv/ noun the ap- 
pearance of depth in an image in which ob- 
jects that are further away from the viewer 
appear smaller 

perspective correction /pa'spektiv 
ko,rekf(9)n/ noun (in a three-dimension- 
al scene) a method that is used to change 
the size and shape of an object to give the 
impression of depth and distance 

PERT /ps:t/ noun a definition of tasks or 
jobs and the time each requires, arranged 
in order to achieve a goal. Full form pro- 
gram evaluation and review technique 
per week /po 'wi:k/ adverb for each 
week 

per year /pə 'jio/ adverb for each year 
peta /peto/ prefix one quadrillion (2°°). 
Abbr P 

petabyte /'petabart/ noun one quadril- 
lion bytes. Abbr PB 

PGCA abbr Payment Gateway Certifi- 
cate Authority 

PgDn /,perd3 'daun/ abbr page down 
key 

PGP /,pi: dzi: 'pi:/ noun an encryption 
system developed to allow anyone to pro- 
tect the contents of his or her email mes- 
sages from unauthorised readers. Full 
form pretty good privacy (NOTE: This 
system is often used when sending credit 
card or payment details over the Inter- 
net.) 

PgUp /,peid3 'ap/ abbr page up key 
phantom ROM /'fentom rom/ noun a 
duplicate area of read-only memory that is 
accessed by a special code 

phase /feiz/ noun one part of a larger 
process W verbo to phase in, to phase out 
to introduce something gradually or to re- 
duce something gradually 














phase alternation line /,fe1z ,o:lto 
'‘nerf(a)n ,lan/ noun full form of PAL 
phased change-over  /,ferzd 
'tfeind3/ noun gradually introduction of a 
new device as the old one is used less and 
less 

PHIGS /f1gz/ noun a standard applica- 
tion interface between software and a 
graphics adapter that uses a set of standard 
commands to draw and manipulate 2D and 
3D images. Full form programmer’s hi- 
erarchical interactive graphics stand- 
ard 

phone /faun/ noun a telephone or ma- 
chine used for speaking to someone over a 
long distance O We had a new phone sys- 
tem installed last week. 

Phone Dialer /'fəun ,datala/ noun 
same as Dialer 

phoneme /'fauni:m/ noun one small 
meaningful sound, several of which may 
make up a spoken word (NOTE: Phonemes 
are relevant to the analysis of voice input 
to recognise words and in the reproduc- 
tion of speech.) 

phone number /'fəun ,nambo/ noun a 
set of figures for a particular telephone O 
He keeps a list of phone numbers in a little 
black book. 

Phong shading /'fon ,ferdin/ noun 
the most complex method of applying 
shading to a three-dimensional scene that 
creates the smoothest shading effects and 
is better than a Gouraud shading (NOTE: 
The disadvantage is that this method is 
very processor-intensive and so takes a 
long time to process each scene.) 
phosphor /'fofsə/ nouna substance that 
produces light when excited by some form 
of energy, usually an electron beam, used 
for coating the inside of a cathode ray tube 


COMMENT: A thin layer of phosphor is ar- 
ranged in a pattern of small dots on the inside 
of a television screen which produces an im- 
age when scanned by the picture beam. 


phosphor coating /'fosfə ,koutin/ 
nouna thin layer of phosphor on the inside 
of a CRT screen 

phosphor dots /'fosfa dptz/ plural 
noun individual dots of red, green and blue 
phosphor on a colour CRT screen 
phosphor efficiency /‘fosfo 1 
if1J(a)nsi/ noun a measure of the amount 
of light produced in ratio to the energy re- 
ceived from an electron beam 
phosphor triad /'fosfa traræd/ noun 
a group of three individual phosphor dots, 


photo- 
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representing red, green and blue, that to- 
gether form a single pixel on a colour 
screen 

photo- /fautau/ prefix light 

PhotoCD /'fautau si: ,di:/ noun a stand- 
ard developed to store 35 mm photograph- 
ic slides or negatives in digital format on a 
CD-ROM 

photodigital memory = /fautau 
did3it(a)l 'mem(9)ri/ noun a computer 
memory system that uses a laser to write 
data onto a piece of film which can then be 
read many times but not written to again. 
Also called WORM 

photorealistic /,foutsuria'listik/ ad- 
jective referring to a computer image that 
has almost the same quality and clarity as 
a photograph 

photoresist /foutouri'zist/ noun a 
chemical or material that hardens into an 
etch resistant material when light is shone 
on it O To make the PCB, coat the board 
with photoresist, place the opaque pattern 
above, expose, then develop and etch, 
leaving the conducting tracks. 
phototypesetter /,foutsu'tarpseto/ 
noun a device that can produce very high- 
resolution text on photosensitive paper or 
film 

physical address /,fızık(ə)l ə'dres/ 
noun a memory address that corresponds 
to a hardware memory location in a mem- 
ory device 

physical database _//,fizik(a)l 
‘dettobeis/ noun the organisation and 
structure of a stored database 

physical layer /,fizrk(9)l 'lerə/ noun 
the lowest ISO/OSI standard network lay- 
er that defines rules for bit rate, power and 
medium for signal transmission 
physical memory / fizik(o)l 
‘mem(9)ri/ noun memory fitted in a com- 
puter 

physical parameter /,f1zik(9)l pə 
'ræmıtə/ noun a description of the size, 
weight, voltage or power of a system 
physical record /,fizik(o)l 'reko:d/ 
noun 1. the maximum unit of data that can 
be transmitted in a single operation 2. all 
the information, including control data, for 
one record stored in a computer system 
physical topology /,fizik(s)l to 
'‘pplad3i/ noun the actual arrangement of 
the cables in a network 

PIA /,pi: ar 'e1/ noun a circuit which al- 
lows a computer to communicate with a 
peripheral by providing serial and parallel 


ports and other handshaking signals re- 
quired to interface the peripheral. Full 
form peripheral interface adapter 

PIC / pi: ar 'si:/ noun an image compres- 
sion algorithm used in Intel’s DVI video 
system. Full form picture image com- 
pression 

pica /'parko/ noun a typeface used on a 
printer to giving 10 characters to the inch 
PICK /prk/ noun a multi-user, multitask- 
ing operating system that runs on main- 
frame, mini or PC computers 

pickup reel /‘prkap ri:l/ noun an empty 
reel used to take the tape as it is played 
from a full reel 

pico- /pi:kou/ prefix one million mil- 
lionth of a unit. Abbr p 

picosecond /pi:kou,sekond/ noun 
one million millionth of a second. Abbr 
ps 

PICS /ptks/ noun a file format used to 
import a sequence of PICT files on an Ap- 
ple Mac 

PICT /pıkt/ noun a method of storing 
vector graphic images, developed by Lotus 
for its 1-2-3 spreadsheet charts and 
graphs. Full form PICture 

picture /'pıktfə/ noun a printed or 
drawn image of an object or scene O This 
picture shows the new design. W verb to 
visualise an object or scene O Try to pic- 
ture the layout before starting to draw it in. 
(NOTE: pictures — picturing — pictured) 
PICture /'pıktfə/ noun full form of 
PICT 

picture beam /'pıktfə bi:m/ noun a 
moving electron beam in a TV that pro- 
duces an image on the screen by illuminat- 
ing the phosphor coating and by varying 
its intensity according to the received sig- 
nal 

picture element /'pıktfə ,elrmont/ 
noun same as pixel 

picture image compression 
/,piktfa 'tmid3 kom,pref(a)n/ noun full 
form of PIC 

picture level benchmark /,pıktfə 
lev(a)l 'bentfma:k/ noun full form of 
PLB 

picture object /'pıktfə ,pbd3ekt/ 
noun an image created with a vector draw- 
ing package and stored as vectors rather 
than as a bitmap 

picture processing /,piktfo pra 
‘sesin/ noun the analysis of information 
contained in an image, usually by compu- 
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ter or electronic methods, providing analy- 
sis or recognition of objects in the image 
picture transmission /'piktJo trenz 
m1f(a)n/ noun the transmission of images 
over a telephone line 

PID /,pi: ar 'di:/ noun a device such as a 
bank card connected with or inserted into 
a system to identify or provide authorisa- 
tion for a user. Full form personal identi- 
fication device 

pie chart /'pat tfa:t/ noun a diagram in 
which ratios are shown as slices of a circle 
O The memory allocation is shown on this 
pie chart. 

PIF / pi: ar 'ef/ noun a Microsoft Win- 
dows file that contains the environment 
settings for a particular program. Full form 
program information file 

piggyback /'pigibek/ verb to connect 
two integrated circuits in parallel, one on 
top of the other to save space O Piggyback 
those two memory chips to boost the mem- 
ory capacity. 

piggyback entry /'pigibek ,entri/ 
noun unauthorised access to a computer 
system gained by using an authorised us- 
er’s password or terminal 
piggybacking /'pigibekiy/ noun the 
process of using transmitted messages to 
carry acknowledgements from a message 
which has been received earlier 


pilot /‘pailot/ adjective used as a test, 
which if successful will then be expanded 
into a full operation O The company set up 
a pilot project to see if the proposed man- 
ufacturing system was efficient. ™ verb to 
test something O They are piloting the new 
system. 


PILOT /'patlat/ noun a computer pro- 
gramming language that uses a text-based 
format and is mainly used in computer- 
aided learning 

pilot system /'parlət ,ststam/ noun a 
system constructed to see if it can be man- 
ufactured, if it works and if the end user 
likes it 

PIM / pi: ar 'em/ noun a software utility 
that stores and manages a user’s everyday 
data such as diary, telephone numbers, ad- 
dress book and notes. Full form personal 
information manager 

pin /pin/ noun 1. one of several short 
pieces of wire attached to an integrated cir- 
cuit package that allows the IC to be con- 
nected to a circuit board 2. a short piece of 
metal, part of a plug which fits into a hole 


in a socket O Use a three-pin plug to con- 
nect the printer to the mains. 

PIN /pin/ noun a unique sequence of dig- 
its that identifies a user to provide authori- 
sation to access a system, often used on au- 
tomatic cash dispensers or with a PID or 
password to enter a system. Full form per- 
sonal identification number 
pinchwheel /'pmtfwi:l/ noun a small 
rubber wheel in a tape machine that holds 
the tape in place and prevents flutter 
pin-compatible /,pm kəm'pætıb(ə)l/ 
adjective referring to an electronic chip 
that can directly replace another because 
the arrangement of the pins is the same and 
they carry the same signals O It’s easy to 
upgrade the processor because the new 
one is pin-compatible. 

pincushion distortion /,pmkuJ(a)n 
di'sto:f(a)n/ noun a fault with a monitor 
that causes the distortion of an image dis- 
played in which the edges curve in towards 
the centre 

pinfeed /'pinfi:d/ noun same as tractor 
feed 

PING /ptn/ noun a software utility that 
will test all the nodes on a network or In- 
ternet to ensure that they are working cor- 
rectly. Full form packet Internet groper 
pinout /'pmaut/ noun a description of 
the position of all the pins on an integrated 
circuit together with their function and sig- 
nal 

PIO / pi: ar 'au/ noun data input or output 
from a computer in a parallel form. Full 
form parallel input/output. ò PIPO, 
PISO 

pipe /parp/ noun (in DOS and UNIX) a 
symbol, usually (), that tells the operating 
system to send the output of one command 
to another command, instead of displaying 
1t 

pipeline /'parplarn/ verb 1. to schedule 
inputs to arrive at the microprocessor 
when nothing else is happening, so in- 
creasing apparent speed 2. to carry out 
more than one task at a time: e.g., to com- 
press and store an image on disk as it is be- 
ing scanned (NOTE: pipelines — pipelining 
— pipelined) 

pipeline burst cache / parplain ba:st 
'kæf/ noun a secondary synchronous 
cache that uses very high speed memory 
chips, with access speeds of around 9 ns 
PIPO / pi: at pi: '9u/ noun a device that 
can accept and transmit parallel data. Full 
form parallel input/parallel output 


piracy 
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piracy /'patrasi/ noun the process of 
copying patented inventions or copyright 
works 

pirate /‘patrat/ noun a person who cop- 
ies a patented invention or a copyright 
work and sells it O The company is trying 
to take the software pirates to court. W 
verb to manufacture copies of an original 
copyrighted work illegally O a pirated 
DVD or a pirated design (NOTE: pirates — 
pirating — pirated) 

COMMENT: The items most frequently pirated 


are programs on magnetic disks and tapes, 
which are relatively simple to copy. 


pirate copy /,patrat 'kopi/ noun a copy 
of software or other copyright material 
which has been made illegally 

pirate software /,pairot 'spftweə/ 
noun an illegal copy of a software package 
PISO /,pi: at es 'au/ noun a device that 
can accept parallel data and transmit serial 
data. Full form parallel input/serial out- 
put 

pit /prt/ noun a bump or impression on the 
surface of an optical disk that represents a 
bit of data, created by a master disk during 
manufacture 

pitch /pitf/ noun the number of charac- 
ters which will fit into one inch of line, 
when the characters are typed in single 
spacing (NOTE: Pitch is used on line print- 
ers, the normal pitches available being 
10, 12 and 17 characters per inch.) 
pitch scale factor /,pitf ‘skerl 
feekto/ noun an instruction to a waveform 
audio device to change the pitch of the 
sound by a factor 

pix /pıks/ plural noun pictures 

pixel /'pıksəl/ noun the smallest single 
unit or point of a display whose colour or 
brightness can be controlled. Also called 
picture element 


‘...adding 40 to each pixel brightens the image and 
can improve the display’s appearance’ [Byte] 
COMMENT: In high resolution display systems 
the colour or brightness of a single pixel can 
be controlled; in low resolution systems a 
group of pixels are controlled at the same 
time. 


pixelated /'prksolertid/ adjective refer- 
ring to an image on a computer or televi- 
sion screen that is made up of pixels, espe- 
cially one that is unclear or distorted 
PLA /,pi: el 'e1/ noun an integrated cir- 
cuit that can be permanently programmed 
to perform logic operations on data using a 
matrix of links between input and output 
pins. Full form programmable logic ar- 
ray 


COMMENT: A PLA consists of a large matrix of 
paths between input and output pins, with log- 
ic gates and a fusible link at each connection 
point that can be broken or left to conduct 
when programming to define a function from 
input to output. 
place /plets/ noun the position of a digit 
within a number 
plain old telephone service /,plein 
auld 'telifoun ,s3rvis/ noun full form of 
POTS 
plaintext /,plemn'tekst/ noun text or in- 
formation that has not been encrypted or 
coded O The messages were sent as plain- 
text by telephone. Opposite ciphertext 
plan /plæn/ noun 1. an organised way of 
doing something 2. a drawing which 
shows how something is arranged or how 
something will be built W verb to organise 
carefully how something should be done 
(NOTE: planning — planned) 
PLAN /plæn/ noun a low-level program- 
ming language 
planar /'pletno/ adjective referring to a 
method of producing integrated circuits by 
diffusing chemicals into a slice of silicon 
to create the different components W noun 
referring to graphical objects or images ar- 
ranged on the same plane 
plane /pletn/ noun one layer of an image 
that can be manipulated independently 
within a graphics program 
planner /'plænə/ noun a software pro- 
gram that allows appointments and impor- 
tant meetings to be recorded and arranged 
in the most efficient way 
planning /'plæn1y/ noun the activity of 
organising how something should be done 
O long-term planning or short-term plan- 
ning 
plant /pla:nt/ verb to store a result in 
memory for later use 
plasma display /'plezmo dı,sple1/ 
noun same as gas discharge display 
COMMENT: This is a thin display usually used in 
small portable computers. 
plastic bubble keyboard /,plestik 
ibab(9)I 'kitbo:d/ noun a keyboard whose 
keys are small bubbles in a plastic sheet 
over a contact which when pressed com- 
pletes a circuit 
COMMENT: These are very solid and cheap 
keyboards but are not ideal for rapid typing. 
platform /'plet,fo:m/ noun a standard 
type of hardware that makes up a particu- 
lar range of computers O This software 
will only work on the IBM PC platform. 
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platform independence /,plzetfo:m 
Indi'pendons/ noun the fact that soft- 
ware or a network can work with or con- 
nect to different types of incompatible 
hardware 


platter /'plætə/ noun one disk within a 
hard disk drive 
COMMENT: The disks are made of metal or 
glass and coated with a magnetic compound; 
each platter has a read/write head that moves 
across its surface to access stored data. 
play back /,ple1 'bek/ verb to read data 
or a signal from a recording O After you 
have recorded the music, press this button 
to play it back and hear what it sounds 
like. 


playback head /'ple1,bzk hed/ noun a 
piece of equipment that reads signals re- 
corded on a storage medium and usually 
converts them to an electrical signal O disk 
playback head 


playback rate scale factor 
/‘pletbek rert skel ,feekta/ noun 1. (in 
waveform audio) sound played back at a 
different rate, directed by another applica- 
tion, to create a special effect 2. (in video 
displayed on a computer) the point at 
which video playback is no longer smooth 
and appears jerky because of missed 
frames 

playback speed /'plet,bek spi:d/ 
noun the rate at which tape travels past a 
playback head 

PLB / pi: el 'bi:/ noun benchmark used to 
measure the performance (not the quality) 
of a graphics adapter or workstation. Full 
form picture level benchmark 

PLD abbr programmable logic device 
plex database /'pleks ,dertəbers/ 
noun a database structure in which data 
items can be linked together 

plex structure /'pleks ‚strakt fə/ noun 
a network structure or data structure in 
which each node is connected to all the 
others 


PL/M / pi: el 'em/ noun a high level pro- 
gramming language derived for use on mi- 
croprocessors. Full form programming 
language for microprocessors 

plot /plot/ noun a graph or map E verb to 
draw an image (especially a graph) based 
on information supplied as a series of co- 
ordinates 

plotter /'plotə/ noun a computer periph- 
eral that draws straight lines between two 
coordinates 


COMMENT: Plotters are used for graph and di- 
agram plotting and can plot curved lines as a 
number of short straight lines. 


plotter driver /'plotə ,drarvə/ noun 
dedicated software that converts simple in- 
structions issued by a user into complex 
control instructions to direct the plotter 
plotter pen /'plotə pen/ noun an instru- 
ment used in a plotter to mark the paper 
with ink as it moves over the paper 
plotting mode /'plotiy moud/ noun 
the ability of some word-processors to 
produce graphs by printing a number of 
closely spaced characters rather than indi- 
vidual pixels, which results in a broad low- 
resolution line 

plug /plag/ noun a connector with pro- 
truding pins that is inserted into a socket to 
provide an electrical connection O The 
printer is supplied with a plug. ™@ verb o 
plug in to make an electrical connection 
by pushing a plug into a socket O No won- 
der the computer does nothing, you have 
not plugged it in at the mains. 

plug and play /,plag on 'plet/ noun a 
facility in PCs that allows a user to plug a 
new adapter card into their PC without 
having to configure it or set any switches. 
Abbr PNP 

plug-compatible /plag kom 
'pætəb(ə)l/ adjective referring to equip- 
ment that can work with several different 
types of computer, so long as they have the 
correct type of connector 
plug-compatible manufacturer 
/ plag kom,petib(9)l ,meenju'fekt fora/ 
noun full form of PCM 

plug-in /'plag 1n/ noun a program that 
works with a web browser to increase the 
functionality of the browser. ò browser, 
helper application 

plug-in unit /'plag mn ,jumit/ noun a 
small electronic circuit that can be simply 
plugged into a system to increase its power 
plus /plas/, plus sign /'plas sarn/ noun 
a printed or written sign (+) showing that 
figures are added or showing a positive 
value 

PLV / pi: el 'vi:/ noun the highest-quality 
video compression algorithm used with 
DVI full-motion video sequences. Full 
form production level video 

PMOS /'pi: mps/ noun a metal oxide 
semiconductor transistor that conducts via 
a small region of p-type semiconductor. 
Full form p-channel metal oxide semi- 
conductor 
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PMS /,pi: em 'es/ abbr Pantone Match- 
ing System 

PNP / pi: en 'pi:/ abbr plug and play 
pnp transistor /,pi: en ‘pi: tren,zisto/ 
noun the layout of a bipolar transistor 
whose collector and emitter are of p-type 
semiconductor and whose base is n-type 
semiconductor 

pointer /'porntə/ noun 1. a variable in a 
computer program that contains the ad- 
dress to a data item or instruction O Jncre- 
ment the contents of the pointer to the ad- 
dress of the next instruction. 2. a graphical 
symbol used to indicate the position of a 
cursor on a computer display O Desktop 
publishing on a PC is greatly helped by the 
use of a pointer and mouse. 

pointer file /‘pornta farl/ noun a file of 
pointers referring to large amounts of 
stored data 

pointing device /‘pomtin di,vats/ 
noun an input device that controls the po- 
sition of a cursor on screen as it is moved 
by the user. ý mouse 

point of presence /pomt ov 
‘prezons/ noun full form of POP 
point-of-sale /,pornt əv 'serl/ noun a 
place in a shop where goods are paid for. 
Abbr POS 

point sampling /pomt 'sa:mplin/ 
nouna method of adding texture and shad- 
ing to a three-dimensional scene or object, 
in which the algorithm calculates the per- 
ceived depth, position and shade of each 
point on the image and applies a texture 
map pixel, or texel, to that point 

point size / point 'sarz/ noun (in typog- 
raphy) a unit of measure equal to 1/72- 
inch, used to measure type or text 

point to point /'‘pomt tə, tu/ noun1.a 
direct link between two devices 2. com- 
munications network in which every node 
is directly connected to every other node 
point to point protocol /,pomt to 
point 'prautakol/ noun full form of PPP 
point-to-point tunneling protocol 
/point tə, tu point ,'tan(a)li/ noun full 
form of PPTP 

poke /pauk/ noun a computer instruction 
that modifies an entry in a memory by 
writing a number to an address in memory 
O Poke 1423,74 will write the data 74 into 
location 1423. Compare peek 


POL abbr problem-orientated language 
polar /'pəulə/ adjective referring to poles 


polar coordinates /,psvla kau 
'oidinots/ noun a system of defining posi- 
tions as an angle and distance from the or- 
igin 

polarised edge connector 
/,povlaraizd 'ed3 kə nektə/ noun an 
edge connector that has a hole or key to 
prevent it being plugged in the wrong way 
round 


polarised plug /,pouloraizd 'plag/ 
noun a plug which has a feature (usually a 
peg or a special shape) which allows it to 
be inserted into a socket only in one way 
polarity /pau'lerati/ noun the definition 
of direction of flow of flux or current in an 
object 

polarity test /pou'lerati test/ noun a 
check to see which electrical terminal is 
positive and which negative 


policy /'polisi/ noun » acceptable use 
policy 

Polish notation /,poulif nəv'terf(ə)n/ 
» reverse Polish notation 


poll /poul/ verb (of a computer) to deter- 
mine the state of a peripheral in a network 


polled interrupt /,pould ‘mntorapt/ 
noun an interrupt signal determined by 
polling devices 
polling /‘paultn/ noun a system of com- 
munication between a controlling compu- 
ter and a number of networked terminals 
(the computer checks each terminal in turn 
to see if it is ready to receive or transmit 
data, and takes the required action) 
COMMENT: The polling system differs from oth- 
er communications systems in that the com- 
puter asks the terminals to transmit or receive, 
not the other way round. 
polling characters /,povlin 
‘keeriktoz/ plural noun a special sequence 
of characters for each terminal to be 
polled, which ensures that when a terminal 
recognises its sequence, it responds 
polling interval /‘pouliy ,mtov(o)l/ 
noun a period of time between two polling 
operations 
polling list /‘paulry list/ noun the order 
in which terminals are to be polled by a 
computer 
polling overhead /'psulin ,suvahed/ 
noun the amount of time spent by a com- 
puter calling and checking each terminal 
in a network 
polygon /'ppvligon/ noun a graphics 
shape with three or more sides 
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polygon mesh model /,poligon 'mef 
»mpd(a)I/ noun same as wire frame mod- 
el 
polynomial code § /,poli'noumial 
kaud/ noun an error detection system that 
uses a set of mathematical rules applied to 
the message before it is transmitted and 
again when it is received to reproduce the 
original message 
polyphony /po'lifani/ noun a device 
that can play more than one musical note 
at a time 
pop /ppp/ verb to read and remove the 
last piece of data from a stack 
POP /ppp/ noun telephone access 
number for a service provider that can be 
used to connect to the Internet via a mo- 
dem. Full form point of presence 
POP 2 /'ppp tu:/ noun a high level pro- 
gramming language used for list process- 
ing applications 
POP 3/,pop 'Ori:/ noun a system used to 
transfer electronic mail messages between 
a user’s computer and a server at an ISP 
pop-down menu /,pop daun 'menju:/ 
noun a menu that can be displayed on the 
screen at any time by pressing the appro- 
priate key, usually displayed over material 
already on the screen. Also called pop-up 
menu 
populate /'pppjulert/ verb to fill the 
sockets on a printed circuit board with 
components 
pop-up menu /,pop ap 'menju:/ noun 
same as pop-down menu 
pop-up window /,pop ap ‘windou/ 
noun a window that can be displayed on 
the screen at any time on top of anything 
that is already on the screen 
“...you can use a mouse to access pop-up menus and 
a keyboard for word processing’ [Byte] 
port /po:t/ nouna socket or physical con- 
nection allowing data transfer between a 
computer’s internal communications 
channel and another external device 
portability /,po:ta'biliti/ noun an ex- 
tent to which software or hardware can be 
used on several systems 
*,..although portability between machines is there in 
theory, in practice it just isn’t that simple’ 
[Personal Computer World] 
portable /'po:tab(9)l/ noun a compact 
self-contained computer that can be car- 
ried around and used either with a battery 
pack or mains power supply E adjective 
referring to any hardware or software or 


data files that can used on a range of differ- 
ent computers 
portable document format 
/,poitab(9)l 'dokjumont foimæt/ noun 
full form of PDF 
ortable operating system inter- 
ace /,po:tab(9)l 'pporeitiy ,sistom 
\Intofers/ noun full form of POSIX 
portable programs = /,po:tob(o)l 
‘prougremz/ noun same as portable 
software 
portable software  /,po:tob(o)l 
'‘spftweo/ noun programs that can be run 
on several different computer systems 
portal /'po:t(ə)l/ noun a website that 
provides links to information and other 
websites 
portrait /'po:trit/ adjective the orienta- 
tion of a page or piece of paper in which 
the longest edge is vertical 
port replicator /'po:t jreplikeito/ 
nouna version of a docking station that al- 
lows a laptop computer to be connected to 
duplicate the connection ports on the back 
of the laptop, allowing a user to keep a 
mouse, power cable, and printer connected 
to the port replicator and easily insert the 
laptop to use these ports without having to 
plug in cables each time the machine is 
used 
port selector /po:t si'lekta/ noun a 
switch that allows the user to choose 
which peripheral a computer is connected 
to, via its o/p port 
port sharing /po:t 'feorm/ noun a de- 
vice that is placed between one I/O port 
and a number of peripherals, allowing the 
computer access to all of them 
POS /poz/ abbr point-of-sale 
positional /ps'z1f(9)nal/ adjective re- 
ferring to position 
positioning time /po'z1f(a)n1n tarm/ 
noun the amount of time required to ac- 
cess data stored in a disk drive or tape ma- 
chine, including all mechanical move- 
ments of the read head and arm 
positive /'‘ppzitiv/ adjective 1. meaning 
‘yes’ 2. referring to an image that shows 
objects as they are seen 3. an electrical 
voltage greater than zero 
positive display /,pozitiv di'sple1/ 
noun a display in which the text and 
graphics are shown as black on a white 
background to imitate a printed page 
positive logic /,ppzitiv 'Ind31k/ noun 
a logic system in which a logical one is 
represented by a positive voltage level, and 


positive photoresist 
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a logical zero represented by a zero or neg- 
ative voltage level 

positive photoresist /,pozitiv 
foutouri'zist/ noun a method of forming 
photographic images where exposed areas 
of photoresist are removed, used in mak- 
ing PCBs 

positive presentation /,pozitiv 
\prez(a)n'terf(a)n/ noun a screen image 
which is coloured on a white background 
positive response / pozitiv ri 
'sppns/ noun a communication signal that 
indicates correct reception of a message 
positive terminal /\pozitiv 
'tsrmin(a)l/ noun a connection to a power 
supply source that is at a higher electrical 
potential than ground and supplies current 
to a component 

POSIX /'ppstks/ noun the IEEE standard 
that defines software that can be easily 
ported between hardware platforms. Full 
form portable operating system inter- 
face 

post /poust/ verb to enter data into a 
record in a file 

postbyte /'poustbait/ noun in a pro- 
gram instruction, the data byte following 
the op code that defines the register to be 
used 

post-editing /poust ,'edit1n/ noun the 
process of editing and modifying text after 
it has been compiled or translated by a ma- 
chine 

post-filtering /,poust 'frltarm/ noun 
image processing carried out after the im- 
age has been compressed 

postfix /'poustftks/ noun a word or let- 
ter written after another 

postfix notation /,poustfiks nov 
'terf(o)n/ noun mathematical operations 
written in a logical way, so that the opera- 
tor appears after the operands, which re- 
moves the need for brackets 
post-formatted /,poust ‘fo:metid/ 
adjective referring to text arranged at 
printing time rather than on screen 
posting /‘poustin/ noun an online mes- 
sage, especially a message sent to an Inter- 
net newsgroup or bulletin board 
postmaster /'poustma:sta/ noun the 
email address of the person nominally in 
charge of email within a company 

post mortem /poust 'mo:tam/ noun an 
examination of a computer program or 
piece of hardware after it has failed, de- 
signed to find out why the failure took 
place 


post office /'pəust ,vfis/ noun the cen- 
tral store for the messages for users on a 
local area network 

post office protocol /poust 'pfis/ 
noun» POP 3 

postprocessor /,poust 'prauseso/ 
noun 1. a microprocessor that handles 
semi-processed data from another device 
2. a program that processes data from an- 
other program, which has already been 
processed 

post production /,poust pra'dakJon/ 
noun the final editing process of a video or 
animation in which titles are added and se- 
quences finalised 

PostScript /‘poustskript/ a trade name 
for a standard page description language 
developed by Adobe Systems that offers 
flexible font sizing and positioning and is 
most often found in laser printers 
potential difference  /po,tenfoal 
'dif(o)rons/ noun the voltage difference 
between two points in a circuit 

POTS /pots/ noun the simplest, standard 
telephone line without any special features 
such as call waiting or forwarding, and 
without high-speed digital access such as 
ADSL. Full form plain old telephone 
service 

power /'paud/ noun 1. the unit of energy 
in electronics equal to the product of volt- 
age and current, measured in watts 2. a 
mathematical term describing the number 
of times a number is to be multiplied by it- 
self O 5 to the power 2 is equal to 25. 
(NOTE: written as small figures in super- 
script: 105: say: ‘ten to the power five’) m 
verb to provide electrical or mechanical 
energy to a device O The monitor is pow- 
ered from a supply in the main PC. 
PowerBook /'pavabuk/ a trade name 
for a laptop version of a Macintosh com- 
puter, designed by Apple Corp 
PowerCD /'pavə si: ,di:/ a trade name 
for a CD-ROM player produced by Apple 
that can connect to a television to display 
Photo CD images, or to a Macintosh as a 
standard CD-ROM drive, or to play back 
music CDs 

power down /'pavo daun/ verb to turn 
off the electricity supply to a computer or 
other electronic device 

power dump /'pavo damp/ verb to re- 
move all power from a computer 

power failure /'pavə ,fetljo/ noun the 
loss of the electric power supply 
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power loss /'pauo Ips/ noun the 
amount of power lost in transmission or 
through connection equipment 

power management /'‘pava 
smzenid3mont/ noun software built into 
laptop computers and some newer desktop 
PCs and monitors that, to save energy, will 
automatically turn off components that are 
not being used 

power monitor /'pauə ,monita/ noun 
a circuit that shuts off the electricity sup- 
ply if it is faulty or likely to damage equip- 
ment 

power-on reset /,pavo 'pn_ri:set/ 
noun the automatic reset of a CPU to a 
known initial state immediately after pow- 
er is applied 

power on self test /,pavo pn self 
'test/ noun a series of hardware tests that 
a computer carries out when it is first 
switched on. Abbr POST 

power pack /'pavə pæk/ noun a self- 
contained box that will provide a voltage 
and current supply for a circuit 
PowerPC /'pavə pi: ,si:/ a trade name 
for a high-performance RISC-based proc- 
essor developed by Motorola 

power supply /,paua so'plai/ noun a 
PSU 

power transient /,pauo 'trenziont/ 
nouna very short duration voltage pulse or 
spike 

power up /'pavə ap/ verb to switch on 
or apply a voltage to a electrical device 
power user /'pavə ,ju:za/ noun a user 
who needs the latest, fastest model of com- 
puter because he or she runs complex or 
demanding applications 

ppm /,pi: pi: 'em/ noun the number of 
pages that a printer can print in one 
minute, used for describing the speed of a 
printer. Full form pages per minute 
PPP /,pi: pi: 'pi:/ noun a protocol that 
supports a network link over an asynchro- 
nous (modem) connection and is normally 
used to provide data transfer between a us- 
er’s computer and a remote server on the 
Internet using the TCP/IP network proto- 
col. Full form point to point protocol 
PPQN /,pi: pi: kju: 'en/ noun the most 
common time format used with standard 
MIDI sequences. Full form parts per 
quarter note 

PPTP /,pi: pi: ti: 'pi:/ noun a protocol 
that allows a standard local-area network 
protocol (such as Novell’s IPX or Micro- 
soft’s NetBEUI) to be sent over the Inter- 


net in a transparent manner without the 
user or operating system noticing, used by 
companies that want to use the Internet to 
connect servers in different offices. Full 
form point-to-point tunneling protocol 
practical extraction and report 
language /,prektik(a)l 1k ,strækf(ə)n 
an ri'po:t angwid3/ noun full form of 
Perl 

pre- /pri:/ prefix before 

pre-agreed /pri o'gri:d/ adjective 
which has been agreed in advance 
pre-allocation /pri „ælə'kerf(ə)n/ 
noun the execution of a process which 
does not begin until all memory and pe- 
ripheral requirements are free for use 
pre-amplifier /pri 'æmpli,farə/ noun 
an electronic circuit which amplifies a sig- 
nal to a particular level, before it is fed to 
an amplifier for output 

precede /pri'si:d/ verb to come before 
something O This instruction cancels the 
instruction which precedes it. 
precedence /'presıd(ə)ns/ noun a set 
of computational rules defining the order 
in which mathematical operations are cal- 
culated 

precise /pri'sats/ adjective very exact O 
The atomic clock will give the precise time 
of starting the process. 

precision /pri's13(9)n/ noun the fact 
that something is very accurate 
precision of a number /pr1,s13(9)n 
ov ə 'nambd/ noun the number of digits in 
a number 

precompiled code /prikom,paild 
'kəud/ noun a code that is output from a 
compiler, ready to be executed 
precondition /,pri:kon'dif(o)n/ verb 
to condition data before it is processed 
predefined /,pri:di'famd/ adjective 
which has been defined in advance 
predicate /'‘predikat/ noun a function 
or statement used in rule-based programs 
such as expert systems 

predictive /pri'diktiv/ adjective using 
technology that works out which word a 
computer or mobile phone user is keying 
from its first few letters and automatically 
completes the word 

pre-edit /pri 'edit/ verb to change text 
before it is run through a machine to make 
sure it is compatible 

preemptive multitasking /pri 
emptiv 'maltitarskin/ noun a form of 
multitasking in which the operating sys- 


pre-fetch 
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tem executes a program for a period of 
time, then passes control to the next pro- 
gram so preventing any one program using 
all the processor time 

pre-fetch /pri: 'fetJ/ noun CPU instruc- 
tions stored in a short temporary queue be- 
fore being processed, increasing the speed 
of execution 

prefetch unit /pri:'fetf ,ju:mit/ noun 
part of a microprocessor that sorts out 
which instruction and data is next to be 
processed by looking in the main memory 
and the instruction cache and passing the 
next instruction on to the decode unit 
pre-filtering /pri:'f1ltorm/ noun image 
processing before the image is compressed 
(e.g., scaling the image) 

prefix /'pri:,ftks/ noun a code, instruc- 
tion or character at the beginning of a mes- 
sage or instruction 

prefix notation § /'pri:fiks nou 
,terf(9)n/ noun mathematical operations 
written in a logical way, so that the opera- 
tor appears before the operands, removing 
the need for brackets 

preformatted /pri:'fo:metid/ adjec- 
tive which has been formatted already O a 
preformatted disk 

pre-imaging /pri 'ımıd3ı9/ noun the 
process of generating one frame of an ani- 
mation or video in a memory buffer before 
it is transferred on screen for display 
preprinted stationery /pri,printid 
"sterf(a)n(a)ri/ noun computer stationery 
which is preprinted with the company 
heading and form layout onto which the 
details will be printed by the computer 
preprocess /pri:'prauses/ verb to carry 
out initial organisation and simple 
processing of data 

preprocessor /pri:'prousesə/ noun 1. 
software that partly processes or prepares 
data before it is compiled or translated 2. a 
small computer that carries out some ini- 
tial processing of raw data before passing 
it to the main computer 


“..,the C preprocessor is in the first stage of convert- 
ing a written program into machine instructions the 
preprocessor can be directed to read in another file 
before completion, perhaps because the same infor- 
mation is needed in each module of the program’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


preprogram /pri:'praugrem/ verb to 
program a computer in advance 
preprogrammed /pri:'prougræmd/ 
adjective referring to a chip that has been 
programmed in the factory to perform one 
function 


prescan /'pri:sken/ noun a feature of 
many flat-bed scanners that carry out a 
quick, low-resolution scan to allow you to 
re-position the original or mark the area 
that is to be scanned at a higher resolution 
presentation graphics 
/,prez(a)nterf(o)n 'greefiks/ plural noun 
graphics used to represent business infor- 
mation or data 

presentation layer =/,prez(o)n 
'terf(o)n ,leta/ noun the sixth ISO/OSI 
standard network layer that agrees on for- 
mats, codes and requests for the start and 
end of a connection 

Presentation Manager /,prez(o)n 
'terf(o)n ,meenid39/ noun a graphical 
user interface supplied with the OS/2 oper- 
ating system 

presentation software 
/,prez(a)nterf(a)n 'softweə/ noun a soft- 
ware application that allows a user to cre- 
ate a business presentation with graphs, 
data, text and images 

preset /,pri:'set/ verb to set something 
in advance O The printer was preset with 
new page parameters. 

prestore /pri:'sto:/ verb to store data in 
memory before it is processed 
presumptive address /pri,zamptiv 
o'dres/ noun the initial address in a pro- 
gram, used as a reference for others 
presumptive instruction /prı 
ZAmptiv mn'strakfon/ noun an unmodi- 
fied program instruction that is processed 
to obtain the instruction to be executed 
pretty good privacy /,priti gud 
‘privasi/ noun full form of PGP 
preventative /pri'ventotiv/, preven- 
tive /pri'ventiv/ adjective which tries to 
stop something happening 

preventive maintenance /prı 
iventiv 'meintonons/ noun a regular in- 
spection and cleaning of a system to pre- 
vent faults occurring 

preview /'pri:,vju:/ verb to display text 
or graphics on a screen as it will appear 
when it is printed out 

previewer /'pri:vjuro/ noun a feature 
that allows a user to see on screen what a 
page will look like when printed O The 
built-in previewer allows the user to check 


for mistakes. 


PRI / pi: a: 'ai/ noun a high-performance 
ISDN communications link that supports 
23 separate B channels that can transfer 
64Kbits/second plus one D channel for 
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signalling and control. Full form primary 
rate interface 

primary /'prarməri/ adjective first or ba- 
sic or most important 

primary channel /,praimori 
'tfæn(ə)l/ noun a channel that carries the 
data transmission between two devices 
primary key /'prammori ki:/ noun a 
unique identifying word that selects one 
entry from a database 

primary memory /,prarmori 
‘mem(a)ri/ noun same as core memory 
primary rate interface /,prammori 
rert 'ntofers/ noun full form of PRI 
primary station /,prarmori 'ste1f(9)n/ 
noun the single station in a data network 
that can select a path and transmit 
primary storage /,prarmori 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun 1. a small fast-access internal mem- 
ory of a system which contains the pro- 
gram currently being executed 2. the main 
internal memory of a system 

prime /praim/ adjective very important 
prime attribute /,pramm o'tribju:t/ 
noun the most important feature or design 
of a system 

primer /'praımə/ noun a manual or sim- 
ple instruction book with instructions and 
examples to show how a new program or 
system operates 

primitive /‘primitiv/ noun 1. (in pro- 
gramming) a basic routine that can be used 
to create more complex routines 2. (in 
graphics) a simple shape such as circle, 
square, line or curve used to create more 
complex shapes in a graphics program 
print /print/ noun characters made in ink 
on paper O The print from the new printer 
is much clearer than that from old one. @ 
verb to put letters or figures in ink on pa- 
per O printed agreement o print out to 
print information stored in a computer 
with a printer 

print control character /print kon 
'troul/, print control code noun a spe- 
cial character sent to a printer that directs 
it to perform an action or function, e.g. to 
change font, rather than print a character 
printed circuit /,prmtid 'ss:kıt/, 
printed circuit board noun a flat insulat- 
ing material that has conducting tracks of 
metal printed or etched onto its surface 
which complete a circuit when compo- 
nents are mounted on it. Abbr PCB 
printer /'prıntə/ noun a device that con- 
verts input data in an electrical form into a 
printed readable form. Abbr PRN 














printer buffer /‘printa ,bafa/ noun a 
temporary store for character data waiting 
to be printed, used to free the computer be- 
fore the printing is completed making the 
operation faster 

printer control characters /,printo 
kon'troul ,kærıktəz/ noun a command 
characters in a text which transmit printing 
commands to a printer 

printer control language /,printo 
kon'troul ,laengwid3/ noun full form of 
PCL 

printer driver /‘printo ,dratva/ noun 
dedicated software that converts and for- 
mats users’ commands ready for a printer 
printer emulation /‘printo emju 
lerf(a)n/ noun a printer that is able to in- 
terpret the standard set of commands used 
to control another brand of printer O This 
printer emulation allows my NEC printer 
to emulate an Epsom. 

printer-plotter /‘printo ,plote/ noun a 
high-resolution printer that is able to mim- 
ic a plotter and produce low-resolution 
plots 

printer port /‘printa po:t/ noun the out- 
put port of a computer with a standard con- 
nector to which a printer is connected to 
receive character data 

printer quality /‘printo ,|kwoliti/ noun 
the standard of printed text from a particu- 
lar printer 

printer ribbon /‘prints ,ribon/ noun a 
roll of inked material that passes between 
a printhead and the paper 

printer’s controller /,prmtoz kon 
'trəulə/ noun the main device in a printer 
that translates output from the computer 
into printing instructions 

print format /print 'foimæt/ noun a 
way in which text is arranged when printed 
out, according to embedded codes, used to 
set features such as margins and headers 
print formatter /‘print ,fo:mzeta/ noun 
a piece of software that converts embed- 
ded codes and print commands to printer 
control signals 

print hammer /print 'hæmə/ noun a 
moving arm in a daisy-wheel printer that 
presses the metal character form onto the 
printer ribbon leaving a mark on the paper 
printhead /'printhed/ noun 1. a row of 
needles in a dot-matrix printer that pro- 
duce characters as a series of dots 2. the 
metal form of a character that is pressed 
onto an inked ribbon to print the character 
on paper 


printing 
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printing /‘printin/ noun the action of 
putting text and graphics onto paper 
print job /‘print d3ob/ noun a file in a 
print queue that contains all the characters 
and printer control codes needed to print 
one document or page 

print life /,print 'larf/ noun the number 
of characters a component can print before 
needing to be replaced O The printhead 
has a print life of over 400 million charac- 
ters. 

Print Manager /‘print ,mznid3o/ a 
software utility that is part of Microsoft 
Windows and is used to manage print 
queues 

print modifiers /prmt 'mod1,faros/ 
plural noun codes in a document that 
cause a printer to change mode, e.g., from 
bold to italic 

printout /'print,aut/ noun the final 
printed page 

print pause /,print 'po:z/ noun the 
process of temporarily stopping a printer 
while printing, e.g. in order to change pa- 
per 

print preview /print 'pri:,vju:/ noun a 
function of a software product that lets the 
user see how a page will appear when 
printed 

print quality /print 'kwoliti/ noun the 
quality of the text or graphics printed, nor- 
mally measured in dots per inch O A desk- 
top printer with a resolution of 600dpi pro- 
vides good print quality. 

print queue /,print 'kju:/ noun an area 
of memory that stores print jobs ready to 
send to the printer when it has finished its 
current work 

Print Screen key /,print 'skri:n ,ki:/ 
noun a key in the top right-hand side of the 
keyboard that sends the characters that are 
displayed on the screen to the printer 
print server /print 's3:vo/ noun a com- 
puter in a network which is dedicated to 
managing print queues and printers 

print spooling /,print 'spu:lm/ noun 
the automatic printing of a number of dif- 
ferent documents in a queue at the normal 
speed of the printer, while the computer is 
doing some other task 

print style /,prmt 'starl/ noun a type- 
face used on a certain printer or for a cer- 
tain document 

printwheel /'printwi:l/ noun a daisy- 
wheel or the wheel made up of a number of 
arms, with a character shape at the end of 
each arm, used in a daisy-wheel printer 


priority /prat'priti/ noun the importance 
of a device or software routine in a compu- 
ter system O The operating system has pri- 
ority over the application when disk space 
is allocated. 

priority interrupt /prat,priti 
‘Intorapt/ noun a signal to a computer 
that takes precedence over any other task 
priority interrupt table /prar,priti 
‘intorapt ,terb(a)l/ noun a list of periph- 
erals and their priorities when they send an 
interrupt signal, used instead of a hard- 
ware priority scheduler 

priority scheduler = /prar'priti 
fedju:ls/ noun a system that organises 
tasks into correct processing priority to 
improve performance 

priority sequence /prar'priti 
\Sitkwons/ noun the order in which vari- 
ous devices that have sent an interrupt sig- 
nal are processed, according to their im- 
portance or urgency 

privacy /'privasi/ noun the right of an 
individual to limit the extent of and control 
the access to the data that is stored about 
him 

privacy of data /,privasi ov 'dertə/ 
noun the fact that particular data is secret 
and must not be accessed by users who 
have not been authorized 

privacy of information /,privasi ov 
Infa'merf(9)n/ noun the fact that unau- 
thorized users must not obtain data about 
private individuals from databases, or that 
each individual has the right to know what 
information is being held about him or her 
on a database 

privacy statement /'privosi 
,Stertmont/ noun the policy of a compa- 
ny, published on their website, that ex- 
plains to visitors and customers what the 
company will or will not do with a custom- 
er’s personal details 

private /'prarvət/ adjective belonging to 
an individual or to a company, not to the 
public 

private address space /,prarvət ə 
‘dres ,spers/ noun a memory address 
range that is reserved for a single user, not 
for public access 

private branch exchange /,prarvət 
'bra:ntf 1ks,tfernd3/ noun a small tele- 
phone exchange located within a company 
that allows the people in the company to 
dial each other or to dial out to an external 
telephone number. Abbr PBX 
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private key cryptography /,prarvot 
ki: krip'togragi/ noun a method of en- 
crypting Internet messages that uses a sin- 
gle key both to encode and decode them 
privilege /‘privil1d3/ noun the status of 
a user as regards to the type of program he 
or she can run and the resources he or she 
can use 

privileged account /,privalid3d ə 
'kaunt/ noun a computer account that al- 
lows special programs or access to sensi- 
tive system data 

privileged instructions /,privolid3d 
in'strakfanz/ plural noun computer com- 
mands that can only be executed via a priv- 
ileged account 

privileged mode /‘privalid3d maud/ 
noun a mode of an Intel 80286 processor 
that is in protected mode and allows a pro- 
gram to modify vital parts of the operating 
environment 

PRN /,pi: a: 'en/ noun an acronym used 
in MS-DOS to represent the standard 
printer port. Full form printer 

problem /'‘problam/ noun a malfunction 
or fault with hardware or software 
problem definition /'probləm 
,defonif(a)n/ noun the clear explanation, 
in logical steps, of a problem that is to be 
solved 

problem diagnosis /'probləm 
,darognousis/ noun the process of finding 
the cause of a fault or error and finding the 
method of repairing it 
problem-orientated language 
/problam  o:riontertid = 'langwid3/ 
noun a high-level programming language 
that allows certain problems to be ex- 
pressed easily. Abbr POL 

procedural /pro'si:d3aral/ adjective 
using a procedure to solve a problem 
procedural language /pra 
/Sird3(a)ral 'lengwid3/ noun a high-level 
programming language in which the pro- 
grammer enters the actions required to 
achieve the result wanted 

procedure /pro'si:d30/ noun 1. a small 
section of computer instruction code that 
provides a frequently used function and 
can be called upon from a main program O 
This procedure sorts all the files into al- 
phabetical order. } subroutine 2. a meth- 
od or route used when solving a problem O 
You should use this procedure to retrieve 
lost files. 

procedure declaration /prə'si:d3ə 
,dekloreif(a)n/ noun the process of writ- 


ing and declaring the variable types of pro- 
cedure used and the routine name and lo- 
cation 

procedure-orientated language 
/pro,si:d39 = ,orriontertid = 'lengwid3/ 
noun a high-level programming language 
that allows procedures to be programmed 
easily 

process /prau'ses/ noun a number of 
tasks that must be carried out to achieve a 
goal O The process of setting up the com- 
puter takes a long time. @ verb to carry out 
a number of tasks to produce a result O We 
processed the new data. 

process bound /'prouses baund/ 
noun a program that spends more time ex- 
ecuting instructions and using the CPU 
than in I/O operations 

process chart /'prouses t fa:t/ noun a 
diagram that shows each step of the com- 
puter procedures needed in a system 
process control /'prəuses kon,traul/ 
noun the automatic control of a process by 
a computer 

process control computer 
/,prauses kon,traul kom'pju:ta/ noun a 
dedicated computer that controls and man- 
ages a process 

process control system /,prouses 
kon'troul ,sistom/ noun a system that 
completely monitors, manages and regu- 
lates a process, comprising input and out- 
put modules, a CPU with memory, a pro- 
gram and control and feedback devices 
such as A/D and D/A converters 
processing /'prousesin/ noun the use 
of a computer to solve a problem or organ- 
ise data O Page processing time depends 
on the complexity of a given page. ġ CPU 
processor /'prau,seso/ noun a hard- 
ware or software device that is able to ma- 
nipulate or modify data according to in- 
structions 

processor controlled keying 
/,prausesa kon,trauld 'kirm/ noun data 
entry by an operator which is prompted 
and controlled by a computer 
processor interrupt /,prouseso 
‘intorapt/ noun the process of sending an 
interrupt signal to a processor requesting 
attention, usually causing it to stop what it 
is doing and attend to the calling device 
processor-limited /,prouseso 
‘limitid/ adjective referring to operation 
or execution time that is set by the speed of 
the processor rather than a peripheral 


processor status word 


266 





processor status word /,prouseso 
'stertəs ,;w3id/ noun a word that contains 
a number of status bits, e.g. as carry flag, 
zero flag and overflow flag. Abbr PSW 
produce /pro'dju:s/ verb to make or 
manufacture something 

producer /pra'dju:so/ noun a person, 
company or country that manufactures O 
Country which is a producer of high qual- 
ity computer equipment. 

producing capacity /pra'dju:sm ko 
|pesoti/ noun the capacity to produce 
product /'prodakt/ noun 1. an item that 
is made or manufactured 2. a manufac- 
tured item for sale 3. the result after multi- 
plication 

product design /'prodakt d1,zarn/ 
noun the activity of designing products 
product engineer /,prodakt ,end31 
‘n1o/ noun an engineer in charge of the 
equipment for making a product 
production /pro'dakfan/ noun the 
process of making or manufacturing of 
goods for sale O Production will probably 
be held up by industrial action. 
production control /pro'dakfon kon 
,traul/ noun the control of the manufac- 
turing of a product (using computers) 
production level video /pro,dakfan 
ilev(a)l 'vidiau/ noun full form of PLV 
production rate /pro'dakJ(a)n rert/ 
noun same as rate of production 
production standards /pro'dakfon 
,Steendodz/ plural noun the quality of pro- 
duction 

productive /pra'daktiv/ adjective dur- 
ing or in which something useful is pro- 
duced 

productive time /pro,daktiv 'tarm/ 
nouna period of time during which a com- 
puter can run error-free tasks 

product line /‘prodakt latn/, product 
range /'‘prodakt reind3/ noun a series of 
different products made by the same com- 
pany, which form a group 

product range /'prodakt reind3/ 
noun same as product line 

profile /praufarl/ noun a feature of Win- 
dows 95 that stores the settings for differ- 
ent users on one PC 

PROFS /prvfs/ a trade name for an elec- 
tronic mail system developed by IBM that 
runs on mainframe computers 

program /'prougrem/ noun a complete 
set of instructions which direct a computer 
to carry out a particular task o assembly 














program a number of assembly code in- 
structions that perform a task W verb to 
write or prepare a set of instructions that 
direct a computer to perform a certain task 
program address counter 
/,prougrem o'dres ,kaunto/ noun a reg- 
ister in a CPU that contains the location of 
the next instruction to be processed 
program branch /‘praugrem 
brarntf/ noun one or more paths that can 
be followed after a conditional statement 
program cards /'praugrem ka:dz/ 
plural noun punched cards that contain the 
instructions that make up a program 
program coding sheet /,prougrem 
‘koudin ,fi:t/ noun a specially preprinted 
form on which computer instructions can 
be written, simplifying program writing 
program compatibility /,prougrem 
kom,peeta'biliti/ noun the ability of two 
pieces of software to function correctly to- 
gether 

program compilation /,provgrem 
,„kompo'lerf(ə)n/ noun the translation of 
an encoded source program into machine 
code 

program counter /'prougræm 
.kaunto/ noun a register in a CPU that 
contains the location of the next instruc- 
tion to be processed. Abbr PC 

program crash /'pravgrem kræf/ 
noun an unexpected failure of a program 
owing to a programming error or a hard- 
ware fault 

program design language 
/,provugrem di'zain ,lengwid3/ noun a 
programming language used to design the 
structure of a program. Abbr PDL 
program development /'prougrem 
di,velopmont/ noun all the operations in- 
volved in creating a computer program 
from first ideas to initial writing, debug- 
ging and the final product 

program development system 
/,prougrem  di'velopmont ,sistom/ 
noun all the hardware and software need- 
ed for program development on a system 
program documentation 
/,prougrem ,dokjumen'terf(a)n/ noun 
a set of instruction notes, examples and 
tips on how to use a program 

program editor /‘prougrem ,edito/ 
noun a piece of software that allows the 
user to alter, delete and add instructions to 
a program file 

program evaluation and review 
technique /,prougrem 1,veljuerf(a)n 
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ən ri'vju: tek,nitk/ noun full form of 
PERT 

program execution § /,provgrem 
,eksi'kjurf(a)n/ noun the process of in- 
structing a processor to execute in se- 
quence the instructions in a program 
program file /'prougræm farl/ noun a 
file containing a program rather than data 
program flowchart = /,praugrem 
‘flout fart/ noun a diagram that graphical- 
ly describes the various steps in a program 
program generation /,provgrem 
,dzena'retf(9)n/ noun» generator 
program generator /'prougræm 
,dženərertə/ noun a piece of software that 
allows users to write complex programs 
using a few simple instructions 

program group /'prougræm gru:p/ 
noun (in Windows 3.1x) a window that 
contains icons relating to a particular sub- 
ject or program 

program icon /'prougræm ,arkpn/ 
noun (in a GUN an icon that represents an 
executable program file O To run the pro- 
gram, double-click on the program icon. 
program information file 
/,prougrem ınfə'merf(ə)n farl/ noun 
full form of PIF 

program instruction /'prougræm 1n 
„strakfən/ noun a single word or expres- 
sion that represents one operation 
program item /'prougræm ,arttəm/ 
noun (in a GUN) an icon that represents a 
program 

program library /‘praugrem 
Jlatbrori/ noun a collection of useful pro- 
cedures and programs which can be used 
for various purposes and included into new 
software 

program line /‘praugrem lam/ noun 
one row of commands or arguments in a 
computer program 

program line number /,provgrem 
‘lain ,nambə/ noun a number that refers 
to a line of program code in a computer 
program 

program listing /‘praugrem _listrn/ 
noun a list of the instructions that make up 
a program, displayed in an ordered manner 
programmable /'prougræməb(ə)l/ 
adjective referring to a device that can ac- 
cept and store instructions then execute 
them 

programmable calculator 
/,prougremob(a)l 'kelkjuleits/ noun a 


small calculator that can hold certain basic 
mathematical calculating programs 
programmable clock 
/,pravugreemoab(a)l 'klok/ noun a circuit 
whose frequency can be set by the user 
programmani interrupt control- 
er / prougræməb(ə)l 'ıntərapt kən 
itraulo/ noun a circuit or chip that can be 
programmed to ignore certain interrupts, 
accept only high priority interrupts and se- 
lect the priority of interrupts 
programmable key 
/ prougræməb(ə)l 'ki:/ noun a special 
key on a computer terminal keyboard that 
can be programmed with various functions 
or characters 

programmable logic array noun full 
form of PLA 

programmable logic device 
/ prougræməb(ə)l 'lnd3rk dı, vars/ noun 
full form of PLD 

programmable memory 
/ prougræməb(ə)l 'mem(ə)ri/ noun full 
form of PROM 

programmable read only memory 
/ prougræməb(ə)l ri:xd ,əunli 'mem(ə)ri/ 
noun full form of PROM 

program maintenance /'prougræm 
smeintonons/ noun the process of keep- 
ing a program free of errors and up to date 
Program Manager  /,prougrem 
'mænıd3ə/ noun (in Windows 3.x) the 
main part of Windows that the user sees 
programmatic /,prougro'metik/ ad- 
jective relating to computer programs 
programmed halt /‘praugremd ho:lt/ 
noun an instruction within a program 
which, when executed, halts the processor 
programmed learning /,prougreemd 
‘Isinin/ noun the process of using educa- 
tional software which allows a learner to 
follow a course of instruction 
programmer /'prou,gremo/ noun 1. a 
person who is capable of designing and 
writing a working program O The pro- 
grammer is still working on the new soft- 
ware. 2. a device that allows data to be 
written into a programmable read only 
memory 

programmer’s hierarchical inter- 
active graphics standard 
/,pravgremoz hats rarkik(a)l inter 
wektiv 'græfıks ,steendod/ noun full 
form of PHIGS 

programming /'praugremin/ noun 1. 
the activity of writing programs for com- 


programming in logic 
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puters 2. the activity of writing data into a 
PROM device 


COMMENT: Programming languages are 
grouped into different levels: the high-level 
languages such as BASIC and PASCAL are 
easy to understand and use, but offer slow ex- 
ecution time since each instruction is made up 
of a number of machine code instructions; 
low-level languages such as assembler are 
more complex to read and program in but of- 
fer faster execution time. 


programming in logic /,prougremin 
in 'lnd31k/ noun full form of PROLOG 
programming language 
/‘prougremin ,lengwid3/ noun a piece 
of software that allows a user to write a se- 
ries of instructions to define a particular 
task, which will then be translated to a 
form that is understood by the computer 
programming language for micro- 
processors /,prougremin laengwid3 
fə 'markra1,praousesaz/ noun full form of 
PL/M 

programming standards 
/‘provugremin ,stændədz/ plural noun 
rules to which programs must conform to 
produce compatible code 

program name /'prougræm neim/ 
noun an identification name for a stored 
program file 

program origin /,prougrem 'prid3im/ 
noun the address at which the first instruc- 
tion of a program is stored 

program overlay = /,prougreem 
'əuvəle1/ noun a portion of a big program 
that is loaded from disk into memory when 
it is needed 

program register /'prougræm 
\red3isto/ noun a register in a CPU that 
contains an instruction during decoding 
and execution operations 

program relocation § /,prougrem 
irlou'kerf(9)n/ noun the process of 
moving a stored program from one area of 
memory to another 

program report generator 
/,prougrem ri'po:t ,dzenoreita/ noun a 
piece of software that allows users to cre- 
ate reports from files, databases and other 
stored data 

program run /'provgrem ran/ noun 
the process of executing, in correct order, 
the instructions in a program 

program segment /'prougræm 
,segmont/ noun a section of a main pro- 
gram that can be executed in its own right, 
without the rest of the main program being 
required 


Programs menu /'prougræmz 
;menju:/ noun a sub-menu, accessed from 
the Start button in Windows, that lists all 
the programs that are installed on the com- 
puter 

program specification /,prougrem 
Spesifi'kerf(a)n/ noun detailed informa- 
tion about a program’s abilities, features 
and methods 

program stack /'prougrem stæk/ 
noun a section of memory reserved for 
storing temporary system or program data 
program statement /'prougræm 
,stertmont/ noun a high level program in- 
struction that is made up of a number of 
machine code instructions 

program status word /,prougrem 
'stertəs ,w3:d/ noun a word which con- 
tains a number of status bits, such as carry 
flag, zero flag, overflow bit, etc. Abbr 
PSW 

program status word register 
/,prougrem 'stertəs w3id ,red3Isto/ 
noun a register which contains a number 
of status bits, such as carry flag, zero flag, 
overflow flag. Also called PSW register 

program step /'prougrem step/ noun 
one operation within a program, usually a 
single instruction 

program storage /,praugrem 
‘sto:rid3/ noun a section of main memory 
in which programs, rather than operating 
system or data, can be stored 

program structure /,praugrem 
'strakt fə/ noun the way in which sections 
of program code are interlinked and oper- 
ate 

program testing /‘prougrem ,testiy/ 
noun the process of testing a new program 
with test data to ensure that it functions 
correctly 

program trading /'prougræm 
itrerdin/ noun the automatic buying and 
selling of large quantities of shares using 
computer programs that monitor price 
changes 

program verification /,prougrem 
erif1'kerf(a)n/ noun a number of tests 
and checks performed to ensure that a pro- 
gram functions correctly 

progressive scanning /proau,gresiv 
'skaenin/ noun a method of displaying and 
transmitting video images in which each 
line of the image is displayed consecutive- 
ly, unlike non-interlaced image, which 
shows alternate lines. ù scan conversion 
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project noun /'prodzekt/ a planned task 
O His latest project is computerising the 
sales team. @ verb /pra'd3ekt/ to forecast 
future figures from a set of data O The pro- 
jected sales of the new PC. 

projection /pra'd3ekfon/ noun the 
forecasting of a situation from a set of data 
O The projection indicates that sales will 
increase. 

PROLOG /'prəvlog/ noun a high-level 
programming language using logical oper- 
ations for artificial intelligence and data 
retrieval applications. Full form program- 
ming in logic 

PROM /prom/ noun 1. read-only memo- 
ry that can be programmed by the user, as 
distinct from ROM, which is programmed 
by the manufacturer. Full form program- 
mable read-only memory 2. an elec- 
tronic device in which data can be stored. 
Full form programmable memory 
PROM blaster /'bs:no/, PROM burn- 
er, PROM programmer /'prou,gremo/ 
noun an electronic device used to program 
a PROM 

prompt /prompt/ noun a message or 
character displayed to remind the user that 
an input is expected O The prompt READY 
indicates that the system is available to re- 
ceive instructions. 

propagate /'propo,geit/ verb to travel 
or spread 

propagated error /,propageitid 'erə/ 
noun one error in a process that has affect- 
ed later operations 

propagating error /‘propageitin ,era/ 
noun an error that occurs in one place or 
operation and affects another operation or 
process 

propagation delay /,propo'ge1f(o)n 
di,le1/ noun 1. the time taken for an output 
to appear in a logic gate after the input is 
applied 2. the time taken for a data bit to 
travel over a network from the source to 
the destination 

propagation time /,propo'gerf(s)n 
,tarm/ noun same as gate delay 
properties /'propətiz/ noun (in Win- 
dows) the attributes of a file or object 
proportionally spaced /pra 
,porf(a)noli 'sperst/ adjective referring to 
a font in which each letter takes a space 
proportional to the character width. Com- 
pare monospaced 

proprietary file format /prə 
\pratat(a)ri ‘fail ,formeet/ noun a method 
of storing data devised by a company for 


its products and incompatible with other 
products O You cannot read this spread- 
Sheet file because my software saves it ina 
proprietary file format. 

protected field /pro'tektid fi:ld/ noun 
a storage or display area that cannot be al- 
tered by the user 

protected location /pro,tektid lou 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun a memory location that 
cannot be altered or cannot be accessed 
without authorisation 

protected mode /pra'tektid moud/ 
noun the operating mode of an 80286 Intel 
processor or higher that supports multi- 
tasking, virtual memory and data security 
protected storage  /proa,tektid 
'storrid3/ noun a section of memory that 
cannot be altered 

protection key /prə'tek fən ki:/ nouna 
signal checked to see if a program can ac- 
cess a section of memory 

protection master /prə'tekfən 
smarstd/ noun a spare copy of a master 
film or tape 

protocol /'prəvtəkol/ noun the pre- 
agreed signals, codes and rules to be used 
for data exchange between systems 
protocol stack /'proutoukol stæk/ 
noun the separate parts of a protocol, each 
with a different function, that work togeth- 
er to provide a complete set of network 
functions 

protocol standards /'prəvtəukol 
Steendodz/ plural noun standards laid 
down to allow data exchange between any 
computer system conforming to the stand- 
ard 

prototype /'provtə,tarp/ noun the first 
working model of a device or program, 
which is then tested and adapted to im- 
prove it 

prototyping /'proutotarpm/ noun the 
process of making a prototype 
proximity operator /prok'simiti 
,Dporeita/ noun a Boolean operator that 
directs a search engine making a text 
search to locate pages in which the words 
it is looking for are near one another in any 
direction 

proxy agent /'proksi ,e1dzant/ noun a 
piece of software that can translate net- 
work management commands to allow 
management software to control a device 
that uses a different protocol 

proxy server /,proksi 's3:va/ noun a 
computer that stores copies of files and 
data normally held on a slow server and so 
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allows users to access files and data quick- 
ly. Proxy servers are often used as a fire- 
wall between an intranet in a company and 
the public Internet. 

PrtSc /,print 'skri:n/ noun (on an IBM 
PC keyboard) a key that sends the con- 
tents of the current screen to the printer. 
Full form print screen 

pS /,pi: 'es/ abbr picosecond 

PS/2 a trade name for a range of IBM PC 
computers that are software compatible 
with the original IBM PC, but use a differ- 
ent MCA expansion bus. ) MCA 
pseudo- /sju:dsu/ prefix similar to 
something, but not genuine 
pseudo-code /'sju:dsu koud/ noun 
English sentence structures, used to de- 
scribe program instructions that are trans- 
lated at a later date into machine code 
pseudo-digital /,;sju:dou '‘did3it(a)l/ 
adjective referring to modulated analog 
signals that are produced by a modem and 
transmitted over telephone lines 
pseudo-instruction /sju:dov in 
'strakfən/ noun a label in an assembly 
language program that represents a 
number of instructions 
pseudo-operation /sju:dou ,vpo 
'rerf(a)n/ noun a command in an assem- 
bler program that controls the assembler 
rather than producing machine code 
pseudo-random /,sju:dou 'rendom/ 
noun a generated sequence that appears 
random but is repeated over a long period 
pseudo-random number genera- 
tor /sjuidəu ,rendom 'nambə 
,d3zenoreita/ noun a piece of hardware or 
software that produces pseudo-random 
numbers 

pseudo-static /,sju:dou 'stetik/ ad- 
jective referring to dynamic RAM memo- 
ry chips that contain circuitry to refresh 
the contents and so have the same appear- 
ance as a static RAM component 

PSN abbr packet switched network 

PSS abbr packet switching system 

PSU /,pi: es 'ju:/ noun an electrical cir- 
cuit that provides certain direct current 
voltage and current levels from an alternat- 
ing current source to other electrical cir- 
cuits. Full form power supply unit 


COMMENT: A PSU will regulate, smooth and 
step down a higher voltage supply for use in 
small electronic equipment. 


PSW abbr processor status word 
PTR abbr paper tape reader 


public access terminal /,pablik 
ekses 't3:min(9)l/ noun a terminal that 
can be used by anyone to access a compu- 
ter 


public data network /,pablik ‚derta 
'netws:k/ noun a data transmission serv- 
ice for the public, e.g. the main telephone 
system in a country. Abbr PDN 


public domain /,pablik dou'memm/ 
noun the status of documents, text or pro- 
grams that are not protected by copyright 
and can be copied by anyone. Abbr PD. 
Compare shareware o program which 
is in the public domain a program which 
is not protected by copyright 

public key cipher system /,pablik 
ki: 'sarfa ,sistom/ noun a cipher that uses 
a public key to encrypt messages and a se- 
cret key to decrypt them. Conventional ci- 
pher systems use one secret key to encrypt 
and decrypt messages. 


public key encryption /,pablik ki: in 
‘kripf(a)n/ noun a method of encrypting 
data that uses one key to encrypt the data 
and another different key to decrypt the 
data 

publish /‘pablif/ verb to produce and 
sell software 

pull /pul/ verb to remove data from a 
stack 

pull-down menu /'pul daun ,menju:/ 
noun a set of options that are displayed be- 
low the relevant entry on a menu-bar. 
Compare pop-down menu 

pull up /,pul 'ap/ verb o to pull up a line 
to connect or set a line to a voltage level O 
Pull up the input line to a logic one by con- 
necting it to 5 volts. 

pulse /pals/ noun a short period of a 
voltage level W verb to apply a short-dura- 
tion voltage level to a circuit O We pulsed 
the input but it still would not work. 


COMMENT: Electric pulse can be used to trans- 
mit information, as the binary digits O and 1 
correspond to ‘no pulse’ and ‘pulse’ (the volt- 
age level used to distinguish the binary digits 
0 and 1, is often zero and 5 or 12 volts, with 
the pulse width depending on transmission 
rate). 


pulse-code modulation /,pals kəud 
impdju'lerf(a)n/ noun full form of PCM 
pulse-dialling /‘pals ,dataliy/ noun 
telephone dialling that dials a telephone 
number by sending a series of pulses along 
the line 

pulse stream /,pals ‘strizm/ noun a 
continuous series of similar pulses 
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pulse train /'pals trern/ noun same as 
pulse stream 

punch /pant{/ noun a device for making 
holes in punched cards W verb to make a 
hole in something 

punch card /'pantf ka:d/ noun a small 
piece of card which contains holes repre- 
senting various instructions or data 
punch-down block /,pantf daun 
'blok/ noun a device used in a local area 
network to connect UTP cable 

punched card /,pantJt 'ka:d/ noun 
same as punch card 

punched card reader /,pantfd 'ka:d 
\Tirda/ noun a device that transforms data 
on a punched card to a form that can be 
recognized by a computer 

punched code /,pantJd 'kaud/ nouna 
combination of holes that represent char- 
acters in a punched card 

punched tag /,pantJd 'tæg/ noun a 
card attached to a product in a shop, with 
punched holes containing data about the 
product 

punched tape!’ /pantfd 'terp/, 
punched paper tape noun a strip of pa- 
per tape that contains holes to represent 
data 

punched tape? /,pantfd 'terp/ noun 
same as paper tape 

punctuation mark /,panktJu'erf(o)n 
ma:k/ noun a printing symbol such as a 


comma or full stop, used for making the 
meaning of text clear 

pure code /,pjus 'kaud/ noun a code 
that does not modify itself during execu- 
tion 

purge /p3:d3/ verb to remove unneces- 
sary or out-of-date data from a file or disk 
O Each month, I purge the disk of all the 
old email messages. 

pushbutton /'pusbat(o)n/ adjective 
which works by pressing on a button 
push-down list /,pufdaun 'lıst/, 
push-down stack /puf daun/ noun a 
method of storing data in which the last 
item stored is always at the same location, 
the rest of the list being pushed down by 
one address 

push instruction /puf in'strakfon/, 
push operation noun non-synchro- 
nous sound, non-sync sound a compu- 
ter instruction that stores data on a LIFO 
list or stack 

push technology /'puf tek,nvlod3i/ 
noun Internet technology that allows sub- 
scribers to receive customised information 
directly 

push-up list /stek/, push-up stack 
nouna method of storing data in which the 
last item stored is added at the bottom of 
the list. ù FIFO 

put /put/ verb to push or place data onto 
a stack 


Q 


QAM abbr quadrature amplitude modula- 
tion 

QBE /,kju: bi: 'i:/ noun a simple lan- 
guage used to retrieve information from a 
database management system by, normal- 
ly, entering a query with known values, 
which is then matched with the database 
and used to retrieve the correct data O In 
most QBE databases, the query form looks 
like the record format in the database — re- 


trieving data is as easy as filling in a form. 
Full form query by example 

Q Channel /kju: 'tfæn(ə)l/ noun (in a 
CD audio disc) one of the eight informa- 
tion channels that holds data identifying 
the track and the absolute playing time 


QISAM noun an indexed sequential file 
that is read item by item into a buffer. Full 
form queued indexed sequential ac- 
cess method 
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QL abbr query language 

QOS abbr quality of service 

QSAM /,kju: es e1 'em/ noun queue of 
blocks waiting to be processed, which are 
retrieved using a sequential access meth- 
od. Full form queued sequential ac- 
cess method 

quad /kwod/ adjective operating at four 
times the standard speed, or processing 
four times the standard amount of data 
quadbit /‘kwodbit/ noun four bits that 
are used by modems to increase transmis- 
sion rates when using QAM 

quad density /kwod 'densati/ noun 
four bits of data stored in the usual place of 
one 

quadding /‘kwodin/ noun the insertion 
of spaces into text to fill out a line 
quadr- /kwodr/ prefix four 
quadrature amplitude modulation 
/kwodtrotfa  ‘emplitjuid modju 
sler1f(@)n/ noun a data encoding method 
used by high-speed modems (transmitting 
at rates above 2,400bps). It combines am- 
plitude modulation and phase modulation 
to increase the data transmission rate. 
Abbr QAM 

quadrature encoding /‘kwodtrotfa 
1n,kaudin/ noun a system used to deter- 
mine the direction in which a mouse is be- 
ing moved. In a mechanical mouse, two 
sensors send signals that describe its hori- 
zontal and vertical movements, these sig- 
nals being transmitted using quadrature 
encoding. 

quadruple x /'kwodrupleks/ noun a set 
of four signals combined into a single one 
quad-speed drive /kwpd spi:d 
‘drarv/ noun a CD-ROM drive that spins 
the disc at four times the speed of a single- 
speed drive, providing higher data 
throughput of 600Kbps and shorter seek 
times 

quality control /‘kwoliti kon,traul/ 
noun the process of checking that the qual- 
ity of a product is good 

quality of service /kwoliti ov 
‘ssivis/ noun the degree to which a net- 
work can transfer information without er- 
ror or fault 

Quantel /‘kwontel/ the hardware graph- 
ics company that developed Paintbox and 
Harry production graphics systems 
quantifiable /'kwonttfarob(9)l/ adjec- 
tive which can be quantified O The effect 
of the change in the pricing structure is not 
quantifiable. 


quantifier /‘kwont1,fata/ nouna sign or 
symbol that indicates the quantity or range 
of a predicate 

quantify /‘kwont1,fat/ verb o to quan- 
tify the effect of something to show the 
effect of something in figures O It is im- 
possible to quantify the effect of the new 
computer system on our production. 
quantisation, quantization noun the 
conversion of an analog signal to a numer- 
ical representation 

quantisation error /,kwon'terf(a)n 
,ero/ noun an error in converting an analog 
signal into a numerical form, owing to lim- 
ited accuracy or a rapidly changing signal 
quantise, quantize verb to convert an 
analog signal into a numerical representa- 
tion O The input signal is quantized by an 
analog to digital converter. 

quantiser, quantizer noun a device 
used to convert an analog input signal to a 
numerical form, that can be processed by a 
computer 

quantising noise /,kwontaizin 'no1z/ 
noun noise on a signal caused by inaccura- 
cies in the quantising process 

quantity /‘kwontiti/ noun the amount or 
number of items O A small quantity of ille- 
gal copies of the program have been im- 
ported. @ adjective in large amounts O 
The company offers a discount for quantity 
purchases. 

quantum /'kwontam/ noun (in commu- 
nications) a packet of data that is the result 
of a signal being quantised 

quartz clock /,kwo:ts 'klok/, quartz 
crystal clock /,kwo:ts ,kristal 'klok/ 
noun a small slice of quartz crystal that vi- 
brates at a certain frequency when an elec- 
trical voltage is supplied, used as a very 
accurate clock signal for computers and 
other high precision timing applications 
quasi- /kweizat/ prefix almost, or simi- 
lar to 

quasi-instruction = /kweizar in 
'strakfən/ noun a label in an assembly 
program that represents a number of in- 
structions 

quaternary /'kwo:ts:nori/ adjective 
existing as four bits, levels or objects 
quaternary level quantization /kwə 
tsinori lev(a)l_~— ,k wontar'zerf(a)n/ 
noun the use of four bits of data in an A/D 
conversion process 

query by example /,kwiori bar 1g 
'zarmpol/ noun full form of QBE 
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query facility /kwiori fo,stliti/ noun a 
program, usually a database or retrieval 
system, that allows the user to ask ques- 
tions and receive answers or access certain 
information according to the query 
query language /‘kwiori ,lengwid3/ 
noun a language in a database manage- 
ment system that allows a database to be 
searched and queried easily. Abbr QL 
query message /'kwiori ,mesid3/ 
noun a message sent to an object to find 
out the value of one of the object’s proper- 
ties, e.g. its name, active state or position 
query processing /‘kwiori 
,prousesin/ noun the processing of que- 
ries, either by extracting information from 
a database or by translating query com- 
mands from a query language 

query window /'kwiori ,wimdau/ noun 
1. a window that appears when an error 
has occurred, asking the user what action 
they would like to take 2. a window that is 
displayed with fields a user can fill in to 
search a database 

question mark /'kweftfən ma:k/ 
noun the character ( ? ) that is often used 
as a wildcard to indicate that any single 
character in the position will produce a 
match O To find all the letters, use the 
command DIR LETTER?DOC which will 
list LETTERI.DOC, LETTER2.DOC and 
LETTER3.DOC. ù asterisk 

queue /kju:/ noun a list of data or tasks 
that are waiting to be processed, or a series 
of documents that are dealt with in order W 
verb to add more data or tasks to the end of 
a queue 

queued access method /,kju:d 
'ækses ,meðəd/ noun a programming 
method that minimises input/output delays 
by ensuring that data transferred between 
software and an I/O device is synchronised 
with the I/O device 

queued indexed sequential ac- 
cess method /,kju:d ,mdeksd sı 
ikwenfal 'ekses ,meĝðəd/ noun full form 
of QISAM 

queue discipline /kju: 'diso,plim/ 
noun a method used as the queue struc- 
ture, either LIFO or FIFO 

queued sequential access meth- 
od /,kju:d s1,kwenfol 'zekses ,meQad/ 
noun full form of QSAM 

queue management /kju: 
'mænıdzmənt/, queue manager /kju: 
'mænıd3ə/ noun software which orders 
tasks to be processed O This is a new soft- 


ware spooler with a built-in queue man- 
agement. 
queuing time /‘kju:m tarm/ noun the 
period of time messages have to wait be- 
fore they can be processed or transmitted 
QuickDraw /‘kwikdrs:/ (in an Apple 
Macintosh) a trade name for the graphics 
routines built into the Macintosh’s operat- 
ing system that control displayed text and 
images 
quick format /kwik 'fo:met/ noun a 
command that does not delete all the exist- 
ing data on a floppy disk during a format 
process. It is faster than a full format and 
allows data to be recovered. 
quicksort /‘kwikso:t/ noun a very rapid 
file sorting and ordering method 
QuickTime /‘kwiktaim/ (in an Apple 
Macintosh) a trade name for the graphics 
routines built into the Macintosh’s operat- 
ing system that allow windows, boxes and 
graphic objects, including animation and 
video files, to be displayed 
quiescent /kwi'es(o)nt/ adjective re- 
ferring to a process, circuit or device in a 
state in which no input signal is applied 
quintet /kwin'tet/ noun a byte made up 
of five bits 
quit /kwit/ verb to leave a system or a 
program O Do not forget to save your text 
before you quit the system. 
quotation /kwou'te1f(9)n/ noun part of 
a text borrowed from another text 
quotation marks /kwəv'terf(ə)n 
ma:ks/ noun punctuation marks used for 
enclosing text to show that it has been 
quoted from another source 
quote /kwout/ verb to repeat words used 
by someone else 
quotes /kwauts/ plural noun quotation 
marks (informal) 
quotient /‘kwouf(a)nt/ noun the result 
of one number divided by another 
COMMENT: When two numbers are divided, the 
answer is made up of a quotient and a remain- 
der (the fractional part). 16 divided by 4 is 
equal to a quotient of 4 and zero remainder; 
16 divided by 5 is equal to a quotient of 3 and 
a remainder of 1. 
quoting /'kwoutin/ noun a feature of 
many electronic mail applications that al- 
lows you to reply to a message and include 
the text of the original message 
QWERTY keyboard /kwarti 
'kirbord/ noun a standard English lan- 
guage key layout. The first six letters on 
the top left row of keys are QWERTY. 


R 


race /reis/ noun an error condition in a 
digital circuit, in which the state or output 
of the circuit is very dependent on the ex- 
act timing between the input signals. 
Faulty output is due to unequal propaga- 
tion delays on the separate input signals at 
a gate. 

rack /rek/ noun a metal supporting 
frame for electronic circuit boards and pe- 
ripheral devices such as disk drives 

rack mounted /rek 'mauntid/ plural 
noun referring to a system consisting of 
removable circuit boards in a supporting 
frame 

radial transfer /,retdiol 'trensfs:/ 
noun data transfer between two peripher- 
als or programs that are on different layers 
of a structured system (such as an ISO/OSI 
system) 

radio button /'reidisu ,bat(a)n/ noun 
(in a GUN) a circle displayed beside an op- 
tion that, when selected, has a dark centre. 
Only one radio button can be selected at 
one time. 

radio frequency /'retdisu 
ifrizkwonsi/ noun full form of RF 

radix /'retdiks/ noun the value of the 
base of the number system being used O 
The hexadecimal number has a radix of 
16. 

radix complement /'rerdiks 
.komplimont/ noun » ten’s comple- 
ment, two’s complement 

radix notation /‘retdiks nou,terf(a)n/ 
noun numbers represented to a certain ra- 
dix 

radix point /‘retdiks pornt/ noun a dot 
which indicates the division between a 
whole unit and its fractional parts 
ragged left /'rægıd left/ noun printed 
text with a flush right-hand margin and un- 
even left-hand margin 

ragged right /'rægıd rart/ noun printed 
text with a flush left-hand margin and un- 
even right-hand margin 


ragged text /'reegid tekst/ noun text 
with a ragged right margin 


RAID /rerd/ noun a fast, fault tolerant 
disk drive system that uses multiple drives 
which would, typically, each store one 
byte of a word of data, so allowing the data 
to be saved faster. Full form redundant 
array of inexpensive disks 

‘A Japanese investor group led by system distributor 

Technography has pumped $4.2 million (#2.8 mil- 

lion) into US disk manufacturer Storage Computer to 

help with the development costs of RAID 7 hard disk 

technology.’ [Computing] 
RAM /rzem/ noun memory that allows ac- 
cess to any location in any order, without 
having to access the rest first. Full form 
random access memory. Compare se- 
quential access 

‘The HP Enterprise Desktops have hard-disk capac- 


ities of between 260Mb and 1Gb, with RAM ranging 
from 16Mb up to 128Mb.’ [Computing] 


“...fast memory is RAM that does not have to share 
bus access with the chip that manages the video dis- 
play’ [Byte] 
COMMENT: Dynamic RAM, which uses a ca- 
pacitor to store a bit of data, needs to have 
each location refreshed from time to time to 
retain the data, but is very fast and can con- 
tain more data per unit area than static RAM, 
which uses a latch to store the state of a bit. 
Static RAM, however, has the advantage of 
not requiring to be refreshed to retain its data, 
and will keep data for as long as power is sup- 
plied. 
RAM cache /'rem kæf/ noun a section 
of high-speed RAM that is used to buffer 
data transfers between the faster processor 
and a slower disk drive 


RAM card /'ræm ka:d/ noun an expan- 
sion card that contains RAM chips. It is 
plugged into a computer or device to in- 
crease the main memory capacity. 

RAM cartridge /rem 'ka:trid3/ nouna 
plug-in device that contains RAM chips 
and increases the memory of a computer 
or device 

RAM chip /'ræm tf1p/ noun a chip that 
stores data, allowing random access 
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RAMDAC /'ræmdæk/ noun an electron- 
ic component on a video graphics adapter 
that converts the digital colour signals into 
electrical signals that are sent to the moni- 
tor 


RAM disk /'ræm disk/ noun same as 
silicon disk 


RAM loader /'ræm ,louda/ noun a rou- 
tine that will transfer a program from ex- 
ternal backing store into RAM 


RAM refresh /rem ri'fref/ noun sig- 
nals used to update the contents of dynam- 
ic RAM chips every few thousandths of a 
second, involving reading and rewriting 
the contents 


RAM refresh rate /,rem ri'fref ,rert/ 
noun the number of times every second 
that the data in a dynamic RAM chip has 
to be read and rewritten 


RAM resident program /,rem 
rezid(a)nt 'prougræm/ noun a program 
that loads itself into main memory and car- 
ries out a function when activated O When 
you hit Ctrl-F5, you will activate the RAM 
resident program and it will display your 
day’s diary. 

R & D/,a:r ən 'di:/ noun investigation of 
new products, discoveries and techniques. 
Full form research and development 


R & D department /,a:r on ‘di: dr 
,pa:tmont/ noun a department in a com- 
pany that investigates new products, dis- 
coveries and techniques 


random access /,rendom 'ækses/ 
noun the ability to access immediately 
memory locations in any order O Disk 
drives are random access, whereas mag- 
netic tape is sequential access memory. 


random access device /,rendom 
'ækses di,vais/ noun a device whose ac- 
cess time to retrieve data is not dependent 
on the location or type of data 


random access digital to analog 
converter /,rendom ,ekses ,did3it(a)l 
tə ,enalnog kan'v3:ta/ noun an electronic 
component on a video graphics adapter 
that converts the digital colour signals into 
electrical signals that are sent to the moni- 
tor. Abbr RAMDAC 


random access files /,rendom 
'ækses ,fatlz/ noun a file in which each 
item or record can be immediately ac- 
cessed by its address, without searching 
through the rest of the file, and is not de- 
pendent on the previous location 


random access memory /,rendom 
'ekses ,mem(a)ri/ noun full form of 
RAM 

random access storage /,rendom 
'ækses ,stoirid3/ noun a storage medium 
that allows access to any location in any 
order 

random number /,rendom 'nambo/ 
noun a number which cannot be predicted 
random number generation 
/,rendom 'nambo ,dzenarelf(a)n/ noun 
a method of creating a sequence of num- 
bers that appears to be random so that no 
number appears more often than another 
random number generator 
/rendom 'nambə ,dzenoreita/ noun a 
program that generates random numbers, 
used in lotteries, games, etc. 

random process /,rzendom 'prauses/ 
noun a system whose output cannot be re- 
lated to its input or internal structure 
random processing = _//,rendom 
‘prousesin/ noun the processing of data in 
the order required rather than the order in 
which it is stored 

range /reind3/ noun 1. a set of allowed 
values between a maximum and minimum 
2. (in a spreadsheet) a cell or group of 
cells o range left to move text to align it to 
the left margin W verb 1. to vary or to be 
different O The company’s products range 














from a cheap lapheld micro to a multista- 


tion mainframe. 2. to put text in order to 
one side 

range left /‘rernd3 left/ noun to move 
text to align it to the left margin 

rank /renk/ verb to sort data into an or- 
der, usually according to size or impor- 
tance 

rapid access /,repid 'ekses/ noun a 
device or memory whose access time is 
very short 

rapid access memory /,repid 
ekses 'mem(a)ri/ noun storage locations 
that can be read from or written to very 
quickly 

raster /'ræstə/ noun a system of scan- 
ning the whole of a CRT screen with a pic- 
ture beam by sweeping across it horizon- 
tally, moving down one pixel or line at a 
time 

raster font /'ræstə font/ noun a compu- 
ter font formed from pixels and based on a 
bit map 

raster graphics /'ræstə ,grafiks/ plu- 
ral noun graphics in which the picture is 
built up in lines across the screen or page 


raster image processor 
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raster image processor /,resto 
'tmid3 ,prəusesə/ noun raster which 
translates software instructions into an im- 
age or complete page which is then printed 
by the printer O An electronic page can be 
converted to a printer-readable video im- 
age by an on-board raster image proces- 
sor. Abbr RIP 

raster scan /'ræstə skæn/ noun one 
sweep of the picture beam horizontally 
across the front of a CRT screen 

rate /reit/ noun the quantity of data or 
tasks that can be processed in a set time O 
The processor’s instruction execution rate 
is better than the older version. 

rated throughput /,reitid ‘Oru:put/ 
noun the maximum throughput of a device 
which will still meet original specifica- 
tions 

rate of production /,reit ov pra 
'dakfən/ noun the speed at which items 
are made 

ratio /‘retfiav/ noun the proportion of 
one number to another O The ratio of 10 to 
Sis 2:1. 

rational number /,rzf(9)nol 'nambo/ 
noun a number that can be written as the 
ratio of two whole numbers O 24 over 7 is 
a rational number. 

raw data /ro: 'derta/ noun 1. pieces of 
information which have not been input 
into a computer system 2. data in a data- 
base which has to be processed to provide 
information to the user 3. unprocessed 
data 

raw mode /,ro: 'moud/ noun a method 
of accessing a file which, when data is read 
from the file, does not carry out any data 
translation or filtering 

ray tracing /re1 ‘tretstn/ noun (in 
graphics) a method of creating life-like 
computer-generated graphics which cor- 
rectly show shadows and highlights on an 
object to suggest the existence of a light 
source 

RD /,a: 'di:/ noun (in DOS) a command 
to remove an empty subdirectory. Full 
form remove directory 

RDBMS abbr relational database man- 
agement system 

react /ri'zekt/ verb n to react to some- 
thing to act in response to something O to 
react with something to change because a 
substance is present 

reaction time /ri'ekfon tarm/ noun 
same as access time 


























reactive mode /ri'zktrv maud/ nouna 
computer operating mode in which each 
entry by the user causes something to hap- 
pen but does not provide an immediate re- 
sponse 

read /ri:d/ verb 1. (of an electronic de- 
vice) to scan printed text O Can the OCR 
read typeset characters? 2. to retrieve data 
from a storage medium O This instruction 
reads the first record of a file. 


read in /,ri:d '1n/ verb to transfer data 
from an external source to main memory O 
The computer automatically read-in thirty 


values from the A/D converter. 


readable /‘ri:dab(9)l/ adjective that can 
be read or understood by someone or by an 
electronic device O The electronic page is 
converted to a printer-readable video im- 
age. 

read back check /'ri:d bæk ,tfek/ 
noun a system that ensures that data was 
correctly received, in which the transmit- 
ted data is sent back and checked against 
the original for any errors 

read cycle /ri:d 'sark(ə)l/ noun the pe- 
riod of time between address data being 
sent to a storage device and the data being 
returned 

reader /'ri:də/ noun a device that reads 
data stored on one medium and converts it 
into another form 

reader level /'ri:do ,lev(a)l/ noun (in 
authoring software) one of two modes that 
allows a user to run and interact with a 
multimedia application, but not modify it 
in any way 

read error /ri:d 'era/ noun an error that 
occurs during a read operation, often be- 
cause the stored data has been corrupted 
read head /,ri:d 'hed/ noun a transducer 
that reads signals stored on a magnetic me- 
dium and converts them back to their orig- 
inal electrical form 

reading /'ri:din/ noun a note taken of 
figures or degrees, especially of degrees 
on a scale 

readme file /‘ri:dmi farl/ noun a file 
that contains last-minute information 
about an application 

read only /‘ri:d ,aunli/ noun a device or 
circuit whose stored data cannot be 
changed 

read only attribute /ri:d ‘sunli 
etribju:t/ noun a special attribute at- 
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tached to a file which, when switched on, 
only allows the contents of the file to be 
viewed, the contents cannot be changed 
read only memory /,i:d_,ounli 
'mem(ə)ri/ noun a memory device that 
has had data written into it at the time of 
manufacture, and now its contents can 
only be read O The manufacturer provided 
the monitor program in two ROM chips. 
Abbr ROM 

readout /‘ri:daut/ noun a display of data 
O The readout displayed the time. 
readout device /'ri:daut dı,vars/ 
noun a device that allows information 
(numbers or characters) to be displayed 
read rate /,ri:d 'rert/ noun the number 
of bytes or bits that a reader can read in a 
certain time 

read/write channel /rixd 'rart 
,tfeen(a)l/ noun a channel that can carry 
signals travelling in two directions 
read/write cycle /,ri:d 'rart ,satk(o)l/ 
noun a sequence of events used to retrieve 
and store data 

read/write head /,ri:d 'rart hed/ noun 
same as combined head 

read/write memory /,ri:d rart 
'mem(9)ri/ noun a storage medium that 
can be written to and read from 

ready /'redi/ adjective waiting and able 
to be used O The green light indicates the 
system is ready for another program. 
ready state /‘redi stert/ noun the state 
of a communications line or device that is 
waiting to accept data 

Real /rral/ a trade name for a system used 
to transmit sound and video over the Inter- 
net, normally used to transmit live sound, 
e.g. from a radio station, over the Internet. 
ò plug-in, streaming data 

real address /rial a'dres/ noun an ab- 
solute address that directly accesses a 
memory location. Compare paged ad- 
dress 

RealAudio /,rral's:diau/ a trade name 
for a system used to transmit sound, usual- 
ly live, over the Internet 

realise /'rialaiz/, realise the palette 
verb to select a particular set of colours for 
a 256-colour palette and use this palette 
when displaying an image, normally by 
mapping the colours in a logical palette 
into the system palette 

real memory /rrəl 'mem(ə)ri/ noun the 
actual physical memory that can be ad- 
dressed by a CPU. Compare virtual mem- 
ory 


RealNames /,r1al'nermz/ a system of 
assigning a trade name or descriptive 
name to a website address 

real number /rial 'nambo/ noun (in 
computing) a number that is represented 
with a fractional part, or a number repre- 
sented in floating point notation 

real time /‘rial tarm/ noun the instant 
nature of the responses of some computer 
system to events, changes and other stimu- 
li O A navigation system needs to be able 
to process the position of a ship in real 
time and take suitable action before it hits 
a rock. 


‘Quotron provides real-time quotes, news and analy- 
sis on equity securities through a network of 40,000 
terminals to US brokers and investors.’ [Computing] 
‘...define a real-time system as any system which is 
expected to interact with its environment within cer- 
tain timing constraints’ [British Telecom Technolo- 
gy Journal] 


real-time animation /,r1ol taim ,zenr 
‘merf(a)n/ noun an animation in which 
objects appear to move at the same speed 
as they would in real life. Real-time ani- 
mation requires display hardware capable 
of displaying a sequence with tens of dif- 
ferent images every second. 

real-time authorisation /,r1ol tarm 
o:Oarar'zerf(a)n/, real-time authenti- 
cation /,riol taim ,o:0enti'kerf(9)n/ 
noun an online system that can check the 
authenticity and validity of a customer’s 
credit card within a few seconds, allowing 
the Internet shop to deliver goods or con- 
firm an order immediately 

real-time clock /,r1ol tarm 'klok/ noun 
a clock in a computer that provides the 
correct time of day 

real-time input /,rrol taim 'mput/ 
noun data input to a system as it happens 
or is required 

real-time multi-tasking /,r1ol tarm 
‘malti,ta:skin/ noun the process of exe- 
cuting several real-time tasks simultane- 
ously without slowing the execution of any 
of the processes 

real-time operating system /,rrəl 
tarm 'pporeitin ,sıstəm/ noun an operat- 
ing system designed to control a real-time 
system or process-control system 
real-time processing /,r1ol tarım 
‘prousesin/ noun processing operations 
that take place instantly 

real-time simulation /,r1ol tarım 
simju'lerf(a)n/ noun a computer model 
of a process where each process is execut- 
ed in a similar time to the real process 


real-time system 
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real-time system /'rial tarm ,ststom/ 
noun a computer system that responds in- 
stantly to events, changes and other stimuli 
real time transport protocol /,rrol 
tam 'treenspo:t ,proutoknpl/ noun a data 
transport protocol developed by the IETF 
that provides guaranteed data delivery 
over a network that does not normally pro- 
vide this quality of service. Abbr RTP 
real-time video /,r1oal tarm 'vidiou/ 
noun full form of RTV 

reboot /ri:'bu:t/ verb to reload an oper- 
ating system during a computing session O 
We rebooted and the files reappeared. ù 
boot 

recall /rr'ko:l/ noun the process of bring- 
ing back text or files from store W verb to 
bring back text or files from store for edit- 
ing 

receipt notification /ri'sit 
noutifikerf(a)n/ noun a feature of many 
electronic mail applications that will send 
an automatic message to confirm that the 
recipient has received the message 
receive /r1'si:v/ verb to accept data from 
a communications link O The computer re- 
ceived data via the telephone line. 
receive only /r1,si:v 'əunli/ noun full 
form of RO 

receiver /ri'sitva/ noun an electronic 
device that can detect transmitted signals 
and present them in a suitable form 
receiver register /ri'si:va ,red3Istə/ 
noun a temporary storage register for data 
inputs, before processing 
re-chargeable battery frit 
\tfardzab(a)l 'beet(a)ri/ noun a battery 
that can be used to supply power, and then 
have its charge replenished O A re-charge- 
able battery is used for RAM back-up 
when the system is switched off. 
reciprocal link /r1,stprok(a)l 'lmk/ 
noun a link connecting two websites and 
working in both directions so that each site 
is effectively providing advertising space 
for the other 

recode /ri:'kaud/ verb to code a pro- 
gram which has been coded for one sys- 
tem, so that it will work on another 
recognisable /‘rekagnaizob(a)I/, rec- 
ognizable adjective which can be recog- 
nised 

recognise /'rekog,naiz/, recognize 
verb to see something and remember that 
it has been seen before O The scanner will 
recognize most character fonts. 


recognition /,rekog'nif(9)n/ noun a 
process that allows something such as let- 
ters on a printed text or bars on bar codes 
to be recognised, 

recognition logic /,rekog'nif(9)n 
lnd31k/ noun logical software used in 
OCR, AI, etc. 

recompile /,ri:kom'patl/ verb to com- 
pile a source program again, usually after 
changes or debugging 

reconfiguration /,ri:konfigo'rerf(9)n/ 
noun the process of altering the structure 
of data in a system 

reconfigure /,ri:kon'figo/ verb to alter 
the structure of data in a system O I recon- 


figured the field structure in the file. ò con- 


figure, set up 

reconstitute /ri:'konstitju:t/ verb to 
return a file to a previous state, usually to 
restore a file after a crash or corruption 
record noun /'reko:d/ a set of items of 
related data O Your record contains sever- 
al fields that have been grouped together 
under the one heading. @ verb /r1'ko:d/ to 
store data or signals O Record the results 
in this column. 

recordable CD /rr,ko:dəb(ə)l si: 'di:/ 
noun full form of CD-R 

record button /ri'ko:d ,bat(a)n/ noun 
a key pressed on a recorder when ready to 
record signals onto a medium 

record count /'reko:d kaunt/ noun the 
number of records within a stored file 
recorder /ri'ko:da/ noun equipment 
able to transfer input signals onto a storage 
medium 


COMMENT: The signal recorded is not always 
in the same form as the input signal. Many re- 
corders record a modulated carrier signal for 
better quality. A recorder is usually combined 
with a suitable playback circuit since the read 
and write heads are often the same physical 
device. 


record format /‘reko:d fo:mzet/ noun 
the organisation and length of separate 
fields in a record 

record gap /'reko:d gep/ noun a blank 
section of magnetic tape between two con- 
secutive records 

record head /re'ko:d ,hed/ noun a 
transducer that converts an electrical sig- 
nal into a magnetic field to write the data 
onto a magnetic medium. Also called 
write head 

recording /ri'ko:diy/ noun the action of 
storing signals or data 

recording density /ri'ko:din 
,densiti/ noun same as packing density 
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recording indicator = /ri'ko:din 
ndikertd/ noun a light or symbol that 
shows when a device is recording 
recording level /ri'ko:din_,lev(a)I/ 
noun the amplification of an input signal 
before it is recorded 

record layout /,reko:d ‘leraut/ noun 
same as record format 

record length /‘reko:d len®/ noun the 
total number of characters contained in the 
various fields within a stored record 
record locking /‘reko:d Ink1n/ noun 
(in a multiuser system) a software method 
of preventing more than one user writing 
data to a record at the same time. The first 
user’s software sets a locked flag for the 
record during write operations, preventing 
other users from corrupting data by also 
writing data. 

recordset /'reko:dset/ noun a group of 
records selected from a main database by a 
filter, search or query 

records manager /'rekordz 
»mzenid39/ noun a program which main- 
tains records and can access and process 
them to provide information 

record structure /'reko:d ,straktfoa/ 
noun a list of the fields that make up a 
record, together with their length and data 
type 

recover /r1'kavo/ verb to get back some- 
thing which has been lost O It is possible 
to recover the data but it can take a long 
time. 

recoverable error /ri,kav(o)rab(o)l 
'erə/ noun an error type that allows pro- 
gram execution to be continued after it has 
occurred 

recovery /ri'kav(a)ri/ noun 1. the proc- 
ess of returning to normal operating after a 
fault 2. the process of getting back some- 
thing that has been lost O The recovery of 
lost files can be carried out using the re- 
covery procedure. 

recovery procedure /ri'kav(o)ri pra 
,Sird39/ noun the processes required to re- 
turn a system to normal operation after an 
error 

recursion /r1'k3:3(9)n/ noun a subrou- 
tine in a program that calls itself during ex- 
ecution. Also called recursive routine 
recursive call /ri,ka:stv 'ko:l/ noun a 
subroutine that calls itself when it is run 
recursive routine /ri,ks:srv 'ru:ti:n/ 
noun same as recursion 

Recycle Bin /ri:'satk(o)l bin/ noun a 
folder in Windows 95 where deleted files 


are automatically stored, with an icon on 
the Desktop that looks like a wastepaper 
bin 

red, green, blue /,red gri:n 'blu:/ 
noun the three colour picture beams used 
in a colour TV 


COMMENT: There are three colour guns pro- 
ducing red, green and blue beams acting on 
groups of three phosphor dots at each pixel 
location. 


red, green, blue display /,red grin 
‘plu: di,sple1/ noun full form of RGB 
display 

red book audio /,red buk 'o:diau/ 
noun» compact disc-digital audio 
redefinable /,ri:di'fainab(9)l/ adjec- 
tive which can be redefined 

redefine /,ri:di'fatn/ verb to change the 
function or value assigned to a variable or 
object O We redefined the initial parame- 
ters. o to redefine a key to change the 
function of a programmable key O J have 
redefined this key to display the figure five 
when pressed. 


“...one especially useful command lets you redefine 
the printer’s character-translation table’ [Byte] 


redirect /,ri:dat'rekt/ verb 1. to send a 
message to its destination by another route 
2. (in DOS and UNIX operating systems) 
to treat the output of one program as input 
for another program 

redirection /,ri:dat'rekfan/ noun the 
process of sending a message to its desti- 
nation by another route O Call forwarding 
is automatic redirection of calls. 
redirect operator, redirection opera- 
tor noun a character used by an operating 
system to indicate that the output of one 
program is to be sent as input to another 
redliner /'redlaınə/ noun a feature of 
workgroup or word-processor software 
that allows a user to highlight text in a dif- 
ferent colour 

redo from start /,ri:du: from 'sta:t/ 
verb to start something again from the be- 
ginning 

reduce /ri'dju:s/ verb to convert raw 
data into a more compact form which can 
then be easily processed 

reduced instruction set computer 
/ri,djurst In,strakfan set kom'pju:ta/ 
noun full form of RISC 

redundancy /ri'dandonsi/ noun the 
process of providing extra components in 
a system in case there is a breakdown 
redundancy checking /ri'dandonsi 
tfekıy/ noun the checking of received 














redundant 
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data for correct redundant codes to detect 
any errors 

redundant /ri'dandont/ adjective 1. re- 
ferring to data that can be removed without 
losing any information O The parity bits 
on the received data are redundant and 
can be removed. 2. referring to an extra 
piece of equipment kept ready for a task in 
case of faults 

redundant array of inexpensive 
disks /r1,dandont Ə rer əv 
JIntkspensrv 'disks/ noun full form of 
RAID 

redundant character /rı,dandənt 
'kærıktə/ noun a character added to a 
block of characters for error detection or 
protocol purposes. It carries no informa- 
tion. 

redundant code /ri'dandont kəud/ 
nouna check bit or item of data added to a 
block of data for error detection purposes. 
It carries no information. 

reel to reel /,ri:l ta 'ri:l/ noun the proc- 
ess of copying one tape of data onto anoth- 
er magnetic tape 

reel to reel recorder /,ri:l to ri:l rr 
'‘korda/ noun a magnetic tape recording 
machine that uses tape held on one reel 
and feeds it to a pick-up reel 

re-entrant program /koud/, re-en- 
trant code, re-entrant routine /ru:'ti:n/ 
noun one program or code shared by many 
users in a multi-user system. It can be in- 
terrupted or called again by another user 
before it has finished its previous run, and 
will return to the point at which it was in- 
terrupted when it has finished that run. 
re-entry /rei ‘entri/ noun the process of 
calling a routine from within that routine, 
or of running a program from within that 
program 

re-entry point /,ri: 'entri ,pomnt/ noun 
a point in a program or routine where it is 
re-entered 

reference /'ref(9)rans/ noun 1. a value 
used as a starting point for other values, of- 
ten zero 2. the act of mentioning or dealing 
with something m verb to access a location 
in memory O The access time taken to ref- 
erence an item in memory is short. 
reference address /'ref(s)rans ə 
idres/ noun the initial address in a pro- 
gram used as an origin or base for others 
reference file /'ref(ə)rəns farl/ noun a 
file of data which is kept so that it can be 
referred to 


reference instruction /‘ref(a)rans in 
/Strakfon/ noun a command that provides 
access to sorted or stored data 


reference list /‘ref(a)rons list/ noun a 
list of routines or instructions and their lo- 
cation within a program 

reference mark /'ref(ə)rəns ma:k/ 
noun a printed symbol that indicates the 
presence of a note or reference not in the 
text 


reference program table 
/,ref(a)rons 'praugrem ,terb(a)l/ noun a 
list produced by a compiler or system of 
the location, size and type of the variables, 
routines and macros within a program 
reference retrieval system 
/,ref(a)rons ri'trizv(a)l ,ststom/ noun an 
index that provides a reference to a docu- 
ment 


reference table /‘ref(a)rans ,terb(ə)l/ 
noun a list of ordered items 

reference time /'ref(ə)jrəns tarm/ 
noun a point in time that is used as an ori- 
gin for further timings or measurements 


reflectance /ri'flektons/ noun the dif- 
ference between the amount of light or sig- 
nal incident and the amount that is reflect- 
ed back from a surface. Opposite ab- 
sorptance (NOTE: the opposite is 
absorptance) 

reflected code /ri'flektd koud/ noun a 
coding system in which the binary repre- 
sentation of decimal numbers changes by 
only one bit at a time from one number to 
the next 


reformat /,ri:'fo:mzt/ verb to format a 
disk that already contains data, and erasing 
the data by doing so O Do not reformat 
your hard disk unless you can’t do any- 
thing else. 

reformatting /ri:'formzetin/ noun the 
act of formatting a disk which already con- 
tains data O Reformatting destroys all the 
data on a disk. } format 


refraction /r1'frakfan/ noun the appar- 
ent bending of light or sound that occurs 
when it travels through a material 


refresh /ri'fref/ verb to update regularly 
the contents of dynamic RAM by reading 
and rewriting stored data to ensure data is 
retained O memory refresh signal 
refresh cycle /ri'freJ ,satk(9)l/ noun 
the period of time during which a control- 
ler updates the contents of dynamic RAM 
chips 
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refresh rate /ri'fref rert/ noun the 
number of times every second that the im- 
age on a CRT is redrawn 


‘Philips autoscan colour monitor, the 4CM6099, has 
SVGA refresh rates of 72Hz (800 x 600) and EVGA 
refresh rates of 70Hz (1,024 x 768).’ [Computing] 


regenerate /ri'd3ena,reit/ verb 1. to 
redraw an image on a screen many times a 
second so that it remains visible 2. to re- 
ceive distorted signals, process and error 
check them, then retransmit the same data 
regenerative memory [ri 
\dzenorativ 'mem(a)ri/ noun a storage 
medium whose contents need to be regu- 
larly refreshed to retain its contents O Dy- 
namic RAM is regenerative memory — it 
needs to be refreshed every 250ns. 
regenerative reading /r1,d3enorativ 
'ri:din/ noun a reading operation that au- 
tomatically regenerates and rewrites the 
data back into memory 

regenerator /ri:'d3enoreita/ noun a 
device used in communications that ampli- 
fies or regenerates a received signal and 
transmits it on. Regenerators are often 
used to extend the range of a network. 
region /'ri:d3an/ noun a special or re- 
served area of memory or program or 
screen 

regional breakpoint /,ri:d3(0)nol 
‘bretkpoint/ noun a breakpoint that can 
be inserted anywhere within a program 
that is being debugged. ù breakpoint, de- 
bug 

region fill /‘ri:d3(9)n f1l/ noun the proc- 
ess of filling an area of the screen or a 
graphics shape with a particular colour 
register /'red3rstə/ noun 1. a special lo- 
cation within a CPU that is used to hold 
data and addresses to be processed in a 
machine code operation 2. a reserved 
memory location used for special storage 
purposes W verb to react to a stimulus 
register addressing /,red3isto ə 
'dresıy/ noun an instruction whose ad- 
dress field contains the register in which 
the operand is stored 

register file /‘red31sta fatl/ noun a 
number of registers used for temporary 
storage 

register length /'red31sto len6/ noun 
the number of bits that make up a register 
register map /'red3isto mzep/ noun a 
display of the contents of all the registers 
Registry /‘red3istri/ noun a database of 
information about configuration and pro- 


gram settings that forms the basis of Win- 
dows 
regulate /'regjulert/ verb to control a 
process, usually using sensors and a feed- 
back mechanism 
regulated power supply 
/,regjuleitid 'pava so,plat/ noun a con- 
stant, controlled voltage or current source 
whose output will not vary with input sup- 
ply variation 

COMMENT: A regulated power supply is re- 


quired for all computers where components 
cannot withstand voltage variations. 


rehyphenation /ri:,harfə'nerf(ə)n/ 
noun the process of changing the hyphen- 
ation of words in a text after it has been put 
into a new page format or line width 
rejection error /ri'd3ekfan ,era/ noun 
an error by a scanner which cannot read a 
character and so leaves a blank 

rekey /ri:'ki:/ verb to use a keyboard to 
re-enter lost text or data into a computer or 
to input text or data in a different form 
relational database /r1,le1f(9)n(o0)l 
‘deitobeis/, relational database man- 
agement system noun a database in 
which all the items of data can be intercon- 
nected. Data is retrieved by using one item 
of data to search for a related field. O Ifyou 
search the relational database for the sur- 
name, you can pull out his salary from the 
related accounts database. Abbr RDBMS 
relational operator /r1,lerf(o)n(0)l 
‘pporeita/ noun a symbol that compares 
two items 

relational query = /ri,lerf(o)n(o)l 
'kwiori/ noun a database query that con- 
tains relational operators O The relational 
query ‘find all men under 35 years old’ 
will not work on this system. 

relative address /,relotiv o'dres/ 
noun a location specified in relation to a 
reference or base address 

relative coding /‘relativ kndin/ noun 
the writing of a program using relative ad- 
dress instructions 

relative coordinates /,relotiv kəu 
'o1dinots/ plural noun positional informa- 
tion given in relation to a reference point 
relative data /,relotiv 'dertə/ noun 
data that gives new coordinate information 
relative to previous coordinates 

relative error /,relotiv 'erə/ noun the 
difference between a number and its cor- 
rect value, caused by rounding off 
relative pointing device /,relotiv 
‘pointin di,vais/ noun an input device, 


relative-time clock 
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e.g. a mouse, in which the movement of a 
pointer on screen is relative to the move- 
ment of the input device 

relative-time clock /,relotiv tarım 
'klok/ noun regular pulses that allow soft- 
ware in a computer to calculate the real 
time 

relay /‘ri:le1/ noun an electromagnetical- 
ly controlled switch O There is a relay in 
the circuit. W verb to receive data from one 
source and then retransmit it to another 
point O All messages are relayed through 
this small micro. 

release /ri'li:s/ noun 1. a version of a 
product O The latest software is release 5. 
2. the shape of a sound signal that shows 
the speed at which a sound signal decreas- 
es in strength after a note has stopped play- 
ing. ù decay ™ verb 1. to put a new prod- 
uct on the market 2. (of software) to relin- 
quish control of a block of memory or file 
release number /r1'li:s ,nambə/ noun 
the number of the version of a product 
release rate /r1'li:s rett/ noun the speed 
at which a sound signal decreases in 
strength after a note has stopped playing. ù 
decay 

reliability /r1,lata'biltti/ noun the abili- 
ty of a device to function as intended, effi- 
ciently and without failure O Jt has an ex- 
cellent reliability record. 

reliable /ri'latab(9)l/ adjective which 
can be trusted to work properly O The ear- 
ly versions of the software were not com- 
pletely reliable. 

reliable connection /rı,larob(o)l ko 
'nekfən/ noun a connection between two 
modems that are both using an error cor- 
rection protocol to ensure that data is 
transmitted without errors 

reload /ri:'laud/ verb to load something 
again O We reloaded the program after the 
crash. ù load 

relocatable /,ri:lou'keitab(a)l/ adjec- 
tive which can be moved to another area of 
memory without affecting its operation 
relocatable program 
/,rilaukettab(a)l 'praugreem/ noun a 
computer program that can be loaded into 
and executed from any area of memory O 
The operating system can load and run a 
relocatable program from any area of 
memory. 

relocate /,ri:lou'kert/ verb to move data 
from one area of storage to another O The 
data is relocated during execution. 


relocation /,ri:lou'kerf(9)n/ noun the 
process of moving to another area in mem- 
ory 

relocation constant /,ri:lou'ke1f(9)n 
.konstont/ noun a quantity added to all 
addresses to move them to another section 
of memory, equal to the new base address 
REM /rem/ noun a statement in a BASIC 
program that is ignored by the interpreter, 
allowing the programmer to write explan- 
atory notes. Full form remark 
remainder /r1'metmdo/ noun a number 
equal to the dividend minus the product of 
the quotient and divider O 7 divided by 3 is 
equal to 2 remainder 1. Compare quo- 
tient 

remark /r1'mazk/ noun full form of REM 
remedial maintenance /r1,mi:dial 
‘meintonons/ noun maintenance to repair 
faults which have developed in a system 
remote /ri'mout/ adjective referring to 
communications with a computer at a dis- 
tance from the systems centre O Users can 
print reports on remote printers. 

remote access /ri,mout 'ækses/ noun 
a link that allows a user to access a compu- 
ter from a distance, normally using a mo- 
dem 

remote client /ri,mout 'klaront/ noun 
a user who is accessing mail without being 
connected to the mail server’s local net- 
work 

remote console /ri,mout 'konsoul/ 
noun an input/output device located away 
from the computer. Data is sent between 
the two by line or modem. 

remote control /ri,mout kon'troul/ 
noun a system that allows a remote user to 
control a computer from a distance 
remote control software /ri,mout 
kon'traul ,softweə/ noun software that 
runs on a local computer and a remote 
computer allowing a user to control the re- 
mote computer 

remote device /ri,mout di'vats/ noun 
same as remote console 

remote job entry /ri,mout d3pb 
‘entri/ noun full form of RJE 

remote procedure call /r1,mout pra 
'sird3a ,ko:l/ noun full form of RPC 
remote station /ri,mout 'sterf(ə)n/ 
noun a communications station that can be 
controlled by a central computer 

remote terminal /ri,mout 't3:min(9)I/ 
noun a computer terminal connected to a 
distant computer system 
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removable /ri'mu:vab(9)l/ adjective 
which can be removed O a removable hard 
disk 

removable Winchester iri 
smurvab(a)l 'Jıntfestə/ noun a small 
hard disk in a sealed unit, which can be de- 
tached from a computer when full or when 
not required 

remove directory /rımu:v dar 
'rekt(9)ri/ noun full form of RD 

REN /ren/ nouna number that defines the 
load a device places on a telephone net- 
work. Full form ringer equivalence 
number 

rename /rit'ne1m/ verb to give a new 
name to a file 

render /'rendə/ verb to colour and shade 
a graphic object so that it looks solid and 
real O We rendered the wire-frame model. 
renumber /‘riznambo/ noun a feature of 
some computer languages which allows 
the programmer to allocate new values to 
all or some of a program’s line numbers. ù 
line number 

reorganise /ri:'o:ganaiz/, reorganize 
verb to organise something again or in a 
different way O Wait while the spelling 
checker database is being reorganized. 
repaginate /ri:'‘ped3ineit/ verb to 
change the lengths of pages of text before 
they are printed O The text was repaginat- 
ed with a new line width. 

repagination /rit,peed3r'nerf(a)n/ 
noun the action of changing pages lengths 
O The dtp package allows simple repagi- 
nation. 

repeat counter /r1,pi:t '‘kaunto/ noun 
a register that holds the number of times a 
routine or task has been repeated 
repeater /r1'pi:to/ noun a device used in 
communications that amplifies or regener- 
ates a received signal and transmits it on. 
Regenerators are often used to extend the 
range of a network, while the repeater 
works at the physical layer of the OSI net- 
work model. ò bridge, OSI, router 
repeating group /ri'pi:tiy gru:p/ 
noun a pattern of data that is duplicated in 
a bit stream 

repeat key /ri'pi:t ki:/ noun a key ona 
keyboard which repeats the character 
pressed 

repeat rate /ri'pi:t rert/ noun the 
number of times that a character will be 
entered on screen if you press and hold 
down one key on the keyboard 


reperforator /ri:'ps:foreits/ noun a 
machine that punches paper tape accord- 
ing to received signals 

reperforator transmitter /ri: 
'p3ifərertə trænz,mıtə/ noun a reperfo- 
rator and a punched tape transmitter con- 
nected together 

repertoire /'‘repo,twa:/ noun the range 
of functions of a device or software O The 
manual describes the full repertoire. 
repetitive letter /ri,petotiv 'letə/ 
noun a form letter or standard letter into 
which the details of each addressee are in- 
serted 

repetitive strain injury /r1,petitiv 
‘strein ,Ind3ori/, repetitive stress inju- 
ry noun pain in the arm, wrist or hands felt 
by someone who performs the same move- 
ment many times over a certain period, as 
when operating a computer. Abbr RSI 
replace /ri'plets/ verb to find a certain 
item of data and put another in its place. ù 
search and replace 

replace mode /r1'plets maud/ noun an 
interactive computer mode in which new 
text entered replaces any previous text 
replay noun /'ri:plet/ the playing back or 
reading back of data or a signal from a re- 
cording m verb /rit'plei/ to play back 
something that has been recorded 
replenish /ri'plenif/ verb to charge a 
battery with electricity again 
replication /,repli'ke1f(a)n/ noun 1. 
extra components in a system provided in 
case there is a breakdown or fault in one 2. 
the process of copying a record or data to 
another location 

reply /r1'plat/ verb to answer an electron- 
ic mail message 

report generator Iri poit 
‘dgenoreita/ noun software that allows 
data from database files to be merged with 
a document, in the form of graphs or ta- 
bles, in order to provide a complete report 
report program generator /ri'po:t 
\prougrem ,dzenoreits/ noun a pro- 
gramming language used mainly on per- 
sonal computers for the preparation of 
business reports, allowing data in files, da- 
tabases, etc., to be included. Abbr RPG 
reproduce /,ri:pro'dju:s/ verb to copy 
data or text from one material or medium 
to another similar one 

reprogram /ri:'prougrem/ verb to alter 
a program so that it can be run on another 
type of computer 


request for comment 
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request for comment /ri,kwest fo 
'koment/ noun full form of RFC 
request to send /ri,kwest tə 'send/ 
noun a signal used in an RS-232C serial 
port to control the flow of data from anoth- 
er device, e.g. amodem. When the compu- 
ter is ready to receive more data, it sends a 
RTS signal to the modem that replies with 
a signal on the CTS pin of the RS-232C 
connector and then sends the next batch of 
data to the computer. Abbr RTS 

request to send signal /r1,kwest to 
‘send ,sign(a)l/ noun a signal sent by a 
transmitter to a receiver asking if the re- 
ceiver is ready to accept data, used in the 
RS232C serial connection. Abbr RTS 
requirements /ri'kwatomonts/ noun 
things which are needed O Memory re- 
quirements depend on the application soft- 
ware in use. 

re-route /ri: ru:t/ verb to send some- 
thing by a different route 

rerun /,ri:'ran/ verb to run a program or 
a printing job again 

rerun point /'ri:ran pormt/ noun a 
place in the program from where to start a 
running again after a crash or halt 

res /rez/ noun same as resolution 
resample /ri:'sa:mp(a)I/ verb to change 
the number of pixels used to make up an 
image 

resave /ri:'serv/ verb to save a document 
or file again O It automatically resaves the 
text. 

rescue dump /reskju: damp/ noun 
data automatically saved on disk when a 
computer fault occurs. The rescue dump 
describes the state of the system at that 
time, and is used to help in debugging. 
research /ri's3:tf/ noun scientific in- 
vestigation carried out in order to learn 
new facts about a field of study 
research and development /r1,s3:t J 
an di'velapmont/ noun full form of R & 
D 

reserved character = /r1,z3:vd 
‘keerikta/ noun a special character which 
is used by the operating system or which 
has a particular function to control an op- 
erating system and cannot be used for oth- 
er uses 

reserved sector /ri,z3:vd_ 'sekto/ 
noun the area of disk space that is used 
only for control data storage 

reserved word /r1'z3:vd wa:d/ noun a 
word or phrase used as an identifier in a 
programming language. It performs a par- 


ticular operation or instruction and so can- 
not be used for other purposes by the pro- 
grammer or user. 

reset /,ri:'set/ verb 1. to return a system 
to its initial state, in order to allow a pro- 
gram or process to be started again 2. to set 
a register or counter to its initial state O 
When it reaches 999 this counter resets to 
zero. 


COMMENT: Hard reset is similar to soft reset 
but with a few important differences. Hard re- 
set is a switch that directly signals the CPU, 
while soft reset signals the operating system; 
hard reset clears all memory contents, while a 
soft reset does not affect memory contents; 
hard reset should always reset the system, 
while a soft reset does not always work if the 
operating system has been upset in a signifi- 
cant way. 


reset button /,ri:,set 'bat(a)n/, reset 
key noun a switch that allows a program 
to be terminated and reset manually 
reshape handle /'ri:ferp ,hend(o)l/ 
noun (in a GUI) a small square displayed 
on a frame around an object or image that 
a user can select and drag to change the 
shape of the frame or graphical object 
resident /'rezid(a)nt/ adjective refer- 
ring to data or a program that is always in 
a computer 

resident engineer /,rezid(o)nt ,end31 
'n1ə/ noun an engineer who works perma- 
nently for one company 

resident fonts /,rezid(o)nt ‘fontz/ 
plural noun font data which is always 
present in a printer or device and which 
does not have to be downloaded 
resident software / rezıd(ə)nt 
'‘spftweo/ noun a program that is held per- 
manently in memory (whilst the machine 
is on) 

residual /ri'zidjuol/ adjective remain- 
ing after the rest or the others have disap- 
peared or have been dealt with 

residual error rate /rı,zıdjuəl ‘era 
\reit/ noun the ratio between incorrect and 
undetected received data and total data 
transmitted 

residue check /'rez1,dju: tfek/ noun 
an error detection check in which the re- 
ceived data is divided by a set number and 
the remainder is checked against the re- 
quired remainder 

resist /ri'zist/ noun a substance used to 
protect a pattern of tracks on a PCB, which 
is not affected by etching chemicals. ù 
photoresist 

resolution /,reza'lu:f(a)n/ noun the 
number of pixels that a screen or printer 
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can display per unit area O The resolution 
of most personal computer screens is not 
much more than 70 dpi (dots per inch). 
Also called res 


‘Group IV fax devices can send a grey or colour A4 
page in about four seconds, at a maximum resolution 
of 15.7 lines per millimetre over an Integrated Serv- 
ices Digital Network circuit.’ [Computing] 


resolving power /ri'zplvin_,pavo/ 
noun a measurement of the ability of an 
optical system to detect fine black lines on 
a white background, given as the number 
of lines per millimetre 

resonance /'rez(9)nons/ noun a situa- 
tion in which a body oscillates with a very 
large amplitude because the frequency ap- 
plied to it is the same as its natural fre- 
quency 

resource /r1'zo:s/ noun a useful device, 
product, program or graphic object 
resource allocation [t1'zo1s 
,elakerf(a)n/ noun the process of divid- 
ing available resources in a system be- 
tween jobs 

resource fork /ri'zo:s fo:k/ noun (in 
an Apple Macintosh) one of two forks of a 
file. The resource fork contains resources 
such as fonts, codes or icons that the file 
needs. 

resource interchange file format 
/r1,zors ,Intatfemdz ‘fail ,formeet/ noun 
full form of RIFF 

resource sharing /ri'zo:s_,feorrn/ 
noun the use of one resource in a network 
or system by several users 

response frame /ri'spons_freim/ 
noun a page in a videotext system that al- 
lows a user to enter data 

response position /ri'spons po 
,Z1J(a)n/ noun the area of a form that is to 
be used for optical mark reading data 
response time /ri'sppns tarm/ noun 
1. the time which passes between the user 
starting an action, by pressing a key, and 
the result appearing on the screen 2. the 
speed with which a system responds to a 
stimulus 

restart /ri'sta:t/ verb to start something 
again O First try to restart your system. 
restore /ri'sto:/ verb to put something 
back into an earlier state 


‘...first you have to restore the directory that con- 
tains the list of deleted files’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


restrict /r1'strikt/ verb to keep some- 
thing within a certain limit 

restriction /ri'strikf(9)n/ noun some- 
thing that restricts data flow or access 


result /r1'zalt/ noun the answer or out- 
come of an arithmetic or logical operation 


result code /r1'zalt kaud/ noun a mes- 
sage sent from a modem to the local com- 
puter indicating the state of the modem 


resume /ri'zju:m/ verb to restart the 
program from the point where it was left, 
without changing any data 


retrain /,ri:'trem/ verb to re-establish a 
better quality connection when the quality 
of a line is very bad 


retrieval /ri'tri:v(9)l/ noun the process 
of searching, locating and recovering in- 
formation from a file or storage device 


retrieve /ri'tri:v/ verb to extract infor- 
mation from a file or storage device O 
These are the records retrieved in that 
search. 


retro- /retrau/ prefix relating to an earlier 
time, state, or stage of development 


retrofit /‘retrau,fit/ noun a new device 
or accessory added to an existing system to 
upgrade it 


retrospective parallel running 
/,retrauspektiv 'pærəlel ,ranin/ noun 
running a new computer system with old 
data to check if it is accurate 


retrospective search 
/,retrauspektiv 's3:tf/ noun a search of 
documents on a certain subject since a cer- 
tain date 


return /ri'ts:n/ noun 1. an instruction 
that causes program execution to return to 
the main program from a subroutine O The 
program is not working because you 
missed out the return instruction at the end 
of the subroutine. 2. a key on a keyboard 
used to indicate that all the required data 
has been entered O You type in your name 
and code number then press return. 3. the 
indication of an end of line (in printing) 


return address /ri'tsn 9,dres/ noun 
the address to be returned to after a called 
routine finishes 
COMMENT: The return address is put on the 
stack by the call instruction and provides the 
address of the instruction after the call, which 
is to be returned to after the called routine has 
finished. 
return to zero signal /ri,ts:n to 
'ZIƏrəU ,Ssign(a)l/ noun a recording refer- 
ence mark taken as the level of unmagnet- 
ised tape 
reveal /r1'vi:l/ verb to display previously 
hidden information once a condition has 
been met 


reverb 
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reverb, reverberation noun a musical 
effect that gives the impression of depth in 
the sound 


reverse /ri'v3:s/ verb to go or travel in 
the opposite direction 
*...the options are listed on the left side of the screen, 
with active options shown at the top left in reverse 
video’ [PC User] 
reverse channel /ri,v3:s 'tfæn(ə)l/ 
noun a low speed control data channel be- 
tween a receiver and transmitter 
reverse characters /TI,V3Is 
'kærıktəz/ plural noun characters which 
are displayed in the opposite way to other 
characters for emphasis 
reverse engineering /ri,v3:s ,end31 
‘niorin/ noun a method of product design 
in which the finished item is analysed to 
determine how it should be constructed 
reverse index /r1,v3:s 'indeks/ noun 
the movement of a printer head up half a 
line to print superscripts 
reverse interrupt /ri,v3:s ‘mntorapt/ 
noun a signal sent by a receiver to request 
the termination of transmissions 
reverse polarity /ri,v3:s pou'leriti/ 
nouna situation in an electric or electronic 
circuit in which the positive and negative 
terminals have been confused, resulting in 
the equipment not functioning 
reverse Polish notation /r1,v3:s 
\poulif nau'terf(a)n/ noun mathematical 
operations written in a logical way, so that 
the operator appears after the numbers to 
be acted upon, removing the need for 
brackets. Abbr RPN 
reverse video /ri,v3:s 'vidiau/ noun a 
screen display mode in which white and 
black are reversed and colours are comple- 
mented 
revert command /ri'v3:t ko,ma:nd/ 
noun a command in text that returns a for- 
matted page to its original state 
revise /r1'vaiz/ verb to update or correct 
a version of a document or file 
rewind /,ri:'warnd/ verb to return a tape 
or film or counter to its starting point O 
The tape rewinds onto the spool automati- 
cally. 
RF, R/F noun the electromagnetic spec- 
trum that lies between the frequency range 
10KHz and 3000GHz. Full form radio 
frequency 
RFC /,a: ef 'si:/ noun a document that 
contains information about a proposed 
new standard and asks users to look at the 


document and make any comments. Full 
form request for comment 

RF shielding /,a: ef 'fi:ldin/ noun thin 
metal foil wrapped around a cable that pre- 
vents the transmission of radio frequency 
interference signals O Without RF shield- 
ing, the transmitted signal would be dis- 
torted by the interference. 

RGB /,a: d3i: 'bi:/ nouna high-definition 
monitor system that uses three separate in- 
put signals controlling red, green and blue 
colour picture beams. Full form red, 
green, blue 


COMMENT: There are three colour guns pro- 
ducing red, green and blue beams acting on 
groups of three phosphor dots at each pixel 
location. 


RGB display /‘monito/, RGB monitor 
noun a monitor that uses RGB 

ribbon cable /‘riban ,kerb(9)l/ noun 
same as tape cable 

rich e-mail /,ritf ‘i: merl/ noun an e- 
mail that has a voice message attached to it 
rich text /,ritf 'tekst/ noun text that in- 
cludes formatting such as bold, italics, etc 
rich text format /,ritf ‘tekst ,fo:met/ 
noun a way of storing a document that in- 
cludes all the commands that describe the 
page, type, font and formatting. Abbr RTF 
RIFF /rif/ noun a multimedia data format 
jointly introduced by IBM and Microsoft 
that uses tags to identify parts of a multi- 
media file structure and allows the file to 
be exchanged between platforms. Full 
form resource interchange file format 
RIFF chunk /'rif tfank/ noun a chunk 
with the ID RIFF 

RIFF file /‘rif fatl/ noun a file that con- 
tains tagged information that complies 
with the RIFF file format 

right-click /,rait 'klik/ verb to press and 
release the right-hand button of a compu- 
ter mouse 

right-click menu /,rart 'kltk menju:/ 
noun a small pop-up menu that appears 
when you click on the right-hand button of 
a two-button mouse 

right-hand button /rartt hand 
'pat(9)n/ noun a button on the right-hand 
side of a two or three-button mouse 

right justification /ratt jd3astrf1 
'ke1f(9)n/ noun the process of aligning 
the text and spacing characters so that the 
right margin is straight 

right justify /rart 'd3ast1,fat/ verb to 
align the right margin so that the text is 
straight 
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right shift /,rart 'f1ft/ verb to move a 
section of data one bit to the right 
rightsizing /‘rattsatz1y/ noun the proc- 
ess of moving a company’s information 
technology structure to the most cost-ef- 
fective hardware platform, which in prac- 
tice often means moving from a main- 
frame-based network to a PC-based net- 
work 

rigid disk /‘rid31d disk/ noun a rigid 
magnetic disk that is able to store many 
times more data than a floppy disk, and 
usually cannot be removed from the disk 
drive 

ring /rıy/ noun 1. a data list whose last 
entry points back to the first entry. ù 
chained list 2. the topology of a network 
in which the wiring sequentially connects 
one workstation to another 

ring back system /'ry bæk ,sistam/ 
noun a remote computer system in which 
a user attempting to access it phones once, 
allows it to ring a number of times, discon- 
nects, waits a moment, then redials 
ringer equivalence number /,r1oar 1 
‘kwivolons ,nambə/ noun full form of 
REN 

ring shift /rıņ 'fıft/ noun data move- 
ment to the left or right in a word. The bits 
falling outside the word boundary are dis- 
carded, and the free positions are filled 
with zeros. 

ring topology /‘rin to,polad3i/ noun 
network architecture in which each com- 
puter or printer is connected together in a 
loop 

ring topology network /rin to 
poled3i 'netw3:k/ noun a type of net- 
work in which each terminal is connected 
one after the other in a circle 

RIP abbr 1. raster image processor 2. 
routing information protocol 

ripper /'rıpə/ noun a program that can be 
used to copy digital music from a compact 
disc onto a computer before converting it 
into a format in which it can be stored as a 
computer file 

ripple-through carry /‘rip(a)l Oru: 
ikeeri/ noun the fact that one operation 
produces a carry out from a sum and a car- 
ry in 

ripple-through effect /‘rip(a)! Oru: 1 
ifekt/ noun (in a spreadsheet) the results, 
changes or errors appearing in a spread- 
sheet as a result of the value in one cell be- 
ing changed 


RISC /,a: a es 'si:/ noun a CPU design 
whose instruction set contains a small 
number of simple fast-executing instruc- 
tions, which makes program writing more 
complex but increases speed. Full form re- 
duced instruction set computer. ù 
WISC 

Rivest, Shamir, Adleman /,rivest fə 
mia 'zed(a)lman/ noun full form of RSA 
(see) 

RJ-11 /,a: dger r'lev(a)n/ noun a con- 
nector with four connections, normally 
used in telephone sockets in the USA 
RJ-45 /,a: dzer ,fo:ti 'farv/ noun a con- 
nector used in telephone systems with 
eight connections. A similar looking con- 
nector, often referred to as an RJ-45 con- 
nector is used to connect 10BaseT UTP 
cable in an Ethernet local area network. 
RJE /,a: d3er 'i:/ noun a batch processing 
system in which instructions are transmit- 
ted to the computer from a remote termi- 
nal. Full form remote job entry 

RLE /,a: el 'i:/ noun a data compression 
technique that stores any sequence of bits 
of data with the same value to a single val- 
ue. Full form run-length encoding 
RLL encoding /,a: el el m'koudin/ 
noun a fast and efficient method of storing 
data onto a disk in which the changes in a 
run of data bits is stored. Full form run- 
length limited encoding 

rm /,a: 'em/ noun (in UNIX) a command 
to remove an empty subdirectory 

RMDIR abbr remove directory. Same as 
RD 

RO /,a: 'au/ noun a computer terminal 
that can only accept and display data, not 
transmit. Full form receive only 

roam /raum/ verb (in wireless communi- 
cations) to move around freely and still be 
in contact with a wireless communications 
transmitter 

robot /'rəu,bnt/ noun 1. a device that can 
be programmed to carry out certain manu- 
facturing tasks which are similar to tasks 
carried out by people 2. same as bot? 
robotics /rau'botiks/ noun the study of 
artificial intelligence, programming and 
building involved with robot construction 
robust /rau'bast/ adjective referring to a 
system which can resume working after a 
fault 

robustness /rau'bastnas/ noun a sys- 
tem’s ability to continue functioning even 
with errors or faults during a program exe- 
cution 


rogue indicator 


288 





rogue indicator /raug 'ındı,kertə/ 
noun a special code used only for control 
applications, e.g. an end of file marker 

rogue value /,raug 'vælju:/ noun an 
item in a list of data which shows that the 
list is terminated. Also called terminator 


role indicator /roul 'ındı,kertə/ noun a 
symbol used to show the role of a index 
entry in its particular context 


roll back /‘raul bæk/ noun a function of 
a database application that stops a transac- 
tion and returns the database to its previ- 
ous state 


roll forward /rəul 'forwed/ noun a 
function of a database application that al- 
lows the user to recover from an event such 
as a power cut by reading the transaction 
log and re-executing all the instructions to 
return the database to the state just before 
the event 


roll in /raul 'm/ verb to transfer data 
from backing store into main memory 


roll out /,roul 'aut/ verb to save the con- 
tents of main memory onto backing store 


rollover /'raulauve/ noun a keyboard 
with a small temporary buffer so that it can 
still transmit correct data when several 
keys are pressed at once 


roll scroll /‘raul skraul/ noun displayed 
text that moves up or down the computer 
screen one line at a time 


ROM /rom/ abbr read only memory 


Roman numerals /,roaumon 
‘nju:moralz/ plural noun numbers repre- 
sented using the symbols I, V, X, L, C, D 
and M 

ROM BIOS /rom 'barns/ noun a code 
which makes up the BIOS routines stored 
in a ROM chip, normally executed auto- 
matically when the computer is switched 
on 


ROM cartridge /rom 'ka:trid3/ noun 
software stored in a ROM mounted in a 
cartridge which can easily be plugged into 
a computer 

romware /'romwed/ noun software 
which is stored in ROM 

root /ru:t/ noun 1. the starting node from 
which all paths branch in a data tree struc- 
ture 2. a fractional power of a number 
root directory /ru:t do'rekt(a)ri/ noun 
the topmost directory from which all other 
directories branch O In DOS, the root di- 
rectory on drive C: is called C:. 


rot13 / rot 63:'tirn/ noun simple encod- 
ing that is used to scramble offensive mes- 
sages posted in newsgroups 

rotate /rau'teit/ verb to move data with- 
in a storage location in a circular manner 
rotate operation /rau'tert 
,pporerf(o)n/ noun same as bit rotation 
rotating helical aperture scanner 
/rau,tettin ,helik(o)l 'æpətfə ,skænə/ 
noun a type of scanner in which the origi- 
nal image is lit and the reflection sent, 
through a lens and mirror, through a rotat- 
ing spiral slit and finally onto a photode- 
tector cell; as the spiral slit turns, it has the 
effect of moving up the image 

rotation /rau'te1f(a)n/ noun the degree 
to which an object has been rotated 
rough copy /,raf 'kopi/ noun a draft of 
a program which, it is expected, will have 
changes made to it before it is complete 
round /raund/ verb o to round down to 
approximate a number to a slightly lower 
one of lower precision O We can round 
down 2.651 to 2.65. o to round off to ap- 
proximate a number to a slightly larger or 
smaller one of lower precision O Round off 
23.456 to 23.46. o to round up to approx- 
imate a number to a slightly larger one of 
lower precision O We can round up 2.647 
to 2.65. 

round brackets /,raund 'brekits/ plu- 
ral noun brackets in the form ( ) 
rounding /‘raundin/ noun 1. an approx- 
imation of a number to a slightly larger or 
smaller one of lower precision 2. the proc- 
ess of giving graphics a smoother look 
rounding error /‘raundin ,erə/, 
round-off error /‘raund pf ,era/ noun an 
error in a result caused by rounding off the 
number 

round robin /raund 'robin/ noun a way 
of organising the use of a computer by sev- 
eral users, who each use it for a time and 
then pass it on the next in turn 

route /ru:t/ noun the path taken by a 
message between a transmitter and receiv- 
er in a network O The route taken was not 
the most direct since a lot of nodes were 
busy. 

routed /,ru:t 'di:/ noun software that 
manages the routes taken by traffic across 
a network. Full form route-daemon. ù 
gated 

router /'ru:tid/ noun 1. a communica- 
tions device that receives data packets in a 
particular protocol and forwards them to 
their correct location via the most efficient 
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route 2. (in a LAN) a device that connect 
two or more LANs that use the same pro- 
tocol and allows data to be transmitted be- 
tween each network. The router works at 
the network-layer level of the OSI model. 
ò bridge, OSI 

routine /ru:'ti:n/ noun a number of in- 
structions that perform a particular task, 
but are not a complete program. They are 
included as part of a program. O The rou- 
tine copies the screen display onto a print- 
er. 


“Hewlett-Packard has announced software which 
aims to reduce PC-network downtime and cut sup- 
port costs by automating housekeeping routines such 
as issuing alerts about potential problems.’ [Comput- 
ing] 
COMMENT: Routines are usually called from a 
main program to perform a task. Control is 
then returned to the part of the main program 
from which the routine was called once that 
task is complete. 
routing /‘ru:t1/ noun the process of de- 
termining a suitable route for a message 
through a network 


routing information protocol 
/'ru:tig ,nfomerf(a)n ,provtokol/ noun 
a protocol used on the Internet to calculate 
the best route by which to transfer infor- 
mation over the Internet. RIP bases its se- 
lection on the distance that each route 
takes. Abbr RIP 


routing overheads / rauty 
‘guvohedz/ plural noun actions that have 
to be taken when routing messages O The 
information transfer rate is very much less 
once all routing overheads have been ac- 
commodated. 


routing page /,rautm 'perd3/ noun a 
videotext page describing the routes to 
other pages 

routing table /rautr 'terb(a)l/ noun a 
list of preferred choices for a route for a 
message stored within a router 


row /rav/ noun 1. a line of printed or dis- 
played characters O The figures are pre- 
sented in rows, not in columns. 2. a hori- 
zontal line on a punched card O Each entry 
is separated by a row of dots. 3. a horizon- 
tal set of data elements in an array or ma- 
trix 

RPC /,a: pi: 'si:/ noun a method of com- 
munication between two programs run- 
ning on two separate, but connected, com- 
puters. A software routine asks another 
computer on the network to process a 
problem and then displays the results. Full 
form remote procedure call 


RPG abbr report program generator 
RS-232C noun an EIA approved stand- 
ard used in serial data transmission, cover- 
ing voltage and control signals 

RS-422 noun an EIA approved standard 
that extends the RS-232’s SOft limit 
RS-423 noun an EIA approved standard 
that extends the RS-232’s 50ft limit, intro- 
duced at the same time as the RS-422 
standard, but less widely used 


COMMENT: The RS232C has now been super- 
seded by the RS423 and RS422 interface 
standards, which are similar to the RS232 but 
allow higher transmission rates. 


RS-485 noun a standard that defines how 
serial devices are connected together for 
multipoint communications. This stand- 
ard, approved by the EIA, supports higher 
rates of data transfer than the older RS- 
232C standard and allows more connec- 
tions to one line than the RS-422 standard. 
RSA noun a public-key cryptography 
system used to provide high-level of secu- 
rity (see) Full form Rivest, Shamir, 
Adleman. } public key cipher system 
RSI abbr repetitive strain injury 

RTDS abbr real-time data system 

RTE abbr real time execution 

RTF abbr rich text format 

RTFM abbreviation a euphemistic abbre- 
viation used in messages as an instruction 
to someone to ‘read the manual’ 

RTP abbr real time transport protocol 
(see) 

RTS abbr request to send signal 

RTV /,a: ti: 'vi:/ noun real-time video 
compression used within DVI software to 
provide usable, but lower-quality, images 
that are compressed in real-time at 10 
frames per second. Full form real-time 
video 

rubber banding /,raba 'bendin/ noun 
» elastic banding 

rub out /,rab ‘aut/ verb» erase 

rule /ru:l/ noun 1. a set of conditions that 
describe a function O The rule states that 
you wait for the clear signal before trans- 
mitting. 2. in printing, a thin line 
rule-based system /,ru:l berst 
‘sistom/ noun software that applies the 
rules and knowledge defined by experts in 
a particular field to a user’s data to solve a 
problem 

ruler /‘ru:lo/ noun a bar displayed on 
screen that indicates a unit of measure- 
ment, often used in DTP or word-proces- 
sor software to help with layout 


ruler line 
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ruler line /'ru:lə larn/ noun same as tab 
rack 

rules /ru:lz/ noun a method of testing in- 
coming messages for certain conditions, 
e.g. the name of the sender or the contents, 
and acting upon them 

run /ran/ noun the execution by a compu- 
ter of a set of instructions, programs or 
procedures O The next invoice run will be 
on Friday. ™ verb to operate, or to make a 
device operate O The computer has been 
running ten hours a day. 


run around /ran o'raund/ verb to fit 
text around an image on a printed page 
run in /‘ran 1n/ verb to operate a system 
at a lower capacity for a time in case of 
any faults 

run on /,ran 'pn/ verb to make text con- 
tinue without a break O The line can run 
on to the next without any space. 


runaway /'rano,wel/ noun an uncon- 
trolled operation of a device or computer 
that occurs as a result of a malfunction or 
error 

Run command /'ran ks,ma:nd/ noun 
(in Windows) a command that lets the user 
type in the name of a program that they 
want to run or a DOS command they want 
to execute 

run-duration /‘ran dju,rerf(9)n/ noun, 
adjective same as run-time 

run indicator /ran 'tnd1,ke1to/ noun an 
indicator bit or LED which shows that a 
computer is currently executing a program 
run length encoding /,ran leg en 
'koudin/ noun full form of RLE 
run-length limited encoding /,ran 
len ,limitid en'koudin/ noun full form 
of RLL encoding 


running head /‘ranry hed/ noun the ti- 
tle line of each page in a document 

run phase /'ran ferz/ noun same as tar- 
get phase 

run-time, run duration noun 1. the pe- 
riod of a time that a program takes to run 
2. the time during which a computer is ex- 
ecuting a program P also called run-dura- 
tion E adjective referring to an operation 
carried out only when a program is run- 
ning 

run-time error /‘ran tarm ,era/ noun a 
fault only detected when a program is run 
run-time library /‘ran tarım _larbrari/ 
noun a library of routines that are only ac- 
cessed by an application when it is running 
run-time licence /'ran tarm 
,lats(a)ns/ noun a licence granted to a user 
to run an application 

run-time system /'ran tarm ,sıstəm/ 
noun software that is required in main 
storage while a program is running, to ex- 
ecute instructions to peripherals, etc. 
run-time version /ran tam 
,v313(ə)n/ noun 1. a program code that 
has been compiled and is in a form that can 
be directly executed by the computer 2. a 
commercial interpreter program that is 
sold with an application developed in a 
high-level language that allows it to run 
R/W abbr read/write 

R/W cycle /,a: 'dab()l ju: ,sar(o)l/ 
noun a sequence of events used to retrieve 
or store data. Full form read/write cycle 
R/W head /,a: 'dab(a)l ju: ,hed/ noun 
an electromagnetic device that allows data 
to be read from or written to a storage me- 
dium. Full form read/write head 

RX abbrreceive O The RXed signal needs 
to be amplified. 


S 


S100 bus, S-100 bus noun an IEEE- 
696 standard bus, a popular 8— and 16-bit 
microcomputer bus using 100 lines and a 
100-pin connector. ù bus (NOTE: say ‘S 
one hundred bus’) 

SAA a trade name for a standard devel- 
oped by IBM which defines the look and 
feel of an application regardless of the 
hardware platform. SAA defines which 
keystrokes carry out standard functions, 
the application’s display and how the ap- 
plication interacts with the operating sys- 
tem. Full form Systems Application Ar- 
chitecture 

safe format /serf 'fo:mæt/ noun a for- 
mat operation that does not destroy the ex- 
isting data and allows the data to be recov- 
ered in case the wrong disk was formatted 
safe mode /,serf 'maud/ noun a special 
operating mode of Windows 95 that is au- 
tomatically selected if Windows 95 detects 
that there is a problem when starting 
safety margin /‘serfti ,ma:d31n/ noun 
an extra amount of time or space provided 
so that errors can be absorbed 

safety measures /'seifti ,me3əz/ plu- 
ral noun actions taken to make sure that 
something is safe 

safety net /'serfti net/ noun a software 
or hardware device that protects the sys- 
tem or files from excessive damage in the 
event of a system crash O Jf there is a pow- 
er failure, we have a safety net in the form 
of a UPS. 

sag /szeg/ noun a short drop in the volt- 
age level from a power supply 

salami technique /sa'la:mi tek ,nizk/ 
noun computer fraud involving many sep- 
arate small transactions that are difficult to 
detect and trace 

SAM /es et 'em/ noun a type of storage 
in which a particular data item can only be 
accessed by reading through all the previ- 
ous items in the list. Full form serial ac- 
cess memory 


COMMENT: Magnetic tape is a form of SAM. 
You have to go through the whole tape to ac- 
cess one item, while disks provide random ac- 
cess to stored data. 
sample /'sa:mpəl/ noun a measurement 
of a signal at a point in time O The sample 
at three seconds showed an increase. W 
verb to obtain a number of measurements 
of a signal which can be used to provide 
information about the signal 
sample and hold circuit /,sa:mpal 
an 'hauld ,ss:kit/ noun a circuit that 
freezes an analog input signal for long 
enough for an A/D converter to produce a 
stable output 
sample interval /‘sa:mpoal ,ıntəv(ə)l/ 
noun a time period between two consecu- 
tive samples 
sampler /'sa:mplə/ noun an electronic 
circuit that takes many samples of a signal 
and stores them for future analysis 
sample rate /'sa:mpol reit/ noun a 
number of measurements of a signal that 
are recorded every second. A PC sound 
card normally supports one of the follow- 
ing three standard rates: 11,025, 22,050 
and 44,100 samples per second, normally 
written as 11.025KHz, 22.05KHz and 
44.1KHz. 
sample size /'sa:mpol satz/ noun the 
size of the word used to measure the level 
of the signal when it is sampled 
sampling interval /‘sarmplin 
\Intav(a)l/ noun a time period between 
two consecutive samples 
sampling rate /'sa:mplin rert/ noun a 
number of measurements of a signal re- 
corded every second 
SAR / es et 'a:/ noun a register within the 
CPU that contains the address of the next 
location to be accessed. Full form store 
address register 
SAS abbr single attachment station 


satellite /'sætə,lart/ noun a small sys- 
tem that is part of a larger system 


satellite computer 
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COMMENT: In a network the floppy disk units 
are called ‘satellites’ and the hard disk unit the 
‘server. In a star network each satellite is 
linked individually to a central server. 


satellite computer /,sztolatt kom 
'pju:tə/ noun a computer doing various 
tasks under the control of another compu- 
ter 

satellite terminal /'seetolart 
,ts:min(a)l/ noun a computer terminal 
that is outside the main network 
saturated colour /,sztfoareitid 'kalo/ 
noun bright colours such as red and orange 
that do not reproduce well on video and 
can cause distortion or can spread over the 
screen 

saturation /,sztfoa'rerf(o)n/ noun a 
point where a material cannot be further 
magnetized 

saturation noise /sztfo'rerf(o)n 
no1z/ noun errors that occur as a result of 
saturation of a magnetic storage medium 
saturation testing /,szxtfo'rerf(o)n 
,testin/ noun the process of testing a com- 
munications network by transmitting large 
quantities of data and messages over it 
save /serv/ verb to store data or a pro- 
gram on an auxiliary storage device O This 
WP saves the text every 15 minutes in case 
of a fault. 

save area /setv 'eəriə/ noun a tempo- 
rary storage area of main memory, used for 
registers and control data 

save as /'serv 92/ noun an option in an 
application that allows the user to save the 
current work in a file with a different name 
SBC / es bi: 'si:/ noun a computer whose 
main components such as processor, in- 
put/output and memory are all contained 
on one PCB. Full form single board 
computer 

SBM / es bi: 'em/ noun an extension to 
the Red Book CD-Audio specification in 
which studio-quality 20-bit sound samples 
are stored in the 16-bit data format used by 
CD-Audio. Full form super bit mapping 
scalable /'ske1lab(9)l/ adjective 1. used 
to describe a computer, component or net- 
work that can be expanded to meet future 
needs 2. referring to fonts used for compu- 
ter graphics that can be made to appear in 
a wide range of sizes 

scalable software / skerləb(ə)l 
'spftweə/ noun a groupware application 
that can easily accommodate more users 
on a network without the need for invest- 
ment in new software 


scalar /'sketlo/ noun a variable that has 
a single value assigned to it 

scalar data /'sketls ,detta/ noun a data 
type containing single values that are pre- 
dictable and follow a sequence 

scalar processor /,skerlo 'prauseso/ 
noun a processor designed to operate at 
high-speed on scalar values 

Scalar Processor Architecture 
/,sketla 'prousesa ,arkitektfoa/ full form 
of SPARC 

scalar value /'skerlə ,velju:/ noun a 
single value rather than a matrix or record 
scalar variable /,skerla 'vesriab(s)l/ 
noun a variable that can contain a single 
value rather than a complex data type such 
as an array or record 

scale /skerl/ noun the ratio of two values 
E verb o to scale down, scale up to lower 
or increase in proportion 

scan /sken/ noun an examination of an 
image or object or list of items to obtain 
data describing it O The heat scan of the 
computer quickly showed which compo- 
nent was overheating. @ verb to examine 
and produce data from the shape or state of 
an object or drawing or file or list of items 
O The facsimile machine scans the picture 
and converts this to digital form before 
transmission. 

scan area /sken 'eəriə/ noun a section 
of an image read by a scanner 

scan code /sken ‘koud/ noun a 
number transmitted from the keyboard to 
an IBM PC compatible computer to indi- 
cate that a key has been pressed and to 
identify the key 

scan conversion /sken kon'v3:J(a)n/ 
noun the process of converting an inter- 
laced video signal to a non-interlaced sig- 
nal or a composite to a separated RGB sig- 
nal 

ScanDisk /'skendisk/ noun a utility 
that will check the hard disk for any prob- 
lems and will try and correct problems that 
it finds 

scan head /'skæn hed/ noun a device 
used in scanners, photocopiers and fax 
machines, which uses photo-electric cells 
to turn an image into a pattern of pixels O 
This model uses a scan head that can dis- 
tinguish 256 different colours. 

scan length /,sken 'len@/ noun the 
number of items in a file or list that are ex- 
amined in a scan 

scan line /,sken 'larn/ noun one of the 
horizontal lines of phosphor, or phosphor 
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dots, on the inside of a CRT or monitor. 
The monitor’s picture beam sweeps along 
each scan line to create the image on the 
screen. 


scanner /'skænə/ noun a device that 
converts an image or document into graph- 
ical data which can be manipulated by a 
computer 


“‘Ricoh’s Fax 300L Computer Link is connected to a 
PC via a RS232C serial interface, and enables users 
to send faxes from within Dos and Windows appli- 
cations without printing a hard copy: It can also act 
as a scanner for graphics, and a printer for docu- 
ments.’ [Computing] 

scanner memory /'skzeno ,mem(ə)ri/ 

noun the memory area allocated to store 

images which have been scanned 


scanning /'skzntn/ noun the action of 
examining and producing data from the 
shape of an object or drawing 


COMMENT: A modem with auto-baud scanning 
can automatically sense which baud rate to 
operate on and switches automatically to that 
baud rate. 
scanning error /'skeniy ,erə/ noun an 
error introduced while scanning an image 


scanning line /'skænıņ latn/ noun a 
path traced on a CRT screen by the picture 
beam 


scanning rate /'skenin reit/ noun the 
time taken to scan one line of a CRT image 


scanning resolution /'skenin rezo 
jlurf(a)n/ noun the ability of a scanner to 
distinguish between small points. The usu- 
al resolution is 300 dpi. 


scanning software = /'skenin 
\spf(t)weo/ noun a dedicated program 
that controls a scanner and allows certain 
operations, e.g. rotate, edit or store, to be 
performed on a scanned image 
scanning speed /'skzentn spi:d/ noun 
the speed at which a line or image is 
scanned 


scan rate / skeen 'rert/ noun the 


number of times every second that the im- 
age on a CRT is redrawn 


SCART connector /'ska:t ko,nekta/ 
noun a special connector normally used to 
carry video or audio signals between video 
equipment 

scatter-load /'skætə laud/ verb to load 
sequential data into various non-continu- 
ous locations in memory 

scatter-read /'skætə ri:d/ verb to ac- 
cess and read sequential data stored in var- 
ious non-continuous locations 


scavenging /‘skzevind3m/ noun the 
act of searching through and accessing da- 
tabase material without permission 
schedule /'fedju:l/ noun the order in 
which tasks are to be done, or the order in 
which CPU time will be allocated to proc- 
esses in a multi-user system 

Schedule+ /,fedju:l'plas/ noun a Mi- 
crosoft Windows 95 software program that 
provides personal information manage- 
ment features, including a diary 
scheduled circuits /,fed3u:ld 
'ssikitz/ noun telephone lines for data 
communications only 

scheduler /'fedju:lə/ noun 1. a pro- 
gram that organises the use of a CPU or of 
peripherals which are shared by several us- 
ers 2. utility software that helps users or- 
ganise their meetings, appointments or the 
use of a resource 

scheduling /'fedju:lin/ noun a method 
of working that allows several users to 
share the use of a CPU 

schema /'ski:ma/ noun a graphical de- 
scription of a process or database structure 
schematic /ski'mætık/ noun a diagram 
showing system components and how they 
are connected 

scissor /'s1za/ verb 1. to define an area 
of an image and then cut out this part of the 
image so it can then be pasted into another 
image 2. to define an area of an image and 
delete any information that is outside this 
area 

scope /skoup/ noun the range of values 
that a variable can contain 

SCR abbr sequence control register 
scramble /'skræmb(ə)l/ verb to code 
speech or data which is transmitted in such 
a way that it cannot be understood unless 
it is decoded 

scrambler /'skræmblə/ noun a device 
that codes a data stream into a pseudo-ran- 
dom form before transmission to eliminate 
any series of ones or zeros or alternate 
ones and zeros that would cause synchro- 
nisation problems at the receiver 
scrapbook /'skrzp,buk/ noun a utility 
on an Apple Macintosh that stores fre- 
quently used graphic images O We store 
our logo in the scrapbook. 

scratch /skretf/ noun an area of mem- 
ory or of a file used for the temporary stor- 
age of data m verb to delete or move an 
area of memory to provide room for other 
data 


scratch file 
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scratch file /'skrætf farl/ noun same as 
work file 
scratchpad /'skrætfpæd/ noun a 
workspace or area of high speed memory 
used for temporary storage of data current- 
ly in use 
‘Mathcad is described as an easy-to-use ‘handy 
scratch pad for quick number crunching’, which is 
positioned as an alternative to popular spreadsheets.’ 
[Computing] 


scratchpad memory /'skrætfpæd 
smem(a)ri/ noun cache memory used to 
buffer data being transferred between a 
fast processor and a slow I/O device such 
as a disk drive 

scratch tape /'skrætf terp/ noun mag- 
netic tape used for a scratch file 

screen /skritn/ noun a display device 
capable of showing a quantity of informa- 
tion, such as a CRT or VDU. ò readout 
screen angle /skri:n 'zeng(9)l/ noun 
the angle at which a screen is set before the 
photograph is taken 

screen attribute /skri:n 'ætrı,bju:t/ 
noun a set of attribute bits which define 
how each character will be displayed on 
screen. They set background and fore- 
ground colour and bold, italic or underline. 
screen border /skri:n 'bo:da/ noun a 
margin around text displayed on a screen 
screen buffer /skrizn 'bafa/ noun a 
temporary storage area for characters or 
graphics before they are displayed 
screen burn /'skriin bain/ noun a 
problem caused if a stationary image is 
displayed for too long on a monitor, burn- 
ing the phosphor. This problem was the 
original reason why screen savers were de- 
veloped. Now, screens are better made and 
the phosphor is more resilient. As a result, 
itis very difficult to cause screen burn, but 
the screen savers look good and are still 
used. 

screen capture /skri:n 'kæptfə/ verb 
to store the image currently displayed on 
screen in a file 

screen cleaning kit /'skri:n ,kli:niy 
ikit/ noun the liquids and cloth which re- 
move any static and dirt from a VDU 
screen 

screen dump /'skri:n ,damp/ noun the 
process of outputting the text or graphics 
displayed on a screen to a printer 
screen editor /skri:n ‘edits/ noun 
software which allows the user to edit text 
on-screen, with one complete screen of in- 
formation being displayed at a time 


screen flicker /skri:n 'flıkə/ noun (on 
a display) an image that moves slightly or 
whose brightness alternates due to a low 
image refresh rate or signal corruption 
screen font /,skri:n 'font/ noun (in a 
GUN) typeface and size designed to be used 
to display text on screen rather than be 
printed out O The screen font is displayed 
at 72dpi on a monitor, rather than printed 
at 300dpi on this laser printer. 

screen format /skriin 'formet/ noun a 
way in which a screen is laid out 
screenful /'skri:nful/ noun a complete 
frame of information displayed on a screen 
screen grab /,skri:n 'græb/ noun 1. the 
process of digitising a single frame from a 
display or television 2. the process of cap- 
turing what is displayed on a monitor and 
storing it as a graphics file 

screen memory /skri:n 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun in a memory-mapped screen, the 
area of memory representing the whole 
screen, usually with one byte representing 
one or a number of pixels 

screen notepad /skri:n 'nout ,ped/ 
noun the part of the screen used to store in- 
formation even when the terminal is 
switched off 

screen refresh /skri:n r1'fref/ verb to 
update regularly the images on a CRT 
screen by scanning each pixel with a pic- 
ture beam to make sure the image is still 
visible 

screen saver /skri:n 'serva/ noun soft- 
ware which, after a pre-determined period 
of user inactivity, replaces the existing im- 
age on screen and displays moving objects 
to protect against screen burn 

screen shot /skri:n 'fot/ noun » 
screen capture 

screen size /,skri:n 'satz/ noun 1. the 
number of characters a computer display 
can show horizontally and vertically 2. the 
size of a monitor screen based on interna- 
tional paper sizes 

script /skript/ noun a set of instructions 
which carry out a function, normally used 
with a macro language or batch language 
O I log in automatically using this script 
with my communications software. 
script channel /skript 'tfzen(o)I/ noun 
(in Movie Player) one channel in a score 
that contains instructions 

script editor /skript 'edito/ noun an 
editor that lets a user edit a script or pro- 
gram in an authoring package 
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scripting language = /skriptin 
‘lengwid3/ noun a simple programming 
language (normally proprietary to an ap- 
plication) that allows a user to automate 
the application’s functions O This commu- 
nications software has a scripting lan- 
guage that lets me dial and log in automat- 
ically. 

script recorder /skript r1'ko:do/ noun 
a function of an authoring package that 
records the functions and actions a user 
carries out and converts these into com- 
mands in a script 


ScriptX /,skript'eks/ noun an authoring 
tool and utilities that allow a developer to 
write multimedia applications that can be 
played (unchanged) on a range of different 
platforms 


scroll /skraul/ verb to move displayed 
text vertically up or down the screen, one 
line or pixel at a time 


scroll arrows /skrəul 'ærəuz/ plural 
noun (in a GUN) arrows that when clicked, 
move the contents of the window up or 
down or sideways 


scroll bar /'skrəul ba:/ noun (in a GUN 
a bar displayed along the side of a window 
with a marker which indicates how far you 
have scrolled O The marker is in the mid- 
dle of the scroll bar so I know I am in the 
middle of the document. 


Scroll Lock key /'skraul lok ,ki:/ noun 
a key on an IBM PC keyboard that changes 
how the cursor control keys operate, their 
function being dependent on the applica- 
tion 

scroll mode /,skraul 'moud/ noun a 
terminal mode which transmits every key 
press and displays what is received 


scrub /skrab/ verb to wipe information 
off a disk or remove data from store O 
Scrub all files with the .BAK extension. 


SCSI /,es si: es ‘al/ noun a standard 
high-speed parallel interface used to con- 
nect computers to peripheral devices (such 
as disk drives and scanners). Full form 
small computer system interface 


“...the system uses SCSI for connecting to the host 
and ESDI for interconnecting among drives within a 
multidrive system’ [Byte] 

COMMENT: SCSI is the current standard used 
to interface high-capacity, high-performance 
disk drives to computers. Smaller disk drives 
are connected with an IDE interface, which is 
slower, but cheaper. SCSI replaced the older 
ESDI interface and allows several (normally 
eight) peripherals to be connected, in a daisy- 
chain, to one controller. 


SCSI-2 /'skazi tu:/ noun a standard that 
provides a wider data bus and transfers 
data faster than the original SCSI specifi- 
cation that supports 16-bit data transfers 
and can control 15 devices 


‘The Tricord ES4000 is an entry-level superserver 
machine, with 525Mb of SCSI-2 fixed disk, 64Mb of 
ECC memory, and support for Raid levels 0, 1 and 
10.’ [Computing] 


SD abbr single density 

SDLC / es di: el 'si:/ noun data transmis- 
sion protocol most often used in IBM’s 
Systems Network Architecture (SNA). It 
defines how synchronous data is transmit- 
ted. Full form synchronous data link 
control 


SDR /\es di: 'a:/ noun the register in a 
CPU which holds data before it is proc- 
essed or moved to memory location. Full 
form store data register 


SDRAM /es ‘di: ,reem/ noun the en- 
hanced memory component that is replac- 
ing traditional DRAM; the memory access 
cycle is synchronised with the main proc- 
essor clock, eliminating wait time between 
memory operations. Full form synchro- 
nised dynamic ram 


seamless integration /,si:mlos ,intr 
‘gre1f(o)n/ noun the process of including 
a new device or software into a system 
without any problems O Jt took a lot of 
careful planning, but we succeeded in a 
seamless integration of the new applica- 
tion. 


search /s3:tf/ noun the process of look- 
ing for and identifying a character or word 
or section of data in a document or file W 
verb to look for an item of data 
‘...a linear search of 1,000 items takes 500 compar- 
isons to find the target, and 1,000 to report that it 
isn’t present. A binary search of the same set of items 
takes roughly ten divisions either to find or not to 
find the target’ [Personal Computer World] 
searchable adjective able to be ac- 
cessed by a search facility 


search and replace /\ss:tf ond rı 
‘plets/ noun a feature on word-processors 
which allows the user to find certain words 
or phrases, then replace them with another 
word or phrase 

search directory /'ss:tf dar,rekt(o)ri/ 
noun a website in which links to informa- 
tion are listed in categories or in alphabet- 
ical order 


search engine /'ss:tf ,end3m/ noun 
(on the Internet) software that searches a 
database (see also) ù agent, Gopher 


searching storage 
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searching storage /'sait fm 
,Stoir1d3/ noun a method of data retrieval 
that uses part of the data rather than an ad- 
dress to locate the data 
search key /'ss:tf ki:/ noun 1. a word 
or phrase that is to be found in a text 2. a 
field and other data used to select various 
records in a database 
search memory /ss:tf 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun a method of data retrieval that uses 
part of the data rather than an address to lo- 
cate the data 
SECAM / es i: si: et 'em/ noun a stand- 
ard for television transmission and recep- 
tion similar to PAL except that SECAM 
uses frequency modulation to transmit the 
chroma signal. SECAM is used in France 
and Eastern Europe. Full form Systeme 
Electronique Couleur Avec Mémoire 
secondary /'sekond(a)ri/ adjective 
second in importance or less important 
than the first 
secondary channel /,sekond(a)ri 
'tfæn(ə)l/ noun a second channel contain- 
ing control information transmitted at the 
same time as data 
secondary memory /,sekond(a)ri 
'mem(ə)ri/ noun a permanent storage de- 
vice in a computer that is used for storing 
files and data. Compare main memory, 
RAM 
secondary service provider 
/,sekond(a)ri 's3rvis prə,vardə/ noun an 
organisation that provides Internet access 
for a particular region of a country 
secondary station /,sekənd(ə)ri 
'sterf(ə)n/ noun the temporary status of a 
station receiving data 
secondary storage /,sekond(a)ri 
'sto:rıd3/ noun any data storage medium 
that is not the main, high-speed computer 
storage (RAM) 

COMMENT: This type of storage is usually of a 


higher capacity, lower cost and slower access 
time than main memory. 


second generation computers 
/,sekond ,d3enorerf(a)n kom'pju:to/ 
noun computers which used transistors in- 
stead of valves 

second hand /,sekand 'hend/ adjec- 
tive same as second user 
second-level addressing /,sekond 
lev(a)l o'dresin/ noun an instruction that 
contains an address at which the operand 
is stored 

second sourcing /,sekond 'so:sm/ 
noun the process of granting a licence to 


another manufacturer to produce an elec- 
tronic item or component when production 
capacity is not great enough to meet de- 
mand 
second user /,sekand '‘ju:zo/ adjec- 
tive referring to old equipment which has 
already been used and is being sold again 
section /'sekfan/ noun part of a main 
program which can be executed in its own 
right, without the rest of the main program 
being required 
sector /'sektə/ noun the smallest area on 
a magnetic disk which can be addressed by 
a computer; the disk is divided into con- 
centric tracks, and each track is divided 
into sectors which, typically, can store 512 
bytes of data m verb to divide a disk into a 
series of sectors 

COMMENT: A disk is divided into many tracks, 

each of which is then divided into a number of 

ta which can hold a certain number of 
sectoring hole /'sektərıy houl/ nouna 
hole in the edge of a disk to indicate where 
the first sector is located 
sector interleave /,sekto 'ıntəli:v/ 
noun the ratio of sectors skipped between 
access operations on a hard disk; in a hard 
disk with an interleave of 3, the first sector 
is read, then three sectors are skipped and 
the next sector is read; this is used to allow 
hard disks with slow access time to store 
more data on the disk 
sector map /'sekts mzp/ noun a table 
which contains the addresses of unusable 
sectors on a hard disk 
secured /si'kjuad/ adjective (of a file) 
protected against accidental writing or de- 
letion or against unauthorised access 
Secure Digital Card /si,kjuo 
,did3it(9)l 'kard/ noun same as MMC 
secure electronic transactions /si 
ikjua ,elektronik trænz'ækfənz/ plural 
noun full form of SET 
secure encryption payment proto- 
col /si,kjva im,kripfan 'permənt 
\proutokol/ noun full form of SEPP 
secure hypertext transfer proto- 
col /si,kjuo ,harpotekst  'traensfs: 
\proutoknl/ noun full form of S-HTTP 
secure/multipurpose Internet mail 
extension /si,kjuo ,maltips:ipəs 
Antonet 'meil 1k,stenf(a)n/ noun a 
method of providing secure electronic 
mail messages; the system encrypts the 
main message using a standard cipher such 
as DES then sends the key in encrypted 
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form using a second, public-key encryp- 
tion system. Abbr S/MIME 

secure server /s1,kjuə 's31va/ noun an 
Internet server that allows data to be en- 
crypted and thus is suitable for use in e- 
commerce 

secure site /s1,kjua 'sart/ noun a web- 
site that includes features to ensure that 
any information transferred between the 
user and the website is encrypted and can- 
not be read by a hacker. Also called se- 
cure website 


COMMENT: A secure website is normally used 
in a shopping site to allow a customer to type 
in their personal details (such as their credit- 
card number) without risk. Secure websites 
almost always use a system called SSL (se- 
cure sockets layer) that creates a secure 
channel when you visit the site; when you visit 
a secure site, the small padlock icon in the 
status bar at the bottom of your web browser 
is locked. If the padlock icon is open, this is 
not a secure site and you should not type in 
sensitive information, such as a credit-card 
number. 


secure sockets layer /si,kjuo 
'spkıts ,lera/ noun full form of SSL 
secure system /s1,kjua 'sistam/ noun 
a system that cannot be accessed without 
authorisation 

secure transaction technology /s1 
ikjuo tren'zekfon tek,nvled3i/ noun 
full form of STT 

secure website /si,kjua 'websait/ 
noun same as secure site 

security backup /si'kjuoriti ,bekap/ 
noun a copy of a disk, tape or file kept in a 
safe place in case the working copy is lost 
or damaged 

security check /si'kjuoriti tfek/ noun 
identification of authorised users (by a 
password) before granting access 

seed /si:d/ noun the starting value used 
when generating random or pseudoran- 
dom numbers 

seek area /si:k 'eəriə/ noun a section of 
memory to be searched for a particular 
item of data or a word 

seek time /,si:k 'tarm/ noun the time 
taken by a read/write head to find the right 
track on a disk O The new hard disk drive 
has a seek time of just 35mS. 

segment /‘segmont/ noun a section of a 
main program which can be executed in its 
own right, without the rest of the main pro- 
gram being required W verb to divide a 
long program into shorter sections which 
can then be called up when required. ù 
overlay 


*...you can also write in smaller program segments. 
This simplifies debugging and testing’ [Personal 
Computer World] 


segmented address space /seg 
smentid o'dres ,spers/ noun memory ad- 
dress space divided into areas called seg- 
ments; to address a particular location, the 
segment and offset values must be speci- 
fied 

select /sr'lekt/ verb to find and retrieve 
specific information from a database 
selectable /si'lektab(a)l/ adjective 
which can be selected 0 this modem has 
user-selectable baud rates the receive 
and transmit baud rates of the modem can 
be chosen by the user, and are not preset 
selectable attributes /s1,lektab(o)l 
'eetribju:tz/ plural noun the attributes of a 
device which can be chosen by the user 
selection handle /st'lekfon 
sheend(a)l/ noun a small square displayed 
on a frame around a selected area that al- 
lows the user to change the shape of the 
area 

selection tool /sr'lekfan tu:l/ noun (in 
a paint or drawing program) an icon ina 
toolbar that allows a user to select an area 
of an image which can then be cut, copied 
or processed in some way 

selective dump /si'lektrv damp/ 
noun a display or printout of a selected 
area of memory 

selective sort /st'lekt1v so:t/ noun the 
process of sorting a section of data items 
into order 

selector /st'lekta/ noun a mechanical 
device which allows a user to choose an 
option or function 

self- /self/ prefix oneself or itself 
self-adapting system / self ə 
,deeptin 'sıstəm/ noun a system which is 
able to adapt itself to various tasks 
self-checking code / self ,tfekin 
'kəud/ noun a character coding system 
which is able to detect an error or bad char- 
acter but not correct it 

self-checking system /,self ,tfeki 
'sıstəm/ noun a system which carries out 
diagnostic tests on itself usually at switch 
on 

self-correcting /,selfko'rekt1/ adjec- 
tive referring to a word processor that au- 
tomatically corrects any typing errors 
made by the user as soon as he or she 
makes them 

self-correcting codes % /self kə 
rekt 'kaudz/ plural noun a character 
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coding system which is able to detect and 
correct an error or bad character 
self-diagnostic /self darog'nvstik/ 
noun a computer that runs a series of diag- 
nostic programs (usually when the compu- 
ter is switched on) to ensure that all cir- 
cuits, memory and peripherals are working 
correctly 

self-documenting program /self 
\dokjumentin 'praugrem/ noun a com- 
puter program providing the user with op- 
erating instructions as it runs 

self extracting archive /self 1k 
/Strektin 'a:karv/ noun a compressed 
file that includes the program to de-com- 
press the contents 

self-learning /self 'ls:n1n/ adjective re- 
ferring to an expert system that adds each 
new piece of information or rule to its da- 
tabase, improving its knowledge, expertise 
and performance as it is used 
self-refreshing RAM / self ri,frefi 
'ræm/ noun a dynamic RAM chip with 
built-in circuitry to generate refresh sig- 
nals, allowing data to be retained when the 
power is off, using battery back-up 
self-relocating program /self ri:ləu 
kerty 'prougrem/ noun a program that 
can be loaded into any part of memory 
(that will modify its addresses depending 
on the program origin address) 
self-resetting loop /,self ri: setıņ 
‘lu:p/ noun a loop that returns any loca- 
tions or registers accessed during its exe- 
cution to the state they were in 
self-restoring loop /,self r1,sto:rm 
‘lu:p/ noun same as self-resetting loop 
semantic error /so,mzenttk 'erə/ noun 
an error due to use of an incorrect symbol 
within a program instruction 

semantics /sı1'mæntıks/ noun (in com- 
puting) meanings of words or symbols 
used in programs 

semaphore /'sema,fo:/ noun coordina- 
tion of two jobs and appropriate handshak- 
ing to prevent lock-outs or other problems 
when both require a peripheral or function 
semi- /semi/ prefix half or partly 
semicolon /,semi'koulon/ noun a 
printed sign (;) which marks the end of a 
program line or statement in some lan- 
guages (such as C and Pascal) 
semicompiled /,semikouy'parld/ ad- 
jective (object code) program converted 
from a source code program, but not con- 
taining the code for functions from librar- 
ies, etc., that were used in the source code 


semiconductor /,semikon'dakto/ 
noun a material with conductive proper- 
ties between those of a conductor (such as 
a metal) and an insulator 


COMMENT: Semiconductor material (such as 
silicon) is used as a base for manufacturing 
integrated circuits and other solid-state com- 
ponents, usually by depositing various types 
of doping substances on orinto its surface. 


semiconductor device 
/,semikondakto di'vars/ noun an elec- 
tronic component constructed on a small 
piece of semiconductor (the components 
on the device are constructed using pat- 
terns of insulator or conductor or semicon- 
ductor material whose properties can be 
changed by doping) 

semiconductor memory 
/,semikondaktoa 'mem(a)ri/ noun storage 
using capacitors (dynamic memory) or 
latches and bistables (static memory) con- 
structed as a semiconductor device to store 
bits of data 

semi-processed data = /,semi 
\prousesd 'dertə/ noun raw data which 
has had some processing carried out, such 
as sorting, recording, error detection, etc. 
sender /'sendə/ noun a person who 
sends a message 

send-only device /send '‘sunli di 
,vars/ noun a device such as a terminal 
which cannot receive data, but can only 
transmit it 

Send To command /'send tu kə 
‚ma:nd/ noun a menu command, available 
from the File menu of Windows applica- 
tions, that allows a user to send the file or 
data currently open in the application to 
another application 

sense /sens/ verb to examine the state of 
a device or electronic component O The 
condition of the switch was sensed by the 
program. 

sense recovery time /sens_ ri 
'kav(a)ri_ ,tarm/ noun the time that a 
RAM device takes to switch from read to 
write mode 

sense switch /'sens switf/ noun a 
switch on a computer front panel whose 
state can by examined by the computer 
sensitive /'sensittv/ adjective which 
can sense even small changes O The com- 
puter is sensitive even to very slight chang- 
es in current. 

sensitivity /,senst'tiviti/ noun 1. being 
sensitive to something O The scanner’s 
sensitivity to small objects. 2. the mini- 
mum power of a received signal that is 
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necessary for a receiver to distinguish the 
signal 

sensor /'senso/ noun an electronic de- 
vice which produces an output dependent 
upon the condition or physical state of a 
process O The sensor’s output varies with 
temperature. ù transducer 

sensor glove /'sensə glav/ noun a 
glove, used with virtual reality applica- 
tions, that fits over a user’s hand and has 
sensors that detect when the user moves 
his fingers or arm and so control an image 
on screen 

sentinel /'sentin(9)l/ noun 1. a marker 
or pointer to a special section of data 2. a 
flag which reports the status of a register 
after a mathematical or logical operation 
separate channel signalling 
/,sep(a)rat ,tfeen(o)l 'sign(a)lin/ noun 
the process of using independent commu- 
nications channels or bands in a mul- 
tichannel system to send the control data 
and messages 

separated graphics /,seporeitid 
'græfıks/ plural noun displayed charac- 
ters that do not take up the whole of a char- 
acter matrix, resulting in spaces between 
them 

separator /'sepo,reita/ noun a symbol 
used to distinguish parts of an instruction 
line in a program, such as command and 
argument. ù delimiter 

SEPP /es i: pi: 'pi:/ noun a system de- 
veloped to provide a secure link between a 
user’s browser and a vendor’s Website to 
allow the user to pay for goods over the In- 
ternet. Full form secure encryption pay- 
ment protocol. ù PGP, S-HTTP, SSL, 
STT 

septet /sep'tet/ noun a word made up of 
seven bits 

sequence /'si:kwans/ noun a number 
of items or data arranged as a logical, or- 
dered list O The sequence of names is ar- 
ranged alphabetically. the logon se- 
quence the order in which user number, 
password and other authorisation codes 
are to be entered when attempting to ac- 
cess a system 

sequence check /'si:kwons tfek/ 
noun a check to ensure that sorted data is 
in the correct order 

sequence control register, se- 
quence counter noun a CPU register 
which contains the address of the next in- 
struction to be processed. Abbr SCR. Also 














called sequence register, instruction 
address register, instruction counter 
sequenced packet exchange 
/,sitkwonsd 'pekit 1ks,tfemnd3/ noun 
full form of SPX 

sequencer /'sizkwonso/ noun a section 
within a bit-slice microprocessor which 
contains the next microprogram address 
sequence register /'siikwəns 
,red3ista/ noun same as Sequence con- 
trol register 

sequential /s1'kwenJ(a)l/ adjective ar- 
ranged in an ordered manner 
sequential access /si,kwenf(a)l 
'ækses/ noun a method of retrieving data 
from a storage device by starting at the be- 
ginning of the medium and reading each 
record until the required data is found 


COMMENT: A tape storage system uses se- 
quential access, since the tape has to be 
played through until the section required is 
found. The access time of sequential access 
storage is dependent on the position in the file 
of the data, compared with random access 
which has the same access time for any piece 
of data in a list. 


sequential access storage /sı 
ikwen/J(o)l 'ekses ,storrid3/ noun a stor- 
age medium in which the data is accessed 
sequentially 

sequential batch processing /si 
ikwenJ(o)l 'betf ,prousesin/ noun the 
process of completing one job in a batch 
before the next can be started 
sequential computer /s1,kwenf(a)l 
kom'pjuito/ noun a type of computer, for 
which each instruction must be completed 
before the next is started, and so cannot 
handle parallel processing 

sequential file /st'kwenf(o)l farl/ 
noun a stored file whose records are ac- 
cessed sequentially 

sequential logic = /s1,kwenf(a)l 
'lod31k/ noun a logic circuit whose output 
depends on the logic state of the previous 
inputs 

sequentially /st'kwenfoali/ adverb 
(done) one after the other, in sequence 
sequential mode = /si'kwenf(a)l 
maud/ noun a mode in which each in- 
struction in a program is stored in consec- 
utive locations 

sequential operation /s1,kwen{(a)l 
\Dpa'rerf(a)n/ noun operations executed 
one after the other 

sequential packet exchange /s1 
ikwenf(o)l 'pekit 1ks,tfernd3/ noun a 
network transport protocol developed by 
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Novell and used to carry IPX network traf- 
fic. Abbr SPX 

sequential processing /sI 
ikwenf (o)l 'prausesiy/ noun data or in- 
structions processed sequentially, in the 
same order as they are accessed 
sequential search /si,kwenf(a)l 
's3itf/ noun a search where each item in a 
list (starting at the beginning) is checked 
until the required one is found 

serial /'storial/ adjective referring to 
data or instructions which are ordered se- 
quentially (one after the other) and not in 
parallel 

serial access /,storisl 'ekses/ noun 
one item of the data accessed by reading 
through all the data in a list until the cor- 
rect one is found (as on a tape) 
serial-access memory /,srəriəl 
jekses 'mem(a)ri/ noun full form of 
SAM 

serial adder / storial 'ædə/ noun an ad- 
dition circuit which acts on one digit at a 
time from a larger number 

serial computer /,storiol kam'pju:to/ 
noun a computer system which has a sin- 
gle ALU and carries out instructions one at 
a time 

serial data communications 
/,storial ,detto ko,mjurni'kerf(a)nz/ 
noun same as serial data transmission 
serial data transmission /,srorial 
'dertə traenz,mif(9)n/ noun the transmis- 
sion of the separate bits that make up data 
words, one at a time down a single line 
serial file /,storial 'farl/ noun same as 
sequential file 

serial input/output /,sroriol ,mput 
‘autput/ noun full form of SIO 

serial input/parallel output /,srorial 
Input ,perolel 'autput/ noun a device 
which can accept serial data and transmit 
parallel data. Abbr SIPO. Also called se- 
rial to parallel converter 

serial input/serial output /,srorial 
Input ,storiol 'autput/ noun full form of 
SISO 

serial line Internet protocol /,starial 
larn 'ıntənet ,prautakol/ noun full form 
of SLIP 

serially /'storiali/ adverb one after the 
other or in a series O Their transmission 
rate is 64,000 bits per second through a 
parallel connection or 19,200 serially. 
serial memory /,sroriol 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun storage whose locations can only be 


accessed in a serial way: locating one item 
requires a search through every location 
serial mouse /,storial 'maus/ noun a 
mouse that connects to the serial port of a 
PC and transfers positional data via the se- 
rial port (NOTE: the plural is serial mice) 
serial operation /,siorial ,vpa 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun the working of a device on 
data in a sequential manner 

serial port /'storial po:t/ noun a con- 
nector and circuit used to convert the data 
in a computer to and from a form in which 
each bit is transmitted one at a time over a 
single wire. Normally, data in a computer 
is transferred around the computer in par- 
allel form that is eight or 16 bits wide. If 
you want to use a modem, you need to 
send the modem serial data that it can con- 
vert into sound signals that can be sent one 
at a time over a telephone line. 

serial printer /,storial 'prıntə/ noun a 
printer which prints characters one at a 
time 

serial processing /,storial 
‘prousesin/ noun data or instructions 
processed sequentially, in the same order 
as they are retrieved 

serial storage /,storial 'sto:r1d3/ noun 
storage which only allows sequential ac- 
cess 

serial to parallel converter /,storial 
ta ,peralel kon'v3ita/ noun same as se- 
rial input/parallel output 

serial transmission /,storiol trænz 
'mıf(ə)n/ noun data transmitted one bit at 
a time (this is the normal method of trans- 
mission over long distances, since al- 
though slower it uses fewer lines and so is 
cheaper than parallel transmission) 
series /'stari:z/ noun a group of related 
items ordered sequentially 

series circuit /‘stori:z ,s3:kit/ noun a 
circuit in which the components are con- 
nected serially 


COMMENT: In a series circuit the same current 
flows through each component; in a parallel 
circuit the current flow is dependent upon the 
component impedance. 


server /'ss:va/ noun a dedicated compu- 
ter which provides a function to a network 


“Sequent Computer Systems’ Platform division will 
focus on hardware and software manufacture, pro- 
curement and marketing, with the Enterprise divi- 
sion concentrating on services and server implemen- 
tation.’ [Computing] 

COMMENT: In a network the hard disk machine 
is called the ‘server’ and the floppy disk units 
the ‘satellites’. In a star network each satellite 
is linked individually to a central server. 
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server access log /,s3:va 'ekses Ing/ 
noun same as access log (see) 


server-based application /,s3:vo 
berst ,zpli'ke1f(a)n/ noun an application 
program, stored on a server’s hard disk, 
which can be accessed (and executed) by 
several users at one time 


server farm /'ss:və fa:m/ noun a busi- 
ness consisting of a group of Internet serv- 
ers, all of which are linked to one another 
and are engaged in web hosting 


server message block /s3:vo 
'mesid3 blok/ noun full form of SMB 


service /'ss3:vis/ verb to check or repair 
or maintain a system O The disk drives 
were serviced yesterday and are working 
well. 


service bit /'sa:vis brt/ noun a trans- 
mitted bit used for control rather than data 
service bureau /'ss:vis_,bjuarau/ 
noun a company which provides a special- 
ist service, such as outputting DTP files to 
a typesetter, converting files or creating 
slides from graphics files 

service contract /'ss:vis ,kontrekt/ 
noun an agreement that an engineer will 
service equipment if it goes wrong 
service program /'sa:vis ,prougrem/ 
noun a program used for routine activities 
such as file searching, copying, sorting, 
debugging, etc. 

service provider /'ss:vis prə,vardə/ 
noun a company that offers users a con- 
nection to the Internet; the service provid- 
er has a computer that acts as a domain 
name server and has a high-speed link to 
the Internet. It provides modem access to 
the Internet via point-of-presence tele- 
phone numbers. You connect to the Inter- 
net by setting up an account with the serv- 
ice provider then dialling into its point-of- 
presence telephone number with a modem. 
services /'ss:visiz/ plural noun 1. a set 
of functions provided by a device 2. (in an 
OSI network model) a set of functions 
provided by one OSI layer for use by a 
higher layer 

service side includes /,ss3:vis said 
in'klu:dz/ plural noun special extensions 
to a web server that allow the webpage, 
scripts and programs to access special fea- 
tures, such as a count of visitors to a site. 
Abbr SSI 

session /'seJ(9)n/ noun the time during 
which a program or process is running or 
active 


session layer /'sef(ə)n ,lera/ noun the 
fifth layer in the ISO/OSI standard model 
which makes the connection/disconnec- 
tion between transmitter and receiver 

set /set/ noun a number of related data 
items E verb 1. to make one variable equal 
to a value O We set the right-hand margin 
at 80 characters. 2. to define a parameter 
value 3. to give a binary data bit the value 
of one 

SET /set/ plural noun the standards creat- 
ed by a group of banks and Internet com- 
panies that allow users to buy goods over 
the Internet without risk of hackers. Full 
form secure electronic transactions. 
Same as SSL 

set breakpoints /set 'brerkpornts/ 
verb to define the position of breakpoints 
within a program being debugged 

set theory /set '®rəri/ noun mathemat- 
ics related to numerical sets 

set up /'set ap/ verb to configure, initial- 
ize, define or start an application or system 
O The new computer worked well as soon 
as the engineer had set it up. 

setup option /'setap ,ppf(a)n/ noun 
the choices available when setting up a 
system 

setup program /'setap ,praugrem/ 
noun a utility program that helps a user 
configure their computer or new software 
application 

setup time /‘setap tarm/ noun a period 
of time between a signal to start an opera- 
tion and the start 

sexadecimal /,seksa'destmol/ noun » 
hex 

sex changer /'seks ,tfemd3a/ noun a 
device for changing a female connection 
to a male or vice versa 

sextet /,seks'tet/ noun a byte made up 
of six bits 

sf signalling /,es ef 'stgn(o)l1/ noun 
same as Single frequency signalling 
SGML / es d3i: em'el/ noun a hardware- 
independent standard which defines how 
documents should be marked up to indi- 
cate bolds, italics, margins and so on. Full 
form Standard Generalized Markup 
Language 

shading /'fetdin/ noun a simple method 
of applying shading to a three-dimensional 
scene using a single point of light and cal- 
culating the shade and highlights on each 
object; this type of shading is calculated 
for each polygon that makes up an object 
and can sometimes causes unwanted ef- 
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fects as shading may differ on each poly- 
gon 
shadowmask /'fædəuma:sk/ noun a 
sheet with holes placed just behind the 
front of a colour monitor screen to sepa- 
rate the three-colour picture beams 
shadow memory, shadow page noun 
duplicate memory locations accessed by a 
special code 
shadow page table /'fzdou peid3 
,terb(a)I/ noun a conversion table which 
lists real memory locations with their 
equivalent shadow memory locations 
shadow RAM /'fædəu rem/ noun a 
method of improving the performance of a 
PC by copying the contents of a (slow) 
ROM chip to a faster RAM chip when the 
computer is first switched on 
shadow ROM /'fædəu rom/ noun 
read-only shadow memory 
shannon /'fznon/ noun a measure of 
the information content of a transmission 
Shannon’s Law /'fænənz lo:/ noun a 
law defining the maximum information- 
carrying capacity of a transmission line 
COMMENT: Shannon's Law is defined as B Ig(1 


+ S/N) where B = Bandwidth, Ig is logarithm to 
the base two and S/N is Signal to Noise ratio. 


shared access /feod 'ækses/ noun the 
use of a computer or peripheral by more 
than one person or system 

shared bus /,feod 'bas/ noun one bus 
used (usually) for address and data transfer 
between the CPU and a peripheral 
shared directory /feod da'rekt(o)ri/ 
noun a directory (on a file server or work- 
station) which can be accessed by several 
users connected to a network 

shared file /,fead 'fatl/ noun a stored 
file which can be accessed by more than 
one user or system 

shared folder /feəd 'fəuldə/ noun a 
folder of files stored on a computer’s local 
hard disk drive that can be used (or shared) 
by other users on the network 

shared logic system /,fead 'lnd31k 
,sistom/ noun one computer and backing 
storage device used by a number of people 
in a network for an application 

shared logic text processor /,fead 
nd3zik ‘tekst ,prausesa/ noun word- 
processing available to a number of users 
of a shared logic system 

shared memory /feod 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun memory accessed by more than one 
CPU 


shared network directory /,feod 
‘netwa:k dar,rekt(9)ri/ noun a directory 
(on a file server or workstation) which can 
be accessed by several users connected to 
a network 
shared resources system /,feod rı 
'ZOISIZ ,s1stom/ noun a system where one 
peripheral or backing storage device or 
other resource is used by a number of users 
share-level access /,fea _lev(a)l 
'ækses/ noun a method used to set up net- 
work security to protect local resources 
share level security /,feo lev(o)l s1 
'kjuoriti/ noun a network operating sys- 
tem which assigns passwords to resources 
rather than setting up user accounts to lim- 
it access 
shareware /'feə,weə/ noun software 
which is available free to try, but if kept the 
user is expected to pay a fee to the writer 
(often confused with public domain soft- 
ware which is completely free) 
‘Bulletin board users know the dangers of ‘flaming’ 
(receiving hostile comments following a naive or ri- 
diculous assertion) and of being seen ‘troughing’ 
(grabbing every bit of shareware on the network).” 
[Computing] 
sheet /fi:t/ noun a large piece of paper 
sheet feed /'fi:t fi:d/ noun a device 
which puts one sheet at a time into a print- 
er 
shell /fel/ noun software which operates 
between the user and the operating system, 
often to try and make the operating system 
more friendly or easier to use 
shell out /,fel 'aut/ verb (when running 
an application) to exit to the operating sys- 
tem, whilst the original application is still 
in memory; the user then returns to the ap- 
plication O I shelled out from the word- 
processor to check which files were on the 


floppy, then went back to the program. 


shell script /,fel 'skrrpt/ noun a script- 
ing language (such as Perl) that is used to 
create programs that can enhance a web- 
site, e.g. to search a site for a key word 
shell sort /,fel 'so:t/ noun an algorithm 
for sorting data items, in which items can 
be moved more than one position per sort 
action 

shield /fi:ld/ noun a metal screen con- 
nected to earth, used to prevent harmful 
voltages or interference reaching sensitive 
electronic equipment E verb to protect a 
signal or device from external interference 
or harmful voltages 

shielded cable /fi:ldid 'kerb(s)l/ 
noun a cable made up of a conductive core 
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surrounded by an insulator, then a conduc- 
tive layer to protect the transmitted signal 
against interference 

shielded twisted pair cable / fi:ldid 
,twistid 'pea ,kerb(a)l/ noun a cable con- 
sisting of two insulated copper wires twist- 
ed around each other (to reduce induction 
and so interference), then wrapped in an 
insulated shielding layer to further reduce 
interference. Also called STP cable 
shift /fift/ verb 1. to move a bit or word 
of data left or right by a certain amount 
(usually one bit) 2. to change from one 
character set to another, allowing other 
characters (such as capitals) to be used 
shift character /fift 'kærıktə/ noun a 
transmitted character code which indicates 
that the following code is to be shifted 
shift code /,fıft 'koud/ noun a method 
of increasing total possible bit combina- 
tions by using a number of bits to indicate 
if the following code is to be shifted 
shift instruction /fift m'strakfoan/ 
noun a computer command to shift the 
contents of a register to the left or right 
Shift key /'fıft ki:/ noun the key on a 
keyboard which switches on secondary 
functions for keys, such as another charac- 
ter set, by changing the output to upper 
case 

shift left /'fıft ,left/ noun a left arithme- 
tic shift of data in a word (the number is 
doubled for each left shift) 

shift register /fift 'red31sto/ noun 
temporary storage into which data can be 
shifted 

shift right /'fıft ,rart/ nouna right arith- 
metic shift of data in a word (the number is 
halved for each right shift) 

Shockwave /'fpkwerv/ a trade name 
for a system developed by Macromedia 
that allows web browsers to display com- 
plex multimedia effects 

shoot /fu:t/ verb to take a picture or 
record a video sequence with a camera 
shopping agent /'fopiy ,erd3ənt/ 
noun a computer program used to browse 
websites searching for a product or service 
shopping basket /'fopiıņy ,ba:skıt/, 
shopping cart /'fopıy ka:t/ noun soft- 
ware that runs on a web server and pro- 
vides an electronic version of a real shop- 
ping basket; the software allows a visitor 
to the website to view items in the cata- 
logue, add items to their shopping basket 
and then pay for the goods at an electronic 
checkout. ù real-time authorisation 


short card /,fo:t 'ka:d/ noun an add-on 
expansion board which is shorter than a 
standard size 
shortcut /'fo:t,kat/ noun a feature of 
Windows that allows a user to define an 
icon that links to another file or applica- 
tion, e.g., you could place shortcut icons 
on the Windows Desktop to allow you to 
start an application without using the 
menu commands. The shortcut has the 
same icon as the original file but has a tiny 
arrow in the bottom left-hand corner. It is 
not a duplicate of the original, rather it is a 
pointer to the original file. 
short haul modem /,fo:t hol 
‘moudem/ noun a modem used to trans- 
mit data over short distances (often within 
a building), usually without using a carrier 
short message service /,fo:t 
‘mesid3 ,s3:vis/ noun a system that al- 
lows short text messages to be sent be- 
tween and to mobile telephones; the serv- 
ice depends upon the telephone company. 
Abbr SMS 
shout /faut/ verb to type a message or 
electronic mail in capital letters 
S-HTTP /es ,ertJ ti: ti: 'pi:/ noun a sys- 
tem developed to provide a secure link be- 
tween a user’s browser and a vendor’s 
Website to allow the user to pay for goods 
over the Internet. Full form secure hy- 
pertext transfer protocol. ò PGP, SEPP, 
SET, SSL, STT 
shut down /,fat 'daun/ verb to switch 
off and stop the functions of a machine or 
system 
ShutDown /'fatdaun/ noun (in Win- 
dows) a command that will close down 
Windows and, if the user has a compatible 
PC, will switch off the computer 
shut-off mechanism /'fat vf 
*mekoniz(a)m/ noun a device which 
stops a process in case of fault 

COMMENT: Most hard disks have an automatic 


shut-off mechanism to pull the head back from 
the read position when the power is turned off. 


sideways ROM /'satdweiz rom/ noun 
software which allows selection of a par- 
ticular memory bank or ROM device 

SIG /stg/ noun a group within a larger 
club which is interested in a particular as- 
pect of software or hardware O Our local 
computer club has a SIG for comms and 
networking. Full form special interest 
group 

sign /satn/ noun polarity of a number or 
signal (whether it is positive or negative) i 
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verb to identify oneself to a computer us- 
ing a personalised signature o to sign off 
to log off a system o to sign on to log on 
to a system 

signal /'sıgn(ə)l/ noun 1. a generated an- 
alog or digital waveform used to carry in- 
formation O The signal received from the 
computer contained the answer. 2. a short 
message used to carry control codes W 
verb to send a message to a computer O 
Signal to the network that we are busy. 
signal conditioning /‘stgn(9)l kon 
,dif(a)n1n/ noun the process of converting 
or translating a signal into a form that is 
accepted by a device 

signal conversion /'sign(o)l kon 
,V31f(9)n/ noun the process of processing, 
changing or modulating a signal 

signal distance /'sıgn(ə)l ,distons/ 
noun a number of bit positions with differ- 
ent contents in two data words 

signal element /'sıgn(ə)l ,elimont/ 
noun the smallest basic unit used when 
transmitting digital data 

signalling /'stgn(9)l1/ noun 1. a meth- 
od used by a transmitter to warn a receiver 
that a message is to be sent 2. a communi- 
cation to the transmitter about the state of 
the receiver o in band signalling use of a 
normal voice grade channel for data trans- 
mission 

signal processing /'stgn(a)l 
,prousesin/ noun processing of signals to 
extract the information contained O The 
system is used by students doing research 
on signal processing techniques. 

signal to noise ratio /,sign(o)l to 
'norz ,rerfiou/ noun the difference be- 
tween the power of the transmitted signal 
and the noise on the line. Abbr S/N 

sign and magnitude /sam on 
'mægnıtju:d/ noun a number representa- 
tion in which the most significant bit indi- 
cates the sign of the number, the rest of the 
bits its value 

sign and modulus /samn on 
'mpdjuləs/ noun a way of representing 
numbers, where one bit shows if the 
number is positive or negative (usually 0 = 
positive, 1 = negative) 

signature /'stgnitfa/ noun a special au- 
thentication code, such as a password, 
which a user gives prior to access to a sys- 
tem or prior to the execution of a task (to 
prove identity) 

signature file /‘signitfa fatl/ noun a 
short text file, containing information such 






































as the user’s name and address, that is used 
as a signature at the end of e-mails and 
Usenet messages 

sign bit /\satn 'brt/ noun a single bit 
which indicates if a binary number is pos- 
itive or negative (usually 0 = positive, 1 = 
negative) 

sign digit /satn 'dıd3ıt/ noun one digit 
which indicates if a number is positive or 
negative 

signed field /,samd 'fi:ld/ noun a stor- 
age field which can contain a number and 
a sign bit 

signed magnitude /,saind 
‘meegnitju:d/ noun same as sign and 
magnitude 

significance /sig'niftkons/ noun a 
special meaning 

significant /sıg'nıfıkənt/ 
which has a special meaning 
significant digit codes /sig,nifikont 
'didzit ,kaudz/ plural noun codes which 
indicate various details of an item, by as- 
signing each one a value 

signify /‘stgni,fat/ verb to mean O A 
carriage return code signifies the end of an 
input line. 

sign indicator /sam 'ındı,kertə/ noun 
same as Sign bit 

sign position /saim po'zif(a)n/ noun a 
digit or bit position which contains the 
sign bit or digit 

silicon /'sılıkən/ noun an element with 
semiconductor properties, used in crystal 
form as a base for IC manufacture 


COMMENT: Silicon is used in the electronics in- 
dustry as a base material for integrated cir- 
cuits. It is grown as a long crystal which is then 
sliced into wafers before being etched or 
treated, producing several hundred chips per 
wafer. Other materials, such as germanium or 
gallium arsenide, are also used as a base for 
ICs. 


silicon chip /'sılıkən tfıp/ noun a 
small piece of silicon in and on the surface 
of which a complete circuit or logic func- 
tion has been produced by depositing other 
substances or by doping 

silicon disk /'stltkan disk/ noun a sec- 
tion of RAM made to look and behave like 
a high speed disk drive. Also called RAM 
disk 

silicon foundry /‘siliken ,faundri/ 
noun a machine used to create crystals of 
silicon, then slice them into silicon wafers 
Silicon Valley /,stltkan 'væli/ noun an 
area in California where many US semi- 
conductor device manufacturers are based 


adjective 
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silicon wafer /,stltkon 'werfo/ noun a 
thin slice of a pure silicon crystal, usually 
around 4 inches in diameter on which inte- 
grated circuits are produced (these are then 
cut out of the wafer to produce individual 
chips) 

SIMD /,es ar em 'di:/ noun the architec- 
ture of a parallel computer which has a 
number of ALUs and data buses with one 
control unit. Full form single instruction 
stream multiple data stream 

SIMM / es at em 'em/ noun a small, com- 
pact circuit board with an edge connector 
along one edge that carries densely- 
packed memory chips O You can expand 
the main memory of your PC by plugging 
in two more SIMMs. Full form single in- 
line memory module 

simple device /,stmp(o)l di'vars/ 
noun a multimedia device that does not re- 
quire a data file for playback, such as a CD 
drive used to play audio CDs 


simple mail transfer protocol 
/sımpəl merl 'trænsfs: ,prəutəkpl/ 
noun full form of SMTP 


simple network management pro- 
tocol / sımpəl netws:k 'mænıdzmənt 
,proutokpl/ noun a network management 
system which defines how status data is 
sent from monitored nodes back to a con- 
trol station; SNMP is able to work with 
virtually any type of network hardware 
and software. Abbr SNMP 

simple to use /'sımp(ə)l ta, tu/ adjec- 
tive (of a machine or software) easy to use 
and operate 

simplex /‘stmpleks/ noun full form of 
SPX. opposite duplex 

simulate /'stmju,lert/ verb to copy the 
behaviour of a system or device with an- 
other O This software simulates the action 
of an aircraft. 

simulation /,stmju'lerf(9)n/ noun an 
operation where a computer is made to im- 
itate a real life situation or a machine, and 
shows how something works or will work 
in the future O Simulation techniques have 
reached a high degree of sophistication. 
simulator /'stmju,letta/ noun a device 
which simulates another system 
simultaneity /,sım(ə)ltə'ni:əti/ noun 
in which the CPU and the I/O sections of a 
computer can handle different data or 
tasks at the same time 

simultaneous /,sim(a)I'temiss/ ad- 
jective which takes place at the same time 
as something else 


simultaneous processing 
/,s1m(a)lternios 'prausesin/ noun two or 
more processes executed at the same time 
COMMENT: True simultaneous processing re- 
quires two processors, but can be imitated by 
switching rapidly between two tasks with a 
single processor. 
simultaneous transmission 
/sım(ə)lterniəs trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun 
the transmission of data or control codes in 
two directions at the same time (NOTE: 
same as duplex) 


single address code /,sing(o)l ə 
'dres ,kaud/ noun a machine code in- 
struction which contains one operator and 
one address 


single address instruction 
/,stng(9)l ə,dres m'strakfan/ noun same 
as single address code 


single address message /,sıņg(o)l ə 
'dres ,mesid3/ noun a message with a sin- 
gle destination 

single attachment station /,stng(0)l 
a tætfmənt 'sterf(a)n/ noun (in an FDDI 
network) a station with only one port 
through which to attach to the network; 
SAS stations are connected to the FDDI 
ring through a concentrator. Abbr SAS 


single board computer /,s1ng(0)l 
bord kom'pju:ta/ noun full form of SBC 


single-board microcomputer 
/,smyg(9)l_ bord = 'markraukom,pju:ta/ 
noun a microcomputer whose components 
are all contained on a single printed circuit 
board 

single chip computer /,stng(a)l t frp 
kom'pjuite/ noun a complete simple 
computer including CPU, memory and in- 
put/output ports on one chip 


single-chip microcontroller 
/,sng(9)l tfıp 'markrokon,traule/ noun 
one integrated circuit that contains a CPU, 
T/O ports, RAM and often a basic pro- 
gramming language 

single density disk /,stng(o)l 
idensiti 'disk/ noun a standard magnetic 
disk able to store data. Abbr SD 

single frequency signalling 
/,syg(a)l 'frizkwonsi ,sign(a)lin/ noun 
the use of various frequency signals to rep- 
resent different control codes. Also called 
sf signalling 

single function software /,stng(0)l 
'fankfon ,softwea/ noun an applications 
program used for one kind of task only 


single in-line memory module 
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single in-line memory module 
/,siyg(o)l In lain 'mem(ə)ri ,modju:l/ 
noun full form of SIMM 

single in-line package /,s1ng(a)l ın 
lain 'peekid3/ noun an electronic compo- 
nent which has all its leads on one side of 
its package. Abbr SIP 

single instruction stream multiple 
data stream /,stjg(o)l m,strakfon 
strim ,maltrp(a)l 'dertə ,strizm/ noun 
full form of SIMD 

single instruction stream single 
data stream /,smg(o)l m,strakfon 
striim ,sing(a)l 'dertə strizm/ noun full 
form of SISD 

single key response /,s1ng(0)l ‘ki: r1 
ssppns/ noun software which requires 
only one key to be pressed to select an op- 
tion 

single length precision /,stng(0)l 
len@ pri's13(a)n/ noun a number stored in 
one word 

single length working /,s1ng(0)l len® 
‘wsikin/ noun the process of using num- 
bers that can be stored within a single 
word 

single line display /,stng(0)l larn dis 
‘ple1/ noun a small screen which displays 
a single line of characters at a time 
single mode fibre /,stjg(a)l moud 
‘farba/ noun an optic fibre that has a very 
narrow diameter (of 10 microns or less) 
and is designed to transmit a single light 
signal over a long distance; this type of fi- 
bre has a bandwidth of 5Gbits/second and 
is normally used for long distance tele- 
phone networks 

single operand instruction 
/,siyg(o)l ,opereend in'strakfan/ noun 
same as single address code 

single operation /stjg(0)l_ ,vpo 
'rerf(ə)n/ noun a communications system 
which allows data to travel in only one di- 
rection at a time (controlled by codes S/O 
= send only, R/O = receive only, S/R = 
send or receive) 

single-pass assembler /,stng(0)l 
pars ə'semblə/ noun an object code pro- 
duced in one run through the assembler of 
the source program 

single pass operation /,s1ng(o)l 
pars ,ppa'rerf(a)n/ noun software which 
produces the required result or carries out 
a task after one run 

single precision /,smg(o)l_ pri 
's13(9)n/ noun a number stored in one 
word 


single quotes /'sing(9)l kwavutz/ plu- 
ral noun single inverted commas 

single sheet feed /,stng(o)l fi:t 'fird/ 
noun a paper feed system which puts sin- 
gle sheets of paper into a printer, one at a 
time 

single-sided disk /,smg(o)l_ ,satdid 
'disk/ noun a floppy disk that can only 
store data on one side, because of the way 
itis manufactured or formatted. Abbr SSD 
single speed /'s1ng(0)I spi:d/ noun the 
speed at which a CD-ROM is spun by a 
drive, usually 230rpm 

single step /'sıņg(ə)l step/ noun the 
process of executing a computer program 
one instruction at a time, used for debug- 
ging 

single-strike ribbon /,styg(o)! stratk 
'ribon/ noun a printer ribbon which can 
only be used once 

single-system image  /,stng(o)l 
,sistom 'ımıd3/ noun an operational view 
of multiple networks, distributed databas- 
es or multiple computer systems as if they 
were one system 

single-user system /,s1jg(o)l ,ju:zo 
'sistom/ noun a computer system which 
can only be used by a single user at a time 
(as opposed to a multi-user system) 

sink /stnk/ noun the receiving end of a 
communications line. Opposite source 
sink tree /,s1nk 'tri:/ noun a description 
in a routing table of all the paths in a net- 
work to a destination 

SIO abbr serial input/output 

SIP abbr single in-line package 

SIPO abbr serial input/parallel output 
SISD /,es ares 'di:/ noun the architecture 
of a serial computer, which has one ALU 
and data bus, with one control unit. Full 
form single instruction stream single 
data stream 

SISO abbr serial input/serial output 

site /satt/ noun a place where something 
is based 

site licence /sait 'lais(9)ns/ noun a li- 
cence between a software publisher and a 
user which allows any number of users in 
that site to use the software O We have ne- 
gotiated a good deal for the site licence for 
the 1200 employees in our HQ. 

site poll /,sart 'paul/ verb to poll all the 
terminals or devices in a particular loca- 
tion or area. ù polling 

6 degrees of freedom /,stks di,gri:z 
av 'friidəm/ noun (in virtual reality) a de- 
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scription of the movements and vision that 
a user can interpret: normally three visual 
dimensions together with movement 
16-bit /'stksti:n brt/ data that is trans- 
ferred sixteen bits at a time along sixteen 
parallel conductors; in a processor this re- 
fers to its ability to manipulate data that is 
sixteen bits wide representing numbers up 
to 65,536 

sixteen-bit /,stks'ti:n bit/ adjective (of 
a microcomputer system or CPU) which 
handles data in sixteen bit words, provid- 
ing much faster operation than older eight- 
bit systems 

16-bit sample = /siksti:zn bit 
‘sarmp(9)I/ noun single sample of an ana- 
log signal which is stored as a 16-bit 
number, meaning that there are 65,536 
possible levels. A ‘16-bit sound card’ can 
sometimes mean that the card generates 
16-bit samples, but it can also mean that it 
generates 8-bit samples, but fits into a 16- 
bit expansion slot. ù 8-bit sample, 24-bit 
sample 

size /satz/ noun the physical dimensions 
of an image, object or page W verb to cal- 
culate the resources available, and those 
required, to carry out a particular job 
skeletal code /'skelit(9)l kaud/ noun a 
program which is not complete, with the 
basic structure coded 

skew /skju:/ noun the amount by which 
something is not correctly aligned W verb 
to align something incorrectly O This page 
is badly skewed. 

skin /skin/ noun 1. a piece of software 
that changes the appearance of images 
produced by existing software without 
changing their function 2. the changed im- 
age that is produced by a piece of skin soft- 
ware W verb to change the appearance of 
images produced by existing software, 
without changing their function 

skip /sktp/ verb to ignore an instruction 
in a sequence of instructions O The printer 
skipped the next three lines of text. 

skip capability /skip ,kerpo'brloti/ 
noun a feature of certain word-processors 
to allow the user to jump backwards or for- 
wards by a quantity of text in a document 
skip instruction /skrp in'strakfon/ 
noun a null computer command which di- 
rects the CPU to the next instruction 
slash /slæf/ noun a punctuation mark (/) 
that is used to separate optional items in a 
list and to express fractions or ratios, and 
that has various uses in computer pro- 


gramming, e.g. to separate off certain sec- 
tions of an Internet address 

slashed zero /slefd 'ziorau/ noun a 
printed or written sign (Ø) 

slave /sletv/ noun a remote secondary 
computer or terminal controlled by a cen- 
tral computer 

slave cache /,slerv 'kæf/ noun a sec- 
tion of high-speed memory which stores 
data that the CPU can access quickly 
slave processor /sletv 'prəu,sesə/ 
nouna dedicated processor controlled by a 
master processor 

slave store /'slerv sto:/ noun same as 
slave cache 

slave terminal /slerv ‘'ts:min(a)l/ 
nouna terminal controlled by a main com- 
puter or terminal 

slave tube /,slerv 'tju:b/ noun a second 
CRT display connected to another so that 
it shows exactly the same information 
sleep /slizp/ noun the state of a system 
that is waiting for a signal (log-on) before 
doing anything 

sleeve /slizv/ noun a paper or plastic 
cover for a magnetic disk 

slew /slu:/ noun a rapid movement of pa- 
per in a printer, ignoring the normal line 
advance 

slide /slatd/ noun one image in a presen- 
tation or a single frame of positive photo- 
graphic film 

slide show /'slard fau/ noun a feature 
of a presentation graphics software in 
which slides (static images) are displayed 
in a sequence under the control of the pre- 
senter 

SLIP /sltp/ noun a method of sending 
TCP/IP network traffic over a serial line, 
such as a telephone modem connection 
(normally used to connect a user’s compu- 
ter to the Internet via a modem link). Full 
form serial line internet protocol 

slot /slot/ verb to insert an object into a 
hole O The disk slots into one of the floppy 
drive apertures. 

slow peripheral /sləu pə'rıf(ə)rəl/ 
noun a peripheral in which mechanical 
movement determines speed 

slow scan TV /,slou sken ti: 'vi:/ 
noun a system used to transmit still video 
frames over a telephone line 

SLSI abbr super large scale integration 
small computer systems interface 
/,smo:l kom,pju:to 'ststomz ,intofers/ 
noun full form of SCSI 


small-scale 
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small-scale /'smo:1 ske1l/ adjective 
working with small amounts of data. Com- 
pare large-scale 


small scale integration /,smo:1 skerl 
Inti'gre1f(a)n/ noun an integrated circuit 
with 1 to 10 components. Abbr SSI 


Smalltalk /'smə:ltə:k/ an object-orient- 
ed programming language developed by 
Xerox 


smart card /'sma:t ka:d/ noun a plastic 
card with a memory and microprocessor 
device embedded in it, so that it can be 
used for electronic funds transfer or for 
identification of the user 


smart terminal /sma:t 'ts:min(a)l/ 
nouna computer terminal which can proc- 
ess information. Compare dumb termi- 
nal 


smart wiring hub /,sma:t ‘water 
shab/ noun a network hub or concentrator 
which can transmit status information 
back to a managing station and allows 
management software to configure each 
port remotely O Using this management 
software, I can shut down Tom’s port on 
the remote smart wiring hub. 


SMB /,es em 'bi:/ noun a system devel- 
oped by Microsoft which allows a user to 
access another computer’s files and pe- 
ripherals over a network as if they were lo- 
cal resources. Full form server message 
block 

smiley /‘smaili/ noun a face created with 
text characters, used to provide the real 
meaning to an email message; e.g., :-) 
means laughter or a joke, and :-( means sad 
S/MIME abbr secure/multipurpose Inter- 
net mail extension 

smooth scroll /,smu:6 'skraul/ noun 
text which is moved up a screen pixel by 
pixel rather than line by line, which gives 
a smoother movement 

SMPTE /,es em pi: ti: 'i:/ noun an or- 
ganisation that defines standards for tele- 
vision production systems; e.g., the 
SMPTE time code standard is widely used 
to synchronise audio and video equipment 
using hours, minutes, seconds, frame data 
that is stored in an 80-bit word. Full form 
Society for Motion Picture and TV En- 
gineers 

SMPTE division type /,es em pi: ti: 
ir di'v13(a)n ,tarp/ noun a timing format 
which specifies the number of frames per 
second used, and in which time is shown 
as hours, minutes, seconds, frames; stand- 


ard SMPTE division types are 24, 25 and 
30 frames per second 

SMPTE offset /,es em pi: ti: i: 'pfset/ 
noun a MIDI event that defines when a 
MIDI file is to be played back 

SMPTE time code /,es em pi: ti: i: 
‘tarm ,koud/ noun a method of assigning 
a unique identifying number to each frame 
in a video sequence 

SMS abbr short message service 

SMT /,es em 'ti:/ noun a method of man- 
ufacturing circuit boards in which the elec- 
tronic components are bonded directly 
onto the surface of the board rather than 
being inserted into holes and soldered into 
place O Surface-mount technology is fast- 
er and more space-efficient than solder- 
ing. Full form surface-mount technolo- 
gy 

SMTP /,es em ti: 'pi:/ noun a standard 
protocol which allows electronic mail 
messages to be transferred from one sys- 
tem to another, normally used as the meth- 
od of transferring mail from one Internet 
server to another or to send mail from a 
computer to a server. Full form simple 
mail transfer protocol. Compare POP 3 
S/N abbr signal to noise ratio 

SNA / es en 'e1/ noun design methods de- 
veloped by IBM which define how com- 
munications in a network should occur and 
allow different hardware to communicate. 
Full form systems network architec- 
ture 

snail mail /‘sne1l merl/ noun a slang 
term used to refer to the normal (slow) 
postal delivery rather than (near instant) 
electronic mail delivery 

snapshot /'snzp,fot/ noun 1. a record- 
ing of all the states of a computer at a par- 
ticular instant 2. the process of storing in 
main memory the contents of a screen full 
of information at an instant 

snapshot dump /'snæp, fot damp/ 
noun a printout of all the registers and a 
section of memory at a particular instant, 
used when debugging a program 

snd /saund/ noun a filename extension 
used to indicate a file that contains digi- 
tised sound data. Full form SouND 
sniffer /'snıfə/ noun a device or program 
that monitors and analyses network traffic, 
in order to detect bottlenecks and prob- 
lems 

SNMP abbr simple network management 
protocol 
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SNOBOL /'snaubpl/ noun a high-level 
programming language which uses string 
processing methods. Full form string ori- 
entated symbolic language 

snow /snəv/ noun interference displayed 
as flickering white flecks on a monitor 
soak /sauk/ verb to run a program or de- 
vice continuously for a period of time to 
make sure it functions correctly 

Society for Motion Picture and TV 
Engineers /so,saroti fə ,mouf(a)n 
\piktfo on ti: 'vi:/ noun full form of 
SMPTE 

socket /'spkit/ noun a device with a set 
of holes, into which a plug fits 

socket driver /'spkit ,drarvə/ noun 
same as Winsock 

SOCKS /spks/ noun a network protocol 
developed to support the transfer of 
TCP/IP (Internet) traffic through a proxy 
server. It is commonly used to provide a 
way for users on a local area network to 
access the Internet via a single shared con- 
nection. 

soft /spft/ adjective 1. referring to mate- 
rial which loses its magnetic effects when 
removed from a magnetic field 2. referring 
to data which is not permanently stored in 
hardware. Soft usually refers to data stored 
on magnetic medium. 

soft copy /soft 'kopi/ noun text listed 
on screen (as opposed to hard copy on pa- 
per) 

soft error /svft 'era/ noun a random er- 
ror caused by software or data errors 
which is very difficult to trace and identify 
since it only appears under certain condi- 
tions 

soft-fail /soft ferl/ adjective referring to 
a system which is still partly operational 
even after a part of the system has failed 
soft font /,spft 'font/ noun fonts or 
typefaces stored on a disk, which can be 
downloaded or sent to a printer and stored 
in temporary memory or RAM 

soft goods /'spft gudz/ plural noun 
software that can be purchased and paid 
for in an online shop, and which is then 
downloaded directly onto a computer in- 
stead of receiving a CD-ROM sent by post 
soft keyboard /spft 'ki:,bo:d/ noun a 
keyboard where the functions of the keys 
can be changed by programs 

soft keys /,spft 'ki:z/ plural noun keys 
which can be changed by means of a pro- 
gram 


soft reset /spft ri:'set/ noun an in- 
struction that terminates any program exe- 
cution and returns the user to the monitor 
or BIOS 

soft-sectored disk / soft ,sektod 
'disk/ noun a disk where the sectors are 
described by an address and start code data 
written onto it when the disk is formatted 
software /'spftweo/ noun any program 
or group of programs which instructs the 
hardware on how it should perform, in- 
cluding operating systems, word proces- 
sors and applications programs 
software compatible /,svftwes kəm 
'pætıb(ə)l/ adjective referring to a com- 
puter which will load and run programs 
written for another computer 

software developer /'spftweo di 
,veləpə/ noun a person or company which 
writes software 

software development /'svftweo di 
,velopmont/ noun the processes required 
to produce working programs from an ini- 
tial idea 

software documentation /,svftwes 
\dokjumen'teif(9)n/ noun information, 
notes and diagrams describing the func- 
tion, use and operation of a piece of soft- 
ware 

software engineer /'spftweə 
,end3inio/ noun a person who can write 
working software to fit an application 
software engineering /'softweə 
end3intorin/ noun a field of study cover- 
ing all software-related subjects 
software house /'spftwea haus/ noun 
a company which develops and sells com- 
puter programs 

software interrupt  /,svftweo 
‘Intorapt/ noun a high priority program- 
generated signal, requesting the use of the 
central processor 

software library /'softweə ,larbrəri/ 
noun a number of specially written rou- 
tines, stored in a library file which can be 
inserted into a program, saving time and 
effort. Abbr H 

software licence /'spftwea 
,lats(a)ns/ noun an agreement between a 
user and a software house, giving details of 
the rights of the user to use or copy the 
software 

software life cycle /,svftweo ‘larf 
,Satk(a)l/ noun the period of time when a 
piece of software exists, from its initial de- 
sign to the moment when it becomes out of 
date 


software maintenance 
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software maintenance /'spftweə 
smeintonons/ noun the process of carry- 
ing out updates and modifications to a 
software package to make sure the pro- 
gram is up to date 


software modem /'spftweo 
smaudem/ noun a modem that uses the 
main computer’s processor to carry out all 
the signal processing required to modulate 
and demodulate data signals that can be 
sent to a dedicated serial port. New PCs 
are often fitted with a software modem (of- 
ten called a WinModem) that takes advan- 
tage of the powerful processors to provide 
a very cheap way of adding a modem func- 
tion and providing dial-up Internet access 
to a computer. 


software-only video playback 
/,softwea unli ,vidisu 'plerbek/ noun 
the ability to display full-motion video 
standard on any multimedia computer, 
without requiring special hardware 


software package /'spftweə 
\peekid3/ noun computer programs and 
manuals designed for a special purpose 


software piracy /'spftweo patrasi/ 
noun the illegal copying of software for 
sale 

software quality assurance 
/,spoftwea ,kwoliti ə'fuərəns/ noun the 
process of making sure that software will 
perform as intended. Abbr SQA 


software reliability /svftweo rı 
jlarabiliti/ noun the ability of a piece of 
software to perform the task required cor- 
rectly 


software specification /,svftwes 
spesif1'ke1f(a)n/ noun detailed informa- 
tion about a piece of software’s abilities, 
functions and methods 


software system /'spftweo ,ststom/ 
noun all the programs required for one or 
more tasks 


software tool /'spftweə tu:l/ noun a 
program used in the development of other 
programs 


soft zone /,spft 'zoun/ noun a text area 
to the left of the right margin in a word- 
processed document, where if a word does 
not fit completely, a hyphen is automati- 
cally inserted 

solid colour /,splid 'kalo/ noun a col- 
our that can be displayed on a screen or 
printed on a colour printer without dither- 
ing 


solid error /,splid 'era/ noun an error 
that is always present when certain equip- 
ment is used 

solid font printer / solid font 'printo/ 
noun a printer which uses a whole charac- 
ter shape to print in one movement, such as 
a daisy wheel printer 

solid modelling /,svlid 'mod(ə)l19/ 
noun a function in a graphics program that 
creates three-dimensional solid-looking 
objects by shading 

solid-state /'spvlid stert/ adjective re- 
ferring to semiconductor devices 
solid-state device / splid stert dr 
'vais/ noun an electronic device which op- 
erates by using the effects of electrical or 
magnetic signals in a solid semiconductor 
material 

solid state disk /,splid stert ‘disk/ 
noun a mass storage device that uses elec- 
tronic memory components with a backup 
battery to store data rather than a magnetic 
medium (such as a magnetic disk used in a 
hard disk drive) 

solid-state memory device /,svlid 
stert 'mem(a)ri di,vais/ noun a solid- 
state memory storage device (usually in 
the form of RAM or ROM chips) 

son file /'san fatl/ noun the latest work- 
ing version of a file. Compare father file, 
grandfather file 

song key /'spy ki:/ noun a musical key 
used to play a MIDI song 

Sony /'səuni/ an electronics company 
that has developed a wide range of con- 
sumer and computer electronic products 
sophisticated /so'fistikertid/ adjec- 
tive technically advanced O A sophisticat- 
ed desktop publishing program. 
sophistication /so,fisti'kerf(a)n/ 
noun the state of being technically ad- 
vanced O The sophistication of the new 
package is remarkable. 

sort /so:t/ verb to put data in order, ac- 
cording to a system, on the instructions of 
the user O To sort addresses into alphabet- 
ical order. 

sorting pass /,so:t1n 'pars/ noun a sin- 
gle run through a list of items to put them 
into order 

sortkey /'so:tki:/, sort field /‘so:t firld/ 
noun a field in a stored file which is used 
to sort the file O The orders were sorted 
according to dates by assigning the date 


field as the sortkey. 


sort/merge /,so:t 'm3:d3/ noun a pro- 
gram which allows new files to be sorted 
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and then merged in correct order into ex- 
isting files 

sound /saund/ noun 1. in a PC, a filena- 
me extension used to indicate a file that 
contains digitised sound data 2. in a Mac- 
intosh, the resource that contains sound in- 
formation > abbr snd 

sound bandwidth /saund ‘bend 
,wi1d@/ noun the range of frequencies that 
a human ear can register, normally from 
20Hz to 20KHz 

Sound Blaster /‘saund bla:sta/ a 
trade name for a type of sound card for PC 
compatibles developed by Creative Labs 
that allows sounds to be recorded to disk 
(using a microphone) and played back 
sound capture /saund 'kæptfə/ noun 
the conversion of an analog sound into a 
digital form that can be used by a compu- 
ter 

sound card /,saund 'ka:d/ noun an ex- 
pansion card which produces analog 
sound signals under the control of a com- 
puter O This software lets you create al- 
most any sound — but you can only hear 
them if you have a sound card fitted. 
sound chip /,saund 'tfip/ noun a de- 
vice that will generate a sound or tune 
sound file /,saund 'farl/ noun a file 
stored on disk that contains sound data 
sound hood /,saund 'hud/ noun a cov- 
er which cuts down the noise from a noisy 
printer 

sound pressure level /,saund 'prefa 
ilev(9)I/ noun full form of SPL 

Sound Recorder /'saund r1,ks:do/ a 
utility included with Microsoft Windows 
that allows a user to play back digitised 
sound files or record sound onto disk and 
carry out very basic editing 

sound waves /,saund 'wervz/ plural 
noun pressure waves produced by vibra- 
tions, which are transmitted through air (or 
a solid) and detected by the human ear or a 
microphone (in which they are converted 
to electrical signals) 

source /so:s/ noun a point where a trans- 
mitted signal enters a network. Opposite 
sink 

source address filtering /‘so:s ə 
idres ,filtorij/ noun a feature of some 
bridges which detects a particular address 
in the received packet and either rejects or 
forwards the data 

source book /,so:s 'buk/ noun a library 
file from which elements or objects are 
copied and used 


source code /,so:s 'kaud/ noun a set of 
codes (as a program) written by the pro- 
grammer which cannot be directly execut- 
ed by the computer, but have to be translat- 
ed into an object code program by a com- 
piler, assembler or interpreter 

source deck /,so:s 'dek/ noun a set of 
punched cards which contain the source 
code for a program 

source document /so:s 'dokju,ment/ 
nouna form or document from which data 
is extracted prior to entering it into a data- 
base 

source editor /so:s 'edito/ noun soft- 
ware which allows the user to alter, delete 
or add instructions in a program source file 
source file /,so:s 'farl/ noun a program 
written in source language, which is then 
converted to machine code by a compiler 

source language /so:s ‘lengwid3/ 
noun 1. a language in which a program is 
originally written 2. a language of a pro- 
gram prior to translation. Opposite object 
language, target language 

source listing /so:s 'lıstıy/ noun 1. 
listing of a text in its original form 2. list- 
ing of a source program 

source machine /so:s ma'fi:n/ nouna 
computer which can compile source code 
source object /so:s 'pbd3ekt/ noun (in 
Windows) the object within a drag and 
drop operation that is first clicked on and 
then dragged 

source pack /'so:s pek/ noun same as 
source deck 

source program /so:s_ 'prougrem/ 
noun a program, prior to translation, writ- 
ten in a programming language by a pro- 
grammer 

source routing /,so:s 'rautim/ noun a 
method, originally developed by IBM for 
its Token Ring networks, of moving data 
between two networks, which examines 
the data within the token and passes the 
data to the correct station 

source transparent routing /,so:s 
treens,peront 'ru:tin/ noun a standard 
developed by IBM and the IEEE, allowing 
IBM networks and non-IBM Token Ring 
networks to be bridged and so exchange 
data. Abbr SRT 

SP abbr stack pointer 

space /speis/ noun a gap between char- 
acters or lines m verb to spread out text O 
The line of characters was evenly spaced 
out across the page. 


space bar 
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space bar /'spets ba:/ noun a long bar 
at the bottom of a keyboard, which inserts 
a space into the text when pressed 

space character /spers 'kærıktə/ 
noun a character code which prints a space 
spacing /'speisin/ noun the process of 
putting spaces between characters or lines 
of printed text O The spacing on some 
lines is very uneven. 

spam /spzm/ noun an article that has 
been posted to more than one newsgroup, 
so is likely to contain commercial messag- 
es (slang) 

spam killer /‘spem ,kilo/ noun a piece 
of software that automatically identifies 
and deals with spam in incoming e-mail 
span /spzn/ noun a set of allowed values 
between a maximum and minimum 
spanning tree /'spzenin tri:/ noun a 
method of creating a network topology 
that does not contain any loops and pro- 
vides redundancy in case of a network 
fault or problem 

SPARC /spa:k/ noun a RISC processor 
designed by Sun Microsystems which is 
used in its range of workstations. Full form 
Scalar Processor Architecture 

spare part /spea 'pa:t/ noun a small 
piece of a machine which is needed to re- 
place a piece which is broken or missing 
spark printer /spa:k 'prıntə/ noun a 
thermal printer which produces characters 
on thermal paper by electric sparks 
Sparse array /spais ə're1/ noun a data 
matrix structure containing mainly zero or 
null entries 

spatial measurement /,spe1J(a)l 
‘me3zomont/ noun a method of allowing a 
computer to determine the position of a 
pointer within three dimensions (often us- 
ing a sensitive glove) 

spec /spek/ noun same as specification 
(informal) 

special character /,spef(o)l 'ker1kto/ 
noun a character which is not a standard 
one in a certain font (such as a certain ac- 
cent or a symbol) 

special interest group /,spef(o)l 
'ıntrəst ,grurp/ noun full form of SIG 
specialise /'spefəlaız/ verb to study 
and be an expert in a subject O He special- 
ises in the design of CAD systems. 
specialist /'spefalist/ noun an expert in 
a certain field of study O You need a spe- 
cialist programmer to help devise a new 
word-processing program. 


special purpose /,spef(9)l 'ps:pas/ 
noun a system designed for a specific or 
limited range of applications 

special sort /'spef(ə)l so:t/ noun an 
extra printing character not in the standard 
font range 

specific address /spo,sifik ə'dres/ 
noun a storage address which directly, 
without any modification, accesses a loca- 
tion or device 

specification /,spesifi'ke1f(9)n/ noun 
detailed information about what is to be 
supplied or about a job to be done. Also 
called spec o to work to standard spec- 
ifications to work to specifications which 
are accepted anywhere in the same indus- 
try o the work is not up to specification 
or does not meet the customer’s specifi- 
cations the product was not manufactured 
in the way which was detailed in the spec- 
ifications 

specific code /spo'sifik kəud/ noun a 
binary code which directly operates the 
central processing unit, using only abso- 
lute addresses and values 

specific coding /spo'siftk kndin/ 
noun a program code which has been writ- 
ten so that it only uses absolute addresses 
and values 

specificity /,spesi'fisati/ noun the ratio 
of non-relevant entries not retrieved to the 
total number of non-relevant entries con- 
tained in a file, database or library 
speech chip /,spi:tf 'tfıp/ noun an in- 
tegrated circuit which generates sounds 
(usually phonemes) which when played 
together sound like human speech 
speech quality /spi:tf 'kwoliti/ noun 
a sound recorded at a low bandwidth with 
a small sample size; e.g., in CD-i it is Lev- 
el C with 4-bit samples and a rate of 
18.9KHz 

speech recognition /spi:tf ,rekog 
'nıf(ə)n/ noun the process of analysing 
spoken words in such a way that a compu- 
ter can recognize spoken words and com- 
mands 

speech synthesis /spi:tf 'sm@os1s/ 
noun the production of spoken words by a 
speech synthesiser 

speech synthesiser /'spitf 
,SInOasaizo/ noun a device which takes 
data from a computer and outputs it as spo- 
ken words 

speed /spi:d/ noun the time taken for a 
movement divided by the distance trav- 
elled 
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speed of loop /,spi:d ov 'lu:p/ noun a 
method of benchmarking a computer by 
measuring the number of loops executed 
in a certain time 

spellcheck /'speltfek/ verb to check 
the spelling in a text by comparing it with 
a dictionary held in the computer 
spellchecker /'speltfeko/, spelling 
checker noun a dictionary of correctly 
spelled words, held in a computer, and 
used to check the spelling of a text O The 
program will be upgraded with a word- 
processor and a spelling checker. 
spherisation /,sfrorat'ze1f(9)n/ noun 
a special effect provided by a computer 
graphics program that converts an image 
into a sphere, or ‘wraps’ the image over a 
spherical shape 

spider /'spardə/ noun a program that 
searches through the millions of pages that 
make up the world wide web for new in- 
formation, changes or pages that have 
been deleted. These changes are then add- 
ed to a search engine index to ensure that 
it is always up to date. 

spike /spatk/ noun a very short duration 
voltage pulse 

spillage /'spılıd3/ noun a situation when 
too much data is being processed and can- 
not be contained in a buffer 

spindle /'spmd(a)l/ noun an object 
which grips and spins a disk in the centre 
hole 

spindling /'spındlıy/ noun the process 
of turning a disk by hand 

SPL /,es pi: 'el/ noun a measure of loud- 
ness, in decibels (dB). Full form sound 
pressure level 

splash screen /'splef skri:n/ noun 
the initial screen that is displayed for a few 
seconds when a program is started O The 
splash screen normally displays the prod- 
uct logo and gives basic copyright infor- 
mation. 

splice /splats/ verb to join two lengths of 
magnetic tape, forming a continuous 
length 

splicing tape /'splaism terp/ noun a 
non-magnetic tape which is applied to the 
back of the two ends of tape to be spliced 
split baud rate /,split 'bo:d ,rert/ 
noun a feature of a modem which receives 
data at one baud rate but transmits data at 
another O The viewdata modem uses a 
1200/75 split baud rate. 

split screen /'split skri:m/ noun soft- 
ware which can divide the display into two 


or more independent areas, to display two 
text files or a graph and a text file O We use 
split screen mode to show the text being 
worked on and another text from memory 


for comparison. 


spoof /spu:f/ verb to send e-mail using a 
false name or e-mail address 

spool /spu:l/ noun a reel on which a tape 
or printer ribbon is wound E verb to trans- 
fer data from a disk to a tape 

spooler noun a device which holds a 
tape and which receives information from 
a disk for storage 

spooling /'spu:l19/ noun the process of 
transferring data to a disk from which it 
can be printed at the normal speed of the 
printer, leaving the computer available to 
do something else 

sporadic fault /spo'redik fo:lt/ noun 
an error which occurs occasionally 
spreadsheet /'spred,fi:t/ noun 1. a 
program which allows calculations to be 
carried out on several columns of numbers 
2. a printout of calculations on wide com- 
puter stationery 

sprite /sprait/ noun an object which 
moves round the screen in computer 
graphics 

sprocket noun a wheel with teeth round 
it which fit into holes in continuous sta- 
tionery or punched tape 

sprocket feed /'sprokıt fi:d/ noun a 
paper feed where the printer pulls the pa- 
per by turning sprocket wheels which fit 
into a series of holes along each edge of 
the sheet. ò tractor feed 

sprocket holes /'sprokit həvlz/ plural 
noun a series of small holes on each edge 
of continuous stationery, which allow the 
sheet to be pulled through the printer 
spurious data /,spjuoriss 'dertə/ 
noun unexpected or unwanted data or an 
error in a signal, often due to noise 

SPX / es pi: 'eks/ a trade name for a net- 
work transport protocol developed by 
Novell and used to carry IPX network traf- 
fic. Full form sequenced packet ex- 
change @ noun data transmission in only 
one direction. Full form simplex. Oppo- 
site duplex 

spyware /'spatwed/ noun a type of soft- 
ware that can be installed on someone’s 
hard disk without that person’s knowl- 
edge. It is designed to send back encoded 
information about the computer owner’s 
identity and the way he or she uses the In- 
ternet to the person who installed it. 


SQA 
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SQA abbr software quality assurance 
SQL / es kju: 'el/ noun a simple, com- 
monly used standard, database program- 
ming language that is only used to create 
queries to retrieve data from the database. 
Full form structured query language 
square brackets /skweo 'brekits/ 
plural noun brackets with straight sides ( [ 
]) 

square measure /skwes 'me39/ noun 
an area in square feet or square metres, cal- 
culated by multiplying width and length 
square root /skweə 'ru:t/ noun a 
number raised to the power one half O The 
square root of 25 is 5. 

square wave /,skweo 'werv/ noun a 
pulse that rises vertically, levels off, then 
drops vertically; the ideal shape for a dig- 
ital signal 

SRAM /'es ræm/ noun RAM which re- 
tains data for as long as the power supply 
is on, and where the data does not have to 
be refreshed. Full form static RAM 
S-registers /'es ,red31stoz/ plural noun 
memory storage locations in a modem that 
contain the current configuration details 
for the way the modem operates. ùp AT 
command set 

SRT abbr source transparent routing 
SSD abbr single-sided disk 

SSI abbr small scale integration 

SSL /,es es 'el/ noun a protocol designed 
by Netscape that provides secure commu- 
nications over the Internet. Full form se- 
cure sockets layer. ù PGP, SEPP, SET, 
STT 

ST506 standard /,es ti: farv ou 'stks 
,Steendad/ noun (old) a disk interface 
standard used in early IBM PCs, devel- 
oped by Seagate, now replaced by IDE and 
SCSI 

stable state /'sterb(ə)l stert/ noun the 
state of a system when no external signals 
are applied 

stack /stæk/ noun temporary storage for 
data, registers or tasks where items are 
added and retrieved from the same end of 
the list. ù LIFO 

stackable hub /stekob(o)l 'hab/ 
noun a hub device that has an external 
connector to allow several devices to be 
connected together so that network infor- 
mation can pass from one network ring to 
another 

stack address /stek ə'dres/ noun a 
location pointed to by the stack pointer 


stack base /'stæk bers/ noun the ad- 
dress of the origin or base of a stack 
stacked job control /,stekt 'd3pb 
kon,troul/ noun a queue of job control in- 
structions that are processed in the order in 
which they were received 

stack job processing /,stek d3nb 
‘prousesin/ noun the process of storing a 
number of jobs to be processed in a stack 
and automatically executing one after the 
other 

stack overflow /stzk ,auvo'flou/ 
noun an error message that is sometimes 
displayed when there is not enough free 
memory on a computer for a program’s 
needs 

stack pointer /'stæk ,porntə/ noun the 
address register containing the location of 
the most recently stored item of data or the 
location of the next item of data to be re- 
trieved. Abbr SP 

stackware /'stækweə/ noun an applica- 
tion developed using the Apple Macintosh 
HyperCard system 

stage /ste1d3/ noun one of several points 
in a process O The text is ready for the 
printing stage. 

staged /ste1d3d/ adjective carried out in 
stages, one after the other 

staged change-over  /,stegd 
'tferd3/ noun a change between an old 
and a new system in a series of stages 
stage window /,sterd3 'windau/ noun 
a window in which a video or animation 
sequence is viewed (normally refers to a 
window in which a Movie Player sequence 
is played) 

stand-alone, standalone adjective re- 
ferring to a device or system that can oper- 
ate without the need of any other devices O 
The workstations have been networked to- 
gether rather than used as stand-alone 
systems. 

stand-alone system /'stænd ə,ləun 
,Sistom/ noun a system which can operate 
independently 

stand-alone terminal /'stzend 9,loun 
itsimin(9)l/ noun a computer terminal 
with a processor and memory which can 
be directly connected to a modem, without 
being a member of a network or cluster 
standard /'stzendad/ noun the normal 
quality or normal conditions which are 
used to judge other things 


COMMENT: Modem standards are set by the 
CCITT in the UK, the Commonwealth and 
most of Europe, while the USA and part of 
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South America use modem standards set by 
Bell. 


standard colours /,stendod 'kaloz/ 
plural noun the range of colours that are 
available on a particular system and can be 
shared by all applications 

standard document / stændəd 
‘dpkjumont/, standard form noun a 
printed document or form which is used 
many times (with different names and ad- 
dresses often inserted — as in a form letter) 
standard function /,stændəd 
'fankJon/ noun a special feature included 
as normal in a computer system 
Standard Generalized Markup 
Language /,steendod ,d3en(a)ralaizd 
'markap ,lengwid3/ noun full form of 
SGML 

standard interface  /,stendod 
'ıntəfers/ noun an interface between two 
or more systems which conforms to pre- 
defined standards 

standardise /'stændədarz/ verb to 
make a series of things conform to a stand- 
ard O to standardize control of transmis- 
sion links 

standard letter /,stzendod 'leta/ noun 
a letter which is sent without any change to 
the main text, but which is personalised by 
inserting the names and addresses of dif- 
ferent people 

standard memory /,stændəd 
'mem(9)ri/ noun the first 1Mb of memory 
ina PC 

standard paragraph /,stendod 
‘perogra:f/ noun a printed paragraph 
which is used many times (with different 
names and addresses often inserted — as in 
a form letter) 

standards converter /'stændədz kon 
,Vv3ita/ noun a device to convert received 
signals conforming to one standard into a 
different standard 

standard subroutine  /,stzendod 
‘sabru:ti:n/ noun a routine which carries 
out an often used function, such as key- 
board input or screen display 

standard text /,steendod 'tekst/ noun 
a printed text which is used many times 
(with different names and addresses often 
inserted — as in a form letter) 

standby /'steendbat/ adjective referring 
to a device or program that is ready for use 
in case of failure 

standby equipment /‘stendbar 1 
.kwipmont/ noun a secondary system 


identical to the main system, to be used if 
the main system breaks down 

star network /'sta: ,netws:k/ noun a 
network of several machines where each 
node is linked individually to a central 
hub. Compare bus network 

star program /sta: 'prougrem/ noun a 
perfect program which runs (first time) 
without any errors or bugs 

start /sta:t/ noun the beginning or first 
part 

start bit /‘sta:t ,brt/ noun a transmitted 
bit used (in asynchronous communica- 
tions) to indicate the start of a character. 
Opposite stop bit 

Start button /'sta:t ,bat(o)n/ noun a 
button that is normally in the bottom left- 
hand corner of a Windows 95 Desktop 
screen and provides a convenient route to 
the programs and files on the computer 
start element /'sta:t ,elimont/ noun 
same as Start bit 

starting point /‘sta:tiy pornt/ noun a 
place where something starts 

start of header /,sta:t ov 'hedə/ noun 
a transmitted code indicating the start of 
header (address or destination) informa- 
tion for a following message 

start of text /sta:t ov 'tekst/ noun a 
transmitted code indicating the end of con- 
trol or address information and the start of 
the message. Abbr SOT, STX 

star topology /'sta: ta,polod3i/ nouna 
network topology in which all devices are 
connected by individual cable to a single 
central hub O Jf one workstation cable 
snaps in a star topology, the rest continue, 
unlike a bus topology. 

start page /'sta:t perd3/ noun 1. the 
page to which a user is automatically taken 
first whenever he or she goes online 2. the 
webpage to which a visitor to a website is 
automatically taken first 

startup disk /'sta:tap disk/ noun a 
floppy disk which holds the operating sys- 
tem and system configuration files which 
can, in case of hard disk failure, be used to 
boot the computer 

Startup folder /'sta:tap ,faulds/ noun 
a special folder on a hard disk that contains 
programs that will be run automatically 
when the user next starts Windows 
startup screen /'sta:tap skri:n/ noun 
text or graphics displayed when an appli- 
cation or multimedia book is run 
statement /'stertmont/ noun 1. an ex- 
pression used to convey an instruction or 
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define a process 2. an instruction in a 
source language which is translated into 
several machine code instructions 
statement number /'stertmənt 
snambo/ noun a number assigned (in a se- 
quential way) to a series of instruction 
statements 

state-of-the-art / stert ov ði ‘a:t/ ad- 
jective very modern or technically as ad- 
vanced as possible 


*...the main PCB is decidedly non-state-of-the-art’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


static /'stætık/ adjective 1. referring to 
data that does not change with time 2. re- 
ferring to a system that is not dynamic 


COMMENT: Static RAM uses bistable devices 
such as flip-flops to store data; these take up 
more space on a chip than the capacitative 
storage method of dynamic RAM but do not 
require refreshing. 


static colours /,stætık 'kaləz/ plural 
noun» default palette 

static dump /'stetik damp/ noun a 
printout of the state of a system when it has 
finished a process 

static electricity /,stztik tlek'trisiti/ 
noun an electrical charge that can build up 
in a person or electronic component 
static memory /stettk 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun nonvolatile memory that does not re- 
quire refreshing 

static object /,stztrk 'pbd3ekt/ noun 
an object in an animation or video that 
does not move within the frame 

static RAM /,stztrk 'ræm/ noun full 
form of SRAM 

static relocation /stztik riiu 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun the process of moving 
data or coding or assigning absolute loca- 
tions before a program is run 

static storage /,stetik 'sto:r1d3/ noun 
nonvolatile memory which does not re- 
quire refreshing 

static subroutine / steetik 
'sabru:ti:n/ noun a subroutine which uses 
no variables apart from the operand ad- 
dresses 

station /'sterf(9)n/ noun a point in a net- 
work or communications system which 
contains devices to control the input and 
output of messages, allowing it to be used 
as a sink or source 

station management /,sterf(ə)n 
‘meenid3mont/ noun software and hard- 
ware within the FDDI specification which 
provides control information. Abbr SMT 
statistical /sta'tistik(a)l/ adjective 
based on statistics 


statistics /sta'tistiks/ noun the study 
of facts in the form of figures 

status bar /'stertəs ba:/ noun a line at 
the top or bottom of a screen which gives 
information about the task currently being 
worked on, e.g. position of cursor, number 
of lines, filename, time 

status bit /‘stertas bit/ noun a single bit 
in a word used to provide information 
about the state or result of an operation 
status line /'stertəs lam/ noun same as 
status bar 

status poll /'stertəs paul/ nouna signal 
from a computer requesting information 
on the current status of a terminal 

status register /'stertəs ,red3Isto/ 
noun a register containing information on 
the status of a peripheral device 

ST connector /,es ti: ko'nekta/ noun a 
connector used to terminate optical fibres 
steady state /'stedi stert/ noun a cir- 
cuit, device or program state in which no 
action is occurring but an input can be ac- 
cepted 

steep learning curve /,sti:p ‘Is:nm 
iksrv/ adjective referring to a product that 
is very difficult to use 

steg analysis /'steg o,nzlosis/ noun 
the process of searching through compu- 
terised graphics or music files to find 
slight changes in the normal patterns that 
may show the presence of hidden messag- 
es 

steganography /,stega'npvgrofi/ noun 
the practice of placing secret messages in 
computerised graphics and music files. 
These messages are so small that they can 
only be detected by special software. 
step /step/ noun a single unit m verb to 
move forward or backwards by one unit O 
We stepped forward through the file one 
record at a time. 

step frame /step fre1m/ verb to capture 
a video sequence one frame at a time, used 
when the computer is not powerful or fast 
enough to capture real-time full-motion 
video 

stepper motor, stepping motor noun 
a motor which turns in small steps as in- 
structed by a computer (used in printers, 
disk drives and robots) 

step through /step @ru:/ noun a func- 
tion of a debugger that allows a developer 
to execute a program one instruction at a 
time to see where the fault lies 

stereo /'steriau/, stereophonic /,steria 
'fonik/ adjective referring to sound re- 
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corded onto two separate channels from 
two separate microphone elements and 
played back through a pair of headphones 
or two speakers 

stickiness /'stikinas/ noun the ability 
of a website to attract visitors and to keep 
them interested for a long time 

stick model /stık 'mpd(a)l/ noun same 
as wire frame model (see) 

sticky /'stiki/ adjective used to describe 
an Internet site that attracts visitors, espe- 
cially one that keeps them interested for a 
long time 

still /st1l/ noun a single image or frame 
within a video or film sequence 
stochastic model  /sto'kestik 
»mpd(a)l/ noun a mathematical represen- 
tation of a system which includes the ef- 
fects of random actions 

stock control program /,stok kon 
'trəul ,praugrem/ noun software de- 
signed to help manage stock in a business 
stop and wait protocol /stpp on 
‘welt ,proutokal/ noun communications 
protocol in which the transmitter waits for 
a signal from the receiver that the message 
was correctly received before transmitting 
further data 

stop bit /stop bit/ noun a transmitted bit 
used in asynchronous communications to 
indicate the end of a character. Opposite 
start bit 

stop code /stpp kaud/ noun an instruc- 
tion which temporarily stops a process to 
allow the user to enter data 

stop element /stop 'elimənt/ noun 
same as stop bit 

stop instruction /stop in'strakfon/ 
noun a computer programming instruction 
which stops program execution 

stop list /stop lıst/ noun a list of words 
which are not to be used or are not signifi- 
cant for a file or library search 

stop time /stop tarm/ noun the time 
taken for a spinning disk to come to a stop 
after it is no longer powered 

storage /'sto:r1d3/ noun memory or the 
part of a computer system in which data or 
programs are kept for further use 
storage allocation /'storr1d3 
elakerf(a)n/ noun a method by which 
memory is allocated for different uses, e.g. 
programs, variables, data 

storage capacity /'sto:rid3 ko 
,peesiti/ noun the amount of space availa- 
ble for storage of data 


storage density /‘sto:rid3 ,densiti/ 
noun the number of bits which can be re- 
corded per unit area of storage medium 
storage device /'sto:rid3 di,vats/ 
noun any device which can store data and 
then allow it to retrieved when required 
storage disk /'sto:rid3 disk/ noun a 
disk used to store data 

storage dump /'sto:rid3 damp/ noun 
a printout of all the contents of an area of 
storage space 

storage medium /'sto:r1d3_,mi:diom/ 
noun any physical material that can be 
used to store data for a computer applica- 
tion 

storage tube /'sto:rid3 tju:b/ noun a 
special CRT used for computer graphics, 
which retains an image on screen without 
the need for refresh actions 

store /sto:/ noun memory or the part of a 
computer system in which data or pro- 
grams are kept for further use W verb to 
save data, which can then be used again as 
necessary O Storing a page of high resolu- 
tion graphics can require 3Mb. 


COMMENT: Storage devices include hard and 
floppy disk, RAM, punched paper tape and 
magnetic tape. 


store address register /,sto: a'dres 
ired3ista/ noun full form of SAR 

store and forward /,sts: on 'faowad/ 
noun an electronic mail communications 
system which stores a number of messages 
before retransmitting them 

store cell /'sto: sel/ noun same as store 
location 

store data register /,sto: 'dertə 
\red3ista/ noun full form of SDR 
stored program /sto:d 'praugrem/ 
noun a computer program which is stored 
in memory. If it is stored in dynamic RAM 
it will be lost when the machine is 
switched off, if stored on disk or tape 
(backing store) it will be permanently re- 
tained. 

stored program signalling /,sto:d 
\prougrem 'sign(a)lin/ noun a system of 
storing communications control signals on 
computer in the form of a program 

store location /sto: ləu'kerf(o)n/ 
noun a unit in a computer system which 
can store information 

story board /'sto:ri bo:d/ noun a series 
of pictures or drawings that show how a 
video or animation progresses 

STP abbr shielded twisted pair 
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straight-line coding /,streit lam ın 
‘koudin/ noun a program written to avoid 
the use of loops and branches, providing a 
faster execution time 


stream /stri:m/ noun a long flow of se- 
rial data 

streaming audio /\stri:miy 'o:disu/ 
noun digital audio data that is continuous- 
ly transmitted (normally over the Internet) 
using a streaming protocol to provide ster- 
eo sound 


streaming data, streaming protocol 

noun a method of sending a continuous 

stream of data over the Internet to provide 

live video or sound transmission 
COMMENT: Older methods of sending continu- 
ous live data used a standard web server (an 
HTTP server) to transmit the data. However, 
an HTTP server is designed to send data 
when it is ready rather than sending a regular 
stream of data that is required by multimedia. 
If you have ever tried to view a video clip over 
the Internet, you will have encountered this 
burst-transmission problem: when traffic or 
server load lightens, you can watch 20 frames 
per second, when the server is busy, you can 
watch one frame per minute. To provide a 
good multimedia server, the data delivery 
must be regulated and ideally synchronised. 
There are many different standards used to 
deliver sound and video over the Internet in- 
cluding Progressive Network’s RealAudio, Mi- 
crosoft’s NetShow server (that supports both 
audio and video) and Netscape’s MediaServ- 
er. Each of these streaming data technologies 
allows the user or publisher to limit the deliv- 
ery of data to a maximum data rate. There are 
several standard formats used including Mi- 
crosoft’s multimedia delivery format, ASF (ac- 
tive streaming format) and other standards 
developed by Macromedia, VDOnet, Vivo, 
and VXtreme. 


streaming tape drive /,stri:xmıņ 'terp 
,draiv/ noun same as tape streamer 
streaming video /stri:min ‘vidiau/ 
noun video image data that is continuous- 
ly transmitted (normally over the Internet) 
using a streaming protocol to provide 
smooth moving images 

STRESS /stres/ abbr structural engi- 
neering system solver 

strikethrough noun a horizontal line 
used for indicating deleted text 

string /str1n/ noun any series of consec- 
utive alphanumeric characters or words 
that are manipulated and treated as a single 
unit by the computer o alphanumeric or 
character string storage allocated for a 
series of alphanumeric characters 

string area /strıņ 'eəriə/ noun a section 
of memory in which strings of alphanu- 
meric characters are stored 














string array /strin ə're1/ noun an array 
whose elements can be strings (of alpha- 
numeric characters) 

string concatenation /striy kon 
,Keeta'nerf(9)n/ noun the process of link- 
ing a series of strings together 

string function /strin 'fankfon/ noun 
a program operation which can act on 
strings 

string length /strıy len@/ noun the 
number of characters in a string 

string name /strıy nerm/ noun identi- 
fication label assigned to a string 

string orientated symbolic lan- 
guage / stry ,o:risntertid stm,bolik 
‘lengwid3/ noun full form of SNOBOL 
string type /strin tarp/ noun a variable 
that can contain alphanumeric characters 
only 

string variable /strin 'veoriab(o)l/ 
noun a variable used in a computer lan- 
guage that can contain alphanumeric char- 
acters as well as numbers 

stringy floppy /,strii 'flopi/ noun 
same as tape streamer 

strip /strip/ verb to remove the control 
data from a received message, leaving 
only the relevant information 

strip window /strip 'windou/ noun a 
display which shows a single line of text 
strobe /straub/ verb to send a pulse, usu- 
ally on the selection line, of an electronic 
circuit E noun the pulse of an electric cir- 
cuit 

stroke /strauk/ noun 1. the width (in 
pixels) of a pen or brush used to draw on- 
screen 2. the thickness of a printed charac- 
ter 

structure /'straktfa/ noun a way in 
which something is organized or formed E 
verb to organise or to arrange in a certain 
way O You first structure a document to 
meet your requirements and then fill in the 
blanks. o structured programming well- 
ordered and logical technique of assem- 
bling programs 

structured cabling = /,straktJod 
'kertb(a)lin/ noun a method of cabling us- 
ing UTP cable feeding into hubs designed 
in such a way that it is easy to trace and re- 
pair cable faults and also to add new sta- 
tions or more cable 

structured design /jstraktfod dı 
‘zamn/ noun a number of interconnected 
modules which are intended to solve prob- 
lems 
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structured programming 
/,straktfod 'prougreemin/ noun a style 
of computer programming in which a pro- 
gram consists of a hierarchy of simple sub- 
routines 

structured query language 
/straktfod 'kwiori ,langwid3/ noun 
full form of SQL 

structured wiring = /,straktfod 
‘walorin/ noun the planned installation of 
all the cables that will be required in an of- 
fice or building for computer networks and 
telephone 

STT /,es ti: 'ti:/ noun a system developed 
to provide a secure link between a user’s 
browser and a vendor’s Website to allow 
the user to pay for goods over the Internet. 
Full form secure transaction technolo- 
gy. ù PGP, SEPP, SET, S-HTTP, SSL 
stub /stab/ nouna short program routine 
which contains comments to describe the 
executable code that will, eventually, be 
inserted into the routine 

stuck beacon /stak 'bi:kon/ noun an 
error condition in which a station continu- 
ously transmits beacon frames 

STX abbr start of text 

style /starl/ noun the typeface, font, 
point size, colour, spacing and margins of 
text in a formatted document 

style sheet /stail fi:t/ noun a template 
which can be preformatted to generate au- 
tomatically the style or layout of a docu- 
ment such as a manual, book or newsletter 
stylus /'statlas/ noun a pen-like device 
which is used in computer graphics sys- 
tems to dictate cursor position on the 
screen 

stylus printer /'starləs ,printo/ noun» 
dot-matrix printer 

sub- /sab/ prefix less than, less important 
than or lower than 

subaddress /'saba,dres/ noun a pe- 
ripheral identification code, used to access 
one peripheral. This is then followed by 
address data to access a location within the 
peripheral’s memory. 

subclass /'sabkla:s/ noun a number of 
data items related to one item in a master 
class 

subdirectory /'sabdi,rekt(9)ri/ noun a 
directory of disk or tape contents con- 
tained within the main directory 


“...if you delete a file and then delete the subdirecto- 
ry where it was located, you cannot restore the file 
because the directory does not exist’ 
[Personal Computer World] 


sub-domain /sab dəu'mern/ noun a 
second level of addressing on the Internet 
that normally refers to a department name 
within a larger organisation 

subdomain name  /,sabdo'meimn 
;nerm/ noun an organisational name con- 
sisting of two or three letters, e.g. ac or 
.com, that precedes the two-letter country 
domain name in an Internet address, as in 
‘.com.au’, the address for Australian com- 
mercial sites. 

subject line /‘sabd31kt ların/ noun a 
line in an e-mail that indicates the subject 
of the message 

submenu /'sabmenju:/ noun a second- 
ary menu displayed as a choice from a 
menu 

submit button /sob,mit ‘bat(s)n/ 
nouna button displayed on a webpage that 
sends information entered by a user on a 
web form to a program running on a web 
server for processing, e.g., the submit but- 
ton could be used to start a search query 
subnet /'sabnet/ noun a self-contained 
part of a large network, normally referring 
to one, independently-managed part of the 
Internet 

subnet address /'sabnet 9,dres/, 
subnet number /'sabnet ,nambo/ noun 
the part of an IP address that identifies a 
subnet that is connected to a larger net- 
work. The first part of the IP address iden- 
tifies the network, the next part of the IP 
address identifies the subnet and the last 
part of the IP address identifies a single 
host server. ù IP address 

subnet mask /'sabnet ma:sk/ noun a 
filter that is used to select the portion of an 
IP address that contains the subnet address 
subnotebook /sab'noutbuk/ noun a 
very small portable computer, smaller and 
lighter than a standard full-size notebook 
or laptop computer. A subnotebook often 
has a smaller keyboard and display and of- 
ten only includes a hard disk drive with 
any floppy disk drive or CD-ROM drive in 
a separate, external unit that can be 
plugged in when needed. 

subprogram /'sabpraugrem/ noun 1. 
a subroutine in a program 2. a program 
called up by a main program 
subroutine /'sabru:,ti:n/ noun a sec- 
tion of a program which performs a re- 
quired function and can be called upon at 
any time from inside the main program o 
closed or linked subroutine a number of 
computer instructions in a program which 
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can be called at any time, with control be- 
ing returned on completion to the next in- 
struction after the call 


COMMENT: A subroutine is executed by a call 
instruction which directs the processor to its 
address; when finished it returns to the in- 
struction after the call instruction in the main 
program. 
subroutine call /‘sabru:,ti:zn ko:l/ 
noun a computer programming instruction 
which directs control to a subroutine 


subscribe /sob'skratb/ verb to add 
your name to a mailing list or listserv list 
so that you will receive any messages for 
the group 


subscriber /sab'skratba/ noun 1. a 
person who has a telephone 2. a person 
who pays for access to a service such as a 
BBS 

subscript /'sabskript/ noun a small 
character which is printed below the line 
of other characters. ù Superscript (NOTE: 
used in chemical formulae: CO.) 


subscripted variable /,sabskriptid 
'veəriəb(ə)l/ noun an element in an array, 
which is identified by a subscript 
subsegment /'sabsegmont/ noun a 
small section of a segment 


subset /'sab,set/ noun a small set of 
data items which forms part of a another 
larger set 


substitute /'sabstitju:t/ verb to put 
something in the place of something else 
(NOTE: you substitute one thing for an- 
other) 


substitute character /,sabstitju:t 
'kærıktə/ noun a character which is dis- 
played if a received character is not recog- 
nized 

substitution error /,sabsti'tju:s(o)n 
,ero/ noun an error made by a scanner 
which mistakes one character or letter for 
another 

substitution table /,sabstr'tju:s(o)n 
,terb(9)I/ nouna list of characters or codes 
which are to be inserted instead of re- 
ceived codes 

substrate /'sabstrert/ noun a base ma- 
terial on which an integrated circuit is con- 
structed. ù integrated circuit 
subsystem /'sabsistom/ noun one 
smaller part of a large system 
subtraction /sob'trekfon/ noun the 
process of taking one number away from 
another 


subtrahend /'sabtrahend/ noun in a 
subtraction operation, the number to be 
subtracted from the minuend 
sub-woofer /sab 'wufa/ noun a large 
loudspeaker that can reproduce very low 
frequency sounds, normally with frequen- 
cies between 20 to 100Hz, used with nor- 
mal loudspeakers to enhance the overall 
sound quality 

suffix notation /,saftks nou'terf(a)n/ 
noun mathematical operations written in a 
logical way, so that the symbol appears af- 
ter the numbers to be acted upon. ù postfix 
notation 

suitcase /'su:tkers/ noun (in the Apple 
Macintosh environment) an icon which 
contains a screen font and allows fonts to 
be easily installed onto the system 

suite of programs /,swi:t ov 
‘prougremz/ noun 1. a group of pro- 
grams which run one after the other O The 
word-processing system uses a suite of 
three programs, editor, spelling checker 
and printing controller. 2. a number of 
programs used for a particular task 

sum /spm/ noun total of a number of 
items added together 

summation check /sa'merJ(9)n tfek/ 
noun an error detection check performed 
by adding together the characters received 
and comparing with the required total 
Sun Microsystems /\san 
'maikrousistomz/ a company that devel- 
oped the Java programming system used to 
extend webpages 

super- /su:po/ prefix very good or very 
powerful 

super bit mapping /su:po ‘bit 
‚mæpı1g/ noun full form of SBM 
supercomputer /,su:pokom'pju:to/ 
noun a very powerful mainframe compu- 
ter used for high speed mathematical tasks 
superimpose /,su:pormm'pouz/ verb 
to place something on top of something 
else 

superior number /su,prorio 'nambo/ 
noun a superscript figure 

super large scale integration 
/,surpa ,lard3 skel ,inti'gre1f(a)n/ noun 
an integrated circuit with more than 
100,000 components. Abbr SLSI 
superscript /'su:po,skript/ noun a 
small character printed higher than the 
normal line of characters. Compare sub- 
script (NOTE: used often in mathematics: 
105 say: ten to the power five) 
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supersede / su:pa'si:d/ verb to take the 
place of something which is older or less 
useful O The new program supersedes the 
earlier one, and is much faster. 

super VGA /,su:pə vi: d3i: 'e1/ noun 
full form of SVGA 

supervisor /‘su:po,vaizo/ noun 1. a 
person who makes sure that equipment is 
always working correctly 2. a section of a 
computer operating system that regulates 
the use of peripherals and the operations 
undertaken by the CPU 

supervisor program /'su:pəvarzə 
,prougrem/ noun same as supervisory 
program 

supervisory /'su:povaizori/ adjective 
as a supervisor 

supervisory instruction 
/,surpovaizori In'strakfan/ noun an in- 
struction used to control and execute pro- 
grams under the control of an operating 
system 

supervisory program /,su:povaizari 
‘prougrem/ noun a master program in a 
computer system that controls the execu- 
tion of other programs 

supervisory sequence 
/‘suipovaizori ,siikwəns/ noun a combi- 
nation of control codes that perform a con- 
trolling function in a data communications 
network 

supervisory signal /,su:povaizori 
'sıgn(ə)l/ noun 1. a signal that indicates if 
a circuit is busy 2. a signal which provides 
an indication of the state of a device 
supplier /sa'plato/ noun a company 
which supplies something O a supplier of 
computer parts 

supply /sa'plat/ noun the process of pro- 
viding goods, products or services O The 
electricity supply has failed. @ verb to pro- 
vide something which is needed and for 
which someone will pay O The computer 
was supplied by a recognised dealer. 
support /sa'po:t/ verb to give help to or 
to help to run O The main computer sup- 
ports six workstations. 

support chip /so'po:t tfrp/ noun a 
dedicated IC which works with a CPU and 
carries out an additional function or a 
standard function very rapidly, so speed- 
ing up the processing time O The maths 
support chip can be plugged in here. 
suppressor /sə'presə/ noun a device 
which suppresses interference 

surf /s3:f/ verb to explore a website look- 
ing at the webpages in no particular order, 


but simply moving between pages using 
the links 

surface-mount technology /,s3:f1s 
maunt tek'npvlad3i/ noun full form of 
SMT 

surge /s3:d3/ noun a sudden increase in 
electrical power in a system, due to a fault, 
noise or component failure 


COMMENT: Power surges can burn out circuits 
before you have time to pull the plug. A surge 
protector between your computer and the wall 
outlet will help prevent damage. 


surge protector /s3:d3 proa'tekto/ 
noun an electronic device which cuts off 
the power supply to sensitive equipment if 
it detects a power surge that could cause 
damage 

suspend /so'spend/ noun a command 
that is used when running Windows on a 
battery-powered laptop computer to shut 
down almost all of the electronic compo- 
nents of the laptop 

SVGA / es vi: d3i: 'e1/ noun an enhance- 
ment to the standard VGA graphics dis- 
play system which allows resolutions of 
up to 800x600pixels with 16million col- 
ours. Full form super VGA 

S-Video /,es 'vıdiəu/ noun a method of 
transmitting a video signal in which the lu- 
minance and colour components (the 
luma, Y, and chroma, C) are transmitted 
over separate wires to improve the quality 
of the video, used in Hi8, S-VHS and other 
video formats to provide better quality 
than composite video. Also called Y/C 
video 

swap /swpp/ noun same as swapping E 
verb to stop using one program, put it into 
store temporarily, run another program, 
and when that is finished, return to the first 
one 

swap file /swop farl/ noun a file stored 
on the hard disk used as a temporary stor- 
age area for data held in RAM, to provide 
virtual memory 

swapping /'swpp1y/ noun (in a virtual 
memory system) an activity in which pro- 
gram data is moved from main memory to 
disk, while another program is loaded or 
run. > virtual memory. Also called swap 
swim /swim/ noun computer graphics 
which move slightly due to a faulty display 
unit 

switch /switf/ noun 1. (in some com- 
mand-line operating systems) an addi- 
tional character entered on the same line as 
the program command, which affects how 
the program runs 2. a point in a computer 
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program where control can be passed to 
one of a number of choices 3. a mechani- 
cal or solid state device that can electrical- 
ly connect or isolate two or more lines W 
verb 1. to connect or disconnect two lines 
by activating a switch Oo to switch on to 
start to provide power to a system by using 
a switch to connect the power supply lines 
to the circuit 2. o to switch over to start 
using an alternative device when the pri- 
mary one becomes faulty 

switched network backup /,switf 
‘netwatk ,bekap/ noun a user’s choice of 
a secondary route through a network if the 
first is busy 

switching /'switfip/ noun a constant 
update of connections between changing 
sinks and sources in a network 
switching centre /'switJiy ,sento/ 
nouna point in a communications network 
where messages can be switched to and 
from the various lines and circuits that end 
there 

switching circuit /‘switfm ,ss:kit/ 
noun an electronic circuit that can direct 
messages from one line or circuit to anoth- 
er in a switching centre 

SX /,es 'eks/ noun a type of processor 
chip derived from the basic 80386 or 
80486 processor that is slightly cheaper to 
manufacture and buy 

symbol /'sımbəl/ noun a sign or picture 
which represents something O This lan- 
guage uses the symbol ? to represent the 
print command. 

Symbol font /'sımb(ə)l font/ noun a 
TrueType font that is included with Win- 
dows and includes all sorts of symbols and 
Greek characters. ù TrueType 
symbolic /sım'bplık/ adjective which 
acts as a symbol or which uses a symbol 
name or label 

symbolic address /stm,bolik 9'dres/ 
noun the address represented by a symbol 
or name 

symbolic code /sim,bolik 'koud/ 
noun an instruction that is in mnemonic 
form rather than a binary number 
symbolic-coding format /s1m,bolik 
‘koudiy ,formeet/ noun assembly lan- 
guage instruction syntax, using a label, op- 
eration and operand fields 

symbolic debugger /sim,bolik di: 
'bago/ noun a debugger that allows sym- 
bolic representation of variables or loca- 
tions 


























symbolic instruction /stm,bplik 1n 
'strakfən/ noun same as symbolic code 


symbolic language = /sim,bolik 
‘lengwid3/ noun 1. any computer lan- 
guage where locations are represented by 
names 2. any language used to write 
source code 


symbolic logic /stm,bolik 'lnd3rk/ 
noun the study of reasoning and thought 
(formal logic) 


symbolic name /stm,bolik 'nerm/ 
noun a name used as a label for a variable 
or location 

symbolic programming /s1m,bolik 
‘prougremin/ noun the process of writ- 
ing a program in a source language 
symbolic table /stm,bolik 'terb(o)l/ 
noun a list of labels or names in a compiler 
or assembler, which relate to their address- 
es in the machine code program 


symmetrical compression /sı 
smetrik(9)l kom'pref(a)n/ noun a com- 
pression system that requires the same 
processing power and time scale to com- 
press and decompress an image 
symmetric difference /s1,metrik 
'difrons/ noun a logical function whose 
output is true if either of 2 inputs is true, 
and false if both inputs are the same 
sync /s1nk/ noun same as synchronisa- 
tion (informal) o in syne synchronised 
the two devices are out of sync the two 
devices are not properly synchronised 
sync bit /smk bit/ noun a transmitted bit 
used to synchronise devices 

sync character /s1nk 'kertkto/ nouna 
transmitted character used to synchronise 
devices 

synchronisation /,stykranat 
'ze1f(a)n/ noun the action of synchronis- 
ing two or more devices 
synchronisation pulses /,sinkronatr 
'zerf(a)n ,palsiz/ plural noun transmitted 
pulses used to make sure that the receiver 
is synchronised with the transmitter 
synchronise /'styjkra,naiz/ verb to 
make sure that two or more devices or 
processes are coordinated in time or action 
synchronised dynamic RAM 
/,smykronaizd dat,nemik 'reem/ noun 
full form of SDRAM 

synchroniser /'sıņkrənaırzə/ noun a 
device that will perform a function when it 
receives a signal from another device 
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synchronous /'sıykrənəs/ adjective 
which runs in sync with something else 
(such as a main clock) 

synchronous cache _/'sinkranos 
kæf/ noun a high-speed secondary cache 
system used in many computers that use 
the Pentium processor chip 
synchronous computer /,sinkranos 
kom'pju:ta/ noun a computer in which 
each action can only take place when a 
timing pulse arrives 

synchronous data link control 
/,stnkronas 'dertə link kon,traul/ noun 
full form of SDLC 

synchronous data network 
/,stykrones 'dertə ,netwsik/ noun a 
communications network in which all the 
actions throughout the network are con- 
trolled by a single timing signal 
synchronous DRAM /sinkranos 
drem/ noun new high-speed memory 
technology in which the memory compo- 
nents work from the same clock signal as 
the main processor, so are synchronised 
synchronous idle character 
/,stykrones ,ard(ə)l 'kærıktə/ noun a 
character transmitted by a DTE to ensure 
correct synchronisation when no other 
character is being transmitted 
synchronous mode _/'sinkranos 
moud/ noun a system mode in which op- 
erations and events are synchronised with 
a clock signal 

synchronous network /,sinkronos 
'‘netw3:k/ noun a network in which all the 
links are synchronised with a single timing 
signal 

synchronous system /,sinkronos 
'sıstəm/ noun a system in which all devic- 
es are synchronised to a main clock signal 
synchronous transmission 
/,stykrones trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun the 
transmission of data from one device to 
another, where both devices are controlled 
by the same clock, and the transmitted data 
is synchronised with the clock signal 
sync pulses /sink 'palsiz/ plural noun 
transmitted pulses used to make sure that 
the receiver is synchronised with the trans- 
mitter 

syntactic error /sin,taktrk 'era/ noun 
a programming error in which the program 
statement does not follow the syntax of the 
language 

syntax /'sinteks/ noun grammatical 
rules which apply to a programming lan- 


guage 


syntax analysis /‘sinteks ə,næləsıs/ 
noun a stage in compilation where state- 
ments are checked to see if they obey the 
rules of syntax 

syntax error /‘smnteks ,era/ noun an 
error resulting from incorrect use of pro- 
gramming language syntax 

synthesis /'sınðəsıs/ noun the process 
of producing something artificially from a 
number of smaller elements 

synthesise /'sınðəsaız/ verb to pro- 
duce something artificially from a number 
of smaller elements 


‘,..despite the fact that speech can now be synthe- 
sized with very acceptable quality, all it conveys is 
linguistic information’ [Personal Computer World] 


synthesised voice /,smnOoasaizd 
‘vois/ noun speech created by an electron- 
ic device that uses phonemes 
synthesiser /'sıinðəsaırzə/ noun a de- 
vice which generates signals, sound or 
speech 

synthetic address /sin Setrk 9'dres/ 
noun a location used by a program pro- 
duced by instructions within the program 
synthetic language  /sin,@etik 
‘lengwid3/ noun programming language 
in which the source program is written 
SyQuest /‘sarkwest/ a manufacturer of 
storage devices, including a range of re- 
movable hard disk drives and backup 
units. > Zip disk 

sysgen /'sisdzen/ noun same as sys- 
tem generation 

sysop /'sis,op/ noun a person who 
maintains a bulletin board system or net- 
work 

system /'sistom/ noun any group of 
hardware or software or peripherals, etc., 
which work together 

system administrator /,sıstəm od 
'mınıstrertə/ noun » network adminis- 
trator 

system attribute /,ststom 'etribju:t/ 
noun a special attribute attached to a file 
used by the operating system, the file be- 
ing hidden from normal users 

system backup /sistom 'bekap/ 
noun a copy of all the data stored on a 
computer, server or network 

system board /'sistom bo:d/ noun » 
motherboard 

system check /'sistom tfek/ noun the 
process of running diagnostic routines to 
ensure that there are no problems 
system clock /'ststom klok/ noun an 
electronic component that generates a reg- 
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ular signal that is used to synchronise all 
the components in the computer 

system colours /,ststom 'kaləz/ plu- 
ral noun same as default palette 
system console /,sistom 'konsoul/ 
noun the main terminal or control centre 
for a computer which includes status lights 
and control switches 

system control panel /,sistom kon 
'troul ,pæn(ə)l/ noun main computer sys- 
tem control switches and status indicators 
system crash /'sistom kræf/ noun a 
situation where the operating system stops 
working and has to be restarted 

system design /,sistam dr'zam/ noun 
the process of identifying and investigat- 
ing possible solutions to a problem, and 
deciding upon the most appropriate sys- 
tem to solve the problem 

system diagnostics /,ststom ,datog 
'npstıks/ noun tests, features and messag- 
es that help find hardware or software 
faults 

system disk /'sıstəm disk/ nouna disk 
which holds the system software 
Systeme Electronique Couleur 
Avec Mémoire noun full form of SE- 
CAM 

system exclusive data /,sistom 1k 
iSklursiv 'dertə/ noun MIDI messages 
that can only be understood by a MIDI de- 
vice from a particular manufacturer 
system firmware /,sistom 'f3:mweo/ 
noun basic operating system functions and 
routines in a ROM device 

system flowchart /'ststom ,floutJa:t/ 
noun a diagram which shows each step of 
the computer procedures needed in a sys- 
tem 

system folder /'ststam ,faulds/ noun 
(in the Apple Macintosh environment) a 
folder that contains the program files for 
the operating system and Finder 

system generation /,sistom ,dzeno 
'rerf(o)n/ noun the process of producing 
an optimum operating system for a partic- 
ular task. Also called sysgen 

system library /,ststom 'larbrəri/ 
noun stored files that hold the various 
parts of a computer’s operating system 
system life cycle /sistom 'larf 
,Satk(a)l/ noun the time when a system 
exists, between its initial design and its be- 
coming out of date 

system log /'sıstəm lpg/ noun a record 
of computer processor operations 


system manager /,sistom 'mzenid30/ 
noun a person responsible for the comput- 
ers or network in a company 

System Monitor /'sistom ,monito/ 
noun a Windows utility that allows a user 
to view how the resources on their PC are 
performing and, if they have shared the de- 
vice, who else on the network is using the 
resources 

system operator /,sistam 'pporeito/ 
noun a person who manages an online bul- 
letin board or maintains a computer net- 
work 

system palette /,sistom 'pælət/ noun 
the range of colours that are available on a 
particular operating system and can be 
shared by all applications 

system prompt /'sistom prompt/ 
noun a prompt which indicates the operat- 
ing system is ready and waiting for the 
user to enter a system command 
systems analysis /'sistomz ə 
snelosis/ noun 1. the process of analysing 
a process or system to see if it could be 
more efficiently carried out by a computer 
2. the process of examining an existing 
system with the aim of improving or re- 
placing it 

systems analyst /‘sistomz ,zenolist/ 
noun a person who specialises in systems 
analysis 

Systems Application Architecture 
/,ststomz ,eplikerf(a)yn ‘arkitektfoa/ 
noun full form of SAA 

system security /,ststom si'kjuoriti/ 
noun measures, such as password, priority 
protection, authorisation codes, designed 
to stop browsers and hackers 

systems integration /,ststomz ,intr 
'grerf(ə)n/ noun the process of combining 
different products from different manufac- 
turers to create a system 

Systems Network Architecture 
/,stistomz 'netwsrk ,arkitektfa/ noun 
full form of SNA 

system software /,sistom 'spftweo/ 
noun programs which direct the basic 
functions, input-output control, etc., of a 
computer 

system specifications /,sistom 
iSpesifi'kerf(a)nz/ plural noun details of 
hardware and software required to perform 
certain tasks 

systems program /'ststomz 
,prougrem/ noun a program which con- 
trols the way in which a computer system 
works 
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systems programmer /sistomz 
'prougræmə/ noun a programmer who 
specialises in writing systems software 
system support /,sistom so'po:t/ 
noun a group of people who maintain and 
operate a system 

system tray /'sistom tre1/ noun (in 
Windows) an area of the taskbar normally 
in the bottom right-hand corner next to the 
clock. The system tray displays tiny icons 
that show which system software pro- 


grams were run automatically when Win- 
dows started and are now running in the 
background. 

system unit /'ststom ,ju:nit/ noun the 
main terminal or control centre for a com- 
puter which includes status lights and con- 
trol switches 

system variable /,sistom 
'veəriəb(ə)l/ noun a variable that contains 
data generated by the system software that 
can be used by applications 


T 


T abbr tera- 

T1 /,ti: 'wan/ noun a term that refers to a 
leased line connection that transfers data at 
1.544Mbits per second in the US (in the 
UK and Europe, the transfer rate is 
2.048Mbits per second) and can carry ei- 
ther data or 24 voice channels. If the link 
uses only part of this capacity, it is called a 
fractional T1 link. These links are normal- 
ly used to connect ISPs together or to con- 
nect offices of a large organisation. ù AD- 
SL, leased line 

T1 committee / ti: 'wan kə,mıti/ noun 
an ANSI committee which sets digital 
communications standards for the US, par- 
ticularly ISDN services 

T1 link /,ti: 'wan ,ltjk/ noun (in the US) 
a high speed, long distance data transmis- 
sion link not related to the T1 committee, 
that can carry data at 1.544Mbits per sec- 
ond 

T2 link /,ti: 'tu: ,lmk/ noun (in the US) 
a high speed, long distance data transmis- 
sion link equivalent to four T1 lines that 
can carry data at 6.3Mbits per second 

T3 link /,ti: '@ri: ,lmMk/ noun (in the US) 
a high speed, long distance data transmis- 
sion link equivalent to 28 T1 lines that can 
carry data at 44.736Mbits per second 

tab /tzb/ verb to tabulate or to arrange 
text in columns with the cursor automati- 


cally running from one column to the next 
in keyboarding O The list was neatly lined 
up by tabbing to column 10 at the start of 
each new line. 


TAB abbr tabulate 


tabbing /'tzebin/ noun the movement of 
the cursor in a word-processing program 
from one tab stop to the next O Tabbing 
can be done from inside the program. 


tabbing order /'tebiy ,9:do/ noun the 
order in which the focus moves from one 
button or field to the next as the user press- 
es the tab key 


tab character /tæb 'kærıktə/ noun the 
ASCII character 09hex which is used to 
align text at a preset tab stop 

tab key /'tæb ki:/ noun a key on a key- 
board, normally positioned on the far left, 
beside the ‘Q’ key, with two arrows point- 
ing in opposite horizontal directions, used 
to insert a tab character into text and so 
align the text at a preset tab stop 


table /'terb(o)l/ noun 1. a list of data in 
columns and rows on a printed page or on 
the screen 2. (in a relational database) a 
structure which shows how records and 
data items are linked by relations between 
the rows and columns of the table 


table lookup /'terb(ə)l lukap/ noun 
the process of using one known value to 
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select one entry in a table, providing a sec- 
ondary value 

table of contents /terb(o)l ov 
‘kpntents/ noun 1. a list of the contents of 
a book, usually printed at the beginning 2. 
data at the start of a disc that describes how 
many tracks are on the CD, their position 
and length 

tablet /'tæblət/ noun a graphics pad or 
flat device which allows a user to input 
graphical information into a computer by 
drawing on its surface 

tab memory /tzb 'mem(o)ri/ noun the 
ability of an editing program, usually a 
word-processor, to store details about var- 
ious tab settings 

tab rack /teb rek/ noun a graduated 
scale, displayed on the screen, showing the 
position of tabulation columns O The tab 
rack shows you the left and right margins. 
tab settings /tzb 'setinz/, tab stops 
/teb stppz/ plural noun preset points 
along a line, where the printing head or 
cursor will stop for each tabulation com- 
mand 

tabular /'tæbjulo/ adjective 
lar form arranged in a table 
tabulate /'tæbju,lert/ verb to arrange 
text in columns, with the cursor moving to 
each new column automatically as the text 
is keyboarded 

tabulating /‘tzbjulertm/ noun the ac- 
tion of processing punched cards, such as 
a sorting operation 

tabulation /,tzebju'lerf(9)n/ noun 1. ar- 
rangement of a table of figures 2. the proc- 
ess of moving a printing head or cursor a 
preset distance along a line 

tabulation markers /,tebju'lerf(o)n 
smarkez/ plural noun symbols displayed 
to indicate the position of tabulation stops 
tabulation stops /,tebju'lerf(o)n 
stppz/ plural noun preset points along a 
line at which a printing head or cursor will 
stop for each tabulation command 
tabulator /'tæbjulertə/ noun part of a 
word-processor which automatically sets 
words or figures into columns 

tactile keyboard /tektail 'ki:bo:d/ 
noun a keyboard that provides some indi- 
cation that a key has been pressed, such as 
a beep 

tag /tæg/ noun 1. one section of a compu- 
ter instruction 2. a set of identifying char- 
acters attached to a file or item (of data) O 
Each file has a three letter tag for rapid 
identification. 
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tag image file format /tæg ,1m1id3 
‘fail formeet/ noun full form of TIFF 
tail /te1l/ noun 1. data recognised as the 
end of a list of data 2. a control code used 
to signal the end of a message 
takedown /'terkdaun/ verb to remove 
something such as paper or disks from a 
peripheral after one job and prepare it for 
the next 

takedown time /‘terkdaun tarm/ noun 
the amount of time required to takedown a 
peripheral ready for another job 

take-up reel /'terk ap ,ri:l/ noun a reel 
onto which magnetic tape is collected 
Taligent /'tzlidzant/ noun an operating 
system developed by IBM and Apple that 
can be used on both PC and Macintosh 
platforms 

tandem processors = /,tandom 
'prəusesəz/ plural noun two processors 
connected so that if one fails, the second 
takes over 

tape archive /terp 'a:karv/ noun» tar 
tape backup /terp 'bekap/ noun the 
process of using (usually magnetic) tape as 
a medium for storing back-ups from faster 
main or secondary storage, such as RAM 
or hard disk 

tape cable /terp 'kerb(ə)/ noun a 
number of insulated conductors arranged 
next to each other forming a flat cable 
tape cartridge /terp 'ka:trid3/ noun a 
cassette box containing magnetic tape (on 
a reel) 

tape cassette /te1p ko'set/ noun a 
small box containing a reel of magnetic 
tape and a pickup reel 

tape code /terp koud/ noun a coding 
system used for punched data representa- 
tion on paper tape 

tape deck /'terp dek/ noun a device 
which plays back and records data onto 
magnetic tape 

tape drive /terp dratv/ noun a mecha- 
nism which controls magnetic tape move- 
ment over the tape heads O Our new prod- 
uct has a 96Mb streaming tape drive. 
tape format /terp 'fo:mzt/ noun a way 
in which blocks of data, control codes and 
location data is stored on tape 

tape guide /terp gatd/ noun a method 
by which the tape is correctly positioned 
over the tape head O The tape is out of 
alignment because one of the tape guides 
has broken. 


327 


T carrier 





tape head /terp hed/ noun a head which 
reads or writes signals on a magnetic tape 


tape header /terp 'hedə/ noun identifi- 
cation information at the beginning of a 
tape 

tape label /terp ‘letb(a)I/ noun a tape 
header and trailer containing information 
about the contents of a tape 


tape library /terp 'larbrəri/ noun 1. a 
secure area for the storage of computer 
data tapes 2. a series of computer tapes 
kept in store for reference 


tape loadpoint /‘terp loudpoint/ 
noun the position on a magnetic tape at 
which reading should commence to load a 
file 


tape punch /terp pantf/ noun a ma- 
chine that punches holes into paper tape 


tape reader /terp 'ri:do/ noun a ma- 
chine which reads punched holes in paper 
tape or signals on magnetic tape 


tape streamer /terp 'strizma/ noun a 
device containing a continuous loop of 
tape, used as backing storage. Also called 
stringy floppy 

tape to card converter /terp to, tu 
kard/ noun a device which reads data 
from magnetic tape and stores it on 
punched cards 


tape trailer /terp 'trerləo/ noun identifi- 
cation information at the beginning of a 
tape 

tape transmitter /terp trenz'mito/ 
noun a device which reads data from paper 
tape and transmits it to another point 


tape transport /terp 'treenspo:t/ noun 
a method by which the tape in a magnetic 
tape recorder is moved smoothly from reel 
to reel over the magnetic heads 


TAPI abbr telephony application pro- 
gramming interface 


tar /ta:/ noun a file compression system 
used on a computer running the Unix oper- 
ating system. Full form tape archive 


Targa /'ta:ga/ noun 1. a graphics file for- 
mat which uses the .TGA extension on a 
PC, developed by Truevision to store 
raster graphic images in 16-, 24— and 32- 
bit colour. 2. a high-resolution colour 
graphics adapter made by Truevision 
targetcast /‘ta:gitka:st/ verb to broad- 
cast a website only to a group of people 
who are known to be potentially interested 
in it, and not to everyone on the Internet 


target computer /,ta:git kom'pju:ta/ 
noun a computer on which software is to 
be run 

target disk /‘ta:git disk/ noun a disk 
onto which a file is to be copied 

target language /‘ta:git Jangwid3/ 
noun a language into which a language 
will be translated from its source language 
O The target language for this PASCAL 
program is machine code. Opposite 
source language 

target level /‘ta:git ,lev(o)I/ noun an 
interpretative processing mode for pro- 
gram execution 

target phase /'ta:git fe1z/ noun the pe- 
riod of time during which the target pro- 
gram is run 

target program /ta:git 'prougrem/ 
noun an object program or computer pro- 
gram in object code form, produced by a 
compiler 

target window /'ta:git ,wmdsau/ noun 
a window in which text or graphics will be 
displayed 

tariff /‘teertf/ noun a charge incurred by a 
user of a communications or computer 
system O There is a set tariff for logging 
on, then a rate for every minute of compu- 
ter time used. 

task /ta:sk/ noun a job which is to car- 
ried out by a computer 

taskbar /'ta:sk,ba:/ noun a bar that nor- 
mally runs along the bottom of the screen 
in Windows and displays the Start button 
and a list of other programs or windows 
that are currently active 

task management /tarsk 
'mænıdzmənt/ noun system software 
which controls the use and allocation of 
resources to programs 

task queue /ta:sk kju:/ noun tempo- 
rary storage of jobs waiting to be proc- 
essed 

task swapping /‘ta:sk ,swopin/ noun 
the process of exchanging one program in 
memory for another which is temporarily 
stored on disk. Task switching is not the 
same as multitasking which can execute 
several programs at once. 

task switching /‘ta:sk ,switfty/ noun 
same as task swapping 

TAT abbr turnaround time 

T carrier /'ti: kæriə/ noun a US stand- 
ard for digital data transmission lines, such 
as T1, TIC, and corresponding signal 
standards DS1, DS1C 


T-commerce 


328 





T-commerce /,ti: 'koms:s/ noun a 
business conducted by means of interac- 
tive television 

T connector /ti: ka'nekta/ noun a co- 
axial connector, shaped like the letter ‘T’, 
which connects two thin coaxial cables us- 
ing BNC plugs and provides a third con- 
nection for another cable or network inter- 
face card 

TCP /,ti: si: 'pi:/ noun standard data 
transmission protocol that provides full 
duplex transmission, bundles data into 
packets and checks for errors. Full form 
transmission control protocol 
TCP/IP /,ti: si: pi: ar 'pi:/ noun a data 
transfer protocol used in networks and 
communications systems, often used in 
Unix-based networks. This protocol is 
used for all communications over the in- 
ternet. Full form transmission control 
protocol/interface program 

TDM /,ti: di: 'em/ noun a method of com- 
bining several signals into one high-speed 
transmission carrier, each input signal be- 
ing sampled in turn and the result transmit- 
ted to a the receiver which re-constructs 
the signals. Full form time division mul- 
tiplexing 

TDR /,ti: di: 'a:/ noun a test that identi- 
fies where cable faults lie by sending a sig- 
nal down the cable and measuring how 
long it takes for the reflection to come 
back. Full form time domain reflectom- 
etry 

TDS / ti: di: 'es/ noun a computer system 
that will normally run batch processing 
tasks until interrupted by a new transac- 
tion, at which point it allocates resources 
to the new transaction. Full form transac- 
tion-driven system 

technical /'teknik(9)I/ adjective refer- 
ring to a particular machine or process O 
The document gives all the technical de- 
tails on the new computer. 

technical support /,teknik(s)l so 
'port/ noun technical advice to a user to 
explain how to use software or hardware or 
explain why it might not work 
technician /tek'n1f(9)n/ noun a person 
who is specialised in industrial work 
technique /tek'ni:k/ nouna skilled way 
of doing a job O The company has devel- 
oped a new technique for processing cus- 
tomers’ disks. 

technological /,teknoa'lnd31k(9)l/ ad- 
jective referring to technology o the tech- 
nological revolution the changing of in- 














dustrial methods by introducing new tech- 
nology 


technology /tek'nvlod3i/ noun the 
process of applying scientific knowledge 
to industrial processes O the introduction 
of new technology the process of putting 
new electronic equipment into a business 
or industry 

tele- /teli/ prefix long distance 
telecommunications /,telikomju:ni 
'ke1f(9)nz/ noun the technology of pass- 
ing and receiving messages over a dis- 
tance, as in radio, telephone, telegram, sat- 
ellite broadcast, etc. 

telecommuting /‘telikomju:tm/ noun 
the practice of working on a computer in 
one place (normally from home) that is 
linked by modem to the company’s central 
office allowing messages and data to be 
transferred 

teleconferencing /'teli 
i“konf(9)ransin/ noun the process of link- 
ing video, audio and computer signals 
from different locations so that distant 
people can talk and see each other, as if in 
a conference room 

teleinformatic services  /teliin 
iformatik 'ssrvisiz/ plural noun any of 
various data only services, such as telex, 
facsimile, which use telecommunications 
telematics /,tel1'mztiks/ noun the in- 
teraction of all data processing and com- 
munications devices 

telephone /'telifaun/ noun a machine 
used for speaking to someone or commu- 
nicating with another computer (using mo- 
dems) over a long distance 

telephone line /‘telifaun larn/ noun a 
cable used to connect a telephone handset 
with a central exchange 

telephony /ta'lefani/ noun a series of 
standards that define the way in which 
computers can work with a telephone sys- 
tem to provide voice-mail, telephone an- 
swering, and fax services 

telephony application program- 
ming interface /ta,lefoni 
eplikerf(a)n 'praugremin ,Intofers/ 
noun a system developed by Microsoft 
and Intel that allows a PC to control a sin- 
gle telephone. Abbr TAPI 

telephony services application 
programming interface /to,lefoni 
S3IVISIZ ,zplikerf(a)n 'prougræmıņ 
\Intofeis/ noun a system developed by 
Novell and AT&T that allows a PC to con- 
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trol a PBX telephone exchange. Abbr 
TSAPI 

teleprinter /‘teli,printo/ noun a device 
that is capable of sending and receiving 
data from a distant point by means of a tel- 
egraphic circuit, and printing out the mes- 
sage on a printer O You can drive a tele- 
printer from this modified serial port. 
teleprinter interface /'teliprıntə 
Intofers/ noun a terminal interface or 
hardware and software combination re- 
quired to control the functions of a termi- 
nal 

teleprinter roll /‘teliprmts ,raul/ noun 
a roll of paper onto which messages are 
printed 

teleprocessing /'teli,prousesıņ/ noun 
the processing of data at a distance (as on 
a central computer from outside termi- 
nals). Abbr TP 

telesoftware /‘teli,spftweo/ noun soft- 
ware which is received from a viewdata or 
teletext service. Abbr TSW 

teletext /'teli,tekst/ noun a method of 
transmitting text and information with a 
normal television signal, usually as a serial 
bit stream which can be displayed using a 
special decoder 

teletype /'telitarp/ noun a term used for 
teleprinter equipment. Abbr TTY 
teletypewriter /,teli'tarpraito/ noun a 
keyboard and printer attached to a compu- 
ter system which can input data either di- 
rect or by making punched paper tape 
television /,tel1'vı3(ə)n/ noun a device 
which can receive (modulated) video sig- 
nals from a computer or broadcast signals 
with an aerial and display images on a 
CRT screen with sound. Abbr TV 
television monitor /,tel'vız3(ə)n 
¿\mpnıtə/ noun a device able to display 
signals from a computer without sound, 
but is not able to broadcast signals, usually 
because there is no demodulator 
television receiver/monitor 
/,teliv13(a)n ri,sitva 'mpnita/ noun a de- 
vice able to act as a TV receiver or monitor 
television scan /'teli,vi3(0)n sken/ 
noun a horizontal movement of the picture 
beam over the screen, producing one line 
of an image 

television tube /'teli,v13(0)n tjurb/ 
nouna CRT with electronic devices which 
provide the line by line horizontal and ver- 
tical scanning movement of the picture 
beam 


telnet /‘telnet/ noun a TCP/IP protocol 
that allows a user to connect to and control 
via the Internet a remote computer as if 
they were there and type in commands as 
if they were sitting in front of the computer 
template /'tem,plert/ noun 1. a plastic 
or metal sheet with cut-out symbols to 
help in the drawing of flowcharts and cir- 
cuit diagrams 2. (in text processing) 
standard text, such as a standard letter or 
invoice, into which specific details can be 
added 

template command /'templeit kə 
‘marnd/ noun a command which allows 
functions or other commands to be easily 
set O A template paragraph command en- 
ables the user to specify the number of 
spaces each paragraph should be indent- 
ed. 

tempo /'tempau/ noun 1. (in MIDI or 
music) the speed at which the notes are 
played, measured in beats per minute O A 
typical MIDI tempo is 120bpm. 2. (in a 
multimedia title) the speed at which frames 
are displayed 

temporary adjective not permanent 
temporary register /,temp(o)rori 
'red3isto/ noun a register used for tempo- 
rary storage for the results of an ALU op- 
eration 

temporary storage /temp(o)rari 
'storrid3/ noun storage which is not per- 
manent 

temporary swap file /,temp(o)rori 
'swop ,farl/ noun a file on a hard disk 
which is used by software to store data 
temporarily or for software that imple- 
ments virtual memory, such as Microsoft’s 
Windows 

10Base2 /,ten bets 'tu:/ IEEE standard 
specification for running Ethernet over 
thin coaxial cable 

10Base5 /,ten bers 'farv/ IEEE stand- 
ard specification for running Ethernet over 
thick coaxial cable 

10BaseT /,ten bets 'ti:/ IEEE standard 
specification for running Ethernet over un- 
shielded twisted pair cable 

ten’s complement /'tenz 
.komplimont/ noun formed by adding 
one to the nine’s complement of a decimal 
number 

tera- /tero/ prefix 10!?; one million mil- 
lion. Abbr T 

terabyte /'tera,bart/ noun one thousand 
gigabytes or one million megabytes of data 


teraflop 
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teraflop /‘teraflop/ noun one million 
million floating-point operations per sec- 
ond, a measure of computer speed 
terminal /'ts:min(9)I/ noun 1. a device 
usually made up of a display unit and a 
keyboard which allows entry and display 
of information when on-line to a central 
computer system O intelligent terminal, 
smart terminal a computer terminal 
which contains a CPU and memory, allow- 
ing basic data processing to be carried out, 
usually with the facility to allow the user to 
program it independently of the host com- 
puter O The new intelligent terminal has a 
built-in text editor. 2. an electrical connec- 
tion point 3. a point in a network where a 
message can be transmitted or received. ù 
source, sink E adjective fatal or which 
cannot be repaired O The computer has a 
terminal fault. 

terminal adapter /‘ts:mm(o)l ə 
\deepto/ noun a device that connects a 
computer to a digital communications 
line; e.g., to link a PC to an ISDN line. A 
terminal adapter transfers digital signals 
from the computer to the line, whereas a 
modem is used to connect a computer to an 
analogue communications line, such as a 
telephone line, and needs to convert digital 
signals to and from an analogue form. 
terminal area /'ts:min(a)I ,eəriə/ noun 
part of a printed circuit board at which 
edge connectors can be connected 
terminal character set /,ts:min(o)l 
'kærıktə ,set/ noun the range of charac- 
ters available for a particular type of termi- 
nal, which might include graphics or cus- 
tomized characters 


terminal controller /‘ts:min(o)l kon 
,traula/ noun a hardware device or IC 
which controls a terminal including data 
communications and display 

terminal emulation = /‘ts:min(o)l 
emju,lerf(a)n/ noun the ability of a termi- 
nal to emulate the functions of another 
type of terminal so that display codes can 
be correctly decoded and displayed and 
keystrokes correctly coded and transmit- 
ted 

terminal emulation software 
/,t3rmin(o)l_ ,emju'leif(a)n ,softweə/ 
noun a software program that is used to al- 
low a computer to interpret the special dis- 
play codes used to control a specialist 
workstation, normally used with a modem 
to allow you to connect to a remote main- 
frame computer system 














terminal identity /,ts:mim(o)l ar 
'dentiti/ noun a unique code transmitted 
by a viewdata terminal to provide identifi- 
cation and authorisation of a user 

terminal interface /'tsımın(o)l 
\Intofers/ noun a hardware and software 
combination required to control the func- 
tions of a terminal from a computer O The 
network controller has 16 terminal inter- 


faces. 


terminal keyboard  /,ts:min(o)l 
'kitbo:rd/ noun a standard QWERTY or 
special keyboard allowing input at a termi- 
nal 

terminal session /‘ts:min(a)l 
\sef(a)n/ noun a period of time when a 
terminal is on-line or in use 

terminal strip /'ts:ımın(ə)l strıp/ noun 
a row of electrical connectors that allow 
pairs of wires to be electrically connected 
using a screw-down metal plate 
terminate /'ts:m1,neit/ verb to end 
terminate and stay resident pro- 
gram /,ts:mineit on ster 'rezıd(ə)nt 
,prougrem/ noun a program which loads 
itself into main memory and carries out a 
function when activated O When you hit 
Ctrl-F5, you will activate the TSR pro- 
gram and it will display your day’s diary. 
Also called TSR program 

terminate and stay resident soft- 
ware /,t3:mineit on ster 'rezid(s)nt 
\Spftwed/ noun a program that is started 
from the command line, then loads itself 
into memory, ready to be activated by an 
action, and passes control back to the com- 
mand line. Abbr TSR 

termination /,ts:mr'ne1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of ending or stopping 
terminator /‘ts:mineits/ noun 1. (in a 
LAN) a resistor that fits onto each end of a 
coaxial cable in a bus network to create an 
electrical circuit 2. (in a SCSI installation) 
a resistor that fits onto the last SCSI device 
in the daisy-chain, creating an electrical 
circuit 3. same as rogue value 

ternary /'ts:nori/ adjective referring to a 
number system with three possible states 
tessellate /'tesəlert/ verb to reduce a 
complex shape into a collection of simple 
shapes, often triangles 

test /test/ noun the action carried out on 
a device or program to establish whether it 
is working correctly, and if not, which 
component or instruction is not working W 
verb to carry out an examination of a de- 
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vice or program to see if it is working cor- 
rectly 

test bed /test bed/ noun an environment 
used to test programs 

test data /test 'dertə/ noun data with 
known results prepared to allow a new pro- 
gram to be tested 

test equipment /test 1'kwipmont/ 
noun special equipment which tests hard- 
ware or software 

test numeric /'test nju:,mertk/ noun a 
check to ensure that numerical informa- 
tion is numerical 


test run /'test ran/ noun a program run 
with test data to ensure that the software is 
working correctly O A test run will soon 
show up any errors. 


texel /'teksal/ noun a collection of pixels 
that are treated as a single unit when ap- 
plying a texture map over an object 

text /tekst/ noun a set of alphanumeric 
characters that convey information o text 
processing word-processing or the prac- 
tice of using a computer to keyboard, edit 
and output text, in the forms of letters, la- 
bels, etc. 


text compression /tekst kom 
‘pref(a)n/ noun the process of reducing 
the space required by a section of text, us- 
ing one code to represent more than one 
character, and removing spaces and punc- 
tuation marks, etc. 

text-editing facilities /‘tekst ,editm 
fo silitiz/ plural noun a word-processing 
system which allows the user to add, de- 
lete, move, insert and correct sections of 
text 


text-editing function /‘tekst ,editm 
fankf(o)n/ noun an option in a program 
which provides text-editing facilities O 
The program includes a built-in text-edit- 
ing function. 

text editor /tekst 'edita/ noun same as 
screen editor 


text file /tekst farl/ noun a file that con- 
tains text rather than digits or data 

text formatter /‘tekst ,fo:mzto/ noun 
a program that converts text to a new form 
or layout according to parameters or em- 
bedded codes such as line width, page 
size, justification, etc. 

text management /tekst 
‘meenid3mont/ noun facilities which al- 
low text to be written, stored, retrieved, ed- 
ited and printed 














text manager /'tekst ,mænıd3ə/ noun 
facilities that allow text to be written, 
stored, retrieved, edited and printed 

text manipulation /tekst mo,nipju 
‘lerf(a)n/ noun facilities which allow text 
editing, changing, inserting and deleting 
text message /'tekst ,mesid3/ noun a 
message sent in the form of text, especially 
one that appears on the viewing screen of 
a mobile phone or pager 

text mode /tekst maud/ noun an oper- 
ating mode of a computer or display 
screen that will only display pre-defined 
characters and will not allow graphic im- 
ages to be displayed 

text processing /‘tekst ,prousesin/ 
noun the use of a computer to create, store, 
edit and print or display text 

text register /tekst 'red31sta/ noun a 
temporary computer storage register for 
text characters only 

text retrieval /tekst ri'tri:v(a)l/ noun 
an information retrieval system that allows 
the user to examine complete documents 
rather than just a reference to a document 
text screen /tekst skri:n/ noun the area 
of a computer screen set up to display text 
text-to-speech converter /tekst to, 
tu spi:tJ/ noun an electronic device which 
uses a speech synthesiser to produce the 
spoken equivalent of a piece of text that 
has been entered 

texture /'tekstfa/ noun a surface detail 
that is added to basic shapes 

texture mapping /'tekstfa mepin/ 
noun 1. a special computer graphics effect 
using algorithms to produce an image that 
looks like the surface of something such as 
marble, brick, stone or water 2. the process 
of covering one image with another to give 
the first a texture 

text window /tekst 'windoau/ noun a 
window in a graphics system, where the 
text is held in a small space on the screen 
before being allocated to a final area 
TFTP / ti: ef ti: 'pi:/ noun a simple form 
of the standard FTP (file transfer protocol) 
system, commonly used to load the operat- 
ing system software onto a diskless work- 
station from a server when the workstation 
boots up when it is switched on. Full form 
trivial file transfer protocol. ò FTP 
TFT screen /,ti: ef 'ti: ,skri:xn/ noun a 
method of creating a high-quality LCD 
display often used in laptop computers. 
Full form thin film transistor screen 


thermal dye diffusion 
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thermal dye diffusion /,63:m(o)! dar 
dı'fju:3(ə)n/ noun a method of printing 
similar to thermal wax transfer, except that 
a dye is used instead of coloured wax. 
Thermal dye diffusion can print continu- 
ous colour to produce a near-photographic 
output. 
thermal inkjet printer /,63:m(0)l 
Ankd3Zet 'prints/ noun a computer print- 
er which produces characters by sending a 
stream of tiny drops of electrically charged 
ink onto the paper, the movement of the 
ink drops being controlled by an electric 
field. This is a non-impact printer with few 
moving parts. 

COMMENT: This type of printer is very quiet in 

operation since the printing head does not 

strike the paper. 
thermal paper /,63:m(o)I 'perpo/ noun 
a special paper whose coating turns black 
when heated, allowing characters to be 
printed by using a matrix of small heating 
elements 
thermal printer /,63:m(9)l_ 'printo/ 
noun a printer where the character is 
formed on thermal paper with a printhead 
containing a matrix of small heating ele- 
ments 
thermal transfer, thermal wax, ther- 
mal wax transfer printer noun a method 
of printing where the colours are produced 
by melting coloured wax onto the paper O 
Thermal wax transfer technology still pro- 
vides the best colour representation on pa- 
per for PC output. 
thesaurus /61'so:ras/ noun a file which 
contains synonyms that are displayed as 
alternatives to a misspelt word during a 
spell-check 
thick-Ethernet /O1k 'i:09,net/ noun a 
network implemented using thick coaxial 
cable and transceivers to connect branch 
cables. ù Ethernet, thin-Ethernet 
thick film /O1k f1lm/ noun a miniature 
electronic circuit design in which minia- 
ture components are mounted on an insu- 
lating base, then connected as required 
thimble printer /'9ımb(ə)l ,prıntə/ 
noun a computer printer using a printing 
head similar to a daisy wheel but shaped 
like a thimble 
thin-Ethernet /@1m 'i:0ə,net/ noun the 
most popular type of Ethernet network im- 
plemented using thin coaxial cable and 
BNC connectors. ù Ethernet, thick- 
Ethernet (NOTE: It is limited to distances 
of around 1000 m) 


thin film /61n fılm/ noun a method of 
constructing integrated circuits by deposit- 
ing in a vacuum very thin patterns of vari- 
ous materials onto a substrate to form the 
required interconnected components 
thin-film memory /m fılm 
'mem(ə)ri/ noun a high-speed access 
RAM device using a matrix of magnetic 
cells and a matrix of read/write heads to 
access them 

thin-film transistor screen /,ðın 
film treen'zista ,skri:n/ noun full form of 
TFT screen 

thin window /61n 'windav/ noun a sin- 
gle line display window 

third generation /s:d  ,dzeno 
're1f(9)n/ noun the latest specification for 
mobile communication systems, including 
mobile telephones. Abbr 3G 


COMMENT: The third generation includes very 
fast data transfer rates of between 128 Kbps 
and 2 Mbps, depending on whether the per- 
son is walking, in a car or at his or her base 
station. This will allow high-speed Internet ac- 
cess and even live video links, to a portable 
telephone. The first generation of mobile tele- 
phones were analog cellular telephones, the 
second generation were digital PCS. 


third generation computer /,63:d 
,dzenorerf(a)n kom'pju:ta/ noun a com- 
puter in which integrated circuits were 
used instead of transistors 

third party /,03:d 'pa:ti/ noun a compa- 
ny which supplies items or services for a 
system sold by one party, the seller, to an- 
other, the buyer 


COMMENT: A third party might supply computer 
maintenance or write programs, for example. 


32-bit /‘Os3:ti: tu: ,brt/ data that is trans- 
ferred thirty-two bits at a time along thirty- 
two parallel conductors; in a processor this 
refers to its ability to manipulate numbers 
that are thirty-two bits long 

thirty-two bit system /,O3:ti tu: bit 
'sistom/, 32-bit system noun a micro- 
computer system or CPU that handles data 
in 32 bit words 

thrashing /'OreJim/ noun 1. excessive 
disk activity 2. a configuration or program 
fault in a virtual memory system that re- 
sults in a CPU wasting time moving pages 
of data between main memory and disk or 
backing store 

thread /@red/ noun a program which 
consists of many independent smaller sec- 
tions or beads 


“WigWam makes it easier for a user to follow a 
thread in a bulletin-board conference topic by order- 
ing responses using a hierarchical indent similar to 
that found in outline processor.’ [Computing] 
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threaded file /,6redid 'farl/ noun a file 
in which an entry contains data and an ad- 
dress to the next entry that contains the 
same data, allowing rapid retrieval of all 
identical entries 

threaded language /,Oredid 
‘lengwid3/ noun a programming lan- 
guage which allows many small sections 
of code to be written then used by a main 
program 

threaded tree /,Oredid 'tri:/ noun a 
structure in which each node contains a 
pointer to other nodes 

three-address instruction /,6ri: ə 
'dres 1n,strakfan/ noun an instruction 
which contains the addresses of two oper- 
ands and the location where the result is to 
be stored 

3D /,Ori: 'di:/ adjective referring to an im- 
age which has three dimensions (width, 
breadth and depth), and therefore gives the 
impression of being solid. Full form 
three-dimensional 
three-dimensional / Ori: dar 
'menf(a)nol/ adjective full form of 3D 
three-dimensional array /Ori: dar 
»menf(a)nol ə're1/ noun an array made up 
of a number of two-dimensional arrays, ar- 
ranged in parallel, giving rows, columns 
and depth 

3G /,Ori: 'd3i:/ noun» third generation 
three input adder /,6ri: input 'ædə/ 
noun » full adder 

three state logic /,Ori: stert 'lod31k/ 
noun a logic gate or IC which has three 
possible output states, logic high, logic 
low and high impedance (NOTE: Most logic 
gates and ICs have only two possible 
output states.) 

threshold /'Orefhauld/ noun a preset 
level which causes an action if a signal ex- 
ceeds or drops below it 

throughput /'Oru:,put/ noun the rate of 
production by a machine or system, meas- 
ured as total useful information processed 
in a set period of time O For this machine 
throughput is 1.3 inches per second scan- 
ning speed. 

thumbnail /'9am ,ne1l/ noun a miniature 
graphical representation of an image, used 
as a quick and convenient method of view- 
ing the contents of graphics or DTP files 
before they are retrieved 

TIFF /trf/ noun standard file format used 
to store graphic images. Full form tag im- 
age file format 


tile /tarl/ verb (in a GUN to arrange a 
group of windows so that they are dis- 
played side by side without overlapping 
(NOTE: tiles — tiling — tiled) 

tilt and swivel /,tilt on 'swiv(a)l/ ad- 
jective referring to a monitor which is 
mounted on a pivot so that it can be moved 
to point in the most convenient direction 
for the operator 

timbre /'tæmbə/ noun the shape of a par- 
ticular sound that can be identified by the 
human ear (NOTE: The same musical note 
played on two different musical instru- 
ments will not sound the same.) 

time /tarm/ verb to measure the time tak- 
en by an operation 

time base /taım bets/ noun 1. a signal 
used as a basis for timing purposes 2. a 
regular sawtooth signal used in an oscillo- 
scope to sweep the beam across the screen 
time bomb /'tarm bom/ noun a compu- 
ter virus that is designed to take effect on a 
particular date or when a computer appli- 
cation is used for a particular length of 
time 

time code /taım kaud/ noun a sequence 
of timing information recorded on an au- 
dio track in a videotape 

timed backup /taımd 'bekap/ noun a 
backup which occurs automatically after a 
period of time or at a particular time each 
day 

time division multiplexing /,tarm dı 
,V13(9)n 'maltıpleksıy/ noun full form of 
TDM 

time domain reflectometry /,tarm 
dou,mein ,riflek'tomotri/ noun full 
form of TDR 

time of peak demand /,tam ov pi:k 
dr'ma:nd/ noun the time when something 
is being used most 

timeout /‘tarmavt/ noun 1. a logoff pro- 
cedure carried out if no data is entered on 
an online terminal 2. a period of time re- 
served for an operation 

timer /‘tarma/ noun a device which 
records the time taken for an operation to 
be completed 

time-sharing /'taim ,feorm/ noun an 
arrangement which allows several inde- 
pendent users to use a computer system or 
be online at the same time 


COMMENT: In time-sharing, each user appears 
to be using the computer all the time, when in 
fact each is using the CPU for a short time 
slice only. The CPU processes one user for a 
short time then moves on to the next. 


time slice 
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time slice /tarm slats/ noun a period of 
time allocated for a user or program or job 
within a multitasking system 

time stamp /tarm stæmp/ noun a MIDI 
message that is tagged with a time so that 
a sequencer can play it at the correct mo- 
ment 

timing loop /‘tarmin lu:p/ noun a com- 
puter program loop which is repeated a 
number of times to produce a certain time 
delay 

timing master /‘tarmin ,ma:sta/ noun 
a clock signal which synchronises all the 
components in a system 

tint /tint/ noun» hue 

tiny model /,tami 'mod(ə)l/ noun a 
memory model of the Intel 80x86 proces- 
sor family that allows a combined total of 
64 Kb for data and code 

title /‘tart(9)l/ noun an identification 
name given to a file or program or disk 
title bar /'tart(ə)l ba:/ noun a horizontal 
bar at the top of a window which displays 
the title of the window or application 

T junction /ti: 'dzankf(e)n/ noun a 
connection at right angles to a cable carry- 
ing the main signal or power 

TMSF time format /,ti: em es ef 'tarm 
formeet/ noun a time format used mainly 
by audio CD devices to measure time in 
frames and tracks. Full form tracks, min- 
utes, seconds, frames time format 
toggle /'tog(a)l/ verb to switch some- 
thing between two states (NOTE: toggles — 
toggling — toggled) 

toggle switch /'tog(ə)l switf/ noun an 
electrical switch which has only two posi- 
tions 

token /'təukən/ noun 1. an internal code 
which replaces a reserved word or pro- 
gram statement in a high-level language 2. 
(in a local area network) a control packet 
which is passed between workstations to 
control access to the network 

token bus network /,toukon ‘bas 
netws3:k/ noun an IEEE 802.4 standard 
for a local area network formed with a bus- 
topology cable, in which workstations 
transfer data by passing a token 
token-passing /‘toukon ,pa:sin/ noun 
a method of controlling access to a local 
area network by using a token (NOTE: A 
workstation cannot transmit data until it 
receives the token.) 

Token Ring network /‘tovken rin 
netwa3:k/ noun an IEEE 802.5 standard 
that uses a token passed from one worksta- 


tion to the next in a ring network O Token 
Ring networks are very democratic and re- 
tain performance against increasing load. 
(NOTE: A workstation can only transmit 
data if it captures the token. Token Ring 
networks, although logically rings, are of- 
ten physically wired in a star topology.) 
tone dialling /‘toun ,datalin/ noun a 
method of dialling a telephone number us- 
ing sounds to represent the digits of the 
number (NOTE: This method of dialling is 
the current standard method of dialling 
numbers and has generally replaced the 
older pulse dialling system. A Hayes- 
compatible modem can dial the number 
‘123’ using tone dialling with the AT com- 
mand ‘ATDT123’ or using pulse dialling 
with the AT command ‘ATDP123’) 
toner /'tound/ noun a finely powdered 
ink, usually black, that is used in laser 
printers O If you get toner on your hands, 
you can only wash it off with cold water. 
(NOTE: The toner is transferred onto the 
paper by electrical charge, then fixed 
permanently to the paper by heating.) 
toner cartridge /‘touno ka:trid3/ 
noun a plastic container which holds pow- 
dered toner for use in a laser printer 

tool /tu:l/ noun (in a graphical front end) 
a function accessed from an icon in a tool- 
bar, e.g. a circle-draw option 

toolbar /'tu:l,ba:/ noun a window that 
contains a range of icons that access tools 
Toolbook /‘tu:lbuk/ noun a multimedia 
authoring tool developed by Asymetrix 
which uses the OpenScript script language 
to control objects and actions 

toolbox /'tu:lbpks/ noun 1. a box con- 
taining instruments needed to repair or 
maintain or install equipment 2. a set of 
predefined routines or functions that are 
used when writing a program 

Toolbox /'tu:lbpks/ noun (in an Apple 
Mac) a set of utility programs stored in 
ROM to provide graphic functions 
toolkit /‘tu:lkit/ noun a series of func- 
tions which help a programmer to write or 
debug programs 

tools /tu:lz/ noun a set of utility pro- 
grams such as backup and format in a 
computer system 

ToolTips /‘tu:ltrps/ noun a feature of 
applications that work under Windows 
that display a line of descriptive text under 
an icon when the user moves the pointer 
over the icon 
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top down programming /,top daun 
‘prougremin/ noun same as structured 
programming 

top-level domain /,top ,lev(s)l dou 
‘mein/ noun the part of an Internet address 
that identifies an Internet domain, e.g. a 
two-letter country code or a three-letter 
code such as .edu for education or .com for 
commercial when used without a country 
code. 

topology /tv'ppled3i/ noun a way in 
which the various elements in a network 
are interconnected (NOTE: The plural is 
topologies.) 

TOPS /tops/ noun software that allows 
IBM PCs and Apple Macs to share files on 
a network 

touch pad /tat f pæd/ noun a flat device 
which can sense where on its surface and 
when it is touched, used to control a cursor 
position or switch a device on or off 
touch screen /tatf skri:n/ noun a 
computer display which has a grid of in- 
frared transmitters and receivers, posi- 
tioned on either side of the screen used to 
control a cursor position (NOTE: When a 
user wants to make a selection or move 
the cursor, he or she points to the screen, 
breaking two of the beams, which gives 
the position of the pointing finger.) 
touch-sensitive keyboard /,tatf 
sensotiv 'ki:bo:d/ noun a thin, flat mem- 
brane type keyboard whose keys are acti- 
vated by touching and operate without 
movement (NOTE: It is often used in heavy 
duty or dirty environments where normal 
keys would not function correctly.) 

TP abbr teleprocessing 

TPI abbr tracks per inch 

trace /treis/ noun a method of verifying 
that a program is functioning correctly, in 
which the current status and contents of 
the registers and variables used are dis- 
played after each instruction step 

trace program /treis 'prougræm/ 
noun a diagnostic program which executes 
a program that is being debugged, one in- 
struction at a time, displaying the states 
and registers 

traceroute /'trersru:t/ noun a software 
utility that finds and displays the route tak- 
en for data travelling between a computer 
and a distant server on the Internet 


COMMENT: The display shows the different 
servers that the data travels through, together 
with the time taken to travel between each 
server (called a hop). Traceroute works by 
sending out a time-to-live (TTL) query data 


packet to the distant server. It starts by send- 
ing out packets with a very low time-to-live, 
then gradually increases the length of time 
that the packet can survive until one is re- 
turned by the host — this then provides the 
shortest time it will take to reach the host. If 
you are trying to view a website you can use 
traceroute to check which section of the link to 
the website’s server is the slowest. Windows 
includes a traceroute utility ‘tracert’. Click the 
Start button and select the Run option then 
type in ‘tracert’ followed by the domain name 
of the distant web server, e.g. tracert 
‘www.bloomsbury.com”’ 


trace trap /treis træp/ noun a selective 
breakpoint where a tracing program stops, 
allowing registers to be examined 
tracing /‘tretstn/ noun a function of a 
graphics program that takes a bitmap im- 
age and processes it to find the edges of the 
shapes and so convert these into a vector 
line image that can be more easily manip- 
ulated 

track /trek/ noun any one of a series of 
thin concentric rings on a magnetic disk 
which the read/write head accesses and 
along which the data is stored in separate 
sectors W verb to follow a path or track 
correctly O The read head is not tracking 
the recorded track correctly. 


COMMENT: The first track on a tape is along the 
edge and the tape may have up to nine differ- 
ent tracks on it, while a disk has many con- 
centric tracks around the central hub. The 
track and sector addresses are set up during 
formatting. 


track address /trek a'dres/ noun the 
location of a particular track on a magnetic 
disk 

trackball /'‘treek,bo:I/ noun a device 
used to move a cursor on-screen which is 
controlled by turning a ball contained in a 
case 

tracking /'trekin/ noun 1. the correct 
alignment of a read head and the tape in a 
tape player 2. degradation of a video clip 
because the action moves too fast to be ac- 
curately captured by the camera 

tracks, minutes, seconds, frames 
time format /,treks ,minots ,sekondz 
ifrermz 'tarm ,fo:meet/ noun full form of 
TMSF time format 

tracks per inch /,treks ps:r 'ıntf/ 
noun a measure of the number of concen- 
tric data tracks on a disk surface per inch. 
Abbr TPI 

tractor feed /'træktə fi:d/ noun a 
method of feeding paper into a printer, in 
which sprocket wheels on the printer con- 
nect with the sprocket holes on either edge 
of the paper to pull the paper through 


traffic 
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traffic /‘treeftk/ noun the totality of mes- 
sages and other signals processed by a sys- 
tem or carried by a communications link O 
Our Ethernet network begins to slow down 
if the traffic reaches 60 per cent of the 
bandwidth. 

traffic analysis /'træfık ə,næləsıs/ 
noun the study of the times, types and 
quantities of messages and signals being 
processed by a system 

traffic density /‘trefik ,densiti/ noun 
the number of messages and data transmit- 
ted over a network or system in a period of 
time 

traffic intensity /'træfık 1,tensiti/ 
noun the ratio of messages entering a 
queue to those leaving the queue within a 
certain time 

trailer /‘tretla/ noun the final byte of a 
file containing control or file characteris- 
tics 

trailer record /'trerlə ,reko:d/ noun the 
last record in a file containing control or 
file characteristics 

transaction /tren'zekJon/ noun a sin- 
gle action which affects a database, e.g. a 
sale, a change of address or a new custom- 
er 

transaction-driven system /tren 
'zækfən ,driv(a)n ,ststom/ noun full 
form of TDS 

transaction file /tren'zekfon farl/ 
noun same as update file 

transaction processing /tren 
'zækfən ,prousesin/ noun interactive 
processing in which a user enters com- 
mands and data on a terminal which is 
linked to a central computer, with results 
being displayed on-screen. Abbr TP 


‘At present, users implementing client-server strate- 
gies are focusing on decision support systems before 
implementing online transaction processing and oth- 
er mission-critical applications.’ [Computing] 


transaction record /tren'zekfon 
iteko:d/ noun same as change record 
transceiver /trzen'si:va/ noun a trans- 
mitter and receiver, or a device which can 
both transmit and receive signals, e.g. a 
terminal or modem 

transcribe /træn'skrarb/ verb to copy 
data from one backing storage unit or me- 
dium to another (NOTE: transcribes — 
transcribing — transcribed) 
transducer /trenz'dju:so/ noun an 
electronic device which converts signals in 
one form into signals in another O the 


pressure transducer converts physical 
pressure signals into electrical signals 

transfer /‘trensfs:/ verb 1. to change 
command or control of something O All 
processing activities have been trans- 


ferred to the mainframe. 2. to copy a sec- 


tion of memory to another location (NOTE: 
transferring — transferred) E noun the 
process of changing command or control 
transfer check /trens'fs: tfek/ nouna 
check that a data transfer is correct accord- 
ing to a set of rules 

transfer command /'trensfs: ko 
“marnd/ noun an instruction that directs 
processor control from one part of a pro- 
gram to another 

transfer control /‘trensfs: kon,troul/ 
noun a change in the command or control 
of something, e.g. to another point in the 
program when a branch or jump instruc- 
tion within a program is executed 
transfer rate /'trænsfs: rert/ noun the 
speed at which data is transferred from 
backing store to main memory or from one 
device to another O With a good telephone 
line, this pair of modems can achieve a 
transfer rate of 14.4Kbps. 

transfer time /trens'f3: tarm/ noun 
the time taken to transfer data between de- 
vices or locations 

transform /trzns'fo:m/ verb to change 
something from one state to another 
transformational rules /trænzfə 
‘merf(a)n(9)l ru:lz/ noun a set of rules 
applied to data which is to be transformed 
into coded form 

transient /'trenziont/ adjective refer- 
ring to a state or signal which is present for 
a short period of time E noun something 
which is present for a short period 
transient area /,trenziont 'eəriə/ 
noun a section of memory for user pro- 
grams and data 

transient error /,treenziont 'era/ noun 
a temporary error which occurs for a short 
period of time 

transient read error /,trenziont 'ri:d 
,era/ noun an error, caused by bad data re- 
cording, from which a program can recov- 
er 

transient suppressor /,trzenziont sə 
'presə/ noun a device which suppresses 
voltage transients 

transistor /tren'zisto/ noun an elec- 
tronic semiconductor device which can 
control the current flow in a circuit (NOTE: 
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There are two main types of transistor, 
bipolar and unipolar.) 
transistor-transistor logic /tren 
\zisto tren,zisto 'lod3ık/ noun full form 
of TTL 

transition point /tren'z1f(9)n pornt/ 
noun a point in a program or system where 
a transition occurs 

translate /treens'lert/ verb to convert 
data from one form into another (NOTE: 
translates — translating — translated) 
translation tables /træns'lerf(ə)n 
,terb(9)lz/ plural noun same as conver- 
sion tables 

translator /trens'leito/, translator 
program /trens'leito ,prougrem/ noun 
a program which translates a high level 
language program into another language, 
usually machine code. ò interpreter, 
compiler 

transmission /trænz'mıf(ə)n/ noun 
the process of sending signals from one 
device to another 

transmission channel /trænz 
'mıf(©)n ,tfeen(a)l/ noun a physical con- 
nection between two points which allows 
data to be transmitted, e.g. a link between 
a CPU and a peripheral 
transmission control 
/treenz,mif(a)n kon'traul 
noun full form of TCP 
transmission control protocol/in- 
terface program /trenz,m1f(9)n kon 
'trəul ,proutaukol 'Intofeis ,prougreem/ 
noun full form of TCP/IP 
transmission error /trenz,m1f(a)n 
'erə/ plural noun an error due to noise on 
the line 

transmission medium /trænz 
‘mif(a)n ,mi:diom/ noun a means by 
which data can be transmitted, e.g. radio or 
light 

transmission rate /trænz'mıf(ə)n 
reit/ noun a measure of the amount of data 
transmitted in a certain time O Their aver- 
age transmission is 64,000 bits per second 
(bps) through a parallel connection or 
19,200 bps through a serial connection. 
transmissive disk /trænz'mısıv 
disk/ noun an optical data storage disk in 
which the reading laser beam shines 
through the disk to a detector below 
transmit /treenz'mit/ verb to send infor- 
mation from one device to another, using 
any medium such as radio, cable or wire 
link (NOTE: transmitting — transmitted) 


protocol 
\proutokol/ 


transmitter /treenz'mita/ noun a device 
which will take an input signal, process it , 
e.g. to modulate or convert it to sound, 
then transmit it by a medium such as radio 
or light. Abbr TX 


transparency /trens'pzransi/ noun 
(in graphics) the degree to which one im- 
age shows another image beneath it 


transparent /trens'peront/ adjective 
referring to a computer program which is 
not obvious to the user or which cannot be 
seen by the user when it is running 


transparent GIF /trens,peront ,d3i: 
al 'ef/ noun a graphic image stored in the 
GIF file format with one colour from the 
palette assigned as a transparent colour 
(NOTE: When the image is displayed, any 
part of the image in this colour will be 
transparent to allow any image beneath 
to show through. This feature is used a 
lot in webpages to place images on a pat- 
terned background.) 


transparent interrupt /trens,pzront 
'ıntərapt/ noun a mode in which if an in- 
terrupt occurs, all machine and program 
states are saved, the interrupt is serviced, 
then the system restores all previous states 
and continues normally 


transparent paging /trens,pzrant 
‘perd31n/ noun software which allows the 
user to access any memory location in a 
paged memory system as if it were not 
paged 
transphasor /trænz'ferzə/ noun an op- 
tical transistor constructed from a crystal 
which is able to switch a main beam of 
light according to a smaller input signal 
COMMENT: This is used in the latest research 
for an optical computer that could run at the 
speed of light. 
transportable /træns'po:təb(ə)l/ ad- 
jective which can be carried, though per- 
haps requiring a vehicle O A transportable 
computer is not as small as a portable or a 
laptop. 
transport layer /trens'po:t lerə/ 
noun the fourth layer in the ISO/OSI net- 
work model that provides a reliable con- 
nection and checks and controls the quali- 
ty of the connection 
trap /træp/ noun a device or piece of soft- 
ware or hardware that will catch some- 
thing such as a variable, fault or value 
trapdoor /'træp,də:/ noun a way of get- 
ting into a system to change data, browse 
or hack 


trapezoidal distortion 
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trapezoidal distortion /,trepizoidol 
dis'to:f(a)n/ noun same as keystone 
distortion 


trap handler /trep 'hændlə/ noun a 
piece of software that accepts interrupt 
signals and acts on them, e.g. running a 
special routine or sending data to a periph- 
eral 

trashcan /'træfkæn/ noun (in a GUI an 
icon which looks like a dustbin that deletes 
any file that is dragged onto it 


tree and branch network system 
/ tri: on brarntf 'netwark ,ststom/ noun 
a system of networking in which data is 
transmitted along a single output line, 
from which other lines branch out, form- 
ing a tree structure that feeds individual 
stations 

tree of folders /,tri: əv 'fəuldəz/ noun 
a view of all the folders stored on a disk ar- 
ranged to show folders and subfolders 


tree selection sort /,tri: sr'lekfən 
,port/ noun a rapid form of selection in 
which the information from the first sort 
pass is used in the second pass to speed up 
selection 

trellis coding /'trelis kodıy/ noun a 
method of modulating a signal that uses 
both amplitude and phase modulation to 
give a greater throughput and lower error 
rates for data transmission speeds of over 
9,600 bits per second 

triad /'traræd/ noun 1. a group of three 
elements, characters or bits 2. a triangular 
shaped grouping of the red, green and blue 
colour phosphor spots at each pixel loca- 
tion on the screen of a colour RGB moni- 
tor 

trichromatic /,tratkrou'metik/ adjec- 
tive» RGB 

trivial file transfer protocol / trivial 
‘fail jtreensfs: ,proutəkpol/ noun full 
form of TFTP 

Trojan Horse /'traud3(a)n ho:s/ noun 
a program inserted into a system by a 
hacker that will perform a harmless func- 
tion while copying information held in a 
classified file into a file with a low priority, 
which the hacker can then access without 
the authorised user’s knowledge 
troubleshoot /'trab(ə)lfu:t/ verb 1. to 
debug computer software 2. to locate and 
repair faults in hardware 
troubleshooter /'trab(ə)lfu:tə/ noun 
a person who troubleshoots hardware or 
software (NOTE: troubleshot) 


true /tru:/ adjective referring to a logical 
condition representing a non-zero value. 
Compare false 


TrueType /'tru:tarp/ a trade name for an 
outline font technology introduced by Ap- 
ple and Microsoft as a means of printing 
exactly what is displayed on screen 


truncate /tran'keit/ verb 1. to cut some- 
thing short 2. to give an approximate value 
to a number by reducing it to a certain 
number of digits O 3.5678 truncated to 
3.56 (NOTE: truncates — truncating — 
truncated) 


truncation /tran'ketf(a)n/ noun re- 
moval of digits from a number so that it is 
a particular length 


truncation error /tran'kerf(a)n ,erə/ 
noun an error caused when a number is 
truncated 


trunk /trank/ noun a bus or communica- 
tion link consisting of wires or leads which 
connect different parts of a hardware sys- 
tem 


truth table /tru:0 'terb(9)l/ noun a 
method of defining a logic function as the 
output state for all possible inputs 


truth value /tru:6 'vælju:/ noun each of 
two values, true or false, T or F, 1 or 0, 
used in Boolean algebra 


TSAPI abbr telephony services applica- 
tion programming interface 


Tseng Labs /'sen læbz/ a manufacturer 
of chipsets used in graphics adapters 
TSR abbr terminate and stay resident 
TSW abbr telesoftware 


TTL /,ti: ti: 'el/ noun the most common 
family of logic gates and high-speed tran- 
sistor circuit designs in which the bipolar 
transistors are directly connected, usually 
collector to base. Full form transistor- 
transistor logic 

TTL-compatible /\ti: ti: el kom 
‘pptib(a)l/ adjective referring to MOS or 
other electronic circuits or components 
that can directly connect to and drive TTL 
circuits 

TTL logic /,ti: ti: el 'lod31k/ noun the 
use of TTL design and components to im- 
plement logic circuits and gates 

TTL monitor /,ti: ti: el 'monita/ noun 
a monitor which can only accept digital 
signals, so can only display monochrome 
images or a limited range of colours 


TTY abbr teletype 
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tune /tju:n/ verb to set a system at its op- 
timum point by careful adjustment (NOTE: 
tunes — tuning — tuned) 


tunnelling /‘tan(o)lm/ noun a method 
of enclosing a packet of data from one type 
of network within another packet so that it 
can be sent over a different, incompatible 
network 

Turing machine /'tjurm moa,fim/ 
noun a mathematical model of a device 
which could read and write data to a con- 
trollable tape storage while altering its in- 
ternal states 


Turing test /‘tjurm test/ noun a test to 
decide if a computer is ‘intelligent’ 


turnaround document /'ts:no,raund 
,dokjumont/ noun a document which is 
printed out from a computer, sent to a user 
and returned by the user with new notes or 
information written on it, which can be 
read by a document reader 


turnaround time /'ts:noraund ,tarm/ 
noun 1. the length of time it takes to 
switch data flow direction in a half duplex 
system 2. the time taken to activate a pro- 
gram and produce the result which the user 
has asked for (US) > abbr TAT 


turnkey system /'ta:nki: ,ststom/ 
noun a complete system which is designed 
to a customer’s needs and is ready to use 
(NOTE: To operate it, the user only has to 
switch it on or turn a key.) 


turtle /'ts:t(9)l/ noun a device whose 
movements and position are controllable, 
used to draw graphics with instructions in 
the computer language LOGO (NOTE: It is 
either a device which works on a flat sur- 
face (floor turtle) or one which draws on 
a VDU screen (screen turtle), and is of- 
ten used as a teaching aid.) 

turtle graphics /'tsa:t(9)l ,grefiks/ 
plural noun graphic images created using a 
turtle and a series of commands O The 
charts were prepared using turtle graph- 
ics. 

TV / ti: 'vis/ abbr television 

TV-out /,ti: 'vi: aut/ noun a connector on 
a computer or graphics adapter that pro- 
vides a modulated signal that can be dis- 
played on a standard television or recorded 
on a video recorder 

TWAIN /twetn/ noun an application pro- 
gramming interface standard developed by 
Hewlett-Packard, Logitech, Eastman Ko- 
dak, Aldus, and Caere that allows software 
to control image hardware 


tweak /twi:k/ verb to make small adjust- 
ments to a program or hardware to im- 
prove performance 

tweening /‘twi:ntn/ noun (in computer 
graphics) the process of calculating the in- 
termediate images that lead from a starting 
image to a different finished image O Us- 
ing tweening, we can show how a frog 
turns into a princess in five steps. 

24/96 / twenti fo: ,narnti 'stks/ popular 
standard for high-performance digital au- 
dio equipment that provides 24-bit sam- 
ples and a sample rate of 96KHz 

24-bit sample /twenti fo: bit 
‘sarmp(9)I/ noun single sample of an ana- 
logue signal which is stored as three bytes 
(a 24-bit digital number), meaning that 
there are 16,777,216 possible levels. ù 8- 
bit sample, 16-bit sample 
twisted-pair cable /,twistid pea 
'kerb(ə)l/ noun a cable which consists of 
two insulated copper wires twisted around 
each other, to reduce induction and so in- 
terference 


COMMENT: The EIA specifies five levels of ca- 
ble for different purposes. The Category 1 
standard defines an older-style unshielded 
twisted-pair cable that is formed by loosely 
twisting two insulated wires together to reduce 
noise and interference; this type of cable is 
not suitable for data transmission. The Cate- 
gory 2 (part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) 
standard defines a type of unshielded twisted- 
pair cable that can be used to transmit data at 
rates up to 4MHz. The Category 3 (part of the 
EIA/TIA 568 specification) standard defines a 
type of unshielded twisted-pair cable that can 
be used to transmit data at rates up to 10MHz; 
this type of cable is the minimum standard of 
cable required for a 10BaseT network. The 
standard suggests that the cable should have 
three twists per foot of cable. The Category 4 
(part of the EIA/TIA 568 specification) stand- 
ard defines a type of unshielded twisted-pair 
cable that is the minimum standard of cable 
required for data transmission rates up to 
16Mbit/second on a Token Ring network. The 
Category 5 (part of the EIA/TIA 568 specifica- 
tion) standard defines a type of cable that can 
carry data transmitted at up to 100MHz and is 
suitable for FDDI over copper wire, 100BaseT 
or other high-speed networks. 


twisted-pair Ethernet /,twistid peo 
'i1ĝənet/ noun a star-topology network 
that uses twisted-pair cable and transmits 
data at 10 Mbps;. Also called 10BaseT 
two-address instruction /,tu: o'dres 
mn,strakfon/ noun an instruction format 
containing the location of two operands, 
the result being stored in one of the oper- 
and locations 

2D /,tu: 'di:/ object in a graphic image 
that has only the appearance of width and 


two-dimensional 
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height, not depth, so does not look like a 
solid object 

two-dimensional /,tur dar 
'menfən(ə)l/ adjective which has two di- 
mensions, i.e. flat, with no depth 
two-dimensional array /tu: dar 
smen/J(a)nal ə'rer1/ noun an ordered struc- 
ture whose elements are arranged as a ta- 
ble of rows and columns 

two-input adder /,tu: input 'ædə/ ad- 
jective » half adder 

two-level subroutine /,tu: lev(s)l 
'sabru:ti:n/ noun a subroutine containing 
another subroutine 

two-part /tu: pa:t/ noun referring to pa- 
per with a top sheet for the original and a 
second sheet for a copy O two-part invoic- 
es 

two-pass assembler /tu: pais ə 
‘semblo/ noun an assembler which con- 
verts an assembly language program into 
machine code in two passes (NOTE: The 
first pass stores symbolic addresses, the 
second converts them to absolute ad- 
dresses.) 

two-phase commit /,tu: ferz ko'mit/ 
noun (in a database) a function that en- 
sures that each step of a transaction is cor- 
rect and valid before committing the 
changes to the database 
two-plus-one-address instruction 
/tu: plas wan o'dres/, two-plus-one in- 
struction /tu: plas wan/ noun an instruc- 
tion containing locations of two operands 
and an address for the storage of the result 
two’s complement /'tuiz 
ikomplimont/ noun a complement 
formed by adding one to the one’s comple- 
ment of a binary number, often used to 
represent negative binary numbers 

TX abbr transmitter 


type /tarp/ noun 1. printed characters on 
a page O they switched to italic type for the 
heading 2. the definition of the processes 
or sorts of data which a variable in a com- 
puter can contain ™ verb to enter informa- 
tion via a keyboard O I typed in the com- 
mand again, but it still didn’t work. (NOTE: 
types — typing — typed) 

Type 1 /tarp wan/ noun a set of four 
wires arranged as two pairs of solid wires 
surrounded by a braided shield to reduce 
interference 

Type 2 /tarp tu:/ noun a set of twelve 
wires arranged as six pairs of wire, used 
for voice transmission 

Type 3 /taip 'Ori:/ noun a twisted pair of 
wires, used for telephone wire 

Type 5 /tarp 'farv/ noun 100-140 mi- 
cron diameter fibre optic cable 

Type 6 /,tarp 'srx/ noun a set of four sep- 
arate wires arranged as two pairs, with 
each wire made up of strands of fine wire 
Type 8 /tarp ert/ noun a set of four sep- 
arate wires arranged as two pairs, forming 
shielded cable with no twists 

Type cable /tarp 'kerb(9)l/ noun a 
specification for cables defined by IBM 
typeface /'tarp,fers/ noun a set of char- 
acters in a particular design and particular 
weight O Most of this book is set in the 
Times typeface. 

typesetter /'tarp,seta/ noun a machine 
which produces very high-quality text out- 
put using a laser to create an image on pho- 
tosensitive paper, usually at a resolution of 
1275 or 2450 dpi 

type size /tarp sa1z/ noun the size of a 
font, measured in points 

type style /tarp starl/ noun the weight 
and angle of a font, e.g. bold or italic 


U 


UA /,ju: 'e1/ noun (in an X.400 email 
system) software that ensures a mail mes- 
sage has the correct header information 
and then delivers it to the message transfer 
agent which sends the message to its des- 
tination. Full form user agent 

UART /'jura:t/ noun a chip which con- 
verts asynchronous serial bit streams to a 
parallel form or parallel data to a serial bit 
stream. Full form universal asynchro- 
nous receiver/transmitter 

UART controller /‘ju:a:t kon,traulo/ 
noun a circuit that uses a UART to convert 
serial data from a terminal into a parallel 
form, then transmits it over a network 
UBC abbr universal block channel 

UDP /,ju: di: 'pi:/ noun a protocol that is 
part of TCP/IP that is often used in net- 
work management and SNMP applica- 
tions. Full form user datagram protocol 
UHF /,ju: etf 'ef/ noun a range of fre- 
quencies normally used to transmit televi- 
sion signals. Full form ultra high fre- 
quency 

ULA /,ju: el 'e1/ noun a chip containing a 
number of unconnected logic circuits and 
gates which can then be connected by a 
customer to provide a required function. 
Full form uncommitted logic array 
ulaw /'ju:lo:/ noun a method of encoding 
digital sound samples so that an 8-bit word 
can store a 14-bit sound sample 
Ultimedia /,alti'midia/ a trade name for 
a multimedia concept developed by IBM 
that combines sound, video, images and 
text, and defines the hardware required to 
run it 

ultra- /altra/ prefix very large 

Ultra-2 SCSI /,altra 'tu: es si: es ,ai/ 
noun an extension to the SCSI hard disk 
interface that supports either 8-bit data 
transfers at a rate of 40 Mbits/second or 
16-bit data transfers at a rate of 80 
Mbits/second (NOTE: This standard can 
support 15 devices.) 


Ultra ATA /,altra e1 ti: 'e1/ noun a ver- 
sion of the AT Attachment hard disk drive 
interface standard that can support a data 
transfer rate of up to 33 MBps (NOTE: To 
manage this high-speed data transfer 
from the hard disk interface to the rest of 
your PC, it needs to have a high-speed 
version of DMA.) 

ultra high frequency /,altra har 
'frizkwonsi/ noun full form of UHF 
Ultra SCSI /,altra es si: es 'a1/ noun an 
extension to the SCSI hard disk interface 
that supports either 8-bit data transfers at a 
rate of 20 Mbits/second or 16-bit data 
transfers at a rate of 40 Mbits/second 
(NOTE: This standard can support 15 de- 
vices.) 

ultraviolet erasable PROM /altra 
valolot 1,re1zob(9)l 'pi: rom/ noun an 
EPROM whose contents are erased by ex- 
posing to UV light 

ultraviolet light /,altravaralat ‘lart/ 
noun full form of UV light 

UMTS /,ju: em ti: 'es/ noun a third gen- 
eration mobile communication system that 
supports voice data, and video signals to 
the handset. Full form universal mobile 
telecommunications system 
unallowable digit /anə,lauəb(ə)l 
'did3it/ noun an illegal combination of 
bits in a word, according to predefined 
rules 

unarchive /an'‘a:karv/ verb to retrieve a 
computer file from an archive where it has 
been stored (NOTE: unarchives — unar- 
chiving — unarchived) 

unary operation /,ju:nori  ,vpo 
're1f(a)n/ noun a computing operation on 
only one operand, e.g. the logical NOT op- 
eration 

unattended operation /,anotendid 
,Dpa'relf(a)n/ noun an operation that can 
proceed without the need for a person to 
supervise 


unauthorised 
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unauthorised /an's:0oraizd/, unau- 
thorized adjective which has not been au- 
thorised O The use of a password is to pre- 
vent unauthorised access to the data. 
unbundled software /an,band(o)ld 
'spftweə/ noun software which is not in- 
cluded in the price of the equipment 
unclocked /an'klokd/ adjective refer- 
ring to an electronic circuit or flip-flop 
which changes state as soon as an input 
changes, not with a clock signal 
uncommitted logic array 
/,Ankomitid 'Ind3rk ə,re1/ noun full form 
of ULA 

uncommitted storage list 
/,aAnkomitid 'sto:rid3 ,list/ noun a table 
of the areas of memory in a system that are 
free or have not been allocated 
unconditional /,ankan'dif(9)nol/ ad- 
jective which does not depend on any con- 
dition being met 

unconditional branch § /,ankon 
'dıf(ə)nəl = brar:ntf/, | unconditional 
jump /,ankon'dif(a)nol dzamp/, un- 
conditional transfer noun an instruction 
which transfers control from one point in 
the program to another, without depending 
on any condition being met 
uncorrupted /,anko'raptid/ adjective 
referring to a computer file or database 
that is free of errors or viruses 

undelete /‘andii:t/ verb to restore de- 
leted information or a deleted file O Don’t 
worry, this function will undelete your cuts 
to the letter. (NOTE: undeletes — undelet- 
ing — undeleted) 

underflow /‘andoaflau/ noun the result 
of a numerical operation that is too small 
to be represented with the given accuracy 
of a computer 

underline noun a line drawn or printed 
under a piece of text. Also called under- 
score E verb to print or write a line under 
a piece of text (NOTE: underlines — un- 
derlining — underlined) 

underlining /,ando'lamnin/ noun a 
word-processing command which under- 
lines text 

underscore /‘andasko:/ noun, verb 
same as underline (NOTE: underscores 
— underscoring — underscored) 
undetected error /,anditektid 'erə/ 
noun an error which is not detected by a 
coding system 

undo /an'du:/ verb to reverse the previ- 
ous action, normally an editing command 
© You’ve just deleted the paragraph, but 


you can undo it from the option in the Edit 
menu. (NOTE: undoes — undoing — un- 
did) 

unedited /an'editid/ adjective which 
has not been edited 

unformatted /an'fo:metid/ adjective 
1. referring to a text file which contains no 
formatting commands, margins or typo- 
graphical commands O It is impossible to 
copy to an unformatted disk. 2. referring to 
a disk which has not been formatted O The 
cartridge drive provides 12.7Mbyte of un- 


formatted storage. 


unformatted capacity /an,fo:metid 
ko'pesiti/ noun the capacity of a magnet- 
ic disk before it has been formatted 
unformatted disk  /an,fo:metid 
' dısk/ noun a magnetic disk which has 
not been formatted (NOTE: Disks must be 
formatted before use.) 

ungroup /an'gru:p/ verb to convert a 
single complex object back into a series of 
separate objects 

uni- /ju:ni/ prefix one or single 

unicast /'‘ju:nika:st/ noun a transmis- 
sion from a single computing terminal to 
one other terminal 

uniform resource locator 
/,juintform rr'zors lau, keita/ noun full 
form of URL 

uninstall /,anin'sta:l/ verb to remove a 
piece of software from a computer 
uninterruptible power supply 
/,Anintoraptib(a)l 'pavua sa,plai/ noun 
full form of UPS 

union /'ju:njən/ noun a logical function 
which produces a true output if any input 
is true 

unipolar /,ju:ni'poulo/ adjective 1. (re- 
ferring to a transistor) which can act as a 
variable current flow control (NOTE: An 
external signal varies the resistance of 
the device.) 2. referring to a transmission 
system in which a positive voltage pulse 
and zero volts represents the binary bits 1 
and 0 

unipolar signal /ju:nt,poula 'sıgn(ə)l/ 
noun a signal that uses only positive volt- 
age levels 

unique identifier = /ju:nitk ar 
‘dentifaro/ noun a set of characters used 
to distinguish between different resources 
in a multimedia book 

unit /‘jurnit/ noun 1. the smallest ele- 
ment 2. a single machine, possibly with 
many different parts 
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unit buffer /‘ju:nit ,bafo/ noun a buffer 
which is one character long (NOTE: Usual- 
ly used to mean that there are no buffer- 
ing facilities) 

unit record /‘ju:nit ,reko:d/ noun a 
single record of information 

universal /,ju:nt'v3:s(9)l/ adjective 
which applies everywhere or which can be 
used everywhere or used for a number of 
tasks 

universal asynchronous receiv- 
er/transmitter / juznıvs:səl 
,eisinkranas ri,sizva trænz'mıtə/ noun 
full form of UART 

universal block channel 
/ jumiv3:s(9)l 'blok ,tfeen(a)l/ noun a 
communications channel allowing high 
speed transfer of blocks of data to and 
from high speed peripherals. Abbr UBC 
universal device /,ju:ntva:s(a)l dı 
'vais/ noun 1. same as UART 2. same as 
USRT 3. same as USART 

universal mobile telecommunica- 
tions system /,ju:ntv3:s(o)I ,moubarl 
itelikomju:ni'kerf(9)nz ,ststom/ noun 
full form of UMTS 

universal product code 
/,jumiv3:s(9)l 'prodakt ,kaud/ noun a 
standard printed bar coding system used to 
identify products in a shop using a bar 
code reader or at a EPOS. Abbr UPC 
universal programming 
/,jumiv3:s(9)l 'prougreemin/ noun the 
writing of a program which is not specific 
to one machine, so that it can run on sever- 
al machines 

universal resource locator 
/,jumivs:s(9)l ri'zors lau,keits/ noun 
full form of URL 

universal serial bus /,ju:ntvs:s(o)l 
'srəriəl ,bas/ noun full form of USB 
universal set /,jumr'v3:s(o)l set/ 
noun a complete set of elements which 
conform to a set of rules O The universal 
set of prime numbers less than 10 and 
greater than 2 is 3,5,7. 

universal synchronous asynchro- 
nous receiver/transmitter 
/ jumivs3isal ,sinkronos ,ersinkronas ri 
)Sirvo treenz'mitd/ noun full form of US- 
ART 

universal synchronous receiv- 
er/transmitter /,jumivais(a)l 
sinkrones ri,sizva træns'mıtə/ noun 
full form of USRT 

UNIX /'jurntks/ noun a popular multius- 
er, multitasking operating system devel- 


oped by AT&T Bell Laboratories to run on 
almost any computer, from PCs to mini- 
computers and large mainframes 


‘Hampshire fire brigade is investing £2 million in a 
command and control system based on the new Se- 
riesFT fault-tolerant Unix machine from Motorola.’ 
[Computing] 


UNIX-to-UNIX copy /,ju:niks tə 
jumiks 'kppi/ noun a software utility 
that helps make it easier for a user to copy 
data from one computer running UNIX via 
a serial link to another computer running 
UNIX. Abbr UUCP 


unjustified /an'd3astifatd/ adjective 
referring to text which has not been justi- 
fied 

unjustified tape /an'd3asti,faid terp/ 
noun a tape containing unformatted text, 
which cannot be printed until formatting 
data such as justification, line width and 
page size has been added by a computer 
unlock /an'lok/ verb to make it possible 
for other users to write to a file or access a 
system 

unmoderated list /an,modorertid 
'‘list/ noun a mailing list that sends any 
material submitted to the listserv on to all 
the subscribers without a person reading or 
checking the content 

unmodified instruction = /an 
smodifaid in'strakfon/ noun a program 
instruction which is directly processed 
without modification to obtain the opera- 
tion to be performed 


unmodulated /an'mpdjulertid/ adjec- 
tive referring to a signal which has not 
been modulated 


unmount /an'maunt/ verb 1. to remove 
a disk from a disk drive 2. to inform the 
operating system that a disk drive is no 
longer in active use 

unpack /an'pzk/ verb to remove packed 
data from storage and expand it to its 
former state O This routine unpacks the ar- 
chived file. 


unplug /an'plag/ verb to take a plug out 
of a socket O Do not move the system with- 
out unplugging it. (NOTE: unplugging — 
unplugged) 

unpopulated /an'ppopjoulertid/ adjec- 
tive referring to a printed circuit board 
which does not yet contain any compo- 
nents or whose sockets are empty 
unprotected /,anpra'tektid/ adjective 
referring to data which can be modified 
and is not protected by a security measure 


unprotected field 
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unprotected field = /,anpra'tektid 
fi:l?d/ noun a section of a computer dis- 
play that a user can modify 
unrecoverable error /antt 
,kavorab(a)l 'era/ noun a computer hard- 
ware or software error which causes a pro- 
gram to crash 

unshielded twisted-pair cable 
/,Anfi:ldid ,twistid 'pea ,kerb(9)I/ noun 
full form of UTP cable 

unsigned /an'saind/ adjective referring 
to a number system which does not repre- 
sent negative numbers 

unsolicited mail /,ansa'lisitrd metl/ 
noun an advertising email message that 
has not been requested. ù Spam (NOTE: Do 
not send out unsolicited mail to unknown 
email addresses unless you want to an- 
noy the recipients and damage your 
company’s reputation) 

unsorted /an'so:tid/ adjective referring 
to data which has not been sorted O Jt took 
four times as long to search the unsorted 
file. 

unsubscribe /,ansob'skratb/ verb to 
cancel a subscription to or registration 
with something, especially an email mail- 
ing list (NOTE: unsubscribes — unsub- 
scribing — unsubscribed) 


‘All commercial messages will have to include full 
details of the sender’s name and physical address, as 
well as an unsubscribe option allowing recipients to 
stop any further messages.’ [The Guardian] 


unsupported /,anso'po:tid/ adjective 
having no technical support system 
unzip /an'zıp/ verb to restore a com- 
pressed computer file to its original size 
(NOTE: unzipping — unzipped) 

up /ap/ adverb referring to a computer or 
program that is working or running O They 
must have found the fault — the computer is 
finally up and running. 

UPC abbr universal product code 

up conversion /ap_ kon'v3:f(a)n/ 
noun same as scan conversion 

update noun /'apdeit/ 1. a master file 
which has been made up -to date by adding 
new material 2. a piece of printed informa- 
tion which is an up-to-date revision of ear- 
lier information 3. a new version of a sys- 
tem which is sent to users of the existing 
system ml verb /ap'deit/ to change or add 
to specific data in a master file so as to 
make the information up -to date O He has 
the original and updated documents on 
disks. (NOTE: updates — updating — up- 
dated) 


update file /ap'dert farl/ noun a file 
containing recent changes or transactions 
to records which is used to update the mas- 
ter file. Also called detail file, transac- 
tion file 

up/down counter /ap 'daun ,kaunto/ 
noun an electronic counter which can in- 
crement or decrement a counter with each 
input pulse 

upgrade /ap'greid/ verb to make a sys- 
tem more powerful or more up -to date by 
adding new equipment or facilities O They 
can upgrade the printer. (NOTE: upgrades 
— upgrading — upgraded) 

upkeep /‘apki:p/ noun the process of 
keeping data up-to-date O The upkeep of 
the files means reviewing them every six 
months. 

uplink /‘aplink/ noun a transmission 
link from an earth station to a satellite 
upload /'ap,loud/ verb 1. to transfer data 
files or programs from a small computer to 
a main CPU O The user can upload PC 
data to update mainframe applications. 2. 
to transfer a file from one computer to a 
BBS or host computer O The image can be 
manipulated before it is uploaded to the 
host computer. » opposite download 
uppercase /,Apo'keis/ noun the style of 
capital letters and other symbols on a key- 
board which are accessed by pressing the 
shift key 

upper memory /,apo 'mem(a)ri/ noun 
(in an IBM PC) 384 Kb of memory located 
between the 640 Kb and 1 Mb limits, after 
the 640 Kb conventional memory but be- 
fore the high memory areas above the 1 
Mb range 

UPS /,ju: pi: 'es/ noun a power supply 
which can continue to provide a regulated 
supply to equipment even after a mains 
power failure, using a battery. Full form 
uninterruptible power supply 


‘Magnum Power Systems has launched a new UPS 
for PCs. The BI-UPS prevents loss of data due to 
power dips or ‘brown-outs’ — voltage drops because 
of circuit overload.’ [Computing] 


uptime, up time noun the time during 
which a device is operational and error- 
free. Opposite downtime 

upward compatible, upwards com- 
patible adjective referring to hardware or 
software designed to be compatible either 
with earlier models or with future models 
which have not yet been developed 

URL /,ju: a: 'el/ noun an Internet system 
used to standardise the way in which 
World Wide Web addresses are written; 
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made up of three parts: the first is the pro- 
tocol (such as HTTP or FTP), then the do- 
main name of the service and finally the 
directory or file name O The URL of the 
Bloomsbury Publishing home page is ‘ht- 
tp://www.bloomsbury.com’. Full form uni- 
form resource locator 
COMMENT: It is made up of three parts: the first 
is the protocol, e.g. HTTP or FTP, then the do- 
main name of the service and finally the direc- 
tory or file name — ‘http://www.bloomsbury. 
com/index.html’ 
usability /,ju:zo'biliti/ noun the ease 
with which hardware or software can be 
used O We have studied usability tests and 
found that a GUI is easier for new users 
than a command line. 


USART /'ju:za:t/ noun a chip which can 
be instructed by a CPU to communicate 
with asynchronous or synchronous bit 
streams or parallel data lines. Full form 
universal synchronous asynchronous 
receiver-transmitter 


USASCII /,ju: es 'æski:/ abbr USA 
standard code for information interchange. 
» ASCII 


USB /, ju: es 'bi:/ noun a standard defin- 
ing a high-speed serial interface that trans- 
fers data at up to 12Mbps and allows up to 
127 compatible peripherals to be connect- 
ed to a computer. Full form universal se- 
rial bus. ù Firewire 


Usenet /'ju:z,net/ noun a section of the 
Internet that provides forums, called news- 
groups, in which any user can add a mes- 
sage or comment on any other message 


user /'ju:zə/ noun 1. a person who uses 
a computer, machine or software 2. a key- 
board operator 

“...the user’s guides are designed for people who 

have never seen a computer, but some sections have 

been spoiled by careless checking’ [PC User] 
user account /'ju:zo 9,kaunt/ noun (in 
a network or multiuser system) a record 
which identifies a user, contains his or her 
password and holds his or her rights to use 
resources O I have a new user account on 
this LAN but I cannot remember my pass- 
word. 


user agent /'ju:za ,erd3zant/ noun full 
form of UA 

user area /'ju:za ,earia/ noun a part of 
memory which is available for the user, 
and does not contain the operating system 
user datagram protocol /,ju:zo 
'dertəgræm ,prautokol/ noun full form 
of UDP 


user-definable /‘ju:zo d1,famab(a)l/ 
adjective referring to a feature or section 
of a program that a user can customise as 
required O The style sheet contains 125 
user-definable symbols. 


user-defined character /,ju:zo dı 
faind 'keerikto/ plural noun a character 
which is created by the user and added to 
the standard character set 


user documentation /,ju:zo ,dokju 
men'terf(a)n/ noun documentation pro- 
vided with a program which helps the user 
run it O Using the package was easy with 
the excellent user documentation. 


user-friendly /,ju:zo ‘frendli/ adjec- 
tive referring to a language, system or pro- 
gram which is easy to use and interact with 
“ModelMaker saves researchers a great deal of time 
and effort, and provides a highly user-friendly envi- 
ronment using menus and ‘buttons’, instant output, 
and instant access to a wide variety of mathematical 
techniques built into the system.’ [Computing] 
user-friendly software  /,ju:zo 
‚frendli 'softweə/ noun a program which 
is easy for a nonexpert to use and interact 
with 
user group /'ju:zo gru:ip/ noun an as- 
sociation or club of users of a particular 
system or computer O IJ found how to solve 
the problem by asking people at the user 
group meeting. 
user guide /'ju:zə gard/ noun a manual 
describing how to use a software package 
or system 


user ID /ju:zə at 'di:/ noun a unique 
identification code which allows a compu- 
ter to recognise a user O If you forget your 
user ID, you will not be able to log on. 


user interface /'ju:zə ,intofers/ noun 
hardware or software designed to make it 
easier for a user to communicate with a 
machine 


user level /'ju:zə ,lev(a)I/ noun (in au- 
thoring software) one of two modes that 
allows a user to run and interact with a 
multimedia application but not to modify 
it in any way 

user name /'ju:zo nerm/ noun (in a 
network or multi-user system) a name by 
which a user is known to the system and 
which opens the correct user account 


user-operated language /,ju:zo 
\Dporeitid 'lengwid3/ noun a high-level 
programming language which allows cer- 
tain problems or procedures to be easily 
expressed 


user port 
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user port /‘ju:za po:t/ noun a socket 
which allows peripherals to be connected 
to a computer 

user program /‘ju:zo ,prougrem/ 
noun a program written by a user, often in 
a high-level language 

user-selectable /,ju:zo si'lektob(o)I/ 
adjective which can be chosen or selected 
by the user 

user’s manual /'ju:zoz ,mænjuəl/ 
noun a booklet showing how a device or 
system should be used 

user’s program /‘ju:zoz ,prougrem/ 
noun a computer software written by a 
user rather than a manufacturer 

USRT /,ju: es a: 'ti:/ noun a single inte- 
grated circuit which can carry out all the 
serial to parallel and interfacing operations 
required between a computer and trans- 
mission line. Full form universal syn- 
chronous receiver/transmitter 

utility program /ju:'tiliti ,proaugreem/ 
noun a program which is concerned with 


such routine activities as file searching, 
copying files, file directories, sorting and 
debugging and various mathematical func- 
tions 


UTP cable / ju: ti: ‘pi: ,kerb(o)l/ noun 
a cable consisting of two insulated copper 
wires twisted around each other, to reduce 
induction and so interference. Full form 
unshielded twisted-pair cable 
COMMENT: UTP is normally used for telephone 
cabling, but is also the cabling used in the 
IEEE 802.3 (10BaseT) standard that defines 
Ethernet running over UTP at rates of up to 10 
Mbits per second. Unlike STP cable, the pair 
of wires are not wrapped in any other layer. 


UUCP abbr Unix-to-Unix copy 


Uuencoding /,ju: ju: m'koudin/ noun 
a method of converting documents and 
files to a pseudo-text format that allows 
them to be transmitted as an email mes- 
sage 

COMMENT: This gets around the Internet’s ina- 


bility to transfer messages that are not text. It 
has now been largely replaced by MIME. 


V 


V abbr voltage 

V20 noun a range of processor chips 
made by NEC, which are compatible with 
the Intel 8088 and 8086. Also called V30 
V.21 noun an outdated full duplex com- 
munications standard at 300 baud (NOTE: 
In the USA, the Bell 103 standard was 
used instead.) 

V.22 noun a half-duplex communication 
standard at 1,200 bps (NOTE: In the USA, 
the Bell 212A standard was more com- 
monly used.) 

V.22bis noun a full-duplex modem com- 
munication standard transferring data at 
up to 2,400 bps 

V.29 noun a half-duplex modem commu- 
nication standard transferring data at up to 
9,600 bps (NOTE: This standard is gener- 
ally used by fax modems.) 


V30 noun» V20 


V.32 noun a full-duplex modem commu- 
nication standard that can transfer data at 
up to 9,600 bps but can also automatically 
adjust its speed based on the quality of the 
telephone line, in order to avoid errors 


V.32bis noun a protocol similar to the 
V.32 protocol but able to transfer data at 
rates up to 14,400 bps. 


V.42 noun an error-detection system that 
can be used to reduce errors due to poor 
telephone line quality. ) MNP 


V.42bis noun a data compression system 
that increases the data transfer rate up to 
34,000 bps 

V.90 noun a full-duplex modem data 
communication standard at up to 56,600 
bps 
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vaccine /'væksi:n/ noun a software util- 
ity used to check a system to see if any vi- 
ruses are present, and remove any that are 
found 
valid /'velid/ adjective correct, accord- 
ing to a set of rules 
validate /'veli,dert/ verb to check that 
an input or data is correct according to a 
set of rules (NOTE: validates — validating 
— validated) 
validation /,vzli'derf(o)n/ noun a 
check performed to validate data. ù verifi- 
cation 
validity /va'liditi/ noun the correctness 
of an instruction or password 
validity check /va'lidoti tfek/ noun a 
check that data or results are realistic 
valid memory address /,velid 
'mem(9)ri 9,dres/ noun a signal on a con- 
trol bus indicating that an address is avail- 
able on the address bus 
value /'vzlju:/ noun what something is 
worth, either in money or as a quantity 
value-added /,vzelju: 'ædıd/ adjective 
(with extra benefit for a user 
value-added network /,veelju: ,zedid 
‘netw3:k/ noun a commercial network 
which offers information services, e.g. 
stock prices, weather, email or advice, as 
well as basic file transfer. Abbr VAN 
value-added reseller /,velju: ædıd 
'ri:xselə/ noun a company that buys hard- 
ware or software and adds another feature, 
customises or offers an extra service to at- 
tract customers. Abbr VAR 
VAN /veen/ abbr value-added network 
V & V/,vi: and 'vi:/ noun the process of 
testing a system to check that it is func- 
tioning correctly and that it is suitable for 
the tasks intended. Full form verification 
and validation 
vanishing point perspective 
/'‘veentfIn point po,spektiv/ noun graph- 
ics displayed in two dimensions that have 
the appearance of depth as all lines con- 
verge at a vanishing point and objects ap- 
pear smaller as they are further from the 
user 
vapourware /'veipowed/ noun prod- 
ucts which exist in name only (informa!) 
‘Rivals dismissed the initiative as IBM vapourware, 
designed to protect its installed base of machines 
running under widely differing operating systems.’ 
[Computing] 
VAR abbr value-added reseller 
variable /'veəriəb(ə)l/ adjective which 
is able to change WE noun a register or stor- 


age location which can contain any 
number or characters and which may vary 
during the program run. Opposite con- 
stant 

variable data /,veoriob(9)l 'dertə/ 
noun data which can be modified, and is 
not write protected 

variable data rate video 
/veəriob(ə)l ,detta rert 'vıdiəu/ noun 
full form of VDRV 

variable data type /,veəriəb(ə)l 
'dertə ,tarp/ noun a variable that can con- 
tain any sort of data, e.g. numerical or text 
variable format /,vesriab(a)! 'fo:met/ 
noun a changing method of arranging data 
or text within an area 

variable length record /,veəriəb(ə)l 
lenO 'reko:d/ noun a record which can be 
of any length 

variable name /'veəriəb(ə)l nerm/ 
noun a word used to identify a variable in 
a program 

variable word length computer 
/,veorisb(a)l waid len® kom'pju:ta/ 
noun a computer in which the number of 
bits which make up a word is variable, and 
varies according to the type of data 

VB abbr Visual Basic 

VBA abbr Visual Basic for Applications 
Vbox /'vi:boks/ noun a device that al- 
lows several VCRs, videodiscs and cam- 
corders to be attached and controlled by 
one unit, developed by Sony. Full form 
video box 

VBScript /vi: 'bi: ,skript/ abbr Visual 
Basic Script. Compare JavaScript 

VBX abbr Visual Basic Extension (NOTE: 
Originally developed as a way of adding 
extra programming features to the Micro- 
soft VB programming language, it is now 
a standard that can be used by many 
Windows programming tools; a VBX can 
be used in 16-bit or 32-bit Windows (ver- 
sions 3.x or 95) whereas an OCX control 
will only work with 32-bit Windows (ver- 
sion 95 and later).) 

VCR / vi: si: 'a:/ noun a machine that can 
record analog video signals onto a magnet- 
ic cassette tape and play back the tape to 
display video on a monitor. Full form vid- 
eo cassette recorder 


COMMENT: The most popular formats are: 1- 
inch tape, used for studio-quality mastering; 
3/4-inch tape, which was widely used but has 
now been mostly replaced by 1/2-inch tape; 
1/2-inch VHS format tape, which was first 
used only in the home but has now mostly re- 
placed 3/4-inch tape; 1/2-inch Beta format 
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tape, which was the first home VCR format 

but is no longer used. Some VCRs can be 

used to store digital data for data backup. 
VDRV /,vi: di: a: 'vi:/ noun a digital vid- 
eo system that can adjust the amount of 
data used to represent each different frame 
and so adjust image quality or stay within 
bandwidth limits. Full form variable data 
rate video 


VDU / vi: di: 'ju:/ noun a terminal with a 
screen and a keyboard, on which text or 
graphics can be viewed and information 
entered. Full form visual display unit 


vector /'vekta/ noun 1. the address 
which directs a computer to anew memory 
location 2. a coordinate that consists of a 
magnitude and direction 


vectored interrupt /\vektad 
‘intorapt/ noun an interrupt signal which 
directs the processor to a routine at a par- 
ticular address 


vector font /'vektə font/ noun the 
shape of characters within a font that are 
drawn vector graphics, allowing the char- 
acters to be scaled to almost any size with- 
out changing the quality 

vector graphics /'vektə ,grefiks/, 
vector image noun a system of drawing 
objects using curves and lines. Also called 
vector scan 


COMMENT: The images are described by line 
length and direction from an origin to plot lines 
and so build up an image rather than a de- 
scription of each pixel, as in a bitmap. A vector 
image can be easily and accurately resized 
with no loss of detail. 
vector processor /'vekta ,prauseso/ 
noun a coprocessor that operates on one 
row or column of an array at a time 
Veitch diagram /'vaitf ,dartogrem/ 
noun a graphical representation of a truth 
table 
vendor /'vends/ noun a person who 
manufactures, sells or supplies hardware 
or software products 


vendor-independent /,vendo ındır 
‘pendont/ adjective referring to hardware 
or software that will work with hardware 
and software manufactured by other ven- 
dors 

vendor-independent messaging 
/,vendo ,indipendent 'mesid31m/ noun 
full form of VIM 

Venn diagram /'ven ,datagrzeem/ noun 
a graphical representation of the relation- 
ships between the states in a system or cir- 
cuit 


verification /,verifi1'ke1f(9)n/ noun the 
process of checking that data has been 
keyboarded correctly or that data trans- 
ferred from one medium to another has 
been transferred correctly 

verification and validation 
/,verifikerf(o)n on ,vælr'derf(o)n/ noun 
full form of V & V 

verifier /‘vertfata/ noun a special device 
for verifying input data 

verify /‘vert,fat/ verb to check that data 
recorded or entered is correct (NOTE: veri- 
fies — verifying — verifies) 

Veronica /va'roniko/ a tool that works 
with Gopher to help a user find informa- 
tion or files on the World Wide Web 
version /'v3:f(a)n/ noun a copy or pro- 
gram or statement which is slightly differ- 
ent from others O The latest version of the 
software includes an improved graphics 
routine. 

version control /'v3:f(a)n kon,travl/ 
noun a utility software that allows several 
programmers to work on a source file and 
monitors the changes that have been made 
by each programmer 

version number /'v3:f(9)n ,nambo/ 
noun the number of the version of a prod- 
uct 

vertex /'vs:teks/ noun a point in space 
defined by the three coordinates x, y and z 
vertical /'vs:tık(ə)l/ adjective at right 
angles to the horizontal 

vertical application /,v3:t1k(9)l ,epli 
'kerf(ə)n/ noun application software that 
has been designed for a specific use, rather 
than for general use O Your new software 
to manage a florist’s is a good vertical ap- 
plication. 

vertical axis /,v3:tik(o)l 'eksis/ noun 
a reference line used for vertical coordi- 
nates on a graph 

vertical blanking interval 
/,vaitik(a)l 'blankin ,inteval/ noun » 
raster 

vertical format unit /,va:trk(0)l 
‘formeet ,jurmit/ noun a part of the control 
system of a printer which governs the ver- 
tical format of the document to be printed, 
e.g. vertical spacing or page length. Abbr 
VFU 

vertical interval time code 
/,vaitik(a)l rntəv(ə)l 'tarm ,kaud/ noun 
full form of VITC 

vertical justification /,vs:tık(ə)l 
idgzastifi'kerf(a)n/ noun the adjustment 
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of the spacing between lines of text to fit a 
section of text into a page 

vertically /'vs:tıkli/ adverb from top to 
bottom or going up and down at right an- 
gles to the horizontal O The page has been 
justified vertically. 

vertical parity check /,vs:tik(o)l 
‘peeriti ,tfek/ noun an error detection test 
in which the bits of a word are added and 
compared with a correct total 

vertical portal /,vs:tik(o)l 'po:t(o)l/ 
noun full form of VORTAL 

vertical redundancy check 
/,vaitik(9)l ri'dandonsi ,tfek/ noun full 
form of VRC 

vertical scan frequency /,v3s:tık(ə)l 
‘skeen ,frizkwonsi/ noun the number of 
times a picture beam in a monitor moves 
from the last line back up to the first 
vertical scrolling /vartik(a)l 
‘skroulin/ noun displayed text which 
moves up or down the computer screen 
one line at a time 

vertical sync signal /,vs:tık(ə)l 'sıyk 
,stgn(9)l/ noun (in a video signal) a signal 
which indicates the end of the last trace at 
the bottom of the display 

vertical tab /,vs:tik(9)l 'teeb/ noun the 
number of lines that should be skipped be- 
fore printing starts again 

very large scale integration /,veri 
la:rd3 skel ,mtr'grertf(9)n/ noun full 
form of VLSI 

VESA abbr Video Electronics Standards 
Association 

VESA local bus /,vi: i: es e1 'lauk(a)l 
bas/ noun full form of VL-bus 
vestigial side band /ves ,tidgial 'sard 
,beend/ noun full form of VSB 

V format /vi: 'fo:met/ noun data organ- 
isation, in which variable length records 
are stored with a header which contains 
their length 

VFU abbr vertical format unit 

VFW abbr Video for Windows 

VGA /,vi: d3i: 'e1/ noun (in an IBM PC) 
a standard of video adapter developed by 
IBM that can support a display with a res- 
olution up to 640 x 480 pixels in up to 256 
colours, superseded by SVGA 

VGA feature connector /,vi: d3i: e1 
'fi:zt fə ko,nekto/ noun a 26-pin edge con- 
nector or port of a VGA display adapter, 
usually at the top edge, that allows another 
device to access its palette information and 
clock signals 


via /'varə/ preposition going through 
something or using something to get to a 
destination O The signals have reached us 
via satellite. 

VidCap /'vidkzp/ noun a utility pro- 
gram used in the Microsoft VFW system 
to capture a video sequence 

video /'vidiau/ noun text or images or 
graphics viewed on television or a monitor 
video adapter /'vidisu ə,dæptə/ noun 
an add-in board which converts data into 
electrical signals to drive a monitor and 
display text and graphics. Also called vid- 
eo board, video controller 

video bandwidth /,vidiou 
‘beendwid@/ noun the maximum display 
resolution, measured in MHz, and calcu- 
lated by horizontal x vertical resolution x 
refreshes/sec (NOTE: TV studio recording 
is limited to 5 MHz; TV broadcasting is 
limited to 3.58 MHz) 

video board /'vidiau bo:d/ noun same 
as video adapter 

video buffer /'vidiob ,bafa/ noun 
memory in a video adapter that is used to 
store the bitmap of the image being dis- 
played 

video capture board § /,vidiou 
'kæptfə ,bord/ noun a board that plugs 
into an expansion socket inside a PC and 
lets a user capture a TV picture and store it 
in memory so that it can then be processed 
by a computer 

video cassette recorder /,vidisu kə 
'set r1,ko:da/ noun full form of VCR 
video-CD /,vidiau ,si: 'di:/ noun a CD- 
ROM that stores digital video data con- 
forming to the Philips White Book stand- 
ard and uses MPEG compression for the 
full-motion video data 

video clip noun a short video sequence 
video codec /,vidiou 'koudek/ noun 
an electronic device to convert a video sig- 
nal to or from a digital form 

video compression /,vidiou kom 
‘pref(a)n/ noun algorithms used to com- 
press analog television signals so that they 
can be efficiently broadcast over a digital 
channel 

video conferencing /'vıdiəu 
i“konf(9)ransin/ noun the linking of vid- 
eo, audio and computer signals from dif- 
ferent locations so that distant people can 
talk and see each other, as if in a confer- 
ence room 

video controller /,vidiou kon'traulo/ 
noun same as video adapter 


video digitiser 
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video digitiser /,vidiou ‘did3itaizo/ 
noun a high-speed digital sampling circuit 
which stores a TV picture in memory so 
that it can then be processed by a computer 
videodisc /‘vidiaudisk/ noun a read- 
only optical disc that can store up to two 
hours of video data, usually used either to 
store a complete film, as a rival to video 
cassette, or to use in an interactive system 
with text, video and still images (NOTE: 
For interactive use, a videodisc can store 
54,000 frames of information. If the vide- 
odisc contains a complete film, the data 
is recorded using a constant linear veloc- 
ity format; if it is used to store interactive 
data, it is stored in a constant angular ve- 
locity format.) 

video display /'vidiau dı,sple1/ noun a 
device which can display text or graphical 
information, e.g. a CRT 

video editing /,vidiou 'editim/ noun a 
method of editing a video sequence in 
which the video is digitised and stored in a 
computer 

video editor /'vidisu ,edito/ noun a 
computer that controls two videotape re- 
corders to allow an operator to play back 
sequences from one and record these on 
the second machine 

Video Electronics Standards As- 
sociation /,vidiov — elek,troniks 
'steendodz ə,səusierf(ə)n/ noun full 
form of VESA 

Video for Windows /,vidisvu fə 
‘windauz/ a trade name for a set of soft- 
ware drivers and utilities for Microsoft 
Windows 3.1, developed by Microsoft, 
that allows AVI-format video files to be 
played back in a window. Abbr VFW 
video game /'vıdiou germ/ noun a 
game played on a computer, with action 
shown on a video display 

video graphics array /,vidisu 
'greefiks 9,re1/ noun (in an IBM PC) a 
standard of video adapter developed by 
IBM that can support a display with a res- 
olution up to 640 x 480 pixels in up to 256 
colours, superseded by SVGA. Abbr VGA 
video graphics card /vidisu 
'greefiks ,ka:d/ noun an expansion card 
that fits into an expansion slot inside a PC 
and that allows a computer to display both 
generated text and graphics and moving 
video images from an external camera or 
VCR. Also called overlay card 

video interface chip  /,vidisu 
‘ntofers ,tfıp/ noun a chip which con- 


trols a video display allowing information 
such as text or graphics stored in a compu- 
ter to be displayed 
video lookup table /,vidisu 'lukap 
,terb(a)I/ noun a collection of precalculat- 
ed values of the different colours that are 
stored in memory and can be examined 
very quickly to produce an answer without 
the need to recalculate 
video memory /,vidisu 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun a high speed random access memory 
used to store computer-generated or digi- 
tised images 
video monitor /‘vidisu ,mpnito/ noun 
a device able to display, without sound, 
signals from a computer 
video random access memory 
/,vidisu jrendom ,ekses 'mem(a)ri/, 
video RAM /,vidisu 'rem/ noun full 
form of VRAM. same as video memory 
video scanner /'vidiou ,skænə/ noun 
a device which allows images of objects or 
pictures to be entered into a computer O 
New video scanners are designed to scan 
three-dimensional objects. 
video server /'vidiau ,s3:va/ noun a 
dedicated computer on a network used to 
store video sequences 
video signal /‘vidiou ,stgn(a)l/ noun a 
signal which provides line picture infor- 
mation and synchronisation pulses 
(informal) 
video system control architecture 
/,vidiov ,;sistom kon'traul ,arkitektfoa/ 
noun full form of ViSCA 
video tape recorder /,vidisu 'terp ri 
i|korda/ noun full form of VTR 
video teleconferencing /,vıdiəu 
'teli,konf(9)ransin/ noun the linking of 
computers that can capture and display 
video so that distant people can talk to and 
see each other, as if in a conference room 
video terminal /'vidisu ,ts:min(o)l/ 
noun a keyboard with a monitor 
videotext /'vidisutekst/, videotex 
/'vidiauteks/ noun a system for transmit- 
ting text and displaying it on a screen 
COMMENT: This covers information transmitted 


either by TV signals (teletext) or by signals 
sent down telephone lines (viewdata). 


video window /'vidisu ,windau/ noun 
a window that displays a moving video im- 
age, independent of other displayed mate- 
rial 

view /vju:/ verb to look at something, es- 
pecially something displayed on a screen 
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O The user has to pay a charge for viewing 
pages on a bulletin board. 

viewdata /'vju:derta/ noun an interac- 
tive system for transmitting text or graph- 
ics from a database to a user’s terminal by 
telephone lines, providing facilities for in- 
formation retrieval, transactions, educa- 
tion, games and recreation 


COMMENT: The user calls up the page of infor- 
mation required, using the telephone and a 
modem, as opposed to teletext, where the 
pages of information are repeated one after 
the other automatically. 


viewer /'vju:ə/ noun a utility that allows 
a user to see what is contained in an image 
or formatted document file without having 
to start the program that created it 

VIM /vim/ noun a set of standards devel- 
oped by IBM, Borland, Novell and Apple 
that provides a way of sending email mes- 
sages between applications. Full form 
vendor-independent messaging. 
Compare MAPI 

viral /‘vatral/ adjective referring to unso- 
licited emails that automatically forward 
themselves from one user to another, or to 
activities that use such emails 

viral marketing /'varrəl ,ma:kıtıy/ 
noun a form of marketing in which an or- 
ganisation’s customers act as advertisers 
for its products by spreading knowledge of 
them to other people, especially over the 
Internet 

virgin /'‘v3:d31m/ adjective referring to a 
medium that has not been recorded on be- 
fore 

virtual /'v3:tfual/ adjective referring to 
a feature or device which does not actually 
exist but which is simulated by a computer 
and can be used by a user as if it did exist 
virtual address /,va:tfuol o'dres/ 
noun an address referring to virtual mem- 
ory 

virtual assistant /,va:tfuol ə 
‘stst(a)nt/ noun an employee who works 
as a personal assistant to somebody but 
does the job from another place solely by 
using computer and phone links 

virtual circuit /,v3:tfuol 'ssrkit/ noun 
a link established between a source and 
sink in a packet-switching network for the 
duration of the call 

virtual community /,vs:tfuol kə 
'mju:nıti/ noun a group of people who 
communicate with each other via the Inter- 
net 

virtual desktop /,va:tfual 'desktpp/ 
noun an area that is bigger than the physi- 


cal limits of the monitor, and which can 
contain text, images, windows and other 
facilities. Also called virtual screen 
virtual disk /,va:tfuol 'disk/ noun a 
section of RAM used with a short control- 
ling program as if it were a fast disk stor- 
age system 

virtual image /,v3:tfuəl 'tm1d3/ noun 
a complete image stored in memory rather 
than the part of it that is displayed 
virtual machine /,vs:tfuol mə'fi:n/ 
nouna piece of software that allows a Java 
application to run on a computer. Abbr VM 


COMMENT: When a developer writes a pro- 
gram in Java, it is compiled to a file format 
called bytecode (or pseudocode). This file can 
then be run using another application (the vir- 
tual machine) that is specific to the particular 
computer platform — there are virtual machine 
applications for PCs, Apple Macs and Sun 
computers, and each can run the same Java 
bytecode file, making Java a platform-inde- 
pendent language. 


virtual memory /,v3:tfual 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun a system of providing extra main 
memory by using a disk drive as if it were 
RAM. Also called virtual storage 
virtual memory stack /,va:tJual 
'mem(ə)ri ,steek/ noun a temporary store 
for pages in a virtual memory system 
virtual reality /,vs:tfual ri'eliti/ noun 
full form of VR O This new virtual reality 
software can create a three-dimensional 
room that you can navigate around. 


‘Autodesk suggests that anyone wishing to build 
Virtual Reality applications with the Cyberspace De- 
veloper’s Kit should have solid knowledge of pro- 
gramming in C++ along with general knowledge of 
computer graphics.’ [Computing] 
virtual reality modelling language 
/,vaitfual ri,eliti 'mod(a)lin 
jlangwid3/ noun full form of VRML 
virtual screen /,v3:tJuol 'skri:n/ noun 
same as virtual desktop 
virtual storage /,va:tJual 'sto:r1d3/ 
noun abbr VS. same as virtual memory 
virtual terminal /,vartfual 
'tsımın(ə)l/ noun a set of ideal terminal 
specifications used as a model by a real 
terminal 
virus /'vatras/ noun a program which 
adds itself to an executable file and copies 
itself to other executable files each time an 
infected file is run O Zf your PC is infected 
with a virus, your data is at risk. 


COMMENT: Viruses can corrupt data, display a 
message or do nothing. They are spread by 
downloading unchecked files from a bulletin 
board system or via unregulated networks or 
by inserting an unchecked floppy disk into 
your PC — always use a virus detector. 


virus checker 
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virus checker /'vairas ,tfeko/ noun a 
piece of software that is used to try and de- 
tect and remove unwanted virus programs 
from the hard disk of a computer 


virus detector /'varrəs dı tektə/ noun 
a utility software which checks executable 
files to see if they contain a known virus 


ViSCA /'viska/ noun a protocol used to 
synchronise multiple video devices, devel- 
oped by Sony. Full form video system 
control architecture 


visual /'vı3uəl/ adjective which can be 
seen or which is used by sight 

Visual Basic /,v13u0l 'berstk/ a trade 
name for a programming tool, developed 
by Microsoft, that allows users to create 
Windows applications very easily. Abbr 
VB 

Visual Basic Extension /,vizual 
ibersik 1k'stenf(a)n/ a trade name for a 
Windows custom software module that 
adds functionality to another application, 
similar to the OCX control. Abbr VBX 


Visual Basic for Applications 
/,vizuel ,berstk for ,epli'kerf(a)nz/ a 
trade name for a complex macro language 
developed by Microsoft from its VB pro- 
gramming tool. Abbr VBA 


Visual Basic Script /,vizu0l ,berstk 
‘skript/a trade name for a set of program- 
ming commands that can be included 
within a normal webpage, written using 
HTML commands. Abbr VBScript 


Visual C /,v1zUal 'si:/ a trade name for a 
development product by Microsoft that al- 
lows Windows applications to be created 
by drawing the user interface and attaching 
C code 

visualisation /,vizuolar'zerf(9)n/, vis- 
ualization noun the conversion of num- 
bers or data into a graphical format that 
can be more easily understood 

visual programming /,v13uəl ,prəu 
‘greemin/ noun a method of programming 
a computer by dragging icons into a flow- 
chart that describes the program’s actions 
rather than by writing a series of instruc- 
tions 

VITC / vi: a ti: 'si:/ noun a time code re- 
corded onto tape between video frames. 
Full form vertical interval time code 


COMMENT: This is preferred to LTC because it 
does not use the audio track and can be read 
at slow playback speeds. 
Vivo /'vi:vau/ data format used to deliver 
video over the Internet 


VL-bus, VL local bus noun a standard 
defined by the Video Electronics Stand- 
ards Association which allows up to three 
special expansion slots that provide direct, 
bus-master control of the central processor 
and allow very high speed data transfers 
between main memory and the expansion 
card without using the processor O For a 
high-performance PC, choose one with a 
VL-bus. Full form VESA local bus 
VLSI /,vi: el es 'ar/ noun a system with 
between 10,000 and 100,000 components 
on a single IC. Full form very large scale 
integration 

VM abbr virtual machine 

v-mail /'vi: ,merl/ noun an email mes- 
sage with a video clip as an attachment 
VME bus /,vi: em ‘i: bas/ noun an ex- 
pansion bus standard that supports 32-bit 
data transfer, mostly used in industrial and 
test equipment. Full form versamodule 
eurocard bus 

voice answer back /,vois 'ainsə 
,bæk/ noun a computerised response serv- 
ice using a synthesised voice to answer en- 
quiries 

voice coil /vois korl/ noun 1. an ele- 
ment in a dynamic microphone which vi- 
brates when sound waves strike it and 
cause variations in an electrical signal 2. 
an element in a loudspeaker that vibrates 
according to a signal and so produces 
sound waves 

voice data entry /,vois ,deita ‘entri/, 
voice data input /,vois ,deito 'Input/ 
noun the input of information into a com- 
puter using a speech recognition system 
and the user’s voice 

voicemail /‘vorsmetl/ noun a computer 
linked to a telephone exchange that an- 
swers a person’s telephone when no one is 
there and allows messages to be recorded, 
in digital form O J checked my voice mail 
to see if anyone had left me a message. 
voice output /vois ‘aut ,put/ noun the 
production of sounds which sound like hu- 
man speech, made as a result of voice syn- 
thesis 


“...the technology of voice output is reasonably dif- 
ficult, but the technology of voice recognition is 
much more complex’ [Personal Computer World] 


voice over Internet protocol /,vo1s 
əuvə 'Intonet ,proutokpl/ noun full form 
of VoIP 

voice-over-the-Net /,vo1s əuvə 6a 
'net/ adjective used to describe voice 
communication using VoIP technology 
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voice recognition /vois_,rekog 
'nıf(ə)n/ noun the ability of a computer to 
recognise certain words in a human voice 
and provide a suitable response 

voice synthesis /vots 'snQasts/ noun 
the reproduction of sounds similar to those 
of the human voice 

voice synthesiser /'vors ,sınĝðəsarzə/ 
noun a device which generates sounds 
which are similar to the human voice 
VoIP /vorp/ noun a technology that ena- 
bles voice messages to be sent over the In- 
ternet, often at the same time as data in text 
or other forms. Full form voice over In- 
ternet protocol 

volatile memory /,vola,tarl 
'mem(a)ri/, volatile store, volatile dy- 
namic storage noun memory or storage 
medium which loses data stored in it when 
the power supply is switched off 
volatility /,vola'tiliti/ noun the number 
of records that are added or deleted from a 
computer system compared to the total 
number in store 

volt /vault/ noun an SI unit of electrical 
potential, defined as voltage across a one 
ohm resistance when one amp is flowing 
voltage /'vault1d3/ noun an electromo- 
tive force expressed in volts. Abbr V 


COMMENT: Electricity supply can have peaks 
and troughs of current, depending on the us- 
ers in the area. Fluctuations in voltage can af- 
fect computers; a voltage regulator will pro- 
vide a steady supply of electricity. 


voltage regulator /'vault1d3 
regjuleita/ noun a device which pro- 
vides a steady output voltage even if the 
input supply varies 

voltage transient /,vault1d3 
'treenziont/ noun a spike of voltage which 
is caused by a time delay in two devices 
switching or by noise on the line 
volume /'volju:m/ noun 1. a disk or 
storage device 2. the total space occupied 
by data in a storage system 

volume label /‘volju:m lerb(0)I/, vol- 
ume name /'volju:m neim/ noun a name 
assigned to identify a particular disk 
VORTAL /'vo:tal/ noun a portal website 
that contains information for just one par- 
ticular industry or interest group. Full 
form vertical portal 


COMMENT: General-interest portals such as 
AOL, Yahoo! and Excite provide a whole 
range of general-interest information for us- 
ers, including news, weather, sports and fi- 
nancial information. An example of a vertical 
portal is Buzzsaw (www.buzzsaw.com), 


which provides news and resources for the 
construction industry. 
voxel /'voksal/ noun the smallest unit of 
three-dimensional space in a computer im- 
age, equivalent to a three-dimensional pix- 
el 


VR /,vi: 'a:/ noun a simulation of a real- 
life scene or environment by computer. 
Full form virtual reality 


VRAM /'vi: reem/ noun high speed ran- 
dom access memory used to store compu- 
ter-generated or digitised images. Full 
form video random access memory. 
Also called video RAM 

VRC /,vir a: 'si:/ noun an odd parity 
check on each character of a block re- 
ceived, to detect any errors. Full form ver- 
tical redundancy check 


VRML /,vi: axr em 'el/ noun a system 
that allows developers to create three-di- 
mensional worlds within a webpage. Full 
form virtual reality modelling lan- 
guage 

VS abbr virtual storage 


VSB /, vi: es 'bi:/ noun a method of trans- 
ferring data over coaxial cable, used to 
modulate and transmit digital television 
signals. Full form vestigial side band 


V series /'vi: ,stori:z/ noun a series of 
CCITT standards for data transmission us- 
ing a modem, used in the UK and Europe 


COMMENT: V.21 = 300 bits/second transmit 
and receive; full duplex V.22 = 1200 bits/sec- 
ond transmit and receive; half duplex V.22 
BIS = 1200 bits/second transmit and receive; 
full duplex V.23 = 75 bits/second transmit, 
1.200 bits/second receive; half duplex V.24 = 
interchange circuits between a DTE and a 
DCE; V.25 BIS = automatic calling and an- 
swering equipment on a PSTN; V.26 = 2,400 
bits/second transmission over leased lines; 
V.26 BIS = 2,400 bits/second transmit, 1,200 
bits/second receive, half duplex for use on a 
PSTN; V.26 TER = 2,400 bits/second trans- 
mit, 1,200 bits/second receive, full duplex for 
use ona PSTN; V.27 = 4,800 bits/second mo- 
dem for use on a leased line; V.27 BIS = 4,800 
bits/second transmit, 2,400 bits/second re- 
ceive for use on a leased line ; V.27 TER = 
4,800 bits/second transmit, 2,400 bits/second 
receive for use on a PSTN; V.29 = 9,600 
bits/second modem for use on a PSTN or 
leased line; V.32 = data transmission rate 
9,600 bits/second; V.32BIS = data transmis- 
sion rate 14,400 bits/second; V.34 = full-du- 
plex modem communication standard that 
can transfer data at up to 28,800 bps (like 
V.32, the V.34 standard allows the modem to 
automatically adjust its speed based on the 
quality of the telephone line to avoid errors); 
V.42 = error control and correction protocol; 
V.42 BIS = data compression used with V.42 
error control. 
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VT-52 /\vir ti: fifti 'tu:/ noun a popular 
standard of a terminal that defines the 
codes used to display text and graphics 
VTR/, vi: ti: 'a:/ noun a machine used to 
record and play back video signals that are 
stored on open reels of magnetic tape rath- 
er than on the sealed, enclosed cassette 
used by a VCR. Full form video tape re- 
corder 

VT-terminal emulation § /,vi: ti: 
'ta:min(9)l emju,le1f(a)n/ noun a stand- 
ard set of codes developed by Digital 


Equipment Corporation to control how 
text and graphics are displayed on its range 
of terminals 


VxD /,vi: eks 'di:/ noun a device driver 
used to control one part of the Windows 
operating system or to link a peripheral to 
the Windows operating system. Full form 
virtual device driver 

Vxtreme /,vi: eks'tri:m/ noun a format 


used to deliver streaming video sequences 
over the Internet 


W 


W3 abbr World Wide Web 
W3C /,dab(a)l ju: Ori: 'si:/ noun a group 
of international industry members that 
work together to develop common stand- 
ards for the World Wide Web. Full form 
world wide web consortium 

COMMENT: Visit the www.w3.org website for 

new standards and developments. 
wafer /'werfa/ noun a thin round slice of 
a large single crystal of silicon onto which 
hundreds of individual integrated circuits 
are constructed, before being cut into indi- 
vidual chips 
wafer scale integration /,werfa skeil 
\Intr'gre1f(a)n/ noun one large chip, the 
size of a wafer, made up of smaller inte- 
grated circuits connected together (NOTE: 
These are still in the research stage.) 
WAIS /,dab(o)l er ar 'es/ noun a system 
that allows a user to search for information 
stored on the Internet. Full form wide 
area information server 
wait condition /‘weit kon,dif(9)n/ 
noun 1. a state in which a processor is not 
active, but waiting for input from peripher- 
als 2. a null instruction which is used to 
slow down a processor so that slower 
memory or a peripheral can keep up > also 
called wait state 


waiting list /‘wertrn lıst/ noun» queue 


waiting state /weitm stert/ noun a 
computer state in which a program re- 
quires an input or signal before continuing 
execution 


wait loop /weit lu:p/ noun a processor 
that repeats one loop of program until 
some action occurs 


wait state /'wert stert/ noun same as 
wait condition 


wait time /wert tarm/ noun a time delay 
between the moment when an instruction 
is given and the execution of the instruc- 
tion or return of a result, e.g. the delay be- 
tween a request for data and the transfer of 
the data from memory 


wake-on-LAN /we1k pn/ noun technol- 
ogy that allows a personal computer or 
workstation to be switched on automati- 
cally by sending it a signal over a local 
area network connection (NOTE: The sys- 
tem is built into the network interface 
card fitted to the computer and allows a 
network manager or network server soft- 
ware to manage the computers linked to 
the network.) 


wake-up code /'werk ap kəud/ noun a 
code entered at a remote terminal to indi- 
cate to the central computer that someone 
is trying to log on at that location 
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wallpaper /'wo:l,perpo/ noun (in a 
GU/) an image or pattern used as a back- 
ground in a window 

WAN /wen/ noun a network in which the 
various terminals are far apart and linked 
by radio or satellite. Full form wide area 
network. Opposite LAN 

wand /wond/ noun a bar-code reader or 
optical device which is held in the hand to 
read bar codes on products in a store 


WAP /weep/ noun 1. a system that allows 
a user to access information on an Internet 
server using a wireless handheld device 
such as a mobile telephone. Full form 
Wireless Application Protocol 2. a de- 
vice that connects to a LAN and allows a 
computer to access the network using a 
wireless data transmission O The WAP has 
an aerial and a built-in hub. Full form 
wireless access point 
COMMENT: WAP can be used over almost all of 
the current wireless networks, including the 
popular GSM mobile telephone standard, and 
can run on almost any operating system or 
hardware device. A device that supports WAP 
provides a very simple browser that can dis- 
play basic graphics and text-based pages of 
information on a small, monochrome, 6—10 
line display, similar to a tiny, simple web page. 
The user can navigate between pages using 
two or three buttons on the handheld device 
or mobile telephone. The arrival of WAP al- 
lows users to access email and news-based 
websites from a mobile telephone, but users 
have been put off by the very slow speed (no 
more than 9,600bps) at which data can be 
transferred over current wireless telephone 
systems. 
WAP browser /wep 'brauzo/ noun a 
simple web browser that works on a hand- 
held WAP device 
COMMENT: A WAP browser supports the 
HTML and XML webpage markup standards, 
but also supports its own markup system, 
WML (WAP markup language) that allows de- 
signers to create simple pages that can be 
transferred efficiently over the often slow wire- 
less link (normally at a maximum of 9,600 
bps) and navigated using two or three buttons 
on the handheld device or mobile telephone. 
WAP markup language /,wep 
‘markap ,lengwid3/ noun full form of 
WML 
WAP markup language script 
/wep ,matkap lengwid3_ 'skript/ 
noun same as WMLScript 
warm boot /,wo:m 'bu:t/ noun the act 
of restarting a computer without switching 
it off. Compare cold boot 
warm standby /wə:m 'stændbar/ 
noun a secondary backup device which 
can be switched into action a short time af- 


ter the main system fails. Compare cold 
standby, hot standby 

warm start /wo:m sta:t/ noun the proc- 
ess of restarting a program which has 
stopped, without losing any data. Compare 
cold start 

warn /wo:n/ verb to say that something 
dangerous is about to happen or that there 
is a possible danger O He warned the key- 
boarders that the system might become 
overloaded. (NOTE: You warn someone of 
something, or that something may hap- 
pen) 

warning light /‘wo:nty lart/ noun a 
small light which lights up to show that 
something dangerous may happen O When 
the warning light on the front panel comes 
on, switch off the system. 

waste instruction § /weist in 
‘strakfon/ noun an instruction that does 
not carry out any action other than increas- 
ing the program counter to the location of 
next instruction 

watermark /'wo:tamark/ noun a pat- 
tern of bits that is digitally embedded in a 
data file in order to make it possible to de- 
tect unauthorised copies 

watt /wot/ noun an SI unit of measure- 
ment of electrical power, defined as power 
produced when one amp of current flows 
through a load that has one volt of voltage 
across it 

wave /welv/ noun a signal motion which 
rises and falls periodically as it travels 
through a medium 

WAVE /werv/ noun a standard method of 
storing an analog signal in digital form un- 
der Microsoft Windows. Also called WAV 
file (NOTE: Files have the .WAV exten- 
sion.) 

waveform /'wervfo:m/ noun the shape 
of a wave 

waveform audio /'wervfo:m _ ,o:diau/ 
nouna method of storing analog audio sig- 
nals as digital data 

waveform digitisation /,wervfo:m 
\did3itai'ze1f(a)n/ noun the conversion 
and storing a waveform in numerical form 
using an A/D converter 

waveform editor /‘wervfo:m ,edito/ 
noun a software program that displays a 
graphical representation of a sound wave 
and allows a user to edit, adjust levels and 
frequencies or add special effects 
waveform synthesiser /'wetvfo:m 
,sinOasaizo/ noun a musical device that 
creates sounds of an instrument by using 


waveform table 
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recorded samples of the original waveform 
produced by the instrument 

waveform table /'wervfo:m ,terb(o)l/ 
noun a set of data that describes a sound 
clip 

wavelength /'wetv,len®/ noun the dis- 
tance between two adjacent peaks of a 
wave, equal to the speed divided by the 
frequency 

wavelength division multiplexing 
/,wetvlen® di,v13(a)n_ 'maltipleks1n/ 
noun a method of increasing the data ca- 
pacity of an optic fibre by transmitting 
several light signals at different wave- 
lengths along the same fibre. Abbr WDM 
wavetable /'wervterb(9)l/ noun memo- 
ry ina sound card that contains a recording 
of a real musical instrument that is played 
back 

WAV file /‘werv farl/ noun same as 
WAVE 

WDM abbr wavelength division multi- 
plexing 

wearable computer /,weərəb(ə)l 
kəm'pju:tə/ noun a battery-powered 
computer small enough to be worn on the 
body 

web /web/ noun same as World Wide 
Web 

web application /web ,zpli'ke1J(9)n/ 
noun a software program that works be- 
hind the scenes at a website, runs on a web 
server and uses the HTTP protocol to de- 
liver information to a user (NOTE: An ex- 
ample is a database of information that 
can be searched from a webpage or a 
method of ordering and paying for a 
product using a webpage.) 

WebBot /'webbot/ a trade name for a 
utility used in Microsoft Internet software 
that helps a user create a particular func- 
tion in a webpage 

web browser /'web ,brauzo/ noun 
same as browser 

web cam /web kæm/ noun a video cam- 
era linked to a website that allows visitors 
to see live video images of a scene 


COMMENT: These devices have become very 
popular and have been used to display the in- 
side of an office, the view over a city, an office 
coffee machine, the inside of a bedroom and 
many other scenes. 
webcast /'webka:st/ noun a broadcast 
made on the World Wide Web 
‘It is spending $450m on a community support pro- 
gramme for developers: webcasts, free on-site train- 


ing, seminars, roadshows and 125 new books.’ 
[The Guardian] 


web crawler /‘web ,kro:lo/ noun soft- 
ware that moves over every new webpage 
on the Internet and produces an index 
based on the content of the webpages 


web designer /‘web ði,zarnə/ noun a 
person who designs websites 


webmaster /'webmaista/ noun a per- 
son in charge of a website 

webpage /'webpeid3/ nouna single file 
stored on a web server that contains for- 
matted text, graphics and hypertext links 
to other pages on the Internet or within a 
website 


webpage design software 
/,webpeid3 di,zain 'softweo/ noun soft- 
ware that provides features that make it 
easier for a user to create webpages 
COMMENT: The design software is similar to 
desktop publishing software and allows you to 
drag text and images onto a page, create ta- 
bles and change the style of text from menu 
options, without having to edit complex HTML 
commands. 
web portal /web 'po:t(9)l/ noun a web- 
site that provides a wide range of informa- 
tion and resources that include everything 
a particular user might want from the In- 
ternet, on one site 


COMMENT: The biggest web portals include 
AOL, MSN, Yahoo! and Excite, which offer a 
wide range of general services including 
news, sports, email, weather, shopping and a 
search engine. 
web ring /'web rin/ noun a series of 
linked websites that are designed to be vis- 
ited one after the other until the visitor 
reaches the first website again 


web server /web 'ss:va/ noun a com- 
puter that stores the collection of webpag- 
es that make up a website 


website /'websait/ noun a collection of 
webpages that are linked and related and 
can be accessed by a user with a web 
browser O The Bloomsbury website, ht- 
tp://www.bloomsbury.com, contains infor- 
mation about all the books Bloomsbury 
publish. 


WebTV /,web ti: 'vi:/ a trade name for a 

television that also lets a user view web- 

pages 
COMMENT: Some TVs include a computer and 
modem, other systems use an external box 
that links to the TV and a telephone socket. 
Some interactive television and cable televi- 
sion installations do not use a telephone sock- 
et but instead download and display webpag- 
es via the television cable. 


webzine /'webzi:n/ noun same as e- 
zine 
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weighted average /,weitid 
'æv(ə)rıd3/ noun an average which is cal- 
culated taking several factors into account, 
giving some more value than others 
weighted bit /‘weitid bit/ noun each 
bit having a different value depending on 
its position in a word 
weighting /‘weit1n/ noun the sorting of 
users, programs or data by their impor- 
tance or priority 
well-behaved /,wel br'hervd/ adjec- 
tive referring to a program which does not 
make any nonstandard system calls, using 
only the standard BIOS input/output calls 
rather than directly addressing peripherals 
or memory 
COMMENT: If well-behaved, the software 
should work on all machines using the same 
operating system. 
wetware /'wet,weo/ noun the human 
brain, intelligence which writes software 
to be used with hardware (informal, US) 
What-You-See-Is-All-You-Get /, wot 
ju: siz 1z ,o:l ju: 'get/ noun full form of 
WYSIAYG 
What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get 
/,wot ju: si: ız ,wot ju: 'get/ noun full 
form of WYSIWYG 
while-loop /wail lu:p/ noun a condi- 
tional program instructions that carries out 
a loop while a condition is true 
White Book /wait buk/ noun a formal 
video-CD standard published by Philips 
and JVC that defines how digital video can 
be stored on a CD-ROM 
white pages /wart pe1d3z/ plural noun 
a database of users and their email address 
stored on the Internet to help other users 
find an email address 
white writer /wart 'rartə/ noun a laser 
printer which directs its laser beam on the 
points that are not printed. Opposite black 
writer 
COMMENT: With a white writer, the black areas 
are printed evenly but edges and borders are 
not so sharp. 
whois /‘hu: 1z/ noun an Internet utility 
that displays information about the owner 
of a particular domain name 


wide area information server 
/waid ,eoria ,Info'merf(a)n ,s3:vo/ 
noun full form of WAIS 


wide area network /,waid ,eoris 
'netw3:k/ noun full form of WAN 
wideband /‘waidbend/ noun same as 
broadband 


widescreen display /,wardskri:n dı 
'sple1/ noun a film, video or TV display 
with an aspect ratio greater than 1.37, or 
the same as the full size of a 35 mm film 
image 
Wide-SCSI /ward 'skazi/ noun a devel- 
opment that provides a wider data bus than 
the original SCSI specification, so can 
transfer more data at a time 
widow /'widou/ noun the first line of a 
paragraph which is printed by itself at the 
bottom of a column. Compare orphan 
wild card /'waildka:d/, wild card 
character /'waildka:d ,kerikto/ noun a 
symbol used when searching for files or 
data which represents all files O A wild 
card can be used to find all files names be- 
ginning DIC. 
COMMENT: In DOS, UNIX and PC operating 
systems, the wild card character ‘?’ will match 
any single character in this position; the wild 
card character’ or’ means match any number 
of any characters. 
WIMP /wimp/ noun a program display 
which uses graphics or icons to control the 
software and make it easier to use. Full 
form window, icon, mouse, pointers. ù 
environment, GUI. Compare command 
line interface 


COMMENT: WIMPs normally use a combination 
of windows, icons and a mouse to control the 
operating system. In many GUls, such as Mi- 
crosoft Windows, Apple Mac System 7 and 
DR-GEM, you can control all the functions of 
the operating system just using the mouse. 
Icons represent programs and files; instead of 
entering the file name, you select it by moving 
a pointer with a mouse. 


Winchester disk /drarv/, Winchester 
drive noun a compact high-capacity hard 
disk which is usually built into a computer 
system and cannot be removed 

window /'windoau/ noun 1. a reserved 
section of screen used to display special 
information, which can be selected and 
looked at at any time and which overwrites 
information already on the screen O Sever- 
al remote stations are connected to the net- 
work and each has its own window onto 
the hard disk. 2. a part of a document cur- 
rently displayed on a screen O The operat- 
ing system will allow other programs to be 
displayed on-screen at the same time in 
different windows. 3. an area of memory or 
access to a storage device W verb to set up 
a section of screen by defining the coordi- 
nates of its corners, allowing information 
to be temporarily displayed and overwrit- 
ing previous information without altering 
information in the workspace 


window, icon, mouse, pointer 
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“...when an output window overlaps another, the in- 
terpreter does not save the contents of the obscured 
window’ [Personal Computer World] 


window, icon, mouse, pointer 
/,windsu arkon ,maus 'pornte/ noun 
full form of WIMP 
windowing /‘windoutn/ noun 1. the ac- 
tion of setting up a window to show infor- 
mation on the screen O The network sys- 
tem uses the latest windowing techniques. 
2. the process of displaying or accessing 
information via a window 

“... windowing facilities make use of virtual screens 

as well as physical screens’ [Byte] 

“...the network system uses the latest windowing 

techniques’ [Desktop Publishing] 

‘...the functions are integrated via a windowing sys- 

tem with pull-down menus used to select different 

operations’ [Byte] 
Windows /'windouz/ a trade name for a 
family of operating systems developed by 
Microsoft that interacts with users through 
a Graphical User Interface. Windows is the 
operating system used by most of the 
world’s PCs. Also called Microsoft Win- 
dows, MS-Windows 
Windows 3.1 /,wmdouz Ori: ,pomt 
'wan/ a trade name for the first of the new 
generation of Windows which provided 
features including OLE and drag and drop 
Windows 3.1x /,windouz Ori: ,pomt 
wan 'eks/ a trade name for any version of 
Windows after version 3, including 3.1 
and 3.11 
Windows 3.11 /,windouz Ori: ,pomt 
wan 'wan/ same as Windows for Work- 
groups 
Windows 95 /,windouz ,nainti 'fatv/a 
trade name for a version of Windows that 
provides support for long filenames, an in- 
terface that is easier to use and better sup- 
port for networks and the Internet 
Windows 98 /,windouz ,namti 'ert/ a 
trade name for an enhanced version of 
Windows 95 that provides more communi- 
cations and Internet features and is easier 
to use and configure 
Windows 2000 /,wmdouz tu: 
‘@auzond/ a trade name for a version of 
the Windows operating system that im- 
proves on the speed and features of Win- 
dows 98, providing closer integration with 
the Internet, information sources and net- 
works and better support for plug-and- 
play and error-detection and prevention 
Windows API /,wmdouz ,er pi: 'ar/ a 
trade name for a set of standard functions 
and commands, defined by Microsoft, that 
allow a programmer to control the Win- 


dows operating system from a program- 
ming language 

Windows CE /,windouz si: 'i:/ a trade 
name for a software operating system de- 
veloped by Microsoft and designed to run 
on small PDA or palmtop computers that 
use either a pen input or a keyboard in- 
stead of a mouse 


Windows Explorer /,windouz 1k 
'sploirə/ a trade name for a software utili- 
ty included with Windows that lets a user 
view the folders and files on the hard disk, 
floppy disk, CD-ROM and any shared net- 
work drives 


Windows for Workgroups 
/,windosuz fa 'wsarkgru:ps/ a trade name 
for a version of Windows that includes ba- 
sic peer-to-peer file-sharing functions and 
email, fax and scheduler utilities. Also 
called Windows 3.11 

Windows GDI /,windouz d3i: di: 'ar/ a 
trade name for a set of standard functions, 
defined by Microsoft, that allow a pro- 
grammer to draw images in windows with- 
in the Windows operating system 
Windows Internet Naming Service 
/,windouz ,Intonet 'nermiy ,s3:vis/ full 
form of WINS 

Windows ME /,wimdouz em ‘i:/a trade 
name for a version of the Windows operat- 
ing system designed for home users 
Windows NT /,windouz en 'ti:/ a trade 
name for a high-performance GUI derived 
from Windows that does not use DOS as 
an operating system and features 32-bit 
code 

Windows NT file system /,windouz 
en ti: 'farl ,sıstəm/ full form of NTFS 
Windows SDK /,windouz es di: 'ket:/ 
a trade name for a set of software tools, in- 
cluding definitions of the Windows API, 
that make it easier for a programmer to 
write applications that will work under the 
Windows operating system 

Windows XP /,windouz eks 'pi:/ a 
trade name for a version of the Windows 
operating system designed for home and 
business users that provides a 32-bit multi- 
tasking operating system with the standard 
Windows graphical user interface together 
with improved network and Internet con- 
nectivity 

WINS /wins/ noun a system that works 
with a network of computers running Win- 
dows and provides a database of the IP ad- 
dresses of each computer on the network. 
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Full form Windows Internet Naming 
Service 
COMMENT: This is more difficult than it sounds, 
since a computer is usually given a different 
IP address every time it is switched on. The 
WINS service provides ‘name resolution’ for 
Windows networks, DNS provides a similar 
service for networks with fixed IP addresses, 
including the public Internet. 
Winsock /'winspk/ noun a utility soft- 
ware that is required to control the modem 
when connecting to the Internet and allows 
the computer to communicate using the 
TCP/IP protocol. Also called socket driv- 
er 


wipe /watp/ verb to clean data from a 
disk O By reformatting you will wipe the 
disk clean. (NOTE: wipes — wiping — 
wiped) 

wire /‘wato/ noun a thin metal conductor 
© verb to install wiring in something 
(NOTE: wires — wiring — wired) 

wire frame model /,waro frem 
'mod(ə)l/ noun (in graphics and CAD) a 
method of displaying objects using lines 
and arcs rather than filled areas. Also 
called wire mesh model, stick model 
wireless access point /,watolos 
'ækses ,pornt/ noun full form of WAP 2 


Wireless Application Protocol 
/warolos ,epli'kerf(9)n_ ,prautoukol/ 
noun full form of WAP 1 

wireless markup language 


/,watolos 'markap_ ,lengwid3/ noun a 
standardised system, based on XML, that 
is used for tagging text files and that spec- 
ifies the interfaces of narrowband wireless 
devices 


wireless modem /,warələs 'maudem/ 
noun a modem that can be used with a 
wireless mobile telephone system (NOTE: 
A wireless modem normally includes the 
telephone hardware and an aerial, so 
does not need to be plugged into a sep- 
arate mobile telephone.) 

wireless network /,watalos 
'netwsik/, wireless LAN /læn/ noun a 
network that does not use cable to transmit 
data between computers, but instead uses 
radio signals to transmit signals, normally 
using the 802.11b or 802.11a transmission 
protocol. Also called wireless LAN 

wire mesh model /,wato mef 
'mpd(a)I/ noun same as wire frame mod- 
el 

wire printer /'warə ,printo/ noun same 
as dot-matrix printer 


wire wrap /'wato rep/ noun a simple 
method of electrically connecting compo- 
nent terminals together using thin insulat- 
ed wire wrapped around each terminal, 
which is then soldered into place, usually 
used for prototype systems 


wiring /‘watortn/ noun a series of wires 
O The wiring in the system had to be re- 
placed. 


wiring closet /‘waroriy ,klnzit/ nouna 
box in which the cabling for a network or 
part of network is terminated and intercon- 
nected 


wiring frame /‘warortn fretm/ noun a 
metal structure used to support incoming 
cables and provide connectors to allow ca- 
bles to be interconnected 


WISC /wisk/ noun a CPU design that al- 
lows a programmer to add extra machine 
code instructions using microcode, to cus- 
tomise the instruction set. Full form writa- 
ble instruction set computer 


wizard /'wizod/ noun a software utility 
that helps you create something 


WML /,dab(o)l ju: em 'el/ noun a web- 
page formatting language that is similar to 
a very simple version of the standard 
HTML webpage coding system, but does 
not include many of the extra features that 
cannot be displayed on the small screen of 
a WAP handheld device or navigated with 
two or three buttons. Full form WAP 
markup language 

WMLScript /,dab(s)l ju: em 'el 
\Skript/ noun a scripting language similar 
to a very simple version of JavaScript that 
allows WML webpages to include script- 
ing functions. Full form WAP markup 
language script 

word /ws3:d/ noun 1. a separate item of 
language, which is used with others to 
form speech or writing which can be un- 
derstood 2. a separate item of data on a 
computer, formed of a group of bits, stored 
in a single location in a memory 

word break /'wa:d brerk/ noun the di- 
vision of a word at the end of a line, where 
part of the word is left on one line with a 
hyphen and the rest of the word is taken 
over to begin the next line 

word count /'ws:d kaunt/ noun the 
number of words in a file or text 


word length /‘wa:d len8/ noun the 
length of a computer word, counted as the 
number of bits 


word mark 
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word mark /'w3:d ma:rk/ noun a sym- 
bol indicating the start of a word in a vari- 
able word length machine 


word marker /'ws:d ,marko/ noun a 
symbol indicating the start of a word in a 
variable word length machine 

WordPad /'wa:dpzed/ a software utility 
included with versions of Microsoft Win- 
dows later than Windows 95 that provides 
the basic functions of Microsoft Word 6 


WordPerfect /,ws:d'ps:fekt/ a trade 
name for a popular word-processing appli- 
cation developed by WordPerfect Corp. to 
run on a wide range of hardware platforms 
and operating systems. 

word-process /w3:d 'prauses/ verb to 
edit, store and manipulate text using a 
computer O It is quite easy to read word- 
processed files. 

word-processing /,w3::d 'prousesin/ 
noun the process of using a computer to 
keyboard, edit and output text, in forms 
such as letters, labels and address lists O 
Load the word-processing program before 
you start keyboarding. Abbr WP 


word-processing bureau /,w3:d 
‘prousesin ,bjusrau/ noun an office 
which specialises in word-processing for 
other companies 

word-processor /ws::d_ 'prau,seso/ 
noun 1. a small computer used for word- 
processing text and documents 2. a word- 
processing package or program for a com- 
puter which allows the editing and manip- 
ulation and output of text, in forms such as 
letters, labels and address lists 


word serial /wa:d 'starial/ noun a set of 
data words transmitted one after the other, 
along a parallel bus 


words per minute /,ws:dz ps: 'minit/ 
noun full form of WPM 


WordStar /'wa:dsta:/ a trade name for 
an outdated word-processing application 
developed by MicroPro International for 
CP/M and IBM PC computers 


word time /'ws:d tarm/ noun the time 
taken to transfer a word from one memory 
area or device to another 


word wrap /'wa:d rep/ noun a system 
in word-processing in which the operator 
does not have to indicate the line endings, 
but can keyboard continuously, leaving the 
program to insert word breaks and to con- 
tinue the text on the next line. Also called 
wraparound 


work area /'wsik ,eəriə/ noun the 
memory space which is being used by an 
operator 

workaround /'wa:ko,raund/ noun a 
technique that enables a user to continue 
using a computer program or system that 
has a fault or defect in it without actually 
putting the fault or defect right 


‘This is a known bug... the workaround is to get Out- 
look Express to prompt you to select an identity 
when you run it.’ [The Guardian] 


work disk /wa:k disk/ noun a disk on 
which current work is stored 

work file /ws:k fail/ noun a temporary 
work area which is being used for current 
work. Also called scratch file 
workflow /'ws:kfləv/ noun software de- 
signed to improve the flow of electronic 
documents around an office network, from 
user to user 

workgroup /‘wa:kgru:p/ noun a small 
group of users who are working on a 
project or connected with a local area net- 
work 

workgroup enabled /,wa:kgru:p m 
‘etb(a)ld/ adjective referring to a feature 
added to standard software package to give 
it more appeal to a group of networked us- 
ers O This word-processor is workgroup 
enabled which adds an email gateway 


from the standard menus. 


workgroup software /'wa:kgru:p 
Sspftwed/ noun an application designed 
to be used by many users in a group to im- 
prove productivity, e.g. a diary or schedul- 
er 

working /'wa:kin/ adjective operating 
correctly 

working in tandem /,wsa:km m 
‘teendom/ noun a situation in which two 
devices are working together 

working store /'ws:kıņ sto:/ noun an 
area of high-speed memory used for tem- 
porary storage of data in current use 
workload /'ws:k,ləud/ noun the amount 
of work which a person or computer has to 
do 

worksheet /'wa:k,fi:t/ noun (in a 
spreadsheet program) a two-dimensional 
matrix of rows and columns that contains 
cells which can, themselves, contain equa- 
tions 

workspace /'wa:kspets/ noun a space 
on memory which is available for use or is 
being used currently by an operator 
workstation /'wa:k,stetf(a)n/ noun a 
place where a computer user works, with 
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equipment such as a terminal, VDU, print- 
er and modem O The system includes five 
workstations linked together in a ring net- 
work. 
“...an image processing workstation must provide 
three basic facilities: the means to digitize, display 
and manipulate the image data’ [Byte] 
world /wa:ld/ noun a three-dimensional 
scene that is displayed on a website and al- 
lows a user to move around the scene ex- 
ploring the objects visible 
World Wide Web /,wa:ld ,waid 'web/ 
noun a collection of the millions of web- 
sites and webpages that together form the 
part of the Internet that is most often seen 
by users. Abbr www, W3. Also called 
web 


COMMENT: Each website is a collection of web- 
pages containing text, graphics and links to 
other websites. Each page is created using 
the HTML language and is viewed by a user 
with a web browser. Navigating between web- 
pages and websites is called surfing; this re- 
quires a computer with a link to the Internet 
(usually using a modem) and a web browser 
to view the webpages stored on the remote 
web servers. The Internet itself includes 
email, Usenet and newsgroups as well as 
websites and webpages. 


World Wide Web Consortium 
/,w3ud ward 'web kon,so:tiam/ noun 
full form of W3C 


WORM /ws:m/ noun an optical disk stor- 
age system that allows the user to write 
data to the disk once, but the user can then 
read the data from the disk many times. 
Full form write once read many times 
memory 


WP abbr word-processing 


WPM, wpm noun a method of measuring 
the speed of a printer, the number of words 
printed in a minute. Full form words per 
minute 


wraparound /'ræpə,raund/ noun same 
as word wrap 

wrapper /'ræpə/ noun special software 
that is used to provide a single, convenient 
file that can be distributed over the Internet 


COMMENT: Wrapper software often includes 
security features, to prevent unauthorised 
copying, and compression to reduce the size 
of the files. A user double-clicks the file and it 
automatically installs the software enclosed in 
the wrapper on the computer. 

writable instruction set computer 

/rartəb(ə)l in,strakfan set kouy'pjurta/ 

noun full form of WISC 

write /rait/ verb to put text or data onto a 

disk O Access time is the time taken to read 

from or write to a location in memory. 


(NOTE: writes — writing — wrote — writ- 
ten. You write data to a file.) 
write-back cache /'rait bæk kef/, 
write-behind cache /,rart bi'haind 
ike J/ noun same as write cache 

write black printer /rait 'blæk 
\printd/ noun a printer in which toner 
sticks to the points hit by the laser beam 
when the image drum is scanned. Com- 
pare white writer 


COMMENT: A write black printer produces 
sharp edges and graphics, but large areas of 
black are muddy. 


write cache /‘rait kzeJ/ noun temporary 
storage used to hold data intended for a 
storage device until the device is ready. 
Also called write-back cache 

write error /ratt 'era/ noun an error re- 
ported when a user is trying to save data 
onto a magnetic storage medium 

write head /rait hed/ noun same as 
record head 

write once, read many times 
memory /,rait wans ri:d 'meni ,jtarmz 
»mem(a)ri/ noun full form of WORM 
write-permit ring /,ratt po'mit ri/ 
noun a ring on a reel of magnetic tape 
which allows the tape to be overwritten or 
erased 

write protect /rait pra'tekt/ verb to 
make it impossible to write to a floppy 
disk or tape by moving a special write-pro- 
tect tab 

write-protect tab /,rait pra'tekt tab/ 
noun a tab on a floppy disk which if 
moved prevents any writing to or erasing 
from the disk 

writer /‘raito/ noun » black writer, 
white writer 

write time /rait tarm/ noun the time be- 
tween requesting data transfer to a storage 
location and it being written 

writing pad /'rartıy pæd/ noun a spe- 
cial device which allows a computer to 
read in handwritten characters which have 
been written onto a special pad 

www abbr World Wide Web 

WYSIAYG /'wizi:etg/ noun a program 
in which the output on screen cannot be 
printed out in any other form, as it contains 
no hidden print or formatting commands. 
Full form What-You-See-ls-All-You-Get 
WYSIWYG /'wizi:wig/ noun a program 
in which the output on the screen is exactly 
the same as the output on printout, includ- 
ing graphics and special fonts. Full form 
What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get 


XYZ 


X! /eks/ noun same as X-Window Sys- 
tem 


‘X is the underlying technology which allows Unix 
applications to run under a multi-user, multitasking 
GUI. It has been adopted as the standard for the 
Common Open Software Environment, proposed re- 
cently by top Unix vendors including Digital, IBM 
and Sun.’ [Computing] 


X? /eks/ abbr extension 

X2 noun a communications standard de- 
veloped by US Robotics for its range of 
high-speed modems that can transfer data 
at 56,000 bits per second. ù V series 
X.25 noun a CCITT standard that defines 
the connection between a terminal and a 
packet-switching network 

X.400 noun a CCITT standard that de- 
fines an email transfer method 

X.500 noun a CCITT standard that de- 
fines a method of global naming that al- 
lows every user to have a unique identity 
and allows any user to address an email 
message to any other user. ù directory 
services 

XA » CD-ROM Extended Architecture 
(see) 

x-axis /,eks ‚aut 'æksıs/ noun the hori- 
zontal axis of a graph 

x-coordinate /eks kau's:dinat/ noun a 
horizontal axis position coordinate 

x direction /eks ,aut dr'rekf(o)n/ 
noun a movement horizontally 

x distance /,eks ‚aut 'distons/ noun 
the distance along an x-axis from an origin 
xerographic printer /,z1orogrefik 
‘printd/ noun a printer such as a photo- 
copier in which charged ink is attracted to 
areas of a charged picture 

Xerox Network System /,zrərpks 
‘netwaik ,ststom/ a network protocol de- 
veloped by Xerox that has provided the ba- 
sis for the Novell IPX network protocols. 
Abbr XNS 

Xerox PARC a Xerox development cen- 
tre that has developed a wide range of im- 


portant products including the mouse and 
GUI 

XGA /,eks d3i: 'e1/ noun a standard for 
colour video graphics adapter for PCs, de- 
veloped by IBM, which has a resolution of 
1,024 x 768 pixels with 256 colours on an 
interlaced display. Full form extended 
graphics array 

XHTML /,eks ertf ti: em 'el/ noun a 
combination of the HTML and XML web- 
page markup languages. Full form exten- 
sible hypertext markup language 


COMMENT: XHTML is actually written using the 
XML language and provides a simpler way of 
creating webpages that will be displayed in 
the same way over a wide range of web 
browser platforms. 


XML /,eks em '‘el/ noun a webpage 
markup language that is a simplified ver- 
sion of the SGML system and allows a de- 
signer to create his or her own customised 
markup tags to improve flexibility. Full 
form extensible markup language 
XMODEM /'eks ,moudem/ noun a 
standard file transfer and error-detecting 
protocol used in asynchronous, modem 
data transmissions 

XMODEM 1K noun a version of XMO- 
DEM that transfers 1024-byte blocks of 
data 

XMODEM CRC noun an enhanced ver- 
sion of XMODEM that includes error 
checking 

XMS /,eks em 'es/ noun a set of rules that 
define how an MS-DOS program should 
access extended memory fitted in a PC. 
Full form extended memory specifica- 
tion 

XNS abbr Xerox Network System 
XON/XOFF /eks on eks 'pf/ noun an 
asynchronous transmission protocol in 
which each end can regulate the data flow 
by transmitting special codes 

X/OPEN /eks'aupan/ noun a group of 
vendors that are responsible for promoting 
open systems 
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XP abbr Windows XP 

X punch /'eks pant f/ noun a card punch 
for column 11, often used to represent a 
negative number 

X-series /,eks ,avt 'stori:z/ noun a set 
of recommendations for data communica- 
tions over public data networks 

XT /,eks 'ti:/ noun a trade name for a ver- 
sion of the original IBM PC, developed by 
IBM, that used an 8088 processor and in- 
cluded a hard disk 

XT keyboard /,eks ti: 'kitbo:d/ noun a 
keyboard used with the IBM PC which had 
ten function keys running in two columns 
along the left-hand side of the keyboard 
X-Window System, X-Windows a 
graphical interface, usually used on Unix 
workstation computers, made up of a set of 
API commands and display handling rou- 
tines that provide a hardware-independent 
programming interface for applications 


‘X is the underlying technology which allows Unix 
applications to run under a multi-user, multitasking 
GUI. It has been adopted as the standard for the 
Common Open Software Environment, proposed re- 
cently by top Unix vendors including Digital, IBM 
and Sun.’ [Computing] 


COMMENT: Originally developed for UNIX 
workstations, it can also run on a PC or mini- 
computer terminals. The Open Software 
Foundation has a version of X-Windows 
called Motif; Sun and Hewlett Packard have a 
version called OpenLook. 
x-y /,eks 'aut wai/ noun the set of coor- 
dinates for drawing a graph, where x is the 
horizontal and y the vertical value 
x-y plotter /eks war 'plotə/ noun a 
plotter which plots to coordinates sup- 
plied, by moving the pen in two planes 
while the paper remains stationary 
y-axis /war 'æksıs/ noun the vertical 
axis of a graph 
Y/C /,wat 'sit/ noun two parts of a video 
signal representing the luminance (Y) and 
the chrominance (C) parts of the image 
Y/C delay /,wat 'si: di,le1/ noun an error 
caused by wrong synchronisation between 
the luma and chroma signals in a video 
transmission, seen as a colour halo around 
objects on the screen 
y-coordinate /war koau's:dinat/ noun 
the vertical axis position coordinate 
Y/C video /,wat si: 'vidiau/ noun same 
as S-Video 
y-direction /war dar'rekfan/ noun a 
vertical movement 
y-distance /war 'distons/ noun the dis- 
tance along a y-axis from an origin 


Yellow Book /'jelau buk/ noun a for- 
mal specification for CD-ROM published 
by Philips, which includes data storage 
formats and has an extension to cover the 
CD-ROM XA standard 

YMCK /,wat em si: 'ke1/ noun colour 
definition based on the four colours used 
in DTP software when creating separate 
colour film to use for printing. Full form 
yellow, magenta, cyan, black 
YMODEM /'war ,məudem/ noun a vari- 
ation of the XMODEM file transfer proto- 
col that uses 1024-byte blocks and can 
send multiple files 

y punch /'wat pantJ/ noun a card punch 
for column 12, often used to indicate a 
positive number 

YUV encoding /,war ju: vi: im 
'‘kaoudin/ noun a video encoding system 
in which the video luminance (Y) signal is 
recorded at full bandwidth but the chromi- 
nance signals (U&V) are recorded at half 
their bandwidth 

Z symbol impedance 

Z80 /,zed 'erti/ noun an 8-bit processor 
developed by Zilog, used in many early 
popular computers 

Zap /zæp/ verb to wipe off all data cur- 
rently in the workspace O He pressed 
CONTROL Z and zapped all the text. 
(NOTE: zapping — zapped) 

z-axis /zed 'æksıs/ noun an axis for 
depth in a three-dimensional graph or plot 
z buffer /zed 'bafa/ noun an area of 
memory used to store the z-axis informa- 
tion for a graphics object displayed on 
screen 

Zero /'z1arau/ noun 1. the digit 0 O The 
code for international calls is zero one 
zero (010). 2. the equivalent of logical off 
or false state (NOTE: The plural is zeros or 
zeroes.) Œ verb to erase or clear a file or 
the contents of a programmable device 
zero compression /,zisrau kom 
‘pref(a)n/ noun the shortening of a file by 
the removal of unnecessary zeros. Also 
called zero suppression 

zerofill /‘zraraufil/ verb to fill empty 
storage space on a computer with zeros 
zero flag /‘z1arau flæg/ noun an indica- 
tor that the contents of a register or result 
is zero 

zero insertion force socket /,z1orou 
m,s3:f(a)n fois 'sokit/ noun a chip sock- 
et that has movable connection terminals, 
allowing the chip to be inserted without 
using any force, then a small lever is 


zero-level address 
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turned to grip the legs of the chip. Also 
called ZIF socket 


zero-level address /,z1arau ,lev(a)l ə 
‘dres/ noun an instruction in which the ad- 
dress is the operand 


zero slot LAN /,z1arau slot 'læn/ noun 
a local area network that does not use in- 
ternal expansion adapters, but instead the 
serial port or, sometimes, an external 
pocket network adapters connected to the 
printer port 


zero suppression /,z1orov sə 
‘pref(a)n/ noun same as zero compres- 
sion 

zero wait state /,z1orau ‘weit ,stert/ 
noun the state of a device (normally proc- 
essor or memory chips) that is fast enough 
to run at the same speed as the other com- 
ponents in a computer, so does not have to 
be artificially slowed down by inserting 
wait states 


zettabyte /'zetabart/ noun a unit of 
computer memory or disk storage space 
equal to one sextillion bytes or 1,024 exa- 
bytes 


ZIF socket /'zıf ,spkit/ noun same as 
zero insertion force socket 


zine /zi:n/ noun a paper, Internet maga- 
zine or other periodical published by its 
author, issued at irregular intervals and 
usually aimed at specialist readers 


ZIP /z1p/ noun a filename extension given 
to files that contain compressed data, usu- 
ally generated by the PKZIP shareware 
utility program 


Zip disk /'zıp disk/ noun a proprietary 
type of removable storage device, similar 
to a removable hard disk drive, manufac- 
tured by Iomega Corp. to provide a con- 
venient backup and storage medium with 
100 Mb or 1Gb disk capacity. 
zip file /'zıp fatl/ noun a computer file 
with the extension .zip containing data that 
has been compressed for storage or trans- 
mission. 
ZMODEM /'zed ,moudem/ noun an en- 
hanced version of the XMODEM file 
transfer protocol that includes error detec- 
tion and the ability to restart a transfer 
where it left off if the connection is cut 
zone /zəun/ noun a region or part of a 
screen defined for specialised printing 
Zoom /zu:m/ verb to enlarge an area of 
text or graphics to make it easier to work 
on 

“,..any window can be zoomed to full-screen size by 

pressing the F-5 function key’ [Byte] 
zooming /'zu:m1n/ noun the process of 
enlarging an area of text or graphics O Var- 
iable zooming from 25% to 400% of actual 
size. 
ZV Port /,zed ‘vi: ,po:t/ noun an inter- 
face port that allows data to be transferred 
from a PC Card directly to the computer’s 
video controller without passing through 
the computer’s central processor. Full 
form zoomed video port (NOTE: It is 
used to allow a laptop computer to dis- 
play live images from a video camera 
plugged into the computers PC Card 
socket.) 
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HTML codes 


The following is a list of the basic HTML codes (or tags) used to format webpages. 


<a> ... </a> 
creates a hyperlink target or source. For example, 

<a href="www.bloomsbury.com">link to Bloomsbury</a> 
will create a hyperlink to the Bloomsbury Publishing Plc webpage. 


<address> ... </address> 
enclosed text is formatted in smaller typeface as an address 


<applet> ... </applet> 
defines an applet within the document 


<area> 

defines the area of a graphic image that will respond to a mouse click using a client-side 
imagemap 

<b> ... </b> 

formats enclosed text in a bold typeface 


<base> 
defines the URL that is added in front of all relative URLs used within the document 


<basefont> 
defines the point size of the font used to format for the following text 


<bgsound> 

defines the audio file that is played as a background sound to the document (used in 
MS-IE) 

<big> ... </big> 

formats enclosed text in a bigger typeface 


<blockquote> ... </blockquote> 
formats the enclosed text as a quotation 


<body> ... </body> 

defines the start and finish of this document’s body text; also used to define a graphic 
image used as a background, and to set the default colour of the text, hyperlinks and 
margins for the document 


<br> 
inserts a line break in the text; the <p> code also inserts a carriage return 


<caption> ... </caption> 
defines the caption for a table 


<center> ... </center> 
formats enclosed text to be centered across the line 


<cite> ... </cite> 
formats enclosed text as a citation 


<code> ... </code> 
formats enclosed text as program code, normally using the Courier typeface 


<col> 
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defines the properties for a column that has been defined using <colgroup> 


<colgroup> 
defines a column 


<comment> ... </comment> 
defines the enclosed text to be a comment; only works in MS IE, with any other browser 
you should use the <!> comment <> tag format 


<dd> ... </dd> 


defines one element of a definition list 


<dfn> ... </dfn> 


formats enclosed text as a definition 


<dir> ... </dir> 

creates a directory list using the <li> to create entries 

<div> ... </div> 

divides the text within a document and formats each division 
<dl>... </dI> 

creates a definition list using the <dd> and <dt> tags to create entries 
<dt> ... </dt> 


defines the definition part of an entry within a definition list 


<em> ... </em> 
formats enclosed text with emphasis (similar to bold typeface) 


<embed> ... </embed> 
points to an object to embed in a document 


<font> ... </font> 
defines the size, colour and typeface of the font to use for the enclosed text 


<form> ... </form> 
defines the following tags to be treated as one form; also defines how to process the form 
and where to send the encoded information 


<frame> ... </frame> 
defines a frame, including its border, colour, name and text 


<frameset> ... </frameset> 
defines a collection of frames 


<h> ... </h> 
defines a pre-set font size, such as <h1> for a large headings, <h4> for small headings 


<hr> 
breaks the current line of text and inserts a horizontal rule across the page 


<html> ... </html> 
defines the start and end of the entire html document 


<i>... </i> 
formats enclosed text using an italic typeface 


<iframe> ... </iframe> 
defines a floating frame 


<img> 
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includes an image within a document, also defines a border for the image, size, alternative 
caption text and whether the image is a video clip 


<input type=checkbox> 

defines a checkbox button within a form 

<input type=file> 

defines a file-selection list within a form 

<input type=image> 

defines an image input element within a form 

<input type=password> 

defines a text input that displays an asterisk when text is entered 
<input type=radio> 

defines a radio button within a form 

<input type=reset> 

defines a button to reset the form’s contents 

<input type=submit> 

defines a button to submit the form’s contents to the named process 
<input type=text> 

defines a text input element to allow users to enter a line of text 


<isindex> 
defines the html document to be searchable by a defined search engine 


<kbd> ... </kbd> 


formats enclosed text as a keyboard input 


<li> ... </li> 
defines an item in a list; the list can be ordered using <ol> or unordered using <ul> 


<link> 

defines a link within a document header 
<listing> ... </listing> 

an old tag that is the same as the <pre> tag 


<map> ... </map> 
defines an image map that contains hotspots 


<marquee> ... </marquee> 
creates an animated scrolling text line, used in MS-IE 


<menub ... </menu> 
defines a menu that has items created using the <li> tag 


<meta> 
allows the programmer to include extra information about the document 


<multicol> ... </multicol> 
defines multiple columns within the document; only used in Netscape Navigator 


<nextid> 
used by automated html document generators as a reference point within a file 
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<nobr> ... </nobr> 
prevents the browser adding breaks within the enclosed text 


<noframes> ... </noframes> 
defines content that should be displayed if the browser does not support frames 


<noscript> ... </noscript> 
defines content that should be used if the browser does not support Java; only used in 
Netscape Navigator 


<object> ... </object> 
defines an object, applet or OLE object to be inserted into the document 


<ol> ... </ol> 
defines the start and end of a numbered list; items are inserted using the <li> tag 


<option> ... </option> 
defines one option within a <select> tag 


<p> ... </p> 
defines the start and end of a paragraph 


<param> ... </param> 
defines the parameters to be passed to an applet or object 


<plaintext> 
formats the rest of the document as plain text with spaces and breaks 


<pre> ... </pre> 
formats the enclosed text as plaintext with spaces and breaks 


<S> ... </S> 
formats enclosed text with a strikethrough (horizontal line) 


<samp> ... </samp> 
defines enclosed text as an example (sample) 


<script> ... </script> 
defines the start and end of a script written in a language such as JavaScript or VBScript 


<select> ... </select> 
defines a list of options within a form, each created using the <option> tag 


<small> ... </small> 
formats enclosed text in a small type size 


<spacer> 
inserts a character space within a line of text; only used in Netscape Navigator 


<span> ... </span> 
define a style sheet that formats text over several tags 


<strike> ... </strike> 
formats enclosed text with a strikethrough (horizontal line) 


<strong> ... </strong> 
formats enclosed text with emphasis, similar to bold typeface 


<style> ... </style> 
defines a collection of text formatting commands that can be referred to with this style 
command 
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<sub> ... </sub> 
formats enclosed text as subscript 


<sup> ... </Sup> 
formats enclosed text as superscript 


<table> ... </table> 
defines a table including border, colour, size and width; columns are added with <td> and 
rows with <tr> 


<tbody> 
a group of rows within a table 


<td> ... </td> 
defines a cell within a table, effectively adds a column to the table 


<textarea> ... </textarea> 
defines a multiple line text input element for a form 


<tfoot> 

defines rows within a table that are formatted as a footer to the table 
<th> ... </th> 

defines the header to each column in a table 


<thead> 
defines rows within a table that are formatted as a header to the table 


<title> ... </title> 
defines the title of an html document 


<tr> ... </tr> 
defines a row of cells within a table 
<tt> ... </tt> 


formats enclosed text in a monospaced typewriter-style font 


<ul> ... </ul> 
defines the start and end of a bulleted list of elements; each element is added using <li> 


<var> ... </var> 
enclosed text is the name of a variable 


<wbr> 
defines a possible point for a word break within a <nobr> line 


<xmp> ... </xmp> 
an old tag that formats enclosed text, similar to <pre> 
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Prefixes 


tera- 
giga- 
mega- 
kilo- 
deci- 
centi- 
milli- 
micro- 
nano- 
pico- 
femto- 
atto- 
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Decimal Conversion Table 


Decimal BCD 
base 10 2 

00 0000 0000 
01 0000 0001 
02 0000 0010 
03 0000 0011 
04 0000 0100 
05 0000 0101 
06 0000 0110 
07 0000 0111 
08 0000 1000 
09 0000 1001 
10 0001 0000 
11 0001 0001 
12 0001 0010 
13 0001 0011 
14 0001 0100 


0001 0101 


Symbols 
% 

e3 

< 

> 

+ 

X 

& 

Binary Octal 
2 8 
0000 00 
0001 01 
0010 02 
0011 03 
0100 04 
0101 05 
0110 06 
0111 07 
1000 10 
1001 11 
1010 12 
1011 13 
1100 14 
1101 15 
1110 16 
1111 17 


per cent 
equals 

is approximately equal to 
is not equal to 
is less than 

is more than 
plus 

minus 

divided by 
multiplied by 
therefore 

and 


Hexadecimal 
16 
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Unicode Characters 0 - 255 in Decimal and Hexadecimal 




















dec hex char | dec hex char | dec hex char | dec hex char 
0 0 NUL | 52 34 4 104 68 h 156 9C ST 
1 1 SOH | 53 35 5 105 69 i 157 9D OSC 
2 2 STX | 54 36 6 106 6A j 158 9E PM 
3 3 ETX | 55 37 7 107 6B k 159 OF APC 
4 4 EOT | 56 38 8 108 6C | 160 AO NBSP 
5 5 ENQ | 57 39 9 109 6D m 161 A1 i 

6 6 ACK | 58 3A : 110 GE n 162 A2 ¢ 

7 7 BEL | 59 3B ; 111 6F o 163 A3 £ 

8 8 BS 60 3C < 112 70 p 164 A4 a 

9 9 HT 61 3D = 113 71 q 165 A5 ¥ 
10 OA LF 62 3E > 114 72 r 166 A6 i 

11 0B VT 63 3F ? 115 73 s 167 A7 § 
12 oc FF 64 40 @ 116 74 t 168 A8 j 
13 OD CR 65 41 A 117 75 u 169 A9 © 
14 OE so 66 42 B 118 76 v 170 AA a 
15 OF SI 67 43 Cc 119 77 w 171 AB « 
16 10 DLE | 68 44 D 120 78 x 172 AC a 
i7 ti DC1 | 69 45 E 121 79 y 173 AD SHY 
18 12 DC2 | 70 46 F 122 7A z 174 AE ® 
19 13 DC3 | 71 47 G 123 7B { 175 AF J 
20 14 DC4 | 72 48 H 124 7C | 176 BO d 
21 15 NAK | 73 49 | 125 7D } 177 Bi + 
22 416 SYN | 74 4A J 126 7E ~ 178 B2 2 
23 17 ETB | 75 4B K 127 7F DEL | 179 B3 3 
24 48 CAN | 76 4C L 128 80 xxx | 180 B4 í 
25 19 EM | 77 4D M 129 81 xxx | 181 B5 u 
26 1A SUB | 78 4E N 130 82 BPH | 182 B6 1 
27 1B ESC | 79 4F (0) 131 83 NBH | 183 B7 : 
28 1C FS 80 50 P 132 84 IND | 184 B8 , 
29 1D GS 81 51 Q 133 85 NEL | 185 B9 1 
30 1E RS 82 52 R 134 86 SSA | 186 BA 2 
31 1F US 83 53 S 135 87 ESA | 187 BB » 
32 20 SP 84 54 T 136 88 HTS | 188 BC A 
3o 2x | 85 55 U 137 89 HTJ | 189 BD Va 
34 22 k 86 56 v 138 8A VTS | 190 BE 34 
35 23 # 87 57 w 139 8B PLD | 191 BF ¿ 
36 24 $ 88 58 X 140 8C PLU | 192 CO À 
37 25 % 89 59 Y 141 8D RI 193 C1 Á 
38 26 & 90 5A Z 142 8E ss2 | 194 C2 Â 
39 27 i 91 5B [ 143 8F Ss3 | 195 C3 A 
40 28 ( 92 5C \ 144 90 DCS | 196 C4 Ä 
41 29 ) 93 5D ] 1455 A PU1 | 197 C5 Å 
42 2A $ 94 5E ^ 146 92 PU2 | 198 C6 Æ 
433 2B + 95 5F 7 147 93 STS | 199 C7 Ç 
44 2C y 96 60 148 94 CCH | 200 C8 È 
45 2D - 97 61 a 149 95 MW | 201 C9 É 
46 2E i 98 62 b 150 96 SPA | 202 CA E 
47 2F / 99 63 c 151 97 EPA | 203 CB Ë 
48 30 0 100 64 d 152 98 sos | 204 cc i 
49 31 1 101 65 e 153 99 xxx | 205 CD Í 
50 32 2 102 66 f 154 9A SCI | 206 CE i 
51 33 3 103 67 g 155 9B CsI | 207 CF ï 








Unicode CO and CI controls 





























dec hex char | dec hex char | dec hex char | dec hex char 
208 DO Ð 220 DC Ü 232 E8 è 244 F4 6 
209 D1 N 221 DD Y 233 E9 é 245 F5 õ 
210 D2 Ò 222 DE p 234 EA é 246 F6 6 
211 D3 Ó 223 DF B 235 EB ë 247 F7 + 
212 D4 ô 224 EO a 236 EC i 248 F8 ø 
213 D5 Õ 225 E1 á 237 ED i 249 F9 ù 
214 D6 Ö 226 E2 â 238 EE i 250 FA ú 
215 D7 x 227 E3 a 239 EF i 251 FB a 
216 D8 Ø 228 E4 ä 240 FO 6 252 FC ü 
217 D9 Ù 229 E5 å 241 F1 ñ 253 FD ý 
218 DA Ú 230 E6 æ 242 F2 ò 254 FE p 
219 DB Ô 231 E7 Ç 243 F3 6 255 FF y 
Notes: 


1. Characters 0 - 127 form the ASCII character set. 
2. Characters 32 - 127 and 160 - 255 are the same in the ANSI character set. 


Unicode CO and CI controls 


NUL 
SOH 
SOT 
ETX 
EOT 
ENQ 
ACK 


null 

start of heading 
start of text 
end of text 


end of transmission 


enquiry 
acknowledge 
bell 
backspace 
horizontal tab 
line feed 
vertical tab 
form feed 
carriage return 
shift out 

shift in 


data link escape 


device control 
negative ack. 


synchronous idle 
end of transmission 


block 
cancel 


EM 
SUB 
ESC 
FS 
GS 
RS 
US 
SP 
DEL 
BPH 
NBH 
IND 
NEL 
SSA 
OSC 


ESA 
HTS 
HTJ 


VTS 
PLD 
PLU 


end of medium 
substitute 

esape 

file separator 

group separator 
record separator 
unit separator 

space 

delete 

break permitted here 
no break here 

indent 

next line 

start of selected area 
operating system 
command 

end of selected area 
character tabulation set 
character tabulation 
with justification 

line tabulation set 
partial line forward 
partial line backward 


RI 
SS2 
SS3 
DCS 
PU1 
PU2 
STS 
CCH 
MW 
SPA 
EPA 
SOS 
SCI 


CSI 
ST 


PM 
APC 


reverse line feed 
single shift two 
single shift three 
device control string 
private use one 
private use two 

set tranmit state 
cancel character 
message waiting 
start of guarded area 
end of guarded area 
start of string 

single character 
introducer 

control sequence 
introducer 

string terminator 
privacy message 
application program 
command 


NBSP no-break space 


SHY 


soft hyphen 


Logic Function Tables 





Logic Function Tables 


Written as Drawn as logic table 


A 


> 
=- o> 


A AND B 


























AORB 


A EXOR B 


=- 0b --00þ --00þ --00þ -0 
-9oO-00 -Oo-OoOW =-0-=- 0w 


4 


-0-o0ow -o-o0ojġw -0o-o0oļw o- 


A NAND B 
A NOR B 


A EXNOR B 


Fi 
LF 
I 
LF 
1> 
ALA 


=a oob -- 000p --00p 
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Programming Languages 


The following samples demonstrate the differences in programming languages for a 
similar function: an input, n, is requested from the user (defining the number of 
entries in a list); the program loop repeats itself n times, asking for an entry and 
comparing it with the current biggest number entered. The biggest entry entered is 


then displayed on screen. 


BASIC 


5 BIG=0 


10 INPUT "How many numbers ";N 


20 FOR I=1 TON 
30 INPUT X 
40 IF X>BIG THEN BIG=X 


50 NEXT I 

60 PRINT BIG 
70 END 

C 

#include <stdio.h> 
main() 


{ 


int n, 1, x, big; 
big=0; 
scanf("%d", &n); 
for (i=0; i<n; i++) 
{ 
scanf("%d", &x); 
if (x>big) 
big=x; 
} 
printf("%d", big); 
N 
J 


FORTRAN 


INTEGER BIG 
BIG=0 

READ, N 

DO 2 I=1,N 

READ, C 

IF (X.GT.BIG)BIG=X 
PRINT, BIG 

STOP 

END 


C++ 
#include <iostream> 
using namespace std; 


main() 

{ 
int n, x; 
int big = 0; 
cin >> n; 


for (int i = 0; i < n; i++) 
{ 
cin >> x; 
if (x > big) 
big =x; 
} 


cout << big; 


